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NEWS

v

Electricity Use at All-Time
High

Iran’s electricity consumption reached an
unprecedented record of 64,046 megawatts on
Tuesday, the highestsince keepingrecords started
nearlyacenturyago.
The new record comes as high temperatures
nationwide has driven electricity consumption
to new heights, IRNA reported on the basis of
information from Iran Grid Management Company,
an Energy Ministry subsidiary.
The new figure (64,046 MW) shows a 19% growth
(10,000 MW) compared to the same time and day a
yearago.
Electricity consumption onJune 20 surpassed
62,000 MW.
Last]July, electricity consumptioninIran exceeded
58,000 MW, registering the highest power
consumptionrecordedinthe country.
Thehighestpeakdemandin 2015 wasabout50,000
MW.
[ran’s southern citiesare experiencinga 50-degree
Celsius temperature and the capital Tehran’s
temperature hasreached 38 degrees Celsius.
According to IGMC, the state-affiliated Power
Generation, Distribution and Transmission
Company’s (Tavanir) maximum generation capacity
is 59 gigawatts, yetthe demand hasapproached 64
MW.The 5,000-MW deficithas to be compensated
byload sheddingand frequent power outages that
have affected industrial unitsand household sectors,
especiallyin small towns.
According to Mostafa Rajabi Mashhadi, the deputy
for planning and economic affairs at Tavanir, the
currentinstalled power capacityis 84 GW. However,
alotlessisproduced especiallyinthe hotseasons
duetowastage, technical problemsandrestrictions,
aspower plantsare usuallynotallowed to operateat
full capacity.
"Close to 90% of consumers are in the average
300-kilowatthourbracketamonth, whichisabasic
consumptionbenchmark for subscribersinregions
withatemperate climate," he said.
"Depending ongeographical proximity of provinces,
the base model is modified," he added, noting
thatthose wholiveinarid and desertregionslike
Khuzestan, Hormozgan and Bushehr provincesare
heavy consumers, if their monthly consumption
exceeds 3,000 kilowatthours.
The figure is 2,000 kilowatt hours per month in
Kerman, Fars and Sistan-Baluchestan provinces.
Rajabi stressed that to meet the rising power
demand during the peakhours of summer, Tavanir
shouldadd 5,000 MW toits annual output.
“Thisisnoteconomically viable because power
consumption decreases by almost 50% as soon as
thehotseasonis overand mostpower plantsare
shutdown,” headded.
The constructionofa1,000-MW power plant costs
atleast $500 million and commonsense demands
thatthe same amountbe spenton encouraging
consumerstoreduce consumption for three months.
Power generation costs, including production and
transmission, are 2 cents per kilowatt-hour while
electricityissoldat0.7 cents perkWhnow.
According to Paven, the Energy Ministry’s news
portal, the number of electricity meters nationwide
has surpassed 35.5 millionand 3.5 million, as new
consumershavejoined thenational grid from 2015.
Household, agriculture and industrial sectors
account for 28.5 million, 436,000 and 242,000
consumers respectively. The restare publicsector
and commercial companies.
Rajabi noted that electricity imports from
neighboring states, including Turkmenistan,
Azerbaijan and Armenia, have approached 700
megawatts per day in thelastthree weeks.
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T'ehran, Yerevan call for removal of
trade barriers

Head ofIran’s Trade Promotion Organization
(TPO) Hamid Zadboum and Armenian Deputy
Economy Minister Varos Simonyan meton

Tuesdayin Tehranto discuss ways of removing

the barriersinthe way of trade between the

two countries.

o
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As reported,
the officials
underlined
the significant
NEwWS growth in the
IS level of trade
between the

two countries and
stressed the need for
planning to further
develop cooperation
within the framework

of the preferential

trade agreement with

the Eurasian Economic

Union (EAEU) and
achieve the desiredlevel
ofbilateral trade.

Speakinginthe meeting,
Zadboum referred to
the two countries’ deep
cultural, historical,
and political relations
and stated: “The
Trade Development
Organization of Iranis

ready to hold ameeting
of the [two countries]
jointindustrial, mining
and commercial working
groupinordertoidentify
obstaclesand problems
facing bilateral trade
and to take appropriate
and effective decisions
toaddressthem.”

