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audio chat
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Shariatmadari calls for
exchange of skilled labor
forces with Iraq

Minister of Cooperatives, Labor and Social
Welfare Mohammad Shariatmadariinameeting
with his Iraqi counterpart Adel al-Rikabi
proposed exchangingskillful labor forces with
Iraq.

Iran attachesimportance to stability, security,
territorial integrity, dignity and independence of
Iraganditsregional and international position,
Shariatmadarisaid.

He described cooperation between two
countries in fighting ISIS and saving the
region from Takfiri terrorists as a successful
experience.

The unfair assassination of Lieutenant
General Qasem Soleimani and Abu Mahdi al-
Muhandis was the example of the biggest foreign
interventioninIraqiinternal affairs.
Iraqisanimportantweightin the regional
political and security interactions,and thatthe
commonalitiesand strategicties between the
two countries will guarantee the security and
stability ofthe entire region.

He called for implementing the five-year
documentthroughajointcommittee.

Healso called onthejoint committee to puton
itsagendaorganizingand solving problems of
Iranianlabor forcesinIraqi Kurdistan Region.
Meanwhile, Adel al-Rikabi hailed friendly
relations between two countries, sayingitcan
beapattern for other countries.

He expressed Iraq’s readiness for taking
advantage of Iran’s experiencesin creatingjob
opportunities.

Iraqisreadyto cooperate with Iranregarding
presentingservicesto disabled people.

He welcomed launching prosthesis center by
Iraninlragq.

Iragneeds Iran’s experiencesin the field of
geneticscreening and counseling, as well as
exchanginginformationonhowtoinsure people
workinginthe private sector.

Tehran, Havana poised
to expand coop. in fight
against COVID

Islamic Republic of Iran and Cuba are
determined to expand bilateral cooperation
inthe economicfield and also fight against
coronavirus pandemic.

The General Director of Bilateral Affairsatthe
Foreign Ministry of Cuba Emilio Lozadaand his
counterpartatthe Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
theIslamic Republic of Iran Reza Nazari Ahari
metand held talks in Havana on Sunday to
discussbilateral and multilateralissues.
Duringthe meeting, the two sides emphasized
the need for continuing progress of high-
profile talks, strengtheningbilateral economic
and traderelations and also cooperatingin
issues of mutualinterests such as fightagainst
coronavirus pandemic.

The Cubandiplomatthanked Islamic Republicof
Iranforits supportinlifting sanctionsimposed
by USagainst Cubaaswellascondemning Cuba's
inclusionin thelist of countries sponsoring
terrorism.

Iranand Cuba, two countries which have been
putunder the toughest US sanctions, have
agreed to develop coronavirusvaccine.

For this purpose, Cuba's ‘Finlay’ Vaccine
Institute announced thatithasreached an
agreementwith Pasteur InstituteinIranto test
Soberana-2vaccine.
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Chinese expected toinvest SOSbin
Iran’s mining sector

Head of Mines and Mining Industry

Commission ofIran Chamber of Commerce,
Industry, Mine and Agriculture (ICCIMA)
says the Chinese are interested to have

400%binvestmentin differentsectorsin

Irananditisexpected 80$b tobe invested

intheminingsector.

SpeakingtoILNA,
Bahram Shakouri
expressed his
views on Iran-
N E w s China 25-Year
NEWS Document and
I coom T impactsonthe
mining sector and said
thereare differentviews
onthe Chineseinvestment
intheminingsector.
"some Dbelieve this
agreement will cause
damage for the country
butlbelieve thatforeign
investmentcan help the
country grow and excel,
notingthatiflrancanhave
agood cooperation with
other countriesespecially
withacountrylike China, it
willhelpit."
Hepointed to the scale of
investmentbythe Chinese
intheminingsector, saying
that what is seen in the
documentshowsthatthe
Chineseareinterested to
have $400binvestmentin
differentfieldsinIran of
which $80b will bein the
minesand miningindustry.
Shakourireiterated the
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amountofinvestmentin
Iran’s mines and mining
sectorsince RezaShah has
hardly touched $50b.

