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Iran has frozen assetsin
21 countries

Iranian-born economic adviser to the
European Union Mehrdad Emadi believes
Iran’s major deposits and blocked money
arein Russiaas the country transferred over
$31bofitsmoneyinto the Russianbanksand
inreturnitreceived Russian currencyroubles
whichwasastrange move whichled todecline
ofitsvalue by 40 percent.

Speaking to ILNA, Emaditalked about the
current talks between Iran and Western
countries and its effects on the economy,
and said the current talks in Vienna are
progressing well as the negotiators have
reached anagreementon four out ofthe six
items.

Henoted the main difference between Iran
andthe U.S.isthatlran wantsall sanctionsare
removed butthe U.S. Presidentisnotallowed
todosobecause some of them have been
approvedbythe Congress.

He continued that the U.S. Treasury is
preparing the ground to putan end to the
sanctionsonIran’sbanking sectorbutitdoes
notmean Iran’sreturnto the international
system because both the SWIFT and E3
emphasize thataslongasIrandoesnotjoin
the FATF it cannot enjoy unlimited banking
services.

Emadisaid thatIranian team should work
onremoval of sanctions on energy, banking
and transportation and of course Iran has
added some more priorities like removal of
sanctions on the military and intelligence
individualsand thishas made the talks more
complicated and itmaybeabrake.

He said he believes Iran should focus on
removal of sanctions on major three sectors
then during the nexttalks, they can expand
ittotheindividualsand otherissuesbecause
removal of sanctions on these sectors can
have positive effects on the people’slives.
Emadinoted thatthe impacts of removing
sanctions on the publicand control of the
inflationmaybe seeninthenext15yearsand
ontheunemploymentinthe nexttwoyears.
Onthe possibility ofunblocking Iran’s frozen
assets, he said thathe does not know the
exactamountoflran’s blocked money but
accordingtosomerecordsin2019,Iranin21
countries each has deposits more than halfa
billion dollars.

He claimed thatIran has transferred major
partofitsdollarsto Russiaand hasreceived
roublesinreturn which hasbeenastrange
move as it has reduced the value of the
deposit.

He claimed Iran has over $30b in different
accountsin Chinaanditcanonlyuseits money
through buying Chinese goods whichisnota
good option forIran.

Emadinoted thatlranhasalsoblocked money
inthe UAE, Turkey, South Korea, Cyprus,
Greece, India, Malta, Malaysiaand Singapore,
addingthatIranhasstarted openingaccounts
inMacaoand HongKonginthe pastfive years.
He went on to say that according to the
available information, Iran has over $88b
frozen money and ifthe money isreleased
and usedintransfer oftechnology,itwillboost
economicsecurity and sustainable growth.
Henoted thatretakingmoney from Russiaand
Chinaisnoteasybutitisnotimpossibleand
Iranneedsanexpertlegal team dominanton
the economicissues forretakingitsmoney.
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Iran non-oil foreign trade hits record
lowinadecade

President of Institute for Trade Studies and

Research (ITSR) says the value of Iran’s non-oil

foreign trade has slumped to its lowestlevel

inthe pastdecade as the country needs the

removal of sanctions.

Marjan Faqih Nasiri
said thatthevalue
oftheforeigntrade
of the country in
thenon-oilimports

NEWS

I and exports has

declined from
$105.9b per year with
average 3.9 percentannual
decreaseto $73.9blastyear,
and the figures show the
national foreign trade has
seen contractioninaten-
year period.
Onthetrend of the national
trade in the last decade,
shesaidaccordingtoIran’s
Customs Administration,
the value of non-oil foreign
trade of the country with
an average of 3.9 percent
annual decrease has
slumped from $105.9b in
2011 to $73.9b in 2021,
therefore, in a ten-year
period, the country has
witnessed a contraction
inits foreign trade which
does not match its macro
plansand goals regarding
the increase of trade
in accordance with the
economicgrowth.
She added that this
downward trend in the
national trade has always
beenaffected by the upsand
downs and international
turbulences especially after
the U.S.maximum sanctions.
Faqih Nasiri noted that
sanctionsin2011ledtoa
strong slump in the exports

