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Iran’s export of fruits to
Russiahits 50% growth

Statistics indicate thatIran’s export of fresh
fruitsto Russian Federation hasregistereda 50
percentgrowth in nine months of the current
yearin2021 (fromJan.to Sept.) as compared to
lastyear’s corresponding period.

The Islamic Republicof Iran exported $196
million worth of fresh fruits and dried nuts to
the Russian Federationinthefirstthree months
ofthe currentyearin2021.

Andrea Yarmak an expertofficial at Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO)’s Investment
Center said that Russia faced problems in
the field ofimporting similar products from
Uzbekistanand Moldavialastyearin2020and
thiswasthe mainreasonbehind the increased
volume of exportoflranian fruitsand dried nuts
tothe Russian Federationin this period.
Appleisoneoflran’s main export fruits to the
Russian Federation in a way that export of
Iranianappleto this country hasinthe firstnine
months ofthe currentyearin2021 hasbecome
two-and-a-half-fold growth, followed by kiwi
fruit, watermelon, peach and nectarine, raisins
and date.

Heputthe fresh apple exported by the Islamic
Republicof [ran to the Russian Federationin
thisperiodat 125,000 tons.

Iran steel exportsup 48%
Iraniansteel giants exported 3,811,617 million
tons of steel during the firsthalf of the current
Iranian calendar year (starting on March
21) and experienced an 18-percent growth
compared with the same periodlastyear.

The exported steel products consisted of
blooms, billets, slabs, allkinds of engineering
alloy, rebars, sponge iron,and hotbriquettes
iron.Khouzestan Steel Company with903,757
tons exports has had the best performance.
Mobarakeh Steel Company and Esfahan Steel
Company stood second and third.Iran enjoys
68 differenttypes of minerals.Ithas 2.7 billion
tonsofironorereservesand 2.6 billion tons of
copperorereserves.

Turkmenistan's interest
inexporting to European
countries sounds a warning
to Iran; official

Turkmenistan Joint Chamber of Commerce
Majid Mohammadnejad says Turkmenistan is
interested in cooperation with Europeansand it
cansound awarningto Iranand Turkmenistan’s
neighboring provinces.Speaking to ILNA news
agency and touchinguponthelatest development
onlran-Turkmenistantrade, Mohammadnejad
said that due to the sanctions, access to precise
statistics and figures of exportsand imports and
alsothevolume oftradeisaverydifficultjoband
one can only stick to the official figures which are
released by the official channels.He added that
despite the border problemsbetween Iran and
Turkmenistanand due to the significance oftrade
withneighboring states, all [Iranian state and
private sectors have done their best to identify
and reinforce new methods in its trend with
Turkmenistan.He added thatafterawebinarheld
in April, 2021, between the two countries, the
trade between Iranand Turkmenistan has faced
agrowth and settingrecord like in the volume of
exportsviarailway comparingto the preceding
year,, adding thattheloading during thisyear’s
New Year holidays hit 25,000 tons while the
figurewasonly 112 tonsinthe same periodinthe
precedingyear.
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Iranian heavy crude oil pricerises %5.3
in September: OPEC

Iranian heavy oil price increased 3.74$
in September toregistera -5.3percent
rise compared to the previous month,

accordingto OPEC’slatestmonthly report

published on Wednesday.

Following the
increase in
oil demand in
world markets

N E w s inthe mentioned

NEWS month, the
_EEEE  anian heavy
crude oil price
reached at $74.08 per
barrel, compared to
August’s $70.34 per
barrel.
Accordingtothereport,
the country’s average
heavy crude price
was $66.65 from the
beginningof 2021 up to
thereport’s publishing
day, in comparison to
$39.4 in the previous
year’s same period.
ThereportputlIranian
crude output for
September at 2.503
million barrels per day
(bpd) indicating an
22,000-bpd increase
compared to the figure
forthe previous month.
Based on OPEC data,
the country’s average
crude outputinthe third
quarter of 2021 stood

'&"%Qa
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at 2.493 million bpd
indicatinganear50,000-
bpdrise comparedtothe
average figure for the
year’ssecond quarter.
OPECbasketpricesalso
rose $3.55 orfive percent
to reach at $73.88 a
barrel in September
from the previous
month.

