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Infrastructure
improvement required for
trading with neighbors

The head of Iran-Russia Commerce
Chamber said that Iran needs to improve
itsinfrastructure in order for trading with
neighbors.

Inaninterview with IRNA, Hadi Tizhoush
Taban said thatthe highestshare of foreign
tradeinthe world is done with neighboring
countries because the nearness decreases
shipping distance and time, which leads to
reductionintrade costsand cheaper products.
Precise schedule for maritime and aerial
transportation and reduced regulation in
trading can facilitate foreigntradeand improve
infrastructure,accordingto Tizhoush.
Heunderlined that member states Eurasian
EconomicUnion (EAEU) have great capacity
for trade and Iran can meet many of their
demands, butitneedstostickto commitments
and update decisions.

Tizhoush criticized that banning export of
certain goods without prior notice would
hurtforeign companies’ confidenceinIranian
exporters.

Iranhas exported 258 million dollars ofgoods
to Eurasian countriesinthe second quarter
0f2021 andimported 347 million dollars of
goodsinthisperiod.

Russiahasthe greatestshareinIran’s trade
with Eurasia with 135 million dollars in
exported goods.

Armeniawith 60 million dollars, Kazakhstan
with 38 million dollars, Kyrgyzstan with 18
million dollars, and Belarus with 5 million
dollarsareinthe nextplacesinlIran’s export
destinationsin Eurasia.

Fruits, pistachio, plastic material, vegetation,
castiron,ironand steel have been the main
exported goods.

Eurasia; pathleading
to Iran's export
development

The adviser on international affairs and
trade agreements of the Trade Promotion
Organization of Iran called Eurasiaasapath
forIran's exportdevelopmentand access to
global markets.

Mirhadi Sayyeddi, Advisor on International
Affairsand Trade Agreements of the Trade
Promotion Organization of Iran, said "One
ofthe benefits of trading with the Eurasian
Economic Union member statesisincreasing
share of exports and gainingaccess to global
markets through these countries."

Sayyedi added: "After the signing of the
preferential agreement,importsand exports
between the Eurasian Economic Union
member statesand Iran have been facilitated.”
Referring to the 80 million population of
the Eurasian Economic Union in Iran's
neighboring countries, the official said:
"These countries, with more than $300 billion
ofimports, are major economic hubs that
canberegarded as major markets for Iran's
manufactured goods."

Statistics show thatin the first quarter of the
currentyear, Iran exported $258 million worth
ofgoodsto Eurasiaand imported $347 million
worth of commodities from these countries.
Russia, Kazakhstan, Belarus, Armenia and
Kyrgyzstan are five members of the Eurasian
EconomicUnion.
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Iranoil minister candidate releases future

plans

Javad Owji, whois PresidentRaisi’s suggested

candidate for the Oil Ministry, hasreleased a

comprehensive program for the development

ofthe country’soiland gasindustry during his

tenure, Shanareported.

The published plan
%ﬂ]jw is comprised of five
separate sections
ISFAHAN including an
N E W s introduction,some

NEWS documentsrelated
_EEEM  totheoilindustry’s
upstream sector,
major challenges facing
the oil industry, urgent
measures to be taken
inthe oil industry, and
finally strategic steps
based on the industry
priorities.
“Factors affecting the oil
industry thatare closely
related to each other can
be classified as executive
and organizational,
economic, legal,
political, technical
and environmental,
all of which should be
addressed properly,”
Owjihassaidinhisplan’s
introduction section.
"By reforming the
structure and insights,
the oilindustry can play
an important role in
improving the business
environment for real
economicentrepreneurs
and attractinginvestors,”’
the candidate hassaid.
One ofthe main pillars of
achievingthe goals ofthe
Oil Ministry is to focus
on implementing the

policies of the resilient
economy, paying special
attention to the fight
against corruption,
reforming procedures
and structures in line
withthe general policies
of Article 44 and with
emphasis on downsizing
and reducing
governmentownership,
theintroductionread.

The official  had
previously underlined
the establishment of
strong diplomacy and
bolsteringinternational
relations as a major
priority for the Oil
Ministry if he takes
office.Paying special
attention to diplomacy
with afocusontrading
oil, gas, petrochemical
products, and export
of  technical and
engineering services,
interacting with
neighboring countries
to reduce tariffs and
find suitable solutions

are the major axis ofhis
international agenda.

