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‘Water Bankruptcy’Is Here

Challengesinthe face of water shortagesinIran
have beenlongdubbed asamajor crisisbutthe
reality isthatthe countrynowisonthe verge of
water bankruptcy, the chairman of the Technical
Committee for Flood Evaluation & Dam Safety atthe
Iranian National Committee on Large Damssaid.
“Thepresentconditions cannotbedefinedascritical
butrather bankruptbecauseacrisisisacritical
situation when there is potential to getback to
normalcy. Butbankruptcy means thatchances for
recovery [ifany]areveryslim,”ILNA quoted Mostafa
Fadaifardassaying.

Addressing the “water crisis” means depleted
riversand wetlands may berestored, groundwater
resourcesreplenished and water scarcity alleviated,
whereasatpresent “nature is not capable of such
redress.”

“Close to 100 billion cubic meters of water is
consumed inIranannually,of which96bcm comes
from dwindlingrenewableresourcesandrecycled
wateraccountsforabout4bcm.”

Datafromthe Energy Ministry reveal renewable
resources have declined from 130 billion cubic
metersin2013to96bcmnow.
Ifrenewableresources continue to deplete, the
amount of water owed to the environment for
restoration will be much greater than what is
availableandthedeficitisexpectedtobeirreversible,
agrave situationaboutwhich policyand decision
makersneitherhave adeepunderstandingofnor
solutionto,hewarned.

Renewable water resources are defined as the
average manual flow of rivers and recharge of
aquifersgenerated from precipitation.
Accordingtotheofficial, the [renewable] resources
werearound 140bcmin 1999 and since then have
rapidly plummetedto 135bcm, 130 bcmand 105
bcmin2007,2013and 2017, respectively.
Fadaifard complained that water resources have
beenusedimprudently inthe pastfour decades
ostensibly for creatingjobsand expanding theagro
sector.

“Suchpolicyhasresultedinthedepletion of ground
resourcesand the dole queueshave gotten bigger
inthe water-stressed sectors, suchasagriculture,
fishing energyandindustry.”

Adaptation Strategy

Kaveh Madani, a former training and research
deputyatthe Departmentof Environment,isamong
theinitiators ofthe term water bankruptcy and
insists thatin critical conditions, all the efforts
aredirected atrestoring the system, but when
bankrupt, the focuswillturntoadaptationalongwith
restoration ofreparableareas.
Asinmostcountries, 90% of waterinIranisused
for farming. Therefore, one proposalinline with
adaptationstrategiesisthatthe sectorbe minimized.
Madani, however, opposestheideaasa “wrong
decision.”

“Advocates of the adaptation policy are simply
disregardingtherole ofagricultureinlIran’s food
security,” hesays.

“The industry and service sectors are suitable
alternatives to ensure sustainable employment
and food security instead of putting pressure on
naturalresources. Industrial goods and services
couldbetraded forfood,” he said whileaddressinga
conferenceontheoccasionofthe World Water Dayin
Marchinthe US,emphasizingthatfood security has
tobedistinguished fromsself-sufficiency.
Self-sufficiencyin producingwater-intensive crops
like water melonsisnotanhonorbecauseitcanbe
easilyimported.

Madanistressestheneed and importance ofjustice
intheallocation ofwaterresourceswhileadaptingto
thedroughtconditions.
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Indialoses ON GC-discovered Farzad-B

gasfieldin Iran

Indialostthe ONGC Videsh Ltd-discovered
Farzad-B gasfield in the Persian GulfafterIran

awarded a contractfor developing the giant

gasfield toalocal company.

mymamm The National
%JJL" Iranian 0il
N7} Company (NIOC)

has signed a
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for the development of
Farzad B Gas Field in the
Persian Gulf," the Iranian

contract worth
$1.78billion with

oil ministry's official
news service Shana
reported. "The deal was
signed on Monday, May
17,inaceremony held in
the presence of Iranian
minister of petroleum Bijan
Zangenehin Tehran."

