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Teaoutputup 25%in o
months yr/yr

Teaproductioninlranhasrisen 25 percentinthe
firstfive months ofthe currentIranian calendar
year (March 21-August22), Head of Iran's Tea
Organization (ITO) Habib Jahansaz told IRIB.

Thursday,August 26 , 2021, No. 855

“The 25-percentincreaseinteaproductioninthe
countryindicatesthatthe markethasthe capacity
toboostproductionand shows anincreaseinthe
general popularity of Iranian tea,” Jahansaz said.
The official noted thatso far 114,445 tons of
tealeaves worth 6.5 trillion rials (about $154.7
million) have been purchased from the country’s
teafarmers, 51 percentof which hasbeen high
quality firstgrade product.
AccordingtoJahansaz, the governmenthasso far
settled 75 percentofits duesto the teafarmers.
This year, 25,750 tons of dry tea has been
produced, whichis 25 percent more than the
figure for the same period lastyear, he stressed,
adding that this growth is due to the increase
inthe general popularity oflocal tea that has
motivated teafarmerstoboosttheir output.

He putthe country’s annual tea consumption
atabout100,000 tons, of which 30,000 tons are
supplied through domestic production and the
restthroughimports.

The demand in the domestic marketindicates
thatthereisagood potential to increase tea
productioninthe country, he said.

Chabahar portbecomes

permanent member of
World FZO

The World Free Zones Organization (World FZO)
has approved Chabahar portin southeastern
Irantobecome a permanent member at this
organization, IRNAreported on Tuesday.
According to the Chabahar Free Zone’s Office
of Public Relations, Samir Hamrouni, the CEO
of the World FZO has announced the approval
of Chabahar portasapermanent member of
his organization throughaletter addressed to
the Managing Director of Chabahar Free Zone
Abdolrahim Kordi.

Based on the said decision, from now on,
Chabahar, asapermanent member with the right
tovote, canactively and effectively participate
inthe decisions and events of the mentioned
organization.

Inhisletterto Kordi, Hamrouni hasalso expressed
hopethatthe Chabahar Free Zone and the World
Free Zones Organization will be able to have
constructive cooperation with each otherand
with other free zones around the world.

World FZO is anon-governmental, non-profit
organization based in Dubai, United Arab
Emirates.

Aslran's only oceanicporton the Gulfof Oman,
Chabahar portholds great significance for the
country both politically and economically.
The country has taken serious measures for
developing this portin order toimprove the
country’s maritime trade.

In this regard, the Islamic Republichas been
welcoming investors from all over the world to
take partin the development of this portand
benefitfromits distinguished positionasatrade
hubintheregion.

Chabahar port consists of Shahid Kalantari and
Shahid Beheshti terminals, each of which has
five berth facilities. The portislocatedinIran’s
Sistan-Balouchestan Province and isabout 120
kilometers southwest of Pakistan’s Baluchistan
province, where the China-funded Gwadar port
issituated.

Tel: 031-32274500
Public Relations: 031-32274515

Raeisi:

No Concerns Over Oil Export

President Ebrahim Raeisisaid Iranis not

concerned aboutfinding customers for its oil

andithasdifferent options to continue the

exportofcrudeand oil derivatives.

"There are no
worries about
exporting oil, as
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possibilities and
groundsforoil sales,"
Raeisisaid beforea
parliament hearing
on his proposed Cabinet
members, including
Javad Owji as Oil Ministry
nominee, ISNAreported.
During his speech, Raeisi
said one of his priorities
would be to export more
added-value refined oil
products.

Astalkstoend US sanctions
onlran'senergyindustry
have stalled, the National
[ranian Oil Company is
producing 2.52 million
barrels of crude oil per day.
Former oil minister, Bijan
Namdar Zanganeh, said last
month thatthe nextIranian
government should make
it a priority to boost oil
production to 6.5 million
barrels per day.

Higher outputwill “improve
the country’s security and
political power”,headded.
"l cannot accept that
there isno market for oil,"

we have a lot of

SMS:30007232

he said, noting that Iraq
never pumped more than
3 millionbpd butitisnow
producingmoreand finding
buyers forit.