of goodslike chemical and
petrochemical products, oil
products and dried fruits
as well as restrictions on
imports due to the problem
intransaction of forex, and
all these factorsled to the
decreaseinthe foreigntrade
astheforeigntrade volume
fellto $83.9bin 2014 which
is considered the lowest
figureinthe preceding five
yearsbefore the JCPOA deal.
Faqih Nasiri noted that
afterthe]JCPOAin]July 2015,
the foreign trade faced
upward trend as the trade
volume faced the average
10-percentannual growth
in the next two years and
the trade volume touched
$101.5b.Sosteppingup the
sanctionshad animportant
roleinrestrictingthe foreign
trade,sheadded.

She also said that the U.S.
pullout of the JCPOA in
May 2018 and increasing
restrictions especiallyin the
fields of transferring forex
led to more contraction in
the national foreign trade.
The decrease in the forex

resources being earned
through exports actually
affected the imports, she
said, adding thatimports
increased by 1.2 percent
despite 7 percent decrease
inthe non-oil exports and
considering the provision
of the national needs and
managing the domestic
market.

Faqih Nasiri wenton to say
that the outbreak of the
coronavirus affected the
world trade and actually
worsened the conditionin
our national economy but
sanctions made the effects
ofthe virusbe worse in our
country,and since twoyears
ago, plans for developing
exports have been focused
on15neighboring countries
aswellasIndiaand China.
She also blamed the
problems for transfer of
forexforboostingthetrade,
adding that all efforts to
unblocktheassetshavebeen
invain.

She reiterated that the
country needs removal of
sanctions for revival of its

foreigntradeand expressed
herviews forimproving the
trade.

Faqih Nasiri said thatafter
theincrease of sanctions,
all plans for developing
exports were focused on 15
neighboring countries as
wellas Indiaand China. She
added thatthese countries
accounted for 87 percent
of Iran’s exports. She said
last year, the value of the
exports to the neighboring
countrieswasover $20band
exports to India and China
were some $10b while the
demands of 15 neighboring
countries for imports are
over $1,000b which should
be takeninto consideration
forreinforcing the presence
inthose markets.

She reiterated that the
neighboring countries
need importsofoiland gas
products as well as plastic
but Iran has met only 10
percentoftheir demands,
and therefore, Iran should
work more on these fields
foractive presenceinthose
states.

Home Renovation Loan
Ceiling Raised

renovationloansinurban slum areas, which
areoffered attheinterestrate of9%, from 500
million rials ($2,283) to 1,200 millionrials
($5,479) inlarge citiesand from 400 million
rials ($1,826) to 800 millionrials ($3,652) in

other cities.Accordingto Abbas Shafiei,aboard
member of Urban Regeneration Corporate
Holding Company, other home renovation
loans worth 1,800 million rials ($8,219) in
large citiesand 1,200 million rials ($5,479)
inother cities will be offered to applicants at
thelendingrate of 18% by Bank Maskan, the
state agentbank of the housing sector.“The

value of security depositloans for temporary
accommodation of people reconstructing
theirhomesin slum dwellings wasalso setat
400 millionrials [$1,826] inlarge citiesand
300 millionrials [$1,369]in othercities,” he
was quoted as saying by the news website of
the MinistryofRoadsand Urban Development.
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Raw
Production Expected to
Reach 1,750 Tons Raw
Silk Cocoon Production
Expected to Reach 1,750
Tons

Atotal of 1,750 tons of raw
silkcocoons are estimated
tobe produced in spring
(started March 21), from
which 285 tons of silk
threads will be produced,
according to the head of
Iran Sericulture Expansion
Center affiliated with the

Silk Cocoon

Raw Silk Cocoon Production Expected
to Reach 1,750 Tons

Agriculture Ministry.
“Adding the
production to this figure,
the overall production will
supply 55% ofthe domestic

autumn

carpetand textile demand

for silk. This is while the
figure stood at 48% last
year,up from42% the year
before.” Adel Sarvi Zargar
was also quoted as saying
by IRNA.

