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Persian Gulf-Black
SeaCorridortobecome
operational soon

The Persian Gulf-Black Sea transit corridor
will comeinto operationinnear future, said an
officialatIran's Ministry of Roads and Urban
Development.

Director-General of Transitatthe Ministry of Roads
and Urban Development Amin Tarafo made the
announcementinaninterview with Mehr News
Agency,saying, "The Persian Gulf-Black Seatransit
corridor willbe setupinordertodevelop the
transportdiplomacy ofthe member countriesand
theirjointbenefitfrom comparative advantages
and promotion of competitiveadvantages.”

"After the proposal of thisinitiative by our country
(asthetrusteeoftheagreement)in2016andafter
holdingfourroundsofexperttalksin Tehran, Sofia,
Tbilisiand Tehran, respectively, the fifth round of
negotiations with the participation of delegations
fromIran, Armenia, Georgia, Bulgariaand Greece
washeld onMondayin Yerevan,"headded.
"Givenits economicefficiency and security, the
launch ofthis corridorwillincrease the speed of
Asiantrade with Europe and this attractiveness
will create more and more attachment of the
transitwith regional and international trade
between Iran and the countries of the South
CaucasusandtheBlackSea," the officialnoted.

He emphasized thatthe Persian Gulf-Black Sea
Corridoragreementcanbeacceded toby other
countriesifthemembersagree.
Irantoresumeimport

of Pakistan’skinnow:
Pakistani 'M

Pakistaniforeign minister has said thatIslamic
Republicof Iran haslifted restrictions on the
importofPakistan’skinnow.

ShahMehmood Qureshimadetheremarksduring
hisvisitto Pakistan House in Tehran on Tuesday.
Theministersaid that Pakistan haslong-standing
fraternalrelations with Iran based on common
religiousand cultural values.

“The purpose of my visitto Iranis to strengthen
economicand traderelationsbetween Pakistan
andIran,” Qureshisaid.

He noted there are vast opportunities for
promotion oftradebetween Pakistanand Iran.
“Ourdiplomatsmustpursue economicdiplomacy
and make efforts for Pakistan's economic
development,”said the foreign minister.
Headded:lamglad thatIrannotonlyappreciated
the proposalto open cross-bordertrade centers
butalsoexpresseditsreadinesstoimplementthe
proposal.

“lam happy to say thatthe dream ofa "border
market" atIran-Pakistan borderwillbecomea
realitytomorrow,” said Qureshi

He said thatfollowingdiscussions,Iamhappyto
announce thatIranhaslifted restrictionsonthe
importofPakistan’skinnow;” he said.

Foreign minister said the moveisasign ofthe
strengthening of bilateral relations between
Pakistanand Iranandisawelcome development
for Pakistanibusinessmen.

Qureshiarrivedin Tehran on Tuesday afternoonto
meetwith Iranian high-rankingofficials.

Iran's Deputy Foreign Minister for West Asia
Rasoul Mousavisaid thatmeetings with President
Hassan Rouhani, Majlis Speaker Mohammad-
Bager Qalibaf,and Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarifare on Qureshi’sagenda.
Headdedthatthethird border marketofIranand
Pakistan, cross-border Pishin-Mand marketwill
openofficiallyon Wednesday.
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Official: 50Sb foreign investment

made in mine sector

Head of Iran Chamber for mineral

industries said on Wednesday thatsome

50$b foreigninvestmenthasbeenmadein

Iran’smineralindustries sector,adding that

Chinaiswillingto make 80$b investmentin

this sector.

SpeakingtoIRNA,
Bahram Shakoori
elaborated

=

;ISEAHJAE on Iran-C}.lina
cooperation
NEWS document,
KN saying China as
the second top economy
inthe world has various
capacities and has a big
manufacturer.
He added that having
relations with China will
bringaboutbenefitboth
forIranand China.
He called for taking
advantage of  the
opportunity created
after  signing  the
comprehensive
cooperation document
between Iran and China
so that Iran could have
betterinteractions with
theworld.
He noted that China
is interested in making
$450b worth of
investment in various

wEe
Vo B s,

sectors in Iran, $80b of
whichisrelated tomineral
industrysector.

