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Irankeentopartakein
Azerbaijan’s economic
projects

Iran’s East Azarbaijan province has expressed
readinessto collaborate inimplementing economic
and constructional projects of Azerbaijan Republicin
itsnewlyliberated territories.

AliJahangiri, deputy governor of East Azarbaijan
province for economic affairs, told reporters on
Wednesday atthe end of a three-day visit to Baku
(capital city of Azerbaijan Republic) that Iranian
companiesactive in production of industrial and
building materials are ready to cooperate in
construction projectsinlands freed from Armenia
followingasix-week war between Bakuand Yerevan
in2020.
Thecostoftransportationofbulkygoodsisanimportant
issue; so, East Azarbaijan province, especially Tabriz
(capital city of the province), isthebest place to deliver
commoditiesto Azerbaijan Republicduetothe vicinity,
theprovincial official said, notingthatforeign companies
canalso procureapartoftheirrequired commodities
fromthisprovince.

Headinganeconomicdelegation, Jahangiriadded that
thetwosidesdiscussed thewaystoexpand cooperation
inparticularin civiland infrastructure projectsinthe
liberatedareas.

Thethree-dayvisitwas coordinated by Iran’sembassy
in Azerbaijan Republicin order to pave the ground for
reviewingstrategiestobolstereconomicandindustrial
cooperationbetweenthe two countries.

He pointed out to the constructive talks between
authorities ofboth countriesas well asreadiness to
increasejointinvestments. Thetwosides further held
talksonholdinganexhibitioninabidtoshowcaselran’s
industrialand economiccapacitiesin Baku.
According to the deputy governor, both parties
emphasized onthe need forabandoning traditional
tradeinorderto promote technologicaland industrial
cooperation.

Economyexperts call for
revising billon CBI structure

Agroup ofeconomy expertshaswrittenaletter to the
head ofthe Iranian parliament’s Economy Committee
callingforrevisingabill passed on theresponsibilities,
goals, structure,and duties of the Central Bank of Iran
(CBI),IRNAreported.

The parliamenthad passed the mentioned billon “CBI
responsibilities, goals, structureand duties” inan open
sessiononMay 16.

According to the Parliament Economic Committee,
thisbillis supposed toamend the country’smonetary
andbankinglawapprovedin 1973; thebillisaimed at
preservingthevalue ofthe national currency.
Thebillisalso goingto make sure thatthe centralbank
wouldactmoreindependentlytobeabletomonitorand
dealwithirregularitiesthatarerelativelyindependent
ofthe government.Economy experts have called for
partsofthe mentionedbill tobe amended, saying that
ifthereformsare notimplemented, the billwillnotbe
effectiveinreformingthelegal structure ofthe country’s
monetary and banking system.The experts have
stressed thatthe centralbankmustbeindependent,
powerful, andaccountabletobeableto controlinflation.
Accordingto experts, the conditions of the country's
financial sector show that delaying the updating of
monetaryand bankinglawsisnolonger permissible,
and improving the productivity of the real productive
sector depends on financial reforms; reforms that
include afundamental review of the legal capacity of
the country'sfinancial sector.They emphasize thatin
ordertostrengthen theauthority ofthe CBI governor,
hisdismissalbefore the end ofhistermshould be subject
tothe president's consultation with non-executive
membersofthesupremeboard,and onlyallowedincase
ofprovennegligencein performingduties.
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Exportsfrom Isfahan provinceup
%150 inaquarteron year

The value of exports from Isfahan province

rose 150 percentduringthefirstquarter ofthe

currentlranian calendaryear (March-21june

21),as compared to the firstquarter of the past

year, aprovincial official announced.

o

R a s o ull
Kouhestani-

LI} Kounestani
ajouh, the
N E w s director-general

I 8 of Isfahan’s
e customs
department, said
that 570,025 tons of
commodities worth
$368.073 million was
exported from the
province in the first
quarter,showingalso 82
percentrisein terms of
weight.
Existence of the
industrial hubs in
the province such as
steel, textiles, home
appliances, paints, and
military industries is
one ofthereasons forthe
importance of Isfahan
Customs.
As announced by
the head of Islamic
RepublicofIran Customs
Administration (IRICA),
thevalue of [ran’s non-oil
exports reached $10.7
billionin the firstthree
months of the current
Iranian calendar year,
up 69 percentcompared
to thelastyear’s same
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period.

