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Iran seeking to produce
nano products with Turkey,
Indonesia

According to the secretary-general of the [ran
Nanotechnology Innovation Council (INIC), Turkey
and Indonesia are Iran's target countries for
establishingjointunits for producingand exporting
nano products. Iran enjoysa good geographical
position for exporting nano products, the secretary-
general of [ran Nanotechnology Innovation Council
(INIC) told Mehr News Agency, adding, "We have
to work hard to exportIran's high-tech products
to other countries."Saeed Sarkar spoke about
one of the programs of the [ran Nanotechnology
Innovation Council in the field of export, saying
that the establishment of some production
units in foreign countries in the framework of
jointinvestmentis one of these programs.With
the implementation of this plan, the technical
knowledge of the Iranian scientists entersintoa
deal with investors from other countries, so that
the Iranian nanoproducts can be produced there,
headded.Turkeyand Indonesiaare Iran's target
countries forimplementing such plans, he said."We
are following these two countries seriously", Sarkar
said,adding, "This will be aright model for other
countriesinthisfield."

Iran always stressed role of
OPECinglobal oil market:
Raisi

Iran's President says the Islamic Republic of Iran,
asaninfluential member of OPEC, emphasizes
promoting the global position of the organization
and increasing its role in managing the global
energy market.Ebrahim Raisireceived on Friday
the Secretary-General of the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) Mohammed
SanusiBarkindo and heard hisreportabout the
status quo of the oil marketand production and the
efforts of some powers toundermine the place of the
organization.Raeisisaid the OPEC Secretariatshould
consider therights and interests of the member
states as the basis for adopting all measures and
implementingall mechanisms.He congratulated
the 61stanniversary ofthe establishment of OPEC
to Barkindo and called on the body's secretariat
toactmoreactively in coordinating the member
statesand non-member states.Barkindo for his part
considered Iranas one of OPEC's founders which
always played akeyrole and performed positivelyin
thebody. He called for the supportand cooperation
oftheIslamic Republicof Iran to advance the goals
of OPEC.

Value of exports from
Markazi province increases

99%

The value of exports from Markazi province, in
the center ofIran, hasrisen 99 percent during the
first four months of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21-July 22),as compared to the same
period oftime in the pastyear,a provincial official
announced.Esmaeil Hosseini, the director-general
of the province’s customs department, said that
over477,000 tons of products worth over $371
million hasbeen exported from the province inthe
four-month period, indicatingalso seven percent
rise in terms of weight.The official named types
of hydrocarbons, heavy and light polyethylene,
food and beverages, kitchenand home appliances,
disposable plastic products, crystals, aluminum
cans, paper towels, steel sections, electric poles,
aluminum ingots and apartment flowers as the
main products exported from the province in the
said time span.
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Domestic contractors able to construct Im
housingunits peryear

Deputy Head of Iran’s Mass Construction

Association IrajRahbarhassaid the country’s

contractors are capable of constructing one

million housing unitsayearifthe necessary

fundingandlandis provided, IRNAreported.

SN Mentioning
%J/w a plan for the
7L constructionofone
N E w s million affordable

housing units

N E per year by the

N e new government,

Rahbar said: “allocating
land and financing are
two important factors
for the successful
implementation of any
housing project, and if
these two are provided,
building one million
housing units per year
willbe easily possible.”

The official noted that
over thelastthreeyears,
many efforts have been
made to allocate the
needed land for housing
projects including the
National Housing Action
Plan to the Ministry of
Transport and Urban

resources for housing
construction projects
including the use of
private sector potentials.
Ifthe trustbetween the
private sector and the
governmentisrestored,
the issue of taxation
on housing projects
is resolved and the
government’s dues to the
private sector contractors
are paid on time, mass
builders will be more
motivated to participate
in construction projects,
hesaid.