The field holds 23 trillion
cubicfeetofin-place gas
reserves,of whichabout60
per centisrecoverable. It
alsoholds gas condensates
ofabout 5,000 barrels per
billion cubicfeetof gas.
The buyback contract
signed on Monday
envisages daily production
of 28 million cubic meters
of sour gas over five years,
Shanasaid.

ONGCVidesh Ltd (OVL),
the overseas investment

arm of state-owned Oil and
Natural Gas Corp (ONGC),
hadin 2008 discovered a
giantgas field in the Farsi
offshore exploration block.
OVLand its partners had
offeredtoinvestupto $11
billion for the development
ofthediscovery,which was
laternamed Farzad-B.

PTI had on October 18,
2020, reported that NIOC
had informed OVL of its
intention to conclude
the contract for Farzad-B
development with an
Iranian company, in an
apparentrejection of the
Indian firm's bid.
Afterthis, itkeptsittingon

OVL'sinvestment proposal
foryears.The 3,500 square
kilometer Farsiblock sits
inawater depth of20-90
metres onthe Iranianside
ofthe Persian Gulf.

OVL, with 40 per cent
operatorship interest,
signed the Exploration
Service Contract (ESC) for
the block on December
25,2002.0ther partners
included Indian Oil Corp
(10C) with 40 per cent
stakeand Oil India holding
theremaining 20 per cent
stake.OVL discovered gas
in the block, which was
declared commercially
viable by NIOC, on

August 18, 2008. The
exploration phase of the
ESC expired on June 24,
2009.The firm submitted
a Master Development
Plan (MDP) of Farzad-B
gas field in April 2011
to Iranian Offshore Oil
Company (100C), the then
designated authority by
NIOC for the development
ofFarzad-B gas field.

A Development Service
Contract (DSC) of the
Farzad-B gas field was
negotiated till November
2012, but could not be
finalized due to difficult
terms and international
sanctionsonlran.
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Petrochem Plantin
Mahshahrto Help Raise

Butane Products

The first phase of Ibn Sina Petrochemical
Company in Mahshahr, Khuzestan Province,
will be launched in the near future to
complete the butane value chain, managing
director ofthe company said.

“The first phase, which is a butane unit,
will be operational soon,” Makan Shamlou
was quoted as saying by the National
Petrochemical Company news website
Nipna.Hedid notelaborate.

Using butane as feedstock the plant will
produce threeimportantproductsincluding
maleicanhydride, isobutane and normal
butane.

Anorganiccompound, maleicanhydrideis
acolorless or white solid with anacrid odor.
Itisusedinthe production ofunsaturated

polyesterresinaswellasinthe manufacture
of coatings, pharmaceutics, agricultural
products, surfactants,and as an additive of
plastics.

“A large part of the domestic need for
unsaturated polyestersis metbyimporting
maleicanhydride,” Shamlou said. When
Ibn Sina Petrochemical Company is fully
operational it will end import of this
product,headded.

The companyisbeingbuiltonthreehectares
in Petrochemical Special EconomicZone
in Bandar Imam Khomeini (BIK) in the
southwest. The plant’slocation will allow
easyaccesstoBIK portand international
sealanes.

BIK is the closest port in south Iran to
neighboring countries. Furthermore, given
easyaccessofthe petrochemical zone to the
mainrailroadinIran, the plantcanexportto
companiesin Turkeyand Central Asia.

Global maleic anhydride capacity is
expected to grow from 3.20 million tons per
annumin2018to 3.43 milliontons peryear
by 2023.

The Middle Eastwilllead with the largest
capacity additions from the upcoming
plants of maleicanhydride by 2023. For the
upcoming plants, theregionis expected to
add 0.222 milliontons peryear.

With the additions, [ran aims to represent
around 59% of global capacity growth by
adding0.13 milliontons peryear.

The UAE and Russia are second in terms
of capacity additionsin the global maleic
anhydride industry. Jointly the two will
add 0.09 million tons a year from the two
projects.

