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Official: Iran, Armenia trade
volumetohitover $1b

Chairman ofIran-Armeniajointchamberofcommerce
Hervik Yarijanian said thatonce freetradezonesare
establishedatjointborders, the volume of mutualtrade
willreachover$1b.

Speakingto IRNA, Yarijanian said Meghri free trade
zonewillbe opened soonin Aras, thenorthwestofthe
country,which canboostthevolume oftrade.

This proximity provides better conditions for both
countriestofacilitatetrade, hesaid.

Theofficial furthernoted thatthis special capacity can
increasetradebetweenthetwo countriesto$ 1.2 billion
inlessthanayear.

He called for providing exemption facilities.
Exportsand importsinIranand Armenia mustbe
balanced, he saidaddingthatifexportsincreaseand
importbansareimplemented inthe medium term,
tradebetweenthe two countrieswill face obstacles.
Healsoreferredtoholdingthree expertexhibitionsin
theupcomingIranian calendarmonth.
IranhasanumberofborderfreetradezoneslikeinKish,
Qeshm, Chabahar, Aras, Anzali, Arvand and Maku.
Firstshrimpshipmentfrom
Iran's Golestan Prov. arrives
inChina

Director-General of Golestan Veterinary said the first
shrimp consignment of Golestan Province weighing
19,500arrived in Ningbo Port, China.
SpeakingtoIRNA, Gholamreza Mehrabisaid 194,500
kilograms of shrimp was exported from Golestan to
China,UAEand Omanlastyear.

Before the outbreakof COVID19, China, Vietnam, UAE,
HongKong, Omanand Spain were destinations for
Golestanshrimp.

Earlier;head of Iran's Fisheries Organization Nabiollah
Khoon Mirzaeisaid that shrimp farmingrateinIran
willincreaseto 52000 tons by the end of thelastIranian
calendaryear (toend March 19th, 2020).

According to governmentestimates, Iran exported
some 22,000 tonnes of shrimp, worth ofaround $150
million, intheyearendingMarch2018.
[ranaimstomeetatargetof60,000 tonnes of shrimp
productionby2021byexpandingthefarmsinsouthern
regionslike Sistan and Balouchestanaswellas those
alongthe coastofthe Caspian Sea.

Loading, unloading of goods
at Bushehrportsdoubledina

monthonyear

Loadingand unloading of commoditiesatthe ports of
Bushehr province, in the southwest of Iran, doubled
inthefirstmonth ofthe currentIranian calendaryear
(March21-April 20),as compared to the same month
ofthe previousyear,a provincial officialannounced.
Siavash Arjomandzadeh, the director-general of
Bushehr’sPortsand Maritime Department,announced
that401,000 tons of goods have beenloaded and
unloadedatthe portsof provinceinthe firstmonth of
thepresentyear.

Theofficial said thatthe mentioned commoditieswere
loadedand unloaded from 28 vessels.
Healsoannounced thatover 246,000 tons of goods
were exported from the ports of Bushehrin the first
month of this year, indicating 179 percent growth
comparedtothefirstmonthofthepastyear.
Loadingand unloading of commodities atthe ports
oflranhaverisensix percentduringthe pastIranian
calendaryear (ended onMarch 19),thehead ofIran’s
Portsand Maritime Organization (PMO) announced.
Mohammad Rastad alsoannounced thatthe entrance
ofoceanvesselstothe portsof countryhasincreased
eightpercentinthe previousyear,PMO published on
itswebsite.
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Subsidy reform plan allocates 7.6Sb to
supportdomestic production

Managing Director of Iranian Organization of
Targeted Subsidies has said that 320 trillion
rials (about 7.61$billion) of the revenues

earned from the government’s subsidy

reform planhasbeenallocated for supporting

domestic productioninthe currentIranian

calendaryear (started on March 21).

NEWS

SEETTN year which has

Referringto the
need to support
production and
improve  the
employment
of youth in the

beennamed the year of
“Production: Support
and Elimination of
Obstacles” by the
Leader of the Islamic

revolution Seyed
Ali Khamenei, Omid
Hajati said the priority
for the allocation
of the mentioned
resources would be for
development projects
and export-oriented
production units.

The Iranian targeted
subsidy plan, also known
as the subsidy reform

Iranian parliamenton
January 5,2010.

