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Iran receives 2nd shipment
of vaccines through COVAX
facility

The Governmentofthe Islamic RepublicofIran,as
one of the self-financing participant countries of
the COVAX Facility, hasreceived the second batch of
the AstraZeneca COVID-19vaccinewith 1,452,000
doses.

The COVAX Facility is a partnership, co-led by
Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations
(CEPI), Gavi-The Vaccine Alliance and the World
Health Organization (WHO),alongside key delivery
partner United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF).
Accordingto the official website of the UNICEF, the
consignmentisthe second COVAXshipmenttothe
country,with future consignments ofthe approved
allocation of COVID-19 vaccines to be delivered,
in collaboration with the Ministry of Health and
Medical Education ofthe Islamic Republic of Iran,
through UNICEF procurementchannel.

The AstraZenecavaccines for the Islamic Republic
ofIran, manufactured by Catalent Anagni of Italy,
landed at Tehran Imam Khomeini International
AirportonSunday, 16 May2021.

They were received by representatives of the
Ministry of Health and Medical Education of the
Islamic RepublicofIran,inpresence ofthe UNICEF
and WHOtechnicalteams.

With the support of the UNICEF procurement
channelunderthe COVAX facility, Iranreceived the
firstbatch of AZ COVID-19 vaccines, produced by
SK-BioInstitute of South Korea, containing 700,800
doseson5thApril2021.

Iran preparing forastrong
comeback to oil market

Iranis gradually boosting crude oil production
to getready forastrong comebackinto the global
market as the talks with world powers over the
2015nuclear deal showsigns of progress.
According to a Bloomberg report, National
Iranian Oil Company (NIOC) officials have stated
thatthe country’s oil fields are going through
overhaul operations and connections with oil
buyersarebeingre-established.

“Inthe most optimistic estimates, the country
couldreturn to pre-sanctions production levels
ofalmost four million barrelsadayin aslittle as
three months,” thereportsaid.

Iran and other signatories of the 2015 nuclear
deal,including the United States, are currently
negotiating in Vienna and the two sides have
signaled thatanagreementiswithinreach.
Ifsuccessful, the negotiations could reactivate the
nuclear deal that Donald Trump withdrewthe U.S.
fromin2018. Thatwould require the U.Stoliftall
the sanctionsimposed by the former president.
Iran has been ramping up its oil production
over the past few months following the recent
developmentsin the White House and also the
recovery of the global markets from the negative
impacts ofthe coronavirus pandemic.
Theincreaseinthe productionhasbeen followed
by aboostinexports sothatinlate April Reuters
reported thatIranian crude oil exportsin the
mentioned month had remained above the level
ofexports during the same periodin 2020.
Earlier this month, Iran’s First Vice-President
EshaqJahangirisaid the country was able to
increaseits oil exports up to 2.5 million barrels
perday (bpd) oncethe U.S.sanctions are lifted.
"Oil saleshave droppedalot, butnowthe situation
isbetter,and we arein control. We will be able to
increase oil exports to 2.5 million barrels per day
after theremoval of the sanctions," Jahangiri said.
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Iran toissuefines for crypto minersusing
household electricity

The Iranian government is hardening its

stance on cryptocurrency mining as it

announces anyone caughtusing household

electricity to doitwill face heavy fines.

According to

i

reports, the

ISFAHAN fine is not the
only penalty

N E w s any household
NEWS miners will face,

IR ither They will

alsoberequired to pay
compensatory fees for
damage caused to the
electricity network.
More specifically,
unauthorized crypto
mining causes electrical
supplyissues,onaccount
ofthedamageitcausesto
thelocal power grid and
transformers.

Reports indicate that
if mining continues
atthe currentrate, the
consequent damage
couldlead to blackouts
and other outages.

The government in
Iran first approved
cryptocurrency miningas
anindustrial activity back
in 2019. A surge in the
number of crypto miners

inthe country followed,

taking advantage
of Iran’s low-cost
electricity. Also following
the government’s
decision, power plants
in the country spied an
opportunity forincreased
income.

With this in mind,
plus concerns about
the detriment crypto
mining causes the
electricity industry that
came soon after, some
power plants offered
their excess electrical
energy to crypto miners

specifically.