He further expressed
satisfaction with
the holding of Iran’s
exclusive exhibition in
Armenia earlier this
month and noted that
holding such eventsin

the exchange of trade
delegationsisnecessary
to better introduce
exportcapabilities and
to exchange information
related to the needs of
the two markets.

Zadboum also pointed
totheremoval of non-
tariff barriers and
reduction of logistics
and transportation
costs, along with the
expansion ofthe scope
ofthe preferential trade
agreement between
Iran and the EAEU, as

increasing the level of
traderelations between
the two countries and
called for addressing
such subjectsinthejoint
working groups.
Simonyan for his part
welcomed the holding
ofajointworking group
on industry, mining,
and trade as soon as
possible,and announced
his readiness to hold
experttalks duringthe
meetings of the joint
working group between
the two countries.

the two countries and

important factors in

Iran’s Zanjan, Armeniato
expand trade ties

Iran’s Zanjan province and the neighboring
country of Armenia plan to boost trade
relationsas partofdevelopmentofbilateral
tiesbetween the two countries, a provincial
official says.

Chairman of Zanjan Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture Ali
Yeganefard told reporters on Thursday

nightthat Armenian Ambassador to Tehran
Artashes Toumanianis going to visit Zanjan
province.Yeganefard said thattheambassador
isscheduled tovisitZanjaninaone-day trip
inmid-July to evaluate trade and economic
capacities of the province.According to the
provincial official, different programs will
beheld during the trip, including a meeting
witheconomicand private sectoractivists,in
orderto pavetheway forexpansion ofties with
Armeniaand other countriesin Caucasusarea.

Thevisitwill be held inline with executinga
roadmap for Zanjan province’s foreign trade
and bolsteringbilateral trade ties between
Armeniaand Zanjan, he added.The two sides
are going to hold talks on expanding trade
exchanges, dispatching trade delegations,
inspecting economic capacities, he noted.
Zanjan Chamber of Commerce, Industries,
Minesand Agriculture planstodispatchatrade
and economic delegation to Armeniain the
near future, the official went on to say.

Irantohaveaccessto
10m coronavirus vaccine
by Sep.

The Spokesman for National Task Force for
Fighting Coronavirussaid Fri.thatassoonas
thisSeptember, the health officialsin Iran will
have accessto 10 million Covid-19 vaccines
permonth.

Alireza Raeisi, Spokesman for National Task
Force for Fighting Coronavirus,said on Friday
that"Wewill receive about one million doses

of Sputnik Vvaccine, one million doses of
[locally produced]Pasteur vaccines and
seven million doses of Cov Iran Barakat
vaccines."The spokesman added that "We
willalsoreceive atleasttwomillion doses of
vaccine fromabroad permonth."

He added that after the vaccination of the
elderlypeopleiscompleted, the vaccination
of people with high-riskjobswillbegin, which
includes teachers, university professors,
taxidrivers, pilots, prisonersand soldiersin
barracks, etc.

Nearly 5 million peopleinIranhavereceived

the first doses of Covid-19 vaccines so far,
accordingtolatest figuresreleased by the
health ministryyesterday.

Meanwhile, the secondlocally-manufactured
vaccine obtained the necessarypermittojoin
the national vaccination campaign against
the Covid-19 pandemicinIran on Tuesday
after COV-Iran Barakat which was given the
permiton]june 14.
Iranalsounveileditslocally manufactured
Russian Sputnik V vaccine on Saturday
duringaceremony attended by Iran'shealth
officials.
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“So far, the Indian company
has delivered
equipment worth $24
million to this southeastern
Iranian port, accounting for
28% ofthe totalinvestment

| News |
Urmia Lake’s Water Level Down 60cm

Indian Ports Global Limited
deliveredits third batch of build, operate and transfer
portequipment, including
two coastal cranes, to
Chabahar’s Shahid Beheshti
Terminal, the deputy for
portand economic affairs

agreed upon as part of a

(BOT) contract between
Ports and Maritime
Organization of Iran and
IPGL,” Hossein Shahdadi
was quoted as saying by

with Sistan-Baluchestan’s IRNA.
Ports and Maritime Aspartoftheagreement
Organizationsaid. with Iran, India is

committed to provide six
cranesand otherequipment
worth $85 million to
operationalize the Shahid
Beheshti Terminal, whichit
would thenrunfor10years.
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What's News