The government has
described the subsidy
plan as the "biggest
surgery" tothenation's

economy in half a
century and "one of
the most important
undertakingsinIran's

recent economic
history".
The goal of the subsidy

reform planistoreplace
subsidies on food and
energy (80 percent of

social assistance, in
accordance with the
country’s Five-Year
National Development
Plan.

According to the
government,
approximately $100
billion peryearis spent
onsubsidizing energy
prices ($45 billion for
the prices of fuel alone)
and many consumable
goodsincludingbread,
sugar, rice, edible oils,
and medicine.

sanctions on Iran to
pressure the country’s
economy, Iranhasbeen
taking all necessary
measures to mitigate the
impactofthe sanctions
and counter the U.S.
actions.

Improvingand boosting
domestic production
has been one of the
major strategies that
Iran hasbeen following
in the past two years
inorder toincreaseits
independenceandboost

plan, was passed by the total) with targeted SincetheU.S.re-imposed non-oilexports.
Inauguration of have gotbetterrankintheinternational warehouse complexin Chabahar. The

4 infrastructure
projects in Chabahar
paves way for regional
development

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
has inaugurated four economic and
infrastructure projectsin the Chabahar
Free Trade-Industrial Zone (CFZ) via
video conference concurrent with the
celebrations on the occasion of the Eid
al-Fitr. Director-General of Chabahar
Free Trade Zone Organization Abdul-
Rahim Kordi addressed President
Rouhanion Thursday thatthanksto the
attention paid by Supreme Leader ofthe
I[slamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khameneito the development of Makran
coastsaswellasthe 12thadministration's
effortsin this respect, the traderegion

arena.
The development project ofthe CFZ will
create promising developments for the
future of the Chabahar region and the
whole country, he noted.

Accordingto the official, the completion
oflinking Chabahar to Zahedan through
railway along with the development of
Shahid Beheshti Port will turn Chabahar
into Iran's maritime capital.

The Islamic Republic pursues the
development of the CFZ through
programming and policy-making to
increaseinvestmentin petrochemical,
steel, logistic, and transitsectors, Kordi
added.

The Negin petrochemical parkin Makran
worth 3.6 million euros was one of the
four projectsinaugurated by President
Rouhani. Another project was the
first phase of the development of ICT
infrastructure and the third one was a

lastprojectwas the Royal trade centerin
theregion.

The official went on to say that 22
projects are under construction in
Chabahar, addingthatthe numberof 150
investmentprojects, which willbecome
operational withintwoyears, willlead to
aproductionrevolutioninthe Chabahar
region.

Praisingthe efforts made by the current
administration to develop the Chabahar
Free Trade-Industrial Zone, Kordiargued
thatthe supports by President Rouhani
and the supreme council of free trade
zones played akeyrolein the progress of
the Chabahar county.

During the 67th video conference of
inaugurating national projects, President
Rouhanisupervised severalinauguration
ceremonies in East Azarbaijan,
Khuzestan, Sistan and Baluchestan,
Hormozgan,and Alborz provinces.
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Official: $32m worth of goods exported
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from Malayer

Head of Malayer
Customs Office Naser
Torkashvand said 32
million dollars worth
of goods were exported
through Malayer
customsto 26 countries
lastyear (endingon 20
March).

Speaking to [IRNA,
Torkashvand said the
exported goods weighed
27,000 tons and shows
no significantchangein

weight compared with
the same periodlastyear.
Thevalue ofthe exported
materials has grown by
39%,headded.

The exports products
included raisins,
cheese, cream, yogurt,
healthy and industrial
Vaseline, Torshi ( pickled
vegetables), Ferrosilicon,
paraffin wax, pickled
cucumber, pottery, and
powder milk, henoted.
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Irantoinvest
$5.3bin
Afghanistan’s
transport,
infrastructure
projects

Iran has reached a
primary agreement
with Afghanistan to
invest $5.3 billion
in the country’s
transportation and
infrastructure projects,
an official with the
[ranian Transportand
Urban Development
Ministryannounced.
“Negotiations  are
currently underway
for Iranto invest $5.3
billionin Afghanistan's
transportation and
infrastructure projects
and the export of
technical-engineering
servicestothe country,’
ILNA reported on
Friday,quotingHossein
Mir-Shafi’assaying.
According to Mir-
Shafi’ thetwosidesare
discussingthedetails of
thementioned projects
todeterminethelranian
contractors that are
going to implement
them.

