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NEWS

Sixbogies of Iran-Pakistan
cargo trainderail in
Balochistan

Sixbogies of [ran-Pakistan freight train derailed
insouth western Balochistan’s Chaghi district,
with no casualty, IRNAreported on Tuesday.A
Pakistan Railways officer told media that the
freighttrain, which was on its way from Zahedan
to Quetta, derailed near Yadgar Close Station
due to dilapidated railway track.Pakistani
railway official said there were no casualties
intheaccidentbutthe goodstrain service got
suspended until the repair of the rail track.
The technical teams of Pakistan Railways in
Balochistan province were sentto startthe repair
work and are expected to complete the work
withinthe next24 hours.The poor condition of
the Quetta-Taftan railway section caused many
suchincidentsinthe pasand needsimmediate
repair.The freight train mostly carries cement,
chemicals and petrochemicals from Iran to
Pakistan and some food and agricultural products
to Iran.Quetta-Taftan Railway route is one of four
main railway routes in Pakistan, operated and
maintained by Pakistan Railways. Theline begins
from Quetta station and ends at Koh-e-Taftan
station.The total length of this railway lineis 325
kilometers. There are 23 railway stations from
Quettato Koh-e-Taftan. Theline then crossesinto
Iranand extends toZahedan.

100% rise in exports from
Chabahar

Exports from the southeastern port of Chabahar
hasincreased by 100% so far in the current
Iranianyear (started March 20,2021) compared
with preceding period, the head of Sistan-
Baluchestan Portsand Maritime Organization
said on Tuesday.Behrouz Aghaeisaid thatthe
transitgrowth was 17 % compared with last
year’s corresponding period, he was quoted as
saying without mentioning the volume or value
of exports.

Within the beginning of the currentIranianyear
(started March 20,2021), container cargoes
have been exported to the portoftransitgoods.
The Chabahar Free Trade-Industrial Zone (CFZ)
isoneofthe seven free trade zones of Iran, which
hasbeen developedinvicinity of Chabahar city
and alongthe coasts of Oman Sea for more than
twodecades.

Chabahar Portwith over 12 million tons capacity
ofloadingand unloadinginayearisanimportant
portinsouthernIranandnorth of Sea of Oman.
Duetoitsstrategic positionanditsroleinregional
economicexchanges, Chabahar could be excluded
from US sanctions; and this measure can highlight
the port’sinternational role more thanbefore.

Official: Iran does not

accept passengers from
India, Pakistan

The spokesman of Civil Aviation Organization of
Iranrejected sellingtickets for Indiaand Pakistan,
sayingno passengers will be accepted from the
countriesas per theanti-COVID-19 national task
forceapproval. Mohammad Hassan Zibakhsh said
based onthe national anti-COVID19 committee
approval,nodomesticairlinerisallowed to have
directorindirect flights to India, Pakistanand
countriesintrouble with variants of the virus.
Flightstoand from41 countrieshavealreadybeen
prohibited by national ICAO and those who want
to take flights from and to the countrieslisted as
highriskarerequired todo coronavirustestinIran.
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‘Housingprices should decrease

%2>

Head of Iran’s Property Advisers Union has

said housing pricesin the country should

decreaseatleast25 percentinorder forpeople

tobeable to afford to purchase, ISNAreported.

Mostafa Gholi
Khosravi noted
thatthe closure
of real estate
agencies due to
NEWS the coronavirus
_IEEEM  pandemic has
caused some problems
in this market, calling
forthere-openingofthe
agenciesin compliance
with health protocols.
“The affairs of real estate
offices are mostly done
through phone and social
distancing and health
protocolsare observed
when the parties meet
for signing contracts. So,
these offices which have
been constantly closed
since the beginning
of the current [Iranian
calendar] year (March
21) shouldbere-opened,”
Khosravisaid.
The official also stressed
theneed for establishing
a market regulation
headquarters forhousing

el

sector to monitor the
activities of dealers and
real estate agencies
in order to balance the
prices.