Moreover, Owji has said
hewillbe deeply focused
onexpandingbilateral or
multilateral agreements
with target countries by
tapping the capacities
of international and
regional organizations,
including the
Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC),
the Gas Exporting
Countries Forum, etc.
The official is also
cognizant of modifying
the consumption pattern
of gas and oil products
using Articles12and 13
ofthe Law on Removing
Barriersto Production.
Development and
implementation  of
energy diplomacy
document in
cooperation with
relevant institutions,
maintaining and
increasing Iran's

status in OPEC, and
expanding cooperation
with neighboring
countries, the Persian
Gulf nations, and the
Caspian Sea countries in
the field of exploration,
production, and joint
venture capital are
otherareasthat Owji's
team will be specially
focused uponduringhis
tenure as the Iranian Oil
Minister under Ebrahim
Raeisi’sadministration.
Encouraging foreign
investmentforexportsin
themidand downstream
sectorsandincreasing
the exportofpetroleum
products toneighboring
countries, as well as
ensuringactive support
for boosting export
of technology and
engineering services of
Iranian companies to
neighboring countries
are other areas of
attention for the
candidate.

10,000 taxies tobe
renovated in'Tehran
provincein 1.9 years

Asannounced by the managingdirector
of Tehran Omid Karafarini Fund, 10,000
taxies will be renovated in Tehran
province by thenext1.5 years.

Farhad Hakim-Nia said the taxies will
berenovated through nine trillionrials
(about$214.2 million) ofinvestment.
He said that this fund was established
to supportapplicants for facilities that

donotfallinto the defined categories of
banklending.
Backin March, Iranian Planning and
Budget Organization (PBO) and Tehran
municipality had signed amemorandum
ofunderstanding (MOU) for renovating
31subwaytrainsand 10,000 publictaxis.
The MOU was signed by the former PBO
Head Mohammad-Bager Nobakhtand
Tehran Mayor Pirouz Hanachi.

Asreported, over 100 trillion rials (about
$2.3 billion) is allocated only for the
renovation of the mentioned 10,000
taxis.

railway fleet.

June 2020.

On the same day, Tehran Urban and
Suburban Railway Operation Company
alsosigned an MOU with Tehran Wagon
Company for cooperationin building
105 wagons for the capital city’s urban

Tehran municipality had previously
signed an MOU with Iran Khodro car
manufacturing company to meet partof
thetransportfleet’sneed for 3,000 buses.
“Tehran needs 3,000 buses toreduce
waiting times atstops so thatwe will try
toachieve this goal”,Hanachihad said in
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The products were exported

the zone

Commodities worth over $76m exported
from Anzali Free Zone
Productsworth $76.67 million
were exported from Anzali
Free Zone in north of Iran
duringthe firstfour months of
the currentIranian calendar
year (March21-July22).
Asreported, during the first
four months of this year,
exports of the products
produced in
amounted to $4.43 million,
and among the exported
items, chemical and cellulose
products, and industrial
machinery had the largest
share.

tolrag, Eurasiaand the Persian
Gulflittoral states.

The managing director of
AnzaliFree Zone Organization
has put the value of export
andre-exportfrom thiszone
at$188.7 millionin the past
Iranian calendaryear (ended
onMarch20).

Ali Osat Akbarisaid products
worth $168.9 million were
re-exported fromthezonein
the previousyear,and named
chemical products, wood,
industrial machinery, and

agricultural products as the

mainre-exported goods.
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Iranmay
need to
import
wheatas

droughtcuts

harvest
Secretary of the
Iranian Parliament’s
Agriculture
Committee has said
the countryisgoingto
needtoimportwheat
inthe currentlranian
calendaryear (started
on March 21), since
severe drought has
significantly reduced
the production ofthe
strategiccrop.
“Although our
strategicwheatstocks
are currentlyin good
condition,itmustbe
putontheagendato
meetthe futureneeds
through imports,”
Zabihollah Azamitold
IRNA on Friday.
According to the
Agriculture Ministry
data,sofar4,463,000
tons of wheat have
been purchased
from farmers, which
is expected toreach
a maximum of
4,600,000 tons, Azami
said, addingthat this
year’s production is
significantly lower
thanthepreviousyear.
The official further
put the country’s
minimum demand for
wheatin the current
yearatsixmilliontons
and stressed: “latest
statistics show that
the countrymayneed
toimporteightmillion
tons of wheat this
year”
Inrecentyears, due
to self-sufficiency in
wheat production
and the supply of this
strategic product by
domestic farmers,
wheatimports have
beenbanned.

