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NEWS

v

Gilan Exports Surpass
$210min Four Months

Exportsfrom Gilan Province stoodat352,116
tons worth $210.71 million in the first four
months ofthe currentfiscal year (March 21-
July 22), registeringa 19% and 32% growthin
weightand valuerespectively year-on-year.
Accordingto Farhad Dalqg-Poush, the head of
Gilan Industry, Mines and Trade Organization,
mineral, chemical, plasticand food products
were the main goods exported from Gilan
Province duringthe period.

“Russia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Georgia,
Afghanistan, Ukraine, Turkmenistan and
Belarus were its major exportdestinations,”
hewas quoted as saying by IRNA.

Imports to Gilan hit 588,440 tons worth
$402.4 millioninthe same period, registering
a0.2% declineinterms of weightand 45%
growthinvalue YOY.

Barley and feed corn, meat, vegetable oil,
wood, chemical products, paper, cardboard
and wood pulp, machinery, accessories
and related parts were the mostimportant
imported goods.

The imported goods came from Russia,
Kazakhstan, China, Azerbaijan, the UAE,
Ukraine, Turkey and Ecuador.

With more than 438,000 hectares of
agriculturalland, the northern province’s
output of agronomical, horticultural,
livestock and seafood products stands at 3
million tons worth 172 trillion rials (about
$710million) peryear.

Gilanisoneofthe top producers ofrice, tea,
hazelnuts, peanuts, olives, silk cocoons, bony
fish, kiwis and cottonwood in Iran.Itis one of
the 31 provincesoflran.

Located along the Caspian Sea, west of the
province of Mazandaran, eastofthe province
of Ardabiland north ofthe provinces of Zanjan
and Qazvin, Gilan borders the Republic of
Azerbaijaninthenorthand Russiaacrossthe
Caspian Sea.

The province ishome to two major ports of
Astaraand Anzali.

Gasoline Demand

Rises Despite Surgein
Coronavirus Fatalities to
Record Highs

Demand for gasoline soared by 40% in
the first four months of the current fiscal
year (March 2021-22) compared with the
corresponding period of lastyear and this
iswhile deaths caused by the fifth wave of
the Covid-19 pandemicisapproaching 500
per day, the head ofthe National Iranian Oil
Products Distribution Company said.

“Daily gasoline consumptioninthe 133-day
period hasreached 80 million liters, butthe
figure wasbarely 50 ml/dlastyear,” Keramat
Veiskaramiwasalso quoted as saying by ISNA.
Giving a breakdown, he noted that daily
consumptionin March-April was about 85
millionliters, up 38 million liters compared
to 2019 inthe same period. Daily demand in
June-July surpassed 90 millionliters, showing
arise of30% comparedto2019.

According to the official, NIOPDC produces
110millionliters of gasoline per day, of which
52% are produced by the Persian Gulf Star
Refineryand the restby Shazand Refineryin
Arak, Markazi Province, Tabriz Refinery in
EastAzarbaijan Province and Bandar Abbas
Refineryin Hormozgan Province.
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Exchange (IME) in the pastIranian calendar

week (ended on Friday).

As reported by
5 the IME’s Public
{1 Relations  and
International
Affairs
Department, 1.026
million tons of
commoditiesworth
over $555 million was
traded atthe exchange,
showing 14 percent
and 99 percent growth
in volume and value of
trades, respectively, as
comparedtothe previous
week.Asreported, IME
sold 603,573 tons of
commodities on its
metals and minerals
trading floor worth more
than $345 million.

