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Iranbuys 60 milliondoses
Sputnik VCOVID-19 vaccine

Iranian Ambassador in Moscow Kazem Jalali said on
Thursday thatIranbought 60 million doses ofthe Sputnik
VCOVID-19vaccine fromRussia.
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Thedosesaresufficientforvaccinationof 30 million people,
Jalalitold IRNA,adding thatthe agreementwas finalized
andsigned throughnegotiationsbetween Iranian Embassy
inMoscowand the Russian DirectInvestmentFund (RDIF),
withsupportoflran’s Ministry of Health.

Hesaid thatthe purchased dosesaretobesenttoIranfrom
MaytoNovember.

Regarding the currentagreement for purchasing two
million doses ofthe vaccine, he said that 520 thousand
doseshave sofarbeensentto Iranand the Russia party
agreedtosendremaindersassoonaspossible.
Iran’sambassador to Russiaalso said thattwo Iranian
companies have signed agreements with Russia forjoint
production ofthe COVID-19vaccineinIran.

Iranian researchers produce
Nano-based thermal coating

Iranianresearchers fromaknowledge-based firm have
successfully produced Nano-based thermalinsulation
and protective coatings products for the firsttimeinIran.
Accordingto the Persian-language website of the Iran
Nanotechnology Innovation Council, Nano-based thermal
insulation coating with excellentadhesion on metal
surfaces prevents energy and heatlosses,and duetoits
verylowheattransfer coefficient,hashigh effectivenessin
thermalinsulationof surfaces.

Thenano-based thermalinsulating coatingworksnotonly
toreduce temperaturesbutalso provides energy savings,
thermalinsulationand personnel protectionallinan easy
spray-onapplication.

NowinIran,aknowledge-based companyhasbeenableto
localize the technology of producingthis type of thermal
insulation coatingand has produced products of this type
forthefirsttime.

Accordingtothereport, currently availablein the Iranian
domesticmarkets therearetraditional insulation types
suchasfiberglass, mineral wool,and polyethylene foams
thathave acompletely different composition base and
thereisno productsimilar to this knowledge-based
company's productin the domesticmarket. Meanwhile,
thisproductisalsonewinthe world andis still being
developed.

Iran, Pakistan keen onboosting

economicties

Consul General of Iranin Pakistan’s northwestern city of
Peshawarsays Tehranand Islamabad are keen toboost
bilateral trade and economic cooperation and making
effortstoopenborder markets with signingof preferential
andfreetradeagreementsbetween the two countries.
AddressingbusinessmenatSarhad Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (SCCI) in Peshawar, Hamid Reza Ghomisaid
thatIranwanted toboostbilateral trade relations with
Pakistanto strengthenregional economy.
Thelraniandiplomatsaid thatdespite Covid-19 pandemic,
thelranian consulatefacilitated the Pakistanibusinessmen
andissuedvisastothemwithinashortspanoftime.
GhomilaudedtheeffortsmadebyPakistaniambassadorin
Iran,sayingheplayedvitalroleinincreasingtrade volume
between thetwo countries.
HeaddedthatIranianambassadorin Pakistanwould soon
visitPeshawartoholdameetingwith the businessmento
knowtheirproblems.

The envoy asked the Peshawar-based businessmen
to cementtrade relations with Mashhad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry to take benefits from each
other’sexperienceandboosttradeactivitiesbetweenthe
countries.

The meeting was also attended by SCCI senior vice
presidentEngineer Manzoor Elahi, Iranian Second Consul
Seyed Ebrahim Dehnadiand other officials of Iranian
Consulatein Peshawar.
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Salesofranian startups and knowledge-

based companiesreached 1.8 quadrillion

rials (7.6$ billion) in the lastIranianyear

(ended March 2020,20), asenior official

with the Vice Presidential Office for Science

and Technology says.

NEWS

SN years, reaching

Esmaeil
Qaderifaradded
that tech firms'
earnings have
beenrising over
the past few

1.2 quadrillion rials
($4.8billion) in the year
ending March 2019 and
1.5 quadrillion rials ($6
billion) in the fiscal2019-
20 from 600 trillion rials
($2.4billion) in the fiscal
2017-18.

