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v

Iran, Kygyzstan explore
ways of expanding
economicties

Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian and his Kyrgyz counterpart
Ruslan Kazakbayev have discussed bilateral
relations, especially trade and economic
cooperation.

During ameeting on the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly in New York, the Kyrgyz
foreign minister congratulated Amir-
Abdollahian on hisappointmentas Iran’s
top diplomatand proposed a direct flight
between Bishkekand Tehran. Kazakbaevalso
expressed willingness to use the Iranian port
city of Bandar Abbas's capacity for transit
cooperation.

Kazakbaevdescribed traderelationsand the
presence of the private sectorasapermanent
basis for bilateral economic cooperation.
Heregretted adeclinein economicties with
Tehran, callingforanincreaseinsuchrelations
and announcing readiness to facilitate the
presence of the Iranian private sector in
Kyrgyzstan.The Kyrgyz Foreign Minister said
his country'sinternal conditions are better
than ever for the presence of [ranian economic
activists, calling for the two countries to work
together on cooperation within the framework
of the Eurasian Economic Union. He also
said Kyrgyzstan isready to cooperatein the
construction of arailway corridor between
the two countries. Amir-Abdollahian noted
thatthe foreign policy of the new Iranian
governmentgives priority to Iran’sneighbors
and neighboring regions. He thanked
Kyrgyzstan for supporting Iran's membership
inthe Shanghai Cooperation Organizationand
expressed hope thatthis membership would
increase trade between the two nations.

Exports frommining
sectorrise 126%in &
months onyear

The value of Iran’s exports from the mining
sectorstood at $5.088 billion in the first five
months ofthe currentIranian calendar year
(March 21-August 22), registeringa 126
percentincrease compared to the figure for the
same five monthsin the previousyear.

Based onthe official data, Iran exported 21.978
million tons of the mentioned products to
registeran 11 percentriseinterms of weight,
IRNAreported.Steel chain productsaccounted
forthebiggestshare of the exported products
duringthe period under review, with $3.089
billion of products being shipped to foreign
markets.Exports of steel productsregistered
a1l76percentgrowth, followed by copperand
copperproductswith $621,600 of exportsand
registeringan 82 percentgrowth year onyear.
Meanwhile, the highestexportgrowthinthe
mentioned period witha 373 percentrise
was achieved by ceramic, brick,and ceramic
products.Also, in the first five months of this
year, more than $183.3 million worth of zinc
products, $174.2 million worth of cement
products, $92.2 million worth of sponge
iron,and $69.6 million worth of stones and
related products were exported.Alumina
powder, titanium products, lead products,
molybdenum, chromium, granulated iron
ore,iron ore concentrate,and micawere other
products exported from the country's mining
and mineral industriesin the first five months
ofthe currentfiscal year.
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Nearly 700,00 TEUs of commodities loaded,
unloaded at Shahid Rajaee portino months

Asannouncedbyan official with Iran's Portsand
Maritime Organization (PMO), 694,450 twenty-
footequivalentunits (TEUs) of commodities

havebeenloaded and unloaded at Shahid Rajaee

port,inthe south of country, during the first five

months of the current Iranian calendar year

(March-21August22).
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Farhad Montaser

Kouhsari,the PMO’s

ISFAHAN deputy Head for
Portsand Economic

N E w s Affairs, said that
NEWS Shahid Rajaee
o port (Iran’s most
equippedandlargest

container port) accounted
for the highest amount
(87 percent) of container
operation conducted in the
ports of country during the
five-month period.

As the official has stated,
container operation has
increased 13 percentinthe
ports of [ran during the first
five months of the current
calendaryear,ascomparedto
thesame period oftimeinthe
pastyear.

He has announced that
906,218 TEUs of container
goods have beenunloaded
andloadedinthe country's
ports.

“This growth rate occurred
while most ofthe country's
portswerefacingthesituation
ofredindicatorof coronavirus

infection, but with the
planningand observance of
health procedures, we saw
an increase in container
performanceinthe country's
maritime sector”, he
highlighted.

