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Home appliance trade
balance to become 100%
positiveby 2025

[ranian Industry, Mining,and Trade Minister Reza
FatemiAmin has said the country’shome appliance
exportsare settobecome twice as much as the
volume ofimportsbytheIranian calendaryear 1404
(startsinMarch 2025), IRNAreported.
Speakinginameeting with the representatives of
the country’shome appliance manufacturers on
Saturday, Fatemi Amin said: “Statistics show that
the exportofhomeappliancesismuchlessthanthe
importsinthissector.”

Emphasizing that despite the growth of production
inthehomeappliance industry, the ratio ofexports
toimportsisnotdefensible, the officialadded: "This
trend should change so thatthe exportstoimports
ratiowould double by 1404."

“Plans should be made so thatnextyear we will see
a50percentgrowthin exports overimports,” he
said, noting thatan appropriate trade balance in
thehomeappliancesindustryisthe nextgoalin this
sector forthe Iranian calendaryear 1402 (beginsin
March2023).

StatingthatIranisinagood positioninterms of
variety and quantity ofhome appliance production
the ministerstressed: “Itshould be noted thatthe
production growthand development of products
inthis sector should also continue.”

Over the past few years, the Iranian government
hasbeenfollowinganew strategy for supporting
domestic production to neutralize the impacts of
the U.S.sanctionswhilereducingthereliance of the
economy on oilrevenues.

Thehome appliances sector hasbeen one of the
pioneersinthisregard andlike many otherareas,
the production ofhomeappliances haswitnessed a
significantriseinthe pasttwoyears.

Iran exported $200 million worth of home
appliances during the previous Iranian calendar
year (ended on March 20),accordingto an official
with the Industry, Miningand Trade Ministry.
Keyvan Gordan, director-general of the electrical,
metal,and home appliances office of the Industry
Ministry said the ministry has targeted $600 million
of exports for the mentioned sector in the current
year.

Speakinginagathering of the country’s home
appliance parts manufacturersin early May, Gordan
said Iran halted theimports ofhome appliancesin
June 2018 to supportdomestic production,and last
year we achieved self-sufficiency in this sector.
“Thisyear weintend to increase production and
haveastrong presence in exportdestinations,” he
stressed.

Pointing to the $6 billion turnover of the home
appliance industry, the official said: “This industry
has provided 300,000 directjobsaswellasone
million indirect jobs in the country and 500
manufacturing companies are currently active in
thissector.”"Backin April, Deputy Industry, Mining,
and Trade Minister MehdiSadeqi Niaraki said that
the country’shome appliance industry grew by
78-percentinthe pastIranian calendaryear.
Niarakinoted that considering the [ranian home
applianceindustry’sinfrastructure and capacities,
the countrywillbe able to become anetexporter of
suchproductsinthenear futurebecause mostofthe
raw materials needed by the mentioned sectorare
produced domestically.Stating that the Industry,
Mining,and Trade Ministry will definitely support
domestic manufacturers and national brands,
the officialadded: "Today we have the necessary
manpower, knowledge, and infrastructure in the
field, sothereisnoreasontolookfor foreign sources
tomeetthe country’sdemands.”
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Finland’s capacities to partlyresolve Iran's

water problems

Chairman of Iran-Finland Joint Chamber of

Commerce Gholam-Hossein Jamili believes

Iran can take advantage of Finland'’s capacities

to partly resolveits water problems, reiterating

thatthe geography of trade is changingin the

world.