Oil Prices
Riseas
Stockpiles
Decrease,
Supply
Tightens
OilpricesonWednesday
extended the previous
day's small gains after
an industry report
showed US crude
stockpilesfelllastweek,
overriding trader and
investor concernsabout
transportation curbs
in some countries as
Covid-19casessurge.
Brentcrude wasup 31
cents,or0.4%at$75.07
a barrel, after edging
higher on Tuesday. US
crudewasup46cents,or
0.6%at$73.44abarrel,
having risen 0.1% in
the previous session,
Reutersreported.
While the highly
contagious Deltavariant
of the coronavirus is
taking hold in many
countries, prompting
new lockdowns or
movementrestrictions
from Australia to
Portugal, hopes of
a broader recovery
in demand for fuel
remainedintact.
Onthelastday ofJune,
Brent is heading for
another monthly gain,
whichwould mean the
contract has risen for
sixoutofthelastseven
months. US crude has
traded similarly since
November.

"Futures have been
trading on a one-way
rippertotheupsideever
since the November 2
headline declaring a
Covid-19 vaccine had
beendeveloped,” said
Bob Yawger, director
of energy futures, at
Mizuho Securities.
Crude stocks in the
United Statesweredown
by 8.2 million barrels,
American Petroleum
Institute data showed,
accordingtotwosources,
who spoke on condition
ofanonymity.

Still, gasolineinventories
rose by 2.4 million
barrels and distillate
stocks were up by
428,000 barrels, the
sourcessaid.

But hopes for a broad
recovery  received
a boost from OPEC
Secretary-General
Mohammad Barkindo
whosaidonTuesdaythat
demandisexpectedto
riseby 6 millionbarrels
per day in 2021, with
5 million bpd of that
cominginthesecondhalf
oftheyear.
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KimJong-Un Pledges to Raise Partnership with Chinato New

Level

North Koreanleader Kim Jong-unvowed toboostthe “strategic” relationship with hismainally, China
adayafter scoldinghis own officials for the COVID-19 response. Beijing earlier promised to provide
helpifneeded.Kim sentamessage to Chinese President XiJinping, congratulatinghim on the 100th
anniversary of the Chinese Communist Party. He praised Xi's efforts to fight poverty and create a
“wealthysociety,” aswell as “increasing the overall power of the countryandraisingitsinternational
The Workers’ Party of Korea, by its firm unity with the Chinese Communist Party, would
raise (the North Korea)-China friendship to anew strategic pointasrequired by the timesand as
desired by the peoples of the two countries,” Kim said, according to the Korean Central News Agency.
Beijinghasbeen Pyongyang’s principal ally since North Koreawas founded shortly after WWII. China
isalso North Korea'stop trading partner, though trade between the neighbors plummeted lastyear

nu

prestige.

and now shows signs of recovery, according to mediareports.

Ministeras Positive

ambassador, Sputnikreported.

ambassadors' return.

= Russiaexpects JCPOA to be backin
effectbeforeJuly 14

Lebanese
al-Mayadeen
launchesits
English-edition
website

Few days after the
United States blocked
access to some
Arabic and English
websites affiliated
with the resistance
groupsintheregion,
Lebaneseal-Mayadeen
announcedthelaunch
ofits English website
on Thursday.

"On  the ninth
anniversary of the
launch of AlMayadeen
Media Network, we
were late in issuing
Al Mayadeen net in
English, yethereitis;
ourfirstEnglishedition
officiallylaunched.Itis
our third edition after
our Arabicand Spanish
editions," Ghassan Ben
Jeddou, Al Mayadeen
Network CEOsaidina
note published on its
website.The CEO said,
"Our main concern
was to address the
Arab public opinion.
Who can forget the
circumstances under
which Al Mayadeen
was established
prior to the actual
fulfillment of our
dream of its birth?
Who can forget that
we were in the midst
of blood-shedding