Iran’s wheat
production exceeded
14 million tons in
the previous Iranian
calendaryear1399.
Over the past few
years, the Agriculture
Ministry has been
implementing
several programs
forimproving wheat
production in the
country.

Providing seed,
pesticides, expert
consultations, and
technical supervision,
as well as damage
control programs
like weed control,
havebeenamongthe
ministry’s programs
for boosting wheat
production.
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UK efforts
to blackmail
Irannever
goingto
work:
Deputy FM
In reaction to Boris
Johnson'slatesttweet,
Abbas Araghchi said
that the UK tries
to blackmail Iran
by taking its own
money which has
beenillegally kept for
more than 40 years
hostage in exchange
forprisoners.

Addressing the
UK Prime Minister

Boris Johnson,
Iranian Deputy
Foreign  Minister

for Political Affairs
Abbas Araghchi in
atweeton Saturday
morning wrote, "UK
tries to blackmail
Iran by taking our
OWN money-illegally
kept for more than
40 years- hostage
in exchange for
prisoners."
"Thisisnever going
towork. We still have
adeal. Time for UK to
dorightthingand stop
letting US sabotage
humanitarian
exchange,"headded.
Araghchi's tweet
cameas BorisJohnson
inatweeton Friday
demandedtherelease
of one of the security
convicts. "On the
fourth anniversary of
Anoosheh Ashoori’s
wrongful detention
inlran, I reiterate my
callforIrantodothe
rightthingandrelease
him immediately.
Anoosheh and
the other British
nationals unjustly
imprisoned in Iran
mustbeabletoreturn
totheir familiesin the
UK."

Earlier, Araghchialso
reacted to the tweet
of the UK Foreign
Secretary Dominic
Raab in which he
called for therelease
of Ashoori and
other dual-national
prisoners. "Sec @
dominicraab, You
know better than
anybody else that
deal for release of
10 prisoners-incl
Anoosheh Ashoori-
was concluded weeks
agobutyourfriendsin
DCfrozeit."
"Ashooriand 9 more
are taken hostage by
US for political goals.
Hope you'll explain
this to your own
people,"headded.

Yemen shoots down US spydrone

The Yemeni Army announced thatithas shot down a US spy drone with a surface-to-air
missilein Marib province.

The Spokesman for Yemen Armed Forces Brigadier General Yahya Saree announced Saturday
thatthe Yemeniarmywasable to shootdown a US spy dronein the province of Marib.
Theair defence shotdown the US Scan Eagle spy drone with a surface-to-air missile, Saree
wroteinhis Twitteraccount.

According to Saree, the drone was conducting a hostile operation in the airspace of the
"Madghal" areain Marib province.

Sareeadded thatthe operation hasbeenrecorded and that photos ofthe UAV would be
released soon.

Lastmonth, the Yemeni Army shotdown a US Scan Eagle drone in the Al-Mashjah area of
Marib province with a surface-to-air missile.

Iran foreign minister-designate:
Negotiating with US nota taboo

Taliban likely to besiege Kabul in next 72 hours:

report

Following the escalation of the Taliban's advance, some reports indicated that
accordingtointelligence assessments, the Afghan capital of Kabul would be under
siege by the Taliban for the next 72 hours.

Anewintelligence assessmentindicates that Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan, will be
besieged by the Taliban within a weekand mostlikely within the next 72 hours, CNN
quoted adiplomaticsource as saying.

Thesourceadded, of course, thatthis would notmean the Taliban's entering Kabul.
According to CNN, the US Embassy in Kabulis instructing personnel to destroy
sensitive materialsas well asitems "which could be misused in propaganda efforts".
Adiplomaticsource told CNN thatthe situationin Afghanistan hasbecomea challenge
and plans fora US presence in Afghanistan are changing every minute.
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Hossein Amir-Abdollahian, is the only

minister in President Ebrahim Raisi's

proposed cabinetwho has started his work

even before being officially nominated as

the next Foreign Minister.