India is the only other country with
an expansion projectto increase maleic
anhydride capacity by 0.002 million tons
peryear.
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Iranian Energy Minister Reza
Ardakanian has said his ministry
is taking serious measures for
reforming the country’s water
structure and for managing water
resources,IRNAreported.Speaking
inameeting with water officials
from the country’s drainage
basinregions, Ardakanian said:
"Currently,the Ministry of Energyis
movingtowardstheestablishment
ofagovernancesystemwithafocus
ondrainagebasinterritories."

Mentioning the measures taken
by the ministryinthisregard, the
officialadded: “verygood measures

Energy Ministry taking serious
measures to manage water resources

havebeentaken forreformingthe
country’swaterstructureinashort
periodoftimeand therestoftheway
willbe passed with determination,
responsibility, commitment, and
aprofessional approach.“Some
prerequisites are necessary
in order to reform the country’s
water structure, preliminaries
such as the implementation of
water shortage adaptation plans
inthe provinces, passing the bill
ofthe comprehensive waterlaw,
theintegration ofurbanand rural
waterand sewage companies, etc.,”
Ardakanianexplained.
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What's News

Stockmarket
toprovide
investment
forrefining
industry
HeadofIran’sSecurities
and Exchange
Organization (SEO)
has said the country’s
refining  industry
requires $30 billion
of investment for
completing  semi-
finished projectsand
the capitalmarketisthe
best place to provide
thisfunding.
Speakinginanonline
meetingwiththeheads
ofthe country’s major
companiesactiveinthe
mentionedindustryon
Sunday, Mohammad-
Ali Dehgan Dehnavi
said the stock market
canprovidesolutionsto
finance petrochemical
companiesandincrease
investmentinthisarea.
He mentioned
forming expert desks
as a productive way
for discussing and
resolving the issues
of various industrial
sectors and noted
that SEO is seekingto
establish expertdesks
for all the industrial
sectors active in the
stockmarket.

He pointed to the
holding of the first
meetingoftheindustry
deskinSEO and added
that in this meeting,
which was dedicated
toreview theissues of
therefiningindustry,
the existing problems,
obstacles, and
challengesinthisarea
were addressed and
some solutions were
proposed.
Dehnavisaid that the
refining  industry
accounts for an
important part of the
capital market and
added: “We must use
the capital market as
a platform to finance
projects in  this
industryandincrease
investment.”

“We believe that the
capacities ofthe capital
market can be put
alongsidethepotentials
of the industrial
sectors to facilitate
developmentofthose
sectors, hestressed.
The official further
noted that policies
and regulations
affect the value of
people’sassetsinthe
capital market and
thelegislators should
not make decisions
without considering
the interests of small
shareholders.
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Israel claims
Palestine
factionbehind
Lebanonrocket
attack

The Israeliarmy claims
that a Palestinian
factionisresponsible
for the attack on
northern occupied
Palestine from Lebanon
lastnight.

The Zionist regime's
Army spokesperson
Zilberman on Tuesday
rejected the possibility
of the Hezbollah
Resistance movement
beinginvolvedinrocket
fire from Lebanese
territory towards the
occupied Palestinian
territories.

A small Palestinian
faction,not Hezbollah,
isresponsible for the
attack on northern
Israelfrom Lebanonlast
night, spokesperson
Zilberman said, Times
oflsraelreported.
AccordingtoZilberman,
the attack, in which six
projectiles were fired
toward northernIsrael,
came from a town
north of Mount Dov,
also known as Shabaa
Farms, in southern
Lebanon and theIsraeli
artillery returned fire
toward the source of
thelaunch.According
tothereport, the Zionist
regime'sarmy believes
thatrocketand mortar
attacks from Lebanon
are likely to continue
as Hamas continues
todefend Gaza.Three
days ago, as Lebanese
groups called for anti-
Zionistdemonstrations
in towns near the
occupied Palestinian
border, Tel Aviv sent
large-scale military
equipment to the
Lebaneseborder.

