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v

Transitofgoods via Shahid
Rajaeeportupl00%ind
monthsyr/yr

Transit of goods through Shahid Rajaee port,
Iran’slargestand best-equipped container port,
increased 100 percentin the first five month
ofthe currentlranian calendar year (March
21-August22),ascompared tothesame period
oftimeinthe pastyear,accordingtoaprovincial
official.

Alireza Mohammadi Karajiran, the director-
general of Ports and Maritime Department of
Iran’s southern Hormozgan province, where
the portlies, said that 112,827 twenty-foot
equivalentunits (TEUs) of commodities were
transited via Shahid Rajaee portinthe said five-
month period.

Inthefirstfive monthsofthisyear, 675 container
shipshave entered and exited Shahid Rajaee
port, which shows three percent increase
compared to the same period last year, the
officialadded.

Enjoyingthe mostmodern container terminals
and portequipment, Shahid Rajaee accountsfor
85 percentofthetotalloadingand unloadingat
thelranianports.
Givenitssignificantroleinthe country’simport
and exportofproductsaswell astransitand
transshipmentvialran, the development of
Shahid Rajaee Porthasbeenamongthe most
importantdevelopmentprojectsinthe country.
Inlate Decemberlastyear, Iranian Ports and
Maritime Organization (PMO) signed six
memorandums of understanding (MOU) with
domestic companies forinvesting 100 trillion
rials (about $2.38billion) plus€800 millionin
development projects of Shahid Rajaee port’s
hinterland.

The signing ceremony was attended by
the former Iranian Transport and Urban
DevelopmentMinister Mohammad Eslami,and
the PMO Head Mohammad Rastad.

The mentioned investments will be made
inavariety of projects including zinc, lead,
manganese, and copper factories, the
construction, and development ofindustrial
components and parts production units,
developmentand integration of the existing
industrial unitsinthe area, construction ofan
aluminarefinery,as well as the construction of
container manufacturing units.
Implementationand construction of production
unitsin Shahid Rajaee Port will make this port
acenter for value-added productionand a
logistics center, which willupgrade the port's
level to the third generation and significantly
reduce transportation and storage costs.

Back in August 2019, PMO’s Director of
Engineeringand Infrastructure Development
Mohammadreza Allahyar had said that the
port’s capacityis planned torise 2.1 million
TEUstoreach8million TEUs.

Today, transithasbecome moreimportantdue
tothe expanded global traderelations and the
intensity of competition fornewmarkets. So that
many countries haveachieved hugeincomesin
thisway by planningand making optimal use of
theirtransitopportunities and facilities.
Iranisone ofthe countries thathasaspecial
statusintradeandtransitrelations duetoits
strategiclocation and special geography, as
the countryisthe passage of severalimportant
international corridors.

Inthe south of Iranis the Persian Gulf, which
ishome to the world's major oil-producing
countries. Thisregionis considered as the
energy bottleneck ofthe world.
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Domesticdemand for stationeryhasdeclined
by %70-60 since the outbreak ofthe Covid19-
pandemic around two years ago, which

saw schoolsand universities closing down,

accordingtothe head of Tehran’s Stationery

Sellers Association.

E At present,
‘&“’J/W stationery factories
are workingat30%

hsinﬂlng of their capacity.

These units and all
NEWS businesses related
Sl wholesaling and

retailingof stationery
products have been hithard
by the pandemicand their
fate depends on whether
schoolsreopen this year,”
Mousa Farzaniyan was also
quoted as saying by Mizan
Online.
According to Farzaniyan,
educational authorities
have announced late
November as the tentative
time when schoolsreopen,
adding that this will
determine whether the
stationery market could be
revitalized.
“A majority of stationery
production units have
reduced workingshifts from
three to only one per day,
meaning they were made to
downsize their workforce.
The Education Ministry has
announced thatuniversities
will definitely reopen this
year. This can compensate
for part of the damage
caused to ourbusiness, but
itisstillnotenough.”
The official noted that since
demand for stationery has
declined, therehasnotbeen
anysignificantrisein prices
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and a few products only
have seenapriceincrease
0f10-15% in the domestic
market.

