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unemployment slashes to
6.7%: Governor-general

Unemploymentin Tehran Province has slashed
t0 6.8% in Autumn, according to Tehran Province
Governor-General Anoushiravan Mohseni-Bandpei.

Speakingtoreporters on Monday, he said that
the figure shows a 2.6% decline compared to the
precedingperiod.

Giventhe continued reduction of unemployment

unemploymentrate in summer and spring has

PublicRelations: 031-32274754

Self-Declaration Accounts for %70 of T'ax

%J/g;u

ISFAHAN
NEWS

currentIranianyear

ratein Tehran Province over the past three quarters What’s News
oftheyear, the year-on-year unemploymentrate

ofthe province is expected to have a significant .
reductionatthe end ofthe year, he said. Revenues Ql-3 Exports
Hesaid thatanincrease in providing the applicants From Bushehrat
with the necessary bankingloansand a growth v $4.3b

inissuance of construction licenses for creating Self-declaration of tax by guilds Exports from the
production units have contributed to the reduction accounts for %70 of the government’s ’ . southern Bushehr
ofunemployment. taxrevenues, adeputy head of Iranian ‘ ' Province during the
Mohseni-Bandpei said that the province's National Tax Administration said, N firstnine monthsofthe

declined by 4.6% and 1.4% respectively compared
tothe precedingperiod.

adding that plansare toincrease the

figure to %90 intwoyears.

(started March 20,
2020) stoodat 18.95
million tons worth

’ . . “Generating tax | $4.36billion.
Il'all S alumlnum lllg()t income through ‘\ According to Ahmad
Olltpllt grows 50% Iinnine self-declaration \ Rajaei, alocal official,

NEWS is a significant petrochemical was the
months S achievement, which main productexported

Iran’saluminumingotproductionreached 308,000
tons duringthe nine calendar months to December

frees up energy
for combating tax evasion.

from Bushehr with
15.15 million tons

20,indicatinga51% hike compared with the similar Economicoperatorswhofail |« worth $4.04 billionand
spanofthelastyear. to submit their tax returns . . . . industrial, miningand
Accordingto thelatestdatareleased by the Iranian ontimewill be disqualified  Wealth taxrevenues stoodat SYStem“.ldUdmg: hurtease ofdoingbusiness. agricultural products
Mines and Mining Industries Developmentand forreceiving tax breaks and 15l7..68tr11110nrlals ($60§.46 Tax incentives were Inaddition, business entities worth $161 million
Renovation Organization, Iranian companies exemptions,” Mohammad .mlllhorll) over the per19d, 1nFrqducedf(.)rnewcompames don’tneedtosecurethevalue were exported during
produced 38,774 tons ofaluminum ingot during the Masihiwas quotedassaying ~ indicatingal86%realization  willing to list on the SFOCk addedtaxregistrationpermit. the nine-month period.
nineth calendar month (Nov. 21- Dec. 20). byIRNA. rz.ite.Wealth tax recordethe marketinthe currentfiscal Puttingtogetherthebill on “Pars Special Economic
The outputofalumina, which is produced asa Noting that the government hlghestgrowthoverthepelrlod, year (March2020-21).The  DirectTaxCode Overhauland Energy Zone, in the
powder, reached 18,334 tons during the ninth willsupportbusinesseshurt ~ thankstotaxonstocktrading.  proposalwasfloatedbythe  sendingittothegovernment portcity of Assaluyeh,

monthunderreview,down 2% year onyear.

Iran plans toreach the annual production of 1.5
million tons of aluminum ingot by the Iranian
calendaryear 1404 (March 2025-March 2026).

Iran, Afghanistan agree to
develop intl. railway link:
MP

Spokesperson for Iranian Parliament Civil

by the coronavirus outbreak,
the official said, “Tax will be
imposedinaccordance with
theirincome and businesses
thatsuffered enormouslosses
orwere closed down due to
thevirus willbe subjectto tax
forgiveness.”

