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Quake inflicts no
harm to historical
sites in Kerman

A medium-sized 4.7 mag-
nitude earthquake that
struck Qalehganj county,
southern Kerman prov-

ince, on Thursday, caused
no damage to historical
sites across the province.
Based on field visits con-
ducted by the cultural
heritage experts, no seri-
ous damage to historical
relics and monuments
has been reported so far,
Qalehganj’s tourism chief
Musa Ebrahimi said on
Saturday.

However, experts are on
standby to inspect the
possible harms to histor-
ical sites and aging struc-
tures of the region, the
official added.
Qalehganj (also spelled
Qale Ganj) has so far
yielded tens of prehis-
torical sites and relics
including a variety of
ancient hills, archaeo-
logical sites, cemeteries,
subterranean aqueducts,
shrines, lithographs,
kilns, caravanserais, and
castles, many of which
so far been identified and
documented.

Big and sprawling Ker-
man province is some-
thing of a cultural melt-
ing pot, blending various
regional cultures over
time. It is also home to
rich tourist spots and
historical sites including
bazaars, mosques, car-
avanserais, and ruins of
ancient urban areas.
Kerman  province is
bounded by the provinces
of Fars on the west, Yazd
on the north, South Kho-
rasan on the northeast,
Sistan-Baluchestan  on
the east, and Hormozgan
on the south. It includes
the southern part of the
central Iranian desert, the
Dasht-e Lut.

Iran, Iraq to ex-
pand legal, judi-
cial relations
TEHRAN - A joint state-
ment on the expansion
of legal and judicial rela-
tions was signed by the
[ranian Minister of Jus-
tice Amin Hossein Rahi-
mi and his Iragi counter-
part Salar Abdul Sattar
Mohammed.

Following the four-day
trip of Sattar Mohammed
to Iran, the statement
was inked on Wednesday,
IRNA reported. “Regular
and periodic discussions
in the form of a joint le-
gal committee with an
emphasis on the more ef-
ficient implementation of
legal and judicial agree-
ments between the two
countries”, “exchange of
experiences in the field
of human rights, fight
against corruption, chil-
dren’s rights”, “transfer
of convicts and removal
of obstacles in this area”
and “drafting an agree-
ment on the return of as-
sets resulting from cor-
ruption”, were among the
most important issues
raised in the statement.
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Non-oil export from Hormozgan

ses %47 in H1

The value of non-oil export from
Hormozgan province in the south
of Iran rose 47 percent during the
first half of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-Septem-
ber 22), as compared to the same
period of time in the past year,
a provincial official announced.
Abolfazl Akbarpour, the direc-
tor-general of the customs office
of Shahid Rajaee port (Iran’s ma-
jor and most-equipped container
port located in Hormozgan), said
that 16 million tons of non-oil
commodities worth $5.861 bil-
lion have been exported from the
province in the six-month period
of this year, indicating 16 percent
growth in terms of weight as well.
He mentioned China, UAE, Thai-
land, India, Oman and Ghana as
the main export destinations and

province mecrea

iron ore and concentrate, ethylene
polymers, mineral and chemical
fertilizers as the major exported
items.The official put the six-
month non-oil import at 4 million
tons worth $9.907 billion, with
73 percent rise in terms of value.
He mentioned China, India, UAE,
Italy and Germany as the main
sources of imports in the first
half. As announced by the head of
the Islamic Republic of Iran Cus-
toms Administration (IRICA), the
value of Iran’s non-oil trade rose
47 percent during the first half of
the current Iranian calendar year,
as compared to the same period
of time in the past year.

Mehdi Mir-Ashrafi said that Iran
has traded 79.1 million tons of
non-oil products worth $45 bil-
lion with other countries in the

mentioned period. The official
put the six-month non-oil ex-
ports at 60 million tons valued at
$21.8 billion, with a 61-percent
rise in value and a
30-percent growth
in weight.

The IRICA head
mentioned lique-
fied natural gas,
methanol,  poly-
ethylene, semi-fin-
ished iron prod-
ucts, iron ingots,
propane, urea,
gasoline, iron rods
and cathodes as
the main exported

$1.0 billion.