Localstationery production
meets 80% of domestic
demand for pens, pencils,
pencil sharpeners and
erasers, up from 20%
two years ago, the head of
Stationeryand Engineering
Equipment Union said last

year.
“Infact, imports of pencils
and pens have been

banned since the month
ending June 20, 2020.
Only a small number of
drawing pencils, luxury and
designer pensareimported
from China, South Korea,
Indonesia, Indiaand Japan.
Most notebooks are also
imported from India and
Indonesia,” Farzaniyan was
also quoted as saying by
IRNA.

Noting that demand for
stationery declined by 70%
lastyear, he said, “Sales of
stationeryare attheir peak
fromJuly to October, butthe
outbreak of coronavirus
has pushed down our sales

tobelow 30% [of the year
before].”

Mohammad Yaqini, the
CEO of Iranian-Islamic
Stationery Assembly, says
the coronavirus pandemic

has reduced Iran’s
stationery market size to
athird.

Iran’s 34 stationery
producershave createdjobs
for 5,000 people,according
to the latest figures
released by the Ministry of
Industries, Minesand Trade.
There are eight pen
manufacturers in the
country withatotalnominal
capacity of 656 million pens
a year. These firms have
generated close to 1,000
jobs across the country,
according to a report by
the Industries Ministry,
IRNAreported.Atotal of 57
million pens wereimported
inthefiscal March2019-20
toregistera30.48% decline
compared with the year
before, thereportsaid.

Four felt-tip pen production
units are active in the
country withatotalnominal
capacity of 248.5 million

marker pens peryear. These
factories have provided
employmentfor890 people.
Atotal of 80 million felt-tip
penswereimportedinthe
fiscal 2019-20, indicatinga
45.45%year-on-yearrise.
Pencil production is
currently underway in
five factories with a total
nominal capacity of 4.32
million pencils per year.
Iran’s pencil production
units have generated
around 2,200jobs.
Inthefiscal2019-20, more
than 37,000 pencils were
imported, which show a
94.47%YOY drop.
Notebooksare producedin
five production units with
a total nominal capacity
of 2,546 tons (100 million
notebooks).Notebook
imports experienced a
97.91% plunge in the fiscal
2019-20toreach 2 tons.
Iran's total nominal eraser
production capacity is
2,218tonsin four factories,
which have created a total
of615jobs.Some 350 tons
oferaserswereimportedin
the fiscal 2019-20.

Iran's knowledge-
based capacities tobe
shownin EXPO 2020

Accordingto the Vice Presidency for
Scienceand Technology, Iran's capacities
inthe creative and knowledge-based
areas will be displayed in Dubai Expo
2020.

Expo 2020 isscheduledtobeaWorld
Expotobehosted by Dubaiin the United

Arab Emirates, originally scheduled for 20
October2020-10April2021. However,
duetothe COVID-19 pandemic, the new
datesare1October2021-31March2022.
Iranisalsooneofthe countries presentin
this exhibition, which show its capacities
inthe creative and knowledge-based
areasinapavilionwithanareaof2,000
square meters.
The creative design of Iran’s pavilion
hasbeendonebyagroup ofelite interior
architecture experts and was one of

the top 8 expo designs of this period by
Architectural Design Magazine.

The mainsite of Expo 2020 Dubai will be
a438-hectarearea (1083 acres) located
betweenthe citiesof Dubaiand Abu Dhabi,
near Dubai's southern borderwith Abu
Dhabi. The expowill have atheme called
"Connecting Minds, Creatingthe Future".
Itissaid thatthe new generation ofhigh-
speedinternetand flying taxis are to be
unveiled atDubai Expo 2020.
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Gasrefineries fullyready for sustained
supplyin winter
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Head of National Iranian
Gas Company (NIGC)’s
Production Coordination
and Supervision Directorate
hassaid the country’snatural
gasrefineriesare completely
ready for the sustained
supply of gas in the cold
season, Shanareported.