Earlier, Iranian Foreign
Ministry  spokesman
Saeed Khatibzadeh
commented on the
Iran-China 25-Year
Cooperation Document,
saying that China is a
big world power and
grade one economy that
has signed very large
economic contracts and
cooperation memoranda
of understanding with
various countries, from
the US and European
countries, to the Persian

Gulf Arab countries,
Central Asian states, the
Middle Eastand Far East
countries.

He said that having
strategicties with Chinais
also of greatsignificance
and specialimportance for
Iran,justas expansion of
tieswith Iranatthelevel of
strategic cooperationisa
priority for China thatwas
achieved by the Chinese
president’svisitofIran.
Khatibzadeh also said
that Iran’s moves are
unpleasant for those who
wantitto surrender, or to
be segregated, which was

thereason for their hasty
distortion of facts and
propagatingagainstthe
agreement, as we noticed
aboutthisroad-mabp.
“The Iran-China
Comprehensive
Cooperation Document,
and theroad-map for that
cooperation will bear
fruits for the dear Iranand
our nation whenitenters
itsimplementation phases
and the sub-economic
contracts will be signed
between the activists
of the two countries
in various sectors,” he
concluded.

Openingofthird

relations between the two countries
especially in the field of border

Minister for

relations with the Islamic Republic of
Iran,and we see the opening of the third
official border with ourneighborasabig

Defence

Production says opening of third official
cross-border marketbetween Iranand
Pakistan at Pishin-Mand isa greatand
historicachievement.

Zobaida Jalal during an exclusive
interview with IRNA just before the
opening of third official crossing
between the two countries on
Wednesday said ‘itis a historicstep’.
Jalalalso the focal person from Pakistani
side to follow up on plans to establish
new border crossings with Iran, said
Pakistanis determined to strengthen

cross-border management, defense and economic

lnarket With Iran, cooperation. achievement.
R . Recallingher presence atthe opening Pakistani

major achievement: ceremony of the second official crossing

Pakistani minister of Iran and Pakistan in Rimdan-Gabd

Pakistani Minister for Defence Tregionand thenextstepsofthetwo

countriesto develop infrastructure and
establishajointbordermarket, Jalal said
Tehranand Islamabad are on the path of
deepeninglong-standingrelations.

The ministerwho belongs to Balochistan
province said opening of official border
crossingisalsoamanifestation ofboth
the countries to strengthen relations
and improving the lives of border
residents.Sheadded: "One ofthe goals of
Pakistan's foreign policy and the vision
ofthe approach of the government of
Prime Minister Imran Khanisto develop

Production stressed thatthe opening
of the Pishin-Mand will create job
opportunities forresidents onbothsides
ofthe border,improve thelivelihoods
ofthe poor,boosthigh-level economic
cooperationand strengthenlegal trade
between Iran and Pakistan.

She concluded by expressing
satisfaction with the coordinated
positions of Iranian and Pakistani
officials in border management
and a positive view to expand trade
cooperation. She announced her
readiness to pay an official visit to the
Islamic Republic of Iran in the near
future.
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Atotal of 71,500 tons of
non-oil  commodities
worth $82 million were
exported from Maragheh
County of East Azarbaijan
Province in the last
Iranianyear, registeringa
19.66% decline in weight
buta57.7% rise in value
compared with the year
before.“The exports
included sheet glass,
mirrors, baking soda,
sodium carbonate, raisins,
dates, apples and different

kinds of metal products,
which mainly headed to
Iraq, Armenia, Azerbaijan
Republic, Ukraine and
Turkey,” Heydar Jalalzadeh,
alocal official, was quoted
assayingby IRNA.
Located 127 kilometers
south of the provincial
capital of Tabriz, Maragheh
isahub ofindustrial and
agricultural production
andaleadingregioninfood
processingindustriesin the
northeastern province.
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What's News

