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Over10m subscribers
covered by free electricity
programsince late May

Iranian Energy Ministry's Spokesman for Electricity
Industry Mostafa Rajabi Mashhadiannounced that
over 10 million subscribers have been covered by
the freeelectricity programsince the third [ranian
calendar month Khordad (May 22).

Notingthatthis group has consumedlesselectricity
thanthe consumption pattern, headded: "Since the
beginning of the third month, with the start of the
hotseason and this summer, more than 10 million
subscribers have been subjecttoa 100-percent
discountonelectricity prices."

Inmid-April, Rajabi Mashhadi had said that the
implementation ofthe “Power of Hope” programhad
increased the number oflow consuming subscribers
by four percent.

Hesaid, “Itseems thatthe Power of Hope programis
onitswayand the subscribershavebeeninformed
aboutthisissue.”

Mashhadi wentonto say thatin the warm seasons
(beginning of June to the end of September),
the consumption pattern changes, i.e.thelow-
consumption pattern for normal areas increases
from 200kWhto 300kWhand from 80 kWhto 100
kWh.

Atthe same time, the managing director of Iran’s
Power Generation and Distribution Company
(TAVANIR) had announced a 33-percentincrease
inelectricity prices for high consuming subscribers
whowould notreduce their consumption fromthe
second Iranian calendar month Ordibehesht (began
onApril 20).

Mohammad-Hassan Motevalizadeh said the
increase in electricity prices would be done
according to the government's decreeinrecent
years.

Hesaid thatbased onthe “power of Hope” program
theelectricity subscribersare categorized in three
groups of high consuming, normal consuming
and low consuming, adding that after the
implementation of this program seven million
low-consuming subscribers were subject to a
100-percentdiscount,and the number of the high
consuming subscribers was decreased by six
percent.

He said, “Since the start of this programinlast
August, the subscribers have had some good
cooperation with us,and wehopethatthe hotseason
comingthis cooperationwillincrease.”
Implementation of a program by the Iranian
Energy Ministry for rewarding efficient electricity
subscriberswitha 100 percentdiscount on their
bills, hasreduced the number ofhigh-consuming
subscribersacrossthe countryby 6.1 percent.
Accordingto TAVANIR, this program called “Power
of Hope”, was aimed to change the attitudes of
household consumers towards the proper use
ofenergyresourcesand consequently protect
the environment.The Energy Ministry started
theimplementation of the mentioned program
inmid-August2020.Inlate August 2020, Former
Energy Minister Reza Ardakanian had announced
thatthe Power of Hope program was expected to
reduce the country’s electricity consumption by
10 percent."This program will be implemented
toboth reward low-consuming subscribers and
to encourage others to consume less and it is
expected toreduce power consumption by 10
percent,” Ardakanian said inapress conference on
the occasion ofthe Government Week (August 23-
29,2020).The minister noted thataccordingtoa
cabinetdecision, allthe subscribersthatcooperated
well with the Energy Ministry’s consumption
management programs this summer are to be
awarded.
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IRHF readytobuildup to 250,000
housingunitsinayear

The deputy head of Islamic Revolution

Housing Foundation (IRHF) hasannounced

thatthe foundationis preparedto construct
250,000-200,000 housing units in the
framework of the National Housing Action

Planand othernewhousingplans for building

one million housingunitsin the country.

“In the National

%J/w HousingAction Plan,
¥ itwasdecided that
ISI:AHAN the government
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_ IS units, of which the

share of the Islamic

would build
400,000 housing

Revolution Housing
Foundation was set at
138,000 units, and so far,
we have gotland from the
National Land and Housing
Organization for 73,000
units”, Javad Haqgshenas
stated.

About 53,000 applicants
whoregistered and their
fileswereinvestigated were
approved andintroduced to
the bank, and thisnumber
alsopaid theinitialamount,
headded.

“We areready to carry out
our dutiesaccordingtothe
plans of the new minister
of transport and urban
development”, the official
furtherstressed.

