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Pakistani provincial
minister calls for
exchange of trade, cultural
delegations with Iran

Pakistani Provincial Minister for Local
Governmentand Public Health Engineering
hasinvited [ranian companies to investin the
southern Sindh province stressing the need
toincrease the exchange of trade and cultural
delegations between the two countries.

Syed Nasir Hussain Shah said this during a
meeting with Consul General of [Iran Hassan
Nourianin Karachi, the capital of Sindh province.
Issues of mutual interest, bilateral trade, tourism
and exchange of cultural delegations were
discussed during the meeting. Nasir Shah said
that "Iran was our bestneighbour and the two
countrieshave strongties".

The CGwasalso accompanied by Amir Jafferi, the
EconomicAttach ofthe Iranian Consulate.
“Pakistan valuesits relations with Iran,” the
minister said adding that there were excellent
investment opportunities in Sindh, while the
Sindh government would take all possible steps
to promote the exchange of trade and cultural
delegations.

Nourian said thatthere were many similarities
between the two countries, including religion
and culture.

“Iran and Pakistan have alot of potential and
both countries can benefit from each other’s
capabilities.” He said.

Nourian also invited Hussain on visit to Iran,
which the provincial ministeraccepted.
Itwasagreed atthe meeting that the exchange of
culturaland trade delegations between the two
countries would begin once the Corona virus
situationreturns to normal.

Pakistan to boostelectricity
imports from Iran

Pakistanislookingtoincrease electricityimports
from Iran to 70 megawatts (MW) to meet the
power needsinitsunder-development Gwadar
port, Pakistaninews outlets reported.
Asreported by Pakistan Today, according to a
decision made by the Cabinet Committee on
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC),a
Pakistani company called Quetta Electric Supply
Company (Qesco) isawarded the project tolay
atransmission line for supplying the imported
electricity to Gwadar port.
Thetransmissionlineis expected tobe completed
by March2023.

Pakistanisalready importing some electricity
from Iran but the U.S. sanctions against Tehran
have created hurdlesin making proper payments
for the import, prompting Pakistan to optfora
barteragreementfor the deal.

Backin April, Iran’s outgoing Energy Minister
Reza Ardakanian said the country is capable
of boosting its electricity exchange with the
neighboring countriesto 10,000 megawatts (10
gigawatts).

Referring to the positive measures taken by the
Energy Ministry for expanding the possibility of
energy exchange with neighboring countries, the
minister said: "Now, we have the possibility to
exchange electricity withall countries thatshare
land borderswithus."

Currently, the Iranian power industry consists
of one million kilometers of transmission,
distribution, and super-distribution networks,
about500,000 mega-voltampere capacity ofhigh
and low-pressure substations,and about 85,000
MW capacity of power plants, Ardakanian said.
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Asian sharesonedge asdayofFed
chair speech arrives

Asian shares were mixed on Friday morningas

slightgainsin China were balanced by declines

elsewhere and investors globally turned

cautious ahead ofalong-awaited speech by Fed

ChairJerome Powell.

Remarks from the
Federal Reserve'smore
hawkishpolicymakers

(NABY and a deadly attack

YT in Afghanistar.l also
o subdued sentiment
and helped the dollar
gain against a basket of its
peers.
MSCI'sbroadestindex of Asia-
Pacificshares outside Japan
(.MIAPJ0000PUS)lost0.1%
whileJapan's Nikkei (.N225)
shed 0.46%.
Australian (.AX]JO) shares fell
0.18%, and Hong Kong (.HSI)
andKorea (KS11) wereflat.
However, in a reversal of
recentweeks where Chinese
stocksweighed ontheregion,
Chineseblue chips (.CSI300)
gained 0.57% after China's
centralbankmadeitsbiggest
weekly cash injection into
the banking system since
February.
"There are three things that
are conspiringatthe moment
to sap sentiment,” said
Kyle Rodda, an analystatIG
markets, referencingaweak
lead from Wall Street after
theattackin Afghanistan, the
fact Asian markets had been
lagging this week because
investors were nervous

