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NEWS

North-South corridor
substitute for Suez
Canal, Iran says

Iran's Ambassador to Russia said that the
establishmentofthe north-south corridor
was asuitable substitute for Suez Canal.
Inaninterview with the Russian Newspaper
Vedomosti, Kazem Jalali said creating a
north-south corridor could replace the Suez
Canalmore cheaply andreliably and ensure
asmooth exchange ofgoods between Europe
and the Far East.

"The Islamic Republic of Iran, in the
framework of a specific and purposeful
program, has seriously developed
infrastructure and launched construction
operations in recent decades and has
achieved greatachievementsin this field,"
Jalaliadded.

Accordingto him,aswithin the framework of
establishing the very corridor, the formation
oftechnical and specialized committees
to fully identify the current situation and
infrastructural bottlenecks, and remove
hardware and software barriers,amongall
other obstacles, would be very effective.

CBI toallocate 50%
ofbank deposits in free

[ [
zones to production units
Central BankofIran (CBI) hasagreed toaplan
forallocating 50 percentofthe bank deposits
ofthe country’s free zones to the production
units based inthese zones, an official with
Iran’s Free Zones High Council announced.
“The centralbankhasagreed toallocate 50
percentofthe bankdepositsineachzoneto
meetthe financial needs of the production
units in that zone, which would provide
some ofthe supportneeded to finance the
economicactivities ofthe mentioned units,”
IRIB quoted Ahmad Jamalias saying.
AccordingtoJamali, the mentioned decision
hasbeenmadeinorderto pave the way for the
realization ofthe currentyear’s motto which
is “Production: Supportand the Elimination
of Obstacles.”

Referring to some ofthe problems thatthe
production unitsin free zones are currently
facing, Jamali said: "The main concern of
production units in these zones are related
toorderregistration, customs, financing,
issuing establishment and operating
licenses."

“Based on the agreements we had with the
Ministry of Industry, Mining and Trade, the
Central Bank of Iran, the Islamic Republic of
Iran Customs Administration (IRICA) and the
Ministry of Economic Affairs, their problems
and concerns should beresolved in near
future,” the official added.

He further stressed that the Secretariat of
the Iranian Free Zones High Council’s new
approachisto focus onsolvingthe problems
ofthe private sector.

Accordingto the official, the Free Zones High
Council has started monitoring the country’s
free zones to detect possible problems and
issuesinthe way of materializing the year’s
mottoinordertoeliminate them.

The official also underlined some of the
concerns ofthe investorsin the country’s
free zones and noted that the council
is communicating with the pertaining
organizations and government bodiesin
ordertoaddresssuch concerns.
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Iran-China agreementindicates shift
of powerfrom Westto East

The Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
between People’s Republicof Chinaand the
IslamicRepublicofIranisconsideredasa

shiftof power fromthe Westtothe Eastand

asignofAsia’srise.

Head oftheIranian
Geopolitical
Association Hadi
N E w s Azamitold [RNAon
Saturday that China
NEWS hasstartedrivalries
m— inrecent decades,
which canplayagoodrolein
promotingmultilateralismin
thegeopolitical systemthatis
dominatingthe world.
The professor of geopolitics
at Ferdowsi University in
Mashhad, Khorasan Razavi
province, noted that China
put forward a geopolitical
perspective in 2013 and
based onthe approach, the
country willbe connected to
the Middle East, Europeand
Africa,and thatthe new Silk
Road projectinvolvesaround
67 countries.
Beijinggivesagreatamount
ofloanstodifferentcountries,
he said, warning that the
repayment may be hard
for them and make them
dependenton China.
However, he noted, China
unlike the West pursues a
differentkind of globalization,
whichmakes many countries
dependent on the super-
project knowingly or
unknowingly.
Now that the Chinese urge

%’»’éw
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Irantoplayaroleinthe One
Belt One Road project, the
[ranian Government should
use the strategic situation
of the Islamic country
intelligently and gain good
concessions, the academic
said,addingthat Chinawants
tosecureitsowninterests, but
[ranand other states canuse
the opportunity to pursuea
win-winbalance.