Latest data show the
governmentearned upwards

Tax on imports earned the
government 95 trillionrials
($365.38 million). Earnings
fromtaxonimportsconstitute
39% of the projected
budgetaryrequirements.The
smallrealizationratesaredue
tothedeclineinimportsover
theperiod.

And finally, tax on goods and

Economy Ministry at the
High Council of Economic
Coordination, an ad hoc
economic decision-making
body comprising heads of
threebranches of power,and
approved therein.

INTA will grant tax waivers
to companies wanting to
go public. Potential listed

for approval in the month
ending Feb. 19, 2020, was
another significant measure
taken by INTA in the last
fiscal year. Thebillincludes
new types of tax, namely
theindividualincome tax or
personal income tax levied
onwages, dividends, interest
and other sources ofincome

accounted for the
lion’s share of exports
from Bushehr. [t was
followed by Bushehr
Port, Bandar Kangan
and Bandar Dayyer.
Majorexportproducts
were butane and
propane, methanol,
polyethylene,

Commission announced the approval of a draft 0f1,314trillion rials ($5.05 services,whichalso incl}ldes companieswi.llbe.a.cclour.ltable aperson earn.s thr01l1ghout urea, styrene, gas
agreementbetween the IslamicRepublicofiranand billion) in taxrevenuesin the value added tax earmln.gs, only lforta?(llabllltlesm the the yearl, cap.ltal gains tax condensates and
Afghanistan oninternational railway connection, eightmonthstoNov.20,which hoveredaround455.96trillion  previousfiscalyear (March for residential property, cement” he was

Seyyed Alborz Hossienipointed to the agreement
madebetween Iranand Afghanistanregarding the
developmentofinternational railwaylink and said,
“With the coordination madeinthisregard, details
ofasinglearticle of the agreementwas approved
in12articlesinthe presence ofarepresentative
ofthe Iranian government and members of the

account for 64% ofthe sum
predictedinthebudgetforthe
period.

The government's tax
revenues consistofitsreturns
from tax on legal entities,
income tax, wealth tax, taxon

rials ($1.75billion), indicating
49% ofthe projected figurein
the eight-monthbudget.

Totaltax earnings as per the
fiscal2021-22budgetbillhave
beensetat 2,515 trillionrials
($9.67billion),including 591

2019-20) and INTAwill not
delveinto priortaxrecords.
Thetaxagencymade starting
abusinesseasier by removing
15 requirements and
unnecessaryregulations,and
consequently accelerating

vacancy tax; tax on luxury
cars, etc. Amendmentson tax
exemptions and incentives
havebeen envisioned inthe
proposal as well. Taking
measuresregardingbusiness
owners' transactions

quoted as saying by
IRNA.

China with $2.92
billion, the UAE with
$493 million and
Turkey with $173
million, as well as

c L importsandtaxon goodsand trillionrials ($2.27 billion)  startingbusinessprocedures  processed through point- Singapore,  Qatar,
U;?rﬂ;;l::\;al of thisagreement, the government services. fromtaxonlegalentities,491 by53days.ThelranianDeeds of-sale devices to improve India, Afghanistanand
of the Islamic Republic of Iran z;nd Afghanistan Earnings from taxing trillionrials ($1.88billion) ~andPropertiesRegistration transparency, drafting the Brazil were top export

reached an agreement due to the existence of
friendly relations and good neighborliness in
terms of international communication lines to use
capacities of two countries of Iran and Afghanistan
inthe field of exchanging goods and passenger, he
added.

The aforementioned agreement will pave suitable
conditions forIranand Afghanistan to make optimal
use of each other's freightand passenger capacities
in the field of international transportation.

companiesandlegal entities
stoodat347.53 trillionrials
($1.33billion),whichaccount
for 78% of the sum projected
inthe budget for the period
underreview.

