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Economicactivists play
importantrolein Iran-
Russiaties: Envoy

Iran’s Ambassadorin Moscow Kazem Jalalisays
thateconomicactivists playanimportantrolein
developmentofIran-Russiarelations.
Jalalimade the remarksinameeting held in
Moscow on Friday with Iranian businesspersons
residingin Russia.

Russiahas greatagricultural capacities which
Iranian businesspersons can use to further
bilateral economic exchange, the ambassador
said.Pointingto his visits to different provinces
of Russiaand his talks with provincial officials
there, Jalali said that they are eager to have
economic cooperation with Iran.

Such capacities, along with Iran’s growing ties
with Russia, have created agolden opportunity
for presence of the [ranian businesspersons
and economic boom as well, the ambassador
said while stressing the need to make use of that
opportunity.The tradepersons, too, called for
removing obstacles to transfer of money.
Touchingupon North-South Transport Corridor,
theambassador said it playsaleadingrolein
enhancing Tehran-Moscow trade exchange.
North-South Transport Corridorisasea, rail,
androadroute expected to facilitate and boost
exchange of goodsbetween India, Russia, Iran,
Europe,and the Central Asian states.
As]Jalalinoted, bright future awaits the Corridor
after full completion.After its completion,
northern Europe willbe connected to East Asia
through Iran, Azerbaijan,and Russia.
Thefirstaim ofimplementation of the transport
projectis annual transit of five million tons of
goods.Abouttwo yearsago, Iran, Russia, and
Azerbaijansigned anagreementon completion
of North-South Transport Corridor project.

Markazi province exports
over 207,000 ornamental
fishesin4d months

Asannounced by aprovincial official, 207,451
ornamental fishes have been exported from
Markaziprovince,inthe center of Iran, during the
firstfour months of the currentIranian calendar
year (March 21-July 22).Mohsen Shanaqji, the
director-general of the province’s Veterinary
Department, said the figure shows 43 percent
riseas compared to the same period oftimeinthe
pastyear,when 144,280 ornamental fisheswere
exported from the province.While ornamental
fishesarebredin mostofthe province’s counties,
Markazi stands at the sixth place in the country.
Aspreviously announced by an official with Iran
Fisheries Organization (IFO), the value of Iran’s
ornamental fishes exporthasincreased 200
percentduringthe first quarter of the current
Iranian calendaryear (March 21-June 21), as
compared to the same period of time in the past
year,Isa Golshahi, IFO’s director-general for
quality improvement, processing, and market
development, said that 85 tons of such fishes
hasbeen exported in the three-month period,
indicating 608 percentgrowth in terms of weight
aswell.Henamed Irag, Turkey,and Europe asthe
majorexportdestinations of Iran’s ornamental
fishesinthefirstquarter.

The official had previously announced that the
country’s fishery exporthas increased nine
percentduringthe firstquarter of this year.

He said that over 28,000 tons of different types
of fisheries worth over $52 million has been
exported in the three-month period, indicating
12 percentgrowthinterms of weightaswell.
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Iran pursuing economicdiplomacy to
promote global trade

Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution

Ayatollah Seyyed AliKhamenei'semphasison

theneed for promoting economicdiplomacy

during his first meeting with the 13th

administration indicates the significance of

thissortofdiplomacyinIran's foreign policy

asatopurgentmechanism.

Ayatollah
Khameneidepicted
economy as the
most important

N E W S priority of the

NEWS Islamic country,
_EEM underlining
the necessity of
differentiating between
economic woes and the
need forlifting sanctions

by foreign powers.
The Supreme Leader
also stipulated that all
capacities of the country
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should be utilized
in order to improve
economic situation;

thus, the administration
of President Ebrahim
Raisi stressed that it
will continue efforts to
finalize negotiations
on revival of the 2015
nuclear dealalong with
pursuing an economy-
oriented strategy.