According to Mehdi Mir-
Ashrafi, Iran exported
30 million tons of non-
oil commodities in
the mentioned three

months, registering
a 38-percent rise
compared to the figure
forthelastyear’s Q1.

Meanwhile, some 8.4
million tons of goods
valued at $10.2 billion
were also imported
into the countryin the
said period toregistera
34-percentriseinterms
ofvalue comparedto the
lastyear’ssame quarter.
In total, the Islamic
Republic traded 38.4
million tons of non-
oil goods worth $20.9
billion with its trade
partners in the first
quarter of the current
Iranian calendar year,

up 25 percent and
50 percent in terms
of weight and value,
respectively, Mir-Ashrafi
said.

Accordingto the official,
the country’s trade
balance was $476 million
positiveinthe mentioned
time span.

Iran's top five non-oil
export destinations
during this period were
China with $3.1 billion
worth of exports, Iraq
with $2.3 billion, the
United Arab Emirates
(UAE) with over $1.3
billion, Turkey with $595
million, and Afghanistan
with $570 million.
Meanwhile, the country’s
top five sources of
imports duringthese two
months were the UAE
with $3.2 billion, China
with $2.2 billion, Turkey

with $1 billion, Germany
with $414 million, and
Switzerland with $384
millionworth ofimports.
The official also noted
thatover 2.742 million
tons of goods were

transited through
Iran in the said
period, registering

a 121-percent rise
compared to the same
periodinthe previous
year.

The value of [ran’s non-
oil trade stood at $73
billioninthe pastIranian
calendaryear (ended on
March 20).

Accordingto Mir-Ashrafi,
Iran’snon-oil exportwas
112 million tons valued
at $34.5 billion, while
thatofimportwas 34.4
million tons worth $38.5
billion in the pastyear,
the officialadded.

‘Developingdownstream
petchemindustries to
createmore added-value'

Developing downstreamindustriesinIran’s
petrochemical sectoris goingto create three
times more added value than selling raw
materials,a National Petrochemical Company
(NPC)board membersaid.

Accordingto Abdolhossein Bayat, the value of
petrochemical productexports stands at $2.7
billionwhichindicatesthat$3,000 morerevenue
hasbeen earned foreach ton of petrochemical
exportscompared tosellingraw materials.
Speakingatthe International Conference of
Export Developmentin Polymer Industriesin

Tehran on Tuesday, Bayatsaid: “Wearetryingto
steertheeconomyinadirectionthatisoil-based
instead of "oil-dependent",and the development
ofcomplementary downstreamindustriesisan
example ofthisprinciple””
“Wearenotgoingto produce oilasblack gold
andsellitto otherstoprocessitinto white gold
[petrochemical products], the added value of
petrochemical productsismuchmorethanblack
gold [raw oil],so oil mustbe converted to other
products by downstream industries so thatall
couldbenefitfromit,”hesaid.
Theofficialnoted thatinadditionto creatingmore
addedvalue, developingdownstreamindustries
would createmorejob opportunitiesmakingthe
economy moreresilientin the face of external
factorslikesanctions.

value-added.

Thepetrochemicalindustryplaysacrucialrole
inlran’snon-oil economy,asthe exportofsuch
productsisthesecond-largestsource ofrevenue
for the country after crude oil. Petrochemical
exportsalready constitute nearly 33 percent of
the country’snon-oilexports.

Facing the restrictions that the unjust U.S.
sanctionsbroughtabout for the oilindustry; its
developmenthasnotbeenhaltedand, witha
changeinstrategies, the Oil Ministry hasbeen
distancingitselffrom crude sellingand ismoving
toward the production of products with more

One ofthe majorareas for the realization of this
goalhasbeenthepetrochemicalindustry,wherea
widerange ofvaluable products canbe produced
fromIran’svastoilandgasresources.
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The Purchasing Managers’
Indexforthehousingsectorin
the third month ofthe current
[ranianyear (May 22-June 21)
settledat60.55from 57.14in
the preceding month (April
21-May 21), indicating a
5.97%increase, Iran Chamber
of Cooperativesreported.

PMI is an indicator of the
health of economic sectors
and provides information
about current business

Housing PMI Maintains Upward Monthly
Impetus

Raw material inventory,
employment conditions, new
orders, supplier deliveries
and
conditions were among the
criteria quizzed, yieldinga
final score ofbetween 1 and
100.

