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Shahid Rajaee exemplary
for other Iranian ports

Developmentof Shahid Rajaee Portinrecentyears
providesIranianofficialsand investors withagreat
experience forimprovementofotherportsinthe
[slamiccountry.

The strategic port of Shahid Rajaeeisone of 71
active portsand also thelargest portin Iranthat
hasbeenahub fortransitofexportedandimported
commodities foraround threedecades.

Shahid Rajaee portislocated atthe entrance ofthe
Persian Gulfand Straitof Hormuz. Featuressuchas
enjoying modern equipment, being connected to
international railway network,and investmentare
amongthereasonsthatturnedthis portintooneof
themostsuccessful portsinthe West Asiaregion.
Theporthasbeen operating despite the outbreak
of COVID-19 pandemicand the United States' cruel
economicsanctionsonIran. Theadministration of
former PresidentHassan Rouhani could establish
adockandaddup 31 hectaresto the port,which
translatesinto breakingtheillegal sanctionson
Iran's maritime and trade.Mohammad Rastad,
the CEO of the Portsand Maritime Organization,
said two month ago that the inauguration of
the significant port projecthappened when the
countrywas facing the hardestembargo and the
outbreakof coronavirus.

The shippingfleet of Iran seeks to uselarge ships,
sothe countryneeds docksand portsappropriate
for this purpose, he said, adding that three docks
fortankershavebeeninaugurated atShahid Rajaee
Portto facilitate oil export.Equipment of oil docks
addsup 26 million tons to the capacity of the port
annually, noted Mohammad-Reza Allahyar, the
deputy head of engineering department of the
Ports and Maritime Organization.Mohammad
Karajiran, the manager of Shahid Rajaee portfree
zone, said thatthe inauguration of these three
portswill provide supertankers of 100,000 tons
to anchor atthe docks, adding that the facility
provides the country with annual export of 34
million tons of oil products, including gasoline,
naphtha, gas condensate, mazut, and fuel for
ships.The 13thadministrationinIranattached
greatimportancetothe developmentofportsand
maritime capacities. Deputy Minister of Roads
and Urban Development Hossein Mirshafi called
for proper usage of maritime capabilitiesin order
toincrease export.Mirshafialso noted thatthe
experience of developing Shahid Rajaee Port
shouldbeusedasanexemplaryworkin conducting
other maritime projects.

Iran’s mining, industrial
sectoraccountforS0%
shareof FDI

The Planning Deputy Ministry of Industry, Mine
and Tradeinitslatestreportannounced that
country’sminingand industrial sectoraccounted
for 80 percentshare of Foreign Direct Invest
(FDI).

The Ministry of Industry, Mine and Trade putthe
value oftotal foreign investmentmade in mining
and industrial sector of the country in the first
five months of the currentyear (from March 21
to August21) at$388 million.

Anumberof 68 projects werelaunched in the
country through Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI),valued at $485 million, from March 21 to
August21,2021,thereportadded.

The maximum number ofinvestment projects
approved through FDIrelated to the country
of Afghanistan with investingin 22 projects,
followed by Turkey, China, United Arab Emirate
(UAE) and Germany respectively.
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‘Lack ofinfrastructure a challenge for
one-million housing project’

The deputy head of Tehran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Minesand Agriculture
(TCCIMA) said that the lack of infrastructure
makes the one-million housing projecta

challenge.

Mohammad Atabak
believes that from
the point of view
of providing the

%f/@

. required materials,
ﬁ_ theimplementation
of the annual

construction plan of one
million housesispossible
and feasible, but the lack
of infrastructure such as
water, electricity and gas
islikely to pose aserious
challenge to this project.
The production of
constructional materials
cancertainlymeettheneed
for the construction of this
number of houses per
year,butnotinasituation
when power outages have
taken the breath away of
cementand steel factories,
henoted.

Hesaid thatifthe weakness
of the infrastructure,
especially in the field
of energy supply (gas
and electricity), is
not eliminated, the
implementation of this
project will probably be
challenged.

The deputy speaker of the
parliament has recently
said thatbyusingtheland,
facilities and the capacity
ofthe private sector, itis
possible to build one
millionhousingunitsinthe
country.

Speakingina TVinterview
on August 29, Ali Nikzad
referred to the plan
for surge in housing
construction, and said that
the MPs presented the plan
to the parliament, which
becamelaw yesterday.