The official further announced
that Iran has imported 19.1 mil-
lion tons of non-oil commodi-
ties worth $23.1
billion in the first
six months  of
the present year,
with a 37-percent
growth in value
and a 15-percent
rise in  weight
year on year. Mir-
Ashrafi named
cellphones,  live-
stock corn, sun-
flower oil, barley,
meal, wheat, soy-

products in the What's News beans, sugar, palm
said time span. B cconomy oil, and rice as
He said major The official put the main import-
export  destina- T oAl ed commodities.
tions of the Irani- ; The United Arab

non-oil _exports Emirates with 5.9

an non-oil goods

were China with
about 14.8 million
tons worth $6.5
billion, Irag with
13.9 million tons
worth $3.8 billion,
Turkey with 7.2
million tons worth

at 60 million
tons valued at
$21.8  hillion,
with a 61-per-
cent rise in value
and a 30-percent
growth in weight

million tons of
goods worth $7.3
billion was the top
exporter to Iran in
the said period,
followed by China
with 1.5 million
tons of goods

$2.3 billion, the
United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) with 5.8 million tons
worth $2.2 billion, and Afghani-
stan with 2.5 million tons worth

Aluminum ingot production
up %23 in 6 months on year

Production of aluminum ingot in
Iran rose 23 percent during the
first six months of the current
Iranian calendar year (March
21-September 22), as compared
to the same period of time in
the past year. The country’s six-
month aluminum ingot output
stood at 260,679 tons.

As previously announced by Ira-
nian Mines and Mining Industries
Development and Renovation
Organization (IMIDRO), the pro-
duction of aluminum ingot in Iran
rose 61 percent during the pre-
vious Iranian calendar year 1399
(ended on March 20), compared

to the figure for the preceding
year. The country’s aluminum in-
got output stood at 446,800 tons
in the previous year.

[ran’s major aluminum producers
had managed to produce 278,318
tons of the product in the Iranian
calendar year 1398. The country’s
aluminum ingot production in the
Iranian calendar year 1398 had
declined eight percent in compar-
ison to the figure for its preced-
ing year. IMIDRO data show that
among the country’s top produc-
ers, Iranian Aluminum Company
(IRALCO) had the best perfor-
mance in the previous year pro-

ducing 185,000 tons of aluminum
ingots. Aluminum ingot produc-
tion in the country reached 41,000
tons in the last month of the previ-
ous year (February 19-March 20),
registering a 38 percent rise com-
pared to the 30,000 tons in the
preceding year’s same period. An-
nual production of the aluminum
ingot in the country is planned to
increase 63 percent by the end of
the current Iranian calendar year
(March 20, 2022). Last year, dur-
ing the inauguration ceremony of
Iran’s biggest aluminum produc-
tion complex (in the central Fars
province), the former industry

worth $5.0 billion,
Turkey with 2.1
million tons worth $2.4 billion, and
Switzerland with one million tons
worth $900,000, the official stated.
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Production of aluminum
ingot in Iran rose 23 per-
cent during the first six
months of the current
Iranian calendar year
(March 21-September
22), as compared to
the same period of time
in the past year. The
country’s six-month
aluminum ingot output
stood at 260,679 tons

minister said the country’s alumi-
num production is expected to be
doubled with that unit going oper-
ational. The official put the value
of the Iranian mining industry’s
production at about $22 billion,
saying that the country is rela-
tively self-sufficient in minerals
and a great deal is also exported
every year. He went on underly-
ing the country’s capacities in the
sector, saying that Iran is ranked
18th among the world’s top alu-
minum producers, and with this
new plant going operational the
country will climb four places to
stand at 14th place.”

[ran plans to reach the annual
production of 1.5 million tons
of aluminum ingot by the Irani-
an calendar year 1404 (March
2025-March  2026).
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Tehran to host intl.
electricity expo in
late Oct

The 21st Iran International
Electricity Exhibition (IEE
2021) is scheduled to be
held during October 29-No-
vember 1, IRIB reported.
Over 245 domestic compa-
nies along with 11 foreign
exhibitors from China, Italy,
Turkey, Canada, Germany,
France, and Japan are set
to participate in the current
year’s exhibition which is
going to be held at Tehran
Permanent  International
Fairgrounds. The exhibi-
tion covers a variety of ar-
eas including lighting, wire
and cable, electrical panels,
electrical equipment, auto-
mation and instrumentation
systems, and transmission
lines. Due to the special
conditions created by the
coronavirus pandemic, the
exhibit will be only open for
scholars and experts and
also businessmen active in
the mentioned industry.
The exhibition will be held
in full compliance with
safety standards and pro-
tocols. The exhibition is a
great opportunity for com-
panies active in the electric-
ity industry, to showcase
their achievements and
products to the experts and
people involved in the men-
tioned fields, and to direct
their future activities and
innovations by considering
the market demand trends
and the direction of growth
of this industry.