Given the fact thatIran has
beenunderUSpressuretobe
isolated, the Iran-China 25-
year Cooperation Program
seemstobeaproperleverage
to help the Islamic Republic
getrid of sanctions, heargued.
Azamialsonotedthat Tehran
should resort to a kind of
rivalryatinternationalarena
inordertoturnlranintothe
center of globalinteractions;
therefore,itneeds to avoid
puttingalleggsin onebasket.
The shiftof power from the
Westto the Eastorin other

,,;’i;, [ /4

word, turning the world
into an Asia-centered one,
isobvious; so, the European
statesare concernedthatthey
mightlagbehindespeciallyin
energy,tourism,dam-building
and othereconomicsectors,
hesaid.

The Iran-Chinaagreement
can help strengthen the
Chinese hegemony; thus, the
cooperation seemsto bein
contradictiontotheinterests
oftheUSand Europe, because
theyknowthedeal canbolster
[ran’sgeopolitical powerand
help the Islamic country to
playamoreactiveroleinthe
region,headded.

Mehrdad Veiskarami,
representative of the people
ofKhorramabad and Chegni
in Iranian parliament,
underlined thatthe USwants
to preventall countries from
havingindependence;so, the
Islamic Republicshould find
awaytododgethehegemony

and the cooperation with
China, whichis considereda
world economicpower,isan
appropriate way to pursue
suchagoal.Veiskaramialso
emphasized that Iran will
follow up its policies when
itcomestobilateral tiesand
maintainingindependence,
adding that rumors on
handing over some parts of
Iranto Chinaare completely
baseless.The 25-year
agreement with China has
prompted the European
statesto expressreadiness
to sign a memorandum of
understanding with Iran to
expand mutualeconomicand
tradeties, hestipulated.

The Iran-China 25-year
Cooperation Program is a
strategicdocumenttoprepare
the ground for utilizing
capacities of both countries
inabid toboostlong-term
cooperationineconomicand
culturalareas.

Sanctions, coronavirus
pandemicnot to hinder
Iran’s development
projects

The spokesman ofthe Economic Committee of
the Iranian parliament (Majlis) said thatthe U.S.
sanctionsand the coronavirus pandemiccould
notstop the country’s developmentprojects.

“Despite the country's conflict with the
mostsevere sanctions and the coronavirus
crisis, although development projects were
hampered, theirimplementation not only

did not stop, butimportant projects were
inaugurated”, Mehdi Toghianinoted.
Referring to the U.S. sanctions against the
countryand the enemy's attempt to cripple
Iranian economy, he said, "The campaign of
maximum pressureand sanctions againstour
country caused many problemsinside Iran, but
theenemy'sgoalswerenotachieved.”
“Itistruethatwe experienced arelatively severe
inflation; inflation thatis unprecedented in
thelast 20 years, but we did not experience
hyperinflation. It means that the country's
economy was able to regulate itself”, the
spokesman ofthe Economic Committee further

stated.

“Our unemployment has risen, but those

headded.

surprising numbers, which exist evenin the
European countries thathave no economic
pressure,have notbeen experiencedinIran”,

The U.S.sanctions have targeted Iran’s all
aspects ofeconomy and industry, but the “self-
reliance” approach that the Islamic Republic
has taken to nullify the sanctions has proved
thatnothing canimpede [ran from progress.
Sincethe U.S.re-imposition ofthe sanctions, the
self-reliance strategy of Iran hasbeen followed
upbyallstate-runand private bodies.
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Mineral Exports Earn $6.6 Billion

Iran’s export of mineral
products during the first
11 months oflast fiscal year
(March 20-Feb. 18) reached
48.8 million tons worth $6.62
billion, latestdatareleased by
theIranian Minesand Mining
Industries Developmentand
Renovation Organization
show.This marked a 24%
and 18% decline in total
volume and value year-on-
year, respectively. According
tothenewreportreleased
by IMIDRO, steel topped the
list of exports in terms of
value with $3.5 billion and

was followed by copper with
$848 million and cement
with $684.46 million.In
terms of tonnage, cement
had the largest share with
21.5million tons, followed by
steel with 8.55 million tons.
According to IMIDRO’s data,
alumina powder exports saw
the biggestjump in terms of
value (327% YOY) toreach
$1.65 million, followed by
aluminum products with
$271.8 million (up 143%
YOY) and ferromolybdenum
with $13.2 million (up 34%
YOY).
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Valueof
11-month
exportto

Afghanistan
hits $2b

The value of Iran’s
exportto Afghanistan
reached $2 billion
duringtheperiod from
March 20,2020 until
February 18, 2021,
the data released by
the Islamic Republic
of Iran Customs
Administration (IRICA)
shows.