The deputy speaker of the
parliament has recently
said thatbyusingtheland,
facilities and the capacity
of the private sector, itis
possible to build one
million housing unitsin the
country.

Speakingina TVinterview
on August 29, Ali Nikzad
referred to the plan
for surge in housing
construction, and said that
the MPs presented the plan
to the parliament, which
becamelawyesterday.

He continued by pointing
out that this planisvery
progressive; in this plan,
the issue ofland and the
transfer of government
lands to the Ministry of
Transport and Urban

Development
accelerated.
Also, the deputy Head of
Iran’s Mass Construction
Association IrajRahbarhas
recently said the country’s
contractors are capable of
constructing one million
housing unitsayearifthe
necessary fundingandland
isprovided.

Mentioning a plan for
the construction of
one million affordable
housing units per year
by the new government,
Rahbar said: “allocating
land and financing are two
important factors for the
successfulimplementation
ofanyhousingproject,and
ifthese two are provided,
building one million
housingunits per year will
be easily possible.”

The official noted that over
thelastthree years, many
effortshave been made to
allocate theneededland for
housing projectsincluding
the National Housing
Action Planto the Ministry
of Transport and Urban
Development, buttheland
hasnotbeen provided as
needed.

Rahbar further stressed
that there are different
ways to attract financial
resources for housing
construction projects
including the use of private
sector potentials.

If the trust between the
private sector and the

was
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governmentisrestored, the
issue oftaxation onhousing
projectsisresolved and the
government’s dues to the
private sector contractors
are paid on time, mass
builders will be more
motivated to participate
in construction projects,
hesaid.

The official noted that
private sector investors
have huge resources that
can be guided into mass
construction projects if
they are encouraged and
appropriate incentives
are considered by the
government.

Referring to the recent
riseinthe pricesof cement
and steel as main items
used in construction, he
continued: "Theriseinthe
prices of cementand steel
isone of the obstaclesin
housingproduction thatthe
governmentmustaddress;
the government has
provided all the necessary
facilities including cheap
energy for the cementand
steel production units, but
we see that such products
are exported instead of
being supplied to the
domesticmarket.”

In early August, Mahmoud
Mahmoudzadeh, deputy
transport, and urban
development minister
announced thatplanning
has been made and
preparations have been
doneto startconstructing

So—— =
1.3 million affordable
housing units across the
country.
Mahmoudzadeh  said
the required regulations
have been prepared and
facilities have been created
to provide land for the
mentioned housing units
by the next government.
“With the measures taken,
the conditions are more
favorable for the new
governmentto begin the
work,” henoted.
Meanwhile, [ran’s newly
appointed  Transport
and Urban Development
Minister Rostam Qassemi
said his ministry will
strongly pursue the
National Housing Action
Planduringhistenure.
“Theimplementation and
completion ofthe National
Housing Action Plan, for
which alot of efforts have
been made, will continue
inthe 13th government,”
Qassemisaid on Thursday.
“Providing affordable
housingforlower classesis
the priority of the ministry,”
he stressed.
Underlining some of his
ministry’s major plans
during his office, the
official said: “Strengthening
various sectors oftransport
includingland, air, seaand
rail willbe on the agenda
and we willtry toincrease
theshareoftransportinthe
country’s Gross Domestic
Product.”

Iraq signs $27 bln energy projects deal
with Total

Tuesday,September 7, 2021, No. 865
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Weeklyvalue
oftradeup
4¢%in Iran
Mercantile

Exchange
Over 2.231 million
tons of commodities
worth more than
150 trillion rials
(about $3.571
billion) were traded
at Iran Mercantile
Exchange (IME)
in the past Iranian
calendarweek (ended
on Friday), which
shows a 47-percent
rise in value and a
250-percent growth
inweightofthe traded
goods, as compared to
itspreviousweek.

As reported by the
IME’s PublicRelations
and International
Affairs Department,
the exchange sold
1.717 million tons of
commodities on its
metals and minerals
tradingfloor.