Qaderifar noted thatthe
number will continue
to grow in the current
year, Mehr News Agency
reported.

“The growth has been
achieved despite hurdles.
The reimposition of US
sanctions against Iran
in the summer of 2018
and the Covid outbreak
in February 2020 have
beenblessingsindisguise
for the technology
ecosystem,” hesaid.

Tech firms spearheaded
localization efforts while
profiting from extensive
state support and zero
foreign competition.

The official also said
Iran has over 5,700
knowledge-based
companies and 1,300
startups operatingina

widerange offields.
According to
Qaderifar, startups

and tech companies,
primarily engaged

SMS:30007232

in nanotechnology,
biotechnology,

information and
communication
technologies, and
aerospace, are

increasingly gaining a
larger share of Iran's

economy.
“In addition to tech
achievements in
transportation, auto

manufacturing, mining
and steel industries,
a large portion of
medical and laboratory
equipment have been
indigenized, and 98%
of medicines on the
domestic market are
producedinlran,”hesaid.
“Thisis the outcome of
putting faithinthe young,
talented generation. We
expectthe ecosystem to
become a game-changer
inthe domesticeconomy;,
reducing Iran's reliance
onforeignresources.”
Iran has over five million
university students who
areavital elementofthe
country's development
efforts.
Qaderifar
government

the
and

said

private sector should
take advantage of this
opportunity to investin
the young generation to
maximize their potential
and achieve long-term
benefits.”

Share of GDP
Mohammad Sadeq
Khayyatian, an official
with Iran’s National
Innovation Fund,
affiliated to the vice
presidential office,
earlier said the share
of tech firms in Iran’s
GDP has been growing
exponentially and is
projectedtoreach10%in
the comingyears.
“Funding should be
extended toaccelerators
andinnovation centers to
help expand tech units,”
hesaid, calling on officials
and private investors to
boost the contribution
oftech ecosystemin the
country'srevenue.
“Iran’s technology
ecosystem is growing
fastand so will its share
inGDP.Inthe 2000s, there
wereonly 52 knowledge-
based companiesinIran,
which figure today stands

at5,700.Infact, Iran’s first
science and technology
park was launched 10
years ago in Isfahan
Province. Today, 46 tech
parks are operating
nationwide,” he said.
Because of Iran’s
dependence on oil
revenues, the government
did notseek to generate
income from  the
knowledge-based sector
inthe past.

Khayyatian stressed
that the government’s
policies have changed,
such that Iran is
increasingly counting
on the technology
ecosystem for wealth
production and the
state is extending more
supportto knowledge-
based companies.

“The government is
planning to provide
tech firms with tax and
customs exemption,
ease commercial
license issuance, cut
social security fee,
reduce military service
and extend business
empowerment
consultancy,” he said.

Iran bans flights to,

from France

Iran's Civil Aviation Organization says the
country's flights to and from France will
bebanned from Wednesday.
According to Iran's Civil Aviation
Organization, from Wednesday, flights

tothe United Kingdom will be restored.

Also, flights to and from France will be
banned.
Flying from the origin and destination
of countries thatare on thelist of the
coronavirus special conditions is
prohibited, and countries thatare onthe
listofhigh-risk countries arerequired to

retestfor COVID-19inIran.

France, Botswana, Brazil, Czech
Republic, Iraq, Estonia, Ireland,
Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique,

variant.