Despite the threat of US
sanctions looming over
buyers ofIranian oil, China's
independent refineries
have maintained somelevel
of Iranian crude imports,
mainly Iran Lightand some
Iran Heavy, in the past few
years,according to market
sources.

Talks in Vienna aimed
at reviving the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of
Action and removing US
sanctionsonIran's energy
sector have gone nowhere
since Iran's presidential
electiononJune 18.

A seventh round was
expected to start
after Raeisi's Aug. 5
inauguration, but thathas
notbeenannounced.

On Aug. 5, Raeisi said
Iran would support any
diplomatic plan toremove
thesanctions.

Uncertainty over nuclear

talks creates a real
possibility that 1.5 million
bpd of expected Iranian
supply growth through
August2022 willnothitthe
market, said Paul Sheldon,
chiefgeopolitical adviser
for Platts Analytics.

Iran has for years aspired
to generate otherincome
sources than oil to run the
country. China, Pakistan
and Bangladesh have been
taking LPG from Iran.

The Iranian Parliament
started hearings on Raeisi's
CabinetchoicesonAug.21
and avote is expected on
Aug.24.

Iranian crudes are mostly
sourin quality but due to
their high sulfur content,
they normally have a

higher specific gravity and
are classified asheavy or
medium, with gravities
ranging from 27 to 34 API.
The country's main export
gradelran Lightisamedium
sour grade with 33.6 API
gravity and 1.46% sulfur
content,according to the
crude assay published by
the state-owned NIOC.

The Iran Heavy export
gradeisaheavysourcrude
withan APl gravity of29.5
and sulfur contentof 1.77%.
Iranian crudes compete
directly with grades such
as Saudi Arabia's Arab
Heavy, Arab Lightand Arab
Medium; Iraq's Basrah
Light, Basrah Medium and
Basrah Heavy; Russia's
Urals; the UAE's Upper
Zakum; Oman Crude Blend;
Kuwait Export Crude;
Venezuela's Mesa 30 and
Merey 16; and Mexico's
Mata.

Iran, Afghanistan
trade returns tonormal
condition

Spokesman for Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration (IRICA) said
that trend of trade between Iran and
Afghanistan, which had slowed over past
one and ahalfmonths, returned almostto
itsordinary condition.

Seyyed Rouhollah Latifi broke the news
on Wed. and stated, “Following the recent
developments happened in Afghanistan
over the past one month and a half, the
country's trade and business activity

with Afghanistan did not stop while we
witnessed trade stoppagelessthan 24 hours
in Mahiroud border,less than three daysin
Dogharoon Border and also less than five
daysatMilak Border.”
Due to the recent developments in
Afghanistan, Iranian businesspersonsand
traders decided to reduce the amount of
their exports to this neighboring country
insome days, he said, adding, “Fortunately,
theamountoftradeatthreebordersshared
with Afghanistan hasincreased over the
pastdaysand now the trade situation has
returned toits normal condition.”

Elsewhere in his remarks, Latifi pointed

materials.”

lastyear.

tothe exportof products to Afghanistan
and stated, “Islamic Republic of Iran
usuallyincreasesits exportto Afghanistan
in Iranian month of Shahrivar (Sept.) in
the fields of fresh fruits and vegetables,
detergents, foodstuffs and construction

It should be noted that 2,165,000 tons
of goods, valued at $855 million, were
exported from the Islamic Republicof Iran
to Afghanistanin the firstfive months ofthe
currentlranian calendaryear (from March
21toAugust21),showinga 1.7 percent
decline as compared to the same period of
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Real state stock exchange to
tradelandsandhouseswillbeset
upinlranMercantile Exchange
(IME) inthe second halfofthe
currentlranian calendar year
(September 22,2021-March
20,2022), deputy transport
and urban development
ministerannounced.Mahmoud
Mahmoudzadeh, the deputy
minister for housing and
construction affairs, said that
therehasbeen cooperationin
this due between the ministry
and IME since some months
ago and some positive results

have beenalreadyachievedin
thisregard.The establishment
of such exchange is in line
with the government’s policy
of providing housing units
for the underprivileged, and
many efforts have been
already made to prepare the
required infrastructure in this
due.The head of Tehran Stock
Exchange (TSE) had previously
announced thatthe exchange
wasduetobeestablishedinthe
middle ofthe previous Iranian
calendar month (early July
2020).
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What's News