He continued by pointing
outthatthis planisvery
progressive; in this plan,
theissue ofland and the
transfer of government

lands to the Ministry
of Transport and Urban
Development was
accelerated.

Also, the deputy Head of
Iran’s Mass Construction
Association IrajRahbarhas
recently said the country’s
contractors are capable of
constructing one million
housing units ayearifthe
necessary fundingandland
isprovided.

Mentioning a plan for
the construction of
one million affordable
housing units per year
by the new government,
Rahbar said: “allocating
land and financingare two
important factors for the
successfulimplementation
ofanyhousing project,and
ifthese two are provided,
building one million
housing units per year will
be easily possible.”

The officialnoted that over
thelastthree years, many
efforts have been made to
allocate theneededland for
housing projectsincluding
the National Housing
Action Plan to the Ministry
of Transport and Urban
Development, buttheland
hasnotbeen provided as
needed.

Rahbar further stressed
that there are different
ways to attract financial
resources for housing
construction projects
includingthe use of private
sector potentials.

If the trust between the
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private sector and the
governmentisrestored, the
issue of taxation on housing
projectsisresolved and the
government’s dues to the
private sector contractors
are paid on time, mass
builders will be more
motivated to participate
in construction projects,
hesaid.

The official noted that
private sector investors
have huge resources that
can be guided into mass
construction projects if
they are encouraged and
appropriate incentives
are considered by the
government.

Referring to the recent
riseinthe prices of cement
and steel as main items
used in construction, he
continued: "The rise in
the prices of cementand
steelisone ofthe obstacles
in housing production
that the government
must address; the
governmenthas provided
allthe necessary facilities
including cheap energy
for the cement and steel
production units, but we
seethatsuch productsare
exported instead of being
supplied to the domestic
market.”

In early August, Mahmoud
Mahmoudzadeh, deputy
transport, and urban
development minister
announced thatplanning
has been made and
preparations have been

done to start constructing
1.3 million affordable
housing units across the
country.
Mahmoudzadeh  said
therequired regulations
have been prepared and
facilities have been created
to provide land for the
mentioned housing units
by the nextgovernment.
“With the measures taken,
the conditions are more
favorable for the new
governmentto begin the
work,” henoted.
Meanwhile, Iran’s newly
appointed Transport
and Urban Development
Minister Rostam Qassemi
said his ministry will
strongly pursue the
National Housing Action
Planduringhistenure.
“Theimplementation and
completion ofthe National
Housing Action Plan, for
which alot of efforts have
been made, will continue
inthe 13th government,”
Qassemisaid on Thursday.
“Providing affordable
housing forlower classesis
the priority of the ministry,”
hestressed.

Underlining some of his
ministry’s major plans
duringhis office, the official
said:  “Strengthening
various  sectors  of
transportincludingland,
air, seaand rail will be on
theagendaand we will try
to increase the share of
transportinthe country’s
Gross Domestic Product.”

Iranimports 50thbatch of COVID-19
vaceine
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Iran’s imported COVID-19
vaccines surpasses 50
million doses, with the 50th
consignment of vaccines
afforded from foreign
sources entering the country
on Saturday.The new batch
of imported coronavirus
vaccinesincludes 3.2 million
doses of Sinopharm vaccine
afforded in the framework
of UN’s COVID-19 Vaccines
Global Access (COVAX).
Technical Deputy of Iran’s
Customs Jalam Oronaghi said
thatthe formalitiesweredone

onboard and the vaccines
wereimmediately delivered
tothe Health Ministry officials.
He said 45 percent of all
vaccinesimported were only
affordedinthelastmonthand
therestwereimported during
thelastsevenmonths.Iranhas
recently picked up the pace
inpurchasingand importing
vaccines from foreign sources,
as the country has been
strugglingwithasurgeinthe
number of deaths and new
cases in the fifth peak of the
coronavirusspread.
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Irandates
valuable
producttobe
exported

Dates are being
produced in 15
provinces of the
Islamic Republic of
Iran, which could
attain a good share
in world markets if
certain preliminary
worksarebeingdone.
There are more than
250,000 hectares of
date palm plants in
Iran. Five provinces
are producing 99
percentofthedatesin
the country.
Sistan-Baluchestan,
Khuzestan, Bushehr,
Hormozgan, Fars,and
Kerman are the five
firstprovinces of dates
producing regions
with 54,000 hectares,
35,000 hectares,
34,000 hectares,
33,000 hectares,
31,000 hectares
and 30,000 hectares
respectively.