Slovakia, South Africaand Zambia are
on the list of countries with special
conditions, who have the UK' COVID
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that the

IMF corrects estimate on Iran's foreign

exchange bankreserves
Central BankofI[ranannounced
Thursday
International Monetary Fund
corrected the data on Iran's
foreign exchangebankreserves
and announced thattheamount
is$115billion.Accordingto the
public relations office of the
Central Bank of Iran, after the
CBI announced that the IMF
estimate was wrong, the IMF
sentan official email to the CBI
and expressed sorrow for the
mistake and explained thatthe
previous number was based
onthe usablereserves of Iran

and has corrected the foreign
exchangebankreserves ofIran.
The mistakes of therestofthe
estimations are still standing
and CBIwilltryto correctthem
aswell.OnApril 13, Central Bank
of Iran (CBI) Governor Abdol-
Nasser Hemmatisaid IMF'sdata
onlran'sforeign exchangebank
reserveswaswrong.Therecent
report published by the IMF
onthe foreign exchange bank
reserves of the Central Bank of
[ranisabigmistakearising from
theirincomplete information,
Hemmatiwrote onsocialmedia.
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Iran Oil
Ministryto
Invest$SSOmin

Startups

The 0il Ministry will
invest $80 million
in startups and
knowledge-based firms,
the oilministersaid.
Speaking on the
sidelines of a
ceremony to open
the Oil Innovation
and Research Fundin
Tehran on Tuesday,
Bijan NamdarZanganeh
said: “The Oil Ministry
isdetermined to create
opportunities for
startups so that they
canimprove different
sectors of the energy
industry, especially
manufacturing
pipes, turbines and
compressors,” IRNA
reported.

The fund will support
knowledge-based
companies interested
intheoil-related sector.
“The ministry wants
startupstoproposenew
ideas and innovative
plans to help cut
production costs and
improve productivityin
thekeysector”

The ministry’s R&D
departmentis tasked
with expanding
technological facilities
for the rapidly
expanding startup
companies.
Zanganopenedthefirst
Oil Technology Parkin
Shahr-e-Reyin south
Tehranlastyearthatis
providingresearchers
aid and equipmentto
implementtheirplans.
Iran’s oil industry is
facingmajor challenges
especially since 2018
and after the US
unilaterally withdrew
fromthe 2015 nuclear
dealbetween Iranand
sixworld powers, and
reimposed economic
sanctions, includingon
theoil, tech,bankingand
transportsectors.

The draconian
sanctions have
taken the form of an
economic blockade
and madeitimpossible
for international
companiestocooperate
with Iran. As aresult,
local firmsand startups
have been emerging
to help address the

numerous challenges.
Startups have
already  produced

and indigenized key
catalysts and essential
equipmentand parts

for the petrochemical
and drilling
sectors, Zanganeh
noted.
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Army, IRGC
guarantee
security,
tranquility
in Iran: Top

Commander

Chief of Staff of Iran's
Armed Forces Major
General Mohammad
Bagheri congratulated
Islamic Republicoflran
Army Day, emphasizing
that Army and the
Islamic  Revolution
Guard Corps (IRGC)
are guarantors of
sustainable security and
tranquility of the Islamic

country.
According to the IRGC
website sepahnews.

com, Bagheri issued a
statement on Friday,
saying that the dear
Army supports the
Iranian nation and
its national interests
and that it meets
the country’s needs
concerningnon-military
issues.

Farvardin 29 (April
16) is the Islamic
Republic of Iran Army
Day, so, [ congratulate
commanders and
soldiers of the Army
and their families, the
statementread.
Thelate Founder ofthe
IslamicRevolution Imam
Khomeini emphasized
the supportforthe Army,
who backed the victory
of the revolution and
foiled conspiracies by
anti-revolution forces
such as Marxists and
other groups; so, the
armed forces could
regain their dignity, it
added.

Major General Bagheri
stipulatedinthe message
thatthe Army’s loyalty
and sacrificein different
arenas of defending
theindependence and
territorial integrity of
the countryaswell asits
endeavorin confronting
armed opponents are
inspiring for staff, who
arekeenonservinginthe
organization.

The armed forces’
currentshininginsocial
service amid floods,
earthquakes, COVID-19
pandemicand natural
catastrophesareinline
with their otherservices
and sacrifices, they have
made along with other
armed forces, and that
shows the Army is in
factthe guarantor ofthe
nationandinternational
interests, which can
play a key role in
meeting non-military
requirements of the
Islamic country, the
messageread.