Masoud Zardovian said the
annual overhaul program
ofthe country’srefineriesis
progressed over 65 percent,
explaining: “During the first
seven monthsofthe year,an
intensive overhaul program

isdefined and implemented
ataspecificschedule forthe
18gasrefineriesthatarenow
operationalsothatwe canget
through the winter smoothly”
“By implementing this
program, which aims to
maintain the system in
an efficient condition, the
reliability of the refineries
willincrease,and in this way,
we canmaximize theamount
of processingand ensure that
clean, safe, and efficientgasis
supplied tovarious sectors,”
headded.
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Nearly $620m
paid for
agricultural
mechanization

since late-Mar.
The head of Iran’s
Agricultural
Mechanization
Development Center
said the government
has paid 26 trillion
rials (about $619.04
million) ofthe allocated
budget foragricultural
mechanization since
the beginning of
the current Iranian
calendar year (March
21),IRNAreported.
According to Kambiz
Abbasi, the mentioned
figure which is equal
to 87 percent of
the total budget
allocated to a credit
line for agricultural
mechanization has
been used to supply
agriculturalmachinery,
tools and equipment
in various fields
includinghorticulture,
livestock, poultry, and
aquaculture.

This allocation will
ensure achieving the
production goals of the
Agriculture Ministry
atthebeginningofthe
new crop year, Abbasi
said.

[t is estimated that
more than 86 percent
of the country's
wheat, barley and
rapeseed fields will
be fully mechanized
inthe currentIranian
calendar year, the
officialadded.

The agriculture
ministry has been
allocating a separate
credit line for the
mechanization of the
agriculture sector every
year, so that since the
[ranian calendaryear of
1392 (started on March
21,2013) so far, eight
creditlines have been
opened forthissector.
According to Abbasi
since over 95 percent
of the technology and
knowledge in thisarea
is domestic, despite
the U.S. sanctions
most of the goals in
the mechanization of
various agriculture
sectorswillbe achieved
withoutany problems.
In the past forty years,
since the Islamic
Revolution, Iran has
witnessed aremarkable
improvement in
various sectorsand the
agriculture industry
has been one of the
areas in which the
country hasundergone
huge development.
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Malleytovisit
Moscow, Paris
todiscuss
Iran'snuclear

deal

USSpecial Representative
for Iran’s Affairs Robert
Malley will travel to
Moscow and Paris to
discuss with officials of
both countries Iran's
nuclear programand the
need foramutualreturnto
theJCPOA.

The US State Department
announced on Wednesday
morning (Tehran time)
thatRobertMalley, the US
Special Representative for
Iran's Affairs, would travel
toMoscowand Pariswitha
smalldelegation.

The trip will take place
between September 7
and 10, and the purpose
of this trip is to consult
with Russian and French
officials onIran'snuclear
programand the need to
reach an agreement on
abilateral return to the
JCPOA,itsaid.

Iran hasheld sixrounds
of talks with JCPOA
participants known as
the P44+1with the aim of
salvagingtheJCPOAinthe
Austrian capital of Vienna.
Tehran hasinsisted that
it would resume full
compliance with the deal
afterthe fullremoval ofthe
sanctionsthatthe previous
USadministration under
Trumpillegallyimposed
on Tehran after its
unilateralandillegitimate
withdrawal from the
JCPOAinMay2018.

It has already stressed
that it would leave the
Viennatalksiftheytaketoo
longand ifitslegitimate
demandsasperthe]CPOA
are not met. The other
parties, especially the
Europeans seem to be
killingtime while the new
USadministrationis still
stickingto the Trump-era
sanctions.

The current Uus
administration has not
yetfulfilled the promises
Joe Biden made during
his presidential elections
campaigns to undo
Trump's actions and
return to the deal. In the
meantime, Tehranhasalso
stressed that the Biden
administration's return
totheagreementwithout
liftingthe sanctionsisnot
importantatall.

The seventh round of
Viennatalkswas expected
tobegininlate Augustafter
thenewgovernmenttakes
officeinIran. Meanwhile,
the sixth round of talks
ended onJune 20 and this
will mean a two-month
hiatus.

—

Iraqiarmy takes complete control of Al-Anbar desert

The Command of Al-Anbar Operations in Iraqannounced that the country'sarmy forces
finally managed to take complete control of the Al-Anbar desert.

Iraqiarmy forces continue their series of counter-terrorist operations in different parts of
the country.Inthisregard, Nasser Al-Ghannam, the commander ofthe Al-Anbar Operation
announced therealization of new achievements by the Iraqiforces, Al-Furatreported.
Accordingtothereport, the commander announced thatIraqiforces managed to take full
control of the Al-Anbar desertafter clearingit of the remnants of terrorist elements of the
ISIL.