Housing prices in Iran
have been constantly
rising over the pastyear
due to various internal
and external factors.
Coronavirus has been
reported to be a major
factor affecting the
housing prices in Iran
as the pandemic has
stoked concernsabout
losing one’s savings and
more people entered the

housing market.
“Peopleareturningtothe
housing marketin order
to protecttheir savings
in the face of rising
inflation. No one sees
housingas ashort-term
consumer commodity.
Even real consumers
view purchasing a
home as a long-term
investment,” Mehdi
Soltan-Mohammadi, a
housing expert, said.
The average price of
each square meter of
residential propertiesin
Tehranincreased from

263 millionrials (about
$6,262)inMarch 2020 to
530 millionrials (about
$12,620)inMarch 2021,
which shows a 101
percentincrease.
Housing pricesin Tehran
cityalsorose 78.9 percent
in the eleventh month
of the previous Iranian
calendar year (January
20 - February 18), as
compared to the same
month ofthe preceding
year, according to the
latestreportreleased by
the Central Bank of Iran
(CBD).

Iranplansto
produce 32mn tons
crude steel in current
year

Islamic Republicoflranis planningto
produce 32 million tons of crude steel

inthe currentlranian calendaryearin
1400 (started March 21,2021).

A study of the most important
programs of the Ministry of Industry,
Mine and Trade in the currentyear
indicatesthatplanningis underway
for producing 32 million tons of
crude steel, the statistics that show
a27.7 percentrise as compared to
the performanceinlastyear (ended
March 20,2020).

Accordingto the statistics, domestic
steelmakers succeeded in producing
28,374,900 tons of crude steel last
year (ended March 20,2020).

In this comprehensive program, itis
planned to produce 23 million tons of
various types of steel productsin the
currentyear (started March 21,2021).
Thisiswhile domestic steel-making
companies produced more than 25
million tons ofthese products.

The programs defined by the Ministry
of Industry, Mine and Trade in the
currentyear named after “Production,
Support, Eliminating Barriers” have
been classified in seven main pivots
and 40 plansincludingboostingand
deepening domestic production
(13 plans), managing imports
and developing export of non-oil
commodities (6 plans), developing
mines and mineral industries with
special emphasis on the mining
roadmap (four plans), developing
technology and knowledge-based
products (four plans), managing
marketan organizingtradelogistics
(5 plans), improving business
environmentand eliminatingbarriers
ahead of production process (three
plans) aswell as providing financial
resources and developinginvestment
(5plans).
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PakistaniInterior Minister
Sheikh Rashid Ahmad
announced thathis country
plans to establish two new
border crossings with Iran.
Border crossings not only
help toimprove bilateral
trade between Pakistanand
Iran butalsoboosttourism
in the region, said the
PakistaniInterior Minister,
referring to Pakistan’s plan
to open two new border
crossings with Iran.

Zubaida Jalal, Minister

Pakistan planning to open 2 border
crossings with Iran

For Defense Production of
Pakistan had previously
said that the necessary
measures would be taken
to provide assistance to
theresidents ofthe border
areas in Balochistan,
includingthe establishment
ofborder markets.

He added thatthe central
governmenthas decided to
establish border markets
onthe Pakistan-Iranborder
for promotinglegal trading
intheseareas.
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Iran’smonthly
petchem
productionup
loyr/yr

Iran’s petrochemical
productioninthe first
month of the current
Iranian calendar year
(March 21-April 20)
increased by seven
percent compared to
the same monthin the
previousyear,an official
with the National
Petrochemical Company
(NPC)announced.

The country’s
petrochemical
complexesproduced 5.5
million tons of products
in the mentioned
month, according to
Jalal Mirhashemi, NPC’s

production  control
manager.
Mentioningthe current

year’s motto which is
“Production: Support
and Elimination of
Obstacles” Mirhashemi
noted that the Iranian
petrochemicalindustry
isready to achieve the
goals of production
growth in the current
year.