Referring to the important
measures taken by the Ports
and Maritime Organization to
increase container operation,
Kouhsarisaid: "Increasing
container operationin the
country's ports is one of
the mostimportantissues
considered by the PMO.
Inthisregard, the completion
and operation of the third
phase of the container
terminal of Shahid Rajaee
portisone ofthe measures
thatwithits operation, the
capacity of this port will
increasefrom 6.5 million TEUs
t08.5million TEUs, headded.

'-_r'!gni u-ﬂ---l—!m

SHAHID RAJAEE SPECIAL ECO OMIC ZON 01‘

Meanwhile, loading and
unloading of goods in the
portsoflranrose 14 percent
duringthefirstfive months of
the currentlranian calendar
year,ascompared tothe same
period of the previous year,
the portal of the Ports and
Maritime Organization has
previouslyreported.
According to PMO’s Ports
Affairs Director Ravanbakhsh
Behzadian, loading and
unloading of goods at the
country’s commercial ports
reached 58.99 million tons
in the mentioned period,
whilethefigurestoodat51.73
milliontonsinthe pastyear’s
samefivemonths.

During the said five months,
unloading and loading
operationsin the container
sectorreached 8.66 million
tons, for dry bulk the figure

stoodat17.77 million tons,
inliquid bulk the figure was
1.94 million tons, while for
general cargo (general and
miscellaneous goods) itwas
8.37 million tonsand for the
petroleum productsloading
and unloading volume
amounted to 22.24 million
tons, Behzadiansaid.
Henotedthattheloadingand
unloading operationsinthe
dry bulk sector grew by six
percent in the mentioned
period compared to the last
year’s same time span, while
intheliquid bulk sector the
figure increased by 47.9
percent, inthe general cargo
sector the growth was 19.4
Percentand the petroleum
sector also experienced
a growth of 22.6 percent
compared to the same period
lastyear.

Iranappealsto
Chinese companies
forbillions in Qil
investments

Iran’s oil minister has said that his
countryintends toraise $145 billionin
domestic and foreign investments to
improve its oilindustry in the next 4-8
years, underlining the importance of
cooperation with Chinese companies.

Javad Owjiin a meeting with the head
of China Petroleum and Chemical
Corporation (Sinopec) office in Tehran,
Zhong Gouydoung on September 21
said that the Chinese company “is
fully familiar” with Iran’s oil and gas

fields. He praised Chinaas “afriend and
aligned” country and requested Chinese
investmentsin “shared oil projects”.
Owjisaid thatnew government wants
expanded cooperation with Chinese
companies to develop its oil projects
both in exploration and production
(upstream) and in refining and
petrochemicals (downstream).

Owji’s ambitious request comes as
in the past two decades Sinopec and
CNPC, another Chinese energy company,
have amade a total of just $4.4 billion
investmentsbetween 2007-2016.These
companies wereinvolved in phase one of
Yadavaranand Azadegan oil fields.
Iranian parliament’sresearch centerand

energy sector.

the oilministry have reported thatoverall
investmentsinthe energy sector have
substantially declined in the pastdecade.
Former oil minister Bijan Namdar
Zanganehand othershave said thatIran
needsup to $200 billion investments to
improve the industry.

China and Iran concluded a 25-year
cooperation pactin March thatis said
to contain up to $400 billion Chinese
investments, including $280 billioninthe

After sixmonths, however, Chinahasnot
move forward with any investments,
as US sanctions are still in place, with
negotiations torestore the JCPOA not
havingled toanagreementyet.
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foreign  minister

and Tehran,
that Armenia-Iran Joint
Commission should convene
asearlyaspossible.

For
Foreign Minister Hossein
Amirabdollahian described
mutual cooperation in the
energy sectorasanimportant
section  of
interaction between the two
neighbors.

Tehran is ready to host
Armenia’s energy minister
to discuss the capacities for
cooperation,headded.

