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Majoreconomicissues
explored at TCCIMA

board meeting

The 26th meeting of the Tehran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Minesand Agriculture
(TCCIMA) Board of Representatives was held
on Tuesday in which major economicissues
were discussed.

Asreported by the TCCIMA portal, barriers to
the activity of startups, the benefits of joining
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization,
review of macroeconomicindicators of the
country and monitoring the performance of
TCCIMA, and the issues of the private sector
enterprises with the Iran National Standard
Organization (INSO) were among the major
issuesexplored atthe said meeting.

The meeting was attended by the TCCIMA
Head Masoud Khansariand the INSO Head
Gholamreza Shariati,as well asthe members of
the chamber’sboard of representatives.
Speakinginthe meeting Khansari mentioned
areport published by the United Nations
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)
based on which Iran’sindustrial sectors have
grown by 8.4 percentand 6.1 percentin the
firstand second quarters of 2021, respectively.
Healsoreferred to the growth ofthe country’s
Gross Domestic Products (GDP) in the first
quarter ofthe currentIranian calendar year
(March21-June21)andsaid: “Reportsrecently
published by the Central Bank of [ran (CBI)
and the Statistics Center of Iran (SCI) indicate
thateconomicgrowth, includingoil, in the first
quarter of this year was 6.2 percent,according
tothe CBI, or 7.6 percent, according to the SCI,
and ifthistrend continues, we hope economic
conditions will getbetter”

Khansari wenton to discuss the statistics
ofliquidity growth and monetary base and
explained: "Liquidity growthisstillontherise;
theliquidity figure in [the Iranian calendar
month of] Mordad (July 22-August22) reached
39.21 quadrillion rials (about $933.5 billion),
whichisaveryhigh figureand has experienced
huge growth. “

Abbas Beheshti
appointed OQil Minister
representativein Iraq

affairs

Iranian Oil Minister Javad Oji,inadecree on
Monday, appointed Seyyed Abbas Beheshti
ashisrepresentativeinIraq affairsinamove
aimed atstrengtheningbilateral energy ties.
Identifying opportunities for cooperation
withIraqinvariousenergy fields, identifying
new opportunities for the presence of the
Iranian private sectorinlraq’s energy market,
facilitating the attraction ofinvestmentin the
country’s oil and gas projects, and following
up onthesettlementoflraq’senergy debtsto
Iran hasbeennoted as the main duties of the
new position.

Beheshtiwill also be responsible for pursuing
an oil-for-goods deal with Iraq, similar to a
schemeithasused previouslytosell crude to
countries suchas Russiaand India.
Andintheupstreamsector,he will oversee the
exchange ofinformation on the development
of oiland gas fields on the Iran-Iraq border
including Azadegan and Azar fields in the West
Karunregion.

Iraqis one of several neighboring countries that
Iran continued to supply oil products to after
U.S.sanctionswerereimposedin2018.
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-IranianIndustrial sector grew by six percent

in the first three months of the current Iranian

calendaryear (March -21June 21), Deputy

Industry Minister Mehdi Sadeqi Niaraki said

citingdatareleased by the Central Bank of Iran
(CBD).

“By continuously
monitoring the

b

ISFAHAN production status
N E w s of majorindustrial
products and

NEWS accelerating the
Lo L supply of raw
materialsrequired
by producers, we try to
continue and maintain the
upward trend of growth
in the industrial sector,”
Niarakisaid.
He also pointed to the
good performance of the
mentioned sector in the
first four months of the
current Iranian calendar
year (March 21-July22)and
said: "Inthis period, due to
theinvestments made and
theinauguration of more
than 2,000 production
units, over 54,000jobswere
created, which compared to
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about46 percentin creating
industrial employmentin
the country”

Sadeghi Niaraki also
reviewed the production
status of 24 majorindustrial
products,saying: "According
to official data, in the first
four months of this year, of
the mentioned industrial
products the production of
13itemsincreased,among
whichvegetable oil, washing
machines, combines,
refrigeratorsand freezers
and sootwere the top five
products.”