“All conditions and
infrastructurehavebeen
provided to achieve a
leapinproductioninthe
[ranian petrochemical
industryinthe current
year; withthemeasures
taken thisyear, theidle
production capacities of
someexistingcomplexes
willalsoberevived,” he
said.He pointed to the
full observance of
health protocols and
safety  instructions
in petrochemical
complexes, saying that
petrochemicalunitshave
always complied with
safetyrequirementsand
alsohelpedtoproduce
rawmaterialsneeded by
thehealthcaresector.
The petrochemical
industry playsacrucial
role in Iran’s non-
oil economy, as the
petrochemical export
is the second-largest
source ofrevenue forthe
country after crude oil.
Petrochemical exports
already  constitute
nearly 33 percent of
the country’s non-oil
exports.According
to Iranian Oil Minister
Bijan NamdarZanganeh,
the countryis currently
producing nearly
70 million tons of
petrochemical products
annuallyand by theend
oftheindustry’ssecond
developmentleap, the
country’spetrochemical
production capacityis
projectedtoreach 100
milliontonsperyear.
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TRGC Chief:
Israel’s
EvilActs to
Backfire
Commander ofthe
Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps
Major  General
Hossein Salami
reminded the
Israeliregime that
itsvicious activities
would  imperil
itself, warning that
Iran’sreaction will
be on par with or
even harsher than
the threats.

In comments
about the recent
developments
in the occupied
Palestinian
territories, the
IRGC commander
said on Monday
that the vicious
acts committed
by the Zionists
in the region will
boomerang.

“The Islamic
Republic of Iran
will react to any
vicious measure
at the same level
or more strongly,”
Major  General
Salami further
warned.

The evil Israeli
activities will pose
“real threats” to
them in future,
the commander
warned, adding, “If
the Zionistregime
continues to make
such moves, these
measures will
push them closer
to dissolution,
particularly
considering that
all conditions have
been prepared
for the fall of the
Zionistregime.”

In remarks on
Sunday, Chief of
Staffofthe Iranian
Armed Forces
Major  General
Mohammad
Hossein Bageri
said the Zionist
regime of Israel is
mistaken to think
that it can target
Syria continually or
take mischievous
actionsin the sea
withoutreceivinga
response.

Asked about
Iran’s reaction
to the continued
hostile actions by
the Israeliregime,
Major  General
Baqgerisaid Iran’s
response would
notbemadeknown
now butadded that
the Zionistregime
willnotstay calm.

—

Yemeni army takes control of resigned government's HQ:

report

News sources reported that the Yemeniarmy and popular committees have been able to take
control of Tala'atal-Hamra, the largestand mostimportantheadquarters of the resigned Yemeni
government.Sana'aforces were able to take control of one ofthe moststrategicareasin the province
astheyadvanced toward the city of Ma'rib, news sourcesreported.According to Al-Akhbar, through
Talabatal-Hamra, Sana'a forces can shorten the distance to the center of Ma'rib province. On
Sunday, sources reported that the Yemeni army has made military advances on several fronts in
Ma'rib.Saudiwarplanes havereportedly targeted Marib province four times on Saturday.It should
benoted that Yemeniarmy forces have recently foiled alarge-scale offensive by Saudiaggressors
against Al-Hudaydah province.Saudi coalition recently tried to reach the southernroad of the
Yemeni province of Al-Hudaydah during an operation. However, they were soon confronted by
Yemeni forces.ear of ‘supporting production and removing obstacles’, the commander said.

Iran-Turkey tie

Ziionists committing crime of apartheid:
Human Rights Watch

Human Rights Watch says that Zionist

officials are committing the crimes of

apartheid, calling on the International

Criminal Court to prosecute "Zionist

officials.”

Human Rights
Watch has stated
that  Zionists
officials are
NEWS committing
_EEEM  the crimes of
apartheid and persecution,
saying the regime enforces
an overarching policy to
“maintain the domination
by Jewish Israelis over
Palestinians”, The Guardian
reported.
In a report released on
Tuesday, the New York-
based advocacy group
became the first major
international rights body
to level such statements.
[t said that after decades
of warnings that an
entrenched hold over
Palestinianlife could lead to
apartheid,ithad found that
the “threshold” had been
crossed.
The report drew on
years of human rights
documentation, analysis
of Israeli laws, a review
of government planning
documents, and statements
by officials.
Human Rights Watch
compared policies and
practices towards nearly 7
million Palestinians in the
occupied territories and
within Israel with those
concerning roughly the
same number of Jewish
Israelislivingin the same
areas.
It concluded there was a
“present-day reality of a
single authority, the Zionist
regime ... methodologically
privileging Jewish
Israelis while repressing

Next round of Iran Vienna talks to be longer: Russian envoy

Russia's Permanent Representative to International
Organizationsin Vienna Mikhail Ulyanov has said that the next
round oftalks between Iran and remaining JCPOA participants

in Viennawill takelonger.