%Jjg;a

Speakingto ILNA
news agency
and touching

N E w s upon the latest

NEWS condition of the
SINEEE trade between
Iranand Finland,
Jamili said that the Iran-
Finland Joint Chamber
of Commerce has been
established in recent
month, and Iran should
not forgetthe necessity
of ties with countries
because countries like
Finland can help Iran to
developitsindustriesin
differentfield.
On the goals of the
chamber, he said Finland
hashightalentin transfer
and export of new
technology anditcanbe
considered by Iran for
developing its current
industries. He added
that Finland is among
the top countriesin the
field of start-ups and it
canbe agood model for
Iranwhichisitselfamong
the top countriesin the
Middle East.
Jamili went on to say
that the issue of water
isone of the vital issues
in the life and modern
world and notonly Iran

ISFAHAN

is struggling with itbut
alsomostcountrieshave
seriousrestrictions and
problems in the field
of water and they are
looking for reforming
the consumption and
managementmodels.
He noted that in fact
Finland acts much
distinguished in this
field comparingto other
countries and Iran can
take advantage of this
capacity forsolvingsome
partofits water shortage.
He also pointed to the
importance of Finland
inthefield of education,
and said in the field of
education Finland also
has different modern,
sophisticated and
distinguished models
which can advance
some works to help the
country’s education
climate.

Jamili reiterated that
Iran’s presence and
relation in Europe has
been mostly in Westand

South Europe andithas
paidlessattentionto the
Nordicand Scandinavian
areas while there are
many commonalities
inthisfield forIran,and
the capacity of Iranians
residinginthose areas
have always been
unnoticed.

"Denmark, Finland, and
Sweden are of those
countries which canhave
potential capacities for
Iran to take advantage
ofit."

On the trade volume of
the two countries, he said
that the trade volume
is not a criterion for
weighing thelevel of the
ties,adding that Finnish
companies are essential
conservatives and even
after the signing of the
JCPOA, they were among
thelast countries which
expressed theirinterests
for cooperation with Iran.
He expressed hope that
by thelaunch of the Iran-
FinlandJoint Chamber of

Commerce, the ground
for transparent trade
between Tehran and
Helsinki would be paved
and the trade volume of
the two countries moves
towards considerable
rise.

He admitted that the
trade volume of the two
countries has declined
thisyear comparingtothe
precedingyear.

Jamili also stressed that
the geography of trade
and trade exchangesin
the region, South East
Asia, China, India, the
Persian Gulf states, CIS
and East Europe states
is changing and new
balance will be formed
and some of them will
be because ofthe routes
of trade exchange and
logistics.

Hereiterated thatrecent
tensionbetween Armenia
and Azerbaijan will have
noimpactonIran’strade
with Finland.

Iran Monthly Exports
Upby 25%: Official

Iran’s exportsin the calendar month to
September 22 rose by 25% in value terms
compared to the previous month, an official
said.

Iranian customs office (IRICA) Rouhollah
Latifisaid on Saturday thatexportsin the
calendar month to September 22 had risen
by 25% in value terms compared to the
previous month.

He noted that Iran has posted a trade
deficitof$2.345 billion for September with
exportstotaling $4.145 billionand imports
at$6.490billion, accordingto figures by the
Iranian customs office (IRICA).
Latifi said that the value of exports in
Septemberhadincreased by 56% against
the similar month last year,adding that
the weight of overseas shipments had
increased by 75% against September 2020
and by 103% against the month to late
August.

figures.

Main exports destination in September
included Turkey at $1.202 billion as
shipmentsto the neighboring countryrose
more than 10 fold in volume term and five
fold invalue terms compared to August,
said the IRICA spokesman, adding that
shipments to Turkey had increased seven
fold or 696% compared to September 2020.
ExportstoIraqamounted to $677 million,
up 86% against Augustthisyearand 19%
against September 2020, showed IRICA
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Iranian Red Crescent
Society (IRCS) importedits
24th shipmentof COVID-19
vaccine into the country
on Sunday including six
million doses of COVID-19
vaccine of 'Sinopharm’
type.

Head of Iranian Red
Crescent Society (IRCS)
Karim Hemmatibroke the
news on Sunday and said
thatthe 24th shipment of
COVID-19 vaccine of the
Society was imported
into the country, a total

IRCS imports 24th shipment of COVID-19
vaccine

of which was delivered to
the Ministry of Health and
Medical Education.