He reiterated that even
this small amount of
investmentinthe mining
sectorhasledtocreation
of job, development,
production and exports,
admitting that $80bisa
veryconsiderableamount.
Shakourisaid thisamount
ofinvestmentaswell as
otherinvestmentsinother
fieldslike infrastructures,
transportation,developing
portscanhave very good
results forthe country.He
added that perhaps the
concerns of peopleabout
this agreement is that
those countries which
haveattracted investment
from China have not
been happy and there

are also some concerns
about finalizing these
agreements.

Hereiterated thatifthe
Chinese sign deals with
theprivate sector,thenthe
private sector because of
itsown interest will not
riskandastheresultitwill
meetthenationalinterests.
Shakouri reiterated
that ICCIMA, Majlis and
allbodiesinthe country
are working hard on
the agreement in order
thatitmeetthenational
demands, reiterating that
the contracts should be
a win-win ones as both
the Chinese and Iranians
canbenefitthemand one
cannotexpectonlythetwo
partiesjustbenefits the
agreements.

Respondingtoaquestion
ontheinvestmentofthe

ChineseinIran’s mining
sectortillnow,he said due
tosanctions, foreigners
and even the Chinese
have nothave significant
investmentsinthissector
and due to sanctions they
preferred to buy mining
products and China’s
investmenthasnotbeen
considerable.
Shakourinoted thatthis
documentcanhelp more
capital to enter Iran’s
miningsector,addingthat
Iran hashuge capacities
inthisindustry which has
attractionforinvestment.
He said all should have
positive approach to this
documentbutatthe same
time we should increase
our vigilance that the
agreements are signed
inaway thatboth parties
benefitthem.

Adoptingplanfor
cooperationwill serve
toflourish Iran-Iraq

economies

Adoptingplan for economic cooperation and
jointventure investmenthasbeen considered
asoneofthemostimportantelementsto serve
Iran-Iraqeconomiesto flourish.
Iraqasasignatory to the documents of the
International Labor Organizationis still facing
problemsinterms oflaborrightsand economic
weakness.

The Arab country grapples with 30 percent
povertylevel. Halfof the 40 million population
ofthe countryare workforce, whileitsjobless

ratestandsat2.5 millionpeople.
The outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic and
the decline of oil pricesin 2020 have severely
hit the economy and workforce of Iraq,
causing spread of poverty in the country
with abundance of resources and human
capital.Iraq has started cooperating with
the International Labor Organization since
2019inabid toimprovelaborrightsand meet
requirements oflaborersuntil 2023.Experts
believe thatthevisitbyIran’s Minister of Labor
and Social Welfare Mohammad Shariatmadari
toBaghdad hasbeenmadeinapropertime,
when Iragneedstoutilize Iranian experiences
inupgradingthesituation oflaborersand using
opportunities to promote entrepreneurship.

Iran’s Shariatmadariand Iraq’s Labor and

Social Affairs Minister Adel al-Rikabisigned
adocumentin Baghdad on Sunday to expand
cooperation.Shariatmadari underlined that
the prerequisite to open export marketsin
neighboringcountriesisdevelopment oflabor
collaborations. The exchange of professional
delegationsinthefield of entrepreneurshipas
wellasdevelopmentofcooperationintechnical
trainings canbeapartofpermanentassistances
between Iraqand Iran,accordingto experts.
Ahmad Hamid Al-Alwani, the Iraqi Deputy
Minister of Laborand Social Affairs, told IRNA
that the collaborations between the two
ministriesinclude differentfields ofeconomy,
industryandagriculture.
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The Director of the Public
Relations DepartmentofIran’s
National Flag Carrier (Iran Air)
revealed the resumption of
flightsto Londonasof Thursday,
May 06.With the removal of
coronavirusrestrictionin UK,
domesticflights to London will
be operated on Sundays and
Thursdays everyweek, Hossein
Jahani said.With the planning
madeinthisregard, these flights
willbe carried out from Tehran
to London as of Thursday,
May 06.He went on to say that

Tehran to resume flights to London next
month: Official

flight from Tehran to London
leaves Imam Khomeini Airport
International Airport (IKIA)
at9:20 am (Iranlocal time) on
Sundays and Thursdays every
week and arrives at London
Airportat12:10 pm.Thereturn
flight from London Heathrow
Airport will be operated on
Sundays and Thursdays every
week at 14:10 pm (UK local
time) and arrives at Imam
KhomeiniInternational Airport
(IKIA) at23:40 pm (Tehranlocal
time),Jahaniadded.
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Iranrecords
greatannual
performance
in oil refining,
distributing

While the pastIranian
calendaryear (ended
on March 20) was a
difficulttime for Iran’s
oil sector, which is
the country’s major
source ofincome, some
great performance
was witnessed in
terms of refining and
distribution of oil and
oil products.
Afour-fold rise in the
exports of oil products
during the past
year is also of great
significance as it plays
abigpartinbringing
revenue under the
condition whenIran’s
oilexportisfacingthe
sanctions.