On this floor the IME
traded 369,793 tons
of steel, 5,200 tons
of copper, 7,075 tons
of aluminum, 120
tons of molybdenum
concentrate, 30 tons
of precious metals
concentrate, 85,000 tons
ofzincdust, 210 tons of
zincingots, 105,670 tons
of cement, 25,000 tons of
ironore, 24 kgofgoldbars
and 5,500 tons of DRI.
The next trading
floor was the oil and
petrochemical on which
the exchange saw trade
of 390,250 tons of
commodities valued at
more than $194 million.
Commodities purchased
on this floor included
99,9540 tons of vacuum
bottom, 113,850 tons
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ofbitumen, 78,200 tons
of polymeric products,
33,695 tonsof chemicals,
55,500 tons of lube cut,
2,338tonsofbaseoil, 50
tonsofargon, 290 tons of
insulationand 5,100 tons
of sulfur.It’sworth noting
thatthe IME played host
totrade of 32,492 tons of
commodities onitsside
marketaswell.
Aspreviouslyreported,
during the pastIranian
calendar month (June
22-July 22),4.21 million
tons of commodities
worth $1.56 billion
were traded at Iran
Mercantile Exchange.
The volume of traded
commodities shows an
11-percent growth on
a monthly basis.The
exchange played host
totrading 2.555 million
tons of commodities on
its metalsand minerals
trading floor, valued at
more than $830 million.
Onthisfloor, the exchange
saw trades of 821,176
tons of steel, 1,252,000
tons of cement, 15,785
tons of copper, 490

tons of molybdenum
concentrate, 63 tons
of precious metals
concentrate, 21,495 tons
of aluminum, 280,500
tonsofironore, 107,785
tons of zinc, 400 tons
of coke, 16,000 tons of
castiron, 47,500 tons of
spongeironand 34 kg of
gold bars.Furthermore,
there were 1,449,000
tons of commodities sold
on both domestic and
exportpits of the IME’s
oil and petrochemical
trading floor with a total
trading value of more
than $717 million.

The IME’s customers
purchased on this
floor 349,831 tons of
bitumen, 320,321 tons
of polymeric products,
125,773 tons of
chemicals, 15,908 tons of
base oil, 100 tons of slops
wax, 492,350 tons of
vacuum bottom, 27,025
tons of sulfur, 450 tons
of argon, 1,030 tons of
insulationand 113,000
tonsoflube cut.

It’s worth noting that
there was 16,605 tons

of various types of
commodities traded on
the IME’s side market.
ThevalueoftradesatIran
Mercantile Exchange
inthe previous Iranian
calendar year (ended
on March 20) rose 108
percentcompared to the
precedingyear.

During the past year,
about 3.5 quadrillion
rials (about $83.5 billion)
worth of commodities
were traded at the
mentioned market.
Inthe pastyear, several
new records were
achieved in terms of
the volume and value
of transactions in the
mentioned market’s
various floorsincluding
theindustrial, petroleum,
and petrochemical floors.
ME is one of the four
major stock markets
ofIran, the other three
markets are Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE),
Iran’s over-the-counter
(OTC) market known
also asIran Fara Bourse
(IFB), and Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX).

Iran, Brazil to expand

mineral cooperation

The head of [ran Mine House Mohammad
Reza Bahraman said that mineral
cooperationbetween Iranand Brazil will be
expanded.

Referring to the recent visit of a Brazilian
delegation to the Iran Mine House,
Mohammad Reza Bahraman said thatin
this meeting, which was attended by the
Chairman of the Friendship Group of the

Brazilian Parliament, Chairman of the
Brazilian Mines Commission, along with
the Ambassador and Chargé d'Affaires, in
addition to discussing the capabilities of the
Iran Mine House, areporton the geological
structure of [ran was presented.
During the meeting,itwas decided to prepare
amemorandum of cooperation between the
two countriesin the field of technical issues
and supply of mining machinery,headded.

Brazilis alarge mining country and one of
thelargestsuppliers ofironorein the world,

whichusesitsowntechnologiesin the field of
exploration and extraction, the official said.
Bahraman wenton to say thatitwas decided
thatthereciprocalmeetingsin Iranand Brazil
with the presence of representatives of the
governmental and parliamentary sectors of
thetwo countriesaswell asthe private sector
would continue.

The two countries have great potential for
developing cooperation, especially in the
field ofinvestmentand supply of machinery
inthissector,headded.
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Exports from Qom Province
stoodat63,000tonsworth$57
millioninthe firstfourmonths
of the current Iranian year
(March21-July 22),registering
al1l15%and 42% growthin
weightand valuerespectively
year-on-year.