As clashes between
Zionist forces and
Palestiniansintensified
inthe Gaza Strip, there
were reports of an
explosion and rocket
fire on the Lebanese-
occupied Palestinian
borderon Monday.
Somereports claimthat
atleastfiverocketswere
fired from Lebanon at
theoccupiedterritories,
butall ofthemlanded on
Lebanese territories.
No group has claimed
responsibility for the
rocketattack.Following
that, the Israeli army
announced on Monday
thata siren had been
activated towarn ofa
rocket attack in the
northern part of the
occupied territories
bordering Lebanon.

—

Turkey once again shells northern Iraq

The Turkish army fired artillery shells ata mountainous area north of Duhokin Iraqi
Kurdistan.

Shafaq News quoted witnesses as saying that Turkish forces presentin the north of Duhok
province, today fired artillery shells at the Korzar mountain range overlooking Shiladze
districtin Amadiyah districtnorth of Dohuk governorate.

The witnesses stressed thatthe Turkishartilleryattacks had caused fearand panicamong
theresidents ofthearea.

Earlierlast Saturday, heavy fighting broke outbetween PKK forces and the Turkish army
near Kista village of Kani Masi district of Amadiyah.

The Turkish army fired aboutten artillery shells, causing widespread firesin fields and
forests nearthevillage of Kista.

Resistance Groups Thank Leader for
Supporting Palestinian Cause

In separate letters to Ayatollah Seyed Ali

Khamenei, several Palestinian resistance

groups thanked the Leader of the Islamic

Revolution for his stances on supporting

the cause of Palestine, including those

expressedinarecentspeechontheoccasion

ofthe International Quds Day.

In their letters
and messages
on Monday,
five Palestinian
resistance groups
and movements
lauded the

NEWS

China offers to host Intra-Afghan Talks

During phone talks with Afghan National Security Advisor Hamdullah Mohib, Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi offered to hold intra-Afghan talksin China.

"The Chinese sideisready to facilitate internal inter-Afghan negotiations, including creating
conditions for holding the talks in China," the Chinese Foreign Ministry said in a statement,
Sputnikreported.

According to Wang Yi, the US decision to pull out forces from Afghanistan has created
uncertainty in the situationin the country."However, peaceis a general trend, fully consistent
with the fundamental and long-term interests of the Afghan people, and is also the common
aspiration of the entire international community," the foreign minister said.The armed conflict
between the Afghan governmentand the Taliban continues despite the ongoing peace talks.
The confrontation unfolds amid the withdrawal of US-led foreign troops, which is expected to
completeby 11 September.
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Hamas chiefdiscusses
ongoing developmentsin

occupied lands

Inanewlettertothe Leader ofthe Revolution,
the Head of Hamas' Political Bureau described
thebrutal crimes ofthe Zionistoccupiersagainst
Quds, the Sheikh Jarrah, Al-AqsaMosque, Gaza
and 1948 occupied territories.

Inanewletter tothe Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei,
Head of Hamas' Political BureauIsmail Haniyeh
described the brutal crimes of the Zionist
occupiers against Quds, the Sheikh Jarrah
neighborhood, Al-Aqsa Mosque, Gazaand the
1948 occupiedterritories.

"Given the escalation ofthe aggression and
crimes ofthe occupying regime againstthe

positiontakenby oo ation of Palestine the

the Islamic Republicand

occasion of the for the Islamic Ummah

Palestinian people and sanctuaries, we
established extensive contacts with various

Ayatollah Khamenei on
supportingtheresistance of
the Palestinian people and
rejecting therecognition of

the Zionistregime.
The groups

anti-Israel

of Palestine.

stressed
their resolve to continue
resistance
until the final freedom of
Jerusalem al-Quds, noting
that statements made by
the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution duringhis Quds
Day speech delineate the
roadmap to theliberation

(PFLP), Fatah al-Intifada
group, Palestinian Popular
Struggle Front and the
Palestinian Forces Coalition
commended the role of
Iranasthe axis of unity and
resistance among Muslim
countries.