The official noted that

Development, but ,rjvate sectorinvestors
the l.and has not been  phaye hugeresourcesthat
providedasneeded. canbe guided into mass

Rahbar further stressed
thatthere are different
ways to attract financial

construction projects if
they are encouraged and

are considered by the
government.

Referring to the recent
rise in the prices of

cement and steel
as main items used
in construction, he

continued: "Theriseinthe
prices of cementand steel
is one of the obstacles
in housing production
that the government
must address; the
governmenthasprovided
allthe necessary facilities
including cheap energy
for the cementand steel
production units, but we
seethatsuchproductsare
exported instead of being
supplied to the domestic
market.”
Earlier
month,

this
Mahmoud

Mahmoudzadeh, deputy
transport, and urban
development minister
announced thatplanning
has been made and
preparations have been
donetosstartconstructing
1.3 million affordable
housing unitsacrossthe
country.
Mahmoudzadeh said
therequired regulations
have been prepared
and facilities have been
created to provide
land for the mentioned
housing units by the next
government.

“With the measures
taken, the conditionsare
more favorable for the
new governmentto begin
thework,” henoted.

appropriate incentives

About 10,000 km of
railway projects under

study

Iran's outgoing transport minister said that
about 10,000 kilometers of railway projects
are currently under study.

Pointing outthatthelength ofthe country's
railway network has reached 14,000
kilometers, Mohammad Eslami said, “Eight
raillinesin three provinces willbe connected
to the country's railway network. The
projects for connecting Kordestan, Ardebil,
and Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari provincesto the
national networkhave anoticeable progress
atthemomentand willbe inaugurated inthe
coming months.”

As the deputy minister has recently
announced, 825 kilometers ofrailroads are
goingtobe constructed across the country by

theend ofthe currentIranian calendar year
(March 20,2022).

This year, eight railway projects are in
priority, and with their opening, 825 km
willbe added to Iran's railway, Kheirollah
Khademi, whoisalsothe managing director
of Iran's Construction and Development of
Transportation Infrastructures Company
(CDTIC), stated.

Oneofthe priority railwaylinesinthe present
year was the Khaf-Herat railway, 140 km
of which wasbuiltinside Afghanistan and
was putinto operation inrecent months,
and the second is the Yazd-Eqlid 271-km
railway, which is almost completed, the
official explained.

The Zahedan-Khashrailwayisalso partofthe
north-south corridor, 150 km of which has
beenlaid,and the processofadjustingitsline
isunderway,and it seems thatits operation
willbefinal thisyear, he said,adding that the

Bostan Abad-Tabrizrailway with a progress
ofabout90 percentandalength of 44 km will
bereadytoopeninthenearfuture.

The Rasht-Caspian Railway,asanimportant
part of the 37-kilometer north-south
corridorwithaprogress ofabout 70 percent
can be put into operation as one of the
country'srail priorities by the end of this
year, henoted.

Also, the Hamedan-Sanandaj railway line is
151kmlongandhasaphysical progressof76
percent, Khademiadded.

The developmentofthe railway industry has
alsobeenamongthe top priority plans ofthe
governmentsinrecentyears.

The country’s Sixth Five-Year National
Development Plan (2016-2021) has
envisaged that the railway will account for
atleast30 percent of cargo transportation
and 20 percent of passenger transportation
inlIran.
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Commerce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture (ICCIMA)
reported on Friday.

"With the escalation of the
conflict in Afghanistan, the
number of trucks carrying
Iraniangoodstothis countryhas
decreasedfrom 100 trucksevery
day to two or three trucks per
day," Hossein Salimisaid.