The government gave
permission to power
plants to mine for
cryptocurrenciesin their
ownrightinJuly2020.
Energy efficient mining
methods

Iran’s announcement
comes as the toll crypto
mining takes on the
environment is also
addressed in other
countries. While some,
suchasregionsin China,a
center for cryptocurrency
mining, have turned to
hydroelectricity, others,

like the United States,
have had other ideas.
Namely, flared natural
gas, according to one
report.

EZ Blockchainreportedly
has shipping containers
across the United States,
in which hundreds
of computers mine
cryptocurrency. All of
them powered by flared
natural gas. However,
the report is quick to
reveal thatusing natural
gasdoesnot completely
eliminate the damaging
carbon emissions.
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IME’s weekly worth of
tradesup 4%

During the pastIranian calendar year, the
value oftradesatIran Mercantile Exchange
(IME) rose four percent.

According to a report by the IME's
International Affairs and Public Relations
Department, 631,879 tons of commodities
worth $400 million were traded at the
exchange in the past week, showingalso
two percentrise in terms of the volume of
traded goods.

Asreported, the exchange sold onitsmineral
and industrial trading floor 232,884 tons of
commodities worthalmost$207 million.
On this floor there were 191,824 tons of
steel, 6,880 tons of copper, 660 tons
of aluminum, 120 tons of molybdenum
concentrate, 33,000 tons of iron ore
concentrate, 400 tons of coke and 3kg of
goldbarstraded.

The next trading floor was the IME's oil

and petrochemical with 396,578 tons of
commodities sold onit, valued atmore than
$193 million.

Items traded here were 203,300 tons of
vacuum bottom, 64,162 tons of bitumen,
55,680 tons of polymeric products, 28,984
tons of chemicals, 40,500 tons of lube cut,
1,927 tonsofbase oil, 150 tons ofinsulation,
500 tons of slop wax, 80 tons of argon and
1,000 tons of sulfur.

Also, onitsside market, the IME saw trade of
2,417 tons of various commodities.

As previously reported, the value of
commodities traded at Iran Mercantile
Exchangerose 54 percent during the past
Iranian calendar month (March 21-April
20),compared to the same month in the
pastyear.

The exchange’s Public Relations and
International Affairs Departmentreported
that 2.7 million tons of commodities worth
$1.5billion were traded at the exchange in
the pastmonth, showingalsoa 350-percent

growthinterms of weightas compared to
the same month ofthe previousyear.
Onitsmetaland mineral trading floor, the
exchange traded withinthat month 1.421
million tons of commodities worth more
than $790 million.

Commodities purchased were 1.097 million
tons of steel, 11,780 tons of copper, 360 tons
of molybdenum concentrate, 11,325 tons of
aluminum, 400 tons of coke, 300,000 tons of
ironore, 200 tons ofcastironand 100 tons
oflead.

Oiland petrochemical was the nexttrading
floor on which the IME saw trades of more
than 1.318 million tons of various types of
commoditiesinbothits domesticand export
ringswith atradingvalue of more than$700
million.

Onthisfloorthe IME traded 354,567 tons
of bitumen, 237,258 tons of polymeric
products, 124,668 tons of chemicals, 12,446
tonsofbase oiland 460,100 tons of vacuum
bottom.
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Iranian Energy Minister Reza
Ardakanian has said his ministry
is taking serious measures for
reforming the country’s water
structure and for managing water
resources,IRNAreported.Speaking
inameeting with water officials
from the country’s drainage
basinregions, Ardakanian said:
"Currently,the Ministry of Energyis
movingtowardstheestablishment
ofagovernancesystemwithafocus
ondrainagebasinterritories."

Mentioning the measures taken
by the ministryinthisregard, the
officialadded: “verygood measures

Energy Ministry taking serious
measures to manage water resources

havebeentaken forreformingthe
country’swaterstructureinashort
periodoftimeand therestoftheway
willbe passed with determination,
responsibility, commitment, and
aprofessional approach.“Some
prerequisites are necessary
in order to reform the country’s
water structure, preliminaries
such as the implementation of
water shortage adaptation plans
inthe provinces, passing the bill
ofthe comprehensive waterlaw,
theintegration ofurbanand rural
waterand sewage companies, etc.,”
Ardakanianexplained.
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MAPNA group
producingover
200high-tech
industrial
products

Managing Director of
Iran’s MAPNA group
hassaid his company
iscurrently producing
over 200 types of
high-tech industrial
products, IRNA
reported.