Iranreports
9% surgein
annual sponge

Ironoutput

US Rep. Ilhan Omar
(D-MN) (L) talks with
Speaker of the House
Nancy Pelosi (D-CA)
duringarallywith fellow
Democratsbeforevoting
onH.R.1,orthe People
Act,onthe EastSteps of
the US Capitol on March
08,2019in Washington,
DC.(AFPphoto)

Iran saw its output of
spongeironincrease by
9%t030.52mInTinthe
yeartolate March.
Figures by Iran’s main
metals and mining
conglomerate IMIRDO
shows the country
boosted its output of
spongeiron,amainsteel
ingredient, in the year
to March amid efforts
to prevent massive
salesofironoretosteel

producersin Asiaand
elsewhere.
[ranian iron mills

churned out a total of
30.52 million metric
tons of sponge iron
in the year to March
20, an increase of
9% compared to the
previous calendaryear,
accordingtoaMonday
report by the official
IRNAagencywhichcited
IMIDROfigures.

The Mobarakeh
Steel Company was
responsible forabulkof
theproductionatnearly
7.3 milliontons,said the
report.

Itadded thatproduction
hadrisenby9%1t02.676
million tonsin the final
months of the year
compared tothe month
tolateFebruary.
Sponge iron or what
is technically known
asdirectreducediron
(DRI)isamainfeedstock
used alongside steel
scraptoproducevarious
steelproductsinelectric
arcfurnaces.
Iranreports 61% surge
inaluminum output for
fiscalyeartoMarch
Iranreports 61% surge
inaluminum output for
fiscalyeartoMarch
[ran’saluminum output
last fiscal year was at
nearly 0.447 mln T vs
0.278 mln T in March
2020.

Iran is a leading
producerof DRIinthe
worldasitcamesecond
toIndiain 2019 withan
annual production of
nearly 28 million tons.
Ironmillshadrecorded
a6%increaseinsponge
ironoutputyearonyear
oninlateMarch2019.



ril 22 , 2021, No. 761

ISFAHAN
NEWS

Iran, Slovakia
stress
expansion of
bilateral ties
Deputy Speaker ofthe
Iranian Parliament
Amir-Hossein
Ghazizadeh Hashemi
met and held talks
with the Ambassador
ofthe Slovak Republic
to Tehran Ladislav
Ballek on the
expansion ofbilateral
ties.

During the meeting
that was held on
Tuesday evening,
Ghazizadeh said
that deepening and
strengthening the
friendly relations
between Iran and
the Slovak Republic
in various fields,
especially in the
parliamentaryarena,
has an effective
role in helping to
increase thelevel of
interaction between
the two countriesand
removing obstacles
tothe developmentof
cooperation.

The interactions
between the two
countries in the
fields of economy,
trade and financial
exchangesare ofgreat
importance, headded.
Cooperationbetween
the health and
medical sectors of
the two countriesin
thejointfightagainst
the coronaepidemic,
including action to
provide vaccines and
exchange ofnecessary
experiences in
this regard, has an
important role in
the development of
cooperation between
the two countries, he
said.

The Slovak
Ambassador to
Tehran, for his part,
also stressed the
need to increase
relations between
the two countries’

parliaments.

He added that
parliamentary
interactions  and

communication
b et ween
representatives of
different parts of the
parliamentsofthetwo
countries, including
commissions