The Iranian National Tax
Administrationearned 257.75
trillionrials ($991.34 million)
fromtaxing civil servantsand

fromincometax, 238 trillion
rials ($915 million) from
wealth tax, 235 trillion rials
($903 million) from tax on
importsand 957 trillionrials
($3.68 billion) from tax on
goodsandservices.

Reforms

INTA has pursued a variety
of reforms in rules and

Organization was tasked
with electronically putting
alltheinformationitneeds
toissuetaxfilenumbers, also
known as Economic Codein
Iran, for real entities at the
disposal of INTA. Priorto this
new measure, there were 45
stages toregister for tax file
numbers, of which 44 could

roadmap for modernizing
the taxation  system,
including completing E-Tax
and designing I-Tax systems,
offering electronic services
related to tax return filing,
tax statements, registration
of taxpayers and their
electronic payments through
smartphones,and reducing

destinations during
thenine-month period.
Atotal 0f195,000 tons
of province’s exports
from Bandar Dayyer,
mostly agricultural
products, worth
$56 million were
shipped to Qatar, i.e.,
6% more than the

Undoubtedly, this agreement will have a positive workers (income tax), which regul.ationsl, and sought to  becompletedinlessthanhalf in-person communication corresponding period
impact on the development of bilateral economic constitutes 74% of budget’s provide 1nfrastructurles an hour.butlthe laststage, the bereen taxpayers and tax oflastyearin terms of
activities, Hosseini continued. projected figure. neededtocarryoutamajor authenticationprocess,would  officerswereotherstepstaken volume.

NO 678

modernization of the taxation

Solution: NO 677

2 6

~
N

Iranreadyto

take days and consequently

byINTAlastyear.

and collaborate with foreign
oil companies if they come

Noting that nine-
month exports from
Bushehr’s customs
were down 1% in
terms of weight over
last year’s similar

8 6 5|19 3 4

4 8 7 9 3 4 8 2 1 6 5 O()OPCI'atEWith backto the Islamic Republic pe-riod,“ the offici?l
ofIran.“Butwe donotgiveup said, “Bushehr is
7 5 4 2 1 6 5 7 8 9 3 fOl'eign firms whatwehaveachieved. Wewill facing the challenges
a clinchagreementswithforeign ofinfrastructure when
Wlﬂl newterms oilandgascompaniesonanew itcomesto exports; the
7 2 1 4 9 6 5 3 8 7 Iranian Oil Minister Bijan basiswithinthe framework completion of Shiraz-
Zanganehsaid thatifforeign ofrulesandregulationsata Bushehr Highway
1 8 5 3 8 2 7 1 9 4 6 oil and gas companies muchmoresolidandhigher and  construction
cometolran, “Weareready level,” he added.Zanganeh of railroad and
6 9 7 6 3 4 8 5 1 2 to cooperate with them emphasizedthatthecapacities creation of searoutes
within the framework createdinthesanctionsperiod between Bushehr
7 2 1 4 7 8 3 6 2 5 9 of stipulated terms and wouldbeusedoptimally.The and Qatar would have
conditions."Speakinginthe QilMinistry willuseitsupper a significant impact
signing ceremony ofcontracts handinconclusionofcontracts onthe improvement
6 5 8 6 5 2 7 1 9 4 3 8 forretainingandincreasingoil - with foreign companiesunder of export from the

output,Zanganehreiterated newtermsand conditions,he province.”

9 1 3 8 9 5 2 4 6 7 1 thatlranisreadytocooperate said.
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Mostof120
Arrested Or
Identified at
Capitol Riot
Were Longtime
Trump

Supporters
Mostof 120 people who
have been arrested in
connectiontooridentified
asbeingatthe US Capitol
riot through photos and
videos are longtime
supporters of President
Trump, an AP analysis
determined.

The AP reviewed the
social media posts, voter
registrations, courtfiles
andotherpublicrecordsof
120individualssuspected
ofbeinginvolved with the
riotsatthe Capitolbuilding
and concluded thatmost
backedthe president.
The AP analysis
comes after several
conservatives, including
lawmakers, have
promoted without
evidence the theory
that groups like antifa
and Black Lives Matter
infiltrated the pro-Trump
protests and were
responsible fortheriots
in the Capitol, The Hill
reported.