Iran's newly-appointed
Foreign Minister Hossein
Amirabdollahian
underlined that the
Islamic Republic is
willing to cooperate
with emerging economic
powers in a bid to
improve Iranians' life

standard and trade in
internationallevel.
Emphasizing onbalanced
foreign policy, the top
diplomatbelieves that
Iran should notfocuson
aparticular geography,
anditshould have active
economic presenceinall
continents.
Economicdiplomacyand
international trade will
form 40 percent of the
foreign policy program of
the 13th administration
inlIran, Amirabdollahian
noted, adding that the
policy-makers will focus
on developing private
sector, non-oil export,
tourism industry, food
security, and supply of
foreign exchange.

Reza Nourian, economic
attachéoflran's embassy
in London, argued that
Iranian expatriates are
oneofthe valuable assets
of the Islamic Republic
in other countries, who

can play a great role
in investing in Iranian
economy.

For instance, over 400
thousand Iranians are
livingin the UK, who are
aneye-catching potential
asset in this respect,
Nourian said.
Theexpatriates canserve
Iran's national interests,
he noted, adding that
Iranian specialists can
contribute to economic
projects through
providing the country
with their technical
expertiseand alsoinvest
ineconomicsectorofthe
Islamiccountry.

As to tourism, the
diplomatisofthe opinion
thatreligious tourismis
one ofthe oldestand the
mostprosperous sorts of
theindustryinIranand
throughoutthe world in
recentyears,and thatthe
Islamic Republic enjoys
greatpotential to attract

foreign tourists to visit
differenthistorical and
religious monuments.

According to the
economicrepresentative,
Iran should change its
traditional marketing
to find new ways such as
holdingtrade exhibitions
tosell Iranian products.
Of course, attaching
great importance to
appropriate transport
system and declining
the costs as well as
improving proper
packaginginaccordance
with European standard
will help boost foreign
exchanges, heargued.

Nourian went on to say
thateconomicdiplomacy
consists of internal and
external levels,adding
thatdomestic economy
seems to be more
importantthan foreign
economic exchanges,
which is a prelude to
successin externallevel.

Iran’s trade value

ofthe currentIranian calendaryear (toend

March20,2022).

predicted to grow €5bn
by yearend

Thehead of Trade Promotion Organization
of Iran (TPO) for Commercial Services
Development Office said thatitis predicted
thatvalue offoreign trade will experiencea
€5billiongrowthbyyearend (Mar. 20,2022).
Speakinginaninterview on Sat., Ehsan
Ghamarisaid thatcountry’sforeigntradeis
expectedtohit€5 billionbeforetermination

Turningto theincreasing exports trend of
the country despite sanctionsand spread
ofthe coronavirus, COVID-19, pandemic, he
stipulated, “Itis predicted that Iran’s value of
foreigntradewillhit€5billionbytheyearend
bothintermsofimportsand exports.’Iranian
President Ebrahim Raeisi emphasized
adoption of appropriate and practical
strategies for promotingand boomingnon-
oilexportsatthe Government Economic
Coordination Headquarters, hesaid,adding

thateffective stepsshould betakentoreturn
exports currency of exporters into the
economy of countrybyadoption of practical
policiesand measures as well as offering
incentive packagesto spur development
ofnon-oil exports.Emphasizing the need
fortakingappropriate strategies for the
removal ofexisting obstacles facingactivity
ofexportersand facilitating theiractivity, he
reiterated, “Suitable ways should be paved
for strengthening exportofnon-oil goods
withtheremoval of obstaclesand difficulties
facingactivity ofexporters.”
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Gilan Supplies Electricity to Neighbors
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Power plants in Gilan
Province generated 1.5
million megawatt-hours
of electricity between July
23 and August 22, of which
35% were delivered to the
neighboring provinces, a
deputy manager of the
provincial power company
said.“Ofthe total production,
1 million MWh were
consumed in the province
and the balance [500,000
MWh] were supplied to
Mazandaran, Ardabil,
Zanjanand Qazvin,” Mohsen
Babazadeh wasalso quoted

as saying by the Energy
Ministry’s news portal.
Thereare 12 power stations
inthis northern province,
two of whichare combined-
cycle (Paresar and Rasht)
and five are hydroelectric
(Talesh, Bijar, Tarik,
Sefidroudand Loshan).