China, US presidents tomeeton Thursday

Chinese PresidentXiJinpingisscheduled toattend a climate change summiton Thursdayattheinvitation
of President]oe Biden.Thiswillbe the first meetingbetween the two presidents since Biden’swininthe
USPresidential election.Biden hasinvited dozens of world leaderstojoin the two-day virtual summit
starting on Thursday, after bringing the United States backinto the 2015 Paris Agreementon cutting
global carbon emissions, Reutersreported.Xiwill attend the summitvia video and will deliver an
"important” speech, Hua Chunying, spokeswomanatthe Chinese foreign ministry, saidinastatement
onWednesday.Beijingand Washington have persistently clashed overarange ofissues. In Alaskalast
month, USand Chinese officials held the firsthigh-level in-person talks thatbristled with rancorand
yielded nodiplomaticbreakthroughs.Butthe two countries, the world's two biggest greenhouse gas
emitters, haverediscoveredacommoninterestin battling climate change.Lastweek, US climate envoy
JohnKerrytravelled to Shanghaitomeetwith his Chinese counterpartin thefirsthigh-level visitto China
byaBidenadministration official. Both agreed on concreteactions "inthe 2020s" toreduce emissions.

Presidential elections in Syriaembodyits sovereignty

Significant Progress Made in JCPOA Talks,

Rouhani Says

Presidentoflran Hassan Rouhanisaid there

hasbeenaround %70 progressinthe Vienna

talks forreviving the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA).

In comments at
a meeting with
political activists

%&y’u

ISH‘HAN in Tehran
N E w s on Tuesday,
NEWS Rouhani said

SN e participants

in the latest round the
JCPOA]Joint Commission

meetings in Austria
have made around
70% progress in the

negotiations.
Healsonoted thatifthe US
acts sincerelyin the talks,
thenegotiations will yield
resultsinashortperiod
oftime.

The president
emphasized that the
Iranian negotiators have
completely observed the
guidelines setby Leader
ofthe Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khameneiinthe course of
negotiations.

“We have completely
observed the framework
devised by the

Leader regarding the
negotiations and move

within the selfsame
framework,” he noted,
Press TVreported.
Thetalksbeganin Vienna
on April 6 between
Iran and the remaining
members of the nuclear
deal, namely the UK,
France, Russiaand China
plus Germany.

The USleftthe JCPOAin
2018 and restored the
economic sanctions
that the accord had
lifted. Tehran retaliated
with remedial nuclear
measures thatitisentitled

totakeunderthe JCPOA’s
Paragraph 36.

The currentnegotiations
examine the potential
of revitalization of the
nuclear deal and the US’
likely returntoit.
Ayatollah  Khamenei
has clearly defined the
country’s decisive stance
concerning both the
nuclear accord and the
Viennatalks.

Inline with the Leader’s
advisory, the Islamic
Republic would only
reverse its remedial
measures once all the
sanctions were lifted in

one step and after Iran’s
verification of their
removal.

Ayatollah Khameneihas
alsoruled outthe notion
of Iran taking part in
negotiation for the sake of
negotiation and warned
against the country’s
entanglementin drawn-
outtalks.

Rouhanisaid the country
is not trying to rush its
desired outcome during
the ongoingnegotiations,
but at the same time,
tries to putthe available
opportunity to the best
use.

Salehi: Powercables ok
in Natanz,enrichment
underway

The head of the Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran (AEOI) Ali Akbar
Salehihasannouncedthatthe powercables
have already been connected to the grid
in Natanz nuclearsiteand enrichment
activitiesareunderway there.

According to the spokesman of the
National Security and Foreign Policy
Commission of the [ranian parliament
(Majlis) "Abolfazl Amoui” inameeting of
the National Security and Foreign Policy
Commission ofthe parliamenton Tuesday,
Salehialso explained the damage to the
powertransmission cables of Natanzsite
asaresultofthesabotagebyaRezaKarimi
whowaslateridentified asthe spybehind
thetreason.
He said Salehi stressed thatthe cables
damagedintheaccidentwere speedily
replaced and noted thatthe main power
supply to the Natanz enrichment facility
werenow connected tothe grid.
Amouiadded that Salehi emphasized
thanks to the timely measures taken,
enrichmentin Natanznever stopped,even
whenthemainpower cablewascut.
Salehihad said several centrifuge chains

inNatanzsite.

werereactivated in the sameareawhere
thepowerwasdamaged.
Theparliamentarianalsosaid thatthe AEOI
chiefhad underlined thatenemy'saimed
tostop enrichmentinIranbuttheyfailed,
addingthataccordingtoalaw passed by
thelIranianlawmakers, Iran started 60%
enrichmentto provide for the domestic
needsand provethe country's capabilities
inthisareaaswell.