Speaking on the
sidelines of a visit
to Wagon Pars
CompanyinArakecity,
known as industrial
capital of Iran, Abbas
Ali-Abadi said:
“MAPNA Company
strives to establish
a constructive
interaction with its
subsidiaries, and
in this due, tries to
establish connections
not only in terms of
structure butalsoin
terms of culture, work
ethics,and capacities.”
MAPNA Group is
a group of Iranian
companiesinvolvedin
thedevelopmentand
execution of thermal
and renewable
power plants, oil
and gas, railway
transportation, and
other industrial
projects as well as
manufacturing main
equipmentincluding
gas and steam
turbines, electrical
generator.

The company
is currently
collaborating with
several domestic
manufacturers for
producing  high-
tech machinery and
equipmentneededin
varioussectors.

One ofthe companies
that MAPNA is
workingwithisWagon
Parswhichiscurrently
manufacturing 1,000
wagons for MAPNA.
MAPNA took over
Wagon Pars in
December2020.
WagonParshasaplan
for manufacturing
2.500wagonsoverthe
nextfive yearsunder
the supervision of
the parent company
MAPNA.

The group has also
prepared a package
to be used in the
production line of
electric cars or to
turnregular carsinto
electricones.
MAPNA has also
inked a deal for
manufacturing MGT-
75 gasturbines with
[ran’s Thermal Power
PlantHolding (TPPH).



Defense ministry to deliver modern drones to Army
Accordingtoanagreementsigned between the [ranian defense ministry and Army;,
modern drones will be delivered to the Army.The agreement was signed by the
Commander-in-Chiefofthe Islamic Republic of Iran Army Major General Abdolrahim
Mousaviand Defense Minister Brigadier General Amir Hatami on Monday. In the
firstphase ofimplementing thisagreement, the ministry will deliver 1,000 modern
dronestothe Armyin the near future.

"This agreementwill play a key role in improving the quantity and quality of UAV
power of the Army ofthe Islamic Republic of [Iran and the Armed Forces," Mousavi
said.

Emphasizing thattoday UAVs have averyimportantrolein various aspects of combat,
headded: "Today, Iranis ranked fifth or sixth in the world consideringits drone sector

Iran among pioneers of supporting Palestine: Haniyeh

Chairman ofthe Hamas Political Bureau Ismail Haniyeh hailed Iranian people and Supreme Leader
ofthe Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei for supporting the Palestinian cause
and the Holy Quds.Ina phone conversation with Ali Akbar Velayati, an advisor to the Supreme
Leader, Haniyeh thanked Tehran forits valuable and strong stances, highlighting Iran's role as
one of the pioneers of supporting the Holy Quds and Palestine.Saying thatabigbattle is going on
in Palestine, he added thatresistance is the symbol of heroism and the Holy Quds is the symbol
of sanctity.Congratulating Palestinians over their victories and expressing sorrow over death of
several defenseless men, womenand childrenin Israeliattacks, Velayati said in the conversation
with Haniyeh thateven long before the Islamic Revolution, Imam Khomeini made efforts to free
Palestine and even named the last Friday of Ramadan World Quds Day. He added that Ayatollah
Khameneicontinued the path with the same seriousnessand strength.He alsohoped that Palestine

—
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Iran Envoy
Deplores
UNSC’s Inaction
over Israeli

Crimes

Iran’s ambassador
to the United Nations
lamented that the
UN Security Council’s
muted response has
encouraged the Israeli
regime to aggravate
its atrocities against
Palestinians. Speaking
atanemergency UNSC
meeting, held on
Sunday to discuss the
Israeli regime’s new
wave of aggression
against  Palestine,
Iran’s UN envoy Majid
Takht Ravanchi said
the Zionist regime is
busy committing the
full range of gravest
international crimes

amid US-enabled
silence atthe Security
Council.

He said Israel was
simultaneously
engaged in genocide,
war crimes, crimes
againsthumanity, and
the crime of aggression
againstthe Palestinians
owing to the Security
Council’s mum on the
savagery.
Thelranianambassador
alsosaid the UN Security
Council’s  inaction
had increasingly
emboldened the Zionist
regimeintheatrocities,
Press TVreported.
Takht Ravanchi then
cited the US’s patronage
forthebrutalregime as
akey factor behind its
sustained avoidance
of accountability for
the atrocities on the
international arena.
The US has been
“systematically”
shielding the Israeli
regime against
international
condemnation, whether
under the Democrats or
theRepublicans, hesaid,
citing Washington's
blocking of 44 anti-
Israelidraftresolutions
during the UNSC’s
history.