According MojtabaFarhadi,a
local official, plasticmaterials,
metal products, light and
heavy hydrocarbons, dairy
products, copperwire, shoes
andslippers, syntheticfibers,
aluminum, machinery and
zincwere the main exported
products from Qom to 40

Qom Exports Reach $57min Four Months

countries during the period
underreview.

Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan,
the UAE, Germany, India,
Turkey, Russia, Uzbekistan
and Azerbaijan were most
importantexportdestinations.
“Bulgaria, Syria, Kenya, Kuwait,
Romania, Italy, Lebanon,
Tajikistan, Macedonia, Spain,
Qatarand Ivory Coasthave
beenaddedtoQom Province’s
export destinations in the
current fiscal year [started
March 21]” the official
was quoted as saying by
IRNA.
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What's News

Tea Imports
TopS$S90
Million

Tea imports into [ran
stood at 17,800 tons
worth $90.8 million
from March 21 to July
6,registeringa4% and
9% growth in weight
and value respectively,
accordingto thelatest
datareleased by Islamic
Republic of Iran’s
Custom Administration.
Teaimportshit17,100
tonsworth $83.2 million
in the corresponding
period oflastyear, IRNA
reported.

Iran's Tea Association
puts domesticdemand
forteaat120,000tons
peryear.Iran consumes
about 5% of the total
annual world tea
production.

Local tea production
meets30% oftheannual
domesticdemand and
the rest is imported
from India and Sir
Lanka. Turkey, Germany,
China, Japan, Vietnam,
Kenyaand Poland are
other exportersofthe
productto the country.
Atotal 0of 62,325 tons
ofgreentealeaveshave
been purchased by
the government from
local farmersso far this
year, showing a 10%
rise compared with the
similar period of last
year, the head of Iran
Tea Organization said
inJune.

Habibollah Jahansaz
alsotold IRNA that this
amount has cost the
government around
3.91 trillionrials ($15
million).
About48,907 tons ofthe
purchases (79% ofthe
total) are top-quality
tea leaves and the
remaining 13,418 tons
(21%) belongto other
varieties.

The official added that
outofthe overall green
leafproductionup until
now, more than 14,000
tons of processed tea
havebeenderived.

The crop undergoes
three harvestsayear:
the springharvestthat
startsinlate April, the
second in summer
begins early June
and the last one is in
autumn and starts late
September.
“Rightnowweareinthe
middle of the second
harvest. During the
first,greentealeafyields
amounted to 55,000
tonsand our estimates
forthe second harvest
reachesbetween45,000
tonsand 50,000 tons,”
headded.



Tuesday ,August 10, 2021, No. 847

ISFAHAN
NEWS

NEWS

= Persian Gulf's security Iran's

Iranstressing
presenceofall

Afghansides

inpeacetalks
Emphasizing  the
presence ofall Afghan
partiesinintra-Afghan
peace talks, a senior
Iranian Parliamentary
advisor attached
great importance to
ensuring the security
of the people inside
Afghanistan.
TheIranian Parliament
Speaker’s  Special
Aide for International
Affairs, Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian, madethe
remarks on Sunday
inameeting with the
Special Representative
of the UN Secretary-
Generalin Afghanistan,
Jean Arnault.
Stressing the need
for unity among all
parties, he attached
importance to
ensuring the security
of the people inside
Afghanistan and
preventing the influx
of migrants to the
borders.
Referringto therole of
the United Nationsin
establishingpeaceand
security in Afghanistan,
he said, "The Islamic
Republic of Iran
supports UNinitiatives
inresolvingthe Afghan
crisis.”

At the same time, he
criticized the UN for
lackofactionintheface
ofrecentdevelopments
in Afghanistan.

The irresponsible
moves of the
Americans and the
effects of the behavior
of the occupiers
have multiplied the
problemsofthe people
of Afghanistan, Amir-
Abdollahiansaid.
"Wemustnotallowthe
Americansto continue
to act irresponsibly
and remain silent at
the United Nations", he
added.