They hailed the role of
Iran's top anti-terror
commander, Lieutenant
General Qassem Soleimani,
who was assassinated
alongside his companions
inaUSdronestrikeinIraq
inJanuary 2020, in keeping
the Palestinian cause alive.

International Quds Day,
Ayatollah Khamenei said
Israelisnota country but
aterroristbaseagainstthe
people of Palestine and
other Muslimnations.
"Since the first day, the
Zioniststurned the usurped
Palestine into a terrorist
base.Israelisnotacountry,
ratheritisaterroristcamp
against the Palestinian
nation and other Muslim
nations," the Leadersaid.
Ayatollah Khameneiadded
thattheissue of Palestine

collectively. parties and asked them to prevent the
"The policies of the advancementoftheenemy's crimesandsinister
oppressive and cruel goals,and warned that these crimes would

capitalism have driven a
people outoftheir homes,
theirhomeland and their
ancestralrootsandinstead,
ithasinstalled a terrorist
regime and has housed a
foreign people therein," he
said.

"Fighting against this
despoticregimeis fighting
against oppression and
terrorism. And this is a
collective responsibility,”

certainlynotgounanswered by the Palestinian
peopleand Resistance," Ismail Haniyeh said in
hisletter.

"The insistence ofthe criminalleaders of the
Zionistregime on continuing theiraggression
againstthenation, theland and the sanctuaries
of Palestinerequired a decisive and legitimate
response throughresistance inthe Gaza Strip,"
headded.

Hamas Chiefnoted, "Today, the criminal enemy;,
with the deadliest banned international
weapons, commits the mostbarbaric crimes
againstthe people of Gaza,as well asthe most
heinous crimesagainstthe demonstratorsin

The Popular Front for the

continues to be the most AyatollahKhameneiadded.

In his

address on importantandactiveissue

Iran maturedin
manufacturing advanced

aircraftengines

ChiefofStaffof[ran's Armed Forces said
that with the efforts of its committed
specialists and scientists, Iran hasreached
maturity in utilizing thousands of aircraft,
UAVs and missiles with [ranian-made
engines.Accompanied by Iranian Minister
of Defense Brigadier General Amir Hatami
and Commander ofthe Islamic Republic of

Iran Air Force (IRIAF) Brigadier General
Aziz Nasirzadeh, Chief of Staff of Iran's
Armed Forces Major General Mohammad
Bagheriattended the Ministry of Defense
Air Force Organization and visited the
national engine productionline.Referring
totheimportance of the engine as a vital
andimportantissueinthe field of aircraft
and missiles, Bagheri said, "Aircraft
engines are one of the mostimportant
partsthat few countriesin the world are
abletoproduce.”

"Iran, with the efforts of its committed

specialists and scientists, hasreached a
maturity thathasbeen able to enter the
serious field of design and production of
advanced aircraftengines by relying on
internal capacitiesand operate thousands
ofaircraft, UAVs and missiles with Iranian
engines," headded.
"Undoubtedly,increasing the country's
defense power is a key component of
strengthening and the aircraft engine
designand productionindustryisalso one
ofthe main components ofthisissue,” Gen.
Bagherinoted.