Armenia Eyes Energy Cooperation
with Iran

The
of Armenia called for
cooperation withneighboring
Iran in the oil and energy
sectors.

Inameeting with his Iranian
counterpart, held on the
sidelines of the UN General
Assembly in New York on
Friday, Armenian Foreign
Minister Ararat Mirzoyan
stressed the need tolaunch
cooperation with [ranin the
oilindustryand energy sector.
Hailing the close and growing
relations between Yerevan

he wurged

his part, Iranian

economic
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Iran-EAEU
tradeup 96%
ind months

yr/yr

The value of trade
between Iran and
the members of the
Eurasian Economic
Union (EAEU)
exceeded $1.957
billion in the first
five months of the
current Iranian
calendaryear (March
21 - August 22) to
register 96 percent
growth compared to
the previous year’s
same period, [RNA
reported.
According to
Hossein Kakhaki,
director-general of
the International
Cooperation
Department of the
[slamic  Republic
of Iran Customs
Administration
(IRICA), [ran
exported over
$420.823 million
worthofcommodities
tothe EAEUmembers
inthe period under
review, 37 percent
more than the figure
forthe previousyear’s
same period.

During the said five
months, the Russian
Federation  with
$222.743 million,

Armenia with
$99.683 million,
Kazakhstan with
$63.677 million,
Kyrgyzstan  with
$26.981 million,

and Belarus with
$7.738 million of
importswerethe top
destinations for the
[ranianexportstothe
EAEU, according to
Kakhaki.

[ran’s imports from
the block exceeded
$1.526billionin the
mentioned period, to
registera 59 percent
rise compared to the
same period in the
previous year, the
official said.

Russian Federation
with $1.327 billion,
Kazakhstan with
$195.584 million,
Belarus with $9.616
million, Armenia
with $3.542 million
and Kyrgyzstan with
$269,000 were the
top five sources of
[ranianimports.
Iran and Eurasian
Economic  Union
reached afreetrade
agreementin October
2018based onwhich
about862 commodity
items were subjected
topreferential tariffs.
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Pakistani PM
Urges UN to
Mobilize Int'l
Community
to Help
Afghanistan

Pakistani Prime
Minister Imran
Khan early Saturday
morning urged
the United Nations
General Assembly
(UNGA) to mobilize
the international
community to extend
financial assistance
to Afghanistan during
the currentcrisis.

In a virtual address
to the 76th session
of the UNGA, Khan
said the world has
no time to waste,
and if immediate
humanitarian
assistance is not
given to Afghanistan,
it might have very
seriousrepercussions
for the world,
according to a
statementissued by
the prime minister's
Office, Xinhua news
agencyreported.

"If  we neglect
Afghanistan right
now, accordingto the
UN, half the people
of Afghanistan are
already vulnerable,
and by next year
almost 90 percent
of the people in
Afghanistan will go
below the poverty
line. There is a huge
humanitarian crisis
looming ahead. And
this will have serious
repercussions not
justforthe neighbors
of Afghanistan but
everywhere."

Hesaid that"intrying
to force a military
solution is where
the USwentwrong,"
and if Afghanistan
is not supported by
the international
community, it will
become a safe haven
for international
terrorists.

Talking about the
influence ofthe United
States'so-called war
againstterrorismin
Pakistan, Khan said
his country suffered
the most in the war.
"80,000 Pakistanis
died, 150 billion US
dollarswerelostto our
economy. There were
3.5 million internally
displaced Pakistanis."
Headded thatafterthe
9/11terroristattacks,
the United States
needed  Pakistan
for providing all the
logistical supportin
Afghanistan.