"Currently, thereareno ISIL terroristelementsinthe Al-Anbar desert," he said.
“Duringtheirlatestoperation againstthe remnants of the Takfirisin the Al-Anbar desert,
the Iraqiarmy forces destroyed several vehicles belonging to them and seized some of their

Noneed for presence offoreigners in Persian Gulf

The Commander ofthe IRGC Navy Force stressed thatthereisnoneed for the presence of foreigners
inthe Persian Gulfin order to protectand maintainits security.

"Today, the Islamic Republic of Iran, under the wise leadership of Ayatollah Khomeini, has taken
greatstepstorealize the newIslamiccivilization", Rear Admiral Alireza Tangsirisaid on Wednesday.
Inthisregard, the IRGC navy hasmadeimportant measurestobecomeanaval powerinaccordance
with the [slamic Revolution, the Commander ofthe IRGC Navy Force said.
Hemadetheremarksduringavisittothe Naze'atregioninsouthernIran whichincludesfourislands:
AbuMusa, Sirri, the Greater and Lesser Tunbs.During this visit, the commander hailed the combat
readiness ofthe navy forces stationed inthe islands, stressingthe need to further strengthen the unity
between Islamic countries.’As we have reiterated many times, there isnoneed for the presence of
foreignersin orderto protectand maintain security in the Persian Gulf", Tangsiri said, adding that

weapons,” Al-Ghannam added.

the countries ofthe region can defend theirresources and interests well.

Taliban name new A fghan government,
interior ministeron U.S. sanctions list

The Taliban drew fromits inner high echelons to

fill top postsin Afghanistan's new government

on Tuesday, including an associate of the Islamist

militantgroup's founderas premier and awanted

manonaU.S.terrorismlistas interior minister.

World powers have
told the Taliban the
key to peace and
development is an
N E w s inclusive government
NEWS that would back up
S s pledgesofamore
conciliatory approach,
upholdinghumanrights, after
aprevious 1996-2001 period
in power marked by bloody
vendettasand oppression of
women.
Taliban supreme leader
Haibatullah Akhundzada,inhis
firstpublicstatementsincethe
Aug. 15 seizure of the capital
Kabulbytheinsurgents, said
the Talibanwere committed to
allinternationallaws, treaties
and commitments not in
conflictwithIslamiclaw.
"In the future, all matters
of governance and life in
Afghanistanwillberegulated
bythelaws ofthe Holy Sharia,"
hesaidinastatement,inwhich
healso congratulated Afghans
onwhathecalled the country's
liberation fromforeignrule.
The names announced for
the new government, three
weeksafter the Taliban swept
tomilitary victoryas U.S.-led
foreign forces withdrew and
the weak Western-backed
government collapsed, gave
nosignofanolivebranchto
its opponents.The United
States said itwas concerned
by the track records of some
ofthe Cabinetmembersand
noted that no women had
beenincluded."The world is
watching closely," a U.S. State
Department spokesperson
said.Afghans who enjoyed
major progressin education
and civil liberties over the
20 years of U.S.-backed
governmentremain fearful
of Taliban intentions and
daily protestshave continued
since the Taliban takeover,
challengingthenewrulers.
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Iran terms xenophobia, Islamophobia as challenges in

culture of peace

Iran's Ambassadorand Deputy PermanentMission tothe UNZahra
Ershadidescribed xenophobiaandIslamophobiaasmainchallenges
inculture of peace.Inher statementaddressing the United Nations
High-Level Forum on the Culture of Peace, Ershadi said, “Today,
culture ofpeacehasbeenseriously challenged by such phenomenon
ashatespeech,xenophobiaandIslamophobia, creatingenvironment
conducivetoviolenceandviolentextremism.”“We supporteffortsto
promote culture of peace and tothatend, underline theimportance
ofdialogue among culturesand civilization,” sheadded.“Ourworld
todayis facing pressing challenges,” she said adding, “It suffers
fromwars, conflicts, terrorism and violent extremism, poverty
and discrimination,aswellasunilateralismand unilateral coercive
measureswhichare contrarytointernationallaw.”As the Secretary-
General hasrightly putit, world orderisbecomingincreasingly
chaotic,democraticprinciplesareundersiege, therule oflawisbeing