%f/y]
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aboutthe potential for future
regulatory crackdowns in
China, and caution ahead of
theupcomingJackson Hole
Symposium.Powellis set to
speak at 1400 GMT in the
Kansas City Fed's central
banking conference,anevent
normally held in Jackson
Hole, Wyoming, which has
been often used by Fed
policymakersinthe pastto
provide guidance on their
future policy.Traders will
analyse Powell's words for
any hintsaboutwhenthe Fed
willbegintaperingits asset
purchasingprogramme.
AnalystsatRBCsaidinanote
thatwhilemuchofthesummer
hadbeenspentwaitingforthe
event, there was "skepticism
thatthe Fed will provide more
specificinformation around
atimetable...amidstarisein
DeltavariantCOVID cases."
Islamic State struck the
crowdedgatesofKabulairport

inasuicidebombattack on
Thursday, killing scores of
civiliansandatleast 13 U.S.
troops.read more

This, along with public
remarks by the U.S. Federal
Reserve's hawkish wing
urging the central bank to
begin paringbond purchases
contributed to Wall Street
closingslightlylower,endinga
streakofall-time closinghighs.
The Dow Jones Industrial
Average (.D]I) fell 0.54%, the
S&P500 (.SPX)lost0.58%,and
the Nasdaq Composite (.IXIC)
dropped 0.64%.Dallas Fed
PresidentRobertKaplan said
he believed the progress of
economicrecovery warrants
tapering of the Fed's asset
purchases to commence in
October or shortly thereafter,
followingearlier comments
from St. Louis Fed President
James Bullard, who said the
centralbankwas "coalescing”
around a plan to begin

tapering. Earlyin Asianhours,
U.S. stock futures, the S&P
500 e-minis, were flat.The
yieldonbenchmark 10-year
Treasurynoteswas 1.3441%
downfromatwo-weekhighof
1.375%setthe daybefore, as
traderswere cautious ahead
of Powell'sspeech.The dollar
when measured against a
basket of currencies has
gainedalittlefrom Thursday's
lows. The euro traded at
$1.1747,having eased from
the previous day's high of
$1.1779 asasurvey showed
weaker consumer sentiment
in Germany.U.S. crude ticked
up 0.34%to $67.65abarrel.
Brent crude rose 0.25% to
$71.27 perbarrel, resuming
thisweek's rally after taking
areston Thursday,as energy
companies began shutting
production in the Gulf of
Mexico ahead of a potential
hurricaneforecasttohitonthe
weekend.

Pres. Raisivisits Hoor

situationin Hurolazim wetland and the water

shortageinthe province.

al-Azim Lagoon, inspects
Khuzestan water
shortage crisis

Iran's President Ebrahim Raisi visited Hoor
al-Azim wetland in Khuzestan and inspected
the water shortage crisisin the southwestern
province on Friday morning.

President Raisi traveled to the southern
province on Friday morningjustaday after
first cabinet meeting ofhisadministration in
capital Tehran.

PresidentRaisi, whoisvisitingKhuzestaninan
unannounced program, inspected the existing

Ayatollah Raisithen flew Jofeir region, 50
kilometerswest of Ahvaz, toreview the latest
developmentsin the wetland and Karkheh
Rivertogetfirsthand information which could
pavethe way for making final decisions onhow
totacklethe problemsoftheregion.

Khuzestan province has been facing water
challenges since the beginning of this Iranian
calendaryear (started March21,2021), which
ledto publicprotestsinthe downstream ofthe
KarkhehRiver.The new presidenthas started
workingwithoutany interruptjustfollowing
18 cabinet members were approved by the

[ranian Parliamenton Wednesday.