The 120 peopleincluded
Republican Party officials,
GOP political donors,
far-rightmilitants, white
supremacists and those
who believe in QAnon,
a theory that Satan-
worshipping pedophiles
control the government,
the AP found.

Many of the rioters were
found to have posted
unfounded claims
promoted by Trump that
the election had been
stolenorthatwidespread
voter fraud contributed
to US President-elect]oe
Biden’s victory. Several
of the posts involved
threats of violence against
DemocratsorRepublicans
considered not on the
president’s side. Many
posted either during or
after Wednesday’s events,
with several expressing
pride in their actions,
accordingtothe AP.

At least 90 people have
beenarrested for charges
ranging from curfew
violations to felonies
suchasassaultingpolice
officers, possessing
illegal weapons and
making death threats
against Speaker Nancy
Pelosi (D-Calif.). Records
indicate thatsome of the
riotersareaccused ofbeing
heavilyarmed, including
Lonnie Leroy Coffmanand
Cleveland Grover Meredith
Jr., both supporters ofthe
president.

=

Deputy FM Araghchi, South
Korean counterpartmeetin
Tehran

FirstVice Minister of Foreign Affairs of South Korea Choi
Jong Kun had a meeting with Iranian deputy Foreign
Minister for Political Affairs Seyyed Abbas Araghchiduring
avisitto Tehran.
ChoiJongKun,whoisleadingadelegation of South Korean
political and financial officialsin a trip to Tehran, held the
meeting with deputy Foreign Minister Araghchion Sunday
evening.

The visiting diplomat described his visitto Tehranas a
sign oftheimportance that South Korea attaches to the

expansion ofrelations with Iran, stressing that Seoul is
resolved torebuild trustin the bilateral tiesin the newyear
by addressing the problemsin the relations with Tehran.
For his part, Araghchipointed to Iranian financial assets
frozenin South Korea, saying the Korean banks have
illegally blocked Iran’s currency resources for nearly two
yearsand a halfcitinga fear of US sanctions.

“This action (by South Korea), which is only surrender
toransom demand from the US, isnotacceptable, and
naturally the expansion of relations (between Tehran and
Seoul) would be meaningful only when this problem is
solved,” the Iranian deputy minister added.

Pointing to the failure of negotiations that Iran,
particularly the country's Central Bank, has held with

Populist T'rump product of
neoliberalism, US culture, history

Referring to the possibility of the return

of "Trump the Second", Prof. Suzuki says

the world should prepareitselftobecome

lessrelianton the USadding that Trump is

productofneoliberalismand US culture and

history.

Iran Planning to Design New

Ashistory shows,
civilizationsdon't
last forever and
finally collapse
mostly due to
internal failures.
The fate of past
societiesholds frightening
lessons for what may lie
ahead forsomesocieties.
Coronavirus pandemic,
record unemploymentand
escalating social unrestare
allpushing Americansociety
closetothebreakingpoint.
A couple of days ago,
thousands of pro-Trump
protesters rallied in
Washington DC for the
Million MAGA March,
turning out to support
President Trump and back
his claims of voter fraud in
theUSelection.

Regardless of therightness
orwrongness of his claim,
the world is witnessing the
developments going on
in the country which has
always tried to introduce
itself as a role model of
freedom and democracy.
The developments shocked
many around the world.
Experts who have studied
the collapse of civilizations
inthe pastwarn thatthe US
is exhibiting symptoms of
asocietyinreal existential
peril.

We discussed theissueand
recent developments in
the US with Kazuto Suzuki
vice dean and professor
ofinternational politics at
the Public Policy School of
Hokkaido University, Japan.
Here is the full text of his
interview:
Howdoyouassess Trump's
personality?