Local
only 28% ofthe domestic
demand over2018-19.

production met
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What's News

Iran, India
discuss
expansion
oftrade

relations
During the meeting
with the Indian
Ambassador,
Deputy of Iranian
Industry Minister
stressed the need
toremove barriers
tomutual trade and
find new solutions
forthe development
of trade relations
between the two
countries.

Head of Trade
Promotion
Organization of
Iran (TPOI) Hamid
Zadboum made
the remarks in his
meeting with the
Indian Ambassador
to Tehran Gaddam
Dharmendra.
Expressing
dissatisfaction with
the decrease in
trade between Iran
and India,Zadboum
said, "Itisnecessary
forthe negotiations
of the preferential
trade agreement
for the exchange

of commodity
lists subject to the
said agreement

and the necessary
measures toreturn
petrochemical,
industrial and steel
goods to the basket
of Iranian exports
toIndiato enterthe
implementation
phaseimmediately."
"In this regard, it
was agreed with the
close cooperation of
the Indian Embassy
in Tehran, the
negotiatedissuesto
beimplemented as
soonaspossible," he
added.

Referring to the
date of the video
conference of
the head of the
Trade Promotion
Organization of
Iran and his Indian
counterpart, the
Indianambassador,
for his part,
stressed that this
issue should be
followed up and
finalized through
the embassy as
soonaspossibleand
withinthe nextthree
weeks.

At the end of the
meeting, the two
sides stressed the
two countries’
determination
to develop and
improve economic
andtraderelations.
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Araghchi: US,
all sides serious
aboutreviving

JCPOA

Iran's Deputy Foreign
Minister for Political
Affairs Abbas Araghchi
saidonFridaythattheUS
andallsidesareserious
aboutreviving the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of
Action,aka]JCPOA.
After the end of the
fourth round of JCPOA
Joint Commission
meeting between Iran
and P 4+1 on Friday,
Araghchisaid thattoday
the first meeting of
the Joint Commission
of the new round of
negotiations was held
in Vienna and in the
afternoon the working
group on the lifting
of sanctions and the
nuclearworkinggroup
willstartitsactivities.
He added that after
a period when the
delegations had gone
to their capitals for
consultation, today they
started discussions.
Araghchi said that
what can be inferred
from the first session
is the seriousness of
all sides in reaching a
solution,addingthatthe
seriousnessisapparent
inall delegations, and
each ofthem somehow
expressedit.

The news that comes
fromthe USisthatthey
are also seriousabout
returning to the JCPOA,
and so far they have
declaredtheirreadiness
to lift a large part of
the sanctions which
is not yet complete in
Iran’s view, and thatis
why negotiations will
continue until Iran
reachesallitsdemands
in this regard, he
reiterated.
Araghchiwentontosay
thatifthe demands of
the Islamic Republic of
[ranaremet, Iranisquite
seriousinreturningto
itsJCPOA commitments,
adding thatitisIran's
determination that
hasbeentakenand has
nothingtodowithother
issuesin Tehran.
Elections are an
importantissueinthe
country,butthe JCPOA
negotiations  have
nothingto dowithit, he
noted.

He further noted that
theirnegotiationsare
held regardless ofany
peripheral and side
issues, adding that
they are just looking
for national goals and
considerthesecurity of
nationalinterests.

—

Biden'Confident' Meeting with Putin
Will Take Place Soon

US PresidentJoe Biden said Friday thathe’s “confident”
he and Russian President Vladimir Putin can meetin June,
though the details of any face-to-face have yetto be agreed
upon

“I'm confidentwe'llbe able to doit. We don'thave any specific
time or place. That'sbeingworked on,” Biden said atthe White
House on Friday, The Hillreported.

