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Thailand to closeits

LJ °
tourism officein Iran
The Thai Ministry of Tourism has decided to
closeitsrepresentative office in Iran after 11
years.One of the reasons for this closure is the
uncertainty over returning time of the Iranian
tourismindustry to theinternational markets.
"Iran was abig market for Thaitourism, as [ran
accounted for 16% ofthe total Middle Easttourism
to Thailand." Prior to the coronavirus pandemic,
the sanctions and otherissues caused serious
problems in the field of transferring money
between two countries. Even the Dubai office was
closed dueto the sanctions. We could not transfer
any money from Thailand to Iran. because of
these problems the money wasjusttransferred
by individuals between two countries. Now,
eventhesetripsare notmade anymore”, Homer
Baraghani, the representative of the Thai Ministry
of TourisminIran,saidinaninterview."With the
closure of this office, tourism activities between
two countries will be followed up in Dubai office
like before 2009 and Thailand willnolonger have
atourism officein Iran." However, whenever
there were problems such as visas for travel
agencies, the office used to tackle them. "This
office was established in 2009 and started its
official activityin 2010. Due to the activities of the
office, Thailand had about 134000 Iranian tourists
in2017,rankingfirstinthe Middle East, butbefore
Coronavirus pandemic, this number reached
69000 tourists”, Headded.

TRCS starts importing
d-million doses of
COVID-19 vaccines

Head of Iranian Red Crescent Society Karim
Hemmatisaid the 18th consignmentof COVID-19
vaccine containing five million doses was
delivered to Iran's Health Ministry.Hemmati
said the IRCS has so far imported 25,390,000
doses ofvaccine.He referred to the lastremarks
of President Ebrahim Raisi duringalive address
regarding supplying 40 million doses of vaccine,
saying the process will be accelerated.Earlier,
Raisisaid the administration has now decided
thatdomesticproduction couldn’tmeetdemands
as 100 million doses of coronavirus vaccine
were certainly needed.The President noted
thatheincluded theissue ofimportingvaccines
in his conversations with some world leaders
and the importof40 million doses was secured
this way.He vowed to supply 40 million doses
of coronavirus vaccines by September 22, as he
has tasked the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Health
Ministry and the Basij forces aswell asanumber
of other governmental bodies with prioritizing
the supply of national and foreign currency for
thispurpose.

Iran exports to Tajikistan
upby 25%

Head of Iran-Tajikistan Chamber of Commerce
saysIran’s exports to Tajikistan have increased by
25 percentin the first five months of the current
year,adding that the trade with this country is
doneviathreeintermediary countries.
Speakingto ILNA, Mohammad Hassan Roshanak
said that most exported goods Tajikistan are
shipped via three Tajikistan’'s neighboring
countries of Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and
Kazakhstan.He added that the goodsin those
three countries are unloaded or with new bill
ofladingarere-exported to Tajikistan because
Turkmenistan only confiscates goods exported
to Tajikistan but they can be transited to the
neighboring countries via Ashgabat.
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Isttrain of SP phase 14 refinery to go
operational this winter

The first train of the Phase 14 Refinery of
Iran’s South Pars complex is going to go

operational this winter (starts on December

22),0il Minister Javad Ojiannounced.

Speaking to the
press on the
sidelines of a

N E w s visit to the South

NEWS Pars complex
o Assalouyeh
on Friday, Oji
mentioned the South
Pars Phase 14 Refinery
asthelastrefinery ofthe
complextogooperational
and said: "our colleagues
have promised thatthe
firsttrain of the refinery
willbe putinto operation
this winter and will add
gas to the country's
network."
As Shanareported, the
minister underlined the
significant role of the
South Pars complex in
supplyingthe country’s
natural gas needs and
noted that 70 percent of
the country’s gasneeds
are metby South Pars.

\-_%34/4}1
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0ji expressed hope
that with the decisions
taken this year, the
maximum production
and extraction of gas from
the South Parsjointfield
willbeachieved.