=

Iran's police vow to continue anti-

arrogant powers struggle
Inreactiontotherecent EU sanctionsagainstsome Iranianpolice
commanders, apolice spokesman said thatsuch sanctions will
notundermine Iranian Police's firmresolve to continue the fight
againstUS, EU hostile policies.

Following the inclusion of some of Iran's Law Enforcement
commanders in the list of individuals sanctioned by the
European Union on human rights charges, Brigadier General
MehdiHajian condemned thisillegal and unwise action, calling
itinline with the so-called US strategy of Maximum Pressure
againstlran.

The spokesman said that such an action by the EU against

Iran's Law Enforcementis not something new,adding thatthe
sanctions were aimed atIran'santi-Arrogant Powers inspiring
discourse and a sign of their animosity towards the Iranian
nationand Islamic Establishment.

The police senior commander furtheradded thatthe EU together
with the United States administration wanted to undermine
the security thatthe Iranian nation enjoys inside the country
despite all malicious attempts by Western powers, saying that
the sanctionsare a sign of their disappointment with the firm
resolve of the Iranian nation.

He furthernoted thattheirrepetitive and futile sanctions will
nothave any negative impact on the will of the Iranian people
and [slamic Establishmentin the fight against the hostile

policies of the United States and
the Europeans.

Hajian further vowed that
"resistance will continue," in
line with the guidelines of the
Leaderofthe[slamicRevolution.
The European Union on Monday
added eightIranianindividualsand
three entities toitssanctionslistonthe
pretextofhumanrightsviolations.
In, reaction, Iran suspended its comprehensive
dialogue with the EUand cooperationin theareas of terrorism,
narcotics,and refugees.

negotiations

Iran’s top nuclear negotiator Seyyed Abbas

Araghchisaid on Thursday eveningatthe end

of 18thJointJCPOA CommissionthatIranhas

neithertime forlingering negotiations, noris

willingto do so.
%J/w He Further
iterated that
ISH‘HAN Ir:alme;ieeds to s:e
N E W s inpractice the will
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_ B acceptablerushfor

achievinganagreement.

for a logical and

Today’s sessionlasted about
twohoursanditwasagreedat
theendthatthe (two) working
groups for termination of
sanctionsand nuclear process
willlater this eveningrestart
their work, said Araghchiat
theend ofthe 18th]ointJCPOA
Commission.

The top Iranian nuclear
negotiator said that every
country was agreed thatwe
now need to begin serious
practical workand prepare
a precise list about the
sanctions that the United
Statesmustterminateandthe
actsthatlranneedstodo,and
theresultingagreementthat
needstobesignedassoonas
possible.

Today’s session was quite
challenging and serious.
Thelastweekand thisweek
developments had made
today’s sessionaseriously
challenging oneinwhich the
discussions of both sides
were strongly serious,added
Araghchi.

He said that Iran quite
seriously presenteditsstands;
theNatanzincidenceisnotan
issuetobeeasilyignores; we
expectthe countries onthe
othersideto condemnit,and
thisisaseriousandrighteous

expectation.

“Besides Russia and China
the European countries not
only did notdo so, butalso
in the field of sanctioning
personalities added some
individuals, and this strongly
putunder question the good
will ofthe Europeansforus.”
Hereiterated.

Araghchisaid thattheyneed
to prove their seriousness
innegotiations. “We cannot
reachagood sum-up (ofthe
negotiations) unless the
Europeans will in practice
prove their good will to us,
while we neither have time
forlingering negotiations,
norarewillingtodo so,and
we must see in practice a
logicaland acceptable rush
forachievinganagreement,
since otherwise we see no
reason for continuing the
negotiations.The deputy
foreign minister for political
affairssaidinresponsetoa
question of the extent of
progress in preparing the
listofthe sanctions the need
to be terminated and the
moves that Iran must make,
said: The lists are being
prepared; our stand is that

Araghchi: No time to waste on erosive

the entire sanctions need to

beterminated and thelistthat
isbeing prepared needstobe
quite comprehensive.