His actions, decisions and

Heavy Water Reactor

The AtomicEnergy Organization of Iran (AEOI) istaking the initial
stepstodesign another heavy-waterreactor similar to an existing
oneinthe city of Arak, alawmaker said.Speaking to reporters on
Sunday, Abolfazl Amouei, the spokesman for the [ranian Parliament’s
National Security and Foreign Policy Committee, said the AEOI’s
spokesmanhadannounced the matterinameetingwith members of
the committeealsoattended by the Iranian deputy foreign minister
forlegaland international affairs, Mohsen Baharvand.Amoueisaid
theimplementation ofanewlaw called the “Strategic Action Plan
to Lift Sanctions and Safeguard Interests of Iranian People” was
examined duringthe meeting, Press TVreported.On December 1,
[ranianlawmakers overwhelminglyvotedin favoroftheactionplan,
whichintendsto counteractsanctionsimposed onlranafter President
Donald Trump on May 8, 2018 pulled the United States out of the
Irannucleardeal of2015. Thebillbecamelaw after Iran’s Guardian
Council ratified itadaylater.According to the newlaw, the Iranian

Iran.

behavior are based on his
owninterests. Hedoesnot
care aboutthe future of the
country or the party. He
only cares about himself.
He is selfish and egoistic.
Everything he does can
explain from his obsession
tohimself.

What are the damages
that he inflicted to
the US internally and
internationally? and
generally how do you
assess his failures and
achievements for the US
duringthepast4years?
There is a long list of
damages to the US. He
destroyed the reputation
ofthe USasthebeaconon
the hill. The power of the
USwasbased ontheimage
thatdemocracy, freedom,
equal opportunity for
successand individualism,
butsuch power is heavily
damaged. Internationally,
the USlostcredibility tolead
the Western states and to
imposethe democratization
processtodictatorial states.
The US has given up the
leadershipininternational
organizations, and now
Chinais gaininggroundsin
thosearena.

Failure: rebalancing
trade with China;
denuclearization of North
Korea; preventing Iran
from developing nuclear
capabilities; preventing
Russia from interfering
with US cybersystems;

preventing migrants from
flowing in; maintaining
the alliance with Europe;
regime changeinVenezuela;
preventing Chinatooppress
democraticmovement
Success: Rapprochement
between Israel and Arab
states; blockingmultilateral
processes in WTO, WHO,
Universal Postal Union etc;
supporting Taiwan

Many believe thatdue to his
irrationalapproachesand
behavior, the eraofthe world
without USleadership has
begun. Whatdo you think
ofthis?
Ithinkthereisapossibility
that Biden can bring the
position of the US as the
leaderinthe Western world,
and the world is expecting
him to do so. Butitisalso
possible that the "Trump
the Second" may come into
powerinnear future,and we
haveto prepare for thatcase.
So, people will welcome
thereturn ofthe US, butat
the same time, people shall
startpreparing tobe more
autonomousandlessreliant
ontheUS.

Don’t you think that the
dominance ofneoliberalism
in the US has paved the
way for the emergence ofa
populistlike Trump?
Neoliberalism is one of
the reasons, but I think it
ismoreimportantto focus
onthe way inwhich people
thinkwhatthe "fact"is. The
religion suchas Evangelism

administrationisrequired tosuspend more commitmentsunderthe
nucleardeal, officially called the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA),whichwasinkedbyIranandsixworld powerson]July 14 that
year.Thelawtasked the AEOIwith producingandrestoringatleast 120
kilograms ofenriched uraniumwitha20-percentpuritylevel every
yearandalsoenrichmentbeyond 20 percentifthe country’s peaceful
nuclearactivities demanded.ltrequired the AEOI to optimize and
bringinto operationa40-megawattheavy-waterreactorin Arak’s
Khondab and to design anew 40-megawattheavy-water reactor
withinatimetable withtheaim of producingthe radioisotopesused
inhospitals.Amoueisaid that during the Sunday meeting