Jean Arnault, also
spoke about the
significant role of
neighbors, especially
Iran, in resolving
the conflicts in
Afghanistan.

"A stronger
international
consensus on
Afghanistanisneeded,
and thisrequires the
supportofneighboring
countries”, hestressed.
At the end of the
meeting, he praised the
constructiverole ofthe
IslamicRepublicofIran
insupportingapolitical
solution to the Afghan
crisis.

Afghangovt. started the war, Taliban claims

Aspokesman for Taliban's Political Bureau claimed that Afghan governmenthas started the
currentwarin the country, calling on the United States notto interfere in affairs of the country.
Speakinginaninterview with Al Jazeera Network on Monday, the spokesman said that

Afghanistan’sgovernmenthas decided to go towar.

Noting that Kabul governmenthas started warin several provinces, he emphasized that
thereisnoagreementonaceasefirein Afghanistan.He called the Group's attacks on Afghan
governmentforcesareaction to Afghanarmy'sattacksand said "we warn USnotointerferein
theaffairs ofthe country."The Afghan Ministry of Defense announced yesterday that US’ B-52
bombershavelaunchedairstrikesagainst Taliban positionsin thenorth ofthe country.US B-52
Stratofortressbomberslaunched airstrikes on the Taliban forcesin the capital of the Jawzjan
province, Sheberghan, innorthern Afghanistan, inflicting significant damage to the militants,
Afghan defense ministry spokesman Fawad Aman said on Saturday.

redline

Statingthatthe security of the Persian Gulf

isaredline for Iran, the Foreign Ministry

Spokesman said that Iran has done its

best to protect this waterway from the

insecurities.

Speaking in his
weekly press
conference, Saeed
Khatibzadeh
N E W S answered questions
NEWS onawiderange of
B topics.

Security of Persian

Gulfredline forIran
Inresponsetoaquestion
aboutallegations made

o
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Japan PM Suga's Support Slides to Record Low As

Olympic Games Close: Survey

Supportfor]apanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga slid below 30% for the first time since
hetookoffice,asurvey showed on Monday,asign the Tokyo Olympic Games failed toboosthis
ratingsamid aresurgence of coronavirusinfections.Roughlya third disapproved ofholding
the Gameswhich closed on Sunday and 60% said they did notwant Suga to stay onas premier,
accordingto the poll conducted by Asahinewspaper, darkeninghisruling party’s prospects
ingeneral electionstobeheldlater thisyear, Reutersreported.In the poll conducted over the
weekend, Suga’s supportslid to 28%, thelowestsince hebecame prime ministerin September
lastyear.Ofthose polled, 56% ofthose who replied said itwas good to hold the Tokyo Games,
while 32% thoughtitwasabadidea.Japan’s slow vaccination rollouts have hurt Suga’s
popularity and a spike innewinfections, caused by the rapid spread of the Deltavariant, has
overshadowed the Olympic Gameswith caseshittingamilestone ofone million on Friday.

NEWS

Iraqi FM tovisit Iran toinvite
Raeisitoregional summit
Newssourcesreported the Iraqi Foreign Minister
will travel to Tehran soon to invite the Iranian
Presidentto attend asecurity meetingattended
bysome countriesintheregion,including Turkey,
Syria,and Saudi Arabia.

Duringhisvisitto Tehranin the nexttwo days, the
Iraqi Foreign Minister Fuad Husseinintends to
formallyinvite Iranian President Ebrahim Raeisito
attend themeeting, the New Arabreported.
Hewillalsodiscussbilateral relations, including
issuesrelatedtolraqisecurity,duringhismeeting
withthelranian President.

Hussein alsoinvited Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogantoattend akey summitofregional
leadersthataimstobringtogetherrepresentatives
of Saudi Arabia, Turkeyand Iran.

by some European and
British officials following
theattackonashipinthe
Seaof Oman, Khatibzadeh
said, "These remarks
by the British Foreign
Secretary against the
Iranian people are not
new statements and are
achainofirresponsible
statements by British
officialsinrecentyears."