The president, accompanied with four
ministers, follows revolutionary moto of
fighting corruption and enhancingjustice; so,
theytraveled to Khuzestantomeettheneeds of
theresidents ofthe southern province.
People in Khuzestan are very hopeful now
thattheyseethenew presidenthas started
hisjobwitha surprise visitto their province
toresolve the woes of the people.Khuzestan,
whichhadbeenhithard duringthe eightyears
ofsacred defense againstthe Baathistregime
oflraq,isfacingdifferent problemsincluding
air pollutants, water shortages, sewageissues
andagriculturetroubles.
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88% in4 months on year
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Tavanirto
establish
3GWof
renewable
power
plantsfor
agricultural

wells

Iran's Power
Generation,
Distribution, and
Transmission Company
(known as Tavanir),
in collaboration
with the Iranian
Fuel Conservation
Company (IFCC), is
going to implement a
program forinstalling
3,000 megawatts
(three gigawatts) of
renewable power plants
foragricultural wells
across the country,
Mehr News Agency
reported.
According to Tavanir's
Operator for Rural
Electricity Expansion
Program Ali Chehel-
Amirani, there are
currently 100,000
agricultural wellsin the
country thatuse diesel
fuel to pump water and
construction of these
renewable power plants
will save huge amounts
of fuel in addition to
supporting the power
grid.

The water pumps
in each agricultural
well consumes an
average of 11,000
liters of fuel per year,
and connecting these
wells to renewable
energy sources can be
effective in preserving
the environment,
helping the electricity
grid, preventing
fuel smuggling, and
boosting renewable
energy-related
industries, Chehel-
Amiranisaid.

The official noted that
the power plants will
be constructed by the
private sector and
will be paid for by the
resources  coming
from fuel savings in
accordance with the
article 12 of the law
on the elimination of

ThevalueofexportsfromNorth indicating 38 percentrise in

Khorasan province, in the terms of weight.The official l;a;]rler.stop}fo@ctlon.
7 northeastoflran,rose88percent named petrochemicals, steel ro owingt eincrease
in the electricity

during the first four months of
the currentIranian calendar
year (March 21-July 22), as

products,aluminumingots,and
light concreteblocksasthe main
exporteditems,and stated that

consumption by the
agricultural sector in

the currentyears due

compared to the same period of
to the water shortage

timeinthe pastyear,aprovincial

theproductswereexportedto18
Asianand European countries.

officialannounced. Mohammad and drought, Tavanir

Badri,thedirector-general ofthe
economicaffairsoffice of North
Khorasangovernorate,said that

As announced by the head of )
[slamicRepublicofIran Customs and IFCC  signed
Administration (IRICA), the a memorand.um
valueofIran’snon-oil traderose of ' understanding

47 percentduring the first four (MOU) on June 13

128,900 tons of commodities llab ¢
months ofthe currentyear, as to collaborate  for

worth $41.4 million was

comparedtothe same period of installing PV stationsfor

exported from the province b scultural well
timeinthepastyear. theagriculturalwells.

inthe four-month period, also
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4killedin
Kazakhstan's
ammunition
depotexplosion

Kazakhstan's defense

ministerannounced that
four citizens have been
killed in an explosion
of an ammunition
warehouse of a military
unit.Kazakhstan’s
Defense Minister Nurlan
Yermikbayev said four
soldierswereKkilled while
putting out a fire at an
army ammunition depot
inthe southern province
of Gambel, Middle East.in-
24reported.The minister
stated that a series of
explosions preceded the
outbreakofthe fireinthe
warehouse.
“Unfortunately, four
soldiers died during
the liquidation of the
consequences of the
accident,” Minister
Yermikbayev told
reporters.The ministry
indicated thatatleast6
powerful explosions
preceded the outbreak of
fire. The ministry stated
that 12 soldiers were
also injured during the
accident.
For its part, the local
authorities said, that
66 injured people were
transferred to hospitals,
and by Friday morning, 28
injured people remained
inhospitals, six of them
inserious condition.The
causesand circumstances
oftheaccidentare being
investigated, and a
criminal case has been
opened in accordance
with Article “Violation of
therules for dealing with
weapons and explosive
materials”, and residents
of neighboring villages
havebeen evacuated.

Iran FM to take
partinmeeting
insupportof

Iraq

Iran’s Foreign Minister
Hossein Amirabdollahian
will participate in a
meetinginsupportoflrag.
The Foreign Ministry
spokesman Saeed
Khatibzadeh said
on Friday that FM
Amirabdollahian will
head a high-ranking
delegation to partake in
the meeting.The meeting
will be held in Baghdad
with the participation of
heads of states and high-
profile authorities from
regional countries, which
will kick off on Saturday
(August28).Iraqi Foreign
Minister Fuad Hussein
invited his Iranian
counterpartto take part
inthe meeting, when he
visited Tehranrecently.