Iranian heavy crude oil
price had followed an
upward trend since the
beginningofthe current
year up to May, then
following the increase
inthe OPEC members’
production oil prices fell
duringJune-August.

In addition to the
devastating impacts
of the coronavirus
pandemicon the global
oil industry which
resulted inthe drasticfall

in oil prices, the Iranian
oilindustryhasalsobeen
under pressure from the
U.S. efforts toisolate the
country by re-imposing
sanctions.

The country, however,
has been ramping up
its oil production over
the past few months
following the recent
developments in the
White House and also
the recovery of the
global markets from the
negative impacts of the
coronavirus pandemic.
Earlierin February, Fitch
Solutions Incorporation,
a subsidiary of Fitch
Ratings, whichis one of
the U.S/s three biggest
creditrating agencies,
forecasted a 6.8-percent
growth for Iranian oil
exportsin2021iftheU.S

comesbacktothe 2015
nuclear deal.
Inoneofitslatestreports
dubbed “Iran Oiland Gas
Report”, Fitch also saw
the Islamic Republic’s
crude oil exports double
in 2022 compared to
2020.

“The prospects for the
Iranian oil sector have
brightened significantly
following Joe Biden's
victory in the U.S.
presidential election on
November 3. President
Bidenhasindicated that
he will seek tore-enter
the U.S.into the Iranian
nuclear deal, paving
the way for aroll-back
of secondary sanctions
andrecovery of around
2.0 million bpd in oil
production,” thereport
said.

ICCIMA holds webinar
on Iran-Pakistan trade

Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA) in
collaboration with the Federation of
Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and
Industry held awebinar on Iran-Pakistan
trade opportunities on Wednesday.
Asreported by the ICCIMA portal, the online
eventwas attended by the heads of Iran’s
chambers of commerce, as well as officials
and businessmen from both sides.

ICCIMA Head Gholam-Hossein Shafeie,
President of Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce and Industry
Nasser Hyatt Maggo, Consul General of

Iranin Karachi Hassan Nourian, Pakistan's
Commercial Counselor in Iran Ahmad
Massoud, and the ICCIMA Deputy Head
Mohammadreza Karbasi were among the
attendeesofthe online event.

The establishmentofamechanism forbarter
trade, resolvingbankingbarriers, following
uponlran’s exportissues atthe Mirjaveh
border, and signinga free trade agreement
between the two countries wereamongthe
topicsdiscussed duringthe webinar.
Speakingin the meeting, Shafeie pointed
tothereopening of Mirjavah and Taftan
border crossings for trade and student
trafficand said: “Thisis a positive sign for
theresumption of trade between the two
countriesand the development of economic

cooperation.”

He mentioned the unacceptable level of
trade between the two countries considering
good capacities for mutual economic
relation, saying: “The volume of trade and
economic cooperation between Iran and
Pakistan, given the existing capacitiesand
good political relations between the two
countries, isfar fromthelevel of expectations
ofbothsidesandisnotacceptable.”

“The share of the two countries’ in each
other'smarkets does notexceed two or three
percent, and therefore thereisaneed for
serious determination and efforts, both by
the officials of the two countries and by the
private sectorsand organizations, toachieve
thetrade goalsset,” Shafeieadded.
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Iran calls on China toimplement
comprehensive 23-year plan

Iran’s Foreign Minister in a
telephone conversation with his
Chinese counterpartemphasized
the need to implement a
comprehensive

cooperation program.
Hossein Amirabdollahianalso
praised China'svaluable support
inprovidinglIran'srequired COVID
vaccineand exchanged views on
thelatestsituation of the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA).Forhis part, WangYi,a
member of the state counciland
China’sforeign minister, stressed
Beijing's position on the need

forafullreturn ofall parties to
the JCPOA and praised Iran's
positioninthisregard.The Chinese
foreign minister stressed that
hehasinstructed his colleagues
to continue close consultations
betweenthetwo countries.
Announcing Beijing'sreadiness
to implement the 25-year
cooperation document, the
Chineseforeignministerstressed
Beijing'scommitmentto continue
working with Tehran to curb
COVID-19diseaseand providethe
COVIDvaccineaslongas Tehran
requests.