"l seriously advise the
British government
to pay attention to its
responsibilities  and
duties,” he added,
stressing, "The security of
the Persian Gulfisaredline
for Iran, and we have
done our bestto protect
this waterway from the

insecurities of countries
like Britain."

The fact that Britain has
sided with the Zionist
regime showsits position,
thediplomatnoted.

He also expressed his
condolences to the
families of the two victims
ofthe attack from Britain
and Romania.

Iran deeply concerned
aboutdevelopmentsin

Afghanistan
Regarding the
developments in

Afghanistan and the
arrival of a number of
Afghan citizens in Iran,
the spokesman said,
"Iranis deeply concerned
about developments in
Afghanistan. For the past

four decades, Iran has
hostedits Afghanbrothers
and sistersand has never
had anythingbutakinship
view ofthe Afghan people,
and this humanitarian
view has existed and will
continue.
IranneverleftViennatalks
"It is very important
that we never leave
these talks. There is a
process of democratic
transfer of powerin Iran,
and naturally, in these
processes, there are
changesin the executive
teams," said Khatibzadeh
aboutthe Viennatalks.
"Speaking on the day of
his inauguration and at
the firstpress conference,
the President made it

clear that action would
be takenintheinterests
of the people to lift the
oppressive sanctions," he
added. "We have to wait
for the ministers to be
appointed, and this path
will surely continue."
Iraqi, Japanese FMs to
visitIran

The foreign ministry
spokespersonannounced
that the Iraqi foreign
minister will visitIranin
thenexttwo days.

About the visit of the
Japanese Foreign
Ministerto Iran, he also
said, "The trip has been
onthe agenda for several
monthsand will take place
assoonasthedetailsare
finalized."

Ties with Iran highly

important: Yemeni official
Yemen’s Ansarollah Movement spokesman
Muhammad Abdul-Salam said that the
country’srelationship with Iranis ofhigh
importance andrespected, praisingIran’s
supportofYemenipeople.

The talks between Iran and Saudi Arabia
would decrease tensions, butwhathappens
in Yemenisadomesticissue,hesaidinan
interview on Sunday.

He said thatthe United States supportal-
Qaidaand the ISIS in Marib, Yemen, but
popular forces have reclaimed many areas
inthisregion.

Abdul-Salam criticized UN Special Envoy
onYemen, saying the he couldn’tactoutside
policies of US, UK, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE.
Yemenhasbeeninadevastating war since
over sixyears ago when Saudi Arabiaand
allied Arab states invaded the country,
blockingallland, aviation, and maritime
ways to the Yemen.

Iran seeks respectful
ties with all countries:
MP

Ahigh-ranking member of National
Security and Foreign Policy Commission
of Majlis (Iran’s Parliament) said on
Monday thatthe Westthoughtit could
force Iranthrough pressure and threat,
butlranseeksrespectful ties with all
countries.

The United States was the party
that violated the 2015 Iran nuclear

deal, formally known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), and after it was signed and
Europeansdidn’tdo their commitments,
Abbas Moqtadaei Khorasganisaid in
an interview with IRNA political
correspondent.

Iranhasabided by allits commitmentsin
thedealand hashad agood cooperation
with the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), as the sole entity
qualified to verify Iran’s compliance,
Moqtadaeiadded.
Heunderlined thatthe USand European

participantstothe dealarethe oneswho
mustdo the commitments and they’d
better notmissthe opportunityasanew
administration has taken office in Iran.
Iran is a sovereign country, the MP
stressed, seeking forrespectful tieswith
all countries.

Headded thatIran wouldn’t follow the
West'swillunder pressure.

He advised the US and European
participants oftheJCPOA, whichwasalso
endorsed by the United Nations Security
Council, to abide by their commitments,
sothatlIrancould dothe same.

The source quoted aninformed official as saying
thatBaghdadhadreceived positiveresponsesfrom
theinvited countriestohold the meeting. Informed
officialsatthelraqiForeign Ministryhad previously
said thatthe meeting would be held later this
monthtodeescalatetensionsintheregion.