In addition, the province
hasthree small-scale power
plants with distributed
generation systems (Giland
Caspian) and a combined
heatand power (CHP) plant
inBandar Anzali Free Trade
Zone.
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What's News

Iran
expresses
readiness
toexpand
scientific
cooperation
with Islamic

countries

The Ambassador of
the Islamic Republic
of Iran to Pakistan
has announced
readiness to expand
cooperation with
member countries of
the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation
(0IC) in the field
of science and
technology.
Mohammad Ali
Hosseini met with
Dr. Mohammad
Igbal Choudhary, the
Coordinator General
of the Standing
Committee onScience
and Technology of
the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation
(COMSTECH) in
Islamabad on Friday.
The two sides
discussed theactivities
ofthe COMSTECH, as
well as its plans to
develop science and
technology projects
among the member
countries of the
Organization of
IslamicCooperation.
Close cooperationin
creating science and
technology parks
and improving the
level of activity of
the existing parks by
usingthe capacities of
the Islamic Republic
of Iran with other
member countries of
this committee were
othertopicsdiscussed
inthismeeting.

The ambassador of
Iranand the Secretary
General ofthe Standing
Committee onScience
and Technology of
the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation
also discussed the
exchange of students
and the expansion of
cooperation between
theuniversities of the
member countries of
the OIC.

Iran expresses
readiness to expand
scientificcooperation
withIslamiccountries
On May 22 this year
Igbal  Choudhary
had briefed the
Iranian ambassador
aboutall activities of
COMSTECHand plans
forthe development
of Science and
Technology projects
inOICmemberstates.



2021, No. 863

ISFAHAN
NEWS

Iran
Lambasts
US
Sanctions
on4 Citizens
on Bogus
Charges

The spokesperson
for the Foreign
Ministry of Iran
deplored the US
government’s
recent move to
impose sanctions
on four Iranians,
saying the current
US administration
is repeating the
failed policies ofits
predecessor.

In a statement
on Saturday,
Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson
Saeed Khatibzadeh
denounced the US
Department of the
Treasury’s decision
to sanction four
Iranian nationals on
the basis of bogus
allegations.
“Unfortunately,
the current US
authorities
are following
the previous
administration’s
failed approach,” he
stated.
Khatibzadeh said
those who support
and benefitfrom the
sanctionsinside the
US have found out
that their “toolbox
of sanctions” has
become empty
following  Iran’s
maximumresistance,
which is why they
have resorted
to Hollywood-
style scenarios
in an attempt to
resuscitate the
atmosphere of
sanctions.
“Washington had
betterrealize thatit
hasno optionbutto
give up itsaddiction
tosanctionsand use
respectful language
and manner
towards Tehran,”
the spokesman
underlined.

The US Department
of Treasury’s Office
of Foreign Assets
Control said in a
press statement on
Friday that it has
sanctioned  four
Iranians, whom
it described as
intelligence officials,
foralleged targeting
of an Iranian-
Americanjournalist
and human rights
activistlivingin the
UsS.

FM spox: Washington has no choice but torespect Tehran

Foreign Ministry Spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh said on Saturday that current US officialsare
takingthefailed path ofthe previousadministration, stressing that Washington needs to know
thatthereisnowaybutto give upits sanctions addiction and to use respectful behaviorand

language towards Tehran.

Unfortunately, the current US officials are following the failed path of the previous
administration, Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman said in reaction to the United States

Departmentofthe Treasury'srecentsanctions onfourIranians.

He continued thatdue to Iran's maximum resistance, the supporters of sanctionsin the United
Statessee theirsanctionstoolboxemptyand thistime, by resortingto Hollywood scenarios, they

aretryingtokeepalive the sanctionsatmosphere.

Khatibzadeh added that Washington knows thatithasno choice buttoabandonits sanctions

addictionand use userespectful behaviorand literature towards Tehran.

Taliban says took control of important areas of
Panjshir

Astrategicallyimportantarea of the defiant Panjshir province, Khenj, and the Anaba
district have fallen to the Taliban, the movement's spokesman Bilal Karimi said on
Saturday:.