If a business scores 50, it
means that no change has
been perceived compared to
the previous month, while
scores higher orlower than

export/production

conditions to decision- 50indicatethatthebusiness
makers, analysts and is booming or stagnating
purchasingmanagers. respectively.
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Irannearly
Zeroes
electricity

exports amid
surging
domestic
demand

Iranian Energy
Ministry's Spokesman
for Electricity Industry
Mostafa Rajabi Mashhadi
said on Wednesday the
country has stopped
electricity exports to
neighboring countries
due to the surge in
domesticdemand and
only 50 megawatts
(MW) of electricity is
exported to Afghanistan
atthemoment.
According to Rajabi
Mashhadi, the imports
ofelectricity,ontheother
hand, havebeenraisedto
650 MW and the country
iscurrently importing
electricity from
Turkmenistan, Armenia,
and Azerbaijan, ISNA
reported.

The official had
announced on Tuesday
thatthe country’s power
plantsare currentlyable
togenerate only 54,000
MW ofelectricity which
isnearly 12,000 MWless
thanthe domestic power
demand.

According to Mashhadj,
daily electricity
consumption in
Iran reached 66,250
megawatts  (66.25
gigawatts) on Monday,
registeringanewrecord
inthe history of Iran’s
electricity industry as
a new heatwave has
blanketed the country
overthe pastfewdays.
The mentioned figure
was 8,000 MW more
than the consumption
in the previous year’s
peakperiod,and 10,000
MW more than the
figure in the previous
year’s same date, he
said.

The official further
notedthateachdegree of
temperature rise would
boost the country’s
electricity consumption
by 1,500 MW and the
temperatureis expected
toincrease evenmorein
the comingdays.

He wunderlined the
increasing use of air
conditioning devicesin
the summer period as
oneofthe majorreasons
for the increase in the
country’s electricity
consumption, callingon
people to manage their
consumptionand usethe
automaticallyregulated
devices to decrease
energy waste.
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Raeisi, Rouhani,
Ghaani condole
demise of Abu
Jihad

Inseparate messages,
president-elect
Ebrahim Raeisi,
Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani,
and IRGC Quds
Force Commander
Brigadier General
Esmail Ghaani
condoled the demise
of Palestinianleader
Ahmed]Jibril.

In a message on
Thursday, IRGC Quds
Force Commander
Brigadier General
Esmail Ghaani
condoled the demise
of Palestinian
leader Ahmed
Jibril, to leaders of
Popular Front for
the Liberation of
Palestine - General
Command.Hailingthe
role of Ahmed Jibril
in creatingthe nature
of Resistance, Ghaani
said, "He was one of
the founders of the
Axis of Resistance
who spent all his
efforts to serve
this front."Iranian
President Hassan
Rouhani also
condoled the demise
of Ahmed Jibril in a
message, considering
him a figure who
devoted his entire
honorable life to
defendingthe cause
of the oppressed
Palestinian nation
andstrengtheningthe
Resistance Front.
AbuJihad was one of
thetrueloyaliststothe
Palestinian cause and
a true supporter of
the Axis of Resistance,
Iranian president-
elect Ebrahim Raeisi
said in a message
while expressing his
condolencesoverthe
demise of prominent
Palestinian Resistance
Leader Ahmad Jibril.
The Popular Front
forthe Liberation of
Palestine - General
Commandannounced
the death of its
Secretary-General,

—

Leader condoles demise of Palestinian leader'Ahmed
Jibril

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei on Thu. expressed his deep
condolences on the death of Secretary-General of Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine
‘Ahmed Jibril'.The condolence message of the Leaderis read as follows,I offer my deep
condolencesonthedeath oftireless and indefatigable Palestinian Resistance leader Mr. Ahmed
Jibril' to the Palestinian people, all activistsin the field of Palestinian struggles as well as all
elements ofthe Resistance Frontin the West Asian region.This brave and hard-workingleader
spenthislife fighting for his oppressed Palestinian people and hishomeland 'Palestine'.l ask
the God Almighty to bestow him a greatreward and pray him a divine mercy and forgiveness.
May hissoul restin eternal peace. The Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine - General
Command announced the death ofits Secretary-General, Ahmad "Abu Jihad" Jibril, who passed
away on Wednesday in a hospital in Syrian capital Damascus.