The next trading
floor was the oil and
petrochemical on
which the exchange
saw trade 0f499,076
tonsof commodities.
Furthermore, in the
agricultural trading
floor ofthe IME, more
than250kilograms of
saffronwas traded by
the customers.
It'sworthnoting that
the IME played hostto
trade of 15,043 tons
of commodities onits
sidemarketaswell.The
valueoftradesatIran
Mercantile Exchange
inthepreviousIranian
calendaryear (ended
onMarch20)rose108
percent compared to
theprecedingyear.
During the pastyear,
about 3.5 quadrillion
rials (about $83.5
billion) worth
of commodities
were traded at the
mentioned market.
Inthepastyear; several
new records were
achieved in terms
of the volume and
value of transactions
in the mentioned
market’s  various

The company will start with produced at the southern

floors including the
industrial, petroleum,
and petrochemical
floors.IME is one of
the four major stock

aninitial investmentof $10
billion, CEO Patrick Pouyanne
said atthe signing ceremony,
adding that engineering

fields of West Qurna 2,
Majnoon, Artawi, Tuba,
and Luhais.Jabbar said itis
expected to produce 300

workwillbeginimmediately.
Iraqioil minister [hsan Abdul

million cubic feet of gas per

markets of Iran, the
day (mcf/d) and double that

other three markets

Jabbar said the first phase
would include the French
group's $3 billion investment
to inject seawater into
oilfields to enhance crude

after the second phase of
development.The oil minister
said that the gas produced
from Total's project in the
southwould help Iraq cutits

are Tehran Stock
Exchange (TSE),Iran's
over-the-counter
(OTC) marketknown
also as Iran Fara

recovery.
Total, he added, will also

gasimports from [ran, with

) Bourse (IFB), and
the domestically produced

Iran Energy Exchange

provide $2 billion to build
a processing plant for gas

gasisalsocheaperthanthe

) (IRENEX).
[ranian gas.
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Six Palestinians Escape from High-Security Israeli

Prison

Six Palestinian prisoners escaped from a high-security Israeli prison on Monday.

They escaped from Gilboa Prisonin northern parts of the occupied territories, the prison
authoritiesreported today.The sixare believed to have duga tunnel to get outofthe prison,
which wasbuiltin 2004 for the "most dangerous" Palestinian prisoners.According to the
Israel Prisons Service, the escape started atabout 1:30 am this morning. The police received
reportsaboutsuspicious persons near the prisonataround 3 am.The prisoners are all from
Jeninand were named as Munadil Nafayat, 26, from Yaabad; Mahmoud and Mohammad Al-
Arida, both from Arraba; Tham Kahamji, 35, from Kufr Dan; and Yaqoub Qadiri, 49, from Deir
al-Basha. Mosthave spent 20 years or more behind bars servinglife sentences. The sixth
prisoner was named as Zakaria Zubeidi, who was imprisoned in 2019 although he hasn't
been sentenced forany crime, according to the Middle East Monitor.

Afghan NRF refutes Taliban claim over Panjshir

control

Accordingto National Resistance Front (NRF) spokesman, the major partofthe Bazarak
districtof Panjshirisunder the control of Afghan resistance forces.

Afghanresistance forces remain in many areas across Panjshirand maintain control
over the major partofthe Bazarak district, National Resistance Front (NRF) spokesman
Ali Nazary said on Monday, soon after the NRF refuted claims that Panjshir fellunder the
control of the Taliban, Sputnikreported.

"Theresistanceisstillall overthevalley ... Most of Bazarak districtand all the side valleys
are controlled by the NRE" Nazary told CNN.The spokesman also said that Afghanistan's
National Resistance Front (NRF) leader Ahmad Massoud is safe and will soon make a
statement. "Myleaderand brother Ahmad Massoud is safe and will be givinga message to
our peopleverysoon!" Nazary wrote on Twitter.
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Raisiteam
affects US-
Iranian
relations; U.S

Professor

"I do believe that the
Biden Administrationhas
arealinterestinkeeping
the nuclear deal with
Iranalive," an associate
Professor at UMass
Bostontold.
Speaking to ILNA news
agency, Darren Kew said
thatbutldon'tthinkthat
the USwill agree tojust
any deal -- it will need
to be strong enough to
convince Washington
that Iran will fulfill its
obligations.