Iraqi Prime Minister Al-Kadhimiappointed a
committee, headed by Senior Undersecretary
Nizar Al-Khairallah, towork on preparations for
the summit. Representatives from Iran, Turkey,
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Jordan, Syria, as well as
representatives from the European Union are
scheduledtoattend.

Al-Kadhimirecently told a group ofjournalists
thatlraqwill seekto playabiggerroleinbringing
regional powerstogether. Theagendawilladdress
securityissues,aswellaspoliticaland economic
stability.

The Shafaq Newsalso quoted asourceinthelraqi
governmentas sayingthat Al-Kadhimiistryingto
hold aregional meetingin Baghdad. The source
expressed hope thatlIraq'sneighbors, as well
as Qatar,the UAE and Egypt, would attend the
meeting.

Talogan, provincial capitalin
Afghanistan fells to'Taliban

A member of Takhar Provincial Council
of Afghanistan said that “Talogan” city in
Afghanistan’s Takhar provincealso fell to Taliban
after provincial centers of Jawzjan, Sar-e-Pol,
Kunduzand Nimruz.

A member of Takhar Provincial Council of
Afghanistan Euhollah Raufiadded thatthe city of
“Talogan”has completely fallenand government
andpopularforcesretreatedtothe city of “Farkhar”
yesterday.

AKabul-based daily alsowrote that “Talogan” city,
capital of “Takhar’ provincereleasedits prisoners
fromthe Central Prison of Talogan city on Sunday
afternoon.

Thisiswhile clashes continuein central Helmand
and Ghazniprovincesseverely.

Accordingto General Sami Sadat,commander of
thearmyin Helmand province, 1,400 Talibanwere
killedand 2,000 otherswerewoundedin 11 days
around “Lashkar Gah” city.

Iran’s President Urges Care for Consumer Demands

in Transition Period

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi stressed the need to
regulate the marketand meet the daily demands of
families duringthe administration's transition period.

Raisi on Sunday chaired a meeting of the cabinet,
comprised of his new vice president and chief of
staff as well as the outgoing ministers servingin the

administration ofhis predecessor.

Thenew presidentemphasized thatthe administration's
transition period should by nomeansdisruptthe routine
tasksordelay the process of makingnecessary decisions
thatmayviolate therights of people or the government.

Imam Hussein (AS).

Healso called on the officials to handle the situation with
utmost care, monitor the markets strictly and prevent
any shortcomingisthe fulfillment of needs of people as
thenewadministrationisbeingformed.

The president also highlighted the importance of
strict compliance with the health protocols during the
upcoming mourning ceremonies in the lunar month of
Muharram marking the anniversary of martyrdom of

The daily death toll from the coronavirusinIran broke a
record on Sunday with 542 fatalities. So far,over 12.58

million
people have received

the first dose of coronavirus vaccine in the
country.




Iran’s FM, UN Envoy Discuss Afghanistan

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifand UN Special Envoy for Afghanistan Jean Arnaultata
meetingin Tehran talked aboutthelatestdevelopmentsin Afghanistan.

Headinga delegation, Arnaulthastravelled to Tehran to exchange views with [ranian foreign ministry
officials.In the Sunday meeting, Zarif pointed to the dire situation and growing complexity of the
circumstancesin Afghanistan, slamming foreign powers’ inappropriate policies asone ofthe root causes
ofthe currentsituation there.Healso expressed Iran’s readiness to help with and facilitate negotiations

30000 Rials

among the Afghansidesin ordertoadvance the peace processin the neighboring state.Zarif described

theintra-Afghan talksasthe only solution to the problems facing that country.
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security Iran's
redline Iransympathizes
6 withGreeceover
massive wildfire
IME’s value of e
ranian Foreign Ministry
Weeklytl'ades Spokesman Saeed
d()ubled Khatibzadeh expressed
o regretover the massive
wildfires that have
Iran, Brazil to engulfed someregions
expand mineral of Greece, killing and
o injuring several people
coopel'atlon and causing material
damages.
CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN InastatementonSunday,
d ! [ranian Foreign Ministry
Morning call to prayer: Spokesman  offered
04:54:54 sympathy to the Greek
Noon call to prayer: nationand government
13:08:41 and the families affected
1y bythe catastrophe.
Evening call to prayer: Healso expressed hope
20:12:07 thatthe wildfires willbe
containedsoon.
Fire in Greece forests
whichhas continued for
five days withoutbeing

contained has burnt
parts of the countryin

Euboea.
3 . o
High:38°¢ Hundreds of people had
Low:19°c toevacuatethearea.