Completion of the
HerattoMazar-e-Sharif
Railway Project with
a total investment of
$2.2billionis one ofthe
projectsthatisplanned
to be conducted by
[ranian companies.
“Thisroute can provide
a rail link between
Iran and Central Asia
and China. Thelength
of this railway is 656
kilometers and it
has been officially
announced that
this railway will be
implemented and put
into operation by the
[ranian private sector,”
Mir-Shafi’ explained.
He further noted that
positivetalkshavebeen
also held in the field
of road construction
and  Afghanistan’s
Ministry of Public
Works hasintroduced
their priority transit
and transportation
projectstothe Iranian
side.“Following this,
the [[ranian] Ministry
of Roads and Urban
Development  has
held preliminary talks
with the Association
of  Exporters of
Engineering Services
and announced the
areas for mutual
cooperation with the
Afghan counterpart;
[ranis goingtoinvest
atleast$3.1billionin
Afghanistan’s road
constructionprojects.”
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Blinken-
Lavrov Summit
to Discuss
"Totality' of
US-Russia
Relations:

Washington
USDepartmentof State
spokesperson Ned
Price said on Friday
thatSecretary of State
Antony Blinken plans
to discuss the totality
of US-Russiarelations
during next week's
meeting with his
Russian counterpart
SergeiLavrov.
According to the
department, the
upcoming meeting
comesaspartofalarger
effort to reach their
goal ofamore stable,
predictable path for
bilateralrelations.
"The point of this
discussion is to
discuss the totality of
the relationship, to
explore-ifthereis-the
potential to cooperate
when and where our
interests do align,”
Price remarked told
reporters via phone,
Sputnikreported.
Blinken intends to
explore possible
areas of cooperation
regarding topics such
as Iran and North
Korea, the State
Departmentsaid. Issues
surrounding the topicof
climate change may be
broughtupaswell.
The Blinken-Lavrov
summit will also
the first high-level,
in-person meeting
between US and
Russian officials since
USPresident]oe Biden
tookoffice.

Details of Biden and
Russian  President
Vladimir Putin's
anticipated summit
will also be discussed
by officialsnextweek.
"Soboth this meeting
andapotentialmeeting
with President Biden
later onisall partand
parcel tobeingatest...
(of whether) we can
achieve arelationship
with Moscow that is
more stable and more
predictable,” Price said.
That's whatwill be the
focus of the meeting
nextweekinIceland.
The US and Russian
foreign  ministers
phoned each other
earlier this week to
discussarrangements
pertaining to their
upcoming meetings
on the sidelines of
the Arctic Council
ministerialinIceland.

—

Iran, China hold meeting in Austrian capital

Theheads ofthe Chinese and Iranian diplomatic missions metin Vienna to review the status of
theJCPOA talks.Following the consultationsin Vienna, a bilateral meeting was held on Friday
between the heads of the Chinese and Iranian delegations.At the meeting, which was held
attheresidence of Abbas Araghchi, the head of the Iranian negotiating team, the two sides
discussed the status of the talks and some importantissues.In recent days, consultations
between the Iranianand P4+1 delegations have continued continuously atvariouslevelsand
formats.In addition, meetings were held between Seyed Abbas Araghchiand Enrique Mora,
Deputy Foreign Minister of the European Union, and several meetings of the nuclear working
group, as well as several expert meetings of [ran and three European countriesin the field of
lifting sanctions.Consultations and meetings between the Iranian delegations and the P4+1
countries (France, Russia, China, Britain, and Germany) continue in the form of trilateral
working groups and bilateral and multilateral meetings at variouslevelsin Vienna.

Iran’s Top Judge Announces Candidacy

for Presidential Election

Iran’sJudiciary Chief Hojatoleslam Seyed

Ebrahim Raeisi officially declared his bid

for presidency in the country’s upcoming

election.

In a statement
issued on
Saturday,
Raeisi said he
was seeking
to contest the

NEWS

I key vote as an

“independent”
candidate with the aim of

J

bringing aboutchange in

Iran'sreaction to Armenia-Azerbaijan borderissues

Iran's Foreign Ministry spokesman Saeed Khatibzadehreacted to theissues thathavearisenalong
thebordersbetween Armeniaand the Azerbaijan Republic.

"The Islamic Republic ofIranis closely and sensitively following the developments of the past few
daysalongtheborders of the two neighbouring countries, Armenia and Azerbaijan Republic,”
Khatibzadehsaid.