Efforts by
Iraniansin
US,Canada
toprovide
COVID-19

vaccine

Private companies
and charities
belongingto Iranians
in US and Canada,
along with many
individuals, are
trying to purchase
non-US-made
coronavirusvaccines
tosendtolran,asthe
country has been
struggling with a
new wave of the virus
spread.

Some private
companies  have
said that they own
40 million doses of
COVID-19vaccinein
the Netherlands and
are willing to sell it
toIran atthe market
price, Deputy of
Interests Section of
the Islamic Republic
oflranin Washington
Abolfazal Mehrabadi
saidinaninterview
with IRNA.

He added that
Iran’s Red Crescent
Society has been in
consultation on the
matter. Some high
profile Iraniansliving
inthe USand Canada
have also attempted
to correspond with
vaccine producing
companies to
purchase and send
COVID-19 vaccines
tolran.
HealsosaidthataUS-
based institution has
been working with
UNICEF to purchase
500,000 doses of
vaccine by financial
aids collected
through charities.
Also,some Iranians
in Canada are
workingtoredirect
coronavirus
vaccine surplus in
the country, which
amounts to 170
million doses, to Iran.
Iranhasseenasurge
inthe number ofnew
casesand deathsin
recent months and
hasbeen settingall-
time high records
almostevery day this
weekinthe number
ofdeaths.

US sanctions have
been a big hurdle
against Iran’s
ability to import
coronavirusvaccine,
as greatamounts of
Iranian funds had
beenblocked in many
countries due to US
sanctions.
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Iran’s Top
Judge Orders
Probe of
Mistreatment

of Inmates

Iran’s Judiciary Chief
Gholam Hossein
MohseniEjei ordered
the country’s
prosecutor general
to look into the case
of mistreatment of
inmatesat Tehran’s Evin
Prison after hackers
released video footage
thatappearstoshowa
detainee being dragged
alongthefloor.
Inaletterreleased on
Tuesday, the Iranian
Judiciary chiefordered
Prosecutor General
Mohammad Jafar
Montazeri to follow
up “withoutdelay” on
the case of “guards or
inmates mistreating
inmates” and provide
himwithareportonthe
resultsofthe probe.
The videos - which
recently circulated on
social media outlets -
appear tobe captured by
theprison’ssurveillance
cameras and show
a number of guards
beating prisoners and

draggingadetainee on
thefloor.
Meanwhile, the

head of the Iranian
Prisons’ Organization
has apologized over
“bitter” incidents at
the Evin Prison, saying,
“Regardingthe pictures
from Evin Prison, I
accept responsibility
for such unacceptable
behaviorand pledge to
trytopreventanyrepeat
of these bitter events
and to deal seriously
withthewrongdoers.”
In his Twitter post on
Tuesday, Mohammad
Mahdi Haj Mohammadi
has also insisted that
such apparent abuse
of position should not
be used to judge the
performance of therest
ofthe countries’ prison
wardens.

“I apologize to God
Almighty, our dear
Leader (Ayatollah Seyed
Ali Khamenei), the
nationand honorable
prison guards, whose
efforts will not be
ignored due to these
mistakes,” hesaid, Press

TVreported.
Observers have been
speculating  about

the circumstances
surroundingtherelease
ofthevideo, and foreign
anti-revolutionary
mediaagencies’ quick
move to seize on the
chancetoattacklIranas
usual.

—

‘Kabul Gate’ and unfaithful US

Whathashappenedin Afghanistan seemssomehowsimilarto
Arab Spring, butthistimein Afghanistan, whichistheresultof
the Democrats’ carryingoutformer president Barak Obama’s
policy of withdrawal from the Middle Eastregion.