25-year
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UN chiefcalls
forfood security
around world
United Nations
Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres in
his message on World
Food Day, 16 October
2021, warned about
the growing number of
people lacking access
to ahealthy diet, while
calling for food systems
that deliver better
nutrition, a Dbetter
environment, and a
better life for every

person.
Guterres' message,
which wasreleased on

the occasion of World
Food Day, was e-mailed
to IRNA by the United
Nations Information
Center (UNIC) in Tehran.
The full text of his
messagereads:

World Food Day is not
only areminder of the
importance of food to
every person on the
planet —itisa call to
action to achieve food
security around the
world.

Today,almost40 percent
of humanity — three
billion people — cannot
affordahealthy diet.
Hungerisontherise.

So too are
undernourishmentand
obesity.

The economicimpacts
of COVID-19 have made
a bad situation even
worse.
Thepandemichasleftan
additional 140 million
peopleunabletoaccess
thefoodtheyneed.
Atthesametime, theway
we produce, consume
andwaste foodistakinga
heavytollonourplanet.
It is putting historic
pressure on our natural
resources, climate and
natural environment —
and costingus trillions
ofdollarsayear.

As this year’s theme
makes clear, the power
tochangeisinourhands.
“Our actions are our
future.”

Last month, the world
gathered for the United
Nations Food Systems
Summit.

Countries made bold
commitments to
transform food systems.
To make healthy diets
more affordable and
accessible.

And to make food
systems more
efficient, resilientand
sustainable at every
step —from production

and processing,
to marketing,
transportation and
delivery.
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USTreasury:
SS590M

Paid Outby
Victims of
Ransomware
Attacksin
First Halfof
2021

Areportreleased by the
USTreasury Department
Friday found thataround
$590 million had been
paid by victims of
ransomware to their
attackersin the firstsix
monthsof2021,assuch
attacks skyrocketed.
The findings were part
ofareportreleased by
the Treasury's Financial
Crimes Enforcement
Network (FinCEN),
which concluded that
based on suspicious
activity reports filed
during the first half of
2021, “ransomware is
an increasing threat
to the US financial
sector, businesses, and
the public,” The Hill
reported.

Just over 450
ransomware payments
werereported to FinCEN
from the beginning of
January through end of
June, with the amount
of suspicious activity
reports increasing by
30 percent from last
year. The amount paid
by victimsalso massively
increased compared to
2020,when $416 million
was paid out over the
entireyear.
“Ransomware actors
are criminals who are
enabled by gaps in
compliance regimes
across the global
virtual currency
ecosystem,” Deputy
Treasury Secretary
Wally Adeyemo said
in a statement Friday.
“Treasury is helping
to stop ransomware
attacks by making it
difficult for criminals to
profitfrom their crimes,
but we need partners
in the private sector to
help prevent thisillicit
activity”

The report found that
bitcoin was the most
common  payment
method for victims
to pay ransomware
demands, highlighting
an increasing area of
concern for officials as
aresultof ransomware
payments. The Treasury
Departmentissued its
first sanctions against
a virtual currency
exchange last month,
targeting SUEX CO. for
allegedly facilitating
ransomware payments.