The White House hasindicated there's a possibility ofa Biden-
Putin meeting nextmonth while the presidentisin Europe for
the Group of Seven (G-7) summit.

Bidenistraveling to Cornwallin the United Kingdom for the

summit,and healso plans tostop in Belgium for meetings with
Europeanand NATOleaders.

While both sides have said a meeting would take place in
acountry other than the UKand Belgium while Biden isin
Europe, discussions onasummitare ongoing, White House
spokeswoman Jen Psakitold reporters.

"We're working through the question of somelogistics, place,
location, time, agenda, all the specifics, that was always going
tohappenatastafflevel.It'sreally up to them what they want
toachieve," Psakisaid Friday.

ABiden-Putin summitwould likely hit on an array of topics,
including Russia’s beefed up military presence alongits
border with Ukraine, the treatment of opposition leader

Alexei Navalny and Moscow's interference in recent US
elections.

However, the White House said Russia’s widely criticized
handling ofthose issues willnotstopameetingbetween the
two presidents."Obviously, humanrights, freedom of speech,
freedom of expression, valuesare all issues the president,
Secretary Blinken, National Security Adviser Sullivan raised
with their counterparts,” Psakisaid, referring to Secretary of
State Antony Blinken and Jake Sullivan.

“Buttheinvitation to have adiscussion and have ameeting
was notoffered with the prerequisite thatevery issueis
resolved in advance. We expect we will still continue to have
disagreements.”

The relentless decline of Israel

Ayatollah Khamenei, Leader ofthe Islamic

Revolution, in his speech on the occasion

ofinternational Quds Day, referred to the

growing Muslims on the axis of Quds as

anightmare of the Zionist enemy and its

Americanand European supporters and

the failed "Deal of the Century" plan and

effortstonormalize relations between The

weak Arabs with the Israel regime said: "I

say firmly: these efforts will not succeed;

The decliningand declining movement of

the Zionistenemy regime has begun and

willnotstop."

As the Leader of
the  Revolution
rightly stated, this
year the Muslims
NEWS of the world,
_ B although  faced
with restrictions
on holding the Quds Day
celebrationsduetothe spread
ofthe corona, witnessed the
acceleration ofthedeclineofthe
Zionistregime.
One of the reasons for the
decline of the Zionist regime
is the rise of the Palestinian
people and theirarming with
deterrent weapons and the
escalation oftheIntifada, which
continues onanongoingbasis.
Today, the Axis of Resistance, as
aunited forceand by standing
up to the occupying regime,
has disrupted its defense
capabilitiesand raised hopes
withtheliberation of Palestine
andthefirstgiblaoftheworld's
Muslims. The defensive
situation of the usurper
regime has deteriorated and
the emptiness of the Iron
Domehasdisturbed thesleep
oftheleadersofthisregime.
Justwhen the Zionistregime
claimed that no missiles hit
the occupiedterritories, many
missiles are dropped on the
regimebytheresistanceforces,
destroyinglarge facilities and
substantiatingthe claims ofthe
Zionistmilitaryofficers.
Therise ofthe Zionistregime's
crimes and the continuing
human rights abuses in the
occupied territories have
prompted  international
organizations to support
theregime,including the UN

Iran to Execute Strategic Action by May 24 If No Progress Made

in JCPOA Talks: MP

CommissiononHumanRights.
Recently, Human Rights Watch
also stated that the Zionist
regime is like the apartheid
regime,and giventheregime's
widespread discrimination
against Muslims, the Supreme
Criminal Courtmustintervene
to try and punish Israeli
interference. This situation
shows that the courage to
confront the Zionist regime
has also arisen in Western
institutions,anditsintroduction
as an apartheid regime if it
spreads, will convince all the
governments of the world to
condemn Israel and defend
the rights of the oppressed
Palestinianpeople.