and destructive
Arab, regional,
and international
conflicts? Can we ever

forgetthe "Decade of
Fire" that was and is
still fueled by media
outlets blinded and
driven by all forms
of ignorance and
distortion campaigns
to the extent that
they actually became
essential collaborators
in the killing and
destruction? We were
and still are at the
heart of the public
opinion battle."He
noted, "Al Mayadeen
English focuswillbe on
the new generations
and renewed minds,
using modern and
scientificlanguage.""Al
Mayadeen English
joining Al Mayadeen
Online is a modest
yetwell-established
step. It is rooted,
unwavering, and
resilient. [t constitutes
of a young crew led
by an intelligent
and creative
administration. Thus,
this site may usher
in a new era for Al
Mayadeen,” Mr. Ben
Jeddouadded.

Russia FM spokeswoman Maria Zakharova

said her country expects that the talks on

thereturnofthe USto the Irannucleardeal
(JCPOA) will be successfully completed by
the 6th anniversary ofthe deal on July 14.

US Ambassador Assesses Meeting with Russian Deputy Foreign

US Ambassador to RussiaJohn Sullivan assessed his Thursday's meetingwith Russian Deputy Foreign
Minister Sergei Ryabkov as positive, stressing that they agreed on further cooperation.

"Imetwith deputy foreign minister. [t was a positive meeting and we look forward to work(ing)
cooperativelytogether," Sullivan told RIA Novosti.

Ryabkov earlier said he would discuss strategic stability and bilateral relations with the US

Earlierinthe day, Sullivanarrived at the Russian Foreign Ministry for the meeting thatlasted around
90 minutes.Sullivan and Russian Ambassador to the US Anatoly Antonov travelled to theirhome
countries for consultations this springamid deterioration of bilateral relations.However, at the
Russia-US summitin Geneva, presidents Vladimir Putinand Joe Bidenreached an agreement on the

Foreign Ministry
Spokeswoman
Maria Zakharova
told a briefing on

NEWs

Thursda that
S y

Russia expectsthat
the talks onthereturnofthe

UStothe]JointComprehensive
Planof Action (JCPOA) willbe
successfully completed by the
sixthanniversary of the Iran
nuclear deal - July 14, TASS
newsagencyhasreported.

According to the
spokeswoman, consderable
progress has been seen at
thetalksonthelrannuclear
dealinVienna."Overthese
three months, the delegations
have managed to achieve
substantial progress in
coordinating the parameters
and modalities ofthe process
to restore the JCPOA. They
also managed to determine
the response and the
sequence of the moves that
the USand Iranare to make,
aswellastoanalyze howthe

corresponding commitments
will be formalized and their
checksensured,"sheadded.
Along with the revision of
restrictions against Iran
imposed by the US, it is a
priorityto "restoreassoonas
possible theverifyingactivity
ofthelAEAinIrantothedegree
envisaged by the Joint Plan
of Action," she said. These
agreements havenosensible
alternative, "and without
them security measuresare
gettingmorevulnerable,” the
diplomatstressed.
Meanwhile,nopracticalmoves
are seen from the US fornow
of abandoning its policy of

pressuring Iran, Zakharova
added.

Iran has already held six
rounds of talks with JCPOA
participants known as the
P4+1withtheaimofsalvaging
the JCPOA in the Austrian
capital of Vienna. Tehran has
insisted thatitwould resume
full compliance with the deal
after the fullremoval of the
sanctions that the previous
US administration under
Trumpillegally imposed on
Tehranafteritsunilateraland
illegitimate withdrawal from
the]JCPOAinMay2018.
Tehran hasalready stressed
thatitwouldleave the Vienna

talksiftheytaketoolongand
ifitslegitimate demandsas
per the JCPOA are not met.
Anyway, the other parties,
especiallythe Europeansseem
tobekillingtimeasthenewUS
administrationisstill sticking
tothe Trump-erasanctions.
Tehran has also said that
it does not attach any
importancetothe USreturnto
theagreementifthesanctions
arestillin place. The current
USadministrationhasnotyet
fulfilled the promisesjoe Biden
madeduringhis presidential
elections campaigns toundo
Trump'sactionsandreturnto
thedeal.