During the pastyear,
National [ranian
0il Refining and
Distribution Company
(NIORDC) carried out
a step-by-step plan
for self-sufficiency
in the production of
oil products, in a way
thatnotonlyIranisno
longer animporter of
gasoline,butmorethan
$1.4billionwasearned
from the export of oil
products, whichisabig
step.

The significant
increase in the
country’s gasoline
production and
exports comes despite
the fact that nearly
two years ago Iran
was an importer of
the strategic product,
shipping in over 4.5
millionliters per day of
gasoline.

Iran became a net
gasoline exporter in
February 2019, after
the inauguration of
the third phase of
the Persian Gulf Star
Refinery (PGS) project
whichadded 120,000
barrelstothe country’s
daily gasoline
production.

Persian Gulf Star
Refinery, in the
southern province
of Hormozgan, is
the first of its kind
designed based on gas
condensate feedstock
received from the
South Pars gas field
which Iranshares with
Qatar in the Persian
Gulf.As the largest
processing facility for
gascondensate in West
Asia, PGSRis planned
toplayabigroletoturn
Iraninto an exporter of
gasoline.



scientistsin this critical situation.

Zarifsaid thatthe political and military officials of the Zionist
regime had explicitly stated that they would notallow progressin
lifting the oppressive sanctions and now they think that they will
achieve their goalbutthe Zionists will be responded to by further
nuclear progress.

Natanz will be made stronger than before using more advanced
machines, henoted, adding thatthey are wrongifthey think that
thiswillweaken Iran's positionintalks."Onthe contrary, thisact
will strengthen Iran's positionin the negotiations."

The negotiating parties should know thatifthey used to face
enrichmentfacilities with first-generation machines, now Natanz
canbe full ofadvanced centrifuges with multiple enrichment

capacities, the minister stressed.
The Zionists wantto take revenge
onthe Iranian people for their
success in way of lifting the
oppressive sanctions, butIran
willnotallow them and will take
revenge for these actions on the
Zionists, Zarifhighlighted.

The spokesman for the Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran (AEOI) Behrouz

Kamalvandisaid on Sunday thatanincident took placeina part
oftheelectricity distribution network of Shahid Ahmadi Roshan
facility in Natanz.

Natanzincident to strengthen Iran's

positionin coming talks

Referring to the Natanzincidentand Zionists' effort to prevent
the progressin the negotiations, the Iranian Foreign Minister said
thatthisactwill strengthenIran's positionin the negotiations.
Mohammad Javad Zarif made the remarks in his meeting with
the members of the [ranian Parliament's National Security and
Foreign Policy Committee on Monday, according to IRNA.

Inthis meeting, Zarif presented acompletereportonlastweek's
talksin Viennaand explained howto follow the country's definite
positionsin these talks.

Referringtoyesterday'sincidentin Natanz, the Foreign Minister
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stressed the need for proper protection of facilities and nuclear

Whyimmediate US return to JCPOA is

TS N

EWS
Iran, Russia ‘t lf)
tosign two VItal. South Koreatryingtorelease
important Iran’sblocked assets
documents Ifthe United States wants to return to the South Korean prime minister here on Sunday
Iran’s Ambassador 2015nuclear deal, the Biden administration expressed Seoul's support for the constructive

to Moscow said on
Monday that Russian

shouldlift 1600 sanctionsimposed on Iran

during the Trump administration, but an

JCPOA negotiations and said his country will
cooperate with Iran and various other countries
tosolve the problem ofreleasing Iran’s monetary