Iran dates valuable
producttobe exported
Sistan and
Baluchestan stands
atthe top of the tally,
producing more than
203,000 tons of dates
peryear, followed by
southern Kerman
with 200,000 tons,
Fars with 162,000
tons, eastern Kerman
with 151,000 tons,
Bushehrwith 150,000
tons, Khuzestan
with 148,000 tons
and Hormozgan
with 140,000 tons
correspondingly.In
terms of production
capacity of dates palm
plants, one hectares
ofplantsinsouthern
Kerman produces
6,670 kilograms,
followed by Kerman,
Fars, Hormozgan
and Sistan and
Baluchestan with
6,256  kilograms,
5,983 kilograms,
5,365 kilograms and
5,132 kilograms in
thatorder.Itisworth
mentioning that 30
percent of the dates
production of the
Islamic country can
beusedinprocessing
industries, which can
alsobe of significant
importance for the
economy ofthe state if
budgetfor purchasing
machinery as well
as construction
of industrial units
are allocated. The
industrial units will
help attract value
addedincome.



Palestinians shootdown Israeli drone

Palestinian youths shotdown anIsraeliregime'sarmy drone in the westof Ramallah on
Saturday morning.The Israelidrone crashed in the village of Nabi Salih, west of Ramallah,
Palestine al-Youm reported.The Zionist military forces attacked the village of Nabi Salih
afterthedrone crashed.

TheZionistregimehasusedallitsfacilities from UAVs and alarge number of its military and
security forcestoarrestsixescaped prisoners from Gilboa prison.

On Friday, the Israeliregime claimed itarrested two ofthe escapees.

Hours ago, the Zionist media also claimed the arrest of two others of the six Palestinian
prisonerswhohad escaped from the high-security prisonlast week.

Fiveindividualsare believed tobe members ofthe Islamic]Jihad Movementin Palestine and
the other onebelongs to the Fath movement (Palestinian National Liberation Movement),
theZionistmedia claimed.

Several Turkish forces killed, wounded in bomb blastin
Idlib

e Several Turkish military forces were killed and injured when abomb exploded on a
\ Turkish patrol route north of Idlib, news sources reported.News sources reported on
Saturday morning thatabomb had exploded on a Turkish patrol route in northwestern
Syria.Accordingto the news website of the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, the blast
took place onaroad north of Idlib, killing or wounding six Turkish military forces.The
Observatory furtherreported thatambulances were immediately dispatched to the scene
and transported the wounded or possible deads to the Bab al-Hawa Border Crossing.
Asthetroops moved to the Turkish border, a Turkish helicopterlanded near the Syrian
border to transportthe wounded to hospitals inside Turkey.However, the Halab Today
news website quoted its correspondentas saying that three Turkish forces were killed and
several others were wounded in the blast.
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UN Chief
Calls for
Actionon
COVID-19,

Climate

The United Nations
chiefwarned Friday
that the world is
"moving in the
wrongdirection" and
exhorted nations to
take urgentaction to
fight the COVID-19
pandemicand climate
change.
"COVID-19is awake-
up call, and we are
oversleeping,” UN
Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres said
atapress conference,
AFPreported.
Speaking ahead the
UN General Assembly
thatkicks offin New
York on Sep. 21,
Guterres lamented
that vaccine-
manufacturing
nations have been
unable to ramp up
production toward
the goal of vaccinating
some 70 percentofthe
world population by
the firsthalfof2022.
"The pandemic has
demonstrated our
collective failure to
come together and
make jointdecisions
for the common good,
even in the face of
an immediate, life-
threatening global
emergency,” Guterres
said.

Guterres dismissed
calls to delay a
major UN climate
summit, known as
COP26, due to take
place in Scotland in
November. Climate
activists have called
for postponing the
eventdue to vaccine
inequality, the raging
COVID pandemicand
logistical difficultiesin
organizingthe event.
"To delay the COP is
not a good thing,"
Guterres said. "Delays
havebeensomanyand
theissueissourgent.”
Guterres urged the
United States and
China, theworld'stwo
biggest polluters, to
do more to combat
climate change.

"We need a stronger
engagementoftheUS,
namely in financing
for development,
for climate-related
development
issues, mitigation,
adaptation, and we
need an additional
effort from China in
relationto emissions,”
Guterressaid.