He called on all entities

and organizations to
cooperate for supporting
the country’s industrial
sectorand expressed hope
that the upward trend of
the mentioned sector will
continueinthesecond halfof
thecurrentfiscalyear.

CBI, initslatestreport, put
the growth ofthe country’s
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) in the first three
months of the current
Iranian calendaryearat6.2
percent. According to the
mentioned data, the figure
was 4.7 percent with oil
excluded.

The country’s GDP stood
at3.477 quadrillion rials
(about $82.7 billion)
with oil, while the figure
excluding oil was 3.148
quadrillion rials (about
$74.95billion).

During the said period,
with the exception of the
agricultural sector which
experienced negative
growth of 0.9 percentdue
tothedroughtandreduced
crop production, other
economicsectors,including
oil, industries,and mining
and services experienced

lastyear, we saw a growth of

growth.
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Over106,000 tons of
cartires producedin o
months

Iranian tire manufacturers produced
106,289 tons ofthe productduring thefirst
fivemonths of the currentIranian calendar
year (March 21-August22) toregistera0.4
percentrise compared to the same period of
timeinthe pastyear.

Over 9.81 million tires were produced
duringthe five-month period of this year,
indicatinga 1.5 percentdecline in terms of
number, IRNAreported.

Accordingto the statistics,inthe mentioned
period, the highestgrowth was due to the
production of passenger car tires, which
increased by 86.7 percentin number and
57.6 percentin weight compared to the
same periodlastyear.

Duringthisperiod, more than 8.509 million
passenger car tires weighing 61,292 tons
havebeen producedinthe country.

Inthe period underreview,some 11,006
tons of van tires were also produced,
indicatinga 19-percentgrowth. Meanwhile,
22,753 tons of truck and bus tires were

produced, showingaseven-percentrise.
Production ofthe tires oflightagricultural
vehiclesexperiencedadecline of 30 percent
tostand at 1,561 tons, while that ofthe
heavy onesalso declined two percentto
standat7,670tons.

Inabidto nullify the U.S. sanctions, Iran
isdetermined to strengthen its domestic
productiontoachieve self-reliance.
Selecting the motto of “Pickup in
Production” for the Iranian calendar year
1398 (March 2019-March 2020),and the
slogan of “Surge in Production” for the year
1399 (March2020-March2021) indicates
the Islamic Republic’s determination to
achieve thisgoal.

To this end, the Iranian ministries besides
the private sector outlined their programs
forthe surgein productioninthe pastyear
and pursued the set objectives seriously in
thisdue.

Itis clear thatamongdifferent ministries,
the Ministry of Industry, Mining, and
Trade was one with a somehow heavier
responsibility to materialize the motto of
theyear.

The ministry managed to fulfill its duty as

the production of some majorindustrial
products was noticeably increased in the
previousyear.

One of the sectors, which achieved
outstanding output growth, was the tire
productionindustry.

The country's tire industry, despite
the continuation of sanctions and the
coronavirus pandemic conditions, as well
assome domesticrestrictions, hashad a
thrivingand successful year overall; ayear
thatwasaccompanied by record-breaking
productionand entry into some new fields.
Inthisregard, the breaking of production
recordsinthe production ofvarious types
oftireswaswitnessed, and forthe firsttime,
the annual output surpassed 24 million
tires.

In addition to the successes achieved
interms of the output amount, the tire
manufacturersentered newareasincluding
production ofthe wide base tiresand the
tires of SUVs.

Widebasetires, whichareanewgeneration
ofheavy vehicles’ tires, were produced
for the firsttime in West Asia by Iranian
producers.
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mention the details, the
number of tank trailers,
andthe exactlocation ofthe

Five days ago, another
convoy, including 104
tank trailers of Iran's fuel,
entered Lebanon from
Syria.Lebanese Hezbollah

New convoy of trailers carrying Iran's
oil enter Lebanon

A new convoy of tank
trailers carrying Iran's
diesel crossed the Syrian
into Lebanon,
the Al-Mayadin network
reported Tuesday night.