This amount of
exportsindicates the
high potential of the
neighboring countries’
markets forimporting
[ranian products.
Back in January, the
director general of the
Asia-Pacific Office of
Iran’s Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO)
had said that a
preferential trade
agreement with
Afghanistanwas going
tobesignedinthenear
future.

Speakingin the fourth
meeting of Khorasan
Razavi-Herat Joint
Trade Committee
in Mashhad, Reza
Seyed-Aqazadeh
said: “Necessary
coordination  has
been made with the
Ministry of Commerce
of Afghanistan.”
Hementioned previous
tariff —agreements
between the two
countries and said:
“Previously;in2015,the
tariffsfortheimports of
five commodity items
from  Afghanistan
includingtheimportsof
sesame werereduced;
the tariffs on sesame
importswerereduced
from 10 percentto five
percent.”
Accordingtotheofficial,
balancinginternational
trade, especially with
Afghanistanisone of
themajor strategies of
Iranin foreign trade,
and TPO’s goal is to
establish a balanced
tradebetween the two
countries.

Special  strategies
have beenadopted by
the Trade Promotion
Organization for
balancing trade with
Afghanistan and for
resolving problems
in this field, he said,
addingthattheissues
anddemandsof Afghan
businessmen will also
bereviewedinaspecial
working group in this
organizationtotakethe
necessary measures
andresolvetheirissues.



9 o o Iran’s Centrifuces. Enriched “The number of our centrifuges and theamountofenriched Iran and the remaining
(7 ,g > . (nuclear) material areincreasing rapidly,” he underlined. parties to the 2015 nuclear
J ' Nuclear Material RlSlng: The onethatwouldlose amidafurtherdelayintheremovalof deal concluded a four-day
4 Spokesman thesanctionsisnotlran,butsuchadelay willbedetrimental meetingofthe JCPOA Joint
AHAN The number of Iran’s centrifuge machines and amount of to the Western parties, the spokesman warned. Commission in Vienna on
nuclear material enriched in the countryare growingrapidly, Iran continues to make progressinthe nuclearindustry, Friday to weigh plansforthe
the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran’s spokesman said, maintainsthatthe sanctions mustbelifted, and wouldnot returnofthe UStotheaccord
warningthe Westthatitwould bearthebruntofconsequences ~ trustwordsand slogans this time, Kamalvandistressed. after the full termination of the
ofany further delayinlifting the sanctions. Onthelatestround ofthe JCPOAJoint CommissioninVienna, Americansanctionson Tehran.
In comments broadcastvia his Instagram account on Friday the spokesmanssaid Iran has madeitclearthatitwillnottake Officials from Iran, China, Russia,
night, Behrouz Kamalvandi said the Western parties willbe ~ any actionaslongasthesanctionsarenotliftedinaverifiable France, Germany and the UK are going to
the “bigloser” in case of a further delay in the terminationof ~manner.Iran has put forward the list of its demandsand continue talks nextweek after whatthe EU called
around 1,600 sanctions that mustbe terminated, he noted. “constructive exchanges” this week.
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Impossible to trust US after-4yrs economic

NEWS

Greece Pays W = I
High Price ar agalnSt ran Removal of all US sanctions,
for Europe’s Iran’s cleardemand: Top
Economic Iran's Foreign Ministry Spokesman Saeed General

. . Khatibzadeh said that it is impossible for Chiefof Staff of the Iranian Armed Forces says the
Sanc?mns against Tehran to trustWashingtonafter fouryears of country’s clear demand is the complete removal ofall
Russia relentless economic war againstthe Iranian theillegal sanctions.
Europe’s  economic people. Addressing the 25th National Conference of Iranian

sanctionsagainst Russia
cost dearly to Greece,
whose exportsfell sharply
when those measures
were introduced, the
Greekfirstdeputy foreign
minister, Miltiadis
Varvitsiotis, was quoted
assayingbythe ministry’s
pressservice.