Foreign Minister American official said Washington will
Sergey Lavrovis due to notremove all bans; so, how US President ;S?ets'M_ ister Ch Sve-k ddedin his ioint
pay avisitto Tehran to Joe Biden can comply with the country’s ;;I;lsecog;lesr:r:ce vl\l:tgh I}r,:;l’zgitztviel;relssig)égt
signanaction plan for commitments under the deal, if any E h haneiri that South K I lati
economic cooperation e shaqJahangirithat South Korea-Iranrelations
with Foreign Minister date bac1.< to hun(lirgds ofye..ars ago,butthe .Seoul-
Mohammad Javad Zarif. Teh.ran diplomaticties h.ave]}lstent.eredthelr 60th
Kazem Jalali, Iranian By Seyyed annlve.rsary,z?ndthe.setle.svaﬂlcontmugforlong.
Ambassadorto Moscow, Hos sein Refe.rrmgto his previousvisitof Iranells his country’s
said in an exclusive Mousavian ?arllament speaker,.Sye-kyun pointed out that
interview with IRNA on Around 80 fiays in th.e year 2017 hevisited Iran as South Korea’s
Monday that Russia’s after Bl(-ien Parliament sp(.aaker,.ar.ld todangs he.re. as the
Lavrovwas setto arrive took office, South Koran prime minister and this visitis quite
Iran and the meaningful.
at Tehran on Tuesday 1d o .
to meet Iranian . WOrld POWETS  4rrogantly, whileitwas banned exportofnuclear the roll-back of Iran’s Healso relteratedtha‘.cevgn b.eforethatheused
officials and discuss kicked offtbe first rou-nd working to maintain the fuelfor Tehran Research commitmentsunderthe | © w.orkfor.acommeraal f1rm1nlrap forZ.Oyears
bilateral, regional of negotiationstorevive |j:ted States’ security. Reactor. JCPOA happened and duringwhichhe wasnotonly working with Iran,

and international
issues including the
JPOCA, Syria, Yemen,
Afghanistan and
economicissues.

Jalali said that the
Lavrov’'s  trip s
significant because
it's taking place
after the Supreme
Leader of Revolution
Ayatollah Khamenei
and Russian President
Vladimir Putin recently
exchanged messages,
whichaccordingtohim,
contained important

theJoint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA)
in Vienna, Austria.
Negotiators of the P4+1
group (the UK, France,
Russia, China plus
Germany) evaluated the
talksas positive; however,
the Biden administration
should face numerous
challengesto be able to
revive the deal on time.
Ifthe USdoesnotreturn
tothe JCPOA as soon as
possible, the negotiations
might break down; so,
Iran proceedsits uranium

Three months into
Biden’s presidency, he
has not yet returned to
the JCPOA, because his
administrationis facing
three challenges:

First: Members of his
ownteamare involved in
disagreements. Some of
his foreign policy team
wanta properreturn to
the JCPOA, but others
pursue harsh stance on
theissue.

Second: The Israeli
lobbyists put pressure on
the Biden administration

Following 15 years of
failed nuclear talks with
Europe, the Islamic
Republic decided to
reach self-sufficiency
in producing nuclear
fuel and succeeded in
enriching uranium in
2002.

In2003, Germany, France
and Britain started
nucleartalks with Iran.In
thisjuncture, the United
States’ stance changed
from “zero nuclear
technology” for Iran to
“zero enrichment” due

the Iranian parliament
obliged the governmentto
continue with increasing
uraniumenrichment.

The Supreme Leader of
the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khameneipointed outto
the uranium enrichment
at60 percentlevel, which
could pave the way for the
countrytoreachthelevel
of90 percentenrichment.
The US and Israel have
agreed upon expansion
of cooperation to put
more pressure on Iran. If

butalso with various countriesin the Middle East,
and duringthe 1960s with full trusthe had signed
contracts for many Iranianinfrastructure projects,
such asthosein Khorramshahr, and the Isfahan
Refinery with the Koran firms.