—

Pres. Raisi pays surprise visit to Khuzestan province
Iran's President Ebrahim Raisihas paid asurprise visitto Khuzestan province.
PresidentRaisitraveled to the southwestern province on Friday morningjustaday after
firstcabinetmeeting ofhisadministrationin capital Tehran.Uponhisarrival, he pointed to
theimportance of Khuzestan province for the country and said his governmenthasaheavy
dutytowards this province.He said thatduringhis shorttrip,heintendstoaddressthe most
urgentissuesthatplaguethelives ofthe provincial people.The Presidentassured people
thathis government'sbasiceffortistobeable to solve the problems of people, including
in Khuzestan province.Anumber of cabinet members, including the ministers of energy;,
interioraffairs,agricultural Jihad and healthas wellasand the head of the Planand Budget
Organizationare accompanying the presidenton his first provincial trip.President Raisi
alsovisited Razi Hospital which servesas the central unitfor COVID-19 treatmentin the city

and closely surveyed the procedures offered to the patientsin this city.

Greece, Syria FMs congratulate new Iran FM Amir-
Abdollahian

Theforeignministers of Greeceand Syriahave offered their congratulationstonewly appointed Iranian
counterpartHossein Amir-Abdollahian.After offering congratulations, the Greek Foreign Minister
NikosDendiashassaid, "[ranand Greece,astwoancient civilizations, have historical and close friendly
relations."The Greek foreign minister expressed certainty that during Amir Abdullahian's tenure, by
promoting close cooperation, the ground for strengtheningbilateral relations will be laid inline with
themutualinterests ofthe two countries.Meanwhile, Fayssal Mikdad, Syria's Foreign and Expatriates
Minister expressed warm congratulations to the new Foreign Minister of the IslamicRepublic of Iran,
Hossein Amir Abdollahian, ontheappointmentathis new post.Foreign Minister Mikdad also wished
success forthenew Iranian Ministerand the continuation of the standing cooperation between the
foreign ministriesin the two countriesinaway thatwould serve thejointinterests of the two countries

andwould enhance theirsteadfastnessin the face of thearrogantglobal powers.

U.S.braces for more ISIS attacks after carnage at
Kabul airport

U.S.forces helping to evacuate Afghans

desperate to flee Taliban rule braced for

moreattacks on Friday afteran Islamic State

suicide bomberkilled scores of civilians and

13 U.S.soldiers outside the gates of Kabul

airport.
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Kabul health officials
were quoted as saying
60 civilians were
killed in the attacks
on Thursday. Atleast
twoblastsand gunfire

—m rocked the area,

witnesses said. Video shotby
Afghan journalists showed
dozens of bodies strewn
around a canal on the edge
of the airport.Islamic State
(ISIS),anenemy of the Taliban
aswell asthe West, said one of
itssuicide bomberstargeted
"translatorsand collaborators
withthe Americanarmy”.U.S.
officialsalsoblamed the group
andvowedretribution.
General FrankMcKenzie, head
of U.S.Central Command, said
U.S.commanderswereonalert
for more attacks by Islamic
State, including possibly
rockets or vehicle-borne
bombstargetingtheairport.
"We're doing everything we
cantobe prepared,” hesaid,
addingthatsomeintelligence
was being shared with the
Talibanand thathebelieved
"some attacks have been
thwarted by them."

U.S. forces are racing to
complete their withdrawal
from Afghanistan by an Aug.
31deadline setby President
Joe Biden,whosays the United
Stateshadlongagoachievedits
originalrationale forinvading