He went on to say that
18 million doses of the
COVID-19 vaccine were
imported into the country

by the Society within

the framework of three
separate
adding that it is for the
time that 18 million doses
of the COVID-19 vaccine
of Sinopharm type, are
imported into the country
inaweek.

shipments,
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‘Comprehensive
plans underway
todevelop non-oil
exports'

Head of Iran’s
Trade  Promotion
Organization (TPO)
has said major plans
are underway for

developing the
country’s non-
oil exports, IRNA
reported.

“Weare trying to boost

our non-oil exports
by improving the
logistics sector and
preferential tariffs,
and also by reforming
laws, regulations,
and structuresin the
trade advisory sector,”
Alireza Peyman Pak
said on Saturday.
Accordingto the plans,
priorities have been
setforthe exporttarget
marketstoincreasethe
country's exports by
$35 billion over the
nextfouryears, hesaid.
The official noted that
in countries such as
Venezuela, with which
Iran has close financial
ties, a mechanism
has been defined for
barter trade of priority
goods,includinghome
appliances.

“Considering  the
fact that most of
the countries are

promoting domestic
productioninrecent
years, we are also
considering the
exports of parts and
evenjointproduction
ofsome productsinthe
comingyears,” Peyman
Pakadded.

To support non-
oil exports during
the sanctions and
the coronavirus
pandemic, the [ranian
government has
defined some new
strategies and has
been pursuing them
vigorously.

The major strategy
is to focus on the
neighboring countries
and thetrade partners
in the region, and
it is, in fact, one of
the top priorities
of the government
for defying the U.S.
sanctions.Backin April,
Iran’s Supreme Council
of Non-oil Exports
Promotion approved
new regulations
for facilitating the
country’snon-oil trade,
especially with the
neighboring countries,
inthe currentlranian
calendaryear (started
onMarch21).
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Iran, Syria
stressneed to
strengthen,
deepen
relations
between the

two countries
Iran’s Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir-
Abdollahianand Syrian
President Bashar al-
Assad discussed
developments in
bilateral relations,
regional developments
and international
issues.

Inthe meeting at the
Presidential Palace
on Saturday, Amir-
Abdollahianand Assad
stressed the need to
strengthenand deepen
relations between the
two countries.

They also
exchanged views on
developments in
Afghanistan, Yemen,
Iraqand Syria.

The Iranian foreign
minister called the

extensive contacts
between the high-
ranking officials

of Iran and Syria
an indicator of the
depth of relations
between them
and congratulated
Damascus on its
political, international
and field victories.

He also said that
the diplomatic
atmosphere in the
recent UN General
Assembly meetings
indicated that the
situation has changed
in Syria's favor.
Amir-Abdollahian
explained the policy
ofthe Islamic Republic
of Iran towards the
developments in
Afghanistan. He said,
"We are in contact
with all parties in
Afghanistan, including
the Taliban, and we
invite them to form
a  comprehensive
government.”
Duringthe meeting, the
Syrian presidentstated
thatinthe shorttime
thathas passed since
his previous meeting
with the Iranian
foreign minister,
many changes have
taken place ‘thathave
benefited all ofus.”
Assad noted that Syria
managed to hold a
presidential election
successfully.

He added that the
US withdrawal from
Afghanistan marks the
emergence ofnew axes
and the decline of the
Western axis.

—

AEOI chief:

Safeguard, JCPOA-related

cameras fundamentally
different

Referring to the camerasinstalled atIran's nuclear
sites, the head ofthe Atomic Energy Organization of
Iran (AEOI) said thatthe Safeguard and JCPOA-related
cameras are fundamentally different from each other
Asked about the difference between the cameras
installed atIran's nuclearsites, the head ofthe Atomic
Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI) said, "At the
definite time, [AEA inspectors review the memory

cards of the safeguard cameras in the nuclear sites.
thenthey cutthe cards,leavingthemasideinasealed
envelope."Inanother word, underregulations of the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and the
Safeguards Agreement, the agency’s camerasrecord
dataatlran’s nuclearsitesjustlike othersitesacross
the world.In December 2020, the Iranian Parliament
passed the Law on "Strategic Action Plan to Counter
Sanctions and Protect Rights of the People" that
prompted the Iranian administration torestrictthe
IAEA’'sinspections and accelerate the development of
the country’s nuclear program beyond the limits set
by the 2015 Iran nuclear agreement.

data.