—

Cuba A Strategic Partner for Iran: FM

The foreign minister of Iran described Cubaas a strategic partnerin all aspects for the Islamic
Republic.“Cubaisnowastrategic partner with all necessities and in all aspect for the Islamic
Republicof Iran,” Foreign Minister Hossein Amirabdollahian said in ameeting with his Cuban
counterpart Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla, held on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly in New
York on Friday.Iran seesnolimits to the expansion of ties with Cuba, Amirabdollahian stated.He
alsonoted thatthe newadministration of Iran is pragmaticand seeks toimplementthe previous
agreements with the Latin American country.Amirabdollahianalso condemned the US sanctions
against Cuba.For his part, Rodriguez hailed the close cooperation between the two countries
inthe production ofavaccine for the coronavirus, expressing Cuba’s readiness to broaden ties
withIraninall othersectors.Calling for the removal of economic obstacles to the promotion of
economictiesbetween Cubaand Iran, the foreign minister said close interaction would help the

twonations defeatthe cruel American sanctions.

Indonesia A High Priorityin Iran’s Foreign Policy: FM
Forging closerrelations with Asian countries, including Indonesia, isamain priority in the new
[ranian administration’s foreign policy agenda, Foreign Minister Hossein Amirabdollahian said.
InaFriday meetingwith his Indonesian counterpartin New York, Amirabdollahian said relations
with Asiaisamain priority inthe foreign policy of Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi’'sadministration.
“Among the Asian countries, Indonesiais a state which has priority in Iran’s foreign policy,” he
added.The foreign ministeralso appreciated Indonesia for supporting Iranin the international
organizations, expressing Tehran’sreadiness tohold ameeting of Joint Commission with Indonesia
andfinalize a preferential trade agreement with the Southeast Asian nation.

Forher part, Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi said Jakartaattaches importance to
the enhancement ofties with Tehran.Expressing gratitude to Iran for exporting pharmaceutical
products to Indonesia, Marsudi stressed the need to carry out the previous agreements between
the two Muslim nations.

Quad leaders press for free Indo-Pacific, with

wary eye on China

Leaders of the United States, Japan,

India and Australia vowed on Friday to

pursueafree and open Indo-Pacificregion

"undaunted by coercion" attheir firstin-

person summit, which presented a united

frontamid shared concernsabout China.

The two-hour

%ﬂjjw meeting at the White
M Houseofthe Quad,as
ISFAHAN the grouping of four

N E w s major democracies

NEWS is called, will be
_EEZ  watched  closely
in Beijing, which
criticized the group as
"doomedto fail."
" We stand for the rule of
law, freedom of navigation
and overflight, peaceful
resolution of disputes,
democratic values, and
territorial integrity of states,"
U.S. President Joe Biden,
Australian Prime Minister
Scott Morrison, Japanese
Prime Minister Yoshihide
Suga and Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
inajointstatementafterthe
talks.
While China was not
mentioned in the public
remarks by the fourleaders
or in the lengthy joint
statementand a factsheet
issued afterwards, Beijing
was clearly top of mind.
Their statement made
frequent mention of the
leaders'insistence onrules-
based behaviorinaregion
where Chinahasbeentrying
toflexitsmuscles.

"Together, we recommit
to promoting the free,
open, rules-based order,
rootedin internationallaw
and undaunted by coercion,
to bolster security and
prosperity in the Indo-
Pacific and beyond," they
said.

The Quadleadersalsovoiced
support for small island
states, especially those
in the Pacific, in order to
enhance theireconomicand
environmentalresilience.
Additionally, they urged
North Korea to engage in
diplomacy overits nuclear
weaponsand ballisticmissile
programs, which Pyongyang
has refused to, do unless
international sanctions are
dropped.

The leaders took steps to
expand vaccines worldwide,
welcoming India's plan to
resume exportsin October.
After the meeting, Sugatold

reporters the countries
agreed to cooperate on
vaccines, clean energy and
space,and to hold a summit
meetingeveryyear.

Modi told his fellow Quad
leadersIndia would permit
exportof8million COVID-19
vaccine doses by the end of
October under a deal the
groupingreachedinMarchto
supplyabillion doses to the
Indo-Pacific, India's foreign
secretarysaid.

The plan to supply a billion
dosesacross Asiaby the end
of 2022 stalled after India,
the world's largest vaccine
producer,banned exportsin
Aprilamid a massive COVID
outbreakathome.