Gen. Soleimani
assassination an example

of state terrorism

Iran's ambassador and Permanent
Representative at the UN Office in Geneva
Esmaeil Baghaei Hamaneh criticized
describing the assassination of Gen.
Soleimani as "arbitrary killing" by a UN
specialrapporteur.

Esmaeil BaghaeiHamaneh made the remarks
atthe 47thregular session of the Human
Rights Council on Thursday.

TheIranian envoy said that Lt. Gen. Qassem
Soleimaniwas atrue defender of human
rights and someone who opposed the
occupationand ISIL terrorism.
Hedescribed the USactioninassassinating
Gen. Soleimaniasabrutal, arbitrary, unjust,
andillegal actthatthreatened peaceand
security inthe world.

The USadministration's failure in holding
accountable and bringing to justice the
perpetrators behind the assassination s
explicitly clear, he said.

The diplomat further pointed out that
the Iranian people remember Martyr

Soleimaniasasymbolicsoldier whoisalso
remembered by all the nations in the West
Asiaregion.

He added that neither Iranians nor the
nations in the West Asiaregion who owe
theirliberation fromISIL terrorismto Martyr
Soleimaniwill give up their demand tobring
perpetrators behind that heinous crime to
justice.

He furtherargued thathumanrights bodies
andentitiesare expected tounderstand the
impactofthe heinousassassination of Gen.
Soleimani on the rule oflaw and human
dignity.

Russiaconductslivefire
exercise near US-led naval
drill

Russiacarried outlive-fire military drillsin the
BlackSeaasthe USand Ukraine-led drillsgoon

inthe sameareainthe sea.Russian warships
have carried outalive fire training exercise in
theBlack Sea, the country’s Black Sea fleet said
on Thursday,as Ukraine and NATO countries
held military drillsin the same wider area,
Reutersreported on Thursday.The Sea Breeze

drills,led by Ukraine and the United States,
followaspikeintensions between NATO and
Moscow after Russialastweeksaidithad fired
warning shots and dropped bombs in the
path of a British warship to expel it fromits
territorial watersnear Crimea.

Theregime’swarplanesbomb positionin Gazareportedly
belongingtoresistance movement Hamas.

Theviolation of the ceasefire cameinresponseto alleged
incendiary device-laden balloons flown towards the

occupiedterritories fromthe enclave.

“The strike was carried outinresponsetothearsonballoon
attacks,” the Israelimilitary said onits Twitter page of the

Thursday attack, PressTVreported.

Itspecifieditstargetasanalleged site used by Hamas to

“developandbuild weapons.”

“Mostofthefires (resulting from the purported balloons)
were small and not dangerous,” The Times of Israeli
reported, citing the regime’s Fire and Rescue Services.
“Firefighters gained control ofblazes before they cause

damage,’thedailyadded.

The Israeli military added that it “will respond with
determinationagainst” any suchincident.

[ R
Israeli regime violates ceasefire by attacking Gaza

InMay, theregimelaunched its fourth full-scale war against
thealready Tel Aviv-blockaded impoverished territory.

The warkilled more than 250 Palestinians, butthe regime
was forced to putouta desperate call for a ceasefire after

Gaza’'sresistance groups targeted the occupied territories

withmorethan 4,000 rockets.
Thelsraelidaily claimed thatthe Thursday offensive marked

“ashift”intheregime’snew Prime Minister Naftali Bennett’s

policy. Itsaid the attackhad shown thatthe regime’s new

officialshad even ramped up their violence against the

coastal territory compared to the previous ruling coalition
of premier Benjamin Netanyahu, “which did not always
respond toarsonballoonattacks withairstrikes.”

Hamashas, however, strongly warned the regime on many
occasionsagainsttestingits firepower.Ithasreminded it
howtheresistance’srocketsreached surprisingdistances

duringitslatestsuccessful defensive operation againstthe
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Russia condemns US for
closing websites close to

Resistance

Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman has
condemned therecent US action in shutting down
more than 30 [ranian and regional websites close
to the Resistance groups as a politically motivated
action.Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman
Maria Zakharova said that US Internet service
providersonJune 22nd restricted access to more
than 30 websites."We condemn the blocking of
websites for political reasons and the abandonment
of democraticvaluesintheinterests of Washington,"
she said.The US Department of Justice June 22
issued astatementin which itannounced blocking
33 websites operated by the Islamic Radio and
Television Union (IRTVU) and three websites
belongingtoIraqresistance groups Kataib Hezbollah
under the pretext of "violation of US sanctions."The
Iranian Press TVand Kawthar TV,aswellal Al-ALam
websites have now shiftedtoa".ir" domainand are
currently accessible after the USaction.