Iran Newspaper published a article written by Mohammad-
Reza Norouzpour, the head of the Islamic Republic News
Agency,on Wednesday.

The IRNA chiefwrote that this time Afghanistan hasbeen
shaken,butwhathashappenedisneither Arabicnoraspring,
because ademocraticgovernment, which relied upon the
USandlacked publicsupport, hasbeentoppled immediately
following the American military pull-out. Spending 88 billion

deadline looms

Afghanistan's neighbours should open

their land borders to allow more people

toleave,a NATO country diplomat said on

Wednesday, as aid agencies warned of a

looming humanitarian crisis under the new

Talibanrulers.

=

"Iran, Pakistan and

ISFAHAN Tajikistan  should
N E w s be pulling out more
peopleusingeitherair

NEWS orlandroutes. It'svital
_EEEM i .ndlandroutesare
used atavery fastpace,” the
Kabul-based diplomat told

dollarsin 20 years could not protectanimported democracy
andthe Afghan Army could notresist.

The UShasbeen defeated both in software and hardware
arenas. Such a disgraceful failure has affected the US’s
foreignandinternal policies. The irresponsible withdrawal
from Afghanistanisaremembrance ofthe Americans’ flee
from Saigonin Vietnam, so the supporters ofthe Democrat
administrationare veryworried and some call the scandal as
“Kabul Gate,” predictingthatthe democratic party willlose the
US 2024 presidential election.

Today’ssituationin Afghanistan seemstobeabiglessonforthe
international players,aswasthe fate oftoppledleaderssuchas
the Arabrulersduringthe Arab Spring. These developments

Afghanistan faces humanitarian crisis as airlift

have an obvious message for the
US’salliestosee whatwillhappen
tothose who tie theirnational
security to the American
support.

This time, it was not an Arab
Spring, butitwas the fading of
animported democracy. Now, the
Americanalliesare facingimportant
questions: Whoisthe nextgovernment
tobeleftunprotected asaresultofthe United States’immoral
politicalbehavior? Willthe nextgovernmentbe inthe Middle
East,in Europe,and oreveninthe Far East?
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v

Russia Notto Draw Its
Armyinto All-against-All
Conflictin Afghanistan:
Putin

Russiaiskeepingaclose eye on the situation
in Afghanistan butwill notletitsarmed forces
bedrawnintoanall-against-all conflictin that
country, Russian President Vladimir Putin
said on Tuesday."You know how difficult
and alarming the situation in Afghanistan
currently is. We are keepinga close eye on this
situation, actively cooperating with ourallies
inthe Collective Security Treaty Organization
(CSTO)," hesaid ata congress of the ruling
United Russia party."Naturally, we will not

said several international

interfere in Afghanistan’s domestic affairs,

Reuters.
Theriskofstarvation, disease
and persecutionrises for the
millionswhowillbeleftbehind
afterachaotic exodus from
Kabul airport ends, the aid
agenciessaid. U.S. President
Joe Biden hassaid the United
States is on pace to finish
evacuationsbyAug.31,butleft
openthe chance of extending
thedeadline.

"There’s a perfect storm
coming because of several
years of drought, conflict,
economic deterioration,
compounded by COVID,"
David Beasley, the executive
director of the U.N.'s World
Food Programme, told
ReutersinDoha, callingfor the
international community to

donate$200millioninfoodaid.
"The number of people
marchingtowards starvation
hasspiked tonow 14 million."
The EU said it was planning
aquadruplingin Afghanaid
and was seeking coordination
with the United Nations on
delivery as well as safety
guarantees on the ground.
The U.N. human rights chief
said shehadreceived credible
reports of serious violations
by the Taliban in Afghanistan,
including "summary
executions” of civiliansand
Afghan security forces who
hadsurrendered. The Taliban
hassaiditwillinvestigateany
reportsofatrocities.

The NATO diplomat, who
declined to be identified,

aid groups are desperate
to get their Afghan staff to
neighboringnations.