The South Korean prime minister emphasized:
The Korean firms also trusted Iran during the war
and completed their projects,and land I quite well
remember the mutual trust, close cooperationand
friendlytiesbetween Iran and Korea during the past
halfa century continually and even different crises
times, butthey are now faced with challenge.
[wanted to note that my visit of Tehran indicates
South Korea’s will for expansion of ties with a
prospectofthe future bilateral tiesand I believe
from now on our transactions must continue
atahighlevel and this trip must strengthen the

points on Tehran- enrichment pro-gr?alm toavoidjoiningtothedeal. to Tehran’s access to thetrend continues for foundation of bilateral ties, and therefore, today I
Moscow cooperation beyond theJCPOAlimits; 11i.4. The Democrat enriching technology. nextmonths, Tehranwill invited Jahangiri to visit South Korea, said Chung
Highlighting the then, anew crisis would party in Congress have However, the talks showitssteadfastnessand Sye-kyun. o )

challenges from the US comeout. . disputes on returning with three European standagainstpressures; Headded thatthe]cPOAneggtlatlons arebeing
and the West that Russia InJuly 2015, Iran and six tothe JCPOA or keeping states bore no fruit so,itwill passthenuclear pu.rsued constructivelyand it seems as.though
is faced with on its world p(iwers a.gljeed pressureonIran. because of Washington’s breakout point. In the being prepare.d f(.)r development of ties alnd
bordersand through US uponresolvingacrisison ity two decades of disagreement. coming months, when problemresolvingis necessary for the wellbeing

sanctions, the diplomat
said thatIran’shasbeen
suffering from similar
challenges for forty

Iraniannuclear program;
based onthe agreement,
the powers vowed to
lift anti-Iran sanctions
and in return, Tehran

experience on Iran’s
nuclearissue, I believeif
the Biden administration
refusestoreturnthe deal

Then, the world powers
approved sixresolutions
atthe UN Security Council
toimpose vastsanctions

Iran is going to hold
presidential election,
the principlists enjoy
better chance to enter

andadvancementofbothnations.

Todaylhad constructive interactions with Jahangiri
onstrengtheningofbilateral tiesand otherissues of
mutualinterest, said the top Korean official.

yearsand now the two di ) d immediately, theaccord onlran.Tehranexpanded the presidential officein Prime MlmSter Sye-kyun said: Firstofall, the two
countries could share accep-te i nspectionsand ) ga) apartandthenext its nuclear program. PasteurStreetinTehran. countr1e§ decidedto survey the groun.d forthe
acommon perspective rNeoSrffl’Crf)ll(i)fr;i;t(ie(}),r?"rlitc‘ie;};e serious negotiationwill In 2013, the then US If so, the nuclear Foopt;r;ltmn thattheydca}rll cur.rentlygstlnvolv.eg
on regional and NPT). But in M 2015{ happen at a time when Secretary of State John negotiations in new | 12l .at.eron expandtheminaccor ance.WI’F
international issues. ( ). Butin May ) > Tehran speeded up its Kerry claimed Iran has Iranian government the dec.lslons.thattheymallw for cooperat.lonln
He suggested thatIran, formledr Us Pr.eiléient nuclear activities and enoughenricheduranium will be held in different | €3MmPpaignagainst Coror?a virusand the Covid-19,
Russia and China could Donald Trump withdrew surpassed the breakout to build 8 to 10 atomic situation; thus, the US morestrongly and effectively.

play a pivotal role in iif;gi?;g:gggﬁ:gg p(.)int. . bombs. . . may change its polic.y Iran'sta]kstobeexpectedto
creating a sanctions- the Islamic Republic. Giventhenuclearhistory Thus, the new situation oncemoretopursue this takeagreatdeal ()ftlllle; U.S

resistantblockto gather
countries sanctioned
by the US and Europe
together.

Jalalisaid thatIranand
Russia share lots of
commonviewpointson
many issues, including
on Syria, Afghanistan,
YemenaswellasIran’s

Despite the situation,
Iran fully implemented
its obligations under the
dealforanotheryearafter
the US withdrawal from
the JCPOA; then Tehran
reduced its commitments
gradually, with US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken sayinginJanuary

inIran, the US pressures
had reverse reaction
and prompted the
Iranians to expand their
nuclear program. As I
mentioned in my book
“Iranian Nuclear Crisis,
A Memoir,” the United
States pursued the policy
of preventing peaceful

prompted the White
Houseto changeits policy
from “zero enrichment” to
“avoidingIran’s passage
from breakout point.”
Within the framework
of the JCPOA, Iran could
convince the world
powers to accept its
enrichment of uranium

time “zeronuclearbomb”
policy instead of “zero
nuclear breakout point”
anditmaybe forced to give
many concessionsto Iran
toavoid buildingnukes.