"The latestnews says that Khenj, the most strategicarea of Panjshir, and the Anaba area
near the provincial capital have also been completely seized, leaving only the main
building of the Abshar district,” Karimisaid, Sputnikreported.

Now, the Taliban have taken control of four districts of the province, he said, adding the
forcesare heading towards the provincial centre.Earlier, Sputnik news agency reported
on Friday nightthatthe province of Panjshirin Afghanistan had been completely taken
over by Taliban forces, but Ahmad Massoud rejected the rumors of the fall of Panjshirand
his escape and attributed itto the Pakistani media.

Minister of Iran Hossein
denounced the US
government’s unilateralism as a threat to

Foreign

Amirabdollahian

international peace and stability, expressing

Iran’s opposition to foreign powers’

interference in the internal affairs of other

states, suchas China.

In a telephone
conversation

oy

with Chinese

ISFAHAN Foreign Minister
NEWS 5

Wang Yion Friday,

NEwS Amirabdollahian

m— decried the US’

unilateralismasathreatto
global peace and stability.
He also emphasized
that the Iranian
administration attaches
specialimportance to the
implementation of the
25-year comprehensive
strategic partnership
agreementthatwassigned
by Tehran and Beijingback
in March.
Amirabdollahian also
thanked China for backing
Iran’s membershipin the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO).

He further stressed
the importance of

US’ Unilateralism Threatening World
Peace: Iranian FM

accelerating the delivery
of millions of doses of
COVID-19 vaccines that
Iran had bought from
Chinainordertobeableto
fightthe pandemic.

The Chinese foreign
minister, for his part, said
Iran plays a constructive
and leading role in
regional developments
and emphasized that
Beijingisresolute onthe
expansion of ties with
Tehran.

China believes that no
obstacle atinternational
levels can disrupt
endurable Sino-Iranian

relations, Wang said,
expressing his country’s
readiness toimplement
the 25-year strategic
partnershipagreement.
He emphasized thatthe
international community
has no option but to
fight unilateralism and
bullying.

Thetop Chinese diplomat
also noted that his
country would dispatch
a large consignment of
Sinopharm vaccines to
Iran within the next few
days, Press TVreported.
TheIranian and Chinese
foreign ministers also

stressed the importance
of establishing an
inclusive government
in Afghanistan with the
participation ofall ethnics
and groups, fighting
terrorismand narcoticsas
animportantpriority and
dispatchinghumanitarian
aid as well as making
efforts to keep border
crossingsopen.

They finally held the
US accountable for the
current developments
in Afghanistan as it has
played adestructiverolein
the country over the past
twodecades.

Ayatollah Khamenei
PaysTribute to Late
Iranian General
Firouzabadi

Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khameneisenta
message of condolence on the passing
away of former chief of staff of the Iranian
Armed Forces, Major General Hassan
Firouzabadi.

In the message, released on Friday
evening, Ayatollah Khamenei, the
commander-in-chief of the Iranian
military forces, paid tribute to the late
general for hisvaluable struggle.
Whatfollowsis the text of the message,
published by Khamenei.ir:

“Inthe Name of God, the Beneficent, the
Merciful

I offer my condolences on the demise
of my old colleague, Major General
Dr. Sayyid Hasan Firouzabadi (may
God bestow mercy upon him), to his
respectable wife, children and other
family members.His life was filled with
valuablestruggle. Thisincluded activities
ofresistance during the time he was a
university studentin Mashhad to his
varied, extensive activities after the
victory of the Islamic Revolution. These
activitieswereinimportantareassuchas

Jihad Construction (Jihad Sazandegi), in
departments affiliated with the Supreme
Defense Council, in particular there was
also hislong period of service as the
Chiefof Staff of the Armed Forces, and
finally there was his membershipin the
Expediency Council. These will serve
as spiritual provisions for our diligent,
public-spirited brother.