The fact that Iranian ships transport fuel for

Lebanon is a political, social and moral

achievementin the face of the US oppressionand

its crimes against humanity, a senior Hezbollah

official said.

Addressingthe Arab

%)/L" Forum, United for
ISFAHAN Lebanon Resisting

N E w s Siege, Monopoly,
and Corruption
NEWS on Friday,
_EEEN  ye;hollah Deputy
Secretary General Sheikh
Naim Qassem said the
developments in the
countryareinstarkcontrast
to the US-Israeli project,
al-Ahed news website
reported.
Hesaid the Americanswere
surprised to see that the
fuel-ladenships-belonging
to Iran - have broken
the siege of Lebanon and
providedthe Lebanese with
thevitalproduct.
Hezbollah has confronted
the Israelioccupiersand
would be able to counter
the USsiegeinappropriate
ways, Qassem emphasized.
Qassem also called for
cooperationand solidarity
among Arab countries,

Hezbollah: Iranian Fuel Shipments to Lebanon A
Political Achievement against US Injustice

particularly among
Lebanon’s neighbors,
saying Beirutwelcomesany
unconditional support.
The first ship carrying
Iranian fuel reportedly
entered Syria’s territorial
waters on September 2
tounloadits cargo, which
will be then transferred
to Lebanon via tankers.
Informed sources said that
two other Iranian shipswill
alsodelivertheir cargo to
Lebanonthroughthesame
mechanism.
Fuelshortagesin Lebanon
have forced businesses
and government offices to

close, threateningto cause
blackoutsathospitals and
halt transportation and
other vital sectors in the
Arabcountry.

TheplantobuyIranianfuel,
announced by Hezbollah
Secretary General Sayed
HassanNasrallahin August,
isseenasawatershedinthe
US sanctions, which have
severely affected Lebanon
andIranalike.

The Lebanese bloc said
theinsistence of Nasrallah
on helping the Lebanese
people  forced the
Americanstorushthrough
measures to maintainasay

inthe country’saffairs.
Inaphone callwith Gebran
Bassil, the former Lebanese
minister of foreign affairs
and leader of the Free
Patriotic Movement,
Iran’s Foreign Minister
Hossein Amirabdollahian
said Tehran is ready
to sell more fuel to the
Lebanese governmentand
businessmenifneedbe.
Amirabdollahian  said
Iran setsno limitation to
the expansion of mutual
relations with Lebanon
and is ready to sell more
fuel production to “new
customers.”

Aid Worker, Children
Killedin US' Drone
Strike Not Daesh

Terrorists: Reports
Arecentvideo evidence ofthe airstrike by
the USin Kabul shows thatthe American
authorities may have targeted an aid
workerinstead of Daesh (ISIL or ISIS)
militants.

Anew investigation claims thatthe US
drone strike in Kabul did not take outa
dangerous terroristdrivingacarbomb,
but an innocent Afghan aid worker
employed by an American NGO, and the
children who came to greethim.

The Pentagon’s official version said that
the August29 dronestrike targeted a white
Toyotabelongingto Daeshin Afghanistan,
aterroristgroup thattook credit for the
killingof13 UStroopsand 170-plus Afghan
civiliansatthe Kabul airportseveral days
prior. Multiple officials claimed that
“secondary explosions” proved the car

wasrigged with explosives.

A New York Times visual investigation
published Friday, however, found no
traces of secondary explosions, only the
fragments of a Hellfire missile thatkilled
Zemari Ahmadiand seven children.

The outlet conducted interviews with
survivors on the ground, checked security
camera footage and satellite imagery,and
puteverythingtogetherina 10-minute
video. Every step of the way, it shows that
the official version of events simply doesn’t
hold water.

Ahmadi had worked for 14 years at
Nutrition & Education International, an
American NGO thatsetup soy factoriesand
distributed food to malnourished Afghans.
He was having a normal day on August
29, pickingup colleagues on the way to
breakfastand the NGO office in the Karte
Sehneighborhood of Kabul.

What the US military interpreted as a
series of suspicious movements was a
typical day in Ahmadi’s life, according to

five men who were in the car with him,
interviewed by a Times reporter. The
“suspicious packages” he wasloading
into the car were containers Ahmadi
filled with water atthe office, because his
neighborhood was dealing with a water
shortage.

When Ahmadi drove home, the car was
surrounded by neighborhood children.
Yetthe drone strike team claimed they had
only seen oneadultmale present. AMQ-9
Reaperdrone then fired one 201b Hellfire
missileatthe car.