During a meeting with
Ukraine’sambassadorto
Greece, Sergei Shutenko,
"Varvitsiotis pointed
outthatour country had
to pay huge economic
priceinterms of exports
to Russia, as a result
of European sanctions
againstRussia," the press
service said.

The Greek diplomatalso
stressed thathis country
"supports the Minsk
process of Ukrainian
reconciliation," adding
that all international
issues should be solved
through dialogue and
in accordance with the
international law.
President ofthe Hellenic-
Russian Chamber of
Commerce Pantelis
Skarlatos told TASS
in late March that the
European Union’s anti-
Russian sanctions and
Moscow’s retaliatory
embargo seriously
harmed the economies
ofthe EU and Russiaand
mustbe cancelledassoon
aspossible. Accordingto
Skarlatos, the EU-Russia
trade turnover, which
stoodat$417.66billionin
2013, shrankto $277.79

billionin2019.
In his words, Greek
farmers sustained

seriouslossesafter Russia
closedits market for EU
agricultural products.
"Letmeremind you that
thelastfull year of exports
to Russia was 2013. At
thattime, exports of Greek
fruits and vegetables to

"The process in
Vienna is on the
righttrack,and the
P4 + 1 has taken
positive steps in

NEWS the Vienna talks,

and the Vienna
talks have shown that
progress is possible, said
Khatbizadehinaninterview
with CNN.
"The positive move created
by the P4 + 1inthe Vienna
talks canbe sustained ifthe
United States is ready to
fulfilits obligations under
Resolution2231,"headded.
Emphasizing the need for
the Biden administration to
distanceitselffrom Trump's
failed policies againstIran,
the spokesman said, "It
seems that members of the
current US administration
are much more committed
to Trump-era sanctions
[against Iran] than to the
Obamanucleardeal.”
"I'think Biden has to make
a political decision about
whether he intends to
jeopardize the nuclear
deal with Trump's failed
sanctions policy, or whether
he wants to distance himself
from those failed policies,"
Khatibzadeh noted.
Iran's position quite clear,
allillegal US sanctions must
belifted
He went on to reiterate
Iran's position on the
JCPOA, "Iran has always
had a clear position on the
JCPOA. Serious negotiations
took place between Iran
andtheP5+ 1 [toreachthe
JCPOA]. After the JCPOA
was signed and sealed,
we implemented this
agreementand since then
we have alwaysmadeitclear
that everyone must abide

by their obligations. Iran,
even after the withdrawal
of the United States from
theJCPOA, wasin good faith
and fully committed to its
commitments."

"We have made it clear that
all sanctions thathave been
illegally imposed on Iran,
re-imposed and re-labeled
must be lifted at once, and
Iran must approve the
lifting of sanctions," he
highlighted. "Thisisavery
clear position of Iran, and
notonlyisitlogical, butitis
aworkable path for the full
return ofthe United States to
itscommitments."

"The United States has
broken the deal and it has
to fixit. They know what to
dotorepairthisagreement.
After fouryearsofrelentless
economic war by the United
States against the Iranian
people, itisimpossible for
Iran to trust the United
States," the spokesman said.

Khatibzadeh then
stressed that it is Biden's
administration that must
change Trump's wrong path
toward Iran. "It'slogically up
tothe Biden administration
to show everyone that
it intends to reverse the
course that Trump has taken
[againstIran]. Remember
thatafter the signing of the
JCPOAin 2015, Iran was the
first party to implement

confirmed after several fact-
findingmissionsin 2016 that
the United States had lifted
sanctionsagainstIran, which
did nothappen even under
Obama. But this time, the
United States has to show to
everyone, notjuston paper,
that it intends to reverse
Trump's course and that it
intends to implement the
JCPOA fully and faithfully."
"[ran has paved the way for
maintaining the JCPOA, and
the United States knows
exactly what stepsIran has
taken to preserve the deal.
The United States hasto first
lift all sanctions [against
Iran] verifiably, and Iranis
ready, based onitsown trials,
tonotonly haltits remedial
measures takeninresponse
toUSsanctionsbuttoreverse
them. Allthe measures taken
byIranisactuallyreversible,"
hestressed.