Iranian exports to Afghanistan fall §5%
amid unrestin Kabul
Head of Iran-Afghanistan Joint
Chamber of Commercehas said
exportsfromIrantoAfghanistan
have declined more than 85
percentdue to theincreasing
tensions in the country, the

According to Salimi, Iranian
exportsto Afghanistan over the
pasttwo weeks have been only
15 percentofthe figure for the
sameperiodinthe previousyear.
“Whenturmoil or conflictarises
inacountry, the firstarea that
will suffer is that country's
economy and trade,” he said,
adding: “Unfortunately, the
situationis sobad thatatthe
momentitisnoteasytopredict
whatawaits us. We still donot
haveanaccurate estimate of the
amountofdamageinflicted on
Iranian traders. We have to see
howlongthissituationwilllast”

Chamber of
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Averagedaily
gasoline
distribution
reaches 90m

liters

Average daily
distribution of
gasoline in Iran
reached 90 million
liters in the Iranian
calendar month of
Tir (June 22-July
22), according to
the National Iranian
Oil Refining and
Distribution Company
(NIORDC).

The NIORDC’s
average daily gasoline
distribution stood
at 83 million cubic
meters since the
beginning of the
current Iranian
calendaryear (March
21) up to August 4,
Shanareported.
NIORDC Managing
Director Keramat
Veis-Karami  had
previously said that
gasoline consumption
in the country
exceeded 107 million
liters in some days of
the Iranian calendar
month of Tir, despite
the pandemic-related
travelrestrictions.
Gasoline consumption
inIranhas fluctuated
since the outbreak of
the coronavirusinthe
country.

In the early days
of the pandemic,
concerns over the
virus minimized the
travels across the
country and led to
arecord decreasein
consumption in the
lastIranian calendar
year’s first month
(March 20-April 20,
2020).

On some days in
April 2020, gasoline
consumption even
fell to 40 million liters
and the average daily
consumption did not
exceed 50 millionliters
thatmonth.

In general, gasoline
consumption in the
country declined 20
percent in the past
Iranian calendaryear,
as compared to its
precedingyear due to
rationing this fuel and
also the coronavirus
pandemic.

The Islamic Republic,
whichwasanimporter
ofgasoline for decades,
exported over $1.4
billion worth of the
fuelinthe first seven
months of the past
Iranian calendaryear
(March 20-October21,
2020).
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—— President Raisi Meets Palestinian

Bidenflubs
number of
vaccinated

Americans
Inhisspeech on Friday,
the US president made
anotherblunder, making
amistake over the total
number of vaccinated
people in the United
States.

The US President Joe
Biden made quite the
numerical error during
a speech, as he told
listeners 350 million
Americans had already
beenvaccinated.
According to the latest
census, releasedin April
this year, the entire
population ofthe United
States is 331 million,
Washington Examiner
reported.

Biden was delivering
remarks about the July
Jobs report from the
White House when he
made the commenton
Friday.

“This is a pandemic of
theunvaccinated. Sowe
have to get more people
vaccinated,” he said.
Biden paused briefly to
checkhisnotes, saying:
“Well over - what's the
numberagain,I'llremind
myself - 350 million
Americanshavealready
beenvaccinated. They're
doingfine.

It's possible Biden had
mistakenly referred to
the number of vaccine
doses administered in
the United States, which
is almost 350 million.
The actual number
of fully vaccinated
Americansis 166 million,
i.e.approximately half
thepopulation.

Anyone who hasevena
passing familiarity with
Biden’s career will know
heispronetoverbalslip-
ups. The presidenthas
evenreferred to himself
in the past as “a gaffe

machine”,

Just last week Biden
confused former
presidents  Donald

Trump and Barack
Obama in a speech to
Mack Trucks assembly
plantin Pennsylvania’s
Lehigh Valley. He caught
his own error, saying it
hadbeenaFreudianslip.
Biden said, “Back in
2009, during the so-
called GreatRecession,
the president asked
me to be in charge of
managing that piece,
then-President Trump.
Excuse me, Freudian
slip, that was the last
president. He caused
the....anyway, President
Obama, whenIwasvice
president.”

—

Latin American states keenon enhancing ties with Iran
Concurrentwith theinitiation of President Ebrahim Raisi's administration, member states of
the Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples of Our America (ALBA) have stressed their readiness to
strengthen theirrelationships with the Islamic Republic of Iran.