Zarif Bashes US’ Support

for Israel

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zariflashed outatthe US government
for providing the Israeli regime with
fresh financial supportin the massacre of
Palestinian civilians.Inaposton his Twitter
account, the Iranian foreign minister said,
“As US-made munitions rain down on
innocent Palestinians, US gives another

$735M in ‘precision’ missiles to [srael to kill
more children with more precision.”“Then
US blocks the mildest possible UNSC
statement,” he noted.“The world is watching
aslIsrael &itsenabler showtheirugly faces,”
Zarifdeplored.His tweet came after The
Washington Postreported thatthe UShad
rubber-stamped selling $735 million in
“precisionammunition” to the Israeliregime.
Washington lavishes $4 billionin militaryaid
onthe Zionistregime everyyear,something

that observershave called its rewarding
Tel Aviv for its deadly behavior towards the
Palestiniansand terroristactivitiesacross
theregion.Thelatestinstance of generous
arms support came while, sincelast May 10,
thelsraelimilitaryhasramped upitsassaults
againstthealready Tel Aviv-blockaded coastal
sliver.The escalation has so far killed a total
of 212 people,including 61 childrenand 36
women. Some 1,400 others have also been
wounded from the strikes.

Iran’s envoy to the international organizationsin Vienna
denounced the [sraeliregime’s acts of terrorism against
Palestinians asaseriousviolation of humanrightsand the
UN Charter, crimes againsthumanity, and a threat to world

peace and security.

Inan address to the 30th session of the United Nations
Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice,
held in Vienna on Monday, Kazem Gharibabadi strongly
condemned the Zionistregime’s attacks against Palestine and
called foranimmediate end to all violentacts of the Zionist
regime, such as the military strikes and terroristactivities.

He also denounced the Israeli regime’s massive and
systematic attacks on the Palestinian civilians asabrazen
violation of human rights, of the goals and principles of

Iranian Envoy Raps Israeli Terrorist Acts as Crime against Humanity

acrosstheregion.

the UN Charter, a crime against humanity, and a threat to
international peace and security.

The ambassador also noted thatsilence on such Israeli
terroristactivities would be tantamount to encouraging
and tolerating terrorism, and stressed thatthe international
community muststand against such brutality.
Gharibabadihighlighted Iran’s serious resolve and strong
commitmentto the fightagainstterrorism, saying Tehran has
provedits majorroleinthe waronterrorismbyassistingthe
affected countriesand helping dismantle the terroristgroups

Since May 10, atleast 218 Palestinians, including 59 children
and 35 women, have died during a significantescalation in
the Israeli military’s attacks against Gaza.

Quds, the West Bankand the 1948 occupied
territories."

ZarifHails Pope’s Stances

on Palestine, Sanctions

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
praised Pope Francis foradopting constructive
stancesinsupportofPalestineand againstthe
unilateral sanctionsimposed by the USonIran.
The top Iranian diplomatheld ameeting with
Pope Francis, thehead ofthe Catholic Church, in
the Vatican City on Monday.

In the talks, Zarif presented a picture of the
conditions caused by the US' unilateral and
cruel sanctions againstthe Iranian people,
especiallyinthe field of medicine and vaccine,
and praised the Pope's constructive stances on
thesesanctions.

Zarifalso elaborated on the difficult conditions
imposed against the Palestinian people of
differentreligions,and thanked Pope Francis for
hispositionsinthisregard.

Inthe meeting, issues like the common view
ofdivinereligionsregardingethical principles
inthe global community aswell as supporting
the institution of family were also discussed,
accordingto the Foreign Ministry’s website.
Zarifhastraveled to Italy after visiting Spain.

Scores

of others havealso died in

the nearby Israeli-occupied Palestinian territory of

the West Bank, during the regime’s attacks on Palestinian
worshippersand protesters.




Resistance strategy to stop crimes of Tel Aviv regime

The Chiefoflran’s Strategic Council on Foreign Policy Kamal Kharrazinamed Resistance as
the main strategy to stop crimes of the Zionist regime."The only way to completely defeat
this criminal regime and change the apartheid regime to ademocratic oneis to continue the
resistance ofthe Palestinian people and the supportofthe freedom-seekers ofthe world for
Palestinians'struggles," hesaid."The UN Security Council has once again shownitsinefficiency
duetothe sabotage of the United States and the pro-Zionist powers," he added noting that
whatishappeningin Palestine todayis notapurelyIslamicor Arabissue.He said thatIran

20000 Rials

regards respecting the wish of Palestinians as the only solution to the country's situation,
addingthattoday, theidea of dissolving the apartheid Zionist regime and forminga single
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US gave Israel
missile to kill
children more
carefully

Iran's foreign minister
wrote in a tweet that
as US-made munitions
raindown oninnocent
Palestinians, the US
gives another $735M
in "precision" missiles
to Israel to kill more
children with more
precision.