South Pars Phase 14
development projectis
aimed atproducing 56.6
million cubic meters per
day of rich gas, 75,000
barrels per day of gas
condensate, 400 tons
per day of sulfur, one
million tons per year of
liquefied petroleum gas
and one million tons per

year ofethanetobefedto
petrochemical plants.
Back in October 2020,
the operator of the
South Pars Phase 14
developmentprojecthad
said the project’s onshore
refinery was scheduled
to be fully operational
by the first half of the
currentlranian calendar
year (September 2021),
however, the coronavirus
pandemic caused some
delayinthe project.

The huge South Pars
field, which Iran shares
with Qatarinthe Persian

Gulf, covers an area of
9,700 square kilometers,
3,700 squarekilometers
of which are in Iran’s
territorial waters. The
remaining 6,000 square
kilometers, called North
Dome, are situated in
Qatar’sterritorial waters.
The field is estimated
to contain a significant
amount of natural gas,
accounting for about
eight percent of the
world’s reserves, and
approximately 18 billion
barrels of condensate.

‘05% of modernirrigation
systems equipment built

domestically’
The projectmanager of the Agriculture Ministry’s

smartirrigation systems development program
hassaid 95 percent of the equipment used in
such systems is manufactured inside the country,
IRNAreported.Fariborz Abbasi said the ministry
has comprehensive plans for indigenizing the
knowledge for the production of the other five

percentas well.He pointed to the filters and
drippersinmodernirrigation systems as the
equipmentwhoseindigenizationis ontheagenda
and predicted: “Inatwo- or three-year plan, part
oftheimported equipmentand supplies will be
produced by domestic manufacturers.”

Iran-UAE trade
exchange at $7.3bnin
fivemonths: IRICA

Spox

Spokesman for the [slamic Republic of
Iran Customs Administration (IRICA)
putthevalue oftrade exchanged between
Iranand United Arab Emirates (UAE) in
the first five months ofthe currentyear
at$7.3billion.

Seyyed Rouhollah Latifi made the
remarks on Sat.and said thatabout9.5
million tons of goods, valued at$7.303
billion, were exchanged between Islamic
Republicoflranand United Arab Emirate
(UAE) in the first five months of the

current Iranian calendar year (from
March 1to August21),showinga24and
54 percenthikeinterms of volume and
valuerespectively as compared to the
same period oflastyear.

Islamic Republic of Iran has always
focused onboosting cooperation with
itsneighboring countriesin political,
security and economic fields, he said,
adding, “Therefore, the country has
witnessed the growth and development
oftrade and economicactivities with its
neighborsespeciallyintherecentyears.”
Accordingly, countriesIraq, United Arab
Emirates (UAE), Turkey and Afghanistan
have been named as country’s top four
exporttarget marketsinrecentyears,
headded.

Turningtothe exportofIranian products
tothe United Arab Emirates (UAE), Latifi
stated that United Arab Emirates (UAE)
imported more than 5,007,000 tons of
goods, valued at$1.912 billion, from the
Islamic Republic of Iranin the first five
months ofthe currentyear (from March
21toAugust21).

Dried nuts, fishery products, fresh fruits
and vegetables, caviar, confections and
chocolates, food products, minerals,
construction materials, various types
of detergents, kitchen ware, home
appliances, electronic appliances,
industrial and semi-industrial products,
footwear, clothing, furniture are of the
main products exported from Iranto UAE
inthis period, IRICA spokesman added.
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PardisTechnology Parkto employ
Afghanelite

Pardis Technology Park

has provided limited
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has paved the way for
using Afghan elites in the
affiliated companies and
for establishing startups
developed by Afghan
entrepreneurs.Due  to
the unrest and unstable
situation in Afghanistan,
in order to help them
continue their professional
activities in science and
technology fields and in
line withinternational aims
and technology diplomacy,
Pardis Technology Park

opportunities for Afghan
elitesand entrepreneurs.
Accordingly, Afghan elites
andentrepreneurs canwork
in Pardis Technology Park
companies and establish
startups.Applicants will
be given a one-year free
workplace, freeresidence,
visafacilities, residence card
and facilities for company
registration. Some 20 teams
will be accepted and the
deadline forregistration will
bebytheend of September.
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What's News

Iran'ssteel
production
down50%

Steel production in
Iran has declined
by 50 percent in
the past three
months, a member
ofthe country’s steel
producers’ association
hastold.