—

Iran cautions Azerbaijannottofallindevils'trap

Secretary of Iran's Supreme National Security Council (SNSC) Ali Shamkhanireacted to the recent
allegations made by Azeri PresidentIlham Alievagainstiran,and advised the neighboring country to
be carefulnotto fallinthe traplaid by the devils, especially the Zionist regime."Ignoring the principles
andrequirements ofthe neighborhood and makingfalse and unconstructive statementsisnotasign of
good faithand prudence,” Shamkhanitweeted on Friday.He pointed outthataccusinga countrythatis
famousasananti-drugherohasnoeffectbutdiscrediting the speaker'swords," headded.He called on
Azerbaijan's presidentnottobedeceived by trapslaid by devils.Inresponsetothe remarksofthe president
of Azerbaijan, Iranian Foreign Ministry Saeed Khatibzadeh, had earlier stated suchmediaaccusationsare
onlyintheinterestsoftheZionistregimetoaffectthebrotherlyrelationsbetweenIranand Azerbaijan.While
emphasizingthestrongfraternalrelationsbetweenthetwonations, Khatibzadehadded thatunfortunately,
itseemsthatdespite the privateand positive messagesreceived from Bakuinvarious contacts, thereisan
intention for Bakuto makefalse mediastatementsforwhichappropriateanswerswillbe giveninstead.

'Iran-Saudi Arabiaties in interest of whole region’

Unity of Regional Countries to Accelerate
Decline of US: Pakistani Scholar

The head of a Pakistan Research Institute

said thatthe defeatand decline of the United

States willbe made possible through unity

and coordination among the countries

inthe Middle Eastregion and the Indian

subcontinent.
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“With unity and
coordination,
countries in the
Middle East,
especially the Indian

m_ subcontinent, can

Theactingdirector ofthe Future of Iran Initiative at the Atlantic
Council's South Asia Center believes the Biden administration
will not lift all Iran sanctions and revival of JCPOA needs

compromise.

Recently, Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian
called the US attitude towards the JCPOA "unconstructive" and
said thatthe Iranian administration would not wait for the empty

endthe USpresence
in the region, and the
defeats ofthe United States
will make this possible,” Dr.
Sayed Saqib Akbar, head of
the Al-Basirah Research
Institute in Pakistan said
duringthe seventh meeting
on “the nature of the post-
American world and the
geopolitics of the Indian
subcontinent” fromaseries
of preliminary meetings
of the International
Conference on “the Decline
ofthe United States: The
Post-American World,”
which was held with the
participation of Pakistani
thinkers.

In the first part of the
meeting, Dr. Sayed Saqib
Akbar, stated thatafatelike
the Soviet Union’s awaits
US hegemony. As with
the collapse of the Soviet
Union, such predictions
about the United States
arebeingmade by experts.
Even today’s Europe is
unsure about the future
ofthe United Statesandis
reconsideringits policies.
Referring to the recent
US political and military
failures as an example
of the decline of the US
position, especially in
theregion and the Indian
subcontinent, the Deputy
Secretary General of the
Pakistan Consulateadded:
“Thosewhorelied on the
United States are worried
because American policies
in the Middle East have
clearly failed; US efforts
to engage in the region,
from changingthe Zionist
regime’s capital, to
normalizing Arab-Israel
relations, and to amilitary

promises of othersidesto the deal.

"The new administration willresume negotiations, said Iran FM,
addingthatRaeisi'sadministrationis reviewingthe cases of the

previousnegotiations.

Iranhas held sixrounds oftalks with JCPOA participants known

/4

presencein Afghanistan
have all failed, and the
United States today
acknowledges that its
policieshave failed”.
Referring to the failed
policies ofthe United States
towards Europe and the
decline of this country in
the European Union, he
added: “Agreements with
European countries have
failed and except for the
England, other European
countriesdonottrustthe
United States anymore”.
Mentioning the failure of
America’s fundamental
slogans atgloballevel as
asignofitsdecline, Saqib
said: “America’s most
prominent slogan and
claimwasbased on peace,
which of coursefailed”.
“The continuation of
terrorist groups in the
region stems from US
supportanditsattemptto
maintain its dominance
in the region,” said the
researcher on Middle East
issues.

