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the ministry of Education, yet
visitsare allowed through the
secondary entrance.

Darolfonoon stays unvisited
and quiet to most touristsand
even Iranians. While most of
the current buildingis not how
itwasat the time of Amir Kabir
—apart from the courtyard and
theiwan -it’s mosaic-coated
entrance, bricked wallsand
small, yet sublime gardenisa
mistake to miss.

Inspirational verses from Per-
sian poetsare displayed on Per-
sian blue mosaics thatadorn
thewalls of the courtyard.

Amirkabir set the foundation
for Darolfonoon schoolin
Tehran. The opening ceremony
however, took place afterhe
was dismissed from duty as

auizebew wsinol ueyedas

Vezir. Darolfonoon was a replacement for traditional
Madrasa. [t was aninstitutional model fora waracademy
where Iranians could also study medicine and foreign
languages. The instructorsat Darolfonoon were sent to
Europe every onceinawhile tobecome aquainted with
new technology.

Unfortunately, the first team of professors arrived in
Tehran two days after Amirkabir wasarrested and sent to
exilein Kashan. The first seven instructors were all from
Austria and naturally, the students were all children of
richpeople. Eighty yearslater, the old building was de-
molished and constructions fora new building started.
Infantry, cavalry, artillery, engineering, medicine, sur-
gery, pharmacy, and chemistry were taught alongside
French, natural sciences, mathematics, history, and ge-
ography. Gradually, English, Russian, paintingand music
wereadded.

Withinauguration of the Tehran University on March, ,15
1936, Darolfonoon was turned into a high school.

Theinstitute was planned by the Iranian educated Mirza
Reza Mohandes, and built by the architect Muhammad
Taqi Khan Memar-Bashiunder the supervision of the
Qajari prince Bahram Mirza. Facilities such asan assem-
blyhall, a theater, library,
cafeteria, and a publishing
house were built for the
institute. In1930, the building
was destroyed by Mirza Yahya
Khan Qaragozlu (also known
as Etemad-od-Dowleh), then
Minister of Education, and
rebuilt based onaRussian
engineering design.

Many parts of the institute
were later on absorbed and
merged into the newly estab-
lishing Tehran University.
The Faculty of Medicine for
example, was particularly the
successor to the Dar ul-Funun
Department of Medicine,
established in1851, which

had become the School of
Medicine (Madreseh-ye
tebb) in1919.The elite school
was training 287 students by
1889, and had graduated oo
students by1891.
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DAROLFONOON,

IRAN’S FIRST EDUCATION CENTER

Mirza
Taghi
Khan
Farahani,
bornin
1852, also
known

as Amir
Kabirwas once the saviour of
anation that thanked him by
=~ hisdemise. For3yearshehad
become the chief minister of
Naseral-Din Shah Qajar (Shah
of Persiaat the time). The young
Shah’s confidence had led him
totheresponsibility of Iran’s
wholearmyand granted him his

3 polid 9 Comey w3 0yl /AN (13559 58 9 Y Sl 3%
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appointmentas prime minister of
Persia (whatisnow called Iran).
Onethatwastakenawayrather
soon.

His diplomatic trips to Russia

and the Ottoman empire had him
realize that only education was
goingto save the country from
the messitwasin. Soheadvised
the Shahinto building the first
university of Persiaand so Darol-
fonoon wasbuilt. Designed by
Abbas Mirzawho had studied the
architecture of fortsand military
constructions back in Britain,

the Darolfonoon was ready for
inauguration by1851. Only that
Abbas Mirza’sinfluence of British
architecture hadled himinto
designinga courtyard that resem-
bled the Union Jack fromabove!!
To thisday Darolfonoon hasbeen
going underreconstructionsand
renovations, but the Union Jack
ironically staysrightin the heart
of Tehran!Perhaps because no
onereallyseesit, until they're
told.

Initially purposed to train officers and civil servants, the school
quickly expanded into teaching subjects such as medicine, surgery,
pharmacology, natural history, mathematics, geology, and natural
science. Professors were brought from Vienna to teach and Darolfo-
noonsoon became the Shah’s flag to show off modern Persia.

Right whenall the hard work was about pay off, Amir Kabirwas
dismissed from all hisappointments. The Queen motherand other
influential figures whose pensions and salaries were cut down

by Amir Kabir’s financial reforms and were backed by foreigners
whoseinfluence has been greatly diminished saw himasa threat
and formed a coalition to have him removed. The coalition turned
out tobeasuccessand Amir Kabir was sent to Kashan where he was
executed shortly after while takinga bath in the famous Fin Bath-
house.

Darolfonoon continued working for years until it became part of
the newly established University of Tehran. Today the sightisunder
renovations to become the treasury and documentation centre of



thatsits betweenand ties these
twoworldstogether.