A spirit of devotion, religiosity,
uprightness and consistency in
remaining faithful to religion and
revolutionary action were other salient
features that were always a part of this
respected brother. Such outstanding
qualities willbeasource of divine mercy
and God’s satisfaction for him, God
willing. I ask God, the Almighty, for His
mercy and forgiveness for the deceased
and patience and calm for his family
members.
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Raisi prioritizes
strengthening ties with

neighboring states

The 13th administration of the Islamic
Republic of Iran has shown its serious
determination toimprove relationships with
neighboring and regional states, which will
endupinastableand secureregionifother
countries welcomesuchastance.

President Ebrahim Raisiemphasized during
his presidential campaign thathe himselfand
his cabinetmembers will prioritize enhancing
tieswithregional and neighboring nations
instead ofhaving an eye on Western countries.
Raisihas constantly underlined the need for
negotiations forresolving regional crisis and
disagreements, saying that Tehran's foreign
policy in hisadministration willbe based on
attaching moreimportance on expansion of
mutual ties withneighbors.

In the inauguration ceremony, the new
presidentsaid thatthe Islamic Republicsees
the neighboring states asits ownrelatives,
prioritizing the improve ofrelations with the
neighbors.

The newly-appointed Foreign Minister
Hossein Amirabdollahian along with
representatives of nine other countries took
partinaregional seminartoshow support
forIraq.The foreign minister stated thatthe
region needs regional sustainable security
with the participation of the states of the
region, and thatthe security will come true
through mutual understanding and good
neighborlinessbased onrefusinginterference
of foreign countries.Iran has so far shown
that rapprochement and enhancement
of cooperation with regional countries is
of utmost significance for the Islamic
establishment. The collaborations will also
pavethe ground for workingtogetherto create
ainter-regional security in order to end the
military presence of Americanand European
forcesinthe Persian Gulfregion.
Coordination between Iraq and Iran led
to holding three rounds of talks between
representatives of Riyadh and Tehran in
Baghdadtobreaktheice ofrelationsbetween
thetwoimportantstates.

On the sidelines of the seminar in Iraq,
the Iranian foreign minister noted that
his Saudi counterpart congratulated new
administrationinIran, calling for resumption
of talks.As Supreme Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei
mentioned, the Westand specially the US will
bearno fruit.So, regional cooperation will help
maintain security and stability in the region.

Expertsays Iran needs to consider neighbors’ interests to

expand ties with them

International relations expertsaid thatin orderto expand
tieswithitsneighbors, Iran needsto haveacombined plan
onpolitical, economic, scientific, technological, culturaland
social areas in which the interests of neighbors have been

considered.

Former Iranianrepresentative in Organization of Islamic
Cooperation Sabah Zanganeh said in an interview with
IRNA on Saturday thatnew administration in Iran would
faceachallengeinitstieswithneighbors,astheneighboring
countries have their own political, economic, and cultural

requirements.

Forexample, he noted, Saudi Arabia, the UAE and other GCC
membersare aligned with the Western countriesanda US
rejectionmightbeabarrierintheirpathtocooperatewithIran.
Despite the close historical, cultural, social,and geographic
tiesbetween Iranianand Iraqinations,Zanganehunderlined,
Iran couldincrease evenits cooperationwithIraqtoacertain
extent,asthe USrejection,amongothers,isthemostimportant

annually.

thebarriersinthispath.
The former diplomatsaid thatIran-Iraqeconomicties can
growto60billiondollarsayear;butthe US playsasthebiggest
hurdle againstIranian companies’ presenceinIraq’s oil
project,sothenumberhasbeenlimited to 13 billion dollars

Healsomentioned Pakistanasanother example, statingthat
Islamabadintroducesitselfasafriend ofthe IslamicRepublic
ofIran, butitavoids expandingtiesbeyondaparticularcap.
Turkey was another example that Zanganeh pointed to,
sayingthat Ankara, for example, buysIran’s gasfor domestic
consumption,butwhenitcomesto transitingIranian gasto
Europe,itisfacewith USrejectionand Russia’sdiscontent.
Everyoneoflran’sneighboring countryhasits owninterests
andrequirements, the expertunderlined,addingthatIranhas
totakeinto considerationtheserequirementsandinterestsin
ordertoestablishagoodtie withitsneighbors.