There was talk of Pakistan
on9/11,and the Americans
claimed thatthe Haqqani
network was supported
by Pakistan, while the
United Statesitself created
this terrorist group in
the region, including
Afghanistan and Pakistan.
“After the US defeat in
Afghanistan, Pakistan is
blamed, thisiswhilethe US
effortsto create, perpetuate
and support terrorist
groups for disintegrating,
dividing and destroying
theterritorialintegrityand
independence of countries

in the region have been
revealed today”.

Saqib Akbar stated that
Americaalso cooperated
with India, Australia and
Japan,and thenitignored
India; and Indiawas deeply
upsetaboutthis. According
to American documents,
thisfacthasbeenrevealed
that America’ planwasto
put India against China.
But India objected, and
thus, the United States’
policies failed; asaresult,
Americafailedineconomic
competition with China.
“If we want to build a
strategic alliance in the
region, we have to look
at the commonalities,
and only then will the
Americans, who have no
futureintheregion, stop
hurtingthe countries ofthe
region”, said the Pakistani
political expert, “The
United States has created
ISIS and other terrorist
groups in the region to
continueitsinfluence and
presence in the region.
Many experts believe that
the United States will keep
the ISIS in the region, so
that it may continue its
presenceunderthe pretext

of fighting with ISIS”.
America’s Domestic
Decline

Saqibsaid thatinorderto
prevent this damage, the
countrieswhichhavebeen
successfulin defeating ISIS
mustuse their experiences
and capabilities and
cooperate and unite
with other countries in
the region against ISIS.
“The United Statesisalso

Biden administration will not lift all Iran sanctions

asthe P4+1 with theaim of salvaging the JCPOA in the Austrian
capital of Vienna. Tehran has insisted thatit would resume full
compliance with the deal after the removal of the sanctions that
the previous USadministration under Trumpillegally imposed
on Tehran afterits unilateral and illegitimate withdrawal from
the JCPOAin May 2018. Ithasalready stressed that it would
leave the Vienna talks ifthey take too long and if its legitimate
demandsaspertheJCPOAare not met. Anyway, the other parties,
especially the Europeans seem to be killing time while the new
USadministrationis still sticking to the Trump-era sanctions.

The current US administration has notyet fulfilled the promises
Joe Biden made during his presidential elections campaigns to

decliningmorallyathome.
Many Americanshave guns
and claim that they can
stand up to theregime with
those weapons. The Wall
Streetpopular movement
was a sign of popular
dissatisfactionandlack of
public confidence in the
government’s economic
policies. Polls also show
widespread distrustofthe
Americanpeople towards
democracy and the slogan
of freedom and equality”
headded.

The Deputy Secretary
General of the Pakistan

Consulate concluded:
“Like previous experiences
in the domination

of superpowers, the
hegemonic fate of the
United States will be
doomed to failure, and
with successive defeats
and heavy financial costs
on the United States, the
governmentwill certainly
notbe able to prevail and
continue its struggle
in the region and the
alternative solution for
the US presence in the
regionis coordination and
organized unityamongthe
countriesoftheregion.

It is worth mentioning
thatthe 2nd International
Conference on “the Decline
ofthe United States: The
Post-American World”
will be held on November
2,2021,by Imam Hussein
Comprehensive University
and the Secretariat ofthe
Expediency Discernment
Council, in cooperation
with the universities and
researchinstitutes.