Another reason for this
decline is the Zionist
regime's dependence on
the United States, and due
to the decline of the United
States and its distance from
the era of superpower, the
Zionistregime is also facing
extreme weakness. American
governments, whether
Republicanor Democrats, have
made the security of Israel
their primary responsibility
andin the nationalinterest of
the United States, and have
alwaysbeenamajorsupporter
ofIsrael. Inthelasttwoyears,
Trump's extremist policies
have pushed the United States
away fromfavorable conditions
to maintain superior power.
Today, Washingtonisatodds
withmany ofitsallies, evenin
Europe,and Biden'spoliciesare
unlikelytoimprove. The United
Stateshasfacedmajoreconomic

hardships due to economic
selfishness and withdrawal
frominternationalinstitutions,
and the intensification of the
anti-raciststruggle thatbegan
after the assassination of
GeorgeFloydandturnedintoa
seriouscrisishaschallengedthe
Americangoverningstructure.
This unsettled situation,
along with the position of
the occupying regime's
Prime Minister Netanyahu in
supportof Trump, has cooled
Washington's relations with
Tel Aviv.

Theinternal situation of the
Zionistregimeisalsoveryfragile
and unstable today. Inthelast
twoyears, four elections have
beenheld by thisregime, and
Netanyahuhasaccepted defeat
inthese two years due to his
inabilitytocompletethecabinet,
andtodayhisrivalisresponsible
for forming the government,
andingeneral, theregimelacks
a fake Israeli government.
Thereissomeevidencethatthe
Zionists, inaforward-looking
move, are seeking to buyland
in the Patagonia area on the
Chile-Argentinabordersothat
they canrelocatetotheareaifit
collapsesinthefuture.

Based onthisevidences,notonly
[ranian expertsbutalso many
Westernexpertsbelieveinthe
gradualdeclineofthe occupying
regimeinJerusalemand seek
tofindasolutionto change this
situation.

According to the Islamic
Republicoflran, thesolutionto
endtheoccupation of Palestine
istoholdareferenduminthe

in October2020.

occupiedterritories. Thelranian
Leader officially announced
this issue at a Non-Aligned
Movement summitin Tehran
abouttwentyyearsago,and it
was subsequently registered
with the United Nations as
the Iran Plan. The basis of
this plan is that by holding
ademocratic referendum in
the occupied territories, all
Palestinians, Muslims, Jewsand
Christians, will participateinthe
referendum to determine the
future system thatshouldrule
inthisland.

In South Africa, after the
struggles of the people of this
country, the apartheid regime
was finally forced to hold a
referendum and the people
voted for the new system in
South Africa, and todayin that
countryblacksand whitesand
differentreligionslive together
peacefully. The slogan "Today
[ran, tomorrow Palestine”
was one of the main slogans
oftheIslamic Revolutionand
Imam Khomeini's valuable
initiative in determining the
International Day of Quds,
which was welcomed by the
Muslim people of the world,
means that one of the goals
of the Islamic Revolution. It
willnotbe achieved until the
liberation of Palestineand Holy
Quds.Thedaymustcomewhen,
following the referendumin
occupied Palestine, all people
willlive together peacefully,
and the world will witness the
destruction of Zionism and
apartheidinthisland, whichis
almostdawn.
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Iranurges Germanytoreview
Germanfiguresrolein Iran’s

sanctions

Secretary ofIran's High Council for Human Rights Ali
BagheriKaniurged Germanyto cooperate withIranand
reviewtherole of German figuresinanti-Iransanctions
and addressing the situation of Iranian prisonersin
Germany.Speaking in a meeting with the German
Ambassador to Iran Hans-Udo Muzel, Bagheri Kani
called on Germanytoaddressthe condition oftheIranian
prisonersin Germanyandalsotherole of Germanfigures
incruel sanctionsagainstIranespecially thoserelated
tohumanitarianissueslike medicine,food and medical
equipment. Referringtolran’splanasanewmember of
the United Nations Commission onthe Status of Women,
he said the internationalhumanrights bodies should
putontheiragendareclaimingtherightsofPalestinian,
Yemeni, Iragiand Syrianwomenandgirlswhohavebeen
abusedbythe occupiers,aggressorsandterrorists.He
noted thatreclaimingthe rights of [ranianwomenand
girlswhichwereviolated by the USand European cruel
sanctionsistheimportantmission ofIranasthe new
memberofthe UN Commission on the Status of Women.