the countryin2001:torootout
al Qaedamilitantsand prevent
arepeatoftheSept.11attacks
ontheUnited States.
Bidensaid hehad orderedthe
Pentagontoplanhowtostrike
ISIS-K theIslamicStateaffiliate
thatclaimedresponsibility.
"Wewillnotforgive. Wewillnot
forget. Wewillhuntyoudown
and makeyou pay,' Bidensaid
duringtelevised comments
fromthe White House.
Videotakenintheaftermathof
theattackshowed corpsesin
asewage canal by theairport
fence, some being fished out
andlaidinheapswhilewailing
civilians searched forloved
ones."[sawbodiesand body
parts flying in the air like a
tornadoblowingplasticbags,"
said one Afghan witness.
"Thatlittle water flowingin
the sewage canalhad turned
into blood."A U.S. Central
Command spokesperson
said 18soldiersinjuredinthe
attack were "in the process
of being aeromedically
evacuated from Afghanistan

withembarked surgicalunits".
ATalibanofficial saidatleast28
membersofthe militantgroup
werekilledintheattack.
"Wehavelostmore peoplethan
the Americansintheairport
blast," he said, adding the
Taliban was "notresponsible
forthe chaoticevacuationplan
preparedby foreignnations”.
Western countriesfearthatthe
Taliban, who once sheltered
Osamabin Laden'sal Qaeda,
willallow Afghanistanto turn
againintoahaven formilitants.
The Taliban say they will not
let the country be used by
terrorists.

[SIS-K was initially confined
toareas onthe border with
Pakistan buthas established
asecond frontinthenorth of
the country. The Combating
Terrorism CenteratWestPoint
saysISIS-Kincludes Pakistanis
fromothermilitantgroupsand
Uzbekextremistsinadditionto
Afghans.

The United Stateswould press
onwith evacuations despite

the threat of further attacks,
McKenzie said, noting that
therewerestillaround 1,000
U.S.citizensin Afghanistan.
Thepace ofevacuation flights
hadaccelerated on Friday and
American passportholders
had been allowed to enter
theairportcompound, said
a Western security official
stationedinsidetheairport.
Inthe past12 days, Western
countries have evacuated
nearly 100,000 people.
But they acknowledge
that thousands will be left
behind when the last U.S.
troops leave at the end of
the month.Several Western
countriessaid the massairlift
of civilians was comingto an
endandannounced theirlast
remaining troops had left
the country.The American
casualties in Thursday's
attack were believed to be
themost U.S.troopskilled in
Afghanistaninasingleincident
since 30 personnel died when
ahelicopterwasshotdownin
2011.

Iran’s Army navyfleet
return home fromint'l

mission

The Iranian Army Navy's intelligence and
operational fleet 76 docked on Thursday at
Bandar Abbas port after an 87-day mission
inthe Red Seaand the Gulfof Aden.Upon their
arrival, the [ranian Army Navy's intelligence
and operational fleet 76 were welcomed by

the Army-Navy commandersand personnel at
Bandar Abbas County, Hormozgan Province,
Iran.During the welcoming ceremony, the
commander of the District 1 of the Army-
Navy in the Persian Gulf, Commodore Arya
Shafaghat Rudsari said that the 77th Naval
Fleet ofthe Army-Navy had been dispatched
tothe Red Seaand the Gulfof Aden to continue
theescortingmission.Headded thatsecuring
[ran'scommerciallinesin the Red Sea, the Gulf

of Aden,and Bab al-Mandab Straithasbeen to
deliver Iran's message of peace and friendship
tootherstates presentininternational waters.
The 76th Naval Fleet of the Army-Navy had
been dispatched to escort the Iranian oil
tankers and commercial shipsin the Red Sea
and the Gulf of Aden, he noted.He further
noted thatthe fleet spent more than 78 days
intheir missionininternational waters sailed
adistance of more than 7600 nautical miles.
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Irvan’s Foreign Ministry
to Ramp Up Efforts to

Facilitate COVID Vaccine

Imports

Iran’s new Foreign Minister Hossein Amir
Abdollahiansaid aspecial headquartershas
beensetupinthe Foreign Ministry to speed
up theimportofcoronavirusvaccine.
Speakingafter the first meeting ofthe 13th
administration on Thursday, the foreign
minister said facilitating the import
of COVID-19 vaccines s his first priority
consideringthe coronavirussituationinthe
country.

Aspecialheadquarters hasbeen established
atthe Foreign Ministry to speed up vaccine
imports from different countries, he said,
addingthatall ofthe country’s embassies
abroad will contribute to the efforts.