"Thenextmeeting ofJoint Commission of #]CPOA will take place
onApril 27 inVienna. The participantswill continue negotiations
onrestoration ofthenucleardeal, includingin 3 working groups.
It’snotruled out thatthe new round of talks will be longer
thanthe previous ones," Mikhail Ulyanov, Russia's Permanent
Representative to International Organizationsin Viennasaid.

"Tehran will notallow negotiations to take long, and will leave
the talksifitfeels the other partieslack seriousness and only
seek to buy time or wish to add otherissues to the talks," Iran
top negotiator Deputy Foreign Minister For Political Affairs
Seyed Abbas Araghchisaid onthenucleartalksin Vienna onthe
revival of the Irannuclear deal knownas the JCPOA, according
toatranslation edition ofhis words by Press TV website after
attendingameeting ofthe Parliament’s Committee on National
Security and Foreign Policy on the ongoing talks thatbegan
early this month.Tehranis engaged in Vienna talks with the
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Palestinians, mostseverely
inthe occupied territory.”
First used in relation
to South Africa’s racist
segregation against non-
white citizens, apartheid
- which is Afrikaans for
“apartness” - is a crime
against humanity under
international law.

Under the 1998 Rome
statute thatestablished the
international criminal court
(ICC),apartheidis defined
as an “institutionalised
regime of systematic
oppressionand domination
by oneracial group over any
other” with the intent of
“maintainingthatregime”.
Persecution, whichisalsoa
crime againsthumanity, is
defined as “the intentional
and severe deprivation of
fundamental rights” of a
group of people.

Human Rights Watch said
that inside the Zionist
regime - where about a
fifth of the 9 million citizens
are Palestinians - and in
the occupied territories,
authorities had soughtto
maximize theland available
for Jewish communities
and concentrate most
Palestinians in dense
population centers.

It said Zionist authorities

“systematically
discriminate against
Palestinians”. This was most
extreme in the occupied
territories, itsaid, including
the West Bank, which
Zionists capturedin the six-
daywarin1967.

Several hundred thousand
Zionist settlers now live
thereascitizenswhileabout
2.7 million Palestinians
are not and live under
military rule.Human
Rights Watch'’s executive
director, Kenneth Roth,
said thiswasnotsimply “an
abusive occupation”. “These
policies, which grant]Jewish
I[sraelis the same rights
and privileges wherever
theylive and discriminate
against Palestinians to
varying degrees wherever
theylive, reflectapolicy to
privilege one people atthe
expense of another,” Roth
said.

Regarding the occupied
West Bank, the Zionist
regime points to
agreements signed in
the 1990s that afforded
Palestinians limited self-
rulethere. However, Human
Rights Watch says the
Zionistregime still “retains
primary control over many
aspects” of their lives,

remainingparticipantsinthe Irannuclear deal (JCPOA) namely
China, Russia, and the three major European countries of
Britain, Germany and Franceinabid to revive the nuclear deal.
The United Statesisnot presentas Iran hasrefused to directly
talk with the new US administration thatstill continuesillegal
Trump-erasanctionsagainstthe Iranian nation.
Despite early promises during his presidential campaign, US
President]oe Bidenhasnotreturned his countrytothe deal sofar.
By doingso, the Bidenadministrationis followingin the Trump
administration's footsteps and continues to stick to theillegal
sanctionsonlraninviolation ofthe nuclear deal. Washington has
setillegitimate preconditions for returning to the JCPOA which
arestrongly rejected by Iran.
Afterthe US exitfrom the world powers' nuclear deal with Iran
inMay 2018 and imposing the unprecedented sanctions onthe
Iranian nation which was followed by the indifference of the
European parties to the need for compensating Iran'slosses
asaresultofthe USviolations ofthe international accord, Iran
started reducingits JCPOA commitmentsin five steps and finally
suspended voluntaryimplementation ofthe Additional Protocol

includingborders, natural
resources,and movement
of peopleand goods.
Meanwhile,about 2 million
Palestinians live under a
strict blockade in Gaza.
Zionist forces pulled out
of Gaza in 2005 but still
maintain control of its
borders, sea, and airspace.
A shift in perception
towards apartheid is partof
amovementled by activists
that gained momentum
following Israeliannexation
threats they say prove the
occupationis permanent,
aswellaslawsthatenshrine
extra political rights for
Jews over Arabs, two
developments that Human
Rights Watch cited in its
report.