US Involved in Color Revolutions in
Eastern Europe amid Decline

APolishpolitician highlighted the role of the
United Statesin changingpolitical realities

in Eastern and Central European countries

through colorrevolutions and by destroying

the social structure ofall those countries.

Inaninterview with

the secretariatofthe

2nd International

N E w s Conference on the

Decline ofthe United

NEWS States: The Post-

_m American World,

the Polish politician and

publicist, Mateusz Piskorski,

shared his views on the
decline ofthe United Sates.

Referring to the book The

End of History by Francis

Fukuyama whom together

with  other political

scientists tried to explain

the idea that there is no

alternative and that the

United States is the only

single geopolitical force

in the world, in all areas

of public and human life,

Piskorski focused on the

decline ofthe United States

inits Eastern and Central

European policy.

“Thismeansthatontheone

hand they were trying to

impose their own views

on geopolitics,” Piskorski

believed, adding, “On the

other hand, they were

also trying to monopolize

all other fields of life.

Some countries in Central

Europe wereimposingthe

Americanideology ofneo-

liberalism, particularly

in their social, economic

life, and destroying all

the elements of collective

o
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- Interview

US Decline and American Color
Revolutions in Eastern Europe

Dr. Mateusz Andrzej Piskorski

Polish politician and publicist

identity, and going to
the kind of extreme
individualism which was
promoted by the United
States to destroy the social
structure of all those
countries.”“Nevertheless,
still there were some
countries which were
not under the control of
America,” headded. “There
were basically two types
of countries which hadn't
gone under their control.
The first type was very
chaotic countries like
Ukraine, which were based
basically on the oligarchy.
Ontheotherhand, countries
like Belarus which had
chosen their own unique
way of economicand social
development and which
werenotacceptingtheidea
thatthereisno alternative
otherthanthe neo-liberal
globalistideology promoted
by the United States.Inboth
typesofthose countries, we
haveseencolorrevolutions.”
“Actually, youhad also such
anexperienceinlran,” he

went on to say, “Where
they tried to organize
similar destabilization of
your country [after] the
presidential elections
several years ago. They
are still doing that
sometimes, by abusing
the electoral periods and
conflictbetween different
candidatesand trytorecruit
some of the members of
local political elites for their
own causes.”“Concerning
whathas happened lately
after the election of Joe
Bidenasthenextpresident
of the United States,”
Piskorskipointed out, “we
understand thatthe United
Statesis withdrawing from
several regions which they
managed to destabilize
before, and it's not only
the Afghanistan or Iraq,
butalso some of the post-
SovietCentraland Eastern
European countries.”

Piskorski held that the
change of strategy of the
United States is necessary
concerning the decline of

thehegemony ofthe United
States. He maintained that
theyarenomoreabletouse
technologies, which used to
bevery efficientin thelast
decade. “So, it is obvious
thatthe United States are
nomore capable ofkeeping
and fundingas protectorsall
overtheworld,” heasserted,
adding, “They will probably
try to focus on other
methods of destabilizing
the internal situation in
different countries like
thoseinthe Middle Eastor
Central Asia. And probably
whatwe have witnessed in
Belarus will be also used
in other parts ofthe world;
Notactingdirectly, butvia
proxies.”“The decline of
the United States isnota
process which will last for
oneortwoyears,” Piskorski
added. “Ithink it will take
another few decades for
the United States to leave
theinternational relations
system.We are witnessing
amultipolarworld, whichis
shapingnow.”

Mohammad Eslami:
Morethan 120kg of
uranium enriched to

20%

Iran has amassed more than 120kg of
20% enriched uranium, well above the
level agreed tointhe 2015 deal with
world powers, the head of Iran’s atomic
energyagency told.