Secretary General Seyed
Hassan Nasrallahissued a
statement four nights ago
urgingthe Lebanese people
not to hold any public
gatherings asthe convoy of
fueltankers passesthrough
the Baalbekarea.

Earlier Monday, Nasrallah
announced that the first
tanker carrying petroleum
products would arrive in
the Syrian port of Banias
on Sunday nightand that
the processofunloadingits
cargowouldbe completed.

did not
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Irantoopen
trade centers
in Uganda,
UAE

Following new
strategies to expand
trade markets, Iranis
planningto opentrade
centers in Uganda
and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE),
Farzad Piltan, the
director-general of
[ran's Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO)'s
Office of Arabian and
African  Countries
announced.

“Based onthe policies
ofthe organizationin
facilitatingthe presence
of [ranian companies,
goods and services
in target markets
and based on the
instructions forissuing
licenses for establishing
trade centers abroad,
TPO has licensed the
private sector to open
trade centersin Uganda
and the United Arab
Emirates,” Piltan said.
Noting that these
centers  will be
establishedand operate
under the supervision
ofthe Trade Promotion
Organization, headded:
"According to the
existinginstructions,
the trustees of these
centers will have one
year to provide the
necessary facilities
and infrastructure
for establishing the
centersand obtain the
necessarylicenses from
this organization.”
Accordingtothe official,
the mentioned trade
centers are aimed
to provide various
services to Iranian
companies and
businesses such as
consulting, marketing,
legal services,
registering the brand
andlogo of companies,
advertising services,
allocating exhibition
and office space and
holding business
events, allocating
warehouse, advising
on banking services,
assistingin concluding
commercial contracts,
transportationlogistics
services,insurance,and
accommodation.
[ranhasbeen pursuing
a new strategy for
expanding trade
activities in new
destination markets
andalsointhe country’s
major trade partners,
and opening trade
centersinsuch markets
hasbeen the main step
inthisregard.
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US Domestic
Terrorism
Investigations
Have
Morethan
Doubled:

FBI Director
The number of US
domestic terrorism
cases under
investigation by the
FBI has more than
doubled since spring
2020, itsdirectortold
aSenate hearingon
Tuesday, after the
Justice Department
warned that white
supremacists and

militias pose a
growingthreat.
“The domestic

terrorism caseload
has exploded,” FBI
Director Chris Wray
said duringtestimony
beforethe USSenate's
Homeland Security
and Governmental
Affairs Committee,
Reutersreported.

The bureaunow has
about 2,700 domestic
terrorinvestigations
open, up sharply from
about 1,000 in the
springof 2020, Wray

said.
"To meet that
evolving threat,

the FBI has surged
resources to our
domestic terrorism
investigationsin the
lastyear, increasing
personnel by 260%,"
Wray said.
Domestic terrorism
tookonnew urgency
aftertheJan. 6 assault
on the Capitol by
supporters of then-
president Donald
Trump who were
tryingto overturn US
President]oe Biden's
electionvictory.

US Attorney General
Merrick Garland said
the Jan. 6 attack by
Trump supporters
had shown white
supremacists and
militia groups to be
the country's greatest
domestic security
threat.

In June, Biden's
administration
released a 30-page
plan to counter
domestic terrorism.
[t calls forincreased
information
sharing between
federal and local
officials and social
media companies,
additional resources
to identify and
prosecute threats
and new deterrents
topreventAmericans
from joining
dangerous groups.

—

Top Diplomats Discuss Enhancement of Iran-Vietnam
Ties

The foreign ministers ofIran and Vietnam weighed plans for the promotion of relations between
the two Asian countriesinvarious fields.Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amirabdollahian and
his Vietnamese counterpart Bui Thanh So held a meeting on the sidelines of the 76th session of
the UN General Assembly in New York on Tuesday to discuss the ties between the two nations and
reviewissues of mutual interest.Amirabdollahian thanked Vietnam forits principled stance on
theIslamicRepublicatthe UN.Healso voiced Iran's readiness to exportIranian-made vaccines
to Vietnam to help improve the COVID situation in the country and to cooperate with Hanoiin
the fields of industry, agriculture and tourism.Amirabdollahian added thatajoint economic
commission is expected to be held as soon as possible, according to the Foreign Ministry’s
website.For his part, the Vietnamese foreign minister thanked Iran for its support for the
Vietnamese candidatesininternational organizations.