“Iranhopes thatthe dispute would be settled as soon as possible with the two sides' prudenceand
through peaceful ways,” the spokesman noted.

"The [slamic Republic of Iran underlines the necessity of maintaining stability and calm in the
region, and calls on both sides to show restraint, avoid fuelling the disagreements, and respect the
two countries' borders," headded.

Healso expressed Iran's preparedness to contribute to the peaceful settlement of the two countries'
differencesincluding therecentdispute.

NEWS

v

Foreign Minister Zarif,
SpanishTrade Minister meet
in Madrid

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
held talks with Spain's Minister for Industry, Trade
and Tourism Maria Reyes Maroto, who also co-
chairstheIran-SpainJoint Economic Cooperation
Commission.Inthe meeting, thetwo sidesdiscussed
mutual cooperationin economicandtrade areas.
Duringthediscussions, Zariftouched uponthe great
potentialinboth countries for bilateral economic
cooperation, especially in the domain of trade
exchangesaswellas collaborationintheareasofoil
and gas, agriculture, tourisminfrastructure as well
asairand seatransportation.

Heunderlined the need toimprove and upgrade
relationsinthose domainsbyremovingthe existing

the country’s executive
management.
“Whilerespectingall the
candidates and political
groups, I have entered the
scene...asanindependent
inordertobringabouta
changein the country’s
executive management
and put up arelentless
fightagainstpoverty and
corruption, humiliation
and discrimination,” he
said the statement.
Raeisi said he had a
good knowledge of the
country’s challenges
and problems besides
its resources and
capabilities, pledging
efforts to help the nation
inline with the “Second
Step of the Revolution”
statementissuedin2019

by Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei to
Iran’syounggeneration.
The high-profile official
isexpected toturnup at
the headquarters of the
Interior Ministry to hand
inhiscredentialsand sign
up for the presidential
race.

Raeisiserved as attorney
general from 2014 to
2016, and was deputy
Judiciary chieffrom 2004
to 2014. He was also
prosecutor and deputy
prosecutor of Tehran in
the 1980sand 90s.
Hebecame a household
name in Iran in 2017
when he ran as a
Principlist candidate
in the presidential
election. Helostthe vote

toincumbent President
Hassan Rouhani.
As the Judiciary chief,

Raeisi has launched
a widespread anti-
corruption campaign.
Hehasuplawsto protect
women againstdomestic
violence.
Meanwhile,anumber of
otherfigures fromthe two
Reformistand Principlist
camps, including former
cabinet ministers Abbas
Akhoundi, Masoud
Pezeshkian, and
Shamseddin Hosseini,
have so far appeared at
theregistration venue to
filetheirapplications.
Ex-lawmaker Mostafa
Kavakebian and former
IRIB chief Ezzatollah
Zarghamialso putdown
their names for the key

vote.

Theregistration process
will come to an end at
18:00local timelaterin
theday.

Once hopefuls have
registered, they will be
subjecttovettingbyIran’s
Constitutional Council, a
process that will take at
leastfive days.

Slated for June 18, the
presidential election
in Iran will be held
simultaneously with
council and midterm
parliamentary and
Assembly of Experts
elections.
Director of the Elections
Headquarters has said
more than 59,310,000
Iranians are eligible to
votethisyear.

Iran criticizes
Islamic countries
for passivity
towards attacks

on Gaza

Secretary of Iran’s High
Council for Human Rights
on Saturday slammed the
passivity of slamic countries
towards the Zionistregime of
Israel’s attacks on Gazaand
massacre ofalarge number
of innocent Palestinian
children and women.In a
twitter message, Ali Bagheri-
Kani wondered "what kind

of crimes the Zionists should
commit to cause reaction
from Organization of Islamic
Cooperation?"The least
the Islamic governments
can do for the oppressed
Palestinian nationisto hold
anemergency OlCmeetingat
the highestlevel, the [ranian
official said.Those Arab
countries which extended
hand of friendship to Israel
yesterday on the pretext of
peace have tobeaccountable
for blood of Palestinian
children, cry of Palestinian
mothers and scream of

Palestinian fathers today,
Bagheri-Kaninoted.
Someday, Gazawasnamed as
aplace where human rights
had beenviolated under the
supportofUSand Europe;but
todayitisturnedintoaplace
wherehumansareburned to
fade, the official wrote.As he
underlined, Resistance today
is stronger than ever while
the Zionistregime is weaker
thanany othertimes.