Iran names Syria decision-maker as NEws

Astanameeting wraps up

Aseniorlraniandiplomatsaid thatdecisions

for the future of Syria will be made by the

country’s peopleand government.

Speaking to Ria
Novostiatthe end of

=

Thursday’s Astana-
ISFAHAN format meeting in
N E W s Nur-Sultan, Senior

NEWS Assistant to Iranian

_ B Foreign  Minister

§K/ INTERNATIONAL MEETING ON SYRIA

Nur-Sultan, July7-8. 2021

Date of 7thround of JCPOA talks not setyet

Accordingtoasenior Russian diplomatthe date of the beginning of the seventh round of
the Viennatalksaimed atJCPOArevivalisn’tsetyet.

"The date ofthe beginning of the seventh round of the #ViennaTalks on #]CPOAisn’tset
yet", Russian Permanent Representative to the International Organizationsin Vienna
said in a Thursday tweet."After the Presidential elections, #Iran needs more time for
preparations”, Mikhail Ulyanovsaid,adding, "It'snormal. However, today’s uncertainties
donotmeetany country’sinterests."The sooner the talksresume the better; he noted.Iran
hasalready held sixrounds of talks with JCPOA participants known as the P4+1 with the
aim of salvaging the JCPOA in the Austrian capital of Vienna. Tehran hasinsisted thatit
would resume full compliance with the deal after the full removal of the sanctions thatthe
previous USadministration under Trumpillegallyimposed on Tehran afterits unilateral
andillegitimate withdrawal from the JCPOA in May 2018.

v

Illegal US sanctions
endangering Iranians' health
Illegal US sanctions

endangering Iranians'health
AtoplIraniandiplomatslammedillegal US sanctions
against Iran, noting that such sanctions have
undermined Iranian people’shealth.

Endangering the health and security of people
with political aims is by no meanslegal, rather, it
isawar crimeand a crime againsthumanity, said
Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the
Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations Majid

in Special Political
AffairsAli-Asghar Khajinoted
thatnotall views of [ranand
RussiaregardingSyriaarethe
same. “We should not forget
thatneitherwenorRussiaare
decisionmakers for Syria; we
haveviewpointsbutthe Syrian
peopleand governmentwill
make decisions.”The main
decision for resolving the
Syrianissuesshouldbe taken
by the country’s people and
government, hehighlighted.
Elsewhere, he said thatany
humanitarian aid to Syria
shouldbe done through the
Syrian government with
a respect to the country’s
territorial integrity.The
Iranian delegation held
separate meetings with
delegations from Lebanon,
UN, Red Cross, and Iraq
regardingthe Syrianissue on
Thursday.
Duringthe meetings, different
issues were discussed
includingthe status of Syrian
refugeesinother countries
and theirrepatriation, and
swappingofprisonersofwar.
Here is the full text of the
statementbyrepresentatives
of Iran, Russia and Turkey
on the 16th International
Meetingon Syriainthe Astana
Format (Nur-Sultan, 7-8 July
2021)
The representatives of the
Islamic Republic of Iran,
the Russian Federation
and the Republic of Turkey
as guarantors of the Astana
format:
1. Reaffirmed  their
strong commitment to the
sovereignty,independence,
unity and territorial integrity
ofthe Syrian Arab Republic
as well as to the purposes

Charterand highlighted that
these principles should be
universally respected and
complied with;

2. Expressed their
determination to continue
working togetherto combat
terrorism in all forms and
manifestations and stand
againstseparatistagendas
aimed at undermining the
sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Syriaaswell as
threatening the national
security of neighboring
countries. Condemned the
increasingterroristactivities
invarious partsof Syriawhich
resultinlossofinnocentlives
includingtheattackstargeting
civilian facilities. Agreed to
continuetheir cooperationin
ordertoultimately eliminate
DAESH/ISIL, AlNusra Front
and all other individuals,
groups, undertakings and
entities associated with Al-
Qaeda or DAESH/ISIL, and
other terrorist groups, as
designated bythe UN Security
Council, while ensuring the
protection of civilians and
civilian infrastructure in
accordancewithinternational
humanitarianlaw. Expressed
serious concern with the
increased presence and
terroristactivity of “Hayat
Tahrir al-Sham” and other
affiliated terroristgroupsas
designated bythe UN Security
Council thatpose threat to
civiliansinsideand outsidethe
Idlibde-escalationarea;