Hesaid thatIran’s currentapproach couldn’t make any

transition; it
hasto formulate acombined

planon political, economic, scientific, technological, cultural
andsocialareasand focus onrelationswith neighbors.
Zanganehnamedanumber oflimitationsinIran’seconomic
tieswithneighborsand emphasized that Tehran needs to
define new formulas for its economic cooperation with
neighbors, considering thatthe formula should meetboth
demandsandinterestsofthose countries.

He called on more emphasis on cultural and historical ties
with nationsintheregion, stating that cultural ties can help
optimize political-economicrelations.




Iran shines in Int’'l1 military police competitions in

Serbia

The Guardian of Order international military police competitions as partofthe
International Army Games officially ended with Iranian team claiming the fourth
place.Serbia gained the first place after five days of compact competition. Russia,
Kazakhstan and Iran stood in the following places, in the contest that was held in
Kraljevo cityin Serbia.Serbia’s Minister of International Affair Alexandar Vulin gave
anaddressinthe closing ceremony ofthe competitions, praising Serbia’sarmed forces
being ‘amongthe greatestarmiesinthe world.Inasidelines eventin Vrnjacka Banja

30000Rials city, Iran’s cultural attaché attended Army and Culture program, where an exhibition
Sunday,September 5 ofIranian cultural and artistic works was held and received greatly by visitors.
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spare no efforts to put
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o e World Peace: Iranian FM

Leaked Video Shows US Troops Fireover Heads
of Afghan Civilians during Chaotic Exit

Events in Afghanistan Clearly Demonstrate
NATO’s Decline: Russian Diplomat

needsdrills in the mountains and steppes
rather than on pasturelandsand meadows.
Butthey seemtobetooabsorbed in virtual
confrontation with Russia," she stressed,
TASSreported.

The situation in Afghanistan has demonstrated that
neither the United States nor NATO are capable of
coordinating their actions, Russian Foreign Ministry

Footage posted online by a US Marine providesabehind-

the-sceneslookat America’s withdrawal from Afghanistan,

showing the moment US service members fired a crowd

controlround over the heads of Afghan civilians gathered Spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said on Friday.

around the Hamid Karzai International Airport, in Kabul.

The incredible first-person footage,
apparently filmed from a GoPro mounted
onahelmet, was posted to Instagram this
week by Marine Corporal Mike Markland,
givingaraw, unvarnished look atthe hasty
evacuation op. While Markland has since
pulled down the eight-minute video -
explaining that “important people ...
are forcing me to delete it” - the clip was
archived and reposted elsewhere online,
RT reported.

The video, which includes scenes
edited together from lengthier footage,
begins with American troops boarding
aC-17 transportcraftatan unspecified
airfield. After apparently arriving in
Kabul, armed Marines are seen taking up
positionsaround the airport, some also
milling around with fellow soldiers and
interacting with Afghan civilians.

At one point in the clip, a moment
of chaos was captured at the airport’s
security perimeter, with ateeming crowd
of civilians pushing up againstrolls of
concertinawirelining the area, while US
servicemen fire smoke and crowd control
munitionsintotheair. Anotherarmed man,
who doesnotappeartobean American
soldier,isalso seen firing his pistol atthe
ground justinches away from civilian
bystanders.

Another scene of panic at the airport
showed aman, dressedin civilian clothes,
repeatedly bashinganother man with the
stockofhis AK-47.Itisunclear whatrole
the man played in the airport security
operation, or whether he belonged to the
Taliban, or the remnants of the Afghan
military, which largely dissolved after a
rapid Taliban takeover of Afghanistanlast

month.