Therefore, it would be
better for the Biden
administration to prevent
from such a dangerous

Professor

A U.S Professortold ILNA thatitappears that
Biden and his foreign policy team recognize that
withdrawal from the JCPOA was a mistake and
wouldliketorejoinit.

Speaking in an exclusive interview, Alan W.
Cafruny said thatthe JCPOA was animportant
accomplishment ofthe Obama presidency and
Trump’s withdrawal was one of the worst foreign
policydecisions ofhis presidency.

stance on the JCPOA. 2021 thatitwill take nuclear technology in in r-et.urn for some path, lift all nuclear ) :

Iran and Russia atitwilitakelral 1.ap; therefore, Germany restrictions. sanctions and return Experlence,has shO\{vnthatsa.nctlonsrarglyaltera

have a key role in onlythreﬁor. four mo?ths refused to complete However thereisanew tothe JCPOA as soon as targetstate. sbehav10randthls hgs certainlybeen

the International to reac .1ts nuclear pyshehrnuclear power situation following possible to pave the way the c.asew1thIra.n.Sanctlons.dlcli r.10tprovokea

North-South bfeakout-p().lnt. plant, Francedeclinedto Trump’s withdrawal forlrantofullyimplement “reg,lmec.h.ange"1nT.e.hranors.lgr?lflgantlyredl.lce

Transport Corridor Biden Saldhm September provide Iranwithnuclear fromthedealandthere- itscommitmentsunder Iran prhth.aland mlhtaryactlv.ltlesnllthe Per51.an
2020 that  Trump g .1andthe USitselfalso imposition of sanctions, thedeal. Gulf."Referring that Iran complied faithfully with

(INSTC), according
to the diplomat who
underlined that it is
intheinterestofboth
countries to take
seriousactiontofinalize
the corridor.

throw away the JCPOA

group

Iran berates German Gov for
recognition of MKO terrorist

Secretary of Iran’s High Council for Human
Rights on Monday berated the German
Government for recognition of MKO

terroristgroup.
Through a Twitter post, Ali Bagheri-Kani
reacted Monday to Germany's approach
towards interacting with and officially
recognizingterroristgroup of Mujahedin-
e-Khalq Organization (MKO).
"3-year-old Fatima, burntalivein 1980s,was

one of 1000s victims of Nazi-style massacre
by MKO terroristgroupinIran.
"Toservejustice, Germany should establish
trials as huge as Nuremberg, not granting
MKO impunity!," Bagheri-Kaniwrote.
"[sterroristlaundering Berlin's #human_
rights strategy?"

the provisions of the JCPOA for more thanayear
afterthe United States withdrew, the Henry Bristol
Professor of International Affairs said thatthe
withdrawalisolated the United States from its
Europeanallies whoresented theloss of business
resulting from secondary sanctions and failed to
pressure Tehran fromrefraining from enhancing
ballisticmissile capabilities.




General: Iran Has Most Secure Air Borders in Middle East

The deputy commander ofthe Iranian Air Defense said the country has the mostsecure aerial
frontiersinthe entire Middle Eastregion.General Alireza Elhami said in a military meetingin
Hamedan thatthe Iranian Air Defense units have achieved such capabilities thatIran hasnow the
mostsecureaerialbordersinthe Middle East.He also noted thatthe smartmilitary forces of Iran
haveathorough control overallmovesand measures ofthe enemies even kilometers outside the
borders.The Iranian forces have manufactured homegrownradars usingadvanced modern

technologies which can monitor every hostile move very well, the generaladded.In remarks

20000 Rials

in October 2020, commander of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps Aerospace Force said Iran
is one of the ten bestmanufacturers of military radars in the world.The commander said the
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newradars, manufactured by the IRGC Aerospace Force, are capable of detecting stealth aircraft
withinarange of 350 kilometers and all other targets within a distance ofabove 1,000 km.
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Natanzincidentto NEWS
strengthen Iran's news
o 0 . . Iran
positionincoming =
talks Blinken, Austin
0 headingto
Whyimmediate US dBiPusse!S for
. scussions
returntoJCPOAis
. on Iran,
vital: Afghanistan,
. . Ukraine
Shariatmadari calls
. US Secretary of State and
for exchange of skilled Defence Secretary willhold
labor forces with Iraq discussionsin Brussels this

week on Iran, Afghanistan
o and Ukraine,aUS official said.
US Secretary of State Antony
Blinkenwilljoin US Defence
Secretary Lloyd Austin in