Noneed fordirect talks with
Us

"There were no direct or
indirect talksin Vienna or
anywhere else between
Iran and the United States
becausethereisnoneed for
newtalksaswenegotiated in
full detail aboutthe JCPOA,"
Khatibzadeh said regarding
some speculations about
the possibility of direct talks
between Iranand the United
States," Khatibzadehnoted.

whichhas many civilian usesincluding in medicalimaging.

are currently doing in the
framework ofthe JCPOAJoint
Commissionistosetouta
complete list of sanctions
thatthe United States should
lift. The P4 + 1 has channels
to talk to the United States
tosee whattheyareactually
thinking. The United States
should get that we can
verify the fulfilment of its
obligations. If the United
States getback to the deal
and ontheJCPOA table, then
the talks will continue. But
until then, there would be
no direct or indirect talks
between the United States
and Iran," he stressed.
[rannotto compromise onits
national securityissues

"No country on earth is
willing to compromise onits
national securityissues,and
themissileissueisadefense
issue,and nooneiswillingto
talkaboutit," the spokesman
said.

"If our neighborsare willing
to talk about the millions
of dollars they spend on US
military equipment coming
to our region, and if the
United Statesisready to stop
selling military equipment
to the region, and if the
othersidesareready totalk
aboutthoseissues,itwill be
determined over time and
we have to wait to see what
happens,"headded.

Police Commanders on Saturday, Major General
Mohammad Hossein Bagherireferred to the ongoing
developmentsregardingthe nuclear deal, saying that
the strategicpolicy of the country,asinstructed by the
Leader oftheIslamicRevolution,is simply the complete
lifting of all sanctions againstthe Islamic Republic.
"Ifthesesanctionsarelifted and verified in practice, Iran
willreturn to nuclear commitments, asithas always
beentruetoits promises,"thetop commander said.
Major General Bagheri pointed to the so-called
maximum pressure policy campaign, which was
launched by the former US President Donald Trump
againstIran,andsaid, “The enemywhotried tothreaten
Iran so much, left the scene with disgrace and was
overthrownasanother governmentcameto power.”
“However, the new [US] government thathas come to
power hasalso failed to fulfill its responsibilities; ithas
broughtnothingbutpromiseand deception.”
Thelranian general reiterated thatthe effortsby the US
to continue the same policies againstIran willbear no
fruit, stressing that Tehran’s firm demand is to remove
alltheillegal sanctions.

Armed Forcesreadyto confront
enemies’threats: IRGC emdr.

Chief commander of the Islamic Revolutionary Guards
Corps (IRGC) said thatthe Armed Forces of the Islamic
Republicoflranisready to counter threats waged by
enemies againstthe country withitsutmost power.
Inamessage onthe occasion ofthe commemoration of
martyrdomanniversary of Brigadier General Ali Sayyad
Shirazi,Major General Hossein Salami emphasized the
unity,amity, integrity and all-outreadiness ofthe Armed
Forcesto counter threats and conspiracies waged by
enemiesagainstIran.

Hepointed tothe courage and bravery of martyr Sayyad
Shiraziand stated thatthe martyrisasymbol ofhonor
andzeal for the Islamic Republic of [ranwhose services
andsalientrolesarestillinspiring.

April 10,isreminiscent of martyrdom of the symbol
of Iranian honor and zeal Brigadier General Ali
Sayyad Shirazi, one of the faithful, revolutionary,
heroicandintelligent commanders of the Army of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, who was martyred by hatred
Mojahedin Khalq Organization (MKO) terroristgroup,
themessageisread.