US convoy targeted in Iraqi city
of Hillah

Local Iraqi sources have said alogistics convoy
belongingto the UStroops was targeted in the city
of Hillaon Friday.There were noimmediate reports
of casualties, while details of the attack have yet to
bereleased by Iraqi media.Attacks on US convoysin
Iraq continue as Washington seeks to delay strategic
talks between Iraq and the United States over the
withdrawal of US troops.After the assassination of
top Iranian general Lt. General Qassem Soleimani
and hisIraqi companionsnear Baghdad airportin
early 2020, the Iraqi parliamentapproved piece
legislation calling on foreign troops to leave the
country. Thelegislation has asked the government
toimplement the expulsion of the US troops from
Iraqisoil, something thathasnotbeenrealized
yetdespite intensified attacks by Iraqis on the US
military convoys.

WHO warns of possible third

coronavirus wave in Europe

The World Health Organisation (WHO) said
on Thursday that crowds at Euro 2020 football
stadiums and other public placesin hostcitiesare
driving the currentrise in coronavirus infections
in Europe.The WHO said in a statement thata 10-
week decline innew coronavirusinfections across
theregion has come toan end and anew wave of
infectionsisinevitable if football fans and others
drop their guard, according to Reuters.Last week,
thenumber of new casesrose by 10%, driven by the
mixing of crowdsin Euro 2020 hostcities, travel,and
easing of social restrictions, WHO said.In the wake
ofthe emerging wave of the pandemicin Europe,
the new German Interior Minister Horst Seehofer
calledadecision by European soccer's governing
body UEFA to allowbig crowdsatEuro 2020 "utterly
irresponsible”.

war.
The defensive campaign,

knownasthe Operation Sword ofal-Quds, saw Hamas'
projectilesflyasfarastheholy occupied city ofal-Quds and
Tel Avivitselfas well aseven northern-lying cities such as
Haifaand Nazareth.
The movementhas,accordingly, asserted thatithas many
meansatitsdisposalto contain theregime’saggression.
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President Urges Compliance with Protocols to Avoid New COVID

Wavein Iran

[ranian President Hassan Rouhani called for the strict observance of the health protocols and the coronavirus
restrictionsinordertoaverta fifth wave ofthe pandemicin the country.Ina Thursday meetingwith the heads
ofthespecialized committees ofthe Coronavirus Fight National Headquarters, President Rouhani was given
areportonthehighrate of spread of the Delta variantof coronavirus.The presidentthen emphasized that
compliance withthe healthinstructionsisstillthe bestway to controland combatthe pandemicand prevent
anewwaveinthe country.Stressingthe need for the full observance ofthe health protocolsby the peopleand

20000 Rials

theapplication of seriousand accurate supervision, the presidenturged the supervisory bodiesin charge to
handle the situation carefully.Regarding the vaccination program, the presidentunveiled plans to deal with
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Russiaexpects
JCPOA tobebackin news

effectbefore Julyl4
5 | Ejei Appointed

. . as Iran’s New

Gen. Soleimani Judiciary Chief
assassinationan Leader of the Islamic
example of state Revolution Ayatollah Seyed
. AliKhameneiappointed
terrorism Gholam Hossein Mohseni
B Ejeiasthenewheadoflran’s

Tehran, Yerevancall  Judiciary.
f loftrad The Leader made the
orremovalortrade appointmenton Thursday
barriers o throughanofficial decree,

naming Mohseni Ejei to
replace Ebrahim Raeisi,
whoservedinthe position
formorethantwoyears.