“We have passed 120 kilograms,” said
Mohammad Eslami, head of Iran’satomic

energy organisation. “We have more than
that figure. Our people know well that
[western powers] were meantto give
usthe enriched fuelat20% touseinthe
Tehranreactor,buttheyhaven’'tdone so.
“Ifour colleagues donotdoit, we would
naturally have problems with thelack of
fuelforthe Tehranreactor”
In September the International Atomic
Energy Agencyreported thatIran had
boosted its stocks of uranium that had
been enriched above the percentage

powers.

May.

allowedinthe 2015 deal with world

It estimated that Iran had 84.3kg of
uranium enriched to 20%, up from
62.8kgwhenthe IAEAlastreportedin

On Friday, Iran’s foreign minister,
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian said he
was optimistic that talks on reviving
the 2015 deal would make progress,
provided Washington fully resumed its
commitments.

Iraqi early parliamentary elections officially started on
Sunday morning and Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafaal-

Kadhimi casthis ballot.

After casting hisballotin one of the polling stationsin
Baghdad, Mustafa al-Kadhimi said, “We fulfilled our
promise given to the Iraqi nationand I call onall eligible

Iraqipeople totake partintheelection.”

The Iraqi prime minister called on Iraqi citizens to

participate massivelyin the elections.

The parliamentary electioninIraqin Octoberis the first
electionthatis held withoutenforcementof curfew, he
said,adding thateveryone mustparticipate in changing

thereality ofIraq.

"Tomorrow on Monday, I will announce the great
achievement of security. We have provided all the
necessary conditions for the Independent High Electoral

Commission.”

Iraqi Parliamentary elections Kick offofficially

Headdressed the Iraqgipeople and stated that your votes
arevaluable, so do not missthe opportunity to change.
Iraqi President Barham Salih also participated in the 5th
round of Iraq’s Parliamentary Election and casthis vote in
oneofthe polling stationsinIraq.
OtherlIraqipolitical figuresincludingtheleader ofIraq’s
Sadr Movement, Muqtada al-Sadr, former Iraqi prime
ministers Nourial-Malikiand Adil Abdul Mahdi cast their
ballotsindifferentpolling stationsin Iraq.
The secretary-general ofthe Asa’ib Ahlal-Haq Movement
Sheikh Qais Khazaliand Nechirvan Barzani, head of the
Iraqi Kurdistanregion also took partin the 5th Iraqi

Parliamentary Election and casttheir ballotsin one ofthe

polling stations.
Accordingly, the electionisscheduledtoend at6:00 p.m.
(Iraqlocaltime).
Iraqi High Electoral Commission hasannounced thatabout

In this regard, the cameras
installed at the country’s
nuclear sites as part of the
2015 nuclear deal were
deactivated due to the
failure ofthe otherpartiesto
live up to their commitments.
The TAEA inspectors take
out these old memory cards
and seal them in the presence of the
Iranian side, Mohammad Eslami said, adding that
therefore the inspectors donothave access to the

NEWS

v

Iraqi F-16 fighterjets attack
ISILhideoutin Diyala

Iragimediareported thatlraqifightersattacked an
ISILhideoutinthe easternIraqiprovince of Diyala.
ThelragiMinistry of Defense announced thatseveral
F-16fighterjets of the Iraqi Air Force attacked the
hideout of ISIL terroristsin the city of Khanaqginin
Diyala province on Saturday.

Security sources also confirmed thatanumber of
ISILterroristshad beenkilled inanattack by IraqgiAir
Force F-16fighterjets.

Inrecentdays, [raqi mediahavereported thatthe
remnant members of the ISIL terrorist group in
Diyala province attacked security forces.
Accordingtothereports, 3 people were martyred
and4peoplewereinjuredinheavy clashesbetween
security forcesand ISILterroristsin Diyala province.
Followingtheliberation of MosulinJuly 2017 and the
end ofthe alleged caliphate of ISIL, many terrorists
hidintheIraqi provinces, especially Diyala, Kirkuk,
Saladin, Al Anbar, and Nineveh, which have suitable
geographical conditions for operations. They have
carried outvarious terroristoperations over the
pastyear.