With the elapse of 22 years since martyrdom of
Brigadier General Sayyad Shirazi, his salient services,
outstanding role and professional and military
ideashave made himan eternal and lasting military
commander, Salami highlighted.

On10April 1999, Brigadier General Ali Sayyad Shirazi,
who played aleadingrole in defending the country
againstIraqi-imposed war, was assassinated outside
hishouse while on his way to work.

the country exceeded 160
mln euro.

For example, deliveries
of sweet cherry to Russia
made up 52% of Greece’s
total exports of this fruit.
Russia accounted for
64% of all strawberry
exports,40% ofall Greek
peach exports, and so
on. In certain areas of
the country, the damage
done to farmers as a
result of the embargo
is irreparable, despite
supportmeasures taken
by the EU," Skarlatos said.

Reuters repeat claims on Iran David Albright, a former UN weaponsinspectorand ahawk

Peaceﬁll Nuclear Pl'Og'l'am onIran, claimed the latest breach also raises questions

OnSaturday, Reuters made somebaseless claimsoverlran's  gphout what major powers excluded from the enriched
new measuresatthe Fuel Plate Fabrication Plantat Esfahan, yranium stockpile.

referringtoaUNatomicwatchdogreport. “Lookingback, exempting this near 20% enriched uranium
The International Atomic Energy Agency avoidssayinglran  scrapwas probablynotagoodidea,” he said, explainingwhat
hasbreached the deal. Atthe same time, itgenerally only  scrap meansin this case, “When enriched uranium is made
issues suchad hocreports to member statesinthe event  jnto fuel plates, some does notgetused, somewhatlike batter
ofabreach. Two diplomats told Reuters whatthereport forgcake”
describedamounted toafreshbreach, Reutersclaimedina  Thesecond round ofthe 18th Joint Commission ofthe JCPOA
Saturdayreport. was held in Vienna with the participation of the Deputy

“On7 April 2021, the Agency verified at the Fuel Plate  Foreign Ministers and Political Directors of the Foreign
Fabrication Plantat Esfahan thatIran had dissolved six  Ministers of Iran, Germany, France, Britain, Russia, China, necessary

unirradiated scrap fuel plates forthe TRR (TehranResearch  and Enrique Mora on behalf of Joseph Borrellin order to - _ steptorevive theJCPOA.
Reactor) containing0.43 kg ofuranium enrichedupto20%  evaluate the results of the meetings oftheworkinggroupsin 1 neliftingofallUS sanctionsimposed during the former
U-235,"thereportsaid. the field of sanctions and nuclearissues. presidentisanecessary step torevive the JCPOA, and only
“Auranyl nitrate solution was extracted and convertedinto  pyring the meeting on Friday, Iranian Deputy Foreign afterverifica}tion ofthelifting ofthesesanctions, Iranisready
ammonium uranyl carbonate,” thereportsaid,addingthat  Minister for Political Affairs Seyed Abbas Araghchisaid  t° S IS ED T 7 R TITE and returnto full
Iranaimed to process thatfurthertoproduce molybdenum,  thatliftingall US sanctions imposed in the Trump erais a implementation ofthe JCPOA," he highlighted.




US must take practical stepinreviving JCPOA: MP

Chairman of Foreign Relations Committee of Iranian Parliament’s National Security
and Foreign Policy Commission said that the United States should take practical and
more decisive stepsinreviving Iran’s nuclear deal, JCPOA.Speaking in an interview with
Mehr News Agency on Sat., Abbas Golroo pointed to the Iranian Parliament’s Strategic
Counteractive Plan for Lifting Sanction and stated thatafter the approval oflaw, Iran’s task
with the United States and Europe was clarified in the field of nuclearissuesand JCPOA

20000 Rials

precisely.Regarding the United States, the taskis crystal clear, he said, adding, “The

Americansviolated a multilateral international treaty and withdrew from Iran’s nuclear
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dealin May 2018 unilaterally, so thatthey (US) mustreturn to JCPOA unconditionally and
live up to their commitments asa]CPOA member fully.
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Enriched Nuclear TS
Material Rising:
Spokesman Iran

@ proposes
North-South corridor logical

substitute for Suez
Canal, Iran says

pathtofull
JCPOA

compliance:
O Zarif

Iran-China rani o
ranian Foreign Minister
agreementindicates  Mohammad]avad Zarif
shift ofpower from pointed to the 18th Joint
Commission oftheJCPOA
Westto East o whichwasheldin Vienna,

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

sayingthatIranproposes
logical path to full JCPOA
compliance.