Salehifurthersaid thatIran's enemies,
includingthe Zionistregime, have made
repeated attempts to sabotage Iran's
nuclear program, many of them through
the efforts of the organization's technical
and security staff but they all were all
detected and foiled.Amouisaid that MPs
presentinthe meeting praised the timely
reaction of the Iranian scientists to the
sabotageactby starting 60% enrichment

OPCW Chief Highlights Iran’s Role in Prohibiting Chemical Weapons

Director-General ofthe Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons (OPCW) Fernando Arias hailed [ran asanimportant
partnerin maintainingthe international prohibition on chemical

weapons.

Ariasheld ameeting with Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister for
Internationaland Legal Affairs Mohsen Baharvand onthe sidelines
ofthe 25th Session of the Conference of the States Parties to the

organization’sactivitiesinaddressing challenges toachievinga
world free of chemical weapons, and shared perspectives onthe
waysof strengtheningcooperationbetweenIranand OPCW.

For his part, Baharvand said, “Universal membership of the
OPCW, fulland effectiveimplementation of the Chemical Weapons
Convention,and the destruction ofall types of chemical weapons
are essential to achieving the goal of a world free of chemical

Theannouncementofthe presidential electionsisa categorical embodiment of Syria’s
sovereignty and anothervictoryadded to therecords ofvictories achieved by itsleadership,
peopleand army, said Mehdi Azizi.“Thisimportantannouncementasserts the firmresolve
ofthe Syrian people and theirleadership to thwartthe enemy’s attempts to subjugate
Syria, justas the destructive war againstithas failed for ten years, and their practices,
their economicpressures and sanctions have also failed,” Director of Foreign News at the
Iranian Mehr News Agency Mehdi Azizisaid in a statementto SANA correspondentin
Tehran.Hestressed thatthe constitutional entitlementsand the elections are alegitimate
and sovereign national rightofthe Syrian people alone, and no party, entity or state has the
rightto interferein them as the will of the Syrian peopleis strongand will notsurrenderto
the desperateattempts thatseektoundermine theirresolve and determination todecide
the future oftheir country.

NEWS

Iran, Pakistantosign MoU to
boostbordertrade

Pakistan’s Foreign Ministry says Tehran
and Islamabad would sign a Memorandum of
Understanding on trade development and
opening more cross-border trade centers.The
announcement comes atapointwhen Pakistani
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshiisona
visitto Tehran. Heis scheduled to meet with the
President, Foreign Minister and Speaker of Iranian
Parliament on Wednesday.The statement said
the MoU onthe developmentofbordertrade and
the establishment of markets onjointborders
will be signed between the Iranian and Pakistani
delegations duringthe visit.

The currentvisitofthe Pakistani Foreign Minister
tolranisconsidered amajorstepinstrengthening
bilateral relations and trade, especially efforts to
maintain peace and stability in the region.Shah
Mahmood Qureshiand members ofthe Pakistani
delegationare scheduled to visittheroyal courtof
Imam AliIbn Musa Al-Reza (AS) in the city of "Holy
Mashhad" tomorrow, Thursday.Simultaneously
thethird cross-bordertrade center between Iran
and Pakistan at Pishin-Mand was alsoinaugurated
afewhoursagoinpresence of senior officials of the
two countries.