New Intifadain Gaza proved
thatsward ofignorance used
by certain Arab countries
andblade of Zionists through

which they commit crimes
will not weaken Resistance
of Palestinian men, women
and children,headded.Then,
he called on international
community and freedom-
seekers worldwide to defend
the oppressed Palestinians
and stand against the
Zionists.“Palestineis alive,
anditbreathes.” Accordingto
latestreports, 126 including
31 children and 20 women
have been killed during
Zionist regime of Israel’s
attacks on Gaza in recent
days.

barriers and setting objectives to reach a status
proportionate to the potentialities of both sides.
The Spanish minister, in turn, highlighted the
significance of Tehran-Madrid relations, saying
Spainisinterestedinboostingeconomicand trade
ties with Iran within the framework ofaroadmap
forbilateral cooperation.She expressed hope that
anew eraofeconomiccooperation willbegin when
the coronaviruscrisisends.

Iran’s Former Parliament
Speaker Larijani Registers to
Runfor President

Former speaker of [ran’s Parliament Ali Larijani,
whoisseenasakey Principlistfigure, filed to run for
presidentinthe country’supcomingelection.

The former Parliament speaker headed to the
election headquarters at the Iranian Interior
Ministry in Tehran on Saturday — the last day of
registration — to officially put his name down
fortherace.After weeks of debate about whether
he would run and whether he would runona
Principlist or Reformist ticket, he was finally
nominated. Larijaniis aveteran politician whois
aligned with the Principlist camp buthasrecently
beentappedasapossibleallybybothsides.Larijani
served as the speaker of the Iranian Parliament
from2008t02020.He wasthe secretary-general of
the Supreme National Security Council from 2005
to 2007.Larijani's entry comes as the Principlist
and Reformistpolitical camps' top candidates for
candidacy, Ebrahim Raeisiand Es'haq Jahangiri,
respectively, have yet to file. Both of the above
figures are expected to register on Saturday,
accordingtoreports. Despite much clamor from
their respective political bases, neither has
officially stated — or denied —that they will run for
president.Raeisi, whoraninthe 2017 presidential
election, is considered the Principlists’ bestbet.
Larijani’s participation, especially ifhe refuses to
drop outin Raeisi’s favor, could potentially divide
Principlistvotes. Raeisilostthe 2017 presidential
election toincumbent Hassan Rouhani partially
because another Principlist figure, Mohammad-
Bager Qalibaf, wasalsorunning.

Over 130 Palestinians Killed in Israel Attacks on Gaza

Thenumber of Palestinianskilledin Israeliairstrikes on the Gaza
Striproseto 133 aftersix childrenofa Palestinian familywerekilled
inthelatestIsraeliraid targetingarefugee campinthebesieged

coastalenclave.

Inthe pre-dawn airstrike by Israeli warplanes againstal-Shati
refugee camp, thesixchildrenandatleastanother member oftheir
familywerekilled, the Palestinian Ma'annewsagencyreported.

Itaddedthattheairstrike demolished the Palestinian house and
furtherwounded more than 20 othersinthe camp,whichislocated

Palestinianshavehad toabandon theirhomesin Gaza “duetothe
ongoinghostilities”amid anIsraeli offensive.

On Friday night, al-Qassam Brigades, whichis the militaryarm
ofthe Palestinianresistance movement Hamas, pounded Israel's
Hatzerim Airbase with rocketsinresponsetotheregime’sbloody
onslaughtagainstPalestiniansinthebesieged GazaStrip, Lebanon's
Arabic-languageal-Mayadeentelevision news networkreported.
Therewerenoimmediatereportsaboutpossible casualtiesamong
[sraelitroops or the extent of damage inflicted on the Hatzerim

innorthern GazaStripalongthe Mediterranean Sea coastline.
ThedevelopmentcameasIsraelhasbeen poundingtheblockaded
enclavewithrepeatedairstrikes forthe pastseveral days.

Atleast 133 Palestinians,including 38 childrenand 20 women, have
beenkilledandabout 1,000 othersinjured in Gazain the Israeli
regime'slatestround ofaggressionthatbegan on Monday.

The United Nation said on Friday thatitestimates some 10,000

outskirtsof Beersheba.