It called on the ICC
prosecutor to “investigate
and prosecute those
credibly implicated”
and called for sanctions
including travel bans and
assetfreezesonresponsible
officials, without naming
them.

Lastyear the same rights
group found thatabuses by
the Myanmar government
against Rohingya Muslims
also amounted to the
crimes of apartheid and
persecution.

Joint Commission best mechanism for expanding

Turkish Ambassador to Iransaid thatorganizingJoint Cooperation Commissionisthebest
mechanism for expanding trade and economicties between Islamic RepublicofIran and
Republicof Turkey.Speakinginaninterview with IRNA on Tuesday, Darya Ores described
Iran-Turkey EconomicJoint Commission as the bestmechanism and opportunity for
improvingand expandingrelations between the two countries.“With the unparalleled and
unprecedented political willbetween presidents of [ran and Turkey, we hope thatvolume
ofbilateral trade between the two countries will increase significantly,” he emphasized.
Turningto the 28th edition of the Joint Economic Cooperation meeting, which will be
held virtually on Wednesday, April 28, he stated thatIran and Turkey are two neighboring
countries with long-standingrelationships thathave cooperated extensively in various
fieldsatthe highestlevelsand have achieved desirableresults.

NEWS

Lifting sanctions can help
national GDP tobecome

double-digit; official

Iranians Deserve Free COVID-19 Vaccines.
Chairman of Iran-Switzerland Joint Chamber
of Commerce Sharif Nezam-Mafi believes
ifthe private sectoris toimport COVID-19
vaccines, they should hand over the vaccines to
the Health Ministry for its distribution because
itwill reveal the humanitarian and nationalist
feelings.

Speaking to ILNA, Nezam-Mafi expressed
his views on import of COVID-19 vaccines
by the private sector and criticisms against
this decision,and said any company which s
involved inimporting face masks should alsobe
allowed toimportvaccines.

Headded thatthe countryhaspassed acritical
pointand Iranian families arelosing their dear
onesand inthis condition, officials should issue
licenses forimportofvaccines.

On paying for vaccination, he said vaccination
should be for free and the vaccination should
be available for the entire nation like whatis
common in other countries and the private
sector should alsoignore its profits regarding
theimportof COVID-19 vaccine.

He added thathebelievesifthe private sector
importsthevaccine,itshould notdistributeitby
itselfand the health ministry should bein charge
ofitsdistribution,and everyone should show his
humanitarianand chauvinismnature.
Sharif-Mafireiterated thatIraniansare entitled
tobevaccinated for free.

Touching upon the probable removal of the
sanctions againstIran and itsimpacton the
national economy, he said accordingtoreports
from Vienna, sanctions have reached aserious
stageanditsremoval can firstease the banking
relations and ultimately unfreeze Iran’s blocked
assets.

Henoted thatthe blocked assets can help the
cycle ofindustry and economy of the country,
andremoval of the sanctions, ifitistrue,canbea
very good openingin the national economyand
itcanhelpthenational GDP tobecome double-
digit.

Sharif-Mafi reiterated that this needs
verification because international companies
whichworkwith [ran are very sensitive about
the U.S.finesfordeal withIran.

He admitted that any investor who wants to
have trade with Iran fearsaboutthe 2024 U.S.
Presidential election because ifa Republican
takes office, the maximum pressure may return
and for thisreason international companies do
notrush to trade with Iran until they become
sureaboutthe fate of the sanctions.

on
February 22. Tehran

recently started 60% enrichmentafteran "act of

sabotage" donereportedly carried outbythe Israeliregime on

oneofitsnuclearsitesin Natanz. The JCPOA Paragraph 36 allows
Irantodiminishitsabidanceinthe case of violations of the deal
by other parties.