The current American
administration was
similarly trying to
protecttheregime,and
had even prevented the
Council fromissuinga
simple press release
urging cessation ofits
bombardment of the
Gaza Strip, he said.
Acting so, Washington
has shown thatitwould
“decisively” back the
regime no matter the
enormity of its crimes,
the Iranian envoy
added.

and we are self-sufficientin manufacturing the advanced drones we need."

Beijing Slams Washington for Choking
Criticismof Israelat UNSC

China’s foreign minister slammed the United

States for chokingany criticism of the Israeli

regime’sbarbarity againstthe Palestinians

atthe United Nations Security Council.

"Regrettably, simply
because ofthe obstruction
of one country, the
Security Council
hasn't been
able to speak
with one voice,"
Wang Yi told
an emergency
meeting of the
Council on Sunday:.

Since Monday, as many as
192 Palestinians, including
58 children and 34
women, havedied duringa
significantescalationinthe
Israeli military’s attacks
against Gaza,accordingto
Gaza'shealth ministry.
One strike recently slew
a 10-member family,
includingeightchildren.
More than 1,200 others
have alsobeeninjured so
far.Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has,
however, said theregime’s
strikes against Gaza were
to continue “with full
force.”"Weareacting now,
foraslongasnecessary,”
he said, claiming thatthe
aggression was necessary
“torestore calm” and “will
take time"to cease.
Scores of others have
died in the nearby Israeli-
occupied Palestinian
territory of the West
Bank, including the holy
city of al-Quds, during
the regime’s attacks on
Palestinian worshippers
and protesters.
According to the
Palestinian Prisoners Club,
an NGO, Israel hasarrested
1,500 Palestiniansin the
West Bank since early
April.

The US that has,
throughout the Security
Council’s history, been
protecting the regime
againstanyaccountability
ontheinternational stage,
has so far prevented the

NEWS

Speaker of the Iranian Parliament Mohammad Bager
Qalibafspoke with several foreign counterparts to discuss
thelatestwave of Zionistatrocities thathaskilled scores of
Palestinians and the need for taking practical action to stop

theIsraelicrimes.

Inseparate telephone calls with his Syrian, Lebanese and
Tunisian counterparts on Sunday and Monday, Qalibaf
talked aboutthe latest developments in the occupied
Palestinian territories and the Gaza Strip after an escalation

ofIsraeliattacks.

Inthe conversation with Speaker of the People's Council
of SyriaHammouda Youssef Sabbagh, Qalibafstressed the
need forseriousaction from the Muslim parliaments to halt
theIsraeliregime’s brutal attacks on Palestine.

Council from releasing
even a simple press
statementasking Tel Aviv
tostopitsaggression.
Russian Deputy
Foreign Minister Sergei
Vershinin addressed the
same meeting, strongly
condemning the use of
violence against civilians
and criticizing Israel’s
efforts to manipulate the
status quo atthe al-Agsa
Mosque’scompoundinal-
Quds’ 01d City.
Herepeated Moscow’s call
foranurgent meeting of
the so-called Middle East
Quartet that gathers his
country, the US, the UN,
and the European Union,
toaddressthe escalation.
Opening the Sunday
meeting, UN Secretary
General Antonio Guterres
described the violence as
"utterly appalling.”

The Palestinian
movement of Hamas that
isheadquarteredin Gaza
andits fellow Islamic]ihad
resistance group have
fired thousands of missiles
towards the occupied
territoriesinretaliation.
Also on Sunday, Gaza’s
fighters issued a new
rocketbarrage againstthe
centraland southern parts
ofthe occupiedterritories.
According to the Israeli
military, this is the
first time the occupied
territories are targeted
with so many projectiles
inarelatively shorttime
space.

US Senator Bernie Sanders,

meanwhile, laid into
Washington forlavishing
billions in military aid on
the Israeli regime that,
in turn, uses the money
towards human rights
violations.

“The devastation in Gaza
is unconscionable. We
musturge animmediate
ceasefire,” he tweeted.
“We mustalso take ahard
look at nearly $4 billion
a year in military aid to
Israel.Itisillegal for USaid
tosupporthuman rights
violations,” Sandersadded.
Elsewhere across
the world, the issue
of Palestine has been
servingasarallying point
even among potentially
diverging factions and
states.