Reza Shahrestaniwho
was speaking about
why steel exports
to Afghanistan have
been reduced said
thatauthorities have
rationed steel to first
satisfy domestic
demand and supply
foreign customers
according to
availability.
Bloomberginanarticle
about Iran’s nuclear
negotiations  with
the West on Friday
reported that Iran’s
steel productionisup
bytenpercentand the
growth has topped
China the pace of
Chinese production.
Bloomberg took its
information  form
World Steel Association
(WSA) thatapparently
used misleading data
supplied by the Iranian
government  that
claimed production
increased by 9 percent
in]July.

WSA is not the only
international group
that has to rely on
Iran’s official data. The
International Monetary
Fund and the World
Bank among others
have no presence
on the ground and
independentresearch
groupsarenotallowed
by theIslamicrepublic
to operate in the
country.

Bloomberg also
claimedthatRussiaand
Chinawere assisting
Iran’s economy, while
there have been no
significant Russian or
Chineseinvestments
in Iran since former
US president Donald
Trump withdrew from
the Obama-eranuclear
agreement in 2018
andimposed crippling
sanctions.
Russiantrade withIran
isaround amodest $2
billion sum annually
and trade with China
is down due to US
sanctions. The only
positive factoris that
China clandestinely
continues tobuy some
Iranian oil, with most
ofthe profits going to
middlemenratherthan
tothe governmentin
Tehran.
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IranAir
Defensehas
no concern
forenemy
electronic

warfare

Deputy Commander
of Iranian Army Air
Defensesaid thatthere
is no concern about
the implementation
of electronic warfare
operations and
electronicdisruption
by the enemies.
"When the threats
againstour countryare
mainly air threats, the
type of defense should
bedrawninproportion
to this threat and
should be given
priority. Therefore, air
defense remains the
country'stop priority,"
said Brigadier General
Alireza Elhami in an
interview with Fars
News Agency.

"Our critical centers,
such as nuclear and
industrial centers
and factories, are one
ofthe main targets of
the enemy. Therefore,
if the enemy wants
to attack us briefly, it
will seekto damage us
economically, such as
targeting the centers
that replacing or re-
launching them by
Iran require a lot of
money and time," he
added. "Therefore,
we also have tohavea
proper plan to defend
these centers; The
best opportunity to
evaluate our defense
plans is through
drills. One of our main
exercisesinthedrillsis
to practice defending
critical centers, which
wehave done well over
the pastfewyears."
Stating that there is
no concern about
the implementation
of electronic warfare
operations and
electronicdisruption
by the enemies, Elhami
said, "The Army Air
Defense hasdeveloped
systems and weapons
that are completely
independentonsignal,
wave, and electronic
interference,sowedo
not worry at all that
eventhe mostpowerful
electronicinterference
will be used by the
enemy inthisspace.”
He said that in the
Army Air Defense
Force, we consider
the UAV as a defense
tool, adding, "We
reduced the country's
costs with interceptor
drones."