The more intense footage is also
punctuated by moments ofinaction and
off-duty soldiers fending off boredom,
capturing the ‘hurry up and wait’ MO that
often dominateslife on-base for many
troopsoverseas. One portion ofthe video,
apparently filmed from the Kabul airport,
showed squalid conditions at the facility,
including trashed bathrooms and toilets
overflowing with human waste.
Aspartofthe American withdrawal, troops
were ordered toremove or destroy any
equipment that could fall into enemy
hands. Markland’s video appears to
have caughtsome of that destructionin
progress, with soldiers seen smashingup
gear, including vehiclesand computers.
While Markland initially said he hoped the
video would provoke public discussion
and give amore realisticview of the US
exit,hehassinceremoved the clipunder
pressure fromsuperiors,ashe explainedin
anothersince-deleted post. Nonetheless,
he encouraged followersto save the video
and “doas (they) must” withit.
Markland’s video offers quite a different
perspective of the evacuation effortthan
what one would glean from official US
military imagery, which includes more
than 1,100 photos and dozens of videos
taken during the mission. The Pentagon’s
imageslargely presentan “orderly and
responsible” evacuation - including
friendly American troops assisting
civilians and several shots of soldiers
cradling Afghan babies passed overto US
forces by desperate parents - omitting the
uglier aspects ofthe hasty pull-out.

"Thesituationin Afghanistan has graphically
demonstrated thatneither NATO in general
northe United Statesinparticularare capable
of effectively coordinating their actions.
Moreover, the United States has proved to
be absolutely impotentasa steering force.
And videos of the self-destruction of the
‘invincible machine’,shownacross the globe,
demonstrate it more convincingly than any
military calculationsthat NATOisanabsolute
failure asamilitary-political bloc claiming
aleadingroleinsecuringworld order," she
wrote on her Telegram channel.

She drew attention to the fact that despite
its failure in Afghanistan NATO is planning
toconductalotofdrills, especially in the
Balticand Eastern European countries and
build upits presenceinthe Arctic. "Judging
by the catastrophe in Afghanistan, NATO

"The alliance’s decline is obvious. Vehicles
from Iraq were atleastbroughtto the Baltic
countries and this junk was donated to
the vassals.In Afghanistan, they were so
drained thatthey opted toleave their cars
and helicopterstothose who they were used
against," sheadded.

After the Biden administration announced
the end of its US military operation in
Afghanistan and the launch of its troop
pullout, the Taliban embarked on an offensive
against Afghan governmentforces. On August
15, Taliban fighters sweptinto Kabul without
encounteringanyresistance,and gained full
control over the Afghan capital withina few
hours. Afghanistan’s President Ashraf Ghani
said he had stepped down to preventany
bloodshed and subsequently fled the country.
Westernnations finished evacuation of their
nationals and Afghans working for them by
August31.

Iran Urges Afghans
to Avoid Violence
after Eruptionof

Clashesin Panjshir
The Iranian Foreign Ministry’s
spokesman called on all Afghan
parties to exercise self-restraint,
opt for dialogue to settle the
differences, and refrain from
resorting to violence after days
of fighting between the Taliban
and theresistance forcesin the
province of Panjshir.

Speakingto IRNA on Friday, Saeed
Khatibzadeh invited all Afghan
sides to remain committed to the
principle of negotiationsto find a
solution to the ongoingdispute.
“The Islamic Republic of Iranisin

constant contact with all parties
and has made its utmosteffortto
alleviatethe sufferingofthe Afghan
people,”hesaid.

“Webelieve thatlasting peaceand
stability in Afghanistan can onlybe
achieved through genuine intra-
Afghanstalkswithoutthe presence
and interference of foreign
countries,” the spokesperson
added.

Khatibzadeh also noted that
Afghanistan is tired of years of
occupation, warand violence and
soall Afghans should avoid the use
ofviolenceand fratricide again.
He slammed any foreign
intervention in Afghanistanand
said the Afghan people deservea
popularandinclusive government

that reflects the country's
demographicand ethnicstructure.
Like the past40years, the Islamic
Republicwould stand by the people
of Afghanistan in their efforts to
achieve victory, Khatibzadeh
noted, Press TVreported.

Ahmad Masoud, the son of the
late anti-Soviet Mujahideen
commander Ahmad Shah Masoud,
hasestablished himselfin Panjshir
Valley,leadingaseveral-thousand-
strong force comprised of militias
and remnants of the Afghan army
and special forces units who are
opposed tothe Taliban.
Panjshirhasbeenthe onlyregion
to hold out against the Taliban
following their takeover of
Afghanistan.
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