05:14:33 Zarifwrote on his official
Noon call to prayer : Twitter account, “Iran

proposeslogical path to
13:04:20

Evening call to prayer:

19:48:08

WEATHER

fullJCPOA compliance:
-US—which caused this
crisis—should return to
fullcompliancefirst

-Iran will reciprocate
following rapid
verification

-All Trumpsanctionswere
anti-JCPOA and mustbe
removed—without
distinction  between
arbitrarydesignations”.

Impossible to trust US after-4yrs economic
war against Iran

Diplomacy useful for Iran’s economy

Since day one that former US president Donald Trump left

office, optimism on international cooperation grew up,

because Trump was the symbol ofracismin economicarena,

who stood up to international cooperation in the global

community.

Alookatinternational disputesin Trump’sera
shows thattherelationsamongall nations with
the United States marred by tensionand crises.
So, theworld without Trump seems safer and is
moving towards convergence and interaction.
[tisnatural thatthe post-Trump world provides
allnations withan opportunitytoincrease trade
and business. Theissueisnotonly correct for
Iran, because there are signs that show other
countriesare seekingtore-establish theirtrade
and economictiesinregional and international
levels.

There is no more concern about the
consequences of having bilateral and
multilateral negotiations. The recent
Joint Commission meeting of the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) isanew
example of suchaconvergence, which showsthe
signatories to the deal are trying to find ways to
remove sanction policy and expand economic
cooperation.

There is no doubt that the US has imposed
cruel sanctions on the [ranian nation during
the four-year tenure of Donald Trump and that
Washington deprived the nation from selling
oil and earning money. However, the most
importantissueisthathowthe Iranians could
maintain their national interests.

One of Iranian newspapers has recently
reported thatthe key toresolve problems ofthe

countryisnotinVienna'snuclear negotiations,
butitisin Pasteurdistrictin Tehran,home to
president’s office. But the factis thatalookat
financialand economicsituation of the Islamic
country showsthattheinternationalissueshave
greatimpacton domesticsectors. For example,
following the Nowruz holidays the price of gold
coins decreased due to optimism for reviving
theJCPOA.

Of course, itisright thatthe effective elements
to resolve domestic problems are the
administrative and legislative bodies residing
in Pasteurand Baharestan districtsin Tehran,
althoughanational concessionisneeded to pave
the way for utilizing international opportunities.
In fact, development depends on all-out
communications with the world. The more Iran
interacts with the international system, the
more the country can overcome the negative
impacts ofthe sanctions. The finalization of the
Iran-China 25-year Cooperation Program has
beenone ofthe mostimportant newsitemsin
Europe and the US. Some experts believe that
the Trump administration’s sanctions policy
strengthened proximity between ChinaandIran.
The strategic cooperation between Beijingand
Tehran canbe considered asagood opportunity
to attractforeigninvestmentsinIranandalso
promote economicties with other nations such
asIndiaandthe Europeanstates.
Itisworthmentioningthat Chinahasannounced
that the expansion of trade and economic
exchanges with [ran depends on the lifting
of sanctions; so, the embargo looks like a
chain, which hasengulfed Iran’s economy and
preventsinvestors frominvestmentineconomy;
therefore,itisadire need toremove the chain
through diplomacy and negotiations.

The talks on the lifting of illegal US sanctions against

Iran and the return of the Islamic Republic to the full

implementation of the deal have tangibly advanced

during the second round of face-to-face session of

the 18th meeting of the Joint Commission of the Joint

Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) on Friday.

The member states of the P4+1 group (the
UK, France, Russia, China plus Germany) are
ofthe opinion thatthe technical talks, which
have been kicked off since Tuesday, have
been fruitful and constructive.