All capacities will be used toimportvaccines
thatmeetthe scientific criteria ofthe Health
Ministry from any country possible, he
stated.

The firstsession of the headquarters was
held today with the participation of foreign
ministry officials, the Health Minister and
officials from other related bodies, Amir
Abdollahiannoted.

Iran’s Parliament on Wednesday voted to
approve 18 ofthe 19 ministers proposed
by PresidentIbrahim Raisi, including Amir
Abdollahian.

Iranreported 694 coronavirus deaths on
Thursday, bringing the total death toll from
the infectious disease in the country to
104,716.

Sofar 17,772,252 Iranians have received
the firstdose of the coronavirusvaccine and
7,150,303 people havereceived the second
dose.

The Iranian president has called for efforts
to facilitate the imports of the coronavirus
vaccine by every means possible, including
by the private sector.

In comments ata Saturday meeting of the
Coronavirus Fight National Headquarters,
Raisiurged thatthe imports of vaccine for
the coronavirusshould notbe delayed atall.
Stressingthe need to take up every option for
thevaccineimports, the presidentsaid the
Iranian private sector’simportofvaccines
mustbe facilitated in compliance with the
Health Ministry’s standards.

No delayinthe course ofimports of reliable
vaccineswould be acceptable, he underlined,
calling for the rapid settlement of the
possible problemsimpeding theimports of
vaccine.

Tehran-Islamabad relations ‘longstanding’: Raeisi

Iranian President Ebrahim Raeisi called the relations
between Tehran and Islamabad long-standing, based on

common beliefs and people-canter.

Hemade the remarksin his meeting with visiting Pakistani
Minister of Foreign Affairs Shah Mahmood Qureshi
in Tehran on Thu. and pointed out that strengthening
bilateral relations can pave the way for the development
and consolidation of regional and international

cooperation between Iran and Pakistan.

President Raeisi pointed to the US withdrawal from
Afghanistanasaturningpointforall Afghan ethnicgroups
toinitiate interactions to establish peace, security and
stability in their country,adding thatthe United States has
notany capacity to spread lasting peace and stability in
Afghanistan.

The US presence in Afghanistan and the region does not
create peace and security so thatallregional countries
should help Afghanistan to form an inclusive and
participatory government, he emphasized.

He alsorejected any "guardianship” approach about
the administration of Afghanistan as a failed model
orchestrated by the United States which lacked the
capacity to create lasting peace and stability in
Afghanistan.
Elsewherein his remarks, President Raeisi stressed
thatother countries, including Afghanistan's neighbors,
should only facilitate the establishment ofaninclusive and
participatory governmentwith the presence of all Afghan
ethnicand political groups.
Pointing outthatthe policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran
hasbeen to supportthe people of Afghanistan for the past
four decades, the President stated thatIran hosts about
4 million Afghan people and has always been and will
continue to supportthe Afghan people.

Visiting Pakistani Foreign Minister, for his turn, described
Iran-Pakistan relations as historicand deep and said
that Pakistan seeks to deepen and strengthen relations
between the two countries on many regional and

international
issuesand invarious economic,

political and regional fields.

Hevoiced his country's determination to furtherimprove
thelevel of Tehran-Islamabad relations.

Qureshi furtherstressed the importance of cooperation

between the two countries in establishinglasting peace

and stability in Afghanistan and said thatIran,asamajor
playerinregional developments, can cooperate with
Islamabad in strengthening peace and stability in the
region, especially in Afghanistan.




Afghan Kam Air Moves Planes to Iran amid

Tensions at Kabul Airport

A spokeswoman for Iran’s Civil Aviation Organization (CAO) said that the country
hasreceived anumberofplanes from Afghanistan’s Kam Airattheairline’srequest.
Following the heightened fightingand tensions at Kabul airport, Kam Air's owners
requested thatanumber of their planes be moved to Iran, Mohammad Hassan
Zibakhsh said. The Islamic Republic of Iran provided access to the aforementioned
planes, which carried no passengers, in accordance with its goals of interaction with

neighboring countries, he said.Following the Taliban's takeover of Kabul after the US