Airbase, whichislocatedinthe Negev Deserton the western

Earlier, AlJazeerareported thatafresh wave of rocketattackshad
been conducted from Gaza Strip againstvarious targetsin the
occupiedterritories, withal-Qassam Brigadesannouncingthatthey
hadhit Tel Avivwith several rockets.Al-Qassam Brigadesalso said
ithad strucktheIsraelicity of Ashdod to the north of the Gaza Strip

round ofrockets, reported
Turkey’s Anadolunews agency, which quoted the Israeli
militaryassayingthattheattacksounded warningsirensin the city
aswellasinBeersheba.Theresistancegroupsinthe GazaStriphave
sofar fired hundreds of rockets toward the occupied territories,
some ofwhichhaveflownasfaras]erusalemal-Quds,inretaliation
forIsrael’s ceaselessairstrikesagainsttheblockaded enclave.



Iranian, French universities agree to further cooperation
University of Shahr-e Kord in western Iran and Université de Rennes of France have signed an
agreementon cooperation, an Iranian official said on Saturday.Mohsen Bahmani, chairman of
international office at Shahr-e Kord University, told IRNA that the agreementis the 14th one signed
by Shahr-e Kord University with universities in foreign countries since four years ago.According
totheagreement, [ranand France willimplementjointresearch projects and exchange scientific
knowledge, Bahmaniadded.He wenton to say that time of agreement with Université de Rennes
isfouryears.Atthe present time, Shahr-e Kord University has cooperation with universities in
Denmark, Canada, Poland, Indonesia, Slovenia, Germany, Spain, Pakistan, France, Portugal, and
South Korea, the official underlined.Reportedly, 8,000 students are studyingat 210 fields of study
inShahr-e Kord University.
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US House Democrats Unveil 1.9S bln Bill to
Boost Security after Insurrection

The US House on Friday unveiled a 1.9% billion

supplemental appropriations bill to address security

weaknesseslaid bareinthe]an. 6 insurrectionatthe US

Capitol.

“The]January 6insurrection caused tragicloss
oflifeand manyinjuries, whileleavingbehind
widespread physical damage to the Capitol
Complexand emotional trauma for Members,
Congressional employees, and the Capitol
Police,” said House Appropriations Committee
ChairwomanRosaDeLauro (D-Conn.).
“Thisemergency supplemental appropriation
addressesthe directcosts oftheinsurrection
and strengthens Capitol security for the future.
Itisalsolongoverdue recognition ofthe work
ofthe Capitol Police, the sacrifices thattheyand
theirfamilieshave made, and the changesthey
need,’sheadded, The Hillreported.

The ability of armed, pro-Trump rioters to
breach the Capitol, overwhelm the Capitol
Policeforce,breakdoorsand windows, enterthe
House chamberand disruptthe certification of
the2020presidential electiononJan.6 shocked
thenation.

Since then, Congress has held hearings to
determinewhatwentwrong.

On Friday, the top Democratand Republican
onthe House Homeland Security Committee
reached a deal on creating a 9/11-style
commission to examine what led to the
insurrectionand the failure to preventit. GOP
leadershiphasyettosignoffonthedeal.
Thesupplemental billismore narrowly focused
onsecuringthe Capitol complex,andisbased
onrecommendations fromataskforcereview
spearheadedbyretired Lt. Gen Russel Honore.
The bill would put $529 million toward
upgrading security at the Capitol,including
retractable fencing, “hardening” doors and
windows and adding security screening
vestibulesand cameras.

Two hundred million ofthatamountwould go
towardastanding “quickreaction force” within
the National Guard. Establishing sucha unit
follows testimony from former Washington,

DC,National Guard chiefWilliam Walker—now
servingasthe House sergeantatarms —who
said he washamstrungby Pentagon officialsin
deployingthe Guard’sforce.

The National Guard didn’tarrive atthe Capitol
until after 4:30 p.m. on the day of the attack,
leading some lawmakers to argue the Guard
neededitsownsimilarunit.

Thebillincludes $2.6 million to procure basic
riot control equipmentlike helmets, batons
andbody shields. The funding comes after the
Capitol Police’sinspector general found the
force was supplied with agingequipmentthat
hadnotbeen properly stored, with shields
improperly stored at temperatures that
rendered them ineffective and ammunition
thathadalsoexpired.

Another $8.6 million would go toward body
cameras for Capitol Police.