Tens ofthousands of Afghans
fearing persecution have
thronged Kabul's airport
since the takeover, the lucky
onessecuringseatsonflights,
mostly arranged by Western
governments that have so
farevacuatedatleast70,000
people.The Taliban said all
foreign evacuations fromthe
countrymustbe completed by
Aug.31,and asked the United
Statestostop urgingtalented
Afghanstoleavethe country.
The Islamist group, which
marchedintoKabulonAug. 15,
hastold the Afghans crowding
the airport in the hope of

boarding flightsthattheyhad
nothingto fearand should go
home.

"We  guarantee their
security," Taliban spokesman
Zabihullah Mujahidtoldanews
conferenceinthe capital on
Tuesday.

Biden has left open the
prospect of extending the
deadline after discussingthe
issuewith other G7leaders.
Inremarksatthe White House,
he said the United States was
racing to meet the Aug. 31
deadline as concerns mount
over the threat of militant
attacks.

"The soonerwe canfinish, the
better;" Bidensaid."Eachdayof
operationsbringsaddedriskto
ourtroops.”

Tehran condemns
violation of human rights
in Afghanistan

Iran strongly condemns any acts of
violence, extremism, and violations
of human rights in Afghanistan, the
Permanent Representative of Iran to the
International Organizationsin Genevasaid.
Afghans deserve to live in peace and
enjoy good relations with their neighbors
withoutillegal military interference, the
Permanent Representative of Iran to the
International Organizationsin Genevasaid.
Esmaeil Baghaei Hamaneh made the
remarksataspecial meetingon the human

rights council.

He wenton to say that this will happen
solely through aninclusive government
with the participation of all ethnicand
religious groups of Afghan society.

The process of peace and reconciliation
under the leadership, ownership, and
control of Afghanistan mustbe accelerated
tothisend. Theachievements ofthe Afghan
people should notbejeopardized.

Saying that the process of peace and
reconciliation under Afghanistan's
leadership and control should be
accelerated, Hamaneh stressed that the
achievements of the Afghan nation should
notbe endangered.

Iran strongly condemns any acts of

violence, extremism, and violations of
human rights in Afghanistan, the envoy
said.

No crime should go unpunished, he
reminded.

Accordingto him the currentsituationin
Afghanistanis theresultofthe USlong-
term military interference.

The United States has caused endless
destruction, despair, and instability in
Afghanistan, spreading insecurity and
instability in theregion, he said.

He also called on the international
community to shoulder its joint
responsibility forassisting Afghanrefugees
in terms of having access to Covid-19
vaccines.

neither will our armed forces be drawn into
this all-against-all conflict. I think thisis
whatis goingonthere."Herecalled thatthe
conflictin Afghanistan hasbeen smoldering
for decades. "The former Soviet Union has
itsown experience in that country. We have
learned thelesson,” Putin said.

Iran's naval fleetin
Atlantic Ocean challenges

Americans: Commander
Deputy commander of the Islamic Republic of
Iran Navy said on Tuesday thatduring the past
recentmonths we havebeen witnessesto the
Islamic RepublicofIran Navy’s presence in
the Atlantic Oceanthatis quite prominentand
ithasmanaged to challenge the Americans.
Rear Admiral Hamzeh Kaviani who was
speaking on the sidelines of the opening
ceremony of araceamongthe Navy ships of
Iranand the Caspian Sealittoral countries, the
Sea Cup, in Bandar Anzalinorthern Iranian
portsaid: Today the mighty Iranian Navy is
notonly the guardian oftheregional peaceand
stability, butalsoithasastrongpresencein
thesouthernseas, inthe northernpartsofthe
Indian Oceanand inthe otherinternational
waters, and the mighty [ranian Navy and IRGC
Navy have appeared mightilyintheregion.
“Wearenow presentinthe North Sea, the Gulf
ofFinland, and by the side of the Russian Navy,
andthisisprovingour strength and grandeur
insuchregions asthe Mediterranean Seato
thewholeworld,” headded.