The US military claimed large secondary
explosions proved the carwasinfacta
bomb intended to kill Americans atthe
airport. One of the people who said so is
Chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff
General Mark Milley.

“Atthis point, we thinkthatthe procedures
were correctly followed, and it was a
righteous strike,” Milley told reporters
on September 1, after the US airlift from
Kabulended.

NEWS
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US, WestNever Help
Others, Have Inflicted
Carnage on Afghans:

Iranian President

President ofIran Ebrahim Raisidecried
the policies ofthe US and other Western
governments thathave never proved useful
insettling the problems of other nations,
saying they have only wreaked havoconthe
Afghan peopleoverthe past20years.

In comments atthe conclusion ofavisitto
Iran’s eastern province of South Khorasan
on Friday evening, Raisistressed the need
forreliance on the domestic capabilities to
addressthe problems.

The US and Westerners have never
untangled any problem facing other
nations,and will notdo so in future either,
the presidentstated.

He pointed to the American invasion of
Afghanistan, saying the Western policies
have only wreaked havoc on Afghan people
for 20 years and have notbroughtabout
anythingbutcarnage.

“Ibelieve thereisnounsolvable problem
inthe country (Iran),” Raisi added, saying
the faithful peopleand youth canresolveall
problems with self-reliance.

Onvarious occasions, Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei
hasalsoreferred to the United States and
some other Western countries as unreliable
sides, callingon Iranian authorities torely
notonthe Westbuton domestic capacities
and capabilities.

Explosions heardin
Zionistsettlements near
Gaza Strip

Palestinian mediareported on Friday night
thatthe sirens wentoffwarning of rocket
attacksinZionistsettlements around Gaza
andintheborderareasbordering Lebanon.
The media in the occupied territories
reported the sound of explosionsin Zionist
settlements around the Gaza Strip.
Accordingto Zionistnews sources,arocket
hasbeen fired from Gaza into the Eshkol
areainthe occupiedterritories.

The Israelinewspaper Yedioth Ahronoth
alsoreported thatsirens were sounded in
towns around the Gaza Strip.
Simultaneously, some Palestinian and
Israeli media outlets have claimed that
sirens were sounded in the Shalomitarea
ontheborderbetween occupied Palestine
and Lebanon.

Hours ago, however, the Zionist media
claimed the arrest of two of the six
Palestinian prisoners who had escaped
fromthe high-security prisonlastweek.

Western countries have practically declared awar on
the Russian mass media, Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrovtold journalists on Friday.

"The war has practically been declared," he said,
commenting on a question about the West’s
"undeclared war" against Russian journalists.
Henoted that Russia had to take tit-for-tat measures
and did not extend the visa of BBC journalist Sarah
Rainsford after a TASS employee had faced similar
problems. "After a patienttwo-year wait for a British
visa"tothe Russianjournalist, the British side received
acorrespondingnotification from the Russian side, the

ministeradded.

"We warned them: we don’t wantjournalists to suffer
from information or any other wars, but we will be
forced torespond because you have gone beyond all

[ s ]
War on Russian Mass Media Declared by West: Lavrov

is "ridiculous.

boundaries of decency," Lavrov said. "We asked the
BBC correspondenttoleave and explained the whole
situation to her. She demonstrated understanding,
nodded her head,lamented, butonce outside Russia
begantoshowerherstatementsonusthatitisashame."
According to the Russian top diplomat, such logic
Facebook obliged our mass media
tomark their products as made to a state order, the
government-controlled mass media - RIA Novosti,
TASS and others, butthe BBCisalso financed by the
government. However, when we cite this example, they
say:asforus,itisadifferentthing, we have democracy
whileyouhaveanauthoritarianrule. [tmighthave been
ridiculous but, as a matter of fact, they are promoting
theirapproachesviainternational organizations."

Sarah Rainsford’s visa expired on August 31, and she

Moscow.

The Russian Union of Journalists earlier
demanded discrimination of Russian reportersabroad
be stopped immediately. [t focused special attention
onsuch practicesin the United Kingdom and stressed
thatit"hasnothingto do with the principles of the
commitmentto the freedom of speech and information
declared by the British authorities.".




Iranian-Australian ‘Spicogen’ vaccine to enter market
by Oct.