3. Reviewed in detail
the situation in the Idlib
de-escalation area and

highlighted the necessity to

maintain calm on the ground
by fully implementing all
agreementsondlib;
4.Discussed the situationin
the northeast of Syria and
agreed thatlongtermsecurity
and stability in this region
canonlybeachieved on the
basisof preservation of the
sovereignty and territorial
integrity of the country.
Rejected all attempts to
create new realities on the
ground, includingillegitimate
self-rule initiatives under
the pretext of combating
terrorism. Reaffirmed their
determination to stand
againstseparatistagendas
inthe eastofthe Euphrates
aimed at undermining the
unity of Syria as well as
threatening the national
security of neighboring
countries. Expressed
concern,in thisregard, with
the increasing hostilities
againstcivilians. Reiterated
theiroppositionto theillegal
seizure and transfer of oil
revenues thatshould belong
totheSyrian Arab Republic;
5. Condemned continuing
Israeli military attacks
in Syria which violate
the international law,
international humanitarian
law, the sovereignty of Syria
and neighboring countries,
endanger the stability and
security in the region and
called forcessation ofthem;
6.Expressed their conviction
that there could be no
military solutionto the Syrian
conflictand reaffirmed their
commitment to advance

led and Syrian-owned, UN-
facilitated political process
inline with the UN Security
Council Resolution2254;
7.Emphasized theimportant
role of the Constitutional
Committeein Geneva,created
as a result of the decisive
contribution of the Astana
guarantorsandinfurtherance
ofthedecisions ofthe Syrian
National Dialogue Congress
inSochi;

8.Expressed theneed forthe
earlyholdingofthe 6thround
ofthe Drafting Commission
of the Syrian Constitutional
Committee in Geneva. In
thisregard, reaffirmed their
determinationtosupportthe
Committee's work through
continuousinteraction with
the Syrian parties to the
Constitutional Committeeand
the UN Secretary-General’s
Special Envoy for Syria Geir
0.Pedersen, as facilitator,in
ordertoensureitssustainable
and effective functioning;
9.Expressed the conviction
thatthe Committeeinitswork
shouldrespectthe Terms of
Reference and Core Rules
of Procedure to enable the
Committee toimplementits
mandate of preparing and
drafting for popularapproval
a constitutional reform as
wellasachieving progressin
itsworkand be governed by
asense of compromise and
constructive engagement
withoutforeigninterference
and externally imposed
timelinesaimed atreaching
general agreement of its
members.

TakhtRavanchi on Thursdayatahigh-level meeting
(HLM) of UN General Assembly on HIV/AIDS.
Referring to progress made by Iran in the field of
dealing with HIV and controlling the disease, the
ambassadorsaid despite all scientific progressin
thisarea, the Islamic RepublicofIranissstill suffering
from cruel unilateral sanctions of the USwhich are
against UN Charterand international law.
Theillegal sanctionshaveled toareductioninthe
budgetallocated to dealing with the HIVand have
negatively affected the healthcare system, he said,
adding thatthe embargoes prevent the import of
medical equipmentand technology.

Amid the current pandemicand its consequences,
the negative results of unilateral sanctions on
[ran’s publichealth, especially on women, children,
adolescents, the elderly, and those suffering from
disabilities, have increased.

Hewenton to say thatimplementation of HIV/AIDS
policies, including the Political Declaration, mustbe
consistentwith thelawsand development priorities
of Member States. They mustalso respectvarious
religiousvaluesand cultural backgrounds.

Gharibabadireacts to false claims of

Saudienvoyin Vienna
Iran'sambassadorand permanentrepresentative to
Vienna-based international organizationsreacted to
thebaseless claimsofthe Saudirepresentativein Vienna.
"ForSaudiArabia, the IAEAisnotbeing provided with
even minimum necessary verification authorities”,
[ran's Ambassadorand Permanent Representative to
International Organizationssaidinatweeton Thursday.
Hemadetheremarksinreactiontothebaseless claims
ofthe Saudiregime'srepresentative to the [JAEA who
accused Iran oftryingtoacquireanuclearweapon.
"Afailuretoimplementthesafeguardsbyrescindingthe
SQPs,couldallowthemtohide certainnuclearactivities
withoutthembeingsubjecttothe [AEAinspections”,
Kazem Gharibabadiadded.