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

05:11:41 Brussels, Reuters reported.
p

Noon call to prayer : Austin was scheduled to

13:03:49 visit Nato headquarters

Il in Belgium on a trip that

Eveningcallto prayer: started on Saturdayandalso

19:49:37 includeslsrael, Germanyand

Britain, the Pentagon said
lastweek.Thetrip coincides
with increasing tension
over Russianactivity near
Ukraine's eastern border,
where Washington says
Moscow hasamassed more
troopsthanatanytimesince
2014.

WEATHER

Thereis linkbetween AstraZeneca vaccine, blood
clotting

the literature, such antibodies have
never been described in the wake of
vaccination before,” Sgrvoll added.

A study by the Oslo University Hospital has indicated
aconnection between AstraZeneca's vaccine against

Chinese expected toinvest SOS$Sbin Iran’s

mining sector

Iran to take revenge on Zionist regime for Natanz

incident

tenure] todestroy theJCPOA."
"US officials repeatedly stated that they will
impose sanctionsin order to exert maximum

The Spokesperson ofthe Iranian foreign ministry assured

on Mon. thatIran will take revenge on the Zionistregime

forthe Natanzincident.

COVID19-and severe blood clots,low platelet counts and

haemorrhaging.

The study is peer-reviewed and was
published Friday in The New England
Journal of Medicine, Ssputnik reported.
Thestudyalsoindicated thatthe vaccine-
induced plateletdeficiencyinblood clots
may be more frequentthan thatfoundin
previous studies examiningits safety.
Within 10 days of vaccination, the Oslo
University Hospital received five, initially
healthy, people with very high levels
of antibodies against platelets, which
isbelieved to be the directreason for
the strongimmuneresponse. Three of
these five are now dead, while two have
fully recovered, chief physician at the
departmentofblood diseases Pal Andre
Holme explained to national broadcaster
NRK.

Four ofthe five patients were women
aged 32 to 54 years. One week
after vaccination, they experienced
headaches, abdominal pain and back
painbeforebecomingseriouslyill, chief
physician Nina Haagenrud Schultzand
the main author ofthe study, explained.
Theresearcherswere unable to find any
common denominators among the five
patients other than the vaccine.
Chiefphysician Ingvild Sgrvoll at the
research group at the University of
Northern Norway compared the side
effects to a known condition when
antibodies are formed againstadrug
called Heparin.

“However, these patients had not
received heparin.Sothenwethoughtthat
itcould be a subgroup ofautoimmune
Heparin-induced thrombocytopenia,”
Sgrvold said.

“We found a sky-high level ofantibodies.
These antibodies burst the scale in
ourlaboratory. And when we look in

Holme described the findings as
“extremely serious”.

“These are fatal side effects, soitcan'tget
anymoreserious.”

However, he didn'tvoice his opinion
on whether the vaccine should best
be keptinthe Norwegianinoculation
programme oravoided.

“I'have greatconfidence thatthe National
Institute of Public Health and the
Norwegian Medicines Agency will make
thoseassessments,” Holme said.
Steinar Madsen, the medical director
atthe Norwegian Medicines Agency,
called the study “veryimportant”, adding
that it provided “a basis for further
research” and will have animpactwhen
Norway decides whetheritwill resume
vaccination with AstraZenecaornot.
This was confirmed by the National
Institute of Public Health (FHI) director
Camilla Stoltenberg, the sister of the
former Norwegian Prime Minister and
present-day NATO Secretary-General.
“Thisstudyisimportantbecauseituses
data found in Norwegian cases of this
rare, possible side effect. Soitgivesa
gooddescription,andisaveryimportant
study in our foundation,” Stoltenberg
said.