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

04:21:34 Raeisi won the June 18

Noon call to prayer: presidential election by a

13:07:38 landslideand will take office

Evening call to prayer: as Iran’s eighFh president

20:35:00 inAugust.Inhisdecree, the

111 Leader thanked Raeisifor

hisvaluable services and

brilliantrecord duringhis

tenure as the head of the

Judiciary branch of power

and cited Mohseni Ejei’s

merits and long-term

High:38°¢ serviceintheJudiciaryas
Low:285 thebasisofhisdecision.

the shortage ofvaccine by importing foreign products and usingthe homegrown vaccines thathave obtained

Iran to have access to 10m
coronavirus vaccine by Sep. o

India’s IPGL Delivers Third Batch of Port

Equipment to Chabahar

Indian Ports Global Limited delivered its third batch of port
equipment, including two coastal cranes, to Chabahar’s

Shahid Beheshti Terminal, the deputy for portand economic

affairs with Sistan-Baluchestan’s Ports and Maritime

Organization said on Monday:.

“So far, the Indian company has delivered
port equipment worth $24 million to this
southeasternIranian port,accounting for 28%
ofthetotal investmentagreed upon as partof
abuild, operate and transfer (BOT) contract
between Ports and Maritime Organization of
Iranand IPGL,” Hossein Shahdadiwas quoted as
sayingby IRNA.

Aspartofthe agreement with Iran, India s
committed to provide six cranes and other
equipmentworth $85 million to operationalize
the Shahid Beheshti Terminal, which itwould
thenrunfor 10years.The South Asian country
delivered the first consignment of port
equipment,includingtwo 140-ton coastal cranes
worth $8.5 million onJan. 17 and the second
batchoftwo 100-tonmobile coastal cranesworth
$7.5million,onMarch 16.
[PGLisajointventure managed by Jawaharlal
NehruPort Trustand Kandla Port Trustforthe

developmentofportsoverseas.

Thebilateral contractbetween Iranand Indiawas
signed on May 23 for equipping, mechanizing
and starting operations atthe portunderthe
firstphase.

The development of Chabahar Portwill help
expand economicand mutualrelationsbetween
Indiaand Iran,inaddition to givinga further
boost to maritime trade between the two
countries.

Strategic Advantage

Thelocation of Chabahar Port has strategic
advantage and high potential to provide
connectivityamongIndia, Iran, Afghanistan,
Uzbekistan and other Commonwealth of
Independent States countries, especially eastern
CISnations,andboosttrade.

But US sanctions on Iran slowed down the
port’sdevelopmentand Indian officialsare
now counting onathawinrelationsbetween
Washingtonand Tehranunder US President]oe

Bidento move forward with nearly $500 million
ofinvestments,accordingto Reuters.

Mansukh Mandaviya, India’s portsand shipping
minister; said the porthad already commenced
operationsinalimited way and the growth
potentialwasevident.

“ChabaharPorthad handled 123 vesselsand 1.8
million tons of bulkand general cargoes from
February2019toJanuary 2021,”hesaid.
“Thisis much higher than our expectations.
Imaginethescale of operationsand freightsaving
onceitisfully operational””

Last year, amid the pandemic, India used
ChabaharPorttosend 75,000 tons of wheatas
humanitarianassistance to Afghanistanand 25
tonsofthe pesticide malathiontoIrantodeal with
alocustinvasion.

“Chabahar Porthasemerged asthe connecting
point forthe region to deliver humanitarian
assistance during the Covid pandemic,’
Mandaviyasaid.Indiaalso planstosetupa600-
kmrailroad from Chabahar Portto Zahedan,
the provincial capital of Sistan-Baluchestanin
Iran close to the Afghan border, atacostof $1.6
billion to facilitate the movement of goods to
Afghanistan.Theministersaid New Delhihasalso
proposed theinclusion of Chabahar Portinthe
International North-South Transport Corridor
(INSTC),which connects Mumbaiwith Moscow.
The INSTC project, proposed by India, Russia
andlIranin2000,andlater supportedby 10 other
Central Asian countries, envisionsa 7,200-km-
long multimodal network of ship, railand road
forfreighttransport,aimingto cutcarriage costs
byabout30% and transittime from 40 days to
about 20 days. Rise in Domestic Investment,
Local Production
Domesticinvestmenthasalsoincreased in
Chabaharovertheyears.
“Domesticinvestmentin Chabaharincreased
from 630 billionrials [$2.5 million]in theIranian
yearendingMarch2015toover 3,000billionrials
[$12million]intheyearendingMarch2021.0nly
20investment contractswere signedintheyear
endingMarch 2015. As we speak, seventy-five
contracts have been finalized with investors,”
Abdolrahim Kordi, thedirector of Chabahar Free
Zone Organization, saidin April.