InIraq, sundry political,
cultural,and social factions
havebeensingingachorus
of protest against the
Israeliatrocities.

These have included Chair
of the al-Azm Coalition,
Khamis al-Khanjar, who
enjoys considerable
connectionamongtheIraqi
Sunnisand tribes. Khanjar
called Ismail Haniyeh, head
of Hamas’ Political Bureau,
expressingIraq’s solidarity
with Palestinians.

Iyad Allawi, aformer prime
minister and head of the
al-Wataniya Coalition,
and Osama Nujaifi, head
of the Salvation and
Development Front,
also issued separate

____News |
Iran Steps Up Parliamentary Diplomacy over Zionist Crimes

Speakingto Lebanon’s Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri,
the top Iranian lawmaker denounced the Zionistregime’s
strikesonresidential areas of Palestine and the prevention
of medical aid to the Palestinian people as war crimes,
calling on the Islamic parliaments and international
organizationsto condemn the Israeliatrocities.
Qalibafalso spoke with Speaker of Tunisia’s Assembly of the
Representatives ofthe People Rached Ghannouchi, saying
the parliaments ofall Muslim nations mustraise their voice
againstthe[sraeliregime and supportPalestineasa duty.
Since May 10, atleast 192 Palestinians, including 58
children and 34 women, have died during a significant
escalationintheIsraelimilitary’s attacks against Gaza.
Scores of others have also died in the nearby Israeli-

statements, blasting Tel
Aviv’'s aggression and
sympathizing with the

Palestinian nation.
Nourial-Maliki, another
former premier and

secretary-general  of
the Islamic Dawa Party,
expressed support forthe
Palestinian people during
atelevised program and
said Baghdad would never
normalize its relations
withtheIsraeliregime.
Influential Iraqi cleric
Mugqtada al-Sadr
addressed the regional
Arab states, including
the United Arab Emirates
and Bahrain, who last
year normalized their ties
with Tel Avivin a tweet.
He called on those states
to either roll back or
downgrade the détente
and adoptpro-Palestinian
stances amid the dire
situation.

Several Iraqi resistance
groups have, meanwhile,
announced theirreadiness
to join in security and
military cooperation with
Gaza’s movementsin the
face oftheIsraeliassaults.
The issue of the Israeli
barbarity also came up in
atelephone conversation
between Pakistani Prime
Minister Imran Khan and
former Malaysian premier
Mahathir Mohamad, who
both condemned the
Israeliviolence and called
for international action
against the regime’s
atrocities.

willbeliberated from the Zionists’ grip soon.
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All political views
representedin election:

Guardian Council

The council responsible for vetting Iran’s
presidential election candidates said thatall
political viewshavenomineesintheelection.
Iran’s Guardian Council spokesman Abbas Ali
Kadkhodaeisaid on Sunday thatnearly 600
people have run for office, from which only 40
have delivered sufficientdocuments, suggesting
thatothers would notbe considered as valid
nomination.

The Guardian Council had notified Ministry of
Interior,the body responsible for candidate’s
registration, of an enactment specifying
several standards for nomination, though the
administration announced thatitwould act
accordingtotheexistinglawasthe councilwasn’t
qualified tolegislate.

However, Kadkhodaei underlined that the
councilwould considervalid only those whohave
therequirements specified by the council.

The spokesmansaid thatthe council would begin
vettingnominees from Monday inaccordance
with the constitution of the Islamic Republic of
Iranand they would announce final results 5
dayslater.

The vetting process wouldn’t be affected by
political views of members of the Guardian
Council, he said,addingthathehasseennosuch
approachinthepast20years.

He said thatthose who weren’t qualified for the
previous elections would be treated the same
way inthisround again, although they have the
righttoregister.

Kadkhodaeisaid thatthe election system would
move towards electronic systemaccordingto
thelaw, however, the electronic system couldn’t
beimplementedinthiselection,asitrequires
specificinfrastructures.

The 13thpresidential electioninIranwillbe held
onjune18.

Jordanianking calls for
halting Ziionists crimesin

Palestine

King Abdullah Il ofJordaninhislateststance
onthe developmentsinthe occupied lands
and territories stated that international
consultations should continue to stop Israel's
hostileactionsin Palestine.

The government of Amman has established
numerous contacts with many international
bodiesin order to stop the conflict which is
ongoinginthe Palestinianlands and territories,
Alnashrahreported.