On Tuesday, as the new
government was being
announced,agroup of Afghan
womeninaKabul streettook
cover after Taliban gunmen
firedintotheairtodisperse
hundredsofprotesters.
Thelasttimethe Talibanruled
Afghanistan, girls could not
attend school and women
were banned from workand
education. Religious police
would floganyone breaking
therulesand publicexecutions
werecarriedout.
TheTalibanhasurged Afghans
to be patient and vowed to
bemore tolerantthistime-a
commitment many Afghans
and foreign powers will be
scrutinising as a condition
for aid and investment
desperately needed in
Afghanistan.Mullah Hasan
Akhund, named as prime
minister, like many in the
Taliban leadership derives
much ofhis prestige from his
closelinkto the movement's
reclusive late founder Mullah
Omar, who presided over
its rule two decades ago.
Akhundislongtime chiefofthe
Taliban's powerful decision-
making body Rehbari Shura,
orleadership council. Hewas
foreign minister and then
deputy prime minister when
the Taliban werelastin power
and, likemany oftheincoming
Cabinet,isunderU.N.sanctions
forhisroleinthatgovernment.
Sirajuddin Haqqani, the new
interior minister, is the son of
the founder of the Haqqani

network, classified as a
terroristgroupby Washington.
He is one of the FBI's most
wanted men due to his
involvementinsuicideattacks
andtieswith Al Qaeda.

Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar,
head of the movement's
political office who was given
hisnomdeguerre "brother",or
Baradar, by Mullah Omar, was
appointedas Akhund'sdeputy,
main Taliban spokesman
Zabihullah Mujahidtoldanews
conferenceinKabul.

The passing over of Baradar
for the top government job
came as a surprise to some
ashehad beenresponsible
for negotiating the U.S.
withdrawal attalks in Qatar
and presentingthe face ofthe
Taliban to the outside world.
Baradar was previously a
senior Taliban commanderin
thelonginsurgency against
U.S.forces. He was arrested
andimprisoned in Pakistan
in 2010, becoming head of
the Taliban's political office in
Dohaafterhisreleasein2018.
Mullah Mohammad Yaqoob,
a son of Mullah Omar, was
namedas defence minister. All
theappointmentswereinan
acting capacity, Mujahid said.
White House spokeswoman
JenPsakitold reporters on Air
Force One, as PresidentJoe
Biden flew to New York, that
therewouldbenorecognition
of the Taliban government
soon.Taliban spokesman
Mujahid, speaking against
a backdrop of collapsing

publicservicesand economic
meltdown amidstthe chaos
of the tumultuous foreign
pullout, saidanacting cabinet
had been formed torespond
tothe Afghanpeople's primary
needs.Hesaid someministries
remainedtobefilledpendinga
huntforqualified people.

The United Nations said
earlier on Tuesday thatbasic
services were unravellingin
Afghanistanandfoodandother
aidwereabouttorunout.More
thanhalfamillionpeoplehave
beendisplaced internally in
Afghanistanthisyear.

An international donor
conference is scheduled in
Genevaon Sept. 13. Western
powerssay theyare prepared
to send humanitarian aid,
but that broader economic
engagement depends on
the shape and actions of the
Taliban  government.On
Monday, the Taliban claimed
victoryinthe Panjshirvalley,
the last province holding
out against it.Pictures
on social media showed
Taliban members standing
in front of the Panjshir
governor's compound after
days of fighting with the
National Resistance Front
of Afghanistan (NRFA),
commanded by Panjshiri
leader Ahmad Massoud.
Massoud denied that his
force, consisting of remnants
of the Afghan army as well
aslocal militia fighters, was
beaten,and tweeted that"our
resistancewill continue”.