Former Head of Iranian Parliament National Security and Foreign Policy Commission said that
relations between the Islamic Republic of [ran and Saudi Arabia are in the interest of the whole
region.Speakinginan interview with Mehr news agency on Saturday, Alaeddin Boroujerdi, Ex-
Head ofIranian Parliament National Security and Foreign Policy Commission said that establishing
tiesbetween the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) isin favor of all
countriesintheregion.Evenifthe West seemingly welcomes the agreement between Iran and
SaudiArabia, buttheyare notinterested in the resumption ofgood relations between Iran and the
regional countries, headded.Turning to the positive attitude of the Islamic Republic of [ran towards
the developmentofrelations with neighboring countriesand the world, he stressed that the policy
oflranfromthebeginninghasbeento establish good and amicable relations with allneighborsand
countries ofthe Islamicworld.Bilateral relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia, mediated by Iraqi
Prime Minister, have generally produced positive results, he added.
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Iran, China FMs stress
implementation of
comprehensive cooperation

agreement

The foreign ministers of the Islamic Republic of Iran
and the People's Republic of China have in a phone call
discussed the latest status of bilateral relations and
regionaland international developments.
Whilereviewingthelateststatus of bilateral ties, Iranian
Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian putspecial
emphasisontheneedtoimplementthe comprehensive
25-year cooperation program.

He praised China's valuable supportin providing the
vaccine needed by the Islamic Republic. The Iranian
foreign ministeralso discussed the latest status of the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action with his Chinese
counterpart.

Inthis phone conversation, Chinese Minister of Foreign
Affairs and State Councilor Wang Yi also stressed
Beijing's stance on the need fora full return ofall JCPOA
partiestohonoringtheir obligations.

He praised the position ofthe Islamic Republic of Iranin
thisregard.

The top Chinese diplomat welcomed the beginning
of talks between the Islamic Republic of Iran and the
Europeanside. The Chinese foreign minister stressed
thathe had instructed his colleagues to continue close
consultationsin this regard with their counterpartsin
the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Wangexpressed Beijing'sreadiness toimplementthe
25-year cooperation document. The Chinese foreign
minister stressed Beijing's commitmentto continuing
cooperation with Tehran to contain the coronavirus
outbreakand providing any volume of the required
vaccine foraslongas Tehranrequests.

In this telephone conversation, the Chinese foreign
minister stressed that the leaders of the two countries
are determined to fully expand bilateral relations, and
therefore Beijing, justasin the past, will continue to
cooperate and consult with the Islamic Republic of Iran
atalllevels, includingmutual cooperationinregionaland
international organizations.

Amir-Abdollahian described relations between the two
countries as strategic, emphasizing Tehran's serious
effortsto follow up onthe agreementsreached between
PresidentXi]Jinpingand President Ebrahim Raisiina
recent telephone call between the two sides, as well
asthe fullimplementation of the 25-year cooperation
document.

Following the beginning of talks between Iran and the
European Union, which took place the day before at the
level of deputy foreign minister and deputy secretary
general and political director of the European External
Action Service; the Iranian foreign minister explained
the framework of the talks and the definite policy of
the Islamic Republic of [ran which is the effective and
complete removal of unilateral and illegal sanctions
imposed by America. Amir-Abdollahianalso criticized
theinaction ofthe three European countries.

Thetop Iranian diplomatemphasized thatthe talkshave
started inapositive and constructive direction, which
was confirmed by both sides atthe end of yesterday's
talks, and therefore it was agreed that the negotiations
will continue atthe samelevel in Brussels by the next
twoweeks.

undo Trump'sactionsand return to the deal. Inthe meantime,
Tehranhasalso stressed thatthe Bidenadministration'sreturnto
theagreementwithoutlifting the sanctionsisnotimportantatall.
To shedlighton the issue, we reached out to Barbara Slavin,
theactingdirector ofthe Future of Iran Initiative at the Atlantic
Council's South Asia Center.Answering a question about the
possibility of beginning the talks to revive the JCPOA, Slavin
expressed hope for the beginning of the talks.And while Iran
hasannounced its readiness to start constructive result-based
negotiations, she said, "It seemsthe [raniansideis still dragging
itsheelsand thatthere willbe more ‘talks abouttalks’in Brussels
beforeareturnto Vienna."




Algeria expresses regretover Israeli regime membership in

AU

Algerian Foreign Ministerexpressedregretthatdespite oppositions, the Zionist Regime'smembershipin
the African Unionwillbe discussed atthe ministerialmeeting ofthe unionin Addis Ababa.