Heheldatwo-hour-

=

long meeting with
|SFAHAN EU'srepresentative
N E w s Enrique Mora

after Raisi's

NEWS inauguration last
—m week to convince
he EU diplomatthatIran
isadamanttoreturntothe

2015 nuclear deal with

Nasrallah calls peace with

Israeliregime'Haram'

Stating that peace with Israelisisirrational and
inhuman, Secretary-General of the Lebanese
Hezbollah Resistance Movement called peace with
thelsraeliregime 'Haram'.

Emphasizingthe importance of responsibility and
conscientiousnessin differentsituations, Seyyed
Hassan Nasrallahinaspeech on the 5th night of
Muharramsaid, "Thereisno doubtthat Hezbollah
todayisthelargestLebanese party,and thisispositive,
butitentailsresponsibilities. After nearly 30 years of
myresponsibility in this path, [know very well the
heaviness oftheresponsibility."

"Some presentthesituationasififwedidn'tcarrythe
sword for the sake of fuel, this means that we have

world powers.
Amir-Abdollahian is a
career diplomat whose
previous positions at
the Foreign Ministry
were deputy foreign
minister for Arab and
African Affairs,and Iran's
ambassador to Oman in
2016.

However, he refused
to goto Musqat and had
to move on and join the
Iranian Parliament as
international affairs
adviserto Majles Speaker
Ali Larijani and his
successor Mohammad
Bagher Ghalibaf.
Amir-Abdollahian is
known to be an advocate
oflran's Supreme Leader's
"Looking East" policyand

Iran's 25-year pact with
China.
Amir-Abdollahian
recently posted his
pictureinameeting with
US officials at Baghdad's
GreenZone on Twitter and
asserted that"Negotiating
with the United States s
notataboo."

He said he has been
in direct talks with
Americans in Baghdad
three times. "Negotiating
with America is not
a problem. What is a
problem is America's
arrogant behavior," he
said.

According to a recent
report, the two most
urgent topics on Amir

returningto the JCPOAand
restoring Iran's ties with
Saudi Arabia.

Amir Abdollahianbelieves
"no changes will happen
inthe Middle Eastbefore
relations with the United
States are put in good

shape."
Amir Abdollahian, 57,
studied international

relationsinIran and has
writtenabookabout Syria
entitled: "The Dawn of

Levant."
He fails to mend ties with
Washington, because

mostregional countries
are politically aligned with
the United States.

Iranian political analyst
Ali Bigdelialso said also
concurred that Amir

Abdollahian has never
been a powerful nuclear
negotiator although he
was brieflyinvolved in the
JCPOA talks.
Bigdelistressed thathe
will have no success in
this areaif Tehran’s and
Washington'sattitudesin
the Viennatalkstorestore
JCPOA donotchange.

Yet another analyst
Abdolreza Faraji said that
Amir-Abdollahian will
have to play akey partin
reducing tensionsin the
region.

He added that Iraq's
initiative to mediate
between Iran and Saudi
Arabiaworks, thiswillalso
be counted asasuccess for
Amir Abdollahian.

Abdollahian'sagendaare

Anti-Settlement
Palestinian Protesters
Attacked by Israeli Forces
in West Bank

Palestinian protesters who took to the
streets in the occupied West Bank to
condemn the Israeli regime’s Illegal
settlementactivities were attacked by the
regime’s forces.

Israeli forces attacked Palestinian
worshipers at the al-Haram al-Ibrahimi
(Ibrahimi Mosque) in the city of al-Khalil
(Hebron) on Friday, using stun grenades
andtear gas, leaving scores of them suffering
from breathing difficulties due to inhaling
tear gas.

Palestinians performed Friday noon prayer
atthe Ibrahimi Mosque after the Palestinian

Ministry of Endowments (Awqaf) called on
people to gather there to protectthe holy
site from Israeli seizure plans.To the south
of al-Khalil, dozens of Palestinians were
injured when Israeliforces dispersed anti-
settlement protestersin Yatta City.

The Palestinians were banned by the forces
fromperforming Friday prayersinthe Umm
al-Shaghan village, which is threatened
with Israeliseizure, in Yatta.Israelitroops
alsoarrested five Palestinians and a pro-
Palestine foreign activistduring the attack.
Clashesalso continued between the [sraeli
troopsand Palestinian protestersin the
flashpoint town of Beita, south of Nablus,
onFriday.

The Palestine Red Crescent ambulance
service said a Palestinian was hitby a tear
gascanister.