According to cubanews.acn.cu, the ALBA Peoples' Trade Agreement (ALBA-TCP) Executive
Secretary Sacha Sergio Llorenti Solizhasheld ameetingwith Reza Nazar Ahari, the Director General
ofthe Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs for American Affairs. Llorenti wrote on his Twitter account
thattheyare committed to enhanceand strengthen relationshipsbetween ALBA and Iran.LIorenti
Solizheld talks with [ran'snew presidentRaisi duringhis endorsement ceremony on Tuesday. Raisi
emphasized thatstrengthening political and economicties with the Latin American countriesis
oneofthepriorities ofthe Islamic Republic's foreign policy.During the Tuesday night meeting, Raisi
noted thatIranis determined to enhance economicand political relations with member states of
thealliance more than everand itsees this policy inline with common values and stances.

Leadersin'Tehran

Iranian speakerstresses IPU'sresistance against US

Iranian Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bager Qalibafsaid inameeting with the president ofthe
international Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) thatasaparliamentary power, the IPU should stand
againstWashington'sunilateralism. Qalibaf metwith Duarte Ventura Pachko, the president of (IPU) on
Friday. Pachkohastraveled torantoattend the inauguration of the 13th Iranian president, Ayatollah
Ebrahim Raisi.Stating that some countries dominate international organizations with money
andresources, Qalibafsaid thatitishow unilateralism forms and each decision they make mustbe
implemented.ImposingsanctionsagainstIranisacaseinpoint; the United Nationsand the UN Security
Councilmakeadecisionand the United Statesignoresthemalland executesitsowndecision.Expressing
thattheIPU,asarepresentative of parliaments, could beamediator between the people, governments,
and powers, he explained thatmembers of parliamentare closerto the peopleand betterableto convey
theirmessage,addingthatalthoughatfirst, the greatpowerspretend torepresentthe people, theirkind
ofpowerissuchthattheymaystand againstthepeople.
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Armed Forces spox.:
Forging document against

Inmeetings with anumber of Palestinian

leaders in Tehran, Iranian President

Ebrahim Raisi reaffirmed the Islamic

Republic’s support for the Palestinian

nationand resistance againstthe Zionist

regime.
In separate
&»fjjw meetings on Friday,
ISFA“AN the new Iranian
presidentheld talks

NEWS

NEWS

with  Secretary-
General of the
Palestinian Islamic
Jihad Movement
Ziad al-Nakhala, Chief
of the Political Bureau

Iran Israeli psychological

operation

Referring to the recent Israeli regime's
psychological war againstIran,aspokesman
withthe Iranian Armed Forces said thatZionists
are professionalin preparing forged documents.
"Unlike the US, the UK, and the Zionist and
the Saudi media, whose strategy is to create
insecurity and escalate Iranophobia, Iran's
strategyisto strengthen security in the Persian
Gulf," said Brigadier General Abolfazl Shekarchi
on Saturday.

"The enemies started amedia war againstIran
duringtheinauguration ceremony [of President
Raeisi],and today they are seeking to document
theiractions," headded. "Thatis why today

of Islamic Resistance

the Americans claim to have pulled parts of

Movement Hamas Ismail
Haniyeh, as well as Abu
Jihad Talal Naji and Abu
AhmadFuad, the secretary
general and the deputy
secretary general of the
Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine
(PFLP).

In the gathering with
Nakhala, President Raisi
emphasized that the
Islamic Republic would
not hesitate to support
Palestine and will always
defend the rights of the
Palestinian people.
Hailingthe Islamic]ihad as
aninfluential movement

insafeguardingtherights
of Palestinians, Raisi said
theinitiative for settling
the fate of Palestine isin
thehandsoftheresistance
groups and will continue
tobe implemented until
ultimate victory over the
Zionistregime.