"So the deal also has
to be strong enough to
deflectcriticism from the
Republicansinthe US".
Pointing to Iran's new
administration,headded
thatlran'snew president
will probably not affect
thenuclear negotiations
dramatically, since the
real decisions will be
made by higher ranking
officials, but I think
President Raisi's will
definitely strainrelations
between Tehran and
Washington.

Asked aboutthe future of
the Afghan government
after the Taliban took
control of Kabul, he
said "clearly Pakistan
stands to gain by a
Taliban victory, atleast
inthe short term, while
Iran has along history
of antagonism with the
Taliban."

"Thisis one area where
Iran and the US have
common interest, and
could possibly work
together quietly once
a new nuclear deal is
reached.”

"“In the long run,
however, I think that a
Taliban governmentin
Afghanistanwill continue
to encourage extremists
in  Pakistan and
neighboring countries
acrosstheregion,and this
isasmuchaproblem for
Islamabad as everyone
else," ' Darren Kew
continued.

I suspectthat Pakistani
leaders are telling the
truth when they say that
a divided Afghanistan
ismoreinIslamabad's
deeper interests than
a unified Afghanistan
under a resurgent
Taliban."

The U.S Professor added
thatso this may be where
Iran hasalast chance to
work with Pakistan to
negotiate a peace deal
between the Talibanand
the currentgovernment
inKabul.

Iran supporter of useful negotiations;
sanctions against Iran must be lifted

Welcoming the French President's proposal

toreviewrelations between the two countries

and startanew chapterin bilateral relations

and Tehran-Paris regional cooperation, Iranian

President said, “The Iranian government

welcomes the development of relations with

France, especially in the economicand trade

fields,and we are ready to start comprehensive

cooperation with Europe from France”.

Iran supporter of

'&"JA}! useful negotiations;
M sanctions against
ISFAHAN Iranmustbelifted
NEW s Tehran (ISNA) -
NEWS Speaking  with

_m French President

Emmanuel Macron
on Sunday afternoon
be telephone, Iranian
President Ebrahim Raisi
emphasized, “Certainly,
the politicalindependence
of Iran and France is a
valuable resource for
establishing a balanced,
strong and  stable
relationship between
the two countries, and
our common interests
in  preventing  the
involvement of external
factorsintheserelations”.
Inresponse tothe French
President'sremarks about
the meeting of the heads
of Iraq's neighbouring
countries in Baghdad,
President Raisisaid, “Iran
has always been by the
side of the Iraqi people at
differentjunctures”.

“The policy of the Islamic
Republicoflranhasalways
beensupportingthe people
of Iraq for establishing
peaceintheregionand we
consider intra-regional
cooperation to be very
usefulin creating security
and peaceintheregion,”
hesaid.

Regarding the efforts of
countries in the region
and the world to fight
terrorism and ISIL, the
President said that ISIL
was created and supported
by the Americans, adding,
“Americans must be

Iran Warns of Different Response to Politicization of

TAEA

TheIranian Foreign Ministry’s spokesman cautioned the
International Atomic Energy Agency’s Board of Governors
toavoid miscalculationsinitsupcomingordinary meeting,
warning thattakingadvantage of the [AEA for political
purposeswill draw a differentresponse from Tehran.
Speaking ataweekly press conference on Monday, Saeed
Khatibzadeh said the next meeting of the IAEA’s Board of
Governorswill be an ordinary one, during which nobody
should make any miscalculation aboutIran.
Healsowarned thatusingthe IAEA’s platform for political
purposeswill trigger adifferentresponse from Iran.
Highlighting the “technical and respectful” interaction
between Iranand the UN nuclear agency, the spokesman
expressed hope that no party would meddle in the

cooperation.