India Ready to Supply Iran with COVID Vaccines

The foreign minister of India expressed his country’s readiness toimmediately supply Iran with
shipments of coronavirus vaccine which New Delhihas already undertaken to deliver.

Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amirabdollahian and his Indian counterpart Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar held ameeting on the sidelines of the 76th session ofthe UN General Assembly in
New York on Tuesday.The two diplomats reviewed the bilateral relations and exchanged views
onregional and internationalissues in the meeting. They also emphasized the need to increase
consultations to promote trade relations and finalize the ongoing negotiations on vaccine supply.
Jaishankar expressed the Indian government’s readiness toimmediately send the COVID vaccines
over which the two sides are negotiating. Indiahas already promised to send the vaccines to [ran.

The Indian foreign minister also congratulated Iran on becoming a permanent member of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) and invited his Iranian counterpartto visit New Delhi.
Forhis part, the Iranian foreign minister announced Tehran's readiness to promote cooperation

andholdjoint consularand economic commissions with India.

Iran Does Not Trust US Promises: President

Raisi

Inanaddresstothe UN General Assembly,

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi said the

Islamic Republic’sresistance and strategic

rationality defeated the hostile American

plots, stressing thatIran doesnottrustthe

promises made by the US government.
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The Iranian
presidentdelivereda
speechtothe General
Debate of the 76th
Session of the United
Nations  General
Assembly, held via
video conference
on Tuesday.What follows
isthe full text of the speech,
released by the president’s
official website:

“In the Name of God, the
Compassionate, the Merciful
Praiseis due to Allah, the
Lord ofthe Worlds, and His
Peaceand Blessingsbe upon
Muhammad and His Pure
Household and His Select
Companions

Mr. President,

At the outset allow me to
extend my congratulations
to Your Excellency for your
election as the chair of the
76th Session of the UN
General Assembly.
Ladiesand Gentlemen,
Iranistheland of culture
and civilization. Theland of
knowledge and spirituality.
Theland of perseverance
and independence.
The Iranian people are
monotheistand patriotic.
They have their unique
identity and love to explore
theworld.

For hundreds of years, our
nation have safeguarded
their right to self-
determinationand freedom
againstthe hegemonistsand
have made their country
the mostprogressive in the
election-based political
systemin the west of Asia.
The Islamic Revolution was
indeed a greatleap for the
fulfilment of national and
Islamicideals of Iranians
including freedom,
independence andreligious
democracy.l, as the elected
President of the great
people of Iran,am honored
tobetheirrepresentative to
convey to the world atlarge
the message of rationality,
justice and freedom
which are the three most
fundamental principles of
thelife ofthe contemporary
man. However, those three
principles that all the
Abrahamicreligionshavein
common willnotbe able to
attaintheir purpose without
spirituality.
Freedomandjusticeastwo
sacred and innocentwords
thataretoobroadtodefine,
areindeed very tough and
intricate when it comes to
practicing. Freedom means
the right to think, decide
and act for all the human
beings. Peace and lasting