“We hopetoachieve our goaland establish a
ceasefireinnear futurein the Palestinianlands
andterritories,” theJordanian Kingemphasized.
Earlier, the Egyptian presidentannounced the
country's efforts for a ceasefire between the
Zionistregime and Palestinians.
"Thecurrentsituationisanurgentand clearneed
forareturntocalmandputanendtoviolenceand
all conflicts," Abdel Fattah Al-Sisiadded.

occupied
Palestinian

territory of the West Bank, during the regime’s
attacks
protesters.

on Palestinian worshippers and




Iran, Iraqdiscuss expansion of agricultural ties

Iran's Ambassadorin IraqIrajMasjediexplored ways of expandingrelationsin the
agricultural sector with Iraqi minister of agriculture Karim al-Khafaji on Sunday
evening,

Thetwoofficialsdiscussed avariety ofissues,includingexpansionand improvement
ofrelationsinagriculture between the twoneighboring countries.
Theyalsoreviewed methods of enhancing cooperationin agriculture,as well asal-
Khafaji'striptoIranand presence of Iragieconomic missionsinIsfahan’s poultry and
livestockexhibitioninthefuture.
BanonexportofapplesfromIrantolragwasamongotherissuesdiscussedinthe meeting. [twas decided the
necessary measuresbetakenbythe Iraqiparty.
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regime carryoutmore
strikes against the
defenseless people
of Gaza, inaway that
they bombed the city
morethan 100 times
overnight.He asked
Muslim clerics to
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Blinken discusses Gazain calls with Qatari,

Egyptian, Saudi foreign ministers

Fauci Says Pandemic Exposed 'Undeniable
Effectsof Racism'in US

The immunologistwholeadsthe COVID19-responsein
the United States said Sunday that “the undeniable effects
ofracism” have led to unacceptable health disparities

Faucisaid correcting societal wrongs will
takeacommitmentofdecades,and heurged
the graduates to be partofthe solution.

He said that once society returns to
“some form of normality,” people should

statementurginganimmediate ceasefire.

Inhis callwith Egypt's Sameh Shoukry, Blinken
"reiterated his callonall partiesto de-escalate
tensionsand bringahaltto the violence, which
has claimed thelives of Israeliand Palestinian

U.S.Secretary of State Antony Blinken discussed the

violenceinIsrael, the West Bankand Gazain phone calls

with the Qatari, Egyptian and Saudi foreign ministers, the

thatespecially hurt African Americans, Hispanics and State Departmentsaid on Sunday.

Native Americans during the pandemic.

“COVID-19 hasshownabrightlighton our
own society’s failings,” Dr. Anthony Fauci
said during a graduation ceremony for
Emory University, AP reported.

Speaking by webcast from Washington,
Faucitold the graduatesin Atlanta that
many members of minority groups work
in essential jobs where they might be
exposed to the coronavirus. He also said
they are more likely to become infected if
exposed because of medical conditions
suchashypertension, chroniclungdisease,
diabetes or obesity.

“Now, very few of these comorbidities have
racial determinants,” Faucisaid. “Almostall
relate to the social determinants of health
datingbackto disadvantageous conditions
thatsome people of color find themselves
infrombirthregardingthe availability ofan
adequatediet,accesstohealth careand the
undeniable effects of racismin oursociety.”

not forget that infectious disease has
disproportionally hospitalized and killed
peopleofcolor.

Fauci on Sunday was awarded the Emory
University president's medal. Previous
recipientsinclude former US President
Jimmy Carter, the Dalai Lama and the late
US Rep.John Lewis, acivil rightsicon. In
accepting theaward, Fauci denounced the
destruction of division.

“Societal divisivenessis counterproductive
inapandemic,” Faucisaid. “We mustnotbe
atoddswith each othersincethevirusisthe
enemy,noteach other”

He praised the graduates for handling the
profound disruption ofthe pandemic.

“Not since the influenza pandemic of
1918 has humanity faced a public health
crisis of this magnitude,” he said. "Each of
you deserves enormous respect for your
extraordinary adaptability, resilience and
dedication tolearning, completing your
studiesand graduating despite immense
difficultiesand uncertainties.”