Symbols ofthe Material world:
sang - stone - symbol of matter,
thelowest form of the material
world

sabzeh - grass-wheat, barleyor
lentil sprouts growinginadish
-symbol of the vegetable world
and ofre-birth

tokhmeh morgh-egg-deco-
rated with designs-symbol ofthe
animal kingdomand offertility
Symbols ofthe Immaterial
world:

sham-candle-symbol ofthe
light of being, energy or the crea-
tive force

ayehneh - mirror - symbol ofal-
lowanceand thefield of possibili-

auizebew wsinol ueyedas

tieswhere the creative forcereflectsand makes everything
possible

mahee-fishinwater - symbol oflife without limits, the infi-
nite (water) and life within it (fish)

Symbol that tiesthe two together:

Howdoesonedothat? Well, that'swhere the whole thing
tiesinto the celebration of Nowruz, whichisallabout
renewal and the start of Spring. The haft sinisasymbolicre-
minder ofthe constant renewal (orrebirth) that can happen
when one transcends and balances the material (mind), with
theimmaterial (spirit), by lettinglife flow through oneselfin
aperpetual state ofallowance,amazementandappreciation
ofeachmomentasithappens.

Weare matterand spirit, always becoming, aware of both as-
pectsofourselvesin the present where everything happens.
I call this the wow of now, wherejoy or “zogh” (aswe Persians
callit), lives.

Interestingly,and probably why this came upin our poetry
classinthefirst place, such symbolismis foundational to
much ofthe classical Iranian poetryand philosophy.
Whetherwe’retalkingabout Rumi or Hafezand theirnu-
merousodes to the dance between the material and spiritual
worlds, or Ferdowsi
and hisepic master-
piecethe Shahnameh
(LettertoaKing),
whichbeginswitha
symbolicking, Kiu-
mars, (whose descrip-
tionisthat of Light)
and endswithactual
rulersand people ofhis
day (thereal and tangi-
ble), oreventhedance
ofthe Sufiwhirling
dervisheswhoalways
haveonehandtothe
groundand onehand
tothesky, spinningin
ordertonegate space
and timebyfacingall
directionsatonce--a
near perfect symbol of
thestriving towards
unity ofthe mate-

rial (or finite) and the
spiritual / conceptual
(orinfinite) -- Iranian
culturealways seems
torevolvearoundand
returnto
thissymbolism.
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“Haft Sin” table forthe
Persian celebration of Nowruz

-

Mysearch
forthe
meaning
behind
thehaft
sintable
started
years
yearsagowhenIobserved some
simplefacts: Ifhaftsinrefersto
“haft” (thenumberseven),and
“sin” (the Persian letter “S”) why
arethere more than sevenitems
onthetableand whydon’t many
oftheirnamesstart with “S?”
Whatistheextrastuff? And, why
set thistableas part ofthe Nowruz

»"’-[M"' 9 S ._'o)LoQ/Q/\w.s)g)égﬂv.\M" | 3%
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(Persian New Year) celebration
which happensat the Springequi-
noxeachyear)?

Infact, the EncyclopediaIranica
and Wikipedia count fifteen be-
tweenthetwo ofthem:

sabzeh -wheat, barleyorlentil
sproutsgrowinginadish

samanu -asweet puddingmade
fromwheatgerm

senjed - thedried fruit of the
oleastertree

sir-garlic

sib-apples

somaq -sumac berries

serkeh -vinegar
sonbol-thefragranthyacinth
flower

sekkeh - coins

sohan - brittlesmade of granulated
sugarand honey enriched with
saffron

sabzi-adishful of fresh herbs
sangak -avery hard pea-like grain
siyahdana-fennel

sepand - esfand or Syrian Rue

sorma - collyrium

So,whatisthereal story? And why is the haft sinassociated with Spring
and the celebration of renewal thatis core to the symbolism of the Per-
sian New Year (Nowruz)?

I continued towonderabout this, atleast once ayear, until I started
goingtoaIranian Mystic Poetry class (focused on the works of Rumi,
Ferdowsiand Hafez) taught by averylearned teacher. Aswelearned
about the philosophyand symbolism of these poets, Spring came
around, and inadiscussionabout Nowruz, our teacher covered the
mysticsymbolism of the haft sin,inaway that finallymadesense:
Thehaftsiniscomposed of “haft” (orseven) essential symbols,and
“sin” which may have been shortened from “sini” (or trays), which held
these essential symbols.

The symbolsbreak down into three from the material world (or “don-
yaheh mahdoodiat”), three from the immaterial world (or “donayeh
maanah”) -- thisisthe world of meaning and ideas --and one symbol
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Malek Sultan
Jarchibashi
Restaurant

with live traditional music
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Every day, -
For lunch: 12:00 until 16:00
For dinner:19:30 until 23:000

—



f:ﬁ ~h. I' et . .-.

D990 9 o ) P [ (w9 3l e aastie g

P132lg / P odiab / 595 095 oSy ®edao / ligls (595 / o) S pib Juldo / UL 2L lg2 bl / plgiual

e IFAcFAPAL : ol ot / 7 Po APy ¢ ¢pils
E.mali:drtarzi@yahoo.com / www.drtarzi.ir

www.drtarzi.com