undermined and multilateralismisunder fire, preciselywhenwe |
needitmost,” Ershadisaid.“Theyare extremely detrimental tosuch
noblevaluesaspeace, justice, equality, tolerance and coexistence
upon which the United Nations is founded,” she added.“For,
upholdingand promotingthesevaluesaswellasthe purposesand
principlesofthe United Nationsare moreimportantand necessary
than ever,” she noted.“The Charter makes clear thatin orderto
achieveinternational peace and security, the Organizationandits
Members shallactinaccordance with the principles of sovereign
equality of all States, the peaceful resolution of international
disputes, thenon-use or threatofuse of forceand non-intervention
inmatters which are essentially within the domesticjurisdiction
ofany State,” Ershadi said."Accordingly, a culture of peace cannot
be promoted when there are threats to the sovereignty and
independence of otherstatesand whenbasicrules ofinternational
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Onlyfoursafeguardissues
between Iranand the IAEA;

official

Iran's Ambassadorand Permanent Representative
to Vienna-based International Organizations
Kazem Gharibabadistated thatthe International
AtomicEnergy Agency (IAEA) has to maintain its
neutrality and professionalism.

Gharibabadi told reporters on Tuesday that
allIran'snuclear activities, including uranium
enrichmentatvariouslevels,are carried out within
the framework of I[ran'snuclear rights under the
Non-Proliferation Treatybased onIran's safeguard
obligations.

He added thatsince the other parties have not
fulfilled theirJCPOA obligationsinlifting sanctions,
and the USpolicy ofimposingillegal and unilateral
sanctions on Iranstill goes on, no one can pressure
Tehranto haltitsnuclearactivities.
Theambassador criticized the IAEAactofrecording
datawhich goes beyond the safeguards and said
thatIranhad agreed with the nuclear watchdogin
thisareaforaperiod of only three monthsso this
reportwas completely politically-motivated and as
suchitneither createsanyrightforthe IAEAnorany
obligationsforIran.

Regardingthe [AEA Director General'sreportonthe
fewremaining safeguardsissues, Gharibabadisaid
therewere only four safeguardissuesbetween Iran
and the IAEA thatdate backto abouttwo decades
ago,andIranhassofardealtwithinanappropriate
and constructive manner with the IAEA.
Herejected the emergency of theseissuesas the
[AEA claims and said the only issue of serious
concernistheexistence of Israelinuclear weapons,
terroristsabotage of peaceful nuclear facilities
and theassassination of nuclear scientists, which
unfortunately the IAEAhas so farrefused to takea
stand onthem.

4thround of Tran-Saudi
negotiations to be determined
bytwosides

Iran’sambassador to Iraq said thatthe time and
place for the 4th round of Iran-Saudinegotiations
willbe determined based onbothsides’ agreement.
IrajMasjedisaid thathe sawno problem on the way
ofthe ongoingtalks with Saudi Arabia.
"Iraninsists thatthese negotiations mustlead to
tangibleresults," theIraqi Al-AoulaNews TV quoted
Masjediassaying.

Theambassadoremphasized, "Iranfavorsbrotherly
and friendly ties with Saudi Arabia in political,
economic,and cultural fields, but the three rounds
oftalksheld thus farhaveled tonotangibleresults."
"There have been three rounds of talks amid a
very friendly and brotherly atmosphere because
Iranandthe Saudisare both Muslim nationsand
therefore, any kind of problems between them has
toberesolved through negotiations,” said Iran’s
ambassadortoBaghdadintheinterview.

law
are brazenly violated by

imposingunilateral coercive measures, targetingthe most
vulnerable themost,” she added.“Promotion of peace and culture
ofpeacerequiresjointand continuous efforts by the international
community, especiallyin this period when certain countrieshave
growingdesireto extensively utilize unilateral measurestosecure
theirinterestsinviolation of international law, undermining
internationallawand order;” Iranian diplomatsaid.




Iran-Cuba COVID-19 vaccine proven suitable for children

Director of Iran Pasteur Institute said in the wake of reopening of schools that Iran-Cubajoint
COVID-19vaccinehassuccessfully passed clinical teston childrenin Cubaand could be administered
tochildreninIran,too.The vaccine known as Soberana 2 in Cubaand PastoCoVacinIranhasbeen
jointly developed by Cuba’s Finlay Institute and Iran Pasteur Institute.Dr. Alireza Beiglari, Director
ofIran Pasteur Institute, said in an interview with IRNA on Wednesday that PastoCoVac was one
ofthe mostsecure vaccines available toadminister to children.The beginning of the school yearin
Iranis closeand education centers, including schools and universities, are going toreopenlaterin
September. However, this mightbe delayed by one month, because of the new surge in coronavirus