Pres Rouhani: Iranin4th peakof

coronavirus

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said on Saturday
thatthe countryis passing through the 4th peak of
coronavirus despite upsand downs.President Rouhani
made the remarks at the national anti-coronavirus
headquarters meetingin Tehran.Athisremarks, the
presidentappreciated people who followed health
protocols during the past days to performreligious
rituals duringthe holy month of Ramadan.All Iranian
provinceshavebeenthroughthepeak,said the president
whileexpressingregretoverwitnessing UK dangerous
variantwithamutationinthe country.Attheend ofhis
remarks, the president thanked medical personnel,
doctors,and nurses who have been making efforts to
help people counterthe deadlyvirussinceits outbreak.
Coronavirushaskilled over 3,280,000 worldwide since
itsoutbreakin December2019.The number ofdeadin
Iranhaspassed 74,000.

Iraqi Army seize number of ISIL
weaponsinAl-Anbar

Duringan operationin Al-Anbar province, Iraqiarmy
forcesseizedanumber of weaponsbelongingto theSIL
terroristmembersinthe province.Iraqiforces continue
theirseriesof counter-terrorismoperationsindifferent
partsofthe country, Baghdad Todayreported.According
tothereport,thelragiarmyhasrecentlylaunchedanew
operationagainst Takfiriterroristsin Al-Anbarprovince
and attacked Takfiri positions.Security sourcessaid that
duringthe operation,anumber ofweaponsbelonging
toISIL Takfiri terrorists were seized.Meanwhile, Iraqi
army forceskilled three Takfirileaders during separate
operationsin Baghdad yesterday. The Iragi Counter-
Terrorism Agency said inastatementthatthe operation
was carried outby Iragiforces on ISIL positionsin the
south of Baghdad after gathering classified information
fromtheirhideout.

Ifthe negotiating parties fail to make abreakthroughinthe
talks for therevival ofthe JCPOA until May 24, the Iranian
Parliament’slaw on 'Strategic Action’ will take affectand
the IAEA will have no access to the datarecorded at the
country’snuclear sites, alawmaker said.

Speaking to Tasnim on Saturday, Chairman of the Iranian
Parliament's National Security and Foreign Policy
Commission Mojtaba Zonnourisaid the latest round of
Vienna talks to revive the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Actionhasnotledtoanynew development, buthasturned
into talks of attrition.

Hewarned the Western parties thatifthey fail tohonor their
JCPOA commitments by the deadline of May 24, Iran will
carry outthe ‘Strategic Action’ onlifting the sanctions and
safeguarding national interests, ratified by the Parliament

Should the JCPOA talks fail to yield results by May 24, Iran  [#8

will definitely cease the voluntary implementation of
the Additional Protocol ofthe Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty, Zonnouri stated.
Healsonoted thatwhile Iranisnowrecordinginformation
offline atits nuclear sites, alack of breakthrough in the
Viennanegotiations would mean that the International
Atomic Energy Agency will have no access to the
information, the cameras will be turned off, and the data
willbe deleted.

Ajointstatementreleased by the IAEA followingits director
general’s February visit to Tehran declared that Iran
will stop its voluntary implementation of the Additional
Protocoland willdeny IAEA inspectorsaccesstoitsnuclear

facilities
beyond the Safeguards
Agreementas of February 23,2021 for three months.

Inastatementon Sunday, 226 [ranian lawmakersinsisted

thatthe ‘Strategic Action’ onlifting the sanctions and

safeguarding national interests, ratified in October 2020,

should be carried outaccordingto the deadline of February

23,because the European signatories to the 2015 nuclear
dealhave failed to honor their commitments.