The deputy commander of the Islamic
Republicoflran Navy added that presently the
Iranian Navyis passing through the Suez Canal
and Iran has proved thatthe usurper Zionist
regime officials’ claimsare allnull and void.

report

Qatari officials are warning their American counterparts
thatthe situation at US facilities, where thousands of Afghan

evacueesarebeinghoused.

Tens ofthousands of Americans, Afghans and other foreigners
have been evacuated from Kabul's international airportto US
militaryinstallationsin Qatar,akey US partnerin West Asia that
hasreceived publicshout-outs from President]oe Bidenand his

[ s
Qatar warns US of crises at bases housing Afghans:

"aware" of issues, but "worked quickly toimprove" them. <
PHOTO: AU.S. Air Force Airman guides evacuees towarda U.S. §

Air Force C-17 plane during evacuations from Hamid Karzai %

International Airportin Afghanistan, Aug.24,2021.
In meetings, Monday, Qatar Foreign Ministry officials were
expressing concernsabout "deteriorating health and security
conditions" and over-crowdingat Al Udeid Air Base and Camp

Khalifa
Jassim al Kuwari, Qatar's

top officials.

But privately, Qatari officials are warning their American
counterparts thatthe situation at USfacilities, where thousands
of Afghan evacueesare beinghoused, is growing more dire,
accordingtoaninternal State Departmentreportobtained by

ABCNews.

Some Afghansand Americans who have been housed at the
bases have spoken publiclyaboutthe lack of space, food, and
water or facilities. But the urgent warnings from Qatari officials
to their American counterparts speak to how thin-stretched
facilities have become -- and the risks that it entails, including

forhuman trafficking.

Asked about conditions on Tuesday, White House press
secretary Jen Psaki told reporters the administration was

As Sayliyah, according to the internal report.In particular,
Lolwah al Khater, a Qatari assistant foreign minister, told US
Ambassador]ohn Desrocherthatbothbases "had hitmaximum
capacity tohouseinasafe and secure manner" and warned of
"growing crises" ateach.Both Qataribasesinclude US military
installations thatare hostingthousands of evacuees, although
the pressure on them has decreased in recent days as more
USalliesacceptevacuation flights, especially Germany.Qatari

officials were especially concerned about AlUdeid's "ill-famed
‘Afghanhangar;" accordingto the internal report, which houses
some 4,500 Afghans. Thereare another 4,000 Afghansat Camp
As Sayliyah, where the Qatari officials warned there were
"increased tensionsamongthe Afghan population,”according

tothereport, which provided no other details.

foreignaid and development chief,also "doubted that the
USG (U.S.government) had sufficient personnel, food, medicine
at CAS (Camp As Sayliyah) to care properly for Afghans there,"
thereportsaid he told U.S. officials.The U.S. facility there lacks
sufficient toilets and basic sanitation, the Qatari officials told
their American counterparts. In fact, Qatar's Red Crescent
Societyhad already provided mobile shower trucks and hygiene
kitsinrecent days to help address the desperate needs, and
its Ministry of Foreign Affairs arranged for cleaning services.
Al Khater told US officials there was a "danger of human
traffickingin such circumstances and highlighted the cases of
unaccompanied minors coming from Kabul," according to the
internalreport.



Afghanistan faces
humanitarian crisis

Berlinready to coop. with Iranon Afghan

refugees

The German Chancellorannounced Berlin's readiness to work with Iranand
Pakistan to facilitate the affairs of Afghan refugees.Talks between leaders of
the Group of Seven industrialized nations on Afghanistan did notlead toan
extension ofthe Aug. 31 deadline forevacuations from Kabul, German Chancellor

Angela Merkelsaid on Tuesday, Reutersreported.“The conference hasnotresulted
innew dates (on the end of the evacuation mission),” Merkel told reporters after the virtual

meetingofleaders.Sheadded thatthere wereintensive discussions on whetheracivilian-operated

30000Rials airportcould be used after that deadline and that Germany was ready to work with countries
iy 4 hursday,August 26 , 2021 neighboring Afghanistan, such as Pakistan and Iran, to help refugees.
No. 855
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as airlift deadline Nasrallahto
looms deliverspeech

onSecond
Liberation anniv.