Iran RejectsTalks of Attrition
inJCPOA Meetings: Top
Negotiator

Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Seyed Abbas
Araqchiemphasized that Tehran will notallow
anybody tokill the time or turn the latest round
of negotiations heldin Viennatorevive the 2015
nuclear deal into talks of attrition.Speaking to
reporters after conclusion ofa Tuesday meeting
oftheJCPOA Joint Commissionin Vienna, Araqchi
madeitclearthatTehranisnotgoingtoallowthe
negotiations tobecometalks ofattrition.
“Wearetryingtoreach aconclusion onthe setof
measures thatthe USmusttake toliftall sanctions,
verify them, and then Iran will take its respective
measures,” the top Iranian negotiator added.
Although the negotiations are tough, Iran will
notallow anybody tokill the time or protractthe
negotiations, headded, stressingthatIran,however,
would nothold negotiationsinarush.Following
the Tuesday talks, Deputy Secretary-General for
Political Affairs of the European External Action
Service Enrique Moraissued a statement, saying
the participantstookstock of progressmadeinthe
ongoingdiscussionsin Viennaregardingspecific
measures needed interms of sanctionsliftingand
nuclearimplementation for the possible return
ofthe USto the JCPOA and its full and effective
implementation.“TheJoint Commission decided to
createathird expertgroup tostartlookingintothe
possible sequencing of respective measures,” the
statementadded.The JCPOA Joint Commission will
hold another meetingnextweek.

and friendship- Chemical Weapons Convention,in The Hague on Tuesday. weapons.”“We shall make every effortto ensure thatthe horrible with
parliamentary “Iranisanimportantpartnerinmaintainingtheinternational eventwhichmadetheIslamicRepublicofIranthe mainvictim of the Chemical Weapons
groups, play an prohibitiononchemicalweapons. Wemustnotallowthesuffering  chemicalweaponswillnotberepeated. Itisunfortunate thatthe

Conventionaswell as supervising the activities of the
organization’s Technical Secretariat, according to the OPCW
website.Asthe implementing body for the Chemical Weapons
Convention, the OPCW, withits 193 Member States, oversees the
globalendeavorto permanently eliminate chemical weapons.Since
the Convention’sentryintoforcein 1997, itisthe mostsuccessful
disarmamenttreaty eliminatingan entire class of weapons of mass
destruction.

important role in
the development of
bilateral relations
and the promotion
of regional and
international
cooperation.

inflicted by chemical weapons,inIranorinotherpartsoftheglobe,
tobe forgotten orto occuragain,” the director general said in the
bilateral meeting.“Concerted action by all States Parties to the
Conventionis crucial to fully eradicate the use, the threat of use,
andthere-emergence ofthese heinous weapons,” Ariasadded.
Healsobriefed the Iranian deputy foreign minister onthe OPCW’s
progressinimplementingthe Chemical Weapons Convention, the

outbreakofthe Covid-19 pandemichashad a further negative
impactonthevictims of chemical weapons,” the [ranian deputy
ministeradded.

Iranhasbeen anactive member of the OPCW since the Chemical
Weapons Conventionenteredintoforcein1997.Iranisamember of
the Executive Council, the OPCW’s executive organ,whichis charged
with promotingthe effective implementation ofand compliance



Assyrian official calls for high turnout in upcoming presidential

elections

Head of Assyrians Association of Orumiyeh, northwestern Iran, Stanley Simons,on Wednesdayurged
large turnoutinthe upcoming presidential elections, saying participation of peopleinthe elections
backslegitimacy ofthe governing system.Noting thatthe enemies are working hard to display
disenchantmentofthe peoplebynotgoingtothe pollingstations, hesaid thatthe Iranian Government
hasto pave the way for high turnoutof people in the elections.Simons called on the presidential

20000 Rials

candidates notto give promises thatthey willnotbe able to fulfill. People expectthe winner of the

electiontohave plans forenhancementofthe economyand culture and improvementofthe status of
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Irandoesn't
want
JCPOA +:
Rouhani

President Rouhani
said that Iran wants the
implementation of the
same JCPOA, notaword
lessand notaword more,
and it does not want
JCPOA+.“Today, it is
cleartoall parties to the
JCPOA, Europe and the
regional countries that
the fullimplementation
ofthe JCPOA is the only
solutiontoIran’snuclear
issue,” Iranian President
Hasan Rouhani said in
the cabinet session
on  Wednesday.The
implementation of the
word by word of the
textofthe JCPOAis the
demand of the Islamic
Republicoflraninthese
talks, Rouhani stressed,
saying, "The first step
must be taken by the
Americans in terms of
listingall sanctions."