“Theinternational community should adoptastraightforward stance tosupportapolitical settlement
ofthe crisisin Afghanistan and condemnviolence andits consequences,” he said.

Iran’s President Urges Care for Consumer
Demands in'Transition Period

Hamas, IslamicJihad Condemn Saudi Arabia’s
LongJail Terms for Palestinians

The Palestinian resistance movements Hamas and Islamic

Jihad denounced Saudi Arabia’slong prison terms handed

down to dozens of Palestinians jailed in the kingdom’s

prisons, saying that the verdicts were part of Riyadh's

effortsto curry favor with Israel.

Mahmoud al-Zahar,aleader of Hamas, told
Lebanon’s al-Mayadeen news agency on
Sunday thattrial of Palestinian inmates was
illegal, because theyhad committed no crime
againstthe Saudigovernment.

“The verdictsagainstPalestinian detainees
havebeenissuedattherequestofthe Zionist
regime,” the senior Hamasleadersaid.
Al-Zahar stressed thatthe verdictsissued by
the Saudi courtare ofapolitical, notjudicial
nature because Mohammed al-Khudari,
one of the Palestinian prisonersin Saudi
Arabia,is Hamas’ official representative in
thekingdom, who has committed no crime.
The Hamas official noted thatas policiesin
Saudi Arabia change,sodojudicial verdicts,
which now have clearly taken a turn to
appeasethe Zionistregime.
Thelslamic]ihad resistance movementalso
condemned Saudi court’srulings, noting that
thedetaineeswere putinjailbecause oftheir
supportfortheresistance ofthe Palestinian
nation.

The movementadded thatthe Saudicourt’s
verdicts arenotjustifiable,and are against
IslamicShariaand Arabvalues, which call for
defense ofthe oppressed Palestiniannation.
According to Palestine’s official Shehab
news agency,the Saudi courtissued verdicts
against 69 Palestinians with sentences
ranging from 3-22 years withoutallowing
relatives of detaineesto attend the trial.

In March lastyear, Ismail Haniyeh, head
ofthe Hamas political bureau, in aletter
addressed to the Saudi monarch pleaded
with him to make a quick decision and
orderthe freedom of dozens of Palestinian
detainees who are languishingin Saudi
prisons.

Palestinian families and human rights
groups also called on Saudi authorities to

immediately release the Palestinians, citing
thethreatposedbythe spread of COVID-19.
Families of the detainees, some of whom
areintheir 80s, say the Palestinians have
beendenied accesstolawyersand visitation
rights,and authorities have recently begun
reducingphone callaccess.

In February 2020, the Prisoners of
Conscience, a non-governmental
organization advocating human rights
in Saudi Arabia, announced inaposton
its official Twitter page that the Saudi
authorities hadlaunched anew campaign
of "arbitrary" arrests against Palestinian
expatriateslivinginthekingdomoncharges
of supporting Hamas.

In October 2019, Hamas spokesman Sami
Abu Zuhritold Arabic-language Shehab
news agency that Palestinians beingheld
atprisonsand detention centersin Saudi
Arabia are exposed to various forms of
tortureand cruel methods ofinterrogation.
He further noted that Hamas has made
greatefforts, either through contacts with
anumber of countries or Saudi officials, to
securetherelease ofthe Palestinianinmates
butalltonoavail.

The senior Palestinian official stressed that
hismovementis closelymonitoringthe cases
of Palestinian prisonersbeingheld in Saudi
Arabia.