- -
- Aeadlines
S )

o
ISFRHAN

Pres. Raisipays NEWS
surprise visit to
Khuzestan province
Irancondemns
Kabul terrorist
Tehran-Islamabad attacks
relations [ranian Foreign Ministry
‘longstanding’: Raeisi  Spokesmancondemned

o the terrorist attacks
in Kabul on Thursday

Pres. Raisivisits evening.Condemning
Hooral-Azim Lagoon,  the targeting of the
inspects Khuzestan defenseless —people

.. of Afghanistan and
water shortage crisis any kind of terrorist

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

operation in which
women, men, youthand
children are attacked,

Saeed Khatibzadeh
05:11:24 expressed hope that
Noon call to prayer: with the formation ofan
13:04:30 inclusive government

Evening call to prayer:

19:51:07

WEATHER

High:35°c
Low:16°%

in Kabul as soon as
possible, theresponsible
organsand institutions
will be responsible for
protecting thelivesand
property ofthe people.
At least 103 people,
including 13 US forces
and 80 Afghans have
been killed in the two
explosions outside Kabul
airport.
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Iran’s Foreign Ministry to Ramp Up Efforts
to Facilitate COVID Vaccine Imports

CIA Launches Clandestine Ops to Rescue Americans
in Afghanistan: Report

The CIA haslaunched clandestine operations to rescue

Americans who remain in Afghanistan, as Washington

works to evacuate all personnel from the country before

US President]oe Biden’s self-imposed deadline of Aug. 31,

areportsaid.

The Wall StreetJournal reported thatthe CIA
inrecentdayshasbegun covertoperations
toget Americansinand outside of Kabul out
ofthe country,according to US and other
officials.

The operations are reportedly utilizing
American military helicopters and ground
troops, but they are still under the CIA’s
jurisdiction, which is common for such
missions.

The operations come as the USis working to
pullall American citizens and Afghan allies
from Afghanistanasthe Taliban’s grip on the

countrytightens.

Biden set Aug. 31 as the deadline for
evacuatingallindividuals from the country.
Between early Tuesday and early Wednesday,
the US pulled roughly 19,000 people
from Kabul, according to a White House
official, bringing the total number of people
evacuated from the country since Aug. 14 to
82,300.

CIA Director William Burns reportedly
metwith the Taliban’sleader, Abdul Ghani
Baradar,on Monday to engage in discussions
thatlikely involved the Aug. 31 deadline, The
Washington Postreported, citing US officials
familiar with the matter.

Biden earlier thisweekhad been considering
extending the US’s presence in Afghanistan
pastAugust, butultimately decided against
that. Whenasked by The Hillaboutoperations
overseas, a CIA spokesperson declined to
comment.

rest of New South Wales to

The electricity loss in transmission and distribution

networksin Iranis about40 terabyte hours per year,

whichis equivalent to %43 of the annual electricity

consumptioninthe household sector,the head of Energy

Commission of Tehran Chamber of Commerce, Industries,

Minesand Agriculture said.

New Australian
Coronavirus Cases

Soarover 1,000 for
FirstTime

Australia on Thursday reported
more than 1,000 new local
coronavirus cases for the first
time during the pandemic, asa
Deltavariant outbreak surged
in Sydney.

New South Wales state,
whichincludes the country’s
most populous city Sydney,
announcedarecord 1,029 cases
of COVID-19 for the previous 24
hours.

An outbreak that began
in the city in mid-June has
reached over 15,000 cases
and spread to smaller towns
and cities, prompting the
return oflockdowns and travel
restrictions across Australia’s
populated southeast.

Despite the soaring figures and
growing pressure on hospitals,
state premier Gladys Berejiklian
announced a modest easing
ofrestrictions for vaccinated
people from mid-September.
Up to five fully vaccinated
people will be allowed to
gather outdoorsinnon-hotspot
areas after New South Wales
hitatarget of six million jabs
inapopulation ofabout eight
million.“That was the option
thatmetthe mental healthand
wellbeing of our community but
also provided the lowestrisk
setting,” Berejiklian said, AFP
reported.