Astana peace pro-
cess representatives

meet UN Syria envoy
The representatives of
Iran, Russia and Turkey
at the Astana peace talks
met on October 21 with
UN special envoy for Syr-
ia Geir O. Pedersen on
the sidelines of the Syrian
Constitutional  Commit-
tee’s meeting in Geneva.
The Iranian foreign min-
ister’s senior advisor for
political affairs Ali Asghar
Khaji represents Iran
in Geneva, heading a
high-ranking delegation.
He attended the four-way
meeting with Pederson in
addition to separate talks
with the representatives
of Russia and Turkey,
the Iranian foreign minis-
try said. At the meeting,
Khaji supported the ef-
forts of the UN envoy for
Syria and stressed that,
alongside the talks on
the Syrian constitution, all
sides must take account
of the humanitarian crisis,
the removal of sanctions,
the reconstruction of Syr-
ia and the fight against
terrorism. Khaji added
that the UN and the in-
ternational  community
should not neglect the
U.S. illegal presence in
Syria and Israel’s repeat-
ed aggression against
the Arab country.
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Iranians grant more
humanitarian aid to
Afghans

A new shipment of human-
itarian aid weighing 25 tons
has been delivered by Iran
to the people of Kandahar,
Afghanistan.

“The ninth shipment of aid
weighing 25 tons, including
food, medicine, and health
items, arrived in Kanda-
har,” the Iranian embassy
in Kabul wrote on its Twit-
ter page. A number of peo-
ple injured in the terrorist
bombing incident in the Fa-
timid Mosque in Kandahar
were also transferred to Iran
for treatment. Following the
conflict in Afghanistan, Iran
has so far delivered several
shipments of aid to the Af-
ghan people, which mostly
included food and medical
items. The Taliban seized
control of the country two
months ago as foreign forc-
es allied with the U.S. with-
drew from Afghanistan after
a 20-year war. The events
culminated in the capture
of the capital, Kabul, on Au-
gust 15, two decades after
the Taliban was driven from
power by a US-led cam-
paign following the Sep-
tember 11 attacks on the
United States. The UN said
that at the start of the year
more than 18 million people
—about half of Afghanistan’s
population — require aid
amid the country’s second
drought in four years.

Iran, Qatar discuss

relations

Iranian ~ Foreign  Minister
Hossein  Amir Abdollahian
had a conversation over
the phone with his Qatari
counterpart on Monday, ac-
cording to a Qatari foreign
ministry statement. In the
telephone conversation, the
foreign ministers discussed
closer relations between Iran
and Qatar in various politi-
cal and economic areas, as
well as increase in trade ex-
changes between the private
sectors.

Current issues and develop-
ments in the Persian Gulf re-
gion and efforts to maintain
and better ensure peace, sta-
bility and security in the Per-
sian Gulf were other topics
discussed by the two foreign
ministers.

Earlier, the Qatari foreign
ministry announced that
there was a telephone con-
versation and the two sides
had discussed “bilateral co-
operation between the two
countries” and the latest de-
velopments in the region.

The Qatari foreign minister
recently said in a statement
that a return to a nuclear deal
with Iran was in everyone>s
interest, adding that Persian
Gulf countries should stay
in touch with Iran. Qatar re-
alized that Iran is a reliable
neighbor when it came un-
der blockade from land, sea
and air by certain fellow Arab
states a few years ago.