Qatarwarns US of
crises atbases housing
Afghans: report

Iran, Afghanistan
trade returns to
normal condition o

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

Hezbollah Secretary
General Seyyed Hassan
Nasrallahisscheduled
todeliveraspeechon
Friday, on the occasion
of the anniversary of
the Second Liberation
of Lebanon.According
to Lebanese media, the
speechwillbe delivered
onthe occasion ofthe
fourth anniversary of

05:09:40 the liberation of the
Noon call to prayer: Lebanese highlands,
13:05:05 k.nown.as 't'he"Second
Eveni Hiokidvet! Liberation".
Mot AT Accordingtothereport,

19:53:39

WEATHER

High:38°c

Low:16°c

Nasrallah will deliver
the speech at 20:30
local time.Seyyed
Hassan Nasrallah
is also scheduled to
address a series of
domestic, regional,
and international
developments during
thespeech.

Efforts by Iranians in US, Canada to
provide COVIDI19-vaccine

All Uninvited Foreign Forces Must Leave Syria: Iran’s
UN Envoy

Iran’s deputy ambassador to the United Nations stressed

thatalluninvited foreign forces mustleave Syria without

any precondition and delay in order to create conducive

grounds for ending the conflictin the Arab country.

Ambassador and Deputy Permanent
Representative of Iran to the United Nations,
ZahraErshadi, delivered aspeechtoameeting
ofthe United Nations Security Councilon “The
situationin the Middle East (Syria - Political
and Humanitarian)” on Tuesday.

Inher address, the Iranian envoy called for
the immediate withdrawal of uninvited
foreign troops from Syria, confrontation with
the terroristgroups, an end to the sanctions
against Syria, and the UN’saction to force the
Israeliregime to end its aggressions against
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Syria.
The following is the text of her speech,
released by IRNA:

“Werecallresolution 2585 through which the
Security Council has called upon all Member
States to respond with practical steps to
addresstheurgentneedsofthe Syrian people.
It is essential that the Council has also
recognized thathumanitarian activitiesare
broaderthansolelyaddressingtheimmediate
needs ofthe affected population and should
include supportto essential services through
water, sanitation, health, education, and
shelter earlyrecovery projects.

Given that the imposition of unlawful
unilateral sanctions against Syria by
certain countriesis one of the major causes
ofthe current humanitarian situationin
that country, the Council, by using the term
‘practical steps’, is literally calling, though
implicitly, for the removal of such sanctions,
atleastinareasrelatedto ‘early recovery
projects’.

Yet, this call must not be misconstrued as
ifsanctionsimposed on other sectors are
acceptable orassisting Syriain otherareas
particularly reconstruction efforts areless
important.

As resolution 2585 is the result of a

compromise, including by main countries
imposing such sanctions, we urge them to
honor their promises, take their obligations
under thatresolution seriously,and remove,
immediately and fully, all unlawful sanctions
against Syria.

Inasituation thathasbeen described by
the Council as a ‘complex humanitarian
emergency’, removing unilateral sanctions
areessentialalso duetothe factthatsanctions
seriously undermine the efficiency of
humanitarian operationsin Syria conducted
by the United Nations and international non-
governmental organizations.

As most of the humanitarian operations
are carried out from inside Syria, in line
with the call by resolution 2585, cross-line
humanitarian assistance mustbe improved.
This can be done including through a
substantialincrease inallocated assistance
and ensuring thatthey are commensurate
with the size of populationliving in areas
covered by such operations.

Likewise, we positively note requesting
the Secretary-General to provide areport
containing detailed information on the cross-
border operations,including the distribution
mechanism, operating partners, and the
volume and nature of items delivered.

This must lead to addressing one of the
missing pointsin cross-border humanitarian
assistance, namely thelack of transparency.
Inany case, cross-border mechanism must
beused in fullaccordance with the United
Nations guiding principles of humanitarian
emergency assistance and it must be
guaranteed thatthis mechanismisnotused,
directly orindirectly, for lending any support
toterroristgroupsinside Syria.