Pakistan says Iran has importantrole for

peacein Afghanistan

Pakistan Foreign Ministry Spokesperson emphasized the

position of Tehranand Islamabad in helping toresolve the

Afghanissue,and said certainly Islamic Republic of Iran

hasanimportantrole to playin Afghan peace process.

Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri responding to a
question of IRNA during his weekly media
briefingin Islamabad on Thursday said Iran
and Pakistan are directly affected by the
situationin Afghanistan.

Reacting tothe recent proposal of Iran's
Special Representative for Afghanistan
Mohammad Ebrahim Taherian Fard to
revive Tehran-Islamabad-Kabul trilateral
mechanism to help advance the peace
process,headded Iranisaveryimportant
regional country and a neighbor of
Afghanistanand certainly it hasanimportant
roletoplayin Afghan peaceprocess.
Referring to Pakistan's close cooperation
with Iran on Afghanistan, the Pakistani
Foreign Ministry spokesman said, "Pakistan
in past had worked with Iran on Afghan
peace and we thinkall countries, especially

the immediate neighbors of Afghanistan,
must contribute towards the Afghan peace
process.”

Iran's Special Representative for Afghanistan
Mohammad Ebrahim Taherian Fard traveled
to Afghanistan and Pakistan last week to
discuss the latest developments related
topeace and Tehran's consultations with
Afghanistan'sneighbors.

Inameeting with Afghan Foreign Minister
Mohammad Hanif Atmar, he proposed a
tripartite meeting of Kabul, Islamabad, and
Tehran.

Foreign Minister of Pakistan Shah Mehmood
Qureshiduringameetingwith Ambassador
Ebrahim Taherian Fard, praised Iran's efforts
to help advance the Afghan peace process
and stressed the need to strengthen mutual
cooperation and contribute to peace and
stability in the region.

Qureshi said unrest in Afghanistan has
affected both Pakistanand Iran.

He warned the escalation in Afghanistan
could create an atmosphere for enemies
of peace to undermine peace efforts in
Afghanistan.

Provincial Inflation

Reviewed

The growth in overall Consumer
Price Indexinthe third month of
the currentIranianyear (May 22-
June 21) was the highest (4.1%)
in Qazvin Province compared
withthe monthbefore.This comes
as, according to data released
by the Statistical Center of Iran,
Hamedan Province posted the
lowestmonth-on-monthinflation
of 1.2% last month. CPI, using
the Iranian year to March 2017
asthe base year, stood at316.2
for the month under review,
indicatinga 2.5% rise compared
with the previous month. [lam’s
goods and services consumer
inflationregisteredarise of56.1%

duringthe month endingJune 21
compared with the similar month
of the year before, the highest
amongall provinces. The year-on-
year CPI growth was the lowest
for Tehran with 43.1%, compared
with that of other Iranian
provinces. The overall goodsand
services CPlinIranregistereda
year-on-year increase of47.6%
inthe same month. The average
goodsandservices CPlinIran for
the 12-month period endingJune
21lincreased by 43% compared
with lastyear’s corresponding
period. Kurdestan Province
saw the highestannualinflation
with 48.6% while Qom Province
posted the lowest of 39.2%.
CPIcalculated for urban areas
stood at312.6 during the third

month ofthe currentIranianyear,
indicatinga 2.5% rise compared
with the previous month. The
growth in CPI measured for
provincial urban households
compared with the previous
month wasthe highest (4.2%) for
Qazvin while Hamedanrecorded
the lowest monthly inflation
growth of 1.3% compared with
other provinces. The index
registered an average year-on-
yearincrease 0f46.9% for urban
areas. Goods and services CPI of
Zanjan’surbanareasregistered
a year-on-year rise of 56.1%
during the month under review,
the highestamongall provinces.
The CPlincrease inurbanareas
was the lowest for Tehran with
43%YOY.
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