IAEA Head Expects News
Soon on Iran Visit

The head of the United Nations’ nu-
clear agency said on Tuesday he an-
ticipates news soon on when he may
travel to Iran, adding that he expects
to go to Tehran before the agency’s
November Board of Governors meet-
ing. International Atomic Energy

Agency (IAEA) Director General Ra-
fael Grossi said in Washington that
his expectation was based on his
conversations with Iranian officials,
but he did not provide details. “l am
expecting news soon about it,” he
told reporters.
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Tehran hosts
Iran-Turkey trade

conference

The International Institute of Iran
Industries Research (MPSIran)
in collaboration with the Iran-Tur-
key Joint Chamber of Commerce
hosted a conference on Iran-Tur-
key trade cooperation in Tehran
on Saturday evening. The event
was attended by senior officials
from both sides including Head
of Iran-Turkey Joint Chamber of
Commerce Jalal Ebrahimi, the
Deputy Head of Turkey’s Independ-
ent Industrialists and Business-
men Association Selman Erdogan,
and the MPSIran Managing Direc-
tor Sina Sanjari.

The attendees of the meeting dis-
cussed a variety of issues in this
event and explored ways for re-
moving the barriers in the way of
the expansion of two countries’
trade. Speaking in the meeting,
Sanjari said Iranian traders, pro-

ducers, and exporters should
follow the marketing and negoti-
ation methods of Turkish traders.
According to him, Turkish busi-
nessmen have been successful in
various trade fields and the experi-
ences of Turkish businessmen can
be useful for Iranian traders. He
said that if the sanctions are lifted,
Turkey will be Iran’s trade channel
with Europe and Iranian business-
men must have the necessary eco-
nomic coordination with the Turk-
ish side for successful trade with
European countries. “For Iranian
businessmen, producers and ex-
porters, Turkish business models
will be a good example of success-
ful trade, which will be discussed
at such conferences,” he added.
Sanjari further noted that the cur-
rency and trade problems between
Turkey and Iran must be resolved

so that Iranian traders can have a
successful and hassle-free trade
with Turkey and other countries.
Elsewhere in the conference, Halal
Ebrahimi, who is also the head of
Iran-Turkey Common Trade Coun-
cil, said commercial attachés are
an opportunity to expand exports
to other countries, adding: “Iran
should try to have active economic
advisors in all countries.”

He further underlined the need
for using modern negation tech-
niques for expanding trade ties,
saying: “in order to develop lran’s
trade relations with other coun-
tries, proper negotiations should
be practiced and modern business
models should be examined.”
Finally, Erdogan for his part ex-
pressed the Turkish private sec-
tor's readiness for cooperation
with their lranian counterparts.

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
said that the expansion of trade
with the neighboring countries
is a priority of the current gov-
ernment. Making the remarks
in a meeting with a number of
successful Iranian exporters
on the occasion of the Nation-
al Exports Day on Thursday,
the president said that the
development of trade with the
neighbors and countries of
the region is a priority of the
foreign policy of the 13th gov-
ernment, and an appropriate
mechanism has been designed
and implemented in the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs to pursue
and implement this policy. In-
creasing non-oil exports to the
neighboring countries is one of
the major plans that the Iranian
government has been pursuing
in recent years. Iran shares land
or water borders with 15 coun-
tries namely UAE, Afghanistan,
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bahrain,
Irag, Kuwait, Kazakhstan,
Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Rus-
sia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, and
Saudi Arabia. According to the

Development of trade with
neighbors a priority of gov-
ernment: Raisi

Islamic Republic of Iran Cus-
toms Administration (IRICA),
Iran currently exports non-oil
commodities to 40 European
countries, 21 Asian countries,
28 African countries, and 12
American  countries,  while
importing from 41 European
countries, 31 Asian countries,
12 American countries, and 11
countries in Africa.The IRICA
spokesman has recently an-
nounced that the value of Iran’s
non-oil trade with its 15 neigh-
bors reached $22.588 billion
in the first six months of the
current Iranian calendar year
(March 21-September 22) to
register a 52 percent rise year
on year. The Islamic Republic
traded over 47.222 million tons
of commodities with the neigh-
boring countries in the men-
tioned year, IRIB quoted Ruhol-
lah Latifi as saying. According
to the official, the volume of the
traded goods in the mentioned
period also increased by 37
percent compared to the figure
for the previous year’s same six
months.

H1 caviar exports rises 50% yr/yr

Iran exported 1.3 tons of cavi-
ar worth $539,000 in the first six
months of the current Iranian calen-
dar year (March 21-September 22),
registering a 50 percent rise in terms
of value compared to the figure for
the previous year’s same period, an
official with the Islamic Republic of
Iran Customs Administration (IRI-
CA) said.