Iran has vowed that it will change course and will return
immediately toitsJCPOA commitmentsassoonasother parties,
mostnotably the Europeans, abide by the provisions of the
accord.
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Spokesman Denies Report of Meeting between Iranian, US Officials

inlraq

Iran’s Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Saeed Khatibzadeh dismissed rumors thatIranian officials have
held ameetingwith CIA Director William Burnsin Baghdad.Speaking to Tasnim on Tuesday, Khatibzadeh
vehemently denied the rumors thatIranian officialsand the director ofthe US Central Intelligence Agency
havemetinIraq,slammingitasareportfromyellow media. Tasnim haslearned that William Burns had
left Baghdad several days before the team of Iranian officials led by Foreign Minister Zariftraveled to [raq

foran official visit.The top Iranian diplomatarrived in Baghdad on Tuesday-when the CIA chiefhad left the

Arab country-and held meetings with the Iraqi officialsimmediately, the reports and photos of which have
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leads is a prominent
parliamentarymovement
with high popularity
among people. The
[ranian foreign minister
has also met with Iraqi
president, primeminister;
parliament speaker,
foreignminister,and Shia
and Sunnileadersaswell
as tribal leaders of the
country.

beenreleased.Inthe meantime,a CIA spokespersonhas told the Washington Examiner thatreports ofa
meetingbetween USand Iranian officialsin Baghdad are falseand declined to comment on Burns'schedule.
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COVIDI19-Situation in India'beyond

EU sues AstraZenecaover breach of
COVIDI19-vaccine supply contract

The European Commission said on Monday it had

launchedlegal action against AstraZeneca (AZN.L) for

notrespectingits contract for the supply of COVID19-

vaccines and for nothavinga "reliable" plan to ensure

timely deliveries.

AstraZeneca (AZN.L) said inresponse that
thelegal action by the EU was without merit
and pledged todefenditselfstronglyin court.
Under the contract, the Anglo-Swedish
company had committed to makingits "best
reasonable efforts” to deliver 180 million
vaccinedosestothe EUinthesecond quarter
ofthisyear, foratotal of 300 million in the
period from DecembertoJune.
ButAstraZenecasaidinastatementonMarch
12 itwould aim to deliver only one-third of
thatby the end of June, of which about 70
million would be in the second quarter. A
weekafter that, the Commission sentalegal
letter to the company in the first step of a
formal procedure toresolve disputes.read
more

AstraZeneca's delays have contributed
towards hampering the bloc's vaccination
drive, as the vaccine developed by Oxford
University was initially supposed to be the

mainoneinanEUrolloutin the firsthalf of
thisyear. After repeated cutsinsupplies, the
blocchangedits plansand nowrelies mostly
onthe Pfizer-BioNTech (PFE.N), (22UAy.DE)
vaccine.

"The Commission has started last Friday a
legal action against AstraZeneca," the EU
spokesman told anews conference, notingall
27 EU statesbacked themove.

"Some terms of the contracthave notbeen
respected and the company hasnotbeenin
apositionto comeup withareliable strategy
to ensure timely delivery of doses," the
spokesman said, explainingwhat triggered
themove.

"AstraZeneca has fully complied with the
Advance Purchase Agreement with the
European Commission and will strongly
defenditselfin court. Webelieve anylitigation
is without merit and we welcome this
opportunity toresolve thisdisputeassoonas
possible,” AstraZenecasaid.

Under the contract, the case willneed to be
resolved by Belgian courts.

"We want to make sure there isaspeedy
delivery of a sufficient number of doses
that European citizens are entitled to and
whichhavebeenpromised onthebasisofthe
contract,” the spokesman said.

Heartbreaking': WHO Chief

The World Health Organization chiefvoiced alarm

Monday atIndia's record-breaking wave of COVID19-

casesand deaths, saying the organization was rushing to

help addressthe crisis.

"The situation
heartbreaking,"

in India is beyond
Tedros Adhanom

Ghebreyesustoldreporters.

He spoke as India battles a catastrophic
coronavirus wave thathas overwhelmed
hospitals, with crematoriums working at
full capacity.

Asurgeinrecentdays hasseen patients'
families taking to social mediatobeg for
oxygensuppliesandlocations ofavailable
hospital beds, and has forced the capital
New Delhito extend aweek-longlockdown.
"WHO is doing everything we can,
providing critical equipmentand supplies,”
Tedrossaid.