USreturnto JCPOA 100% dependenton US

itself: Khatibzadeh

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh stressed that
theJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action can berevived, butonlyifthe US
makes the necessary political decision and recognizes thatbargaining

endedin]July 2015, whenitsigned the JCPOA.

"Speakingto NBC News, I made clear thata US return to the JCPOA is 100%

20000 Rials

dependentonthe USitself", Khatibzadeh wrote on his tweeteraccount.

"The]JCPOA canberevived, Butonlyifthe US makesthe necessary political decision and
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Presidential
election candidates
registration tobegin
Mayll
DeputySecretaryoflran’s
Guardian Council Siamak
Rah Peik said that the
registration of volunteers
to contest Iran’s 13th
presidential election will
beginonMay11,2021.
The registration of
presidential candidates
will starton May 11 and
willlast for five days, he
added.

After registration, the
Guardian Council has
five days to review their
qualification, Rah Peik
said,addingthathowever,
in cases of necessity, the
law states that Guardian
Council canadd another
fivedays.

Infact, ittakes between
5 and 10 days for the
Guardian Council to
review their qualification,
after whichthe campaign
begins, henoted.

recognizesthatbargainingendedin]July 2015, whenitsigned the JCPOA",headded.

The relentless decline of Israel

Vietnamese Dies from Anaphylaxis after
Receiving AstraZeneca’s COVID19- Vaccine

A -35year-old female medical worker in Vietnam

has died from anaphylaxis after being injected with

AstraZeneca's COVID19-vaccine, the country's health

ministry announced.

Thewoman, whowasamember of staffat
the Tan Chau Regional General Hospital
inthe southern An Giangprovince, died
from anaphylaxis on Friday. Shereceived
herfirstdose ofthe Anglo-Swedishjabat
the hospital on Thursday morningand
subsequently died from anaphylactic
shock,RTreported.

“Thisisaveryrare caseinthevaccination
againstCOVID-19,”theministrysaidinthe
statement.

AsofFriday, more than 747,800 people
in Vietnam had been administered
AstraZeneca's Vaxzevria vaccine,
accordingtohealthministrydata.
Confirmation of the death comes as
Vietnam, whichhaspreviously contained
outbreaks of the coronavirus quickly,

is currently facing a slight uptick in
COVID-19 cases, includingin the capital
Hanoi.

On Friday, the southeast Asian country
registered 46 new infections, with 24in
Hanoi, accordingto the health ministry.
Thelatestcasesbring Vietnam's total so
farinthe pandemicto 3,137, with 161
casesdiscovered sincethe country'smost
recentoutbreakstarted on April 27.
Anaphylaxis has been reported as a
potential side effect of AstraZeneca's
vaccinebythedrugregulatoryauthorities
intheEUandinthe UK.

Some 590 cases of allergic reactions
associated with anaphylaxis or
anaphylactoid response had been
reportedinthe UKas of May 6,according
tothe country'sMedicinesand Healthcare
Products Regulatory Agency (MHRA).
By April 28, an estimated 22.6 million
peopleinthe UKhadreceived afirstdose
of AstraZeneca'svaccine,while 5.9 million
hadreceived both doses, theagency said.

West concerned about Iran’look to East

The four-decades-longimposition of sanctions on Iran

by the United States as well as the Europeans’inaction to

comply with their commitments underthe 2015 nuclear

deal prompted Tehran to expand ties with the Eastern

powers such as China and Russia, which is an issue of

concern forthe Western powers.

The West’s hostile policies towards the
Islamic Republic have pushed Tehran
to gradually focus on the Eastand keep
distance from the US and Europe. Now,
following the coverage of the Iran-China
25-Year Cooperation Program, the Western
powerstry to portray the agreementas
awin-lossaccord and then, they want to
improverelations with the Islamic country.
The Western powers are also well aware
that such an agreement will defuse
theimpactofthe US embargo on Iran.
The New York Times reported that the
Tehran-Beijing cooperationisabigblow
to the hostile maximum pressure of the
Trump administration againstIran. The
cooperation deal canbecome anew center
oftensions between the United States and
China, the newspaperwarned.