The Atomic Energy Organization of Iran hasinformed
IAEA ofitsplan to produce uraniumsilicide fuel at
TehranResearch Reactor, [ran's envoy saidonJuly 7,
addingthatitsoperationsbeganimmediately.
Uraniumsilicide fuelisamoderntype ofnuclearfuel the
technology ofwhichisonlyavailableinafew countries,
Kazem Gharibabadinoted.

Sayingthatthe researchand developmentprocess
of producingsilicide had begun about three months
agousing natural uranium, the envoy said, "In the
new process,anew fuel plateis produced using 20%
enriched uranium.”

Ahmad Abu Jihad Iran: Any assistance to Syria must respect its national sovereignty

Jibril, who passed
away on Wednesdayin
ahospitalinthe Syrian
capital Damascus.
Ahmed Jibril, a
Palestinian leader
bornin 1938, founded
the Popular Front
forthe Liberation of
Palestine - General
Command, because
of his belief in the
"armed struggle to
liberate Palestine."

Iran's representative in the 16th round of talks on Syria, committeein Geneva,internationalaidsandsomemeasuressuch
knownasthe Astana Process, Aliasghar Khajistressed thatany  astheexchangeofprisoners, therelease ofhostageswereamong
humanitarianaid to Syriamustbe throughits governmentwith  thetopicsofthetalks.

respecttothenational sovereignty and territorialintegrity ofthis ~ Atthe end ofthe 16thround oftalks on Syria, knownasthe Astana
country.Atthe end ofthe talksheld in Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan, Process,on Thursday, Iran, Russia,and Turkey announcedina
Khajitold the Russiannews agency RIA Novostithatthemain jointstatementthattheywill continuetheir cooperationuntilthe
decision toresolve the Syrianissue should be made by the completeeradicationofthelSISand otherterroristgroupsinSyria.
governmentand people ofthe countryHenoted thatduringthe = Thetalksbeganin Nur-SultanonJuly 7 with the participation of
tripartite meeting on the final statementofthe committee, Iran's  the Syrian governmentand the Syrianarmed opposition groups
viewswere consistent.The Iranian official said everybodyshould  began.DelegationsfromIran, Russia,and Turkeyalso participated
rememberthatthe participants are notinthetalks "tomake intheAstanaProcessasguarantorstates.

decisions" on Syrianissuesbuttooffertheirpointsofviewtohelp  Highrepresentativesofthe United Nations (UN),Jordan, Lebanon,
the Syrian governmentand people to make the final decision. and Iraqwere presentas observersatthe talkswhichaimed at
Thesituationin Syria, the activities of the Syrian constitutional ~ stabilizingthe warand political crisisin Syria.

talksstartedin2017, by
Russia, Turkey and Iran, to provide an international
forum for negotiation and consensus-building for the opposing
factionsin Syria.Inajointstatementissued on Thursday, thethree
countries called for fullimplementation of the agreementsand
maintainingstabilityinIdlib,IRNAreported.
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Iran keen to partake
in Azerbaijan’s
economic projects

Morning call to prayer:
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Abdezadehjoins Spain’s Ponferradina

Iranian goalkeeper Amir Abedzadeh hasleft Portugal’s Maritimo for Spain’s Ponferradina thatplays
inSegundaDivision.

Nodetail ofthe contracthasbeenrevealed yet.
Reactingto the transfer,iconicfootballer Ahmad Reza Abedzadeh, father of Amir, wished success for
hisson.“I congratulate youson for youare getting closertoyour dreams. You entered abetterleaguein
Spainwhere youalways aimed.have no doubtthatyouwill shinein Spainwith your effortsand God’s
helpandachieveyourgoals. Goodluck,”he wroteinan Instagrampost.

Irannational team’s goalkeeperhadjoined Maritimoin 2017. Abedzadeh started his professional
career in Orange County SCin the United Statesin 2011 and afterayearhejoined Iranian giants
Persepolis.
The 28-year-old goaliewasamember of Team Melliin the 2018 FIFA World Cup in Russia.

H
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S.KoreaRe-
Imposes Maximum
Social Distancing
Rules amid Rise of
Covid-19 Infections

.