The full, effective and good-faith
implementation ofresolution 2585, beyond
addressingthe urgenthumanitarian needs
of the Syrian people, can have positive
implications on other areas, leading to
depoliticization ofhumanitarian assistance
and creating certain level of trust and
confidence, whichisrequired for further
cooperation towards peaceful settlement of
this crisis.

US, China Accuse Each Other of"'Bullying"

Nations

US Vice President Kamala Harris on Wednesday

again charged China with bullyingits Southeast Asian

neighbors, the second time in two days she has attacked

Beijingduringaregional visitaimed atcountering China's

growinginfluence.

Earlier on Wednesday, Chinese state media
accused Harris of seeking to drive awedge
between Chinaand Southeast Asian nations
with commentsin Singapore that Beijing
used coercionand intimidation to backits
unlawful South China Sea claims.

Speaking in Hanoi on Wednesday, Harris
said there wasaneedtoincrease pressure
on Beijing overits maritime claims.

"We need to find ways to pressure, raise
the pressure...on Beijing to abide by the
United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea, and to challenge, its bullying and
excessive maritime claims," said Harris
duringameetingwith Vietnamese President
Nguyen Xuan Phuc, Reutersreported.
China, Vietnam, Brunei, Malaysia, the
Philippines and Taiwan, lay claim to parts
ofthe South China Sea, which is crossed by
vital shippinglanes and contains gas fields
andrich fishing grounds.
Chinahasestablished military outposts on
artificialislands in the South China Seaand
objects to foreign warships sailing through
whatitclaimsisits sovereign waters.

The USNavyregularly conducts "freedom of
navigation" operations through the disputed
waters, which China objects to, saying they
donothelp promote peace or stability.In
2016, the Hague-based Permanent Courtof
Arbitrationruled against China's claim, but
Beijinghasrejected the ruling.

"While pointing a finger at China and
accusingitof'coercion'and 'intimidation’,
Harris willfullyignored her own hypocrisyin
attemptingto coerceand intimidate regional
countries tojoin Washingtoninits scheme
to contain China," the state run China Daily
saidinan editorial responding to Harris's
commentsin Singapore.

Harris's Singapore speech was abaseless

attackon China, the editorial said. "Itseems
thatthe United States' only commitment
to Southeast Asiaisits dedicated efforts to
driveawedge between the Southeast Asian
nationsand China,"itadded.

The USadministration has called rivalry
with China "the biggest geopolitical test"
of the century and Southeast Asia has
seenaseries of high-profile visits by top
administration officials, including Secretary
of Defense Lloyd Austin, who visited Hanoi
inlate July.

Harris's arrival in Hanoi was delayed on
Tuesday after the US Embassy in Vietnam
saidithad detected an "anomalous health
incident", potentially related to the
mysterious Havana Syndrome.

Duringthe delay, Vietnam's Prime Minister
Pham Minh Chinhand China'sambassador
toVietnam held a previously unannounced
meeting, during which Chinh said Vietnam
doesnottake sidesin foreign policy. The
Chinese ambassador promised adonation
of 2 million COVID-19 vaccines during the
meeting.Chinais Vietnam'slargesttrading
partner and Vietnam is heavily reliant on
materials and equipment from China for
its manufacturingactivities.Their ruling
Communist Parties maintain close ties, but
Vietnam and China have been embroiled
inalongstanding dispute over maritime
claimsinthe South China Sea, known as
the EastSeain Vietnam.The tensions have
propelled Vietnaminto being one of the most
vocal opponents of Beijing's claims in the
disputed waterway and Hanoi has received
USmilitary hardware, including coastguard
cutters.

Ties between Hanoiand Washington have
grown closer more than four decades after
the Vietnam Warended in 1975, although
Washington hassaid there are limits to the
relationship until Hanoi makes progresson
humanrights.Analysts say Vietnam wants
toupgradeits diplomaticrelationship with
the United Statestoa "strategic partnership”
butis concerned such amove would anger
Beijing.
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