In September of the same year, Hamas
also called on the Saudi authorities to
immediately release its senior official
Muhammad al-Khudari,whohasbeenliving
inthekingdom forover30years.
Khudarirepresented Hamas between mid-
1990sand 2003 in Saudi Arabia.
Hehasheld otherimportantpositionsinthe
Palestinianresistance movementaswell.
Over the past three years, the Saudi
authorities have also deported more than
100 Palestinians from the kingdom, mostly
oncharges of supporting Hamas financially,
politically or through social networking
sites.

The Riyadh regime has imposed strict
control over Palestinian funds in Saudi
Arabiasincetheend of2017.

France Implements Macron’s COVID Pass

despite Protests

Peoplein France will from Monday need to showahealth

passto enjoy usually routine activities such as sippinga

coffeeina cafe ortravelingon anintercity train, inaplan

championed by President Emmanuel Macron to squeeze

COVID19-infections and encourage vaccination.

The governmentis pressing ahead with
the extension ofan already-existing health
passto cafes, restaurants and intercity
travel, despite four weekends of angry
protests that saw almosta quarter ofa
millionrally nationwide on Saturday.
Macron, who has expressed exasperation
with the protests, hopes thatthe plan will
help ramp up vaccinations and quell the
fourth wave of coronavirusin Franceina
strategy similar to that of EU neighbors
suchasItalyand Germany.

The health passis generatedina QR code
either by a full course of vaccinations, a
recentnegative virus testorarecovery
from COVID-19.The governmentexpectsa
one-weekgrace period for consumersand
businessesto getused tothe newrules.
“The passand the vaccination drive should
help usavoid new curfewsandlockdowns,”
Health Minister Olivier Veran told Le
Parisiendaily.

Veran announced slight modificationsin
therules —notably thattests could be 72
hoursoldandnot48,andalso thatself-tests
carried outunder medical supervision
wouldbeallowed.

Buthe emphasized there would beno going
back onrules which will remainin place
until atleast November, lamenting the
attention paid to those who are “anti-vax,
anti-science and anti-state” over those
whorespected distancingand had been
vaccinated.

“I am willing to hear the fears, do
everything toreassure. Butthere comesa
time when enoughisenough,” he said, AFP
reported.

Thenumbersin hospital are still way off
previous highs seenin the pandemic, but
there were 1,510 peopleinintensive care

with COVID-19 on Saturday compared with
1,099justone weekago.

Macron hopes the plan will further
accelerate the vaccination drivein France
where over 55 percentare now double-
jabbed.Aideshave noted thatalmostseven
millionnew bookings were made for first
jabssince the plans were outlined.
Caseshavebeenrising fastestin Corsica
and the Mediterranean coast, which are
seeingasummerinflux ofholidaymakers.
Butthe biggestconcernisover France’s
overseas territories in the Indian Ocean
and Caribbean, where newlockdowns have
beenordered amid aslowvaccine uptake.
Opponents argue thenew rulesencroach
on civil liberties in a country where
individual freedom is prized.

About 237,000 people protested across
France on Saturday, including 17,000 in
Paris, the interior ministry said, exceeding
the 204,000 recorded last weekend —
numbersthatare extremely unusual for
protestsatthe heightofthe summerbreak.
Recent polls though have shown thata
clear majority of French back the pass,
evenincludingthe extension to cafes and
restaurants.

The passhasalreadybeenrequired since
July 21 to visit cultural venues such as
cinemas, theaters and museums. Its
extension was approved by France’s
Constitutional Council on Thursday.
Itwill be needed bothin theindoor and
outdoorareasofrestaurantsbutwillnotbe
required on metro systems and suburban
transport.

Macron, who facesre-election nextyear,
hasinrecentdaysrepeatedly taken to the
social media platform TikTok, popular
among young people, to gethis message
across.“Getvaccinated. Get vaccinated.
Getvaccinated,” Macron saidin the latest
video Friday.“It’s a question of being a
good citizen... our freedom is worth
nothingifweinfectour friends, neighbors
or grandparents. To be free is to be
responsible.”
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