India has said when it
restarts vaccine exports it
will prioritize the COVAX
international vaccine
initiative and neighboring
countries.

The Quad announced several

new pacts, including one to
bolster supply chain security
for semiconductorsand to
combatillegal fishing and
boost maritime domain
awareness.

It also rolled out a 5G
partnership and plans to
track climate change.
"Acknowledging the role of
governmentsin fosteringan
enabling environment for
5Gdiversification, we will
work together to facilitate
public-private cooperation
and demonstratein2022 the
scalabilityand cyber security
of open, standards-based
technology," theleaderssaid.
The meeting came just
over a week after the
United States, Britain and
Australia announced an
AUKUS security pact that
will provide Australia
with  nuclear-powered
submarines,amove roundly
denounced by Beijing.

Iran Doubtful about US’
ReturntoJCPOA: Top

Diplomat

[ranis doubtful whether the administration
of USPresident]oe Bidenis serious about
rejoiningthe 2015 nuclear deal, sinceithas
nottaken any practical step so fartohonorits
JCPOA commitments, Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amirabdollahian said.

Inameeting with his French counterpart
onthesidelines ofthe UN General Assembly
in New York on Friday, Amirabdollahian

deplored the failure of the US and the three
European parties to the JCPOA to take any
“seriousand practical measure” to honor the
2015nucleardeal.
Whenitcomes to the resumption ofthe talks
ontherevival of the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action, what is of extraordinary
significance for the Iranian peopleis “practical
andtangibleresults” headded.
[ran is

doubtful

about the Biden
administration’s seriousnessinreturning
tothenuclear deal, Amirabdollahian stated,
saying Washington hasnottaken any practical

negotiations.

step to fulfillits JCPOA commitments and has
evenimposed fresh sanctions on Tehran.

Forhispart, French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves
Le Drian said Parisis concerned aboutadelay
intheresumption of the JCPOA revival talks
and insists on the immediate restartofthe

The two senior diplomats also talked
aboutregionalissues, including the latest
developmentsin Afghanistan.
Amirabdollahiansaid Iranisin contactwithall
Afghan parties to encourage them to forman
inclusive government.

NEWS
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Fourpeopleinjured inshooting
in Los Angeles

Four people were injured in a shootingatthe Los
Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation
Authority’s Willowbrook/RosaParks Station on Friday
night, authorities confirmed.
Deputiesrespondedat7:41p.m.toacall ofapossible
attack at the station and found four people with
apparentgunshotwounds,said Ramon Montenegro,a
spokesman forthe L.A. County Sheriff’s Department’s
TransitServices Bureau, Los Angeles Timesreported.
Initially, deputieslisted three of the victimsin critical
condition and the fourth asnoncritical, Montenegro
said. All fourarehospitalized, hesaid.

Investigators continued to examine evidence at the
station, such asvideo from the platform and train,
Montenegro said. Preliminaryinformation suggests
therearetwo orthreesuspects, hesaid.
Furtherinformation about the shooting was not
available Friday night.

Iran Welcomes Singaporean
Investmentin Its Oil Industry

Foreign Minister of [ran Hossein Amirabdollahian
said Tehran embraces investments by Singapore in
itsoiland petrochemical industries.
Inameetingwith his Singaporean counterpart Vivian
Balakrishnan on the sidelines of the UN General
Assembly in New York, Amirabdollahian said Iran
welcomes Singapore’s investmentinits oiland
petrochemical industries, development of ports,and
the touristindustry.

Healsovoiced Iran’sreadiness for cooperation with
the Southeast Asian country in the fight against
terrorism, drug trafficking,and organized crimes, as
wellasin ensuring cybersecurity.

Voicing Tehran’s readiness for interaction with the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN),
Amirabdollahian called for the holding of Iran-
SingaporeJoint Commission.

For his part, Balakrishnan hailed the stable and
respectful relations with [ran, stressing the need for
the promotion ofhis country’s ties with the Islamic
Republic.