After successfully passing the third trial phase, the [ranian-Australian ‘Spicogen’ vaccine will
enter the country's vaccination basket, the mainresearcher of the study project ofthe vaccine
said.Thisis subjecttoapproval and gettingalicense from Iran Food and Drug Administration,
Dr. Payam Tabarsi said on Saturday,adding thatitseems thatit will beapproved based on the
existing conditions.According to him, Sinogen Pharmaceutical Company has the capacity
of producing 3 million doses of vaccine every month.The volunteers of the third clinical
phase of the vaccine will receive second doses in late September, he said, adding that the
immunizationlevel of the Spicogen vaccineis 77%.The Spicogen vaccine, co-produced by
Iran and Australia, isarecombinant protein subunitvaccine.
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Taliban.
o Abdullah Abdullah, Head of
Afghanistan’s High Council
for National Reconciliation
under Ashraf Ghani's

byanIndianjournalist.
Abdullah wrote on his
Twitteraccountthatthe
news thatthe Taliban had
arrested and transferred
himtoanunknownlocation
iswrong,

He called on the
Indian journalist to act
professionally and check
the news before it is
published.

‘Lack of infrastructure a challenge for
one-million housing project’

Australia's Queensland State Warns of Possible
COVIDI19- Lockdown

Australia's third most populous state said on Saturday it

may order asnap lockdown after a cluster of COVID19-

cases, as the country posted arecord one-day rise in daily

Authorities warned people on Saturday to
continue social distancing, buthotweather
across Sydney saw scores of people head to
thebeach.

White House Says Biden, Xi Discussed Origins
of COVID Probe

US President]oe Biden discussed the investigation into

the origins of COVID19-duringa call on Thursday with

his Chinese counterpartXiJinping, according to the White

A US official who spoke to Reuters on
Thursday said Biden had not planned to
raisethe prospectofUSretaliatoryaction
or "costs" if Chinarefused to cooperate

infections. New South Wales Health Minister Brad House. ontheinvestigation orarange of other
Queensland state, home to more than 5 Hazzard said police would be out checking issues.For his part, Xi told Biden that the
million people, said ithad detected fivenew Whether people were within 5 km (3 “Thev did di ¢ two countries shouldrespecteach other's
infections in the past 24 hours aftera family miles) oftheirhomes, as permitted under ey 1 ! 1s_cusls ;_ ra(rjlgfl[(]; f;ansci core concerns and properly manage
tested positive. The nextfew dayswouldbe ~emergencyrules. nagona 1ss;em_nc udingt. ¢ ~+2aNq differences, China's official Xinhua News
criticalto seeifalockdownwaswarranted, Policeand military personnel have forweeks un erstanding IES Oﬁ_gm; Isofcourse ‘?} Agencyreported.The outletreported
authorities said, Reuters reported. beenpatrolling the streets of Sydney, issuing \p/)\l/‘;lrpari/lconcern orthisa mlmstra}’glor}l;_ that Xi suggested to Biden that the
"Ifwe startseeingany seeding,thenwemay finestothose contraveninghealthorders, ) ite ouse p"ress _secretary ].en SaXL - countries should continue with contact
. ! ; said on Friday."Yes, itwas atopicraised, . .
havetotakevery quick, fastaction.Butatthe ~suchaswearingmasks. . 4 . . anddialogue and cooperate on issues
. Y . . : : L butI'mnotgoingtogointo furtherdetail” . . . . .
moment, it’s contained to the family," said ~ Onepersonfined wasformer Prime Minister Bid last tht Chinaf including epidemic prevention and
state Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk. Tony Abbott, who confirmed on Saturday he ldenvowe ash monthto plf'ess :ina OF " controland economic recovery,aswellas
The family lives in Brisbane, the state's hadbeenorderedto pay A$500 after being ?}rlls;/\;lers overlt(_lel 0(11‘1:;;1213‘15 O_Ha_ pan emllc majorinternational and regional issues
: : athasnowkilled 4.8 million people . .
capital. [twas not clear whetheralockdown Picturednotwearingamask. worldwide. Intellizence a enciis sgid like climate change.
would be limited to some parts ofthestate "I believe thatIwas well within the law, b ld. 8 1 (gl b Psakidescribed the callas respectful and
like previous orders reasonablyinterpreted. ButI'mnotgoing they could not resolveade ate over candid, notlecturing or condescending,
' . ' whether the virus emerged from a .
New South Wales, home to Sydney and tochallengethe finebecauseldon'twantto Chi hlaborat ‘thout intended at keeping channels of
Australia's most-populous state, isunder ~waste the police’s time any further,” Abbott B }.r.les'etl;elsearc aboratory without ., mmunication open between the
lockdown as are the cities of Melbourneand toldreportersin Sydney. Be}!.lng; €ip. heUS onthatith countries.Climateand humanrightswere
Canberra.Alockdown for Queenslandwould ~"Ineverthoughtthatdobbingand snitching enmg enles; € h a}i:cusat(liont. atithas among the topics, she said, and though
beanotherblow to Australia's A$2 trillion was partofthe Australian characterand] .notcoc.)pexl‘ate withthe pandemicsource economic matters were discussed they
($1.5trillion) economy, which couldslipinto ~ thinkthatthesoonerwe canleave thishealth 1nvest1gat1'on. ) ) were "notamajor part” of the call.
' Y ; ; . Thursday's 90-minute call was the first . .
asecondrecessioninasmanyyears police-state mindsetbehind us, the better S It wasn't a call that was intended to
. ) " talks for the twoleaders' firstin seven . " .
Australia on Saturday posted 2,077 foreveryone. monthsamid coolrelationsbetween the produce final outcomes,” according to
infections, surpassing the previousday's In neighboring Victoria, authorities countries Psaki.
record of1,903.New South Wales, which has reported 450 new lO_Cal_lY acquired ca.ses, ’
beenunderstrictstay-at-home ordersfor thebiggestone-dayriseinlocallyacquired . . ' . _
nearly three months, said it detected 1,599 ~ casesinmorethanayear. UsS' Malleyca]ls meetingsinPariswithourEUand theJCPOA inthe Austrian capital
new infections. Australiahasnowrecorded nearly 73,000 . ' E3 colleaguesaboutthe future of ofVienna. Tehranhasinsisted that
COVID-19 casesandadeathtoll of 1,084. llleetlllngﬂlEU, E3 JCPOAtalksand theimportanceofa itwould resume full compliance
_ — ' officials 'productive’ quickreturnto mutual compliance,'  with the deal after the full removal
China,Vietnam State Councilor Wang was Chinaisasignatory.Wangsaid Announcing the end of his hewrote. ofthe sanctions that the previous