Overaquarter ofthe fundswould toward paying
subsequentcostsforprolonged National Guard
deploymentsand costsincurred bythe District
of Columbia.

Thebillwillalso put$40 milliontoward covering
the costs of fixing damage done to the Capitol
thatday,and $5.5 million toward prosecuting
theperpetrators.

“The funding provided to the Justice
Departmentinthisbillwill pay forunanticipated
expensesrelated totheinsurrection,supportthe
prosecution ofallthe perpetratorsand provide
enhanced protection for those who are doing
theworkofsafeguarding ourdemocracy,” said
Appropriations Commerce, Justice,Scienceand
Related Agencies Subcommittee Chairman Matt
Cartwright(D-Pa.).

“This is how we help deter events like the
insurrection fromeverhappeningagain.”
Thebillalsosetsaside $7.4 milliontoimprove
membersecurity, callingfor “enhanced security
and threatassessments” after Capitol Police
notedlastweekthatthreatsagainstlawmakers
areup 107 percentcomparedtolastyear.
Another $10.6 million would go to installing
security camerasatdistrictoffices, followingan
effortby Capitol Police to open moreregional
officesacrossthe countrytoassistwithmember
security.

Downfall of Zionist myth

The -73year-old wound of Palestine opened because

of usurping of Palestinian houses in Sheikh Jarrah

neighborhood inJerusalem al-Quds, and the Zionist

regime's oppression and discrimination against the

Palestiniansled to a publicuprising, [ran newspaper

reported.

Mosayyeb Naimi, a Middle Eastexpert
and managing director of al-Wefaq
newspaper, wrote amemo, which has
been published by Iran newspaper on
Saturday. He noted: Al-Quds Intifada
continuedinpreviousyearsand decades,
butthe situation onthe ground and in
internationalarenais differentthistime.
Since the Western countries and
especially the United States are
grappling with COIVD-19 pandemic
and the economic crisis caused by the
disease; they cannotaccept political
and economic aftermaths of atrocities
committed by the Zionistregime. The
resistance groups in Palestine have
increased their military capabilities;
therefore, theyare ready more than ever
to pursue the Palestinian cause and fight
fortheliberation of Palestine.

Despite the fact that the Palestinian
resistance movements' weaponry cannot
be compared with the Israelis'arms, the
Palestiniansare able to change balance
of horrorin favor of Palestine, which
is similar to the strategy of Lebanon's
Hezbollah movementin the face of the
Zionistarmy.

Undoubtedly, the Zionist regime will
attemptto pound Palestinian citiesand
destroyresidential buildings, butthe Tel
Avivregimeisnotcapable ofgoingahead
with a prolonged conflictin particular
whenitfeelsinsecurity in settlements;
then, theregime willbe pushed toaccept
aceasefire thatinvolves new conditions
fromthe Palestinian side.

The Zionist regime has a greater
problem, whichislack ofinformation
on the precise military might of the
resistance movement front especially

the weaponsinthe hands ofthe Islamic
Jihad and Hamas.

The Palestinianresistance groups have
gotgood experiences during previous
wars; so, they plan to expand the scope of
conflictand create fearand panicamong
the Zionists. Asaresult of such tactics,
morethan 70 percentofthe Zionistshave
been forced to go to shelters, settlers
living nearborder ofthe Gaza Strip have
left their homes, airports have been
closed and rich Zionists have started
reverse migration. Anotherimportant
issueisthattheal-AgsaIntifadainvolves
the mostoccupiedterritories.

The grilling of Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu by rival factions proves that
the high-ranking figures of the Zionist
regime are horrified. They see the
crisisas Netanyahu's policy inabid to
maintain power. The Israeli politicians
acknowledge thatthe continuation of
the conflictcanlead to adevastating
situation for the existence of the Zionist
regime.

The consequence ofthe erosive war will
changebalance of powerinthe occupied
Palestine, because the Palestinians have
no otherchoice thanadecisive battle.
The Palestinian people suffered from
sevendecades of displacement, cruelty
and massacre and saw no tangible
international action to stop the Zionist
regime's crimes; thus, the oppressed
nation wantto decide their own fate even
ifthey pay ahigh price forliberation of
Palestine.

Itisworth mentioning thatthe role of
mediaisverysignificantinrevealingthe
real nature ofthe Zionistregime, which
iskilling childrenand innocentcivilians.
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