Sa.

The South Korean
governmenthasimposed
astrictsemi-lockdownon
the Seoul metropolitan
area as it went under
fourth wave of Covid-19,

with daily infections ; 1K
reachingrecord highs.

The ‘Level 4’ social A in] ‘
distancing rules - the i /
mostrestrictive under //\ ' ' ‘
South Korean public = | '”‘F ii
health guidelines - - fEEE ¥ A
were announced on ‘ 1 l
Friday for Seoul and the ARG

neighboring densely LA

populated Gyeonggi e ———

Province and Incheon.
The decision was taken
following a meeting of
officials from several
governmental agencies
chaired by Prime
Minister Kim Boo-kyum,
Yonhap news agency
reported.
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Exports from Isfahan province up

%150 in a quarter on year

Iran Always Ready to Facilitate Intra-Afghan

Talks: Zarif

calm forthe Afghannation,” Zarif stated.

Foreign Minister of Iran Mohammad Javad Zarif called

onthe Afghand

elegations attending a two-day round of

peace talks in Tehran to push for an end to the warin their

country, expressing Iran’sreadiness to pave the way for the

continuation of negotiations in any form possible.

Speaking at the conclusion of the
intra-Afghan talks in Tehran, involving
delegations representing the Kabul
government and the Taliban, Zarif
commended both sides for making peace
andtherelief of Afghan peopleapriorityin
theirnegotiations.

“Couragein peacetimeis more important
that courage in war, because one should
show altruismandindulgence for the sake
of peace,abnegate maximumdemands,and
pay attention to the other side’sdemands,
particularlyinthese negotiations thatthere
isnoother (third) party,asthetwosidesare
brothersandareinthe pursuitofpeaceand

He further noted thatthe Islamic Republic
ofIranwillalwaysbeready to facilitate the
continuation ofintra-Afghan talks in any
shape desirableto the participating parties.
The Afghan nation, which has been
suffering from miseries for 40 years, has
therightto oppose war, the top Iranian
diplomatadded.

Zarif called on the Afghan delegations
to seize the opportunity, end the war in
Afghanistanassoonaspossible,and bring
aboutdevelopmentforthe Afghan people.
The talks hosted by the Foreign Ministry
of Iran ended on Thursday with a
6-clause statement, in which the parties
acknowledged the threats of prolonged
war in Afghanistan and the consequent
damagesto their country.

They also agreed in the statement that
warisnotasolution to the problems of
Afghanistan and called for collective efforts
toachievea political and peaceful solution.

Untilrecently it was thoughtneutron star mergers were

the only way heavy elements (heavier than zinc) could

be produced. These mergers involve the mashup of the

remnants of two massive starsin abinary system.

Spectatorsto Face
Olympic Ban As'Tokyo
COVID Emergency
Declared: Report

Olympic organizers are set to
banall spectators from the Tokyo
Games, the Asahinewspaper has
reported,as]Japan’sprime minister
declaredastateofemergencyinthe
hostcity.

Ifconfirmed, theban onspectators
would markthelatestblow to the
troubled Olympics, delayed by a
yearbecause ofthe pandemicand
plagued by aseries of setbacks,
including massive budget
overruns.Aformaldecisionwillbe
reachedlater on Thursday.

Prime Minister Yoshihide Sugasaid
Tokyo’sfourth state of emergency
wouldbeginon Monday - 11 days
before the Games open-and end
on 22 August, two days before

thestartofthe Paralympics, The
Guardianreported.
Tokyoreported 920 newinfections
on Wednesday. That compares
with 714 last Wednesday and is
thehighesttotal since 1,010 were
reported on 13 May.Itannounced
896 new caseson Thursday.
“Takinginto consideration the
effectofcoronavirusvariantsand
theneedtopreventinfections from
spreadingtotherestofthenation
again, we need to strengthen our
countermeasures,” Suga said.
“Giventhesituation, wewillissuea
state ofemergency for Tokyo.”
Weeks of quasi-emergency
measures targeting Tokyo’s
night-time economy have failed
topreventthelatestwave of cases.
The governmentwillreimposean
unpopularbanonservingalcohol
atbarsandrestaurants, which will
alsohaveto closeearly.