FM: Iran-Swedendirectfligchtto
helpupgradetrade exchange

Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amirabdollahian
has said that direct flight between Tehran and
Stockholm will facilitate travel between the two
countriesand help improve trade exchanges.
Amirabdollahianmade theremarksinameetingheld
onthesidelinesofthe 76th session of United Nations
General Assembly with his Swedish counterpart Ann
Lindein New York on Friday.

The currentvolume oftrade and economicrelations
betweenIranand Swedenisnotinproper conditions,
Amirabdollahiannoted.

Ontheissue ofthe Yemen crisis, the foreign minister
said thatitdoesnothave amilitary solution.

Biden: Budget Talks Hit'Stalemate,' $3.5'T

MayTake A While

US President Joe Biden says that talks over his $3.5 trillion
rebuilding plan have hita “stalemate” in Congress as he made
the case for his expansive effort to recast the nation's taxand
spending programs and make whathe seesas sweeping, overdue
investments.Biden spoke at the White House as Democrats in
the House and Senate are laboringto finish drafts and overcome
differences between the party's centristand moderate factions.
Despite efforts by the president and congressional leaders to
show progress, Biden on Friday casttheroad ahead aslongand
potentially cumbersome, even with upcoming deadlines.

“We're gettingdown to the hard spothere,” Biden told reporters
atthe White House. “We’re at this stalemate atthe moment," AP
reported.Biden said the processis “goingto be up and down”but
"hopefullyatthe end ofthe dayI'llbe able to deliver on whatIsaid
Iwould do". The president'sacknowledgment of Democrats'
disagreements — and they have serious differences over taxes,

health, climate change and the ultimate price tag— contrasted
with congressional leaders' more upbeat tone inrecentdays.
Using carefully chosen words, top Democrats have seemed tobe |
tryingto create a sense of momentumas House votes approach.
OnFriday, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif,, predicted passage
ofboth pillars of Biden's domesticagenda. Oneis astill-evolving
$3.5trillion package of social safety netand climate programs,
the otheraseparate $1 trillion measure financing highway,
internetand otherinfrastructure projects that's already passed
the Senate with bipartisan support.“We're going to pass both
bills," she told reporters.But she did not spell out how she and
her Senate counterpart, Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-NY,
wouldresolve disagreementsand distrustbetween their party's
moderateand progressive wingsthat'sstalled bothmeasures. And
thereremained confusionaboutthe votingschedule, which willbe
crucial.Pelosi promised House moderateslast month thatby this

the chamberwill considerthe

infrastructure bill, centrists' top priority.But progressives
are threatening to vote to derail the infrastructure legislation
untilafinal version of their favorite —the $3.5 trillion social and
environmentbill — passes the Senate and returns to the House.
Progressives think delaying the public works billwould pressure
moderatestobackthelarger measure.“We're bringing the bill up,
we willhaveavote when we have the votes,” Pelositold areporter
Fridayabouttheinfrastructurebill'stiming.




M says concerns over Iran nuclear program are "baseless"

Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amirabdollahian has described concerns over progressinIran's
nuclear programastotally ungrounded.Amirabdollahian, whois nowin New York for the 76th session
ofthe UN General Assembly on September 21-27, made the remarks in an interview with IRNA on
Saturday.Insistence of Europeansidesonreturningto Viennatalksisbecause they think Iranmayreach
some nuclear phases over which they express concerns, the foreign minister said while calling the

concernsbaseless.lranhasrepeated overand over thatits nuclearactivities follow peaceful purposes.
As Amirabdollahianstressed thatIranhasproved thatits program makes no diversion, which hasbeen

30000 Rials

confirmedinthe International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) reports.
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Cuba A Strategic NEWS
Partner for Iran: FM news
o
Nearly 700,00 Turkish military
TEUsofcommodities  baseinlraq
loaded, unloaded at ::portte(llll)y
Shahid Rajaee portin rectedhy
rockets
s months . .
o Iraqi media sources
reported that five
Iran, Kygyzstan rockets were fired ata
explore ways of Turkish military base
. . inthe Bashiqa areain
:.xpandlng cconomice Nineveh province.
ies

o Iraqi media sources

reported lastnightthat
rockets had hita Turkish
military base in the

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

1y Bashiqaareaof Nineveh
04:33:49 province, but thatthe
Noon callto prayer: rocketattackhad caused
11:54:34 no casualties.
Evening callto prayer: Unidentified gunmen
18:12:16 fired several rockets at

a Turkish military base
in Nineveh province,
causingno damage, the
Iragi-based Dijlah news
channelreported today.
Accordingtothereport,
no one has claimed
responsibility for the
rocketattack.