The Deputy of European Union (EU)
Foreign Policy ChiefEnrique Moraissueda
communique, sayingthatthe member states
evaluated the return of the United States to
the]JCPOA and discussed ways to implement
the deal effectively.

Two expertteams submitted their views on
lifting of sanctions and the implementation
ofthenucleardeal to the Joint Commission;
then, the members considered constructive
and meaningful views, headded.

Pointing to the fact that he will continue
contacting with all signatories to the
JCPOA and the US, he stated that the Joint
Commission has ordered the expertteams
to continue their effortsand also accepted to
convenein Vienna within nextweeks.
Mikhail Ulyanov, Russia's permanent
representative to international
organizations in Vienna, said that the
participants in the talks gave importance
to preliminary progress in expertise
negotiations, writing on his Twitter account
thatthenextmeetingofthe Joint Commission
ofthe]CPOAisgoingtobeheld nextweekin
order to maintain the positive atmosphere.

Glimpses of progress in JCPOQA negotiations

Chinahasassessed the talksontheJCPOAas
positive and believesthatitis time forthe US
toabidebyits commitmentto come backto
thenuclear deal and liftanti-Iran sanctions
assoon as possible. Wang Chun, China's
ambassador and permanentrepresentative
tointernational organizations based in
Vienna, told reporters on Friday that all
signatoriesto the JCPOA expressed their
concernaboutthe United States’ unilateral
sanctions, calling forremoval ofthe embargo.
The Trump administration withdrew
fromthe international accord in May 2018
and re-imposed sanctions on Iran, while
Washington signed the dealin 2015 to lift
sanctions and pave the way for Iranians’
participationin global economic markets.
The UShas claimed thatitisready to exclude
sanctions formally unrelated to nuclear
issues covered by the deal. However, the
Islamic Republicunderlined that Tehran
will return to the full compliance of the
agreement if the US lifts all sanctions
practicallynotonly on paper.

Iran’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Mohammad
Javad Zarif said thatthe US as the inciter
ofthe crisis should fully comply with its
commitmentsunderthe]JCPOA; then, Tehran
will verify itand return to the deal.

Now, political analysts believe that the
nuclearnegotiationsisheadingtowardsa
path ofhoping forlifting of sanctions within
next weeks. A European diplomat told
Reutersthatprogress willbe made probably
before the upcoming presidential election
inIran. Henry Rome, asenioranalystonIran
affairsinthe Eurasia Group, is ofthe opinion
that Tehranand Washington are notfar from
practical progressinreturning to the JCPOA.

Signing sanctions lifting
notenough, effects should

be seen

Stating that the signinglifting of
the sanctions is not enough, the
Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister
for Political Affairs said Iran should
see the effects of these sanctions
lifting in practice.Elaborating on

the three-daytalksin Vienna, Seyed
Abbas Araghchihailed efforts made
by two working group of sanctions
and [ran’s measures.

It is still necessary to continue
negotiations, he said, adding that
lifting sanctions is a complicated
matter.Participants decided to
create an opportunity formembers
to do necessary consultations and

toresume talks next Wednesday,
Araghchiadded, saying thatIranhas
takenalogical position withregard
tolifting US sanctions.The Iranian
diplomatwenton to say thatthe US
hasleft the negotiating table and
should return toit. They should lift
sanctions and become amember of
theJCPOA thenIran will return to full
implementation of commitments.

Trump’s approach to
JCPOA was disaster:

US Senator

US Senator Chris Murphey said on
Friday thatthe JCPOA opponents,
including former US President
Donald Trump, had a disastrous
approach towards the deal by

withdrawal from the nuclear deal.
Inaseries oftweets, the Senate
Foreign Policy Committee
member wrote thathe wanted a
‘longer and stronger’ agreement
with Iran, butthatthe pathtosuch
anagreement was through the
Irannuclear deal (formally called
theJCPOA).

In 2018, Trump ceased US
participation to the deal and
resumed sanctionsonIranintotal
disregard of the United Nations
Security Council Resolution 2231,
violating the JCPOA which was
originally signedin 2015 tolimit
Iran’snuclear programinreturn
oflifting sanctions on the country.
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