held accountable to
world public opinion for
supporting ISIL and the
new terrorism”.
Condemning the policies
of some countries that
divide terrorisminto good
and bad, President Raisi
stressed thatthe Islamic
Republicoflran condemns
terrorismin any form and
thatin ourview thereisno
difference betweenISILin
Damascus, ISILinIraqand
ISILinKhorasan”.
Regarding the issue of
Afghanistan, Ayatollah
Raisi said that the
Americanshad madeabig
mistake in Afghanistan
and that 20 years of
occupation had not
benefited its people,
saying, “In the current
situation, everybody must
help a comprehensive
governmentto be formed
with the cooperation of
all groupsin Afghanistan
and let the people of
Afghanistan decide their
owndestiny”.
Emphasizing that the
policy of NATO and US
military intervention in
Afghanistan hasfailed, the
Presidentsaid, "We must
provide conditions for
Afghan groupsto achieve
amodelacceptable toall
Afghans,andinthisregard,
thelslamicRepublicofIran
isready to contribute to
establishment of peace,
security and prevention of

fratricide in Afghanistan”.
Ayatollah Raisi also
announced the support
ofthe Islamic Republic of
Iran for the formation of
a strong government in
Lebanon thatcanensure
and protecttherightsofthe
Lebanese people, saying,
"We will not withhold any
humanitarian assistance
tothe Lebanese peopleand
areready to cooperate with
France for progress and
developmentofLebanon.”
The Lebanese people are
suffering from economic
sanctionstodayand France
can play a role in lifting
these sanctions, he said,
adding, "The efforts and
assistance of Iran, France
and Hezbollah to form a
strong government in
Lebanon can benefit this
country”.

Regarding the nuclear
talks, the Presidentsaid,
"We have no objection to
useful negotiations, but
the program and result of
the negotiations should
be thelifting of sanctions
againstlIran. Negotiation
fornegotiationisuseless."
In the same phone
call, the President of
France Emmanuel
Macron emphasized
the development and
deepening of relations
between Iran and France
and the need to review
therelations between the
two countries, and said,

Khatibzadeh said he hasheard thenews of plans foravisitby
IAEA Director General Rafael Grossito Tehran, noting that
regular talks between Iran and the UN nuclear watchdog
havebeeninprogress.
Askedaboutthe prospectofthe Vienna talks on the revival
ofthe 2015 nuclear deal, the spokespersonreiterated that
thenegotiations must fulfill the interests of [ranunder the
JCPOA and the UNSC Resolution 2231 which have been

repeatedlyviolated by the US.

infull.

Former US president Donald Trump leftthe nuclear dealin

Khatibzadehalsoreminded the USadministration that
following Trump’s mentality will only resultin “maximum
failure”, recommending that Washington should attend the
Viennatalkswithagenuineagendaand carry outthe JCPOA

= = Wr)

“We should start a new
movementwith new axes
intherelations between
the two countries and
startrelationsinvarious
political, economic,
cultural and regional
cooperationareas”.
Referring to the recent
developments in
Afghanistan, the French
President stressed, "I
believe that the future
government of Afghanistan
mustbe theresult of the
national will ofthe people
of this country and the
Taliban in this country
must adhere to issues
suchas human rights and
international obligations."
Referringto the presence
of Afghan refugees in
Iran and the resulting
problems, Macron
stressed theassistance and
cooperation ofthe UN High
Commissioner for Refugees
inthisregard with Iran.
Referring to the situation
in Lebanon and the difficult
conditions ofthe Lebanese
people, he stressed the
cooperation of France and
Iranalong with Hezbollah
in Lebanon in creating
a strong and efficient
governmentin this country.
Referring to the nuclear
issue, the French president
also expressed hope that
the Vienna talks on this
issue would resume with
the presence ofIran.
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Iran Condemns Panjshir
Attacks

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Saeed
Khatibzadeh strongly condemned Sunday’s attacks
onAfghanistan’s Panjshir Valley, voiced concernabout
foreigninterferencein Afghanistan,and abhorred the
martyrdom of Afghanleadersin the fighting.