Theissue ofacceptingthe Zionistregimeasan observer memberofthe African Union willbe discussed
attheministerial meeting ofthe unionin Addis Ababa, Algerian Foreign Minister Ramatan Lamarasaid.
However, many countries, especially Algeria, opposed thisunfortunate and dangerous decision, he also

added.

30000 Rials

Accordingtohim, these countries supported Africa'shighestinterestbased on the unity ofitsnations.
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Unfortunately, the proposal of Nigeriaand Algeria toreject Zionists' membershipwas opposed by some
countries, includingMoroccoanditsalliesand the Democratic Republicofthe Congo, he said.
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Iran cautions Azerbaijan not to fallin

“Terrorist Incident’: UK M P David Amess

Stabbed to Death

British Member of Parliament David Amess, 69, has died

after being stabbed several times during a meeting with his

constituentsatachurchineastern England. A-25year-old suspect

hasbeenarrested.

Reports said a man walked into Belfairs
Methodist Churchin Leigh-on-Sea, south Essex,
where Amess was holdinga surgerywithlocals
on Fridayand attacked the politician.

“He was treated by emergency services but,
sadly,died atthe scene,” police said. “A 25-year-
old man was quickly arrested after officers
arrived atthe scene on suspicion of murderand
aknife wasrecovered,” AlJazeerareported.
Inastatement, the Metropolitan Police has said
thatthemurder of Amesshasbeendeclaredasa
“terroristincident”, with the investigationbeing
led by its Terrorism Command, the agency said
inastatementposted onsocial media.
Detectivessaid they were notlookingforanyone
elsein connection with theincident. There was
no detail about the motivation for the attack
but the chief constable of Essex police later
said counterterrorismofficersareleading the
investigation.

“The investigationisinits very early stages
andisbeingled by officers from the specialist
counterterrorism command,” Ben-Julian
Harringtontold reporters.

“It will be for investigators to determine
whether ornotthisisaterroristincident.”
Colleagues from across parliamentexpressed
their shock and sorrow and paid tribute to
Amess, who held regular meetings with voters
on the first and third Fridays of the month,
sayinghe wasdiligentin his duties to hislocal

area. Amess leaves behind a wife and five
children.

Flagsin Downing Streetwereloweredintribute.
UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson said he and
his cabinet were “deeply shocked and heart-
stricken”.

“David was aman who believed passionately
inthis countryandinits future,and we'velost
today a fine public servantand amuch-loved
friend and colleague,” Johnson said.

The prime minister would notsay whether the

attackmeant politicians needed tighter security,
saying, “We mustreallyleave the police to geton
withtheirinvestigation.”
Amesshasbeenamember of parliament for
Southend West, whichincludes Leigh-on-Sea,
since 1997,buthasbeenalawmakersince 1983.
He was a well-liked member of parliament,
bestknown for his ceaseless campaign to have
Southend declaredacity.

His websitelists his main interests as “animal
welfareand pro-lifeissues”.

Violence against British politicians israre,
buttwo other British lawmakers have been
attacked this century during their “surgeries”,
regular meetings where constituents can
presentconcernsand complaints.

InJune 2016, Labor Party lawmaker Jo Cox was
fatally stabbed and shotin hernorthern England
constituency. Amember of the far right was
convicted ofher murder.

In 2010, Labor lawmaker Stephen Timms
survived astabbinginhis constituency office.
JacquiSmith, chair ofthe Jo Cox Foundation, said
inastatementon Twitter that Amess’s deathis
a “tragicloss for those who knew and loved Sir
David”.

“I'’knew him as a generous and dedicated
colleaguein Parliament. Publiclife mustbe safe
forthoseweasktoserveinourdemocracy - that
isaresponsibility forusall.”

Leader of the Labor Party Keir Starmer said
on Twitter that David was a “dedicated public
servant”.