WEATHER

They (Europeansides) areafter visitingthe new Iranian governmentatthe negotiating table, the foreign
ministersaid.He wenton tosay thattalks for the sake oftalks willnotbe fruitful as Iranis after talks with
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Iran Doubtful about US’ Return to

JCPOA: Top Diplomat

Iran After Result-Oriented Talkson JCPOA:

Spokesman

The spokesperson for the Iranian Foreign Ministry

emphasized thatany negotiations for the revival of the

2015nuclear agreement must produce results,adding
thatthey should notbeheld for the sake of more talks.

“Only Iran speaks for Iran. Our mandate
istoengage in only RESULTS-oriented
dialogue,” Saeed Khatibzadeh saidina
tweeton Friday.

Herejected talks for sake of talks and "the
fallacy thateconomic terrorism works,"
adding thatitis "high time for the party
thatunilaterally left JCPOA to wake up
to new reality”, referring to the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action.

His tweet came after Iranian Foreign
Minister Hossein Amirabdollahian
said Tehranisready to resume talks on
the JCPOA revival “very soon” but the
administration of US President]oe Bidenis
sendinga “negative sign” by keepingillegal
sanctions on Tehran.

In an interview with NBC News on
Thursday, the top Iranian diplomat
said Biden needed to back up his talk of

diplomacy with concrete actions to show
Iran that Washington is serious about
restoring the nuclear deal, Press TV
reported.

Addressing the 76th Session of the UN
General Assembly on Tuesday, Biden
announced his willingness to rejoin the
JCPOA andresolve theissue with Iran over
itspeaceful nuclear program.

The US president said Washington was
"working" with China, France, Russia,
Britain and Germany to "engage Iran
diplomaticallyand to seekareturnto" the
JCPOA.

Iran and world powers, including the US,
Russia, China, France, Britainand Germany,
struckthe JCPOAonJuly 14,2015. Under
theaccord, Iranagreed to scalebacksome
ofitsnuclear activities in exchange for
sanctionsrelief.

However, the US,under former president
Donald Trump, unilaterally withdrew
from the deal and reinstated crippling
sanctions ontheIslamic Republic,although
the country had been fully compliant with
thedeal.

Huawei's Meng Returns to China after Striking

Deal with US

Senior Huawei executive Meng Wanzhou returned to

Chinaon Friday after striking adeal with US prosecutors

inan extradition case thathad fueled tensions for nearly

threeyearsbetween the Westand Beijing.

Hours after the resolution of the Chinese
executive'slegal battle, Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau announced thattwo Canadian men
jailed in Chinainapparentretaliation for her
arresthadalsobeen freed.

"Canadians will be incredibly happy to know
right now, this Friday night, Michael Kovrig
and Michael Spavorare onaplaneandthey're
coming home," Trudeau told reportersin
Ottawa shortly after their flight left Chinese
airspace, Politico reported.

The stunning series of legal events began
earlier in the day. In the first of two court
appearances Friday afternoon, Meng
appeared by video link in a Brooklyn
courtroomwhereajudge approved adeferred
prosecution agreement related to fraud
charges. The deal with the Department of
Justice resolved charges thatunderpin a
US extradition request at the heart of
international tensionsbetween the Westand
Beijing.