Asked aboutthe reports of Taliban’s conquest of
Panjshir Valleyin Afghanistan, Khatibzadeh saidata
press conference on Monday thatthe news of military
clashesin Panjshirare “extremelyworrying”.

Healso condemned yesterday’s attacks on Panjshir
inthe strongestterms and expressed regretatthe
martyrdom of Afghanleaders.Condemning foreign
interference in the internal affairs of Afghanistan,
the Iranian spokesman added, “Everybody should
know that the history of Afghanistan has proved
thatforeign meddling will resultin nothing but
failure.”"Khatibzadeh also urged that the conflictin
Panjshir should be settled politically and through
negotiations. “Nobody should allow this path to end
with fratricide.”The Iranian diplomat called on the
Talibanto honor their commitments.He said Iran has
receivedreportsabouttheimposition ofablockade on
Panjshir, warning that cutting off power and starving
outpeoplein Panjshirrun countertotheinternational
law.“Panjshir (crisis) hasa political solution. Its
blockadeisbynomeansacceptableinterms ofthe
internationaland humanitarianlaw;” he stated. Heavy
fighting continuesbetween the Talibanandresistance
forcesin Panjshir Valley as the armed group tried to
seize thelastholdoutprovince.

Pakistani Interior Minister
predicts newregional bloc with

Iran’spresence

Pakistani Interior Minister has predicted formation
ofanewblocintheregion with participation of
Iran, Pakistan, China, and Russia to ensure alasting
peaceintheregion.Localmediaon Monday quoted
Sheikh Rashid Ahmad as saying that developments
in Afghanistan had highlighted the role of regional
actors, including neighbors.Pakistani Interior
Minister visited the Torkhamborder crossingin the
northwest of the country yesterday and the joint
border crossingwith Afghanistan.Ina conversation
withmedia, the minster withoutnamingthe US said
thatwithits defeatin Afghanistan, the pressure from
those countriesthatare thousands ofkilometersaway
fromourregionisover.

Headded: Ourregionis safe from the pressure of
extra-regional powersand our predictionisthatsoon
anewand importantblocwill be formed with the
participation ofthe Islamic Republic of Iran, Pakistan,
Russia, and Chinato establish alasting peaceinthe
region.

Sheikh Rashid Ahmad denied the claims of some
mediaof subcontinentthatalarge number of people
were presentatthe Torkhamborderand thatthere
were Afghanrefugee camps. He madeitclear that
therewasnosuch camp.

andinitiated a“maximum

pressure” policy against Iran, prompting Tehran to

take remedial measures by gradually reducingits nuclear
commitmentsunder the deal.

Since April, representatives from Iran and the P4+1 group
of countries - France, Britain, Germany, Russiaand China -

havebeenholdingtalksin Viennaaimed atrevitalizing the

JCPOA and bringing the USbackto compliance.




Abdullah Asks for Iran’s Humanitarian Aid to

Afghanistan

Head of Afghanistan’s High Council for National Reconciliation Abdulalh Abdulalh asked
Iran to supply his country with humanitarian assistance.ln a telephone conversation with
Foreign Minister of [Iran Hossein Amirabdollahian on Sunday, Abdulalh congratulated the
top Iraniandiplomaton taking office.Lauding Iran’s stancesin supportofthe Afghan people,
Abdullah explicated the humanitarian situation in Afghanistanand called on Iran to deliver
humanitarian aid to his country.The two officials further stressed the need to fightagainst
terrorismand to forman inclusive governmentin Afghanistan with the participation ofall

30000Rials Afghan ethnicgroups and parties.Amirabdollahian and Abdullah also emphasized that only
Tuesday,September 7 the Afghan people areallowed to decide the fate of their country.
2021, No. 865
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. Full Control of
IRHF readytobulld. Panjshir
upto 250,000 housing  The Taliban said they

now have full control
o over Panjshir, the last

IRHF ready tobuild
upto 250,000

housingunitsina
year (4 ]