“In this regard the work
groupsareadvised toproceed
moreseriously. Every country,
includingthe EU3,areagreed
that we are at a phase in
which there is no need to
general discussions and
we need to finalize thelists,
after which we can continue
talks on the disputes, so
thatthe two sides’ agendas
will be finalized,” he added.
Araghchiwasasked whether
in the field of justification
any new development, or
interpretation ofthetwosides
hasoccurred. He said: There
hasbeennonewdevelopment
inthatfield. Our stands are
stillthesameandweareatthe
phaseinwhichthelistsforthe
USsanctionsthatneedtobe
terminated and the movesthat
Iranneedstomakeneedtobe
identified. Inthe next phase
thejustification tests willbe
defined, thatarein need of
their ownnegotiations.

The Iranian top nuclear
negotiator in response to
a question on how much

he is optimist about reach
that sum-up in this round
of negotiations, said: I[f we
were not hopeful we were
nothere. Everyoneisagreed
thatthisisnotan easy path,
and we hope in this round
of the negotiations we will
reach a sum-up that will be
the perspective of a clear
and certainresolving of the
dispute,and we hopetoreach
itwithinthenextfew days.
“Itisstill too soon tojudge if
we will reach the resolving
phase ornot. Because there
aredifficultiesand hardships
inthisrespect,butweareall
thesame optimist.

In response to a question
whetherhe thinksthe 441G
will issue a communiqué
aboutthe Natanzincidence,
Araghchi said: We strongly
objectedtotheirindifference,
and this was one of our
challenging negotiations.
Of course Russiaand China
adopted good stands, but
the EUasaunionadopteda
stand thatwas way below our
expectations. We seriously
objected to their stand and
todaywevoiced ourobjection
tothem.

NEWS

Top diplomat:
Iranian diplomats only negotiate

over 'national interests'

“Today, we only negotiate to achieve national goals of
thelraniannation” the Iranian top diplomat said and
added, "Negotiating on the previously held nuclear
negotiationsisafailed experience."

Referringtothe firm stance ofthe Leader of the Islamic
Revolution towards nuclear negotiations, Iranian
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifsaidina post
inhisInstagramaccount, “Negotiation isa powerful
and legitimate tool for solving the problemsand move
forward the bestthingsin the future.”

Negotiating on the previously held nuclear
negotiationsisafailed experience, he said, explaining,
“Today, we only negotiate to achieve national goals of
theIranian nation.”

The Leader’s guidelines over avoiding "exhausting
negotiations" has alwaysbeen Iranian diplomats’
agenda, healsostressed.

Iran and the remaining parties to the Iran nuclear
deal (China, Germany, France, Russia, the UK) or the
JCPOAheld ameeting within the framework of the
JCPOA Joint Commission on Thursday afternoon. The
meetinglasted for anhour and a half, according to
mediareports.

Zionists concerned with Iran's

retaliation for Natanz

The former PM ofthe Zionistregime Ehud Olmerthas
expressed concernabouttheretaliatory actof Iran for
the Natanzincident.

While Iranregards the Zionist regime responsible
fortherecentincidentin Natanz, Olmertsaidinan
interviewwith WABCthat, "[amnotsure thatIsrael did
that,and I advise the Iranians to remain calm."
Although Olmertapparently claimed thatthe Zionist
regime was notafraid of the Iranian threatbuthe
expressed concernaboutIran'srevenge.

He called on the Biden administration to provide
security for the [sraeliregime.

[ranannounced thatproperretaliation awaits Zionists
forthe Natanzincident.Natanzincidenttook place
inapartofthe electricity distribution network of
Shahid Ahmadi Roshan facility in Natanz, auranium
enrichmentcenterlocatedinthe city of the same name
inIran’s central province of Isfahan.In hisreaction
totheincidentthatoccurredin Natanz Nuclear Site,
AtomicEnergy Organization of Iran (AEOI) Chief Ali-
Akbar Salehi said thatIranreserves the righttoact
againstperpetrators of the Natanzincident.Iran says
itreservestherightto give the properresponse to the
Zionistregime’sactof sabotage in the nuclear facility
attherighttime andrightplace.