—

Hamas leader calls Amir Abdollahian to congratulate his

appointmentas Iran FM

Head of Hamas movement political bureau Ismail Haniyeh has congratulated Hossein
Amir Abdollahian on hisappointmentas Iran’s new foreign minister. Haniyeh was speaking
with Amir Abdollahian over the phone. The Palestinian resistance movement’sleaderalso
thanked the Islamic RepublicofIran forits supportofthe Palestinian people and resistance.
Meanwhile, the Iranian foreign minister thanked the Palestinianleader forhis calland praised
the Palestinianwomenand men fortheir struggle and perseverancein the fightagainstIsraeli
occupiers, particularly those who foughtduring Operation al-Quds Sword.Amir Abdollahian
said resistanceis the only way forward to liberate Palestine and end the [sraeli occupation.
The Iranian foreign minister added that Tehran will continue supporting the Palestinian
people’sfightfor freedomand the formation of a Palestinian state in all of Palestine with al-

Qudsasits capital city.

Leader Assigns Cleric to Iran’s Constitutional Council

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei named Hojjatoleslam

Ahmad Hosseini Khorasaniasanew member of Iran’s Constitutional Council.

Inadecree on Saturday, Ayatollah Khameneiappointed Hojjatoleslam Hosseini Khorasani
asamember ofthe Council’'sboard of Fugaha (jurists).The clericreplaced Sadeq Amoli
Larijaniafter the latter’s resignation from his postas a Constitutional Council member.
Inthe decree, Ayatollah Khameneithanked Amoli Larijani for his services and wished
success for Hosseini Khorasani.The Constitutional Council is a constitutionally mandated
12-member council in Iran that,among other things, is tasked with ensuring the
compatibility ofthelegislation passed by the parliament with the criteria of Islam and the
Constitution.Six ofthe members - religious scholars - are appointed by the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution and the otherssix -law experts,are named by the Judiciary chief. Those

nominated by the Judiciary chiefshould be endorsed by the Parliament.

What two decades of occupation inflicted on

Afghanistan

Human condition in Afghanistan hasbecome

worse aftertwo decades of occupation by the

US.The proportion of population living under

poverty line hasincreased from 33.7 percent

to 72 percentand the lands allocated to poppy

cultivation have more than doubled, from

74,000acresin2001to 163,000 acres.

oy

Europeans have
been scrambling
to control Afghan
refugees, fearing

NEW s that a flood of

NEWS refugees would
e BT Europe after
Taliban took over
Afghanistan, forcing
people flee the country
because of potential
increaseinviolence.
The UK with over 3,000
Afghan refugees in
detention has been
accused of keeping
them in uncertainty,
suspending  asylum
grant.
Austrian Chancellor
Sebastian Kurz has said
thathis countrywouldn’t
accept even a single
Afghan refugee and
Europeshouldlead them
toneighboring countries.
The US has sent the
majority of 57,000
Afghan refugees
evacuated from Kabul
airportto destinations
in Europe and the US to
have their documents
verified. Only in Qatar,
1,400 Afghans still

ISFAHAN

remain in US military
bases.
European Union

convened a meeting
lastweek to address the
issue,as Europeansdon’t
wanttobestruckwith the
same wave of refugees
as they were in 2015
after the Syrian civil war
began.

Europeans want to pay
Afghanistan’sneighbors
to accept refugees.
Germany is preparingto

Iran stands ready to continue Vienna Talks on JCPOA:

Ulyanov

Referring to the latestremarks of the Iranian President
about the Vienna Talks, the Russian Permanent
Representative to the International Organization called his
remarksasign of Tehran'sreadinessto continue the talks.
"Itis clear from these remarks that #Iran standsready to
continue the #ViennaTalks on #]CPOA," wrote Mikhail
Ulyanovinatweeton Sunday referringto Iranian President
Ebrahim Raeisi'sfirsttelevised TV interview.
"[tstillremains unclear when the talks will resume," he

added.

His tweetcame as Ebrahim Raeisi on Saturday night said
thatlrandoesnotescape fromthetalk, rather; itbelievesthat
negotiation should bear positive fruitto secure the interests

ofthe country.