In the meeting with
Haniyeh, Raisireaffirmed
thatIran will continue to
support Palestine as the
mainissue ofthe Muslim
world.

"We have never had and
will never have any doubt
aboutthis policy. In our
view, Palestine has been

and will be the firstissue
ofthe Muslim world,” he

noted.
Raisi also commended
Haniyeh’s  optimistic

stance on the liberation
ofal-Quds and the end of
Palestine’s occupationand
said ‘Operation al-Quds
Sword’ -the Palestinian
resistance groups' 11-
day retaliatory rocket
and missile launches in
response to Israel's brutal
bombing campaign of Gaza
inMay-showed thatagreat
leap hasbeenmadeinthe
fightagainstthe occupiers.
"Today, signs of great

victory of the resistant
movementhave emerged
and Operation al-Quds
Sword was one of the signs
ofthisvictory,”headded.

Also in the meeting
with the PFLP officials,
the incoming Iranian
president  described
resistance as the sole
way for victory against
the Zionists, saying,
“The Zionistregime has
not honored any of the
contracts and treaties it
has signed, and those
seekingthe normalization
oftieswith thatregime will
soonadmittheirmistake.”

Iran UN envoy:
UNSCmust confront
Israel's adventurism in
region

Stating thatthe Israeliregime and its
supporters presented fake information
onrecentincidentsinregional waters
to convince the UNSC, Majid Takht-
Ravanchisaid that UNSC must confront
Israel'sadventurismintheregion.
Inresponsetotherecentaccusations of
the Zionistregime against the Islamic
RepublicofIran, Iran's permanent
envoy to the UN Majid Takht-Ravanchi
inatweeton Saturday wrote, "Today,
Israel & its supporters presented fake
information onrecentincidents in

regional waters to convince #UNSC to
censure Iran & failed."

"We strongly rejectthese allegations,”
headded.

"#UNSC must confront Israel's
adventurismintheregion & rejectits
deceptions & fabrications,” the envoy
stressed.

Recently, the Zionist regime and
its western allies have made some
baseless claimsabouttheinvolvement
ofIranintheincidentfor Mercer Street
tanker.Some analysts believe that the
Zionists havelaunched a coordinated
operationinthe Persian Gulf, targeting
atanker offthe Omani coastthatKkilled
two people.

On Thursday, Iran’s mission to the UN

sentalettertothe head ofthe Security
Council, warning the Israeliregime
thatit“should bear consequences ofits
possibleadventurism”.

Inreaction to the accusations of the
Zionistregime and the United States
and the UK thatIran was involved in
the attack on the Israeli-operated
oil tanker, Iranian Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Khatibzadeh also said,
"Theillegitimate occupying regime of
Israel muststop the false accusations.
Thisisnotthefirsttime thatthe Zionist
regime has made such accusations
againstIran. Thisregime has taken
violence and insecurity with it
whereverithasgone. These statements
andaccusationsare condemned.”

Iranian drones outofthe water; Thisbecomes
adocument for them, but whichlaboratory has
realized thatthe dronebelongsto Iran?"
Shekarchiwent on to say, "We expectnothing
from the enemies butan enmity. The United
Stateshasnotsoughtinteraction. They have
always soughtto overthrowIran,and aslongas
the Zionistregime overshadows the country [the
US], theirapproach to Iran willnot change.”

"If we seek to confront the enemies, we will
announce it openly; Like what we did in Ain
al-Assad base. Therefore, the enemies' forging
document against Iran is a psychological
operation, and thisis due to their fear of the
unity of Iran," the spokesman of the Armed
forcenoted. "Of course, itis notvery difficult to
prepareaforged document, because the Zionists
are professionalin preparing forged documents,
and even makingan explosiononashipisnota
difficulttask."

Mora, S Koreandiplomat
discuss JCPOA inTehran

Deputy Secretary-General ofthe European Union
thanked South Korea’s Deputy Foreign Minister for
having "averyinteresting" conversation with him
onJCPOAin Tehran.