Western powers try to portray bad image of Iran-China coop: Envoy

Certain Western powers, who try to maintain their dominance in
theworld, attemptto “paintabad image of China to frighten the
people of other countries” especially the Iranian people, whose
governmenthas signeda 25-year strategicagreement with the
new big power, Iran’s envoy to Beijing says.

Inaninterview with Global Times on April 15, Mohammad
Keshavarzzadeh noted thatthe Western colonial powers, who
dominate global media, publish false information through
social networks and mass media “in order to prevent friendly
cooperationbetween Iranand China.”

Keshavarzzadeh noted, “When economic cooperation brings
prosperity, well-being, and improves the livelihood of the local
people, this poisonous and unrealistic propaganda of the West
losesitseffectiveness.”

Healsoreferred to the factthatthe Islamic Republicisnotthe only
countryinthe world, whichis suffering from US sanctions,adding
thatindependentstates suchas Chinaand Iran “are determined
topreserve their sovereignty and follow their own destinies to
cooperateinorder toimprove people'slives.”

Asked aboutWestern powers’ criticism on the situation ofhuman
rightsin Chinaand other countries, the UShasbeenbusyinitiating
warsinabout80 countries, takingmore than 800,000 livesand
displacingtens of millions of peoplein Afghanistan, [raqand Syria
amongother countries.

The envoy further pointed to China’s model of governance asa
successful oneinalleviating poverty, achievingeconomicgrowth
and maintaining sustainable developmentthathas “challenged
the stereotype of Western democracy, which the West sought
toprescribeliberal democracy as the only system of successful
governance and forcefullyimposediton other countries.”
“TheIslamicRepublicofIranalsohasitsownmodel ofgovernance,
and in spite of differentkinds of conspiracy, terroristacts, war,
sanctions,and maximum pressure, canstill playasanindependent
regional power,and has brought developmentand prosperity for
thelranian people duringthelast40years,” heargued.
Keshavarzzadehunderlined thatIran's decision-making system
isbased onits own national interestand cannot be affected by
pressures from the West. Chinanow isamajor world playerand
ourofficialshave a consensus to enhance strategiccomprehensive
partnership with China. Iran has an outstanding geographical
positionin West Asiawhich can connect Chinato Europe.

According to the ambassador, “The comprehensive 25-year
cooperation plan between Iran and Chinawas prepared in the
implementation of the joint statement of Chinese President Xi
Jinping,and Iranian President Hassan Rouhani duringXi's official
2016visitto Tehran. Asits title shows, ithas two characteristics:
First,itincludesall differentaspects of cooperation between the
two countries. And the second pointis the period of cooperation

that

is a road map for a

quarter ofacentury.[ranand Chinaare twoancient Asian
civilizations thathave been connected for thousands of years.”
Thegoal oftheplanistodeepenandstrengthen these bilateral ties
anditisnotagainstany third country, he stated. Western powers
try to portray bad image of Iran-China coop: Envoy
Western powers try to portray bad image of Iran-China coop:
Envoy
Beijing, April 16, IRNA - Certain Western powers, who try to
maintain their dominance in the world, attemptto “painta
bad image of China to frighten the people of other countries”
especially the Iranian people, whose governmenthas signed a
25-year strategicagreementwith thenewbigpower, Iran’s envoy
toBeijingsays.



Denmark holds three members of Alahvazieh group accountable for

serving terrorism

The Prosecution service of Denmarkheld three members of Alahvazieh group accountable for financing
and spreading terrorism against Iran.According to sources, these three people were charged with
working with Saudi security servicesin this field.Earlier, Danish Security and Intelligence Service
announced thatithad arrested three members of the group with the charge of espionage for Saudi
Arabia.Intelligence officials of Denmark have said that these people have done espionage acts on
Danish people and companies for Saudi Arabia from 2012 to 2018 in Denmark.German news agency

20000 Rials

haspublished the statementof Borch Andersen, the head of the Danish intelligence, in which is written
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doses Sputnik V multiple injured