30000Rials casesand deathsin Iran.Biglarisaid that children had notbeen included in prioritized age groups
toreceive vaccines, buttheywould bein thelistas Iran has gained greateraccess tonew sources of
Thursday,September 9, vaccineinrecentdays.
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CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

05:21:15 Afghanistanis stability
Noon call to prayer: and peace, Shamkhani
13:00:34 wrote in his Twitter
Evening call to prayer: accounton Wednesday.
19:35:18 Ignoring the need for

establishinganinclusive
government, foreign
intervention, and the
use of military means
instead of dialogtomeet
the ethnic and social
groups' demands are
the main concerns of
the Afghans’ friends, he
added.
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Iran's Trade With US Declinesin / Months UAE Tops Listof Exporters to Iran

interms of value YOY.

Targetto Double Bilateral Tradein 5 Years
[ran-UAE tradeisabout$15 billion perannum
and both countries are seeking to double the
volume of commerce to $30 billion by fiscal

Iran’s commercial transactions with the USstood at 22.8¢ 11 2019 to register an 84.97% decline
compared tothe yearbefore.Iran exported

only $1.4 million worth of goods to the US,
down 98% YOY.Importsfrom the US totaled
0f2020. $73.1millionin 2019, down 82.83% YOY.

The UAE was the biggest exporter to Iran in the first

million during the first seven months of 2021 toregister a five months of the current fiscal year (March -21Aug.

%?12.98 decline compared with the corresponding period 22),according to the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs

Administration’s spokesman.

Latest data released by the US Census
Bureau show Iran exported $0.4 million
worth ofgoodstothe USduringthe period,
indicatingan 87.5% year-on-year fall.
Imports fromthe USstood at $22.4 million
during the same period, up 2.6% from $23
million duringthelastfiscal year.

Bilateral exchangesin]July 2021 amounted
to $2.8 million, down 21.74% compared
with $2.3 millioninJuly 2020.

Iran’s exports to the US stood at $0.1
million during the month under review,
down 50% from lastyear’s corresponding
period, whileimports totaled $2.7 million,
indicatinga 28.57% YOY growth.

Iran’s commercial exchanges with the US
amounted to $40.2 millionin 2020, posting
a48.53%decline compared with2019.Iran
exported $3.9 million worth of goods to the
US,indicatinga 178.57% year-on-yearrise.
Imports fromthe USstood at $36.3 million
duringthe period,down 52.67% YOY.
Iran-US trade amounted to $74.5 million

In 2018, the value oftrade between the two
countriesincreased by 155% compared
to 2017, after the reimposition of US
sanctions on Iran. However, ithas been
falling drastically ever since.
Twice-impeached US president, Donald
Trump, abandoned the 2015 nuclear deal
Iransigned with world powersin2018and
reimposed sanctions.

The deal known asJoint Comprehensive
Plan of Action saw the lifting of
international sanctions againstthe Islamic
Republicin 2016 when the JCPOA was
internationally implemented. Inreturn,
Tehran agreed to limit the scope of its
nuclear program.

Trump's successor, Joe Biden, has said he
wants torestore the deal's nuclear limits
and, ifpossible, extend them to coverissues
suchasIran'smissile program. However,
Biden hasnotshown the determination
required by the task.

Iran wants all sanctionslifted withoutany
expansion ofthe terms.

Iran FM, Karzai
discuss latest
developmentsin
Afghanistan

Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir Abdollahian has discussed
the latest developments in
Afghanistan with former Afghan
president Hamed Karzaiduring
aphone call.

ThetopIranian diplomatsaiditis
theIslamicRepublic’s principled
stance to supportdialogamong
all groups in Afghanistan to
form aninclusive government
which reflects the ethnic and
demographic makeup of the

country and added, “Thisis the
only way for Afghanistantoreach
lasting peace.”

Amir Abdollahian said, “The
Islamic Republic of Iran wants
Afghanistan to be free from
war and terrorism.” He added
that the Islamic Republic will
keepitsborder crossings with
Afghanistan open to ease the
currentsituationinthe country
and will continue to trade with
Afghanistan.