Hesaid the UN health agency wasamong
otherthings sending "thousands of oxygen

concentrators, prefabricated mobile field
hospitalsandlaboratory supplies".

The WHO also said it had transferred
more than 2,600 of its experts from
various programs, including polio
and tuberculosis, to work with Indian
health authorities to help respond to the
pandemic.

The country of 1.3 billion hasbecome the
latesthotspotofapandemicthathaskilled
morethanthree million people worldwide,
evenasricher countries take steps towards
normality with accelerating vaccination
programmes.

The US and Britainrushed ventilators and
vaccine materialsto help Indiaweatherthe
crisis, whilearange of other countries also
pledged support.

Since the virus that causes COVID-19 first
surfacedin Chinainlate 2019, the disease
haskilled more than 3.1 million people out
ofatleast 147 millioninfected, according
to a tally from official sources compiled
by AFP.

Ministry of Education to mention

Z.arifinforms Al-
Kadhimi oflatest
developments in talks
withG4+1

Minister of Foreign Affairs
Mohammad Javad Zarifin his
Monday meeting with Iraqi
Prime Minister Mustafa al-
Kadhimiinformed him ofthe
latestdevelopmentsinIran’s
ongoing nuclear talks with
G4+1 countries, appreciating
Iraq’s support for JCPOA
and termination of unjust,
unilateral US sanctions.

Zarif who is in Baghdad for

consultations on issues of
mutual interest on Monday
afternoon metand conferred
with the Iraqi prime minister.
Zarif in this meeting
appreciated the Iraqi prime
minister’s efforts in pursuing
the existing files on bilateral
andregional relationsrelated
to the Islamic Republic of
Iran,aswell asIran’s ongoing
nuclear talks with the G4+1
countries.

The Iranian top diplomat
alsoreferred to someissues
related to Iranian companies,
economic and business

firms, transportation and
engineering companies, and
their economic transactions,
asking for Iraqi officials in
resolving the problems with
which they are entangled.

The Iraqi Prime Minister
Mustafa Al-Kadhimi, too,
emphasized inthe meetingthat
Iraq does notmerely consider
Iran as a neighbor, but as a
strategic partner.
HereferredtoIran’s support
forIraqinits waragainstthe
ISIS terrorists, adding: Iran’s
standinthatrespectwillnever
be forgotteninIraq’s history.

Iranunveils files for accession of Nagsh-e Rajab
. . . and Nagsh-e-Rostam rockface
registration with o .
inscriptions to Persepolis, and
UNESC_O. accession of Vank church to the
Iran’s Minister of Cultural get of Iranian churches, IRNA
Heritage, Tourism and reported.

Handicrafts Ali Asghar Mounesan
has unveiled Iranian files of
intangible and tangible heritage
forregistration with the United
Nations Educational, Scientificand
Cultural Organization UNESCO.

Mounesan unveiled files for
registration in UNESCO list,
including silkworm breeding
and silk spinning, Turkmen
embroidery, Mehregan
celebration, makingand playing
the oud instrument, Yalda night
celebration, Iranian caravansaray,
accession of Dizmar natural
heritage to Hyrcanian forests,

The minister highlighted that
preparation of so many files has
beenabigdeal, underlining that
registration of each heritage can
help avoid destruction of the
preciouslegacy.

Pointing to the negative impact of
cruelsanctionsonIran’seconomy,
he noted that his ministry has
made effortless attempt not to
allow the decline of annual
budgetallotted for the Ministry
of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts.

Mounesan went on to say that
his ministry has called on the

[ran’s cultural heritage in student
textbooks.

The ceremony of unveiling Iranian
files for registrationin UNESCO list
was held atthe presence of some
officials and expertsin Tehran on
Monday.

During the ceremony, deputy
minister of cultural heritage,
tourism and  handicrafts
Mohammad Hassan Talebian
referred to Iran’s position in the
ninth and seventh ranks oftangible
and intangible world heritage
respectively.

Talebian said that Iran has
cooperated with Tajikistan,
Turkey, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan
Republic, Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan in order to submit
differentheritage files to UNESCO.
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