security are tied to the
administration of justice
and, basically, the divine
prophets emerged so that
people would demand
justice and exercise their
rights. Justiceand freedom
may be achieved only when
therightsofall nations are
fulfilled. As amatter of fact,
any violation of the rights
of nations will, more than
anything, endanger global
peaceand security.
Ladiesand Gentlemen,
This year, two scenes
made history: one was on
Januarythe 6thwhenthe US
congresswasattacked by the
peopleand, two, when the
people of Afghanistan were
dropped down from the US
planesin August. From the
Capitol to Kabul, one clear
message was sent to the
world: the US’ hegemonic
system has no credibility,
whetherinside or outside
the country.
Whatisseeninourregion
today proves thatnotonly
the hegemonist and the
ideaofhegemony, butalso
the project of imposing
Westernized identity has
failed miserably. The result
of seeking hegemony has
been blood-spilling and
instability and, ultimately,
defeatand escape. Today,
the US does not get to exit
Iraqand Afghanistanbutis
expelled. And, at the same
time, it is the oppressed
people, from Palestine
and Syria to Yemen and
Afghanistan, as well as
the US taxpayers, who
have to pay for thislack of
rationality. Today, the world
doesn’tcareabout “America
First” or “Americais Back”.
If rationality prevails in
the minds of the decision-
makers, they have torealize
thatnations’ perseverance
is stronger than the power
of the superpowers. Over
the pastdecade, the US has
been making the mistake of
modifying its “way of war”
with the world instead of
changingits “way of life”. An
erroneous path cannotbe
broughtto fruitionby merely
adoptingadifferentmethod.
Sanctions are the US’ new
way of war with the nations

of the world. Sanctions
againstthe Iranian nation
started not with my
country’snuclear program;
they even predate the
Islamic Revolution and go
backtotheyear 1951 when
oil nationalization went
underway in Iran, whichin
turnled to a military coup
backed by the Americans
and the Britons against the
then government of Iran
that was elected by the
people.Sanctions, especially
sanctions on medicine at
the time of the COVID-19
pandemic, are crimes
againsthumanity.

The Holy Quranintroduces
the destruction of nature
and mankind as a major
characteristicofthe tyrants.
The Islamic Republic of
Iran proposes that any
kind of sanction-induced
restriction or disruptionin
the supply of good health
and environment as two
humanitarian issues,
be declared forbidden.
Moreover, I, on behalf of
the Iranian nation and
millions of refugees hosted
by my country, would like
to condemn the continued
illegal US sanctions
especially in the area of
humanitarian items, and
demand that this organized
crime against humanity
be recorded as a symbol
and reality of the so-called
Americanhumanrights.
Despite the fact that the
Islamic Republic of Iran
was keen from the outset
to purchase and import
COVID-19 vaccines from

reliable international
sources, itfaced inhumane
medical sanctions.

Therefore, from the very
beginning, we started
to sustainably produce
vaccines domestically.

In addition to peaceful
nuclear and satellite
technologies, Iran is the
medical hub of the region
and numerous Iranian
physicians and scientists,
such as Avicenna, shine in
the history of humankind.
Knowledge thatisbeneficial
to humanity cannot be
sanctioned. We ourselves
have been able to produce

fuel forthe Tehranresearch

reactor which makes
radiopharmaceuticals
for more than one million
cancer patientsin Iran. We
have also made astonishing
progress in the area of
biotechnologyand stem cells
inspite ofall sanctions. And
today despite all sanctions
targeting human rights,
we have become one of the
manufacturers of COVID-19
vaccines.

Cooperation amongst the
countries of the world
inthe realm of health and
especially on vaccines is
tantamount to helping the
spiritofhumanity and the
policy based of divinity-
humanity in international
relations. The Coronavirus
is a wake-up call for the
whole world, reminding
us once again that the
security of all human
beingsareinterdependent.
Crisesin human societies,
such asviolence, poverty,
unemployment, moral
and economic corruption,
collapse of  family
foundations, regional wars,
organized terrorism and
environmental crisesareall
theresult ofinattention to
the principles of rationality,
justiceand freedom.
Ladiesand Gentlemen,

The strategic thoughts of
the Islamic RepublicofIran
are rooted in the ideas of
the founder of the Islamic
Revolution, the late Imam
Khomeini (May His Soul
Rest in Peace) as well as
inthe genuine concepts of
true Islam, i.e. rationality,
prudence and pondering
and have resulted in the
resistance in line with
the national interests of
countries. Speaking about
therights ofnations without
speaking ofthe obligations
oftheir governments cannot
bringabout the fulfilment
of their rights, as the
independence of anation
isits freedom. The Islamic
Revolution supports this
kind of freedom and, hence,
obstructs extremism. And
this is the nature of the
true strength of the Islamic
RepublicofIranwhichdoes
goodtoall.
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Iran, Germany Discuss
JCPOA Revival

Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amirabdollahian
and his German counterpart Heiko Maasdiscussed
waystoresuscitate the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA).