Palestinians Condemn Qil
Dealbetween UAE, Israel

Palestinians held protests across the occupied
territoriesin condemnation ofareported oil deal
between the Israeliregime and the United Arab
Emirates.

The demonstrations, which came on Saturday
throughoutvarious parts of the occupied territories,
marked atleastthe second type of the rallies that
havebeen condemningthe controversialagreement,
Turkey’s official Anadolu Agency reported.
Accordingtothelsraeliregime’s publicbroadcaster
Kan, this time the demos were also partaken by
legal activistsinaddition to environmentalists, who
have been protesting the agreement’s potential
implications.

The agreementis yettobe approved by Israeli
ministers, among whom Tamar Zandberg, the
regime’s environmental protection minister; whohas
reportedlyvoiced her opposition tothe deal.
Theagreementwasfirstreported onby AP on August
14.

According to the report, the deal was made last
September as part of the so-called “Abraham
Accords.”

The accords saw the United States facilitating
normalization agreements between the occupying
regime and araft of regional countries, including
the UAE.

The détente pactshavebeenrappedacrosstheboard
by all Palestinian groups, as well as many regional
peoplesand governments. Opponents have called
thema “stabintheback” of Palestineand its cause of
liberation from Israeli occupationand aggression.
Ithasbeen struckbetweenthe Europe-AsiaPipeline
Company, a Tel Aviv-owned corporation,and MED-
RED Land Bridge,ajointIsraeli-Emirativenture.

25
million people are

eligible torunin the parliamentary elections.

Earlier, the firstround of parliamentary elections was held

with the participation of certain groups, including the Iraqi

Armed Forces. The election turnoutin the firstround was

announced at 69 percent.




- -
- Aeadlines
S )

Iran’s Leader calls for punishment of perpetrators of terrorist
attackin Kunduz

Followingthetragicexplosioninamosquein Kunduzprovincein Afghanistanandalargenumberofprayingpeople
losingtheirlives, Leader ofthelslamicRevolution Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei emphasized punishmentofthose
involvedinthisterrible crimeand theneedto preventsuchdisasters.

Inthe Name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful
Thebitterand tragicexplosionin the mosque of Khanabad regionin Kunduz, whichled to theloss of thelives ofa

30000 Rials

largenumber ofthe prayingbelievers, has grieved us.The Afghan officials in ourneighboring, brother countryare

seriously expected to punishthebloodthirsty perpetrators of thismajor crime and take allmeasuresto preventthe
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Iran, Syriastress NEWS
need to strengthen,

. news
deepenrelations
I et

5 | visit' Tehran
. .ye incoming
Finland’s capacities "
ays: Amir-
topartlyresolve Abdollahian
Iran's water Iranian Foreign Minister
problems HosseinAmir-Abdollahia.n
announced that his
. Syrian counterpart Faisal
II'dIlMOllthly Mekdad will visit Tehran
EX])OI‘tS UI) by %25: incomingdays.Following
Official

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

a meeting with Faisal
o MekdadinDamascus, Amir-
Abdollahiansaid, “Relations
betweenIranand Syriaare
strategic and Damascus

04:44:16 considersaslran’sstrategic
Noon call to prayer: allyandwehaveshownover
11:50:00 theyearsthatwewillnever

Evening call to prayer:

LVE SRS

WEATHER

leave our allies on their
ownindifficulttimes”."As
we were with Syriaduring
the fightagainstterrorism,
we are with Syria now
and the two countriesare
actively cooperatingand
interactingwitheachother.
Iranand Syriaarelooking
for implementation of
recentagreementsassoon
aspossible,"headded.

reoccurrence of suchtragedies.lask God tobestow Hisblessingsuponand elevate the positionofthe martyrs of this
eventandaskforurgenthealingoftheinjuredand patience and peacefortheirrelativesand survivors.