Since May, the town has seen intensified

clashes between Israeli forces and
Palestinians protestingagainstasettlement
outpostthathasbeenrecently established
on Sobeih Mountain by settlers under the
protection of Israeliforces.

Tothe eastof Nablus, five Palestinians were
hitbyrubberbullets fired by Israeli troops
ataweekly anti-settlement protestin the
village of Beit Dajan on Friday.The Israeli
forcesalsoused sound bombsand tear gas
againstthe demonstrators.

For several months, Beit Dajan has been
witnessing clashes every Friday between
Israelitroops and Palestinians protesting
againstthe Israeli seizure of Palestinian
land for the expansion of settlements.
Meanwhile, [sraelitroops attacked aweekly
anti-settlement protestin Kafr Qaddum, east
of Qalqilya City, using tear gasand rubber
bullets.

abandonedImamHussein [PBUH]! Thisisnotcorrect,’
headded."Thereare those who criticizeand havea
differentassessment. We have to discuss and guide
them,and thisis ourresponsibility, nottoattack the
criticsandlosethem.”

"One of the forms of the confrontation is to take
theinitiative to explain,communicate and clarify,"
Nasrallahnoted.

Hezbollah Leaderstressed, "Peace with the Israeli
regimeis 'Haram'because youare renouncing the
land owned by the Palestinian peoplein favor ofthe
occupiers; Thisisanirrationaland inhuman peace."

‘Afghanistan I's Spinning Out
of Control’, UN Chief'Warns

The Taliban captured provincial capitals Qalat,
Terenkot, Pul-e-Alam, Feruz Koh, Qal-e-Naw and
Lashkar Gahin Afghanistan, hours after capturing
Heratand Kandahar cities. In his firstappeal to the
group, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
urged the Taliban toimmediately halt the offensive
and negotiate “in good faith” to avertaprolonged
civilwar.“This is the moment to halt the offensive.
Thisisthemomenttostartseriousnegotiation. This
isthemomentto avoid a prolonged civil war or the
isolation of Afghanistan,” Guterres said ata press
conference."Afghanistanis spinningoutof control,”
Guterres said. “Continued urban conflict willmean
continued carnage - with civilians paying the highest
price.’"Meanwhilethe USand European countriesare
evacuating their embassy staffas the Talibaninch
closertothe country’s capital, Kabul.

Violence hasbeen surging across the war-torn
country as provincial capitals fall to the Taliban one
afteranother quickly as they press ahead with their
offensiveacross Afghanistan.On Thursday, Afghan
governmentnegotiatorsin Qatar offered the Taliban
apower-sharingdealinreturn foranendtofighting
amid the militants' rapid advances across the war-
torn country.The Taliban, however, have reiterated
thatthey would notparticipatein any government
shared with the Afghan government.

Venezuelan Gov’t, Opposition Sign Memorandum to

Seek Resolution of Crisis: Reports

The Venezuelan governmentand the political opposition
have signed amemorandum to seekaresolutionin the
ongoing political crisis in the country, the VTV state-run

broadcasterreported.

On Friday, the Venezuelan governmentand its political
oppositionlaunched negotiationsin Mexico City, mediated

by Norway.

"Today, we express commitment to the search for
agreements onall the points ofthe setagenda,” the head
ofthe opposition delegation, Gerardo Blyde, said while
signingthe document, Sputnikreported.

The agenda ofthe negotiationsincludes ensuring political
rights for all Venezuelan citizens, aschedule for elections,
thelifting ofinternational sanctions against Venezuela,
andresumingtherights of various political groups.

social commitments.

The parties pointed outthe desire to respect constitutional
order, politicaland social coexistence,adenial of violence,
aprotection ofthe national economy and guarantees of

"The currentcrisisin Venezuela can be resolved only by
the political actors of this country while the outcome of the
negotiations will fully depend on the parties' commitment
and political will," Norwegian diplomat Dag Halvor
Nylander, who mediates the talks, said.

Thehead ofthe governmentdelegation and speaker ofthe
National Assembly, Jorge Rodriguez, expressed hope that
the partieswould reach an agreementduring the talks.
Venezuela haslong suffered from a humanitarian and
political crisis thatintensified in January 2019 when,
after disputing President Nicolas Maduro's re-election,

opposition
leader Juan Guaido declared
himselfthe country'sinterim president. The United States
and some other countries have recognized Guaido. A
number of other nations, including Russiaand China, have
said theyrecognize Maduro as the legitimate president of
Venezuela.