Should Avoid
Magnifying South
China Sea Disputes:
Wang Yi

China and Vietnam should
refrain from unilateral actions
regardingthe South China Seathat
could complicate the situation
and magnify disputes, senior
Chinese diplomat WangYitold a
Vietnamese official.

speaking with Vietnamese
Deputy Prime Minister Pham Binh
Minh duringavisitto Vietnam, the
ministry said in a statement on
Saturday, China's foreign ministry
said, Reutersreported.Chinasays
ithashistorical sovereignty over
most of the waterway, but its
neighborsand the United States
say that claim has no basis in
international law, including the
1982 United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea, to which

the two countries should cherish
the hard-won peace and stability
achieved in the South China
Seaand be vigilant to resistthe
intervention of extraterritorial
forces, the ministry's statement
said.On Friday, Vietnam said
Chinawill donate 3 million more
doses of COVID-19 vaccine to
Vietnam this year, raising China's
total vaccine donations to the
Southeast Asian countryto 5.7
milliondoses.

meetingsin Paris with EU officials
on the JCPOA talks, US Special
Representative for Iran’s Affairs
Robert Malley called the meetings
productive.

Robert Malley announced the end of
his official meetings with EU officials
as well as the European Troika
(Britain, France and Germany) in
Parisin his Twitter accountonlate
Friday.

"Just finished aseries of productive

The US State Departmentannounced
on Wednesday morning (Tehran
time) that Robert Malley, the US
Special Representative for Iran's
Affairs, would travel to Moscow
and Paris with a small delegation
to discuss with Russianand French
officials on Iran's nuclear program
andtheneedtoreachanagreement
onabilateralreturnto the JCPOA.

Iran has held six rounds of talks
with JCPOA participants known as
the P4+1 with the aim of salvaging

US administration under Trump
illegally imposed on Tehran after
its unilateral and illegitimate
withdrawal from the JCPOA in May
2018.

Ithasalready stressed thatitwould
leave the Viennatalksifthey take too
longand ifitslegitimate demandsas
perthe]CPOAarenotmet. The other
parties, especially the Europeans
seemtobekillingtime while the new
USadministrationis still sticking to
the Trump-erasanctions.
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