Islamic Ummah Member of the P.oli‘.cical
urgedto standby Bureau of the Islamic Jihad
. . Movement in Palestine
inhabitants ofal- Mohammed Al-Hindi called
Quds for the supportoftheIslamic

member of
Palestinian Islamic Jihad
Movement called on the
Islamic Ummah to stand by
theresidents ofal-Quds and
Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood
in Palestine.

A senior

Ummah for the Palestinians
living in the occupied lands
and territories aswell asin
Sheikh Jarrah districtagainst
the crimes of the Zionist
regime.

Al-Hindistrongly condemned
the crimes and atrocities
of the Zionist regime
against Palestinians living
in the occupied lands and
territories, Palestine Al-Yawm
reported.

According to thereport, he
reminded thatall Palestinians
must mobilize to defend Al-
Aqgsa Mosque until 28th day

ofholy month of Ramadan,
adding, “We also ask children
oftheIslamic Ummabh to stand
up to support Palestinian
peoplelivingin Al-Quds.”

Itis the duty of the Islamic
Ummah to use all its means
againstthe Zionistregime's
aggression againstPalestinian
people, especially in the
occupiedlands and Sheikh
Jarrahdistrict,he emphasized.
It should be noted that
more than 200 Palestinians
were wounded in clashes
with Zionist military forces
during last night's clashes
in the occupied lands and
territories. Most of these
peoplewereinjuredin Bab al-
Amoud, Al-Agsa Mosque and
Sheikh Jarrah neighborhoods.

Chinahasbeenamongthe countries who
did not follow up Western pressures on
Iran. The Wall StreetJournal reported in
December 2020 that Beijing challenged
the US’s foreign policy towards Iran and
Venezuela, because China increased
purchase of crude oil from both under

sanction countries.

Iran hasanamicable ties with Russia, too.
Experts believe that Tehran’s relations
with Beijingisnot contrary to Iran’s ties
with Russia or other countries. China
needs Iranian oil and Iran sells oil. Both
Russiaand Iran are producers of crude
oil. Moscow and Tehran canincrease their
defense collaborations.
Astothelrannuclear deal also knownas
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), Russiaand Chinasupported the
international dealand showed compliance
tothe agreement, while the US withdrew
fromtheaccordin May 2018 and Europe
has done nothingtangible to abide by its
commitments underthe JCPOA. Moscow
and Beijing were the firsttorecognize the
lifting of arms embargo on Tehranbased on
the Resolution 2231.

In fact the Islamic Republic had alook
atboth sides - the West and the East -
butthelooktothe West faded gradually
following the Western powers’ pressures
and sanctions on Iran. The policies of
the West persuaded Tehran to come to
the conclusion thatthe Islamic Republic
should continue thelook to the Eastand
expand cooperation with the countries,
which pursue commoninterests. Sucha
closetiesbetween Iran and the Eastern
powers have made the Western powers
upset; so, they strive toreduce tensions
with Tehran.

Imndoses of vaccine
toarrivein Iranin
coming days

Accordingto Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani, the countryis
scheduled toreceive 1 million
doses of the vaccine in the
comingdays.

Inall provinces of the country,
itiswitnessed thatamount of
Covid-19infectionshasreached
its peak in the fourth wave

and the amountis goingto be
decreased within the following
weeks, said President Rouani
on Saturday atthe session of
the National Task Force Against
Coronavirus.

Iranian Presidentalso hailed
the efforts and sacrifices of
the Iranian medical staff in
overcomingthedeadlyvirus.
He went on to say that the
countryisscheduled toreceive
1 million doses ofthe vaccinein

the comingdays.

Also, 8 million ofthe Covid-19
vaccineswill beavailable for the
Iranian nationinJune, Rouhani
said.

He expressed hope thatthe 13
to 14 million people who are
firstpriority ofthe government,
the elderly and patients with
underlying medical conditions,
will be vaccinated after
receiving the vaccine through
the COVAX platform.
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