The AstraZeneca vaccine has been
deployed against COVID-19 in atleast
115 countries. As of now, European
regulators havereceived reports of over
220 cases of the rare blood-clotting
probleminthe European EconomicArea
and the UK combined. With about 34
millionrecipientsinthose countries, this
yieldsarate ofincidence ofaboutonein
100,000.Still, several of those countries
havelimited the use of the AstraZeneca
shottoolder people or stopped using
italtogether — despite assurance from
medical watchdogs thatits benefits
outweigh the potential risks.

Heblamed the Tel Avivregimeas the main culprit
oftheNatanzincidentand nameditacrimeagainst
humanity.

"The Zionistswantto take revenge onthe Iranian
people,” Saeed Khatibzadeh said in a video
conference.

Addressing Natanzincident, the spokesperson
explained: "[tis too early to commenton the
amountofdamagewehaveseeninNatanz,and the
teamsarestillinvestigating.”

"Butlpromise thatthe damaged facilities in
Nazanzare of the first-generation centrifuges,
whichareverybasiccompared towhatthe Islamic
Republichasnow. Theywillbereplacedbymodern
ones."

"Whathappenedin Natanz cannot make Iran's
advanced indigenousnuclearindustryretreat
nor canitbe effectiveinremovingthe oppressive
sanctionsagainsttheIranianpeople.”
Regarding the amount of damage, he said:
"Basically,the Natanzincidenthappened dueto
afailureintheelectrical system. The amount of
damage mustbe determined according to the
testing ofall centrifuges; But for every centrifuge
thatfails, thereisamoreadvanced onetoreplace
it."

RussianFM dueinTehran
Answeringaquestionaboutthe Russian Foreign
Minister'svisitto Tehran, hesaid: "During Sergei
Lavrov'svisitto Tehran, he will hold numerous
meetingswith Iranian officials."

"According to the held talks, the 10-year
comprehensive cooperationagreementbetween
Iranand Russia, whichhasbeenrecently expired,
willbeextended,"headded.
OngoingtalksinVienna
Inresponsetoaquestionaboutthe Viennatalks, he
said: "Negotiationsonlyrevolvearound removal of
USsanctions."

EmphasizingthatIran's policy regarding the
return of the United States toits commitmentsis
clear;hesaid: "The United Stateshasmade every
effortin the pastfouryears [during Trump's

pressureagainstiran,"headded.
Abouttheissue that The definition of Iran and
the United States seems to differin the extent of
sanctions for thereturn of Iran and the United
Statestotheirobligations,Khatibzadeh said: "We
madeitclearthatthe situation mustreturnto
January 2017.Iranhasnothingtodowithinternal
issuesand policies ofthe US."

"The United Stateshasanumberofresponsibilities
under Resolution 2231.Paragraph 29 ofthe JCPOA
clarifiesall US commitments. It states that the
United Statesshouldrefrain fromanyactionaimed
atnormalizingIran'stradeandrelations. Allthe
unitsandindividualsthatweresanctioned during
the Trump eraare subjecttothe sameanti-JCPOA
sanctions. Thereisno difference forusand they
areallpartofthemaximumandillegal USpressure
againstlran.”

Aboutlran'sverifications, he said: "Timeis not
ripetotalkaboutthatbutverificationswillnotbe
adifficultjob.Manyoftheseissues canbeverified
ifthe United Statesreallywantstogetbackontrack
and doeverythingbeforeitannouncesit. Wehave
anumber ofinterrelated issues thatneed tobe
addressed effectivelyand practically,noton paper."
SouthKorean PMvisitto Tehran

Answeringa question aboutthe South Korean
PM'svisitto Tehran,He explained: "One ofthemost
importantissuesistherelease ofIran's foreign
assetsin South Korea,and thisissueisrelated to
South Koreaand hasnothingto do with the US
extraterritorial sanctions.”

Lamenting that Tehran-Seoul ties have been
damaged duetolackofrequiredactions,headded:
"Of course, some solutions have been discussed
and we have towaitand see which oneswillbe
implemented,atwhatleveland towhatextent.”
Onlran-Iraqties

Regardingthe strategiesand steps taken by the
Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs toincrease
trade activities with Iraqi Kurdistan, he said:
"Iran-Iraqrelationsareamulti-layered, popular
and strategic relationship, and therefore very
good consultations between the two sidesare
underwayonallsectors."
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