Multiple people were
shot at a FedEx facility in
Indianapolislate Thursday,

. and the suspected shooter
Iranlan PeseaPChePS killed himself,a police official

produce Nano-based  said

. Apolice spokeswoman said
thermal coatlng o multiple peoplehadinjuries

consistent with gunshot
wounds, but she did not
whetheranyone died, NBC

COVIDI19-vaccine
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Morning call to prayer:

05:06:02 News repor‘ted.. _

The shooterkilled himself,
Noon calltoprayer: and there was no further
13:02:51 threattothe community,she
Evening call to prayer: said.
19:52:36 Officersrespondedtoreports

of shots fired at the FedEx
centernearthecity'sairport
justafter 11 p.m, shesaid.
Anactive shooterincident
was reported around 11
p-m. local time (3 a.m. on
Friday GMT) inIndianapolis,
Indiana,accordingto WRTYV,
Sputnikalsoreported.

WEATHER

High:27°c
Low:10°%

thatthearrested people gathered information about people residinginside and outside Denmark, as
wellas companies, and gaveitto Saudiintelligence service.

Araghchi: No time to waste on erosive
negotiations

Amnesty International Highlights Concerns

over Saudi Sportswashing

Reports that Saudi crown prince Mohammad Bin Salman

lobbied British Prime Minister Boris Johnson over the

Newcastle takeover "illustrate thatthiswas more thanjusta

commercial transaction within the football world", Amnesty

International has said.

The Daily Mail reported the prince had privately
urged Johnson to reconsider the "wrong
conclusion" reached by the Premier League
overthe £300m deal, and that Johnson then
asked one ofhis top aides to investigate the
matter.

Amnesty International has long seen the
takeoverasan attemptby the Saudi state to
"sportswash"itsreputation afteralonghistory
ofalleged humanrightsabuses.

The human rights group's UK director Kate
Allensaid, "The bid to buy Newcastle was a
blatantexample of Saudi sportswashing, soit's
worrying thatthe prime minister would accede
inany way to pressure from the crown prince
overthedeal.

"Reports that Mohammed Bin Salman made
threatsabout possible damage to UK-Saudi
relations if the deal didn't go ahead only
illustrates that this was always more than just
acommercial transaction within the football
world."

Allen added, "At the time that the crown
prince was putting this pressure on No 10,
the world was still reeling from the fall-out

over Jamal Khashoggi's murder, Saudi human
rights activists like Loujain al-Hathloul were
languishinginjail,and Saudi warplanes were
indiscriminatelybombing Yemen.

"This whole tangled affair only underlines
how thereneeds tobeaproper overhaul of the
Premier League'sowners'and directors' testto
provide proper humanrights scrutiny of whois
trying to buy into the glamour and prestige of
English football."

A UK Government spokesman said the sale
had beena"commercial matter" and thatthe
Government was notinvolved atany pointin
the takeover talks.

The report comes after Johnson this week
ordered a review into the collapse of the
financial firm Greensill Capital amid concern
over former prime minister David Cameron's
lobbyingonits behalf.

"We expect the English Premier League to
reconsider and correctits wrong conclusion,”
the princeissaid to have warned the Prime
Minister.

Inamessage to his private office, Johnson said:
"One for Sir Edward" - areference to Lord Udny-
Lister,whohad notbeenennobled atthe time.
Lord Udny-Lister reportedly told the Prime
Minister, "I'm on the case. [ will investigate."
Lord Udny-Lister told the Mail, "The Saudis
were getting upset. We were notlobbying for
themtobuyitornottobuyit. We wanted (the
Premier League) to be straightforward and say
'yes' or no',don'tleave (the Saudis) dangling."

Iran President: US, Europe’s ReturntoJCPOA

Only Way Forward

Iranian President Hassan Rouhaniurged the USand the

European partiestothe 2015 nuclear deal to fully return

totheaccord, sayingthatin thatcase, Iranwill also return

toits commitments after verification.