“Informed by his faith, David had a profound
sense of duty, that [ witnessed firsthand in
parliament,” Starmer said.

“We will show once more that violence,
intimidation and threats to our democracy will
never prevail over the tireless commitment of
publicservants simply doing theirjobs.”

Chris Doyle, the director ofthe Council for Arab-
British Understanding - who knewboth Amess
and Cox-told AlJazeerathatthekillingof Amess
would have a “chilling effect on British politics
-thewayinwhichyougetthatvitalinterchange
betweenanelected member of parliament, part
ofthelegislature,and the constituents thatthey
represent.”

devils' trap

Iran Dismisses Azeri Leader’s Drug

Trafficking Allegations

- The Iranian Foreign Ministry’s spokesperson categorically

rejected as “surprising” and “fake” the accusationsraised by the

Republic of Azerbaijan’s President [Tham Aliyev that [ran has

worked with Armenia on organized drugtrafficking.

“Unfortunately, it seems that despite the
positive and private messagesreceived
from Bakuinvarious phone calls, the Azeri
government has an intention to make
baseless media statements that, of course,
willberesponded appropriately,” Saeed
Khatibzadeh said on Friday, adding that
theIranianand Azerinations enjoy strong
cordial relations.

Emphasizing Iran’s leading role in
fighting drug smuggling, he said thatas
repeatedly confirmed by international
bodies, thousands of [ranian police officers
havelosttheirlives and many others have
beenwounded inthe campaign against
narcotics over the past four decades -
whichis only an example of the Islamic
Republic’s endeavorto battle the sinister
phenomenon.

Speaking duringavideotaped address
at a meeting of the Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS) Council of the
Heads of State in Minsk on Friday, Aliyev
claimed that for years Armenia and Iran
used the territory of Nagorno-Karabakh to
transportdrugs to Europe. Healso claimed
thatthe volume of heroin seized by his

country along the general Azerbaijani-
Iranian border has doubled compared to
thesame periodinpreviousyears.
Addressingthe same meeting, Armenia’s
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyanrejected
Aliyev’s accusation, saying that “law
enforcementbodies of Armeniaand Iran
are closely and effectively cooperating
againstillegal drugtrafficking.”

“We are very closely cooperating with
Iran’s law enforcementbodiesand are
fightingvery effectively againstillegal drug
trafficking.I can also present numbers
which demonstrate that the volume of
seized drugsand thenumber ofarrestsin
illegal drug trafficking cases have grown
by three, four and even more times,”
Pashinyan stated.

Meanwhile on Friday, Secretary of Iran’s
Supreme National Security Council
Ali Shamkhanireacted to Azerbaijan’s
accusations and said inattention
to the principles and requirements of
neighborhood and utterance of false and
unconstructive statements are notasign
ofgoodwill and prudence.
“Levelingaccusations againsta country
the international community recognizes
asafrontrunnerinthe narcotics fight will
haveno effectbutinvalidate the speaker’s
words,” hesaidinatweet.

The top Iranian security official urged
Aliyevtobe cautious about costly traps set
by evil powers, Press TVreported.

Chiefof Staffof

with the Russian Federation.

week.

Iranian Armed
KForces to visit

Moscow

Chief of Staff of the Iranian
Armed Forces Major-General
Mohammad Bagheri will visit
Moscow atthe head of a high-
ranking military delegation to
develop mutual cooperation

Commodore Reza Khosravi
Moqgaddam, the military
attaché of the Embassy of the
Islamic Republic of Iran in
the Russian Federation made
theannouncementon Friday,
saying that Major-General
Bagheriwill travel to Moscow
atthe official invitation of the
Russian Defense Minister
General Sergei Shoigu next

According to  Khosravi
Moqgaddam, General Bageri
is scheduled to discuss
and exchange views with
the Russian officials on the
development of cooperation
andjointdefense and military
relations, the fight against
terrorism and investigating
regional and international
changes.
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