She said the health system
was able to cope with the
added strain after capacity
was boosted, pledging that
“everybody who needs help will
getthathelp”.
[tcameasauthorities extended
stay-at-home orders for the

September 10, as concerns grew
over rising cases in regional
areas that deputy premier
John Barilaro described as “a
tinderboxready to explode”.
Meanwhile, Victoria state —
which is grappling with a
smaller outbreak thatemerged
in Melbourne —announced a
further 80 new cases Thursday.
More than half of Australia’s
25 million people are stuckin
lockdown, including in Sydney
whereresidentshavebeenunder
stay-at-home orders for more
thantwo months.

Australia’s sluggish vaccine
rollouthas picked up inrecent
weeksas more suppliesreached
the country, with almost
one-third of adults now fully
vaccinated.The nation has
recorded almost 48,000 cases
andnearly 1,000 deaths during
the pandemicto date.

“Data from the Energy Ministry show that
10-12% ofthe electricity produced in the
countryislostduringthe transmissionand
distribution,” Mehr News Agency quoted
RezaPadidarassaying.

Electricity is usually supplied from large
power plants to consumers via extensive
networks and rugged terrain, and
transmission overlongdistancesinevitably
resultsin powerloss.

Power loss, among other factors, is also
dueto old or defective equipment. Raising
the efficiency of power plantsis one of the
measuresthatcanhelp save energy.

“Alarge partofthe country's electricity is
generated in thermal power plants thathave
very low efficiency, between 20% and 32%,”
Padidarsaid.

“Ifthermal power stationsare converted into
combined cycle plants, their efficiency can
increase and reach 45%. Currently, only 36%

Power Loss in Networks About Halfof
Household Consumption

ofthe country'selectricity are generated from
combined cycle power plants.”

Thermal power stations account for 80% of
total power generationinIranand enhancing
theirefficiencyatregularintervalsis crucial.
The governmenthassaid thatitintendsto
phase outinefficient power plants,improve
aginginfrastructure and use modern power
productiontechnology.

Converting conventional plantsinto efficient
combined-cycle unitsis one of the priorities
of the government, as they both use gas
and steam turbines to produce up to 50%
more electricity from the same fuel thana
traditional simple cycle plant. The waste heat
fromthe gasturbineis senttonearby steam
turbines, which also generates electricity.
The Energy Ministry has attempted in the
pastyearstoboostthe efficiency of power
plantsand stabilize the network.

Power specialists have strived to increase
the efficiency of some power plantsto 38%
and therate willimprove further. Efforts are
alsobeing made toreduce the powerlossto
aslowas 9%.

Replacing old and defective equipment,
power lines, utility posts, cables and meters
aswell as penalizingillegal use (theft) are
other measures taken by utilities to reduce
losses.

NIGC
Indigenization of

Equipmenton Fast
Track

National I[ranian Gas Company, a
subsidiary of the National Iranian
0il Company, hasinvested $4 billion
to fast track the indigenization of
29vital equipmentin collaboration
with domestic manufacturers
and engineers over the pasttwo
decades, the head of state-run NIGC
said.

"These parts meeting the lion’s
share ofthe industry's needs have
reduced theimportof equipment

worth over $300 million peryear,"
Hassan Montazer-Torbati was
also quoted as saying by the Oil
Ministry's news portal.

The indigenized equipment
includes pumps, anti-corrosion
steel pipes, valves, turbines, storage
tanks, boilersand compressors, he
added.

“The share of naturalgasinlIran's
energy basket is 70% that are
expected toreach 85%by 2025.To
achieve this goal, more equipment
arerequired tobe manufactured by
domesticproducers.”
Accordingto the official, despite
difficulties, including geostrategic

challenges and the recent
coronavirus pandemic, Iran has
made noticeable progressinits gas
sector.

“Relying on domestic human
resources, knowhow and
investment, we have reached a
sustainable production level of
1 billion cubic meters of gas per
day."Montazer-Torbati noted that
almost 95% ofthe total 83 million
populationinIranhaveaccessto
piped gas. The number of villages
connected to the gas grid has
increased from 14,000in 2013 to
35,000 now, whichindicatea 2.5-
foldincreaseinthe pasteightyears.
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