Later Friday, British Columbia Supreme Court

3 LI Fereshteh Sadre Orafaee,Behnaz Golden  Apricot Yerevan

LadyOftheCIty Jafari, Galareh Abbasi, Saman International Film Festival
goes to Golden Saffari, Mohammad Valizadegan, welcomes films representing
Apric()tYerevan AliKian Arsi, Taranom Kazemi, diverse ethnic groups, religions,

FilmFest.

The Iranian film ‘Lady of the
city’ directed by Maryam
Bahrololoomi was selected
to participate in the Golden
Apricot Yerevan international
film festival.Directed by Maryam
Bahrololoomiand produced by
Pegah Ahmadi, the film ‘Lady
ofthe city’ has been selected to
participate in the international
competition section of the
18th Golden Apricot Yerevan
international film festival
(GAIFF).

Behrang Alavi, Yousef Teymouri
and Mahlagha Bagheriareamong
the castmembers of the film.
The synopsis of the ‘Lady of the
city' read, "One of the worst
punishments is to imprison
yourself forever in the middle
ofanunintentional mistake or
wrong wish, asifyouhave no way
forward, no way back, and no
placetostayandno placetogo."
Golden  Apricot Yerevan
International Film Festival's
impassioned mantrais to build
bridges and foster dialogue
between different cultures.

and nations that depict the
human experience. This festival
wants to show the everyday lives
of ordinary and extraordinary
people alike, along with their
troubles and joys. [llustrating
their journey as they try to
find meaning and struggle to
redefine themselvesinaworld
that recognizes fewer and
fewer boundaries and is always
changing.The 18th Golden
Apricot Yerevan International
Film Festival (GAIFF) willbe held
onOctober3-10,2021inYerevan,
Armenia.

Justice Heather Holmes approved the request
to withdraw the extradition order. Attorney
John Gibb-Carsley, who presented the request,
calleditthe "final chapter” of the case.
Outside the Vancouver courthouse, before
leaving for China, Meng thanked Holmes, the
Crown and Canada for "upholding the rule of
law."

Canada's Justice Department released a
statementafter the hearingto confirm Meng
was free toleave the country.

Meng's case hasbeen tied to "the Michaels"
since December 2018 when Canadian police
arrested heratthe VancouverairportonaUS
warrant. Days later, the two Canadians were
detainedin China.

The executive is accused of fraud in the
US connected to her alleged violation of

AmericansanctionsonIran.

"Not guilty,” Meng told the Brooklyn court
through an interpreter after Judge Ann
Donnelly read the chargesagainsther,which
include conspiracy to commitwire fraud, wire
fraud, conspiracy to commitbank fraud and
bank fraud.

Under the agreement, prosecutors will defer
the chargesuntil Dec.1,2022, four years
fromthe day ofherarrest. After thatdate, the
government will dismiss the chargesaslong
asshe complies with theagreement.
Aspartofthe deal, Meng admitted to basic
factsbehind the charges. Her obligationsalso
include thatneither she norherlawyers can
publicly dispute the factsagreed upon. Ifthey
do,thedealisoff.

Donnelly ordered her release on the personal
recognizance bond. Once Meng is back to
China, it will likely be very difficult for US
authorities tolay hands on her orinfluence
herbehavior, evenifshetriestoatsome point
deny responsibility or say she was coerced
intothedeal.

The USDOJ issued arelease after Meng’s
hearing.

Nicole Boeckmann, acting US attorney
for the Eastern District of New York, said
in a statement that Meng’s admissions
confirm that she made “multiple material
misrepresentations” regarding Huawei's
business operationsinIraninan effortto
preserve the company’sbankingrelationship
withafinancial institution.

“Meng’s admissions confirm the crux of the
government’sallegations in the prosecution
of this financial fraud — that Meng and her
fellow Huawei employees engaged in a
concerted effort to deceive global financial
institutions, the US governmentand the public
aboutHuawei'sactivitiesinIran,” Boeckmann
said.

Intherelease, the DOJ said the prosecution
team continues to prepare for trial against
Huawei. "We look forward to proving our
case against the company in court," said
Kenneth Polite, assistantattorney general of
the criminal division.
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