Ifnegotiations onIran’snuclear standoffare done under
pressure, positiveresults willnotbe obtained since nuclear
talks under pressure have notbeen produced positive

resultsinthe past, President Raeisisaid.

accept10,000to0 40,000
refugees, as German
foreign minister has
been told by Pakistani
counterpart that
Pakistan has already
granted asylum to
3,000,000 Afghan
refugeesand the country
hasnomore capacity.

On the other hand,
Europeans have failed to
fulfil their commitments
regardingIranunder the
2015 nuclear deal after
US withdrawal. For the
reason, they can’tfind a
ground to discuss Afghan
refugees with Iran.

That said, the main
population of Afghans
would remain in their
country, where they
face many more risks,
including mines and
explosive devices
remained from decades
ofwar.

The international
Red Cross and Red
Crescent societies
have announced that
the number of people,
many of whom children,
thatareinjured by such
deviceshasincreasedin
recentweeks. Moreover,
many more have been
injured in internal
conflicts, as the entities
say thattheyhave helped
1,600 injured peoplein

the firstweek of August.
Displaced population
within Afghanistan has
reached 570,000 people,
while 80 percentofthem
arewomen and children.
While over 113,000
Afghan refugees
evacuated by US forces,
UNHCR announced that
they expect 500,000
more would leave the
country in the next four
months.

World Food Program
has said that one
third of Afghanistan’s
38-million population
face hunger and over 2
million children are
malnutritioned.

During the occupation
of Afghanistan, 241,000
people have died as a
directresultof war, over
71,000 of which were
civilians.

Afghanistan is
considered as one of
world’s mostdangerous
places for children.
The UN has registered
7,792 deathsand 18,662
injuries among children.
Afghan women are the
most hurt population
inthe country,as 3,000
deathsand 7,000 injuries
has been registered
among women from
2010.

After 20 years of

Previously, Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian also said thatIranisnotseekingto escape
thenegotiatingtable,adding thatthe newadministration
believesinnegotiations thathave tangible achievementsin
theinterestsoftheIranianpeople.
Iran hasheld sixrounds of talks with JCPOA participants
known as the P4+1 with the aim of salvaging the JCPOA
inthe Austrian capital of Vienna. Tehran has insisted
thatitwould resume full compliance with the deal after
the full removal of the sanctions that the previous US
administration under Trumpillegally imposed on Tehran
afterits unilateral and illegitimate withdrawal from the
JCPOAin May 2018.
Ithasalready stressed thatitwouldleave the Vienna talks
iftheytaketoolongandifitslegitimate demandsas perthe
JCPOA are not met. Anyway, the other parties, especially
the Europeans seem to be killing time while the new US
administrationis still sticking to the Trump-erasanctions.

usS occupation,
Afghanistanliesin the
last but one place in
the ‘Women Peace and
Security’ index, right

before Yemen. 3.7
million children were
deprived of education
in Afghanistanin 2019,
accordingto UNICEF.

Althoughlife expectancy
in Afghanistan has
increased to 64 and
maternal  mortality
rate has decreased
from 15,000 to 7,700
women, other human
development indices
have experienced
catastrophic conditions
during two decades of
occupation.Afghanistan
war hasbeenthelongest

war in US history,
spanning through
tenures of four US

presidents. Contrary to
what many think, the
peak of Afghanistan
war was during Barack
Obama administration
when over 100,000
US forces were in the
country.This war began
with deployment
of 1,300 soldiers in
Afghanistna by George
W.Bushadministration
and then]oe Biden took
thelastUS soldier outof
the devastated country
20yearslater.
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Iranian Navyto Set Up4 HQs