The emergency declaration
in Tokyo - the centre of Japan’s
outbreakformuch ofthe pandemic
-isanembarrassmentfor Suga,
whosehandling of the crisis saw
his party performbadly in Tokyo
metropolitanassembly elections
lastweekend.

“Politically speaking, having no
spectatorsisnowunavoidable,”a
rulingpartysource told Reuters.
Suga’sinsistence thatorganizer's
and the International Olympic
Committee (10C) willbe able to
stagea“safeandsecure” Olympics
evenascasesriseinthe hostcity
could further anger voters just
afewmonthsoutfromageneral
election.The 10C and the Tokyo
2020 organizing committee said
lastmonth thatattendanceswould
be capped at 50% of a venue’s
capacity,oramaximumof 10,000
people.

Butweknowheavyelementswerefirstproduced
notlongafter the BigBang, when the Universe
wasreallyyoung. Backthen, notenoughtimehad
passed for neutron star mergers to have even
occurred. Thus,another source was needed to
explainthe presence of earlyheavyelementsin
the Milky Way.

The discoveryofanancientstar SMSS]2003-
1142 in the Milky Way's halo — whichis the
roughly spherical region that surrounds the
galaxy —is providing the firstevidence for
another source for heavy elements, including
uraniumand possiblygold.

David Yong, Academic, Research School
of Astronomy and Astrophysics, Australian
National University and Gary Da Costa, Emeritus
Professor of Astronomy, Australian National
University,say:

Inourresearch published in Nature, we show
the heavy elements detected in SMSS]J2003-
1142 werelikelyproduced, notbyaneutronstar
merger, butthrough the collapse and explosion
ofarapidly spinningstar withastrongmagnetic
fieldandamassabout 25 times thatofthe Sun.
We callthisexplosioneventa "magnetorotational
hypernova".

It was recently confirmed that neutron star
mergersareindeed one source of the heavy
elementsin our galaxy. As the name suggests,
thisiswhentwoneutronstarsinabinarysystem
merge togetherinan energeticevent called
a "kilonova". This process produces heavy
elements.

However, existing models of the chemical
evolution of our galaxy indicate thatneutron
starmergersalone could nothave produced the
specificpatterns ofelements we seeinmultiple
ancientstars,including SMSS]2003-1142.
SMSSJ2003-1142wasfirstobservedin 2016
from Australia, and then again in September
2019usingatelescopeatthe EuropeanSouthern

NewType of Space Explosion 10 Times More
Energetic Than A Supernova Found

Observatoryin Chile.

Fromthese observations, we studied the star's
chemical composition. Our analysis revealed
aniron contentroughly 3,000 timeslower than
the Sun's.In other words, SMSS]2003-1142is
chemically primitive.

The elements we observed in it were likely
producedbyasingle parentstar, justafterthe
BigBang.

The chemical composition of SMSS]2003-1142
canrevealthenatureand properties ofits parent
star. Particularlyimportantareitsunusuallyhigh
amounts of nitrogen, zincand heavy elements
includingeuropiumand uranium.

The highnitrogenlevelsin SMSS]2003-1142
indicate the parent star had rapid rotation,
whilehighzinclevelsindicate the energy ofthe
explosionwasabouttentimesthatofa"normal”
supernova— which meansitwould have been
ahypernova. Also,large amounts of uranium
would have required the presence oflots of
neutrons.

The heavy elements we can observe in SMSS
J2003-1142 today are all evidence that this
star was produced as a result of an early
magnetorotationalhypernovaexplosion.

And our work has therefore provided the first
evidence that magnetorotational hypernova
eventsareasource of heavy elementsin our
galaxy (alongside neutronstarmergers).
Buthowdoweknowitwasn'tjustneutronstar
mergersthatledtothe particularelements we
findinSMSSJ2003-1142? There'safewreasons
forthis.

In our hypothesis,asingle parent star would
have madeall the elements observed in SMSS
J2003-1142.0nthe otherhand,itwould have
takenmuch, muchlonger forthe same elements
tohave been made only through neutron star
mergers.Butthistimewouldn'thave evenexisted
thisearlyinthe galaxy's formation when these
elementsweremade.Also, neutronstarmergers
make onlyheavy elements, soadditional sources
suchasregular supernovawould had to have
occurredto explain otherheavy elements, such
ascalcium, observedin SMSS]2003-1142.This
scenario, while possible,ismore complicatedand
thereforelesslikely.
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