Mohammad Javad Zarif
wrote in this tweet:
"Then US blocks the
mildestpossible #UNSC
statement."He added:
"The world is watching
as Israel & its enabler
showtheiruglyfaces."At
least 209 people,
including 45 children,
have been martyredin
the Gaza Strip since the
latestviolence begana
week ago. Over 5,600
Palestinians have also
beenwounded.

democraticgovernmentis the dominantideain the world.

Resistance Groups Thank Leader for
Supporting Palestinian Cause 5

Iran Eyes New Eraof EconomicTies with

Italy: FM

Letters ofappreciation from Palestinian

groups to Imam Khamenei

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif

called for plans to remove the obstacles to cooperation

with Italy and pave the way for anew era of economic

interaction between the two countries.

Thelranian foreign minister held ameeting
with chairman of the Foreign Affairs
Committee of [taly’s Senate, Vito Rosario
Petrocelli,in Rome on Tuesday.
Pointingtothe 160-year history of relations
between Iran and Italy, Zarif said there
are positive opportunities for economic
cooperation between smalland medium-
size enterprises ofthe two nations.

He also stressed the need to remove the
obstacles and prepare the ground for a

new era of economic cooperation between
Tehranand Rome.

Zarif further deplored the perilous
conditionsintheregionresulting from
the Zionistregime of Israel’s activities and
hostile measures against the Palestinian
people.

The foreign minister also expounded on
Iran’s views about the situation in Yemen
and Afghanistan.

For his part, Petrocelli highlighted the
significance of relations with Iran and
expressed Rome’s willingness to broaden
parliamentary cooperation with Tehran.
Zarifhas visited Italy after a trip to Spain.
He has held meetings with his Italian
counterpartand with Pope Francis over the
pastdays.

Five Palestinian Resistance groupsin separate letters

expressed their appreciationinregard to Leader ofthe

Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei's

speech and stance on Quds Day.

Whatis happeningin
Gaza‘sourceofpride: Al-
Husseini

Pointing to the large-scale missile
attacksofPalestinianresistance groups
onthe Zionistregime’s positions, Iraqi
Kata'ibHezbollah's Military Spokesman
said that whatishappeningis Gazais

asource of pride.Jaafaral-Husseinion
Tue.showedreactiontothewidespread
missileattacksof Palestinianresistance
groupsonthepositionsof Zionistregime
andreiterated thatwhatishappeningis
Gazaisasource of pride and dignity, Al-
ForatNewsreported.

Undoubtedly, freedom-seeking and
Muslim nations are proud of military

power ofthe Palestinian resistance
group,Al-Husseiniemphasized.
Despiteallthe crimes committed by the
Zionistsagainst Palestinian civiliansand
destructionofvitalinfrastructuresinthe
GazaStrip, theresistance groups have
launchedunprecedentedrocketattacks
onZionistpositionsinthe pastfewdays,
especiallyin Tel Aviv.

Inseparateletters, Palestinian Resistance
groups thanked the Leader of the [slamic
Revolution for the position he adopted on
Quds Day. Five Palestinian groups thanked
Imam Khamenei for his speech on Quds
Day,doingso by sending separate letters.
In the letters, these groups stressed the
continuation of the path of Resistance
until the freedom of Holy Quds, describing
the Leader of the Islamic Revolution’s
positions on Quds Day as the roadmap for
theliberation of Palestine.

The Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine (the command office), Fath,
the Popular Front for the Liberation of

Palestine (the political office) Palestinian
Popular Struggle Front, and the Coalition
of Palestinian Forces stressed the role
of the Islamic Republic as the pivot of
unity and resistance in Islamic countries
and commemorated the name of martyr
Qassem Soleimaniinreviving theideal of
Palestine.

Inhislive televised speech delivered on
May 7,2021, which contained both Persian
and Arabicsections, Ayatollah Khamenei
stated thatthe balance of power sways in
the favor ofthe world of Islam and pointed
totheincrease of both quantitative and
qualitative power of the Resistance forces
as prooffor this. He also mentioned that
theZionistregimeis decliningand thatthe
fightagainstthe usurping regime should
continue untilareferendumisheld with the
participation ofall Palestiniansinside and
outside Palestinein orderto determinethe
future political system of Palestine.

US Senate to Debate
Bill on Coping with
China's Tech Rise

The US Senate voted 86-11
Monday to open debate on
ameasure authorizing over
$110 billion for basic and
advanced technologyresearch
over five years in the face of
rising competitive pressure
from China.

The Endless Frontier Act
would authorize most of
the money, $100 billion, to
investinbasicand advanced
research, commercialization
oftheresearch,and education

and training programs in key
technology areaslike artificial
intelligence (AI).

The US and China are
competing for technological
supremacy in  almost
every innovation field in
recent years, with disputes
surrounding Chinese tech
giantHuaweiand chips.
Senate Democratic Leader
Chuck Schumersaid the Senate
will debate the bill for aweek
ortwo beginning on Tuesday,
CGTNreported.

The US can either let China
determine the rules of the

road for 5G, Aland quantum
computing or make sure it
getsthereitselffirst, Schumer
suggested, calling the bill

a "once-in-a-generation
investment in American
science and American
technology."

The billunder consideration
includes $2 billion to boost
semiconductor production
and research for the auto and
defense sector,butagroup of
senatorsarealsoworkingona
measure toinclude $52 billion
for chips, according to draft
summary ofaproposal.

Myanmaractivists say
morethan 800 killed by

securityforcessince coup

Morethan800peoplehavebeenkilled
by Myanmar’s security forces since
awave of protests broke outacross
the countryafter the military seized
powerinacoupinFebruary,anactivist

groupsaid.

Myanmar has been in turmoil
since the army ousted Nobel Peace
laureate Aung San SuuKyi's elected
governmentand detained herand
officials of her National League
for Democracy party.The military
hasresponded to protests by pro-
democracy supportersincitiesand

townswithlethalforce, whiletherehas
beenanupsurgein fightingbetween
thearmyand ethnicrebelsinborder
areasand newly formed militia forces.
Asof Monday, 802 people had been
killedinthejunta's crackdown onits
opponents,according to theactivist
group the Assistance Association for
Political Prisoners.

UK, US May Bebehind
SolarWinds Hack:
Russian Intelligence

Service Director

The UKand the USmaybeinvolved
inthe SolarWinds software hack,
Russian Foreign Intelligence Service
Director Sergey Naryshkinsaid.
"Welooked into who could have
beenthe author ofall this. Using
their clandestine partnership
withthelead IT companiesand IT

providers, USand UKintelligence
agencies - according to The
Guardian-wereintroducingsecret
vulnerabilities to commercial
software," he said."I'mnotsaying
thatthishackerattackwascarried
outby Americanagencies or one of
them, butthetacticissimilar," TASS
reported.

In April, the UK National Cyber
Security Centre (NCSC) claimed
thatthe Foreign Intelligence Service
Isbehind the hack ofthe US-made
SolarWindssoftware.

British Foreign Secretary Dominic
Raab stated that Russia’sactions
were malicious and promised to
alwayspublicly pointthem out. The
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov
stated previously that Moscow
isnotinvolved in hackerattacks
onUS governmentagencies and
companies.

Accordingto Peskov "allallegations
againstRussiaaretotallyunfounded
andareratherthe furtherdisplay of
theblind Russophobia, engaged at
anyincident.".
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