Pro-Palestinians
convene in frontof
UNHQinNY

As carrying Palestinian
flag, Palestinian supporters
convened in front of the UN
Headquarters in New York
and called on international
community to take actionin
defending the rights of the
oppressed Palestinian people.
A group of protestors called
for the immediate action
of the international body
in supporting rights of
Palestinian people againstthe

atrocities and crimes of the
Zionistregimeinthe occupied
lands and territories, Sputnik
newsagency reported.
Demonstrators stressed the
need to provide shelter and
medical assistance to the
oppressed Palestinian people
who are exposed to Israeli
crimes and airstrikes and
chanted slogan "Be explicit
and help Palestine".

This is while that the 3rd
meeting of the UN Security
Council (UNSC) ontheissue of
Palestine ended withoutany
resultduetothe USsabotage.

Israeliairstrikes on Gaza Strip
beganlast Monday and have
so farkilled 200 Palestinians,
includingwomen and children.
More than 1,300 Palestinians
have been injured in the
clashesthaterupted between
the Zionist regime and
Palestiniansup to the present
time.

In addition to New York,
other cities around the
world, including capital of
most European countries,
have witnessed the rallies
ofthousands of Palestinian
supporters.

Blinken and Qatar's Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al-Thani discussed "efforts to
restore calmin Israel and the West Bank and
Gazainlightofthetragiclossofcivilianlife”, the
State Departmentsaid.

The Qatari Foreign Ministry said inastatement
thatthe two officials discussed "the recent
Israeliattacks on worshippersatthe AlAgsa
Compoundandtheattackonthebesieged Gaza
Strip.”

Al-Thani stressed the "need forurgentaction
by the international community to stop the
repeated brutal [sraeliattacks againstcivilians
in Gaza and the blessed Al-Aqsa Mosque," it
added.

Meanwhile, a growing group of U.S. senators
on Sunday called fora ceasefire. Democratic
Senator Chris Murphy and Republican Todd
Young, the senior members of a Foreign
Relationspanel,saidinastatement: "Asaresult
of Hamas’ rocketattacksand Israel’sresponse,
both sides mustrecognize thattoo manylives
havebeenlostand mustnotescalate the conflict
further."

Twenty-five other Democratic U.S.senatorsand
twoindependentsissued aseparate, similar

civilians, including children”, the State
Departmentsaidinanother statement.

Saudi state news agency SPA reported on
Sunday that Blinkenalso had a phone call with
Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisalbin Farhan
AlSaudtodiscussthelatestdevelopments "in
Palestineandintheregion."

The State Departmentsaid the two discussed
"the ongoing efforts to calmtensionsinIsrael
and the West Bank and Gaza and bring the
currentviolencetoanend.”

Qatar's Al-Thani also held a phone call
on Sunday with Shoukry, in which they
reviewed "bilateral cooperationrelationsand
developmentsin Palestine," the Qatari Foreign
Ministry saidinaseparate statement.

The Egyptian Foreign Ministry said in a
statementthatthetwoministersagreed on "the
importance of workingtoreachanimmediate
ceasefire between the two sides, and they
alsoagreedto continue coordination in the
bilateral framework,aswellasinregionaland
international ones, regarding whatis in the
interestofthe Palestinian peopleand reaching
aceasefire,"

Thetruce effortsby Egypt, Qatarand the United
Nationshave so far offered no sign of progress.

3,000 barrels of
radioactive wastes

misplacedinSweden

Nearly 3,000 Dbarrels of
radioactive waste suspected of
being misplaced in Sweden.The
suspicions of misplaced nuclear
waste have triggered a stern
reprimand from Environment
and Climate Minister Per Bolund,
and highlighted the necessity
of a thorough and costly re-
inspectionandrepositioning ofthe

radioactive material.It'sbelieved
that 2,800 barrels of radioactive
waste were storedincorrectlyina
warehousein Forsmark, Uppland
County, following a stock control
inspection.“Thelong-term safety
isbased ontherightwaste being
placedintherightfinalrepository,’
Peter Selting, safetymanageratthe
Swedish Nuclear Fuel and Waste
Management Company, SKB, told
national broadcaster SVT, Sputnik
newsagencyreported.

The barrels in question contain

historical waste from the 70sand
80sthatcomesfromthehealthcare
and defense industries, among
others. While its contentis said
notto poseathreattohumansor
naturetoday,itcouldverywelldoso
inthe futureifplaced and handled
incorrectly.To ensure that the
contentdoesnotharmpeopleor
the environment, the barrels must
nowbeinspectedandrepositioned.
However,itisasofyearunclearwho
will pay for the work, whicha costly
andverytime-consumingmeasure.
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