theyoung hesaid. Iran’spresidential elections and the 6thround ofthe city council electionsis slated
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Significant Progress Madein
JCPOA Talks, Rouhani Says

Climate, Not COVIDI19-, Biggest Worry among
Young Europeans: Poll

Young people in Europe worry mostabout climate

change - even in the midst of a pandemic that has

hammered the global economy and turned daily life

upside-down around the world, a poll showed on

Wednesday.

Almosthalfoftherespondentsin the survey of
morethan22,000youngpeoplein 23 European
countries said they considered global warming
amonghumanity'smostserious problems.
Environmental degradation ranked second in
thelistoftop worries with 44 per cent, followed
bythe spread ofinfectious diseasesand poverty
with 36 per centeach. Respondentswere asked
tolistuptothreeissues.

The European Environmental Bureau (EEB), a
network of green groups which commissioned
the survey, said the results suggested young
peoplewere clear-sighted aboutlong-termglobal
challenges.

"Atatime when the worldisinthe throesofa
global pandemicand attendantsocioeconomic
crisis, thisisremarkable," EEBspokesman Khaled
Diabtold the ThomsonReuters Foundationinan
emailed statement.

"This poll confirms that the youth climate
movements, such as Fridays for Future, are
notfringe movementsbutrepresentthe youth
mainstream...Politiciansand policymakers must
listentotheirvoices."

Fridays for Future is a global school strike
movementlaunched by Swedish teen climate
activistGreta Thunberg.

Young climate activists have struggled to

maintain momentum under COVID-19
restrictionsthathave made 2019's high-profile,
millions-strongstreetmarchesimpossible.
While young people have taken on climate
negotiatorroles with real powerin countries
from Costa Ricato the Netherlandsand Sudan,
manyarestillleftoutofotherkeydecisions,such
ashowpandemicrecoveryfundsarebeingspent.
"The pandemichas impaired the visibility of
young Europeans’ calls for climate action, not
their support, nor their validity," said Manon
Dufour ofindependent climate change think-
tankE3G.

The survey conducted largely online by pollster
Ipsosbetween Octoberand Novemberlastyear
found morethaneightin 10 peopleaged 15t035
said theywere fairly, very or extremely worried
aboutclimatechange.

Only 3 percentofintervieweessaid theywerenot
worriedatall, while 8 per centsaid they did not
believein climate change.

Southern Europeanyoungsters were markedly
more concerned than their peers elsewhere
onthe continent, with 71 per cent of Spaniards
and 63 per centof Portuguese saying they were
extremelyworried comparedto 23 per centin
Latvia,accordingtothepoll.

Diabsaid thatwasunsurprisinggiven thatSpain
and Portugal have already experienced forest
fires, cripplingheatwavesandlonger droughts,
whichscientistsexpecttobecomemorefrequent
duetoclimate change.

Lastyear, six Portuguese children and young
adults filed a lawsuit against 33 countries
with the European Court of Human Rights,
claiminggovernmentinactionon climate change
jeopardisestheir future.

Historic Churchin Minneapolis Burns amid Anti-

Racism Protests

Derek Chauvin was found guilty Tuesday onall charges.

As aresult, the former Minneapolis police officer faces

up to 75 yearsin prison, though the sentence could be

significantlyless. Mostexperts predictthe high-end of the

sentence to be closerto 40 years.

Chauvin was found guilty on two counts of

murder—second-degree unintentional murder
andthird-degreemurder.Accordingtosentencing
guidelines, helikely facesatleast 12.5 yearson
those charges since he hasno criminal history.
Butmaximum sentences for each charge differs,
Newsweekreported.