InaTuesday meeting with Mass on the sidelines
ofthe 76th session ofthe UN General Assembly in
New York, Amirabdollahiansaid Iran expects that
the economicbenefits oftheJCPOA, whichhavenot
beenmaterialized duetothenegligence ofthe other
parties, willbe guaranteed thistime.

The Viennatalksarenotaimedatreachinganew
agreement, butto ensure the fulland guaranteed
return ofthe United Statestoits obligationsunder
the UN Security Council Resolution 2231, headded.
“Unfortunately, whatwe seeinthe policies ofthe
incumbentUSadministrationisthe continuation of
the Trump administration'sapproach withregard
toimposingillegal sanctions,” Amirabdollahian
deplored.

The new Iranian government would not tie
the domesticeconomyto the JCPOA, he added,
expressing Tehran'sreadinessto designrelations
independentofthe2015nucleardeal.
Theeconomicrelationsbetween Iranand Germany
arenotsatisfactoryatall,anditisnecessaryto find
away toimprove the situation, Amirabdollahian
stated, according to the Iranian government'’s
official website.

Forhispart,Maassaid Germanyis committedtothe
JCPOA and is makingevery effortto preserve and
revivethedeal.

Healsowelcomed arecentagreementbetween
Iranandthe International Atomic Energy Agency,
stressingtheneed forall partiestoworkforsuccess
inthe Viennatalks.

Maasalso highlighted Berlin's determination to
promoterelationswithIraninallfields.
Elsewhereinthe meeting, the two top diplomats
discussed theregional and internationalissues
and stressed the need for the establishmentofan
inclusive governmentin Afghanistan.

Amir-Abdollahian:
Strengtheningties with
neighbors priority of Iran
Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian said that strengthening and
developing ties with neighboring and
regional countries is the priority of the 13th
administration of Iran.

He made the remarks in Baghdad Multilateral
Meeting in New York which was attended by
foreign ministers and high representatives of
Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Kuwait, Qatar,
Egypt, and France as well as the EU foreign
policy chief, secretary-general of Arab League,
secretary-general of Islamic Cooperation
Organization, secretary-general of Persian Gulf
Cooperation Council and chaired by Iraqiforeign
minister.

Duringthe meeting, the Iranian foreign minister
said thatthe Islamic Republic of Iran has always
emphasizedintra-regional dialogue asasolution
to come outofthe currentcrisis. The history
andreality of thelast 100 years in the region of
West Asia (Persian Gulf, North Africa) show that
external variables have been the main obstacle
toachieving convergence and notachieving
sustainable development.

“We have always emphasized that we need
endogenous and indigenous security
arrangements to create stability and security in
theregion. Foreign presence and intervention
in any form are contrary to the goals of peace
and securityin theregion,” Amir-Abdollahian
stressed.

“lemphasize once again thatthe priority of the
new government of the Islamic Republic of Iran
istostrengthen and develop relations with its
neighborsand theregion,and [ hope thatsuch
meetings will bring about a new chapter of
cooperationand participation of people of the
region for peace,” headded.




€

Strengtheningties

with neighbors
priority of Iran

5 ]
Over106,000

tons of car tires
producedind
months

(4
Industrial sector

grows %6in Ql

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:
04:31:41

Noon call to prayer :
LUESHESY

Evening call to prayer:
18:16:18

WEATHER

High:34°c
Low:11°%

JM@
ISFAHAN
NEWS

news

Two US military
logistics convoys
targetedin Iraq

Two US military
logistics convoys were
attacked in Iraq's
Babil and Baghdad
provinces.