Mohammad Eslami: More than 120kg
of uranium enriched to %20

Iraqis Start Voting in Early Parliamentary
Elections

Iraqi people on Sunday morning began heading to the

pollsin parliamentary elections, which are held earlier

than their original 2022 schedule in response to the

publicdemands for economicreforms.

Pollsopenedat7:00a.m.local time (0400
GMT) on Sunday,and will closeat6:00 p.m.
More than 25 million citizens are eligible
tovote. Voters are supposed to presenta
biometriccard forwhatis conceived asafully
electronicvoting process. However, some
have notreceived the cardsand authorities
say provisions have been made to ensure
theyarenotexcluded.

Atotal of 329 seatsareup for grabsin the
election. Morethan 3,240 candidatesarein
therunning,including950 women.
One-quarter of the seats are reserved for
female candidates, and nine for minorities
including Christians and Izadis.

The elections were originally planned to
beheldin 2020, butthe date was brought
forward in response to a mass protest
movementthatbroke outin 2019 to call for
economicreforms, better publicservices,
and an effective fightagainstunemployment
and corruptioninstateinstitution.

The voteisalso taking place under anew
electionlaw thatdivides Iraqinto smaller
constituencies, another demand of the
protesters,and allows formoreindependent
candidates.

Around 600 international observers,
including 150 from the United Nations, are
monitoringthe voting process.

“Iraqis should have the confidence to vote
astheyplease,in an environment free of
pressure,intimidation and threats,” the
United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq
(UNAMI) said ahead ofthe polls.

Security forces, prisoners and those
displaced by Daesh’s terror campaign voted
inspecial early polls Friday, head of the
countrywide general election.
Thevotingisunderway under tightsecurity,
with all airports closed from Saturday
eveningtodawnon MondayacrossIraq.

The biggestbloc Sairoon, with 54 seats
inthelastassembly,isled by influential
Shiite Muslim scholar Muqtadaal-Sadr. Itis
expectedtostrengthenitsholdinparliament
afterscoringbiginthe 2018 elections.
Other major players are the Fatah
(Conquest) Alliance led by Hadi al-Ameri,
whoalsoheadsthe Badr Organization, one
ofthe factions of the anti-terror Hashd al-
Sha’abi-now integrated intoregularIraqi
armed forces, and a political movement
called “Harakat Huqooq”. Itis close to the
Hezbollah Brigades, another group under
operatingunder the command of Hashd
al-Sha’abi.

Former prime minister Nourial-Maliki, who
ledIraqfrom 2006 to 2014, heads the State
of Law Alliance.

The Alliance of State Forces brings together
factionsaligned to former Prime Minister
Haideral-Abadi,and Shiite cleric Ammaral-
Hakim, wholed theIslamic Supreme Council
oflraqfrom2009to2017.

Parliament Speaker Mohammed al-
Halbousi,leadsthe Tagaddum (Progress)
movement. [tisanumbrellabody forseveral
Sunni parties, politicians,and triballeaders
from Baghdad and other provincesin the
westand north ofthe country:.

The Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) and
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) are
alsothetwomajor Kurdish political factions
intheelections.
‘AdefiningmomentforlIraq’
Iraqiofficialsand religious leaders have
beenencouragingpeople foralarge turnout
intheelection.Iraq’stop clericand awidely
respected authority, Grand Ayatollah Ali al-
Sistani, hascalled foralarge turnout, saying
thatvotingremainsthebestway forIraqgisto
take partinshapingtheir country’s future.
Iraqi President Barham Salih on Saturday
said hebelieved agood turnoutwould bea
“turning point” and a “definingmoment.”
“Itwill close the road to saboteurs and to
those who try to manipulate the fate of the
country and the future ofits people,” Salih
stated.