Second-degree murder carries a maximum
sentence of 40 years; third-degree murder
carriesamaximum sentence of 25 years; and
anadditional second-degree manslaughteris
punishablebyupto 10years.Hewould mostlikely
be sentenced to four years for the manslaughter
charge,accordingtostate guidelines.
Inaddition, thejudge hasthe optiontorulethat
the sentencesbe served concurrently, or atthe
same time, meaning thatthelongestsentence
istheactive one, or consecutively. However, itis
unlikely that Chavin willbe sentenced to serve
consecutive sentences.

The statealsosoughtalengthier sentence prior
totheverdict, citingaggravating factors. State
filings showed these factorsincluded Floyd's
deathhappeninginthe presence of children;
Floydbeingtreated with "particular cruelty";and,
asapolice officer; Chauvin "abused his position of

authority”

Sentencingis expected to come in eight weeks.
First,apre-sentencingreportabout Chauvin's
background mustbe produced. Then, Judge
Peter A. Cahill will have to determine if there
were special circumstancesrelated to the crime
thatwouldjustify ahigher sentence than the
prisontermslaid outby Minnesota's sentencing
guidelines.
Chauvin,whowasseenonvideopressinghisknee
toGeorge Floyd'sneck for more thannineminutes
asFloyd pleaded thathe could notbreathe, has
been outon bail since last fall. Following the
reading of the verdict, Judge Cahill revoked
Chauvin'sbail,and he willremainin custody until
sentencing,

Chauvin had the choice ofhaving the juryrule
ontheaggravating factors orlettingJudge Cahill
decide. He gave thatdecisiontothejudgeatthe
end of closing arguments, who will weigh in
onthose factors during the sentencing. After
theverdictwasread, thejudge announced the
sentencingwillhappenineightweeks.

After being outonbail sincelastfall, Chauvin's
bail wasalso revoked today. He will remain in
detentionwhile heawaits sentencing.
Duringthetrial, prosecutorsargued that Chauvin
caused Floyd'sdeathby cutting offhis oxygen with
hisknee. The defenseargued underlyingheart
issuesand drugs found in Floyd's system caused
his death during the arrest. The prosecution
resteditscaseon April 13,and the defenserested
onApril 15.Closingarguments fromattorneys for
bothsidesoccurredearliertoday.

Xitoattend Biden's

Biden has invited dozens of

astatementon Wednesday.

Russiaexpels 20
Czechs after Prague
ordered out 18 Russian
diplomats

Twenty employees of the Czech
embassy in Moscow have been

declared personae non grata
inresponse to the expulsion of

18 Russian diplomats from that
country, the Russian foreign
ministry said on Sunday.

"Czech Ambassador Vitezslav
Pivonkawasinformed thattwenty
employees of the Czech embassy
in Moscow are declared personae
non grata. They are to leave the
territory of our country by the end

ofthedayonApril19,2021,"itsaid.
"Itwas also demanded the Czech
side brings the number oflocally
employed personnel onaparwith
the number of employees of the
similar category in the Russian
embassy in the Czech Republic. A
corresponding note was handed
overtotheambassador."

climate change summit
infirstmeeting of two

leaders

China's PresidentXiJinping will
attend a U.S.-led climate change
summit on Thursday at the
invitation of President]oe Biden,
inthe firstmeetingbetween the
twoleaderssince the advent of
thenew U.S.administration.

world leaders tojoin the two-
day virtual summit starting on
Thursday, after bringing the
United States backintothe 2015
Paris Agreement on cutting
global carbon emissions.

Xi will attend the summit
via video and will deliver an
"important”" speech, Hua
Chunying, spokeswoman at the
Chinese foreign ministry, said in

Beijing and Washington have
persistently clashed over a
range of issues from alleged
humanrightsabusesto China's
economic clout over other
nations.

In Alaskalast month, U.S. and
Chinese officials held the first
high-level in-person talks that
bristled withrancorandyielded
nodiplomaticbreakthroughs.
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