"Thanks to ViceMinister @jongchoiysu foravery
interesting conversation onJCPOA and the Korean
Peninsula. Looking forward to his visit to Brussels
to continue strengthening relations with a key
partnerofthe EU", Deputy Secretary-General ofthe
EuropeanUniontweed.

Enrique Mora, who had traveled to Iran to attend
theinauguration ceremony of the new Iranian
president Ebrahim Raeisi, made the remarks after
his meeting with South Korea's deputy foreign
ministerin Tehran.

Israel Distracting Attention from Its Crimes, Iran
Envoy Says on Tanker Attack Accusation

Iran’s deputy ambassador to the United Nations lashed
out at the Zionist regime for playing victim to draw
attention away fromits crimes in Palestine by making the
unfounded accusation of Tehran’sroleinarecentattack on
anIsraeli-managed ship.Ambassadorand Deputy Permanent
Representative of Iran to the United Nations, Zahra Ershadi,
made theremarksinastatementon Fridayaftera closed-door
meeting of the UN Security Council on arecentincident for
an [sraeli-operated oil tankerin the Sea of Oman.The Iranian
envoy's comments came in reaction to a highly provocative
statement by Israel’s minister of military affairs Benny
Gantz, who said on Thursday that the regime was prepared
to strike Iran, issuing a blatant threat against the Islamic
Republic.“Immediately following this event, Israeli officials
accused Iran of the incident. This is what they usually do. It
isastandard practice of the Israeliregime. Itsaimis to divert
attention ofthe world public opinion from the regime’s crimes
andinhumane practicesintheregion. To thatend, theyaccuse
others of wrongdoing. Inalmostallincidents in the Middle

toolbox,” Ershadisaid.

East, IsraelaccusesIran. They doitimmediately and provide no
evidence. Playingvictim, lyingand deceptionare partoftheir

She alsonoted thatthe [sraeliregime’s hue and cry on the
Mercer Streetincidentwas aimed, in particular, at concealing
itsterroristacts againstcommercial navigation.The Iranian
envoy thenreferred toreports by the Syrian governmentand
mainstream media outlets thatIsrael attacked atleast 10 oil
tankers enroute to Syria during the pasttwo years, killing at
leasttwo crewmembers ofthe targeted vessels.“Theseare only
afewexamples ofadventurism and destabilizing activities of
thelsraeliregimeatregional seas. Such unlawful and terrorist
actsseriously threaten maritime security, disrupt freedom of
navigationand endanger energy security,” sheadded.Ershadi
alsostressed thatsuchattacks by the occupying entity are gross
violations ofinternationallawand the UN Charterand “shallnot
gounpunished”, stressingthatthe UNSCmustpreventIsrael’s
“unbridled adventurism”in the region, and must prove thatit
isnot“trapped” by theregime’s “deceptionsand fabrications.”

“We
categoricallyrejectthe

unfounded accusation of Israel onthe Mercer Street
vesselincidentas we have written in our recentletter to the
council’spresident,” the Iranian envoy stressed,adding thatthe
Tel Avivregime “cannot whitewashits destabilizing practices
andvicious policiesbyblamingand accusing others.”Referring
to Gantz’s military threatagainstIran, Ershadisaid thatIsrael
continues to brazenly threaten to use force againstregional
countries, Press TVreported.‘Iran warns againstany such
adventurism and miscalculations. Yet, Iran will not hesitate
todefenditselfand secureitsnationalinterests,’ she stressed.