Rereading Iraq’s chemical attack on Sumar,

Iran

The chemical attack on Sumar city in WestIran by the Iraqiarmy

wasone of the bitterestevents duringthe eight-year [ran-Iraqwar

(Sep1980,22 - Aug 1988,20), killinghundreds of defenseless

people.

Sumar was the first city in the world to be
attacked by chemical and mass destruction
weapons after the Second World War. The then
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein and his Baath
Party,accordingtotheinternational documents,
committed all kinds of war crimes, including
bombarding civilian areas and using chemical
weapons, duringthe eight-year Iran-Iraq war.
***Chemical attacks on Sumar

Sumaris the closestIranian city to Baghdad -
Iraq’s capital. The city wasbombed with chemical
weaponsseveral times by the [raqi army during
theeight-yearwar.

Anofficialreportbythe United Nations says that
Saddam Husseinused over 1,800 tons of mustard
gas, 600 tons of sarin gas, 400 tons of tabun gas
andover 100,000 chemical shellsand bombs
againstlran.

In the meantime, no international body
responsible for such crimes made any efforts
tostoptheIraqiarmyuse of chemical weapons

againstIran. Thiswas true during the whole
period of using chemical weapons by Saddam’s
army.

Intotal, over one million Iranian civilians and
combatants were exposed to chemical agents
duringover 350 chemical attacks. From among
these people, about 100,000 people were
severelyinfected and subjectto treatment.
Currently, thereare 65,000 [ranians identified
as chemically injured with clear complications
resulting from chemical contamination. These
peopleare supported by Iran’s Foundation of
Martyrsand Veterans Affairsand receive medical
services.Chemical attacks by the Baathi Regime
did notonly targetbattle areas, butalso cities
wereinvolved. The [ranian cities of Sardashtand
SumaraswellasHalabjahinIraqweretargeted.
Sumar wasinvolved in many Iranian military
operations during the eight-year war. It wasa
strategic city, the nearestIranian city to Iraqi
capitalandarichsource of oiland gasresources.
The Iraqiarmy carried out several chemical
attacksonthe city, includingin October8and 10
in1987.The attack targeted frontandlogistic
linesand even two civilian camps, resultingin
over 700injuriesand 160 deaths.

Austria’s Kurz Steps
Down as Chancellor

amid Graft Claims
Austria's Sebastian Kurz on Saturday
announced he was steppingdownas
chancellor following pressure on him
toresignafterhewasimplicatedina
corruptionscandal.

His announcementin a televised
media statement capsaspectacular
rise in politics and a tumultuous
fouryearsas chancellor,inwhich his
governmentalready collapsed once.
Kurz -- who in 2017 became the
world's youngest democratically
electedleader -- said he wanted to
"make space to prevent chaos", AFP
reported.

"Weneed stability," the 35-year-old

conservative said, addingitwould
be "irresponsible” to allow Austria
to "slide into months of chaos or
gridlock" while the EU member
of almost nine million fights the
pandemic.

Pressure onKurztoresign,including
fromhisownjunior coalition partner
the Greens, started after prosecutors
on Wednesday raided several
locations linked to his People's
Party (OeVP).They announced that
Kurz and nine other individuals
were under investigation over
claims that government money
was used between 2016 and 2018
inacorruptdeal to ensure positive
mediacoverage.Kurzhasdenied any
wrongdoing, reiterating on Saturday
thatallegations againsthim were

"false."

"[willbe able to clarify it; I'm sure
aboutthat," hesaid calmly.

Kurzsaid he would suggest Foreign
Minister Alexander Schallenbergas
new chancellor, while he would stay
onasOeVPleaderandalawmaker
inparliament.Vice Chancellor and
Greensleader Werner Kogler said
he would meet Schallenberg Sunday
todiscuss how the coalition would
continue to govern, calling Kurz's
resignationa "rightand important
step".Kogler on Friday had asked the
0eVPtoname another chancellor,
saying Kurz was "no longer fit for
office".But opposition parties
criticized the Greens for continuing
to work with the OeVP despite the
corruptionallegations.
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