to Optimize Resources
Commander of the [ranian Navy Rear Admiral
Shahram Irani unveiled plans to establish four
headquartersinorderto optimize the use ofhuman
and material resources.The commander said on
Sunday thatthe [ranian Navy will be setting up four
headquarters for the optimal management and
employmentofthe human, technical and hardware
resources.According to Rear Admiral Irani, the
openingofthe new headquarters will be aimed at
safeguarding the Islamic Republic’s maritime and
economicboundaries.“Such defenseisimportant,
because the national interests must be protected in
the bestwayunder the tough conditions caused by
thesanctionsand the enemies’ desperate pressures
mustbe nullified,” he stated.Inadecreeissued last
month, Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khameneiappointed Read Admiral Irani
asthenew chiefofthe Iranian Navy,and stressed the
need for “serious and decent efforts to exploit the
capacities” of the Navy, the Army and other military
forces for “jihadiand revolutionary progress” of the
Armed Forces.The Leaderhasalso called for plans
toboostthe capabilities and preparedness of the
military forcesinall fields and on the basis of the
growth and excellence ofthe humanresources.

Yemen launches large-scale

missile attack against Saudis
News sources reported on Saturday night that
several Yemeni ballistic missiles had been fired at
easternand southern Saudi Arabia.Saudi media
reported arocketattack on the eastern Saudi city of
Dammam and the sound ofan explosion in the city.
Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia claimed tohave intercepted
and destroyed a ballistic missile fired at the east
ofthe country.The Saudi coalition also claimed to
have intercepted and destroyed a ballistic missile
fired at Najran in southern Saudi Arabia.Yemeni
military sourcesreported alarge-scale missile
attackon oiland military areasinanumber of Saudi
regions.On the other hand, Reuters claimed that
the missile attack of the Yemeni forces in the east
of Saudi Arabia did not damage the facilities of the
Aramco oil company.Saudi mediaalso claimed that
aballistic missile fired at Jizan in southern Saudi
Arabiawasintercepted and destroyed.The Saudi
coalitionhad earlier claimed on Saturday that several
Yemeniarmy and popular committees drones had
beenintercepted and destroyed.According to the
report, the Saudi coalition claimed in a statement
thatithadintercepted and destroyed three drone
bombs fired by Yemeni forces to southern Saudi
Arabia.Emphasizing that Yemen's missile and
air capabilities have greatly improved, Sanaa has
repeatedly stated thatit can attackall vital facilities,
including oil facilities, airports and ports in Saudi
Arabia.

The
uUs

current

administration hasnotyetfulfilled the promises Joe
Biden made duringhis presidential elections campaigns
toundo Trump's actions and return to the deal. In the
meantime, Tehran has also stressed that the Biden

administration'sreturn to the agreement withoutlifting

the sanctionsisnotimportantatall.

The seventhround of Vienna talks was expected to beginin
late Augustafter the new government takes office in Iran.
Meanwhile, the sixth round of talks ended on June 20 and
thiswillmean atwo-month hiatus.




Serbian Archbishop expresses greatrespectfor
Iranian people, civilization

Archbishop of Serbia’s Orthodox Church said inameeting with Iran’s Ambassador
toBelgrade thathe has greatrespectforIranian people and civilization.His Holiness
Porfirije, Archbishop of Serbian Orthodox Church, metIran’s Ambassadorin Serbia
Rashid Hassanpouron Saturday.The Archbishop said that Christianleadersin Serbia
have always considered Muslims as their brothers and have had good ties with Muslim
muftis there.This unity and friendship stem from common values between Muslims
and Christians, he added.His Holiness also said thatIran’s supportofinterfaith
dialogwas of greatimportance for Serbia’s Christians and they would supportsuch
conversation thatleads to proximity and mutual understanding betweenreligions.
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Iran Air Defense NEWS
has no concern for news
enemy electronic ) —
warfare Missile
s | intercepted
over Saudioil
Thailand to closeits t"‘evg":;‘“‘-'“"es
. . o,damages
tourism officein Irﬁl buildines
4
Iran-UAE trade Two children were
exchangeat7.3$bnin injured and buildings
were damaged when a
fivemonths: IRICA ballistic missile was
SDOX intercepted over Saudi
P o Arabia's oil-rich eastern

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

region on Saturday, the
ministry of defence

Morning call to prayer: :
claimed.