Pakistani Shialeader congratulates President Raisi on taking

office

Secretary-General of Pakistan top Shia party Majlis Wahdat-e-Muslimeen Pakistan (MWM) extended
congratulations toIran'snew president Ebrahim Raisias he was sworn into office.Allama Raja Nasir
AbbasJafriin amessage expressed hope thatrelations between Iran and Pakistan would further
strengthen under the governmentofPresident Raisi.He said therelations between the twoneighboring
countriesaredeep-rootedinhistory, culture,and geographical commonalities. MWM leader emphasized
thatPakistanisapartnerinsecurity, reconciliation, peace, prosperity, and regional stability especiallyin
Afghanistan.Headded the [slamic Republic of [ran and Pakistan, as twoneighboringand close countries
and have commoninterestsand concerns; and at the same time, there are valuable opportunities to
develop cooperationin the fields of energy, technology, economy, trade, defense, and security.
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Thousands Evacuated As Floods Hit North
Korea

Dixie Fire Becomes Third-Largestin California
History

deputy head ofthe North's meteorological

More than athousand homes were damaged and about agency, toldthe broadcaster.

Ahuge wildfire tearing through northern California
becamethethird-largestin the state's history Friday,and

5,000 people evacuated in North Korea after flooding “We expectheavy rain until the 10th of August
caused by heavy rains, the country's state broadcaster

reported, with swathes of farmland also inundated by the

invariousregions, centringaround the east
coastarea,’ Risaid.

looked setto continue growing.

deluge. North Koreanleader Kim Jong Un stressed Along-term drought that scientists
N N “all sectorsand units” must take measures . : .
to prevent “natural disastersinadvance” the sayis drivenby (?llmate change has left ,
The TVreportcomesastheimpoverished  official Rodong Sinmun newspaperreported the western United States parched -- . g
Northin Juneadmitted itwastacklingafood  on Saturday. and vuln'eraple to explosive and highly “odf —
crisis, soundingthealarminacountrywith  Natural disasters tend to have a greater destructivefires. . L R S m i A
amoribundagricultural sectorthathaslong  jmpactontheisolated country due toits weak The Dixie Fire, which this week razed work of firefighters more difficult.
struggled to feeditself. infrastructure, while deforestation hasleftit ;he GOI(:I Rdush tov¥ln 0{ gggenvﬂle, The Dixie Fire grew overnightby afifth,
Lastmonth, the UN's Food and Agricultural  yylnerable to flooding. k'als torche ngore than o SAUAre . more than 430,000 acres (174,000
Organization forecastsaid North Koreawas A series of typhoons last summer also ilometers (650 square miles) since it hectares), making it larger than the
facingafoodshortage ofaround 860,000 triggered floods thatdamaged farmland and le)liuptedlg mld-]ulg.h iff Todd Toh Bootleg Fire that has laid waste to a
tones this year, warning the country could  destroyed thousandsofhomes. ;H}a; lofmti’ erld' C‘Jc th]Of' n}i swathe of Oregon over the lastmonth.
experiencea “harshleanperiod” Kim said in June the country’s food supply W (.) ' E 1;.1ng O.SOErdma © . elg Thousands of square kilometers of the
Footage from Pyongyang's state-runKCTV  gjtyation was “getting tense” due to the Zgalnstt' N erel;ls)al the zstructlonwas western United States have burned this
showed homes flooded up to theirroofs,as  Jingering typhoon damage.North Korea is "IevaSt?'tflrllg’ lizportef . oMy veananalarmingresultofthe warming
wellaswhatappearedtobedamagedbridges.  nowunder self-imposed isolation to protect amalifelongresidentofGreenville. My planet that has affected weather
Thereportsaid “hundreds of hectares of  jtselfagainstthe coronavirus pandemic, and heart'}s crushed ny ‘.Nhat has occurred patterns.
farmland” were also submerged orlostin  asaresulttrade with Beijing -- its economic :c’l%ere},l hfe‘iild ;;brllel:flnglon Thur.sdday. By late July, the number ofacres burned
South Hamgyong Province, on top of the Jjfeline--hasslowedtoatrickle. 3; elotkst a;ha'vcle'fo.stremfences in California was up more than 250
severely affected homesandroads, asriver  The country suffered from a nationwide ane bUS NESSES... LI ISNOWIOTeVer  sercentfrom 2020 --itselfthe worstyear
levees collapsed, AFP reported. famineinthe 1990s,whichkilled hundreds of Shanged. S " ofwildfiresin the state'smodern history.
With thesoilalready saturated, furtherrains  thousands ofpeopleafterthe fall of the Soviet Alllcantellyouis:I msorry. The Dixie Fire has evoked painful
could cause more damage, Ri YongNam, the  ypjon|leftitwithoutcrucial support. Tgs t;)l\lxvr; Oif:re::élne stoiczg Cg?rl;ll;e(i memories of the Paradise Fire, the
: - : — — ztructure:gosne com?a};’etvgly and son?e dgadliest blaze in Califgrnia's recent
Resurgent Talibantake liberated" the province a|nd had ofdistrictsandborder crossingsin stone buildings reduced to rubble. history.Faulty power lines sparked
provincial capital, kill takencontrolofthegovernor'shouse, - recentmonthsand putpressure on Johns said there were no injuries so far that inferno, which swept through the
policeheadquartersandotherofficial — several provincial capitals,including £ the huge bl butstr dit northern town of Paradise in 2018,
Afghangovtspokesman buildings.Later,atop Afghangeneral ~ Heratinthewestand Kandaharinthe romtienuge biaze, butstresseciiwas killing 86 people. Pacific Gas and Electric,