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

unitsinayear

pocket of territory
north of Kabul still
outside their rule,
butresistance forces
have vowed the fight
for their strongholdis
far from over.Taliban
spokesman, Zabihullah
Mujahid, tweeted on

Morning call to prayer:

05:19:40 Monday that Panjshir
Noon call to prayer : province was now
13:01:16 completely under

Iy the group’s control,
Evening call to prayer: warning, "Anyone
19:38:00 who tries to start an

insurgency will be hit

hard. We will not allow
another."“We assure
the people of Panjshir

that there would be
no discriminatory
actsagainstthem,” he
added.

Iran supporter of useful negotiations:
sanctions against Iran mustbe lifted

High:36°c
Low:14°%

Political use of TA EA to lead to Iran's different
response

Afghan Peace Impossible without Inclusive
Government: Iranian Diplomat

Panjshir issue must be resolved through
dialogue

"The news about Panjshiris worrying. Last
night's attacks are strongly condemned.

and broad-based government with the
participation ofall ethnicgroups.”

He added thatIranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amirabdollahian held telephone

Stating thatneither JCPOA side should move inadirection The Iranian Foreign Ministry’s special envoy for

thatwill affectthe negotiationsin Vienna, Khatibzadeh said Afghanistan described the formation ofaninclusive and

thatthe political use ofthe IAEA technical platform willlead

broad-based governmentas the only way to ensure peace

toadifferentresponse from Iran.

Speaking in his weekly press conference,
Foreign Ministry Spokesman Saeed
Khatibzadeh answered questions onawide
range oftopics.

Political use of IAEA technical platformtolead
tolran'sdifferentresponse

Inresponse toaquestion about the possible
visit of Rafael Grossi, Director-General of the
International Atomic Energy Agency to Iran,
Khatibzadeh said, "Technical issues between
the IAEA and the Atomic Energy Organization
of Iran (AEOI) are addressed by the AEOI
spokesman. The next meeting of the Board of
Governorsisaregular meeting."

"Neither side should make a miscalculation
and move in adirection that will affect the
negotiationsin Vienna. The political use of the
[AEAtechnical platform willlead to a different
response from Iran. Therelations between Iran
and the IAEA are technical and respectful, and
we hope that others will notinterfere in this
relationship,"headded.

"Weheardabout Grossi's trip. donotknowifit
isplanned ornot,and you should ask the Atomic
Energy Organization of Iran," the spokesman
said.

Viennatalks mustserveIran'sinterests

The senior Iranian diplomatalso spoke about
theneedtoresume the Vienna talks to revive
the JCPOA, saying, "Talks will be held and
Iranhas announced atvarious levels that the
negotiations thathave begunto ensure the full
implementation of US commitments under the
JCPOA and Resolution 2231 between Iranand
the P4+1will continue.”

"Thesetalks mustserveIran'sinterests," hesaid.
"The American side mustknow that with the
mentality ofthe Trump era, itcan have noresult
other than maximum defeat. The United States
should come to Viennawitharealagenda."

The martyrdom of Afghanleadersis deeply
regrettable. Afghanistan's history has shown
thatdirectand indirect foreign intervention
has resulted in nothing but defeat for the
invading forces and that the Afghan people
areindependentand zealous. The Panjshir
issue mustbe resolved through dialogue,”
Khatibzadeh said aboutalleged Pakistan's
militaryinterventionin Afghanistan.

"The Taliban mustlive up to its commitments.
Iranis making every effort to help end the
suffering of the Afghan people,” Khatibzadeh
noted. "Itisthe will of the people that must be
fulfilled, not foreign interference orany other
conspiracy.”

Iranto doits utmostto contribute to peace,
stability of Afghanistan

He wenton to say, "International institutions,
alongwith countriesinthe region, haveaduty
toensure peace and stability in Afghanistan.”
"Iran stands by the people of Afghanistan. Iran
hasbeen friends with the people of Afghanistan
for centuries and has shown it for decades,
and everyone knows Iran's principled policy
towards Afghanistan. We will do our utmost
to contribute to the peace and stability of
Afghanistan,” the spokesmansaid.