According to Arezu Ghaniyoun, the
deputy head of the IRICA Bureau of
Customs Statistics and Information
Processing, the Islamic Republic
had exported 605 kilograms of cav-

iar worth $350,000 during the pre-
vious year's same six months, IRIB
reported.

The exports of the mentioned prod-
ucts increased 110 percent in terms
of weight, she said.

Iranian caviar was exported to 23
different countries during the men-
tioned time span, Ghaniyoun noted.
United Arab Emirates (UAE) was the
main importer of Iranian caviar dur-
ing the said six months, accounting
for about 32 percent of the total im-
ports in terms of weight and value.
Britain stood in second place, ac-

counting for nearly 17 percent of the
total caviar imports.

Portugal, Kuwait, and Japan, each
accounting for about six percent
of Iran’s total caviar exports, were
also among the top importers of the
product in the first half of the current
year, according to Ghaniyoun.

She noted that about 466 kg of the
total exported caviar was exported
to five European countries, namely
Britain, Spain, Switzerland, Greece,
and Portugal, which means about 37
percent of Iran’s caviar exports were
to Europe.

Back in July, Head of Iran Fisheries
Organization (IFO) Nabiollah Khoun-
Mirzaei said the country’s annual
caviar production has reached 12
tons.

Speaking on the sidelines of the
Sixth National Conference and Exhi-
bition on Caviar and Related Indus-
tries, Khoun-Mirzaei put the annual
production of sturgeon meat at over
3,500 tons.

He stated that the development of
the sturgeon breeding industry is on
the IFO agenda, adding: “In recent
years, in some parts of the country,
sturgeon breeding in cages has been
on the agenda and we are trying to
develop this type of breeding.”
Noting that the Iranian caviar is the
bestand most expensive caviar in the
world, Khoun-Mirzaei said: “Consid-
ering the popularity of Iranian caviar
and sturgeon meat in the world and
the high price and profitability of the
mentioned commodity, the export of
the product is done officially through
the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration (IRICA).”

The Persian sturgeon is a species
of fish in the family Acipenseridae.
It is found in the Caspian Sea and
to a lesser extent the Black Sea and
ascends certain rivers to spawn,
mainly the Volga, Kura, Araks, and
Ural Rivers.
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Oji receives Ven-
ezuelan foreign
minister

Iranian Oil Minister Javad Qji
received a high-ranking Ven-
ezuelan delegation headed
by the country’s Minister of
Foreign Affairs Felix Plasen-
cia Gonzalez on Monday,
Shana reported. Speaking in
the meeting with Gonzalez,
Oji emphasized the expan-
sion of mutual cooperation
between the two countries
in the energy sector. Before
meeting with Oji, the Vene-
zuelan foreign minister had
announced in a joint press
conference with the Iranian
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Hossein ~ Amir-Abdollahian
that a joint Iran-Venezuela
Economic Committee meet-
ing will be held in Tehran be-
fore the end of 2021.

$11b of investment required to complete West Karoun development projects

Managing Director of the National Iranian
0il Company (NIOC) has said the company
requires $11 billion of investment for com-
pleting the development projects defined
for the oil fields at the West Karoun region.
Speaking in the introductory ceremony of the
new head of Petroleum Engineering and De-
velopment Company (PEDEC), Mohsen Kho-
jasteh Mehr pointed to the West Karoun joint
oil fields as the most important projects of

the National Iranian Qil Company and called
on the new PEDEC head to strongly focus on
the development of the mentioned oil fields
especially South Azadegan field. Iran’s oil
industry has been strongly focused on de-
veloping joint oil and gas fields, aiming to
increase the share of such fields in the coun-
try’s oil and gas production. West Karoun
oilfields, which lIran shares with Iraq at the
western part of Iran’s southwestern region

of Karoun, include five major fields name-
ly North Azadegan, South Azadegan, North
Yaran, South Yaran, and Yadavaran.

West Karoun holds great importance for the
country’s oil industry since according to the
latest studies, its in-situ deposit is estimat-
ed to be 67 billion barrels containing both
light and heavy crude oils, and therefore it
could have a big impact on Iran’s oil output
increases in the future.
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