News sourcesreported
Wednesday morning
that a US military
logistics convoy was
targeted in Babil
province. A group
called 'Ashab al-Kahf"
(The Companions of
the Cave) claimed
responsibility  for
the attack.Another
US military logistics
convoy was also
targeted in Baghdad's
al-Yusufiya district.
'‘Ashab al-Kahf' also
claimed responsibility
for the attack.The
group hasrepeatedly
claimed responsibility
for the attacks on US
COnvoys.

Amir-Abdollahian congrats Lebanon on formation of govt.
Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahianinamessage to his Lebanese counterpart
congratulated formation of government in Lebanon and called itan important step to
overcome problemsin the country.He reiterated thatthe formation of governmentin Lebanon
isanimportantstep to overcome difficulties and fulfill the aspirations of resilient Lebanese
nation,adding thatthe Islamic Republic of Iran will always stand by the Lebanese nationand
government.The Islamic Republic of Iran believes that peace and stability in Lebanon have
beenachieved democratically under the shadow of unity and amity inside the country away
from foreigninterference, he said.Lebanese people, who along with the Lebanese Resistance
and army, have made brilliantachievements in resisting terrorism, occupation and Takfiri
movements, will be able to solve their country's problems and will therefore move towards
prosperityand progress,headded.

Iran Does Not Trust US Promises:
President Raisi

SCO full membership boosts economic, trade

ties: Iranian official

Since being accepted as a member of regional and

international organizations will help bolster economic

and trade progress of each country, Iran’s permanent

membership in the Shanghai Cooperation Organization

(SCO) will be fruitful for the Islamic country’s trade and

economicrelations,an Iranian official believes.

Head of Iran-Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce
Hossein Salimi told IRNA on Wednesday that
the Shanghai Cooperation Organizationisone
ofimportantinternational mechanisms, which
can provide member states such as the Islamic
Republic with economic development and
prosperity.

After 16 years, eight main member states of the
SCOvoted for permanent membership of the
Islamic RepublicofIran. The event took place
inthe second day of the 21st SCO Summitin
Dushanbe, Tajikistan, on September 17.

Iran’s fullmembershipinthe organization will
pave the way for expanding exportand import
exchanges with other member states, because
there are some regulations, which facilitate
transitof commodities amongthe economic
partners, Salimiargued.

This kind of regional and international
convergence willimprove economic condition
of member states and creates more job
opportunities in different economic sectors of
the countries,headded.

InJune 2001, China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Russia, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan organized a

meetingin Shanghai, China, toannounceanew
organizationand expand politicaland economic
cooperation.

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization is
the successor to the Shanghai Five, whichisa
mutual security agreement formedin 1996
between China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan,
and Kyrgyzstan.

The SCO is the world's largest regional
organization in terms of geography and
population, covering three-fifths of the Eurasian
continent. About 40 percent of the world
populationand over 20 percent of global gross
domesticproductexistin the organization.
Iranjoined the SCOin 2005. Now, following the
country's fullmembership, itisup to time to wait
and see whatkind of changes willhappen forthe
[ranianeconomy.

The fullmembership canfacilitate economicand
traderelations between Iranand other member
states ofthe SCO.

The Islamic Republic can find good
opportunities in energy and transportation
fields, because there are both exporters and
importersofoiland gasamong the SCO member
states.

Totally, the SCOwith 20%and 50% of oiland gas
reservoirs respectively can turninto one of the
mostimportanthubs ofeconomyand energyin
theworld.

Thus, Iranasan oiland gas exporters can expand
itseconomicand trade ties with other member
states.

Locked-Down Melbourne Tightens Security for

COVIDI19-Protests

Police fanned outacrossthe center of Australia’s second-

largestcity of Melbourne on Wednesday in a bid to keep

alid on athird day of protests over COVID19-lockdown

curbs, asthe state of Victoriarecorded anotherrisein

infections.