The Iranian foreign minister
noted thatthe USpolicies during
thepasttwodecadesaretoblame
forthe currentchaoticsituation
in Afghanistan. He said the Afghan

peopleare determined that this
situationhastoend.

Hamed Karzai also said during
the phone call that eminent
figures of Afghanistan do
their utmostto overcome this
situation,adding that the main
goal is the realization of the
Afghanpeople’swill.

He thanked Iran forits stances
and efforts. The former Afghan
presidentsaidheand otherelders
are engaged in negotiations
with different groupsincluding
the Taliban and want the
Islamic Republic to continue
its assistance to facilitate the
process.

“Iran’simports from the Arab country during
the period reached 4.44 million tons worth
$5.39 billion, registeringa 157% and 68%
YOY growth in weightand value respectively,”
Rouhollah Latifialso told IRNA.

Livestock feed, reproductive farm animals,
seeds, oils, legumes, tropical fruits, tea and
coffee, spice, sugar, fruitjuice, yeast, electrodes,
rice, nutritional supplements, minerals,
production raw materials, machinery, fabrics
and yarns, rubber, wood and boards, wood
and paper pulp, cardboard paper and paper,
compressors, filtersand strainers were the main
imported goods.

Iran’s exports to the UAE hit 5.91 million tons
worth $1.55 billion during the same period,
registeringa 15% decline in weightbuta33%
growthinvalue.

Nuts and dried fruit, seafood, fruit and
vegetable, caviar, sweets and chocolate,
spice, minerals, building materials, cleansers,
handicrafts and carpet, kitchen utensils,home
appliances, electronics, industrial and semi-
industrial products, musical instruments,
clothing, bags, shoes and furniture were the
main products exported to the UAE during the
period.

Iran’s trade with the UAE stood at 9.5 million
tonsworth $7.3 billionin the five months under
review, registeringa 24% and 54% growth in
weightand value respectively year-on-year.

Its total foreign trade hit 59.3 million tons
worth $34billion during the period, registering
a14% and 38% growth in weightand value
respectively YOY.

Non-oil exports stood at 45.5 million tons
worth $17.66 billion, registeringa 20% and
63% growth in weightand value respectively
compared with the corresponding period of
lastyear.

Importsstoodat 13.8 milliontonsworth $16.63
billion from March 21 to Aug. 22, registering a
5% declineintermsof weightbuta21% growth

2025-26,according to the head of [ran-UAE
Chamber of Commerce.

"Asperagreements and forecasts, the volume
oftrade between the two countries will reach
$20billion by the end of fiscal 2021-22," Farshid
Farzanegan wasalso quoted as saying by IRNA.
Iran’sexportofagricultural and food products to
the UAE saw theleastimpact from sanctionsand
the spread of coronavirus, he added.

The official noted that the UAE is the biggest
exportertolranandthe third largestdestination
ofIranian exports, indicating that many Iranian
companies have puttrade with the UAE on their
agenda.

Iran and the UAE traded 20.34 million tons of
commodities worth $14.28 billion during the
lastIranianyear (March 2020-21), registering
a28%and 7% increase in weightand value
respectively compared with the yearbefore.
According to the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration’s spokesperson, the
Arab country was Iran’s second biggest trade
partner duringthe period.

“Our exports to the neighboring country hit
15.27 million tons worth $4.62 billion, showing
a27% and 6.5% rise in volume and value
respectively YOY. Exportsaccountfor 13.6%and
13.4% of Iran’s total exports during the period
under review. The country was Iran’s third
biggestexportdestinationafter ChinaandIraq,”
Latifi was also quoted as saying by the news
portal of [ran Chamber of Commerce, Industries,
Miningand Trade (Otaghiranonline.ir).
Theofficialnoted thatthe main exported goods
included seafood, flower, fruitand vegetable,
nuts, dried fruit, saffron and other spices,
chocolate and pastry, fruit juice, vinegar,
construction materials, cement, minerals,
floorings, carpet, apparel, footwear, handicrafts,
steel products, doors and windows, kitchen
utensils, industrial machinery, light bulbs,
furniture, musical instruments, medical
equipment, electric and electronic devices,
auto spare parts, packaging machinery and
wickerwork.
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