05:18:52 Th ssil

e missile was
Noon call to prayer: intercepted overasuburb
13:01:36 of the city of Dammam,
Evening call to prayer: with scattered shrapnel
19:39:20 injuring two Saudi

children and causinglight
damageto 14 houses, the
statement carried by
state news agency SPA
said.

Photos on state media
showedbroken glassand
damaged entrances ofa
fewresidential buildings.

WEATHER

What two decades of occupation
inflicted on Afghanistan

High:37°c
Low:13%

Gordon Brown: Western Leaders "Must Act
Now'to Vaccinate World against COVID19-

Virus Pushes Some California Hospitals near
ICU Capacity

enoughhospitalbedstoavoid transferring
patients out ofthe county as of Friday, AP
reported.

Ifthe problem getsworse and ICU capacity
fallsto zero, the state says hospitals across

Covax-theinternational facility intended to
help poorer countriesaccess vaccines - from
meetingits promise to send twobillion doses
toneedy parts of the world this year.

"It'sin ourinterestto help Africa prevent

Hospitalsin the heart of California’s Central Valley are Former UK prime minister Gordon Brownaccusedrich

running out of beds in their intensive care units, state countries of committinga "moral outrage" by stockpiling

officialsannounced Friday, as amore contagious version of hundreds of millions of COVID19- vaccines while many

the coronavirus continues to spread primarilyamongthe poorer countries are struggling to access any.

unvaccinated population.

Hospitals in the eight-county San
Joaquin Valley region have had fewer
than 10% of staffed adult ICU beds for
three consecutive days. State officials
labeledita“surge,” triggering special rules
announced lastmonth thatrequire nearby
hospitals toaccepttransfer patients.

In Fresno County and neighboring
counties, the number of confirmed
and suspected coronavirus patientsin
hospitalsis more than double whatitwas
four weeks ago, the Fresno Beereported.
InSan]Joaquin County, new virus casesand
thenumber of people admitted to hospitals
has surpassed the peaknumbersof cases
and patients duringlastsummer's surge,
accordingto the county health officer. But
aspokeswoman for the county's Office of
Emergency Services said the county had

California must also accept transfer
patients.

Statewide, new coronavirus cases have
declined following a surge attributed to
the deltavariant,a more contagious and
dangerousversion of the virus. Tuesday,
Gov. Gavin Newsom announced more
than 80% of Californians 12 and older
have received atleast one dose of the
coronavirusvaccine — putting California
among the highestvaccine ratesin the
country.

Butcoronavirus-related hospitalizations
inthe state have continued to climb. As of
Thursday, 8,630 people were hospitalized
because of the coronavirus across the
state, more than five times higher the
number of people hospitalized on July 1.
“Thisis still primarily, overwhelmingly, a
pandemic ofthe unvaccinated,” Newsom
said Tuesday.

IRGCplansto
enhance missile

power

Head of the Aerospace Division
of the Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) says the force has
planstoboostcooperation with
the Defense Ministry to enhance
its missile power in the new
administration.

Brigadier General Amir-Ali
Hajizadeh made the remarksina
meeting with newly-appointed
Defense Minister Mohammad Reza
Ashtiani, the outlines of which was
reported by Fars news agency on
Saturday.

Hajizadeh stressed the need for
further cooperation and said

the Defense Ministry can play
an effective and decisive role in
enhancingthe defense power ofthe
IRGC’s Air Force.

“Inthe new term of the Defense
Ministry, cooperationin the field of
upgrading the missile power of the
IRGCwillbe expanded,” he added.
Brigadier General Ashtiani, for
his part, expressed the Defense
Ministry’sreadiness tointeract
and cooperate closely with the
IRGC’s Air Force, saying, “With
the extensive industrial and
production capacities and
platformsinthe Ministry, we willbe
able to take big stepsin providing
and meeting the defense and
militaryneeds ofthe Armed Forces,
especiallythe IRGC’s Air Force.”