Taliban insurgents captured an
Afghan provincial capitaland killed
the government's senior media
officer in Kabul on Friday amid
adeteriorating security situation
as U.S. and other foreign troops
withdraw.

A police spokesman in southern
Nimroz province said the capital
Zaranj had fallen to the hardline
Islamists because of a lack of
reinforcements from the Western-
backed government.
ATalibanspokesmansaid on Twitter
thattheinsurgentshad "completely

leadingthe counter-offensiveinthe
south of the country said Afghan
air force airstrikes had killed the
Taliban's top official for Nimroz
along with 14 ofhis men. Reuters
was unable to immediately verify
the claim by General Sami Sadat,
commander of the 215 Maiwand
Afghan Army Corps, on Twitter.
FightingtoreimposeastrictIslamic
regime 20 years after they were
ousted frompowerby U.S.-led forces,
the Taliban have intensified their
campaignto defeatthe government.
Theinsurgentshave taken dozens

south, asforeign forcespull out.

In New York, U.N. special envoy
for ~ Afghanistan = Deborah
Lyons questioned the Taliban's
commitmenttoapoliticalsettlement,
tellingthe U.N. Security Council the
warhad enteredadeadlierand more
destructive phase "reminiscent of
Syria, recently, or Sarajevo,inthenot-
so-distantpast".

Russia's U.N. Ambassador Vassily
Nebenzia said the prospect of
Afghanistanslippinginto full-scale
and protracted civil war "isa stark
reality".

vital that people in the path ofthe fire
heed evacuation warnings.

"This fireisnot over. If that plume is
anywherenearyourdirection...youneed
to prepare. Wherever the wind blows
thisfire, that'swhereit's goingtogo."
More than 5,000 personnel are battling
the blaze, whichissending enormous
clouds of smoke into the air thatare
easily visible from space.
Incidentmanagerssaid Friday they were
expecting gusting winds would fan the
blaze.

Thosewinds, coupled with steep terrain
andanabundance of very dry vegetation,
were fueling the flames and making the

California'slargestenergy utility firm,
was deemed responsible.

PG&E equipment is again being
blamed for the Dixie Fire, after atree
fell on apower conductor the day the
blaze began.The utility announced
inlate July it will bury 10,000 miles
(16,000 kilometers) of powerlinesin
amassive bid to preventits equipment
fromigniting more deadly wildfires.
Greenville itselfis no stranger to fire
disasters. A catastrophicblaze destroyed
much ofthe townin 1881, and several
major infernos have threatened
residentsintheintervening 140 years.
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