Police made more than 60 arrests on
Tuesday after more than 2,000 protesters
damaged property, blocked abusy freeway
and injured three police after authorities
shutconstruction sites for two weeks to
limitthe spread of the disease, Reuters
reported.

Protesters again gathered in groups
roamingacross city streets on Wednesday
despite pleas for them to remain home,
butlargely avoided clashes with busloads
of police, while state police Chief Shane
Patton vowed to preventmore violence.
“I'mnotgoing to talkabout the tactics
we’ll deploy today,” Patton told mediain
Melbourne. “Iwantthem to be completely
unaware of what we're going to do and
what capacity they may face.”

By early afternoon, television footage
showed several hundred protesters had
gathered atthe Shrine of Remembrance,
amemorial near the city center honoring
service inwar, under the watch of police.
“There has been a couple of arrests,”
Deputy Commissioner Rick Nugent told
radio station 3AW.

The protests followed a decision by

authorities to make vaccines mandatory
for construction workers and to enforce
the closure of building sites from Tuesday,
citingnon-compliance with healthrules.
Authorities and union officials have said
extremistand far-right groupshadjoined
the protest.

“There were some people there who you
would say were from the building industry.
There were others who were not... they
arenotthereto protest, theyare there for
afight, pretend to be protesting,” said the
state’s premier, Daniel Andrews.
Protesters have refused to speak to
reporters onthe scene, chanting “fake
news” whenapproached, mediasaid.
Australia’s largest cities of Sydney and
Melbourne, aswell asits capital, Canberra,
havebeeninlockdown for weeksto contain
aDeltaoutbreak.

Itis the sixth lockdown for Melbourne,
the mostof any Australian city since the
pandemicbegan.

Authorities aim to resume daily activities
in Sydney and Melbourne in astaggered
fashion, easing some curbs when the share
of fully vaccinated adultsin the population
reaches 70 percent, whichis expected next
month.

Furtherrelaxations will follow when the
figure hits 80 percent.

Some 54 percentof peopleaged 16 and
above are fully vaccinated in the most
populous state of New South Walesand 45
percentin Victoria.

. . Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein
In meetlng with Amir-Abdollahian metand held talks
Borrell: with European Union Foreign Policy
Iran FM criticizes ChiefJosep Borrell on the sidelines
US unconstructive ofthe 76th UN General Assembly

behaviorinJCPOA

Iranian Foreign Minister said
that unfortunately, the Biden
administration's behavior
and policies in relation to Iran
and the JCPOA have so far been
unconstructive.

(UNGA) meeting on Tuesday on
variousissues, including the JCPOA
and developmentsin Afghanistan.

Emphasizing  that Raeisi's
administration seeks a practical
outcome in the negotiations, Amir-
Abdollahiansaid, "Our criterionisthe
action of the other parties, not their

comments. Thenewadministrationis
reviewingthe previous negotiations.
We do not waste time, nor do we
acceptthe unconstructive behavior
ofthe United States."
"Unfortunately, the Biden
administration's behavior
and policies in relation to Iran
and the JCPOA have so far been
unconstructive. Although Biden has
verbally criticized Trump's policies,
hehasinpractice pursued the same
policiestoward Iran,"headded.

Iran Ready for AFC
Women's Asian Cup
Qualification, Coach
Says

Iranwomen'’s football team coach
Somayyeh Shahbazisaysthatthey
areready for the match against
Bangladesh in the 2022 AFC
Women's Asian Cup qualification.

Team Melli willmeet Bangladesh
in Group G on Wednesday:.
Bangladesh wasoriginally chosen
to hostthe competition butthe
Asian Football Confederation
(AFC) hasnamed Uzbekistanas
hosts.

Iran,Jordanand Bangladesh are
in Group G.

“We will start the competition
with amatchagainst Bangladesh

and we are well-prepared for the
match. The team haslostagainst
Jordan and will play us with
the aim of winning the match,”
Shahbazi said in an interview
with website of Iran football
federation.

“We have analyzed Bangladesh
well and know their weakness.
We are ready to beat them
tomorrow,” sheadded.
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