“Itdoes not matter to us when the enemy
will return to reason and show humility
before the law, but we are sure that for the
United States and the countries thatare
participantsinthe JCPOA, thereis no way
other than to fully return to (UN Security
Council) Resolution 2231 and the JCPOA.
Ifthey do so, we willimmediately return
to all our own commitments under the
JCPOA after verification,” Rouhani said
on Thursday, referring to the nuclear
agreement by the acronym ofits official
name, the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action.

He also rejected the “concerns” of the
Europeans and the United States about
Iran’srecentdecision to startenriching
uraniumto 60-percent purity, saying the
two sideshave afalse perception of Tehran's
latest remedial step away from the 2015
nucleardeal.

He dismissed claims that Iran’s new
enrichmentlevel could be a step towards
weapons-grade uranium and stressed
theimportance of the diplomatic efforts
underwayin Viennaaimed atreviving the
2015 nuclear deal between Tehran and

Franceneednot
apologise for
Rwandagenocide:
former PM

Former French prime minister
Edouard Balladur has rejected
the recent findings of a historical
commissioninvestigating France's
roleinthe 1994 Rwandan genocide,
sayingthathis country doesnotneed
toapologize.The formerFrenchprime

minister Edouard Balladur made the
comments duringaninterview with
FRANCE 24 and RFI,duringwhichhe
stronglyrejected therecentfindings of
ahistorical commissioninvestigating
France'sroleinthe 1994 Rwandan
genocide,according to which Paris
bears “heavy and overwhelming
responsibilities” in the chain of
events thatled to the slaughter of
ethnic Tutsis.Balladur, who served
asprimeminister between 1993 and
1995, said it was unfair to criticize

France whenthe United Nationsand
other countries failed to intervene
topreventthe massacres."l did my
utmostto ensure that France would
notbeblamed forbeing passive and
indifferent," Balladur claimed, adding
thathe was "full ofadmiration" for
whatFrench peacekeepersdid.The
historical commission set up by
President Emmanuel Macronruled
lastmonth that France reacted too
slowlyinappreciating the extent of
thehorrorthatleftover800,000 dead.

majorworld powers.

“The concerns raised by the US and
Europe ...and the perception thatthe 60%
enrichment means moving towards 90%,
isnottrue; Itiswrongto thinkthatweare
paving the way for the production of atomic
bombs,” headded.

The Iranian chief executive said, “We could
have enriched uranium to 60-percent
before, too.

“Today, we would do 90% enrichment
as well if we chose to. However, we are
determined to keep our promise. We are

notlooking foranuclear bomb,” he said,
inreference to a fatwa (religious decree)
by Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khameneithatbansthe
production, possession and stockpiling of
nuclearweaponsand other WMDs.

The remarks came two days after Iran
announced that it had informed the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
ofaplantostartthe 60-percentenrichment,
under which 1,000 advanced centrifuge
machineswillbeinstalled at Natanz nuclear
site.

The decision followed a suspected Israeli
actofsabotageatthe facility, whichisamong
thesitesbeingmonitored by the IAEAunder
theJCPOA.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, whose
country caused a crisis for the JCPOA by
pulling out of the deal and re-imposing
anti-Iran sanctions, called Tehran’s
announcement “provocative,”’ claiming that
itraised questionsaboutthe seriousness of
Tehran over the Viennatalks.

“We take very seriously its provocative
announcement of an intent to begin
enrichinguraniumat 60 percent,” he said
in Brussels on Wednesday. “I have to tell
you the step calls into question Iran’s
seriousness withregard the nuclear talks,
justasitunderscores the imperative of
returning to mutual compliance with the
JCPOA”

Similarly, Britain, France and Germany
claimed in a statement that Iran’s
decision to enrichat 60 % and activate
advanced centrifuges was atodds with the
Viennatalks.“Iran’s announcements are
particularly regrettable given they come
atatime when all JCPOA participants and
the United States have started substantive
discussions, with the objective of findinga
rapid diplomaticsolutiontorevitalize and
restorethe]JCPOA,” the three countries said.
“Iran’s dangerous recentcommunicationis
contrary to the constructive spiritand good
faith ofthese discussions,” they alleged.
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