Ashtianidescribed the production
capabilities of the Defense
Ministry in the field of missiles
as “very extensive, advanced and
technological,” underlining that
meeting the entire needs of the
IRGC’s Air Force will be the first
priority of the Defense Ministry.
Iran’s Air Defense Force
successfully tests the domestically-
manufactured Mersad-16 missile
system at the country’s central
desert.

Iranian military experts and
technicians have in recent
years made great progress in
indigenously developingabroad
range of equipment, making the
Armed Forces self-sufficientin this
regard.

Brownsaid that 200 million vaccines were
lying unused or were about to arrive in
Americanand Europeanwarehouses.

By the end of October the number would be
500 million, he said, citing research by data
firm Airfinity - enough toimmunize almost
halfof Africa, where just 70 million people
havebeenvaccinated, Sky Newsreported.
He wrote inthe Sunday Mirror: "Weareina
newarmsrace - to getvaccinesinto peopleas
quickly as possible -butthisisanarmsrace
where the West has a stranglehold on the
vaccine supplies

"Already vaccines have saved 80,000 lives
inthe UKbutdenying vaccines - thatare
surplus here - to poor countriesis a stain
ontheworld's conscienceand representsa
catastrophicmoral failure ininternational
cooperation.

"If the world was one state, it would be
declared afailed state."

Brown, whoisaUnited Nations special envoy,
said USPresidentJoe Bidenand otherleaders
inthe G7 (theworld'sleadingindustrialized
nations) should urgently ship vaccines from
theirwarehousesto Africa.

Healso said vaccine inequality was stopping

the COVID disease mutating there to stop it
returning to our shores. None of us will be
safeanywhere until all are safe everywhere,"
headded.

"Only Biden, Johnson, Merkel and Macron
canbridge the growing divide between the
world'svaccinerichandvaccine poor.
"Theseleadersareholdingall the cards. They
have the monopoly onvaccine orders.

"They have the money to pay for vaccines to
be sentto Africa. Wholives and who dies is
intheirhands. And they can switch delivery
contracts and transfer vaccine orders from
the westto Africa."

In April, the World Health Organization’s
director general Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus said there was a "shocking
imbalance" in the global distribution of
vaccines.

Brown said thatunless Western leaders
decided to help vaccinate the world,
they would "condemn countless more
to preventable deaths,let COVID spread
uninhibited inthe poorestparts ofthe world
andallowitto comebacktohauntusall-even
the fully vaccinated.

"It'stime to actto end whathasbecomea
moral outrage and we mustactnow.”

Raisisays Iranready
fortalks but not with

Western "pressure"”
[ranian President Ebrahim Raisisaid
on Saturday Iran was ready to hold
talks withworld powerstorevive its
2015 nuclearaccord butnotunder
Western "pressure”,adding Tehran
was seeking negotiationsleadingto
aliftingof U.S.sanctions.

"The Westernersand the Americans
areaftertalkstogetherwith pressure

... Whatkind of talks is that?  have
alreadyannounced thatwe will have
talks on our government's agenda
butnotwith...pressure,” Raisitold
statetelevision.

"Talks are on the agenda... We are
seekinggoal-oriented negotiations
..sounjustsanctionsontheIranian
peoplearelifted...and theirlives can
flourish,"headded.

Franceand Germanyhave urged Iran
toreturntonegotiationsafterabreak
intalks followingIranian elections

inJune, with Paris demandingan
immediate restartamid Western
concerns over Tehran's expanding
atomicwork.

"Based on assessments, domestic
vaccine production could not meet
thesociety'sneed to coronavaccine;
so,inordertobe precise, of course,
weneed 100 milliondoses, so far40
million doses have beenimported
and effortshavebeenmade toimport
100 milliondoses from abroad," he
stipulated.
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