UK Trying to Blackmail Iran by Tying Frozen Money to

Prisoner Case, Araqchi Says

Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas Araqchihitbackatthe UK prime minister
forpressuring Tehran torelease convicted prisoners,saying London has taken

[ran’sown moneyhostage in exchange forinmates.

“UKtriestoblackmail [ran by taking our OWN money- illegally kept for more than

40 years-hostage in exchange for prisoners,” Araqchisaid ina tweet on Saturday,

responding to amessage from UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson who has urged Iran torelease

Anoosheh Ashoori,adual citizen convicted of espionage in Iran.“This is never going to work,”
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Taliban, CNNreported.
Atthesametime,local
Afghanmediareported
thatacolumn ofsmoke
hadrisenfrominside
the Canadian embassy
in Kabul.The smokes
may have been caused
by the burning of the
embassy's confidential
documentsinKabul.

30000Rials Araqchiunderlined.“We still have adeal. Time for UK to do rightthingand stopletting USto
Sunday ,August 15, 2021, sabotage humanitarian exchange,” the Iranian deputy ministeradded.
No. 850

Iran foreign minister-designate:
Negotiating with US nota taboo

US Forest Service in Crisis Mode As Wildfires
Ravage American West

The US Forest Service said Friday it's operating in crisis

mode, fully deploying firefighters and maxing outits

supportsystem aswildfires continue to break outacrossthe

US West, threatening thousands ofhomes and entire towns.

The roughly 21,000 federal firefighters
workingonthegroundismorethandoublethe
number of firefighters sent to contain forest
fires atthis time ayear ago, and the agency
is facing “critical resources limitations,”
said Anthony Scardina, a deputy forester for
the agency's Pacific Southwestregion, AP
reported.

An estimated 6,170 firefighters alone are
battling the Dixie Firein Northern California,
thelargestof 100 large firesburningin 14
states, with dozens more burningin western
Canada.

The fire began amonth ago and has destroyed
morethan 1,000 homes, businessesand other
structures, much of itin the small town of
Greenvilleinthenorthern SierraNevada.
The fire had ravaged more than 800 square
miles (well over 2,000 square kilometers) —
anarealarger than the city of London — and
continued tothreaten morethanadozenrural
and forest communities.

Containmentlines for the fire held overnight,
butitwasjust31% surrounded. Gusty and
erraticwinds were threateningto spread the
fire to Westwood, alumber town of 1,700.
Lightning could sparknew blazes even as
crews try tosurround anumber of other forest
firesignited by lightninglastmonth.

"Mother nature justkind of keeps throwing
us obstacles our way," said Edwin Zuniga, a
spokesman with the California Department
of Forestry and Fire Protection, working
together with the Forest Service to tamp out
theblaze.

Meanwhile, firefighters and residents were
scrambling to save hundreds of homes as
flamesadvanceacross the Northern Cheyenne
Indian Reservationin southeastern Montana.
The blaze was still burning near the tribal
headquarters town of Lame Deer, where a
mandatoryevacuationremainedinplaceanda

second fire was threatening from the opposite
direction.

Smoke from the blazes grew so thick Friday
morning thatthe health clinicin Lame Deer
was shut down after its air filters could
not keep up with the pollution, Northern
Cheyenne Tribe Spokesperson Angel Becker
said.

Smoke droveair pollutionlevels to unhealthy
or very unhealthy levels in portions of
Montana, Idaho, Oregon Washington
and Northern California, according to
Environmental Protection Agency air quality
monitoring.

Anair quality alert covering seven Montana
counties warned of extremely high levels
of small pollution particles found in smoke,
which can cause lungissues and other health
problemsifinhaled.

The fires near Lame Deer combined have
burned 275 square miles (710 square
kilometers) this week, so far sparinghomes
but causing extensive damage to pasturelands
thatranchers depend onto feed their cows
and horses.

Gusts and low humidity were creating
extremely dangerous conditions as flames
devoured brush, short grass and timber, fire
officials said.

Hot, dryweatherwith strongafternoon winds
also propelled several fires in Washington
state, and similar weather was expected into
the weekend, fire officials said.