Rejecting some statements that [ran has not
made any effortsregarding Afghanistan, he
said, "Our Special Representative hasbeenin
contactwith various parties in Afghanistan.
Iranian Foreign Minister Amir-Abdollahian
held talks with the Head of Afghanistan’s High
Council for National Reconciliation Abdullah.
Iran's plan forinclusive talksin Afghanistan has
beenheld oneround and we were ready to hold
anotherround.”

He also spoke about the Afghans who have
enteredIranillegally orlegally, saying, "Iran has
hosted millions of Afghan brothersand sisters
formorethan40years.Intherecentcrisis, there
werealotofapplications for Iranian visas and
Iranian embassies facilitated thisissue to some
extent."

and calmintheneighboring country.

Mohammad Ebrahim Taherian made the
remarksinaSunday virtual meeting with
special envoys from other neighboring
countries of Afghanistan.

Inthevideo conference, the Iranian envoy
stressed thatdue attention should be paid
tothe sufferingand problems of people of
Afghanistan, saying, “Peace and calmin this
country isimpossible to take hold unless
through establishment of an inclusive

calls with his Chinese and Russian
counterparts and agreed to hold a
virtual meeting at the ministerial level of
Afghanistan’s neighboring countries on
Wednesday.

The Iranian diplomat also expressed
hopethatthe meeting of foreign ministers
would clearly and strongly support the
Afghanpeopleinthe establishmentofan
inclusive governmentunder the current
circumstances in Afghanistan, Press TV
reported.

Iran monitoring
airborders

by completely
indigenous systems
Stating thatIranis monitoring
the air borders with the use
of completely indigenous
systems, the Air Defense Deputy
Commander said that all the
flightsare underthe control ofthe
Army Air Defense Force.
"Indigenous  design  and

production of various types of
mechanized shower missiles,
artillery equipped with active
and passive fire control, various
shortand medium-range tactical
missile systems and advanced
long-range anti-cruise and
anti-ballistic missile system
'Bavar-373', are the result of
more than 4 decades of effort
and self-confidence at defense
and air defense systems to getrid
ofdependence,” said Brigadier
General Abolfazl SepehriRad, the

Deputy Coordinator of the Army
Air Defense Forceinaninterview
withIRNA.

Air defenseadvancesin the fields
of electronic warfare, passive
defense and cyber defense
with the design and production
of advanced equipment and
developmentofcyberdefenseand
electro-cyberinfrastructure has
reached astage thatairintruders
would regret to approach the
airspace ofthe Islamic Republic of
Iran,headded.

Veteran American
soldier kills 4 people

including aninfant

A veteran of the US wars in
Afghanistan and Iraq, fatally shot
aman, two women, and an infant,
woundinga girlinside two homes
near Lakeland, Florida.A former
Marine sharpshooter who served
in Afghanistan and Iraq fatally shot
four people,including aninfant, in
twohomesnear Lakeland, Fla., early
on Sunday morningand exchanged

gunfire with sheriff’s deputies
before he was taken into custody,
theauthoritiessaid, New York Times
reported.The gunman, who also
shotand wounded an 11-year-old
girl, surrendered after he was shot
atleastonce during two gunfights
with deputies in which dozens, if
nothundreds, ofrounds, were fired
inaresidential neighborhood in
Polk County, Fla., the county sheriff,
Grady Judd, told reporters.Three
of the people who were killed —
a40-year-old man, a 33-year-old

womananda 3-month-old boywhom
the womanwas cradlinginherarms
— were foundinside one home, the
authorities said.A fourthvictim, the
infant’s 62-year-old grandmother,
was found shotto deathinanother
home on the same property.
Investigators could notimmediately
say what prompted the rampage,
which they said beganaround 4:30
a.m. SheriffJudd said that so far, his
department’s investigation had
found “zero connection” between
the gunmanand the victims.
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