In southeastern Oregon, two new wildfires
started by lightning Thursday near the
Californiaborder were spreading through
junipertrees, sagebrush and evergreentrees.
Gov. Kate Brown declared an emergency
for one of the fires to mobilize crews and
otherresourcestothe areaofranches, rural
subdivisionsand RV parksabout 14 miles (23
kilometers) from the small town of Lakeview.
Theblaze grew fromalightning striketo 11
square miles (28 square kilometers) inless
than 24 hours, said Tamara Schmidt,a US
ForestService spokeswoman.

Authorities Thursday evening ordered the
evacuation ofan RV parkthatstoodinthe path
ofthe Oregon's Patton Meadow Fire.

Sydney Lockdown Fines Raised As Australia
Faces‘Worst’ COVIDI19-Situation

Australia will increase fines to people breaching

lockdown rulesin the state of New South Wales as it

battlesarecordjumpinlocal COVID19-infections and

Sydney, the state capital, headsinto its eighth week of

lockdown, officials said on Saturday.

Locally transmitted infectionsjumped by 466
over the previous 24 hours in the country’s
most populous state, where police will fine
peopleupto A$5,000 ($3,700) “on the spot”
forbreachingstay-at-home orders or forlying
to contract-tracing officials, said state Premier
Gladys Berejiklian, Reutersreported.
“Wehavetoacceptthatthisistheworstsituation
New South Waleshasbeenin since day one. And
it'salsoregrettably, because of that, the worst
situation Australia’sbeenin,” Berejiklian said.
As the situation escalates, it is becoming
increasingly unlikely Sydney will end its nine-
weeklockdown on Aug. 28 asoriginally planned.
Authoritieshad been talkingabouteasingsome
restrictionsifenough peoplearevaccinated and
casenumbers fall.

“Iwish things were gettingbetter, butthisis the
nature of the Deltavariant,” Berejiklian tolda
news conference. “We will get through this, but
Septemberand Octoberare going to be very
difficult.”

Hundreds more defense personnel will be
deployed next week to Sydney to help enforce
the city’slockdown as the outbreak spreads
beyond Australia’s largest city. Several towns
inthe statearealsoinlockdown due to people
breachingthe Sydneylockdown and spreading

Anew A$3,000 fine will also apply to people
enteringregional areas of the state withoutan
official permit. The permit will only be granted
for certainreasonsincludingauthorized work,
property inspections orurgentworkrepairs on
asecond home.

“The fines are some of the biggest fines that
I've ever seen and we will be issuing them
as of today,” said New South Wales police
commissioner Mick Fuller. “Those people that
have been gettingaround the orders, taking
family vacations to other premises — thatis
over”

Fuller said he had asked for the increased
powers after seeing high levels of movement
in the community and having “difficulties
getting compliance from some members ofthe
community.”

Some breachesof publichealth ordersin the
state previously carriedaA$1,000 fine.
Thenew caseseclipse the previous daily high of
390 seton Friday, with daily infections topping
300 for the past five days. Four deaths were
recorded on Saturday, taking the state’s totalin
thelatestoutbreakto42.

“Thisisliterally awar, and we’ve known we've
beeninawarforsome time, butnever to this
extent,” Berejiklianadded.

Inneighboring Victoria, where state capital
Melbourneisinitssecond week ofan extended
lockdown, authorities reported 21 locally
acquired cases,up from 15 adayearlier.
Despite therecentoutbreaks, Australiastill has
farlower COVID-19 numbers than many other
countriesinthe developed world, withjustover
38,600 casesand 952 deaths.

thevirus.
° assistance. peopleorabout71% ofthe total
11',3 mnl.femenl The United Nations Children's population need humanitarian
childreninneed Fund (UNICEF) announced assistance.
ofhumanitarian in a report that 11.3 million Theorganizationalsowarned in
assistance childreninYemenareinneedof areportinearlyJulythatmore

humanitarian assistance.
UNICEF said that Yemen is
worst
humanitarian crisis in the world
duringtheyears ofbloody war.
Asmany as 20.7 million Yemeni

Stating that Yemen is facing the
worsthumanitarian crisisinthe
world, UNICEF announced that
11.3 million childrenin Yemen
are in need of humanitarian

suffering from the

than sixmillion childrenin Yemen
wereatriskofbeing deprived of
education.

Currently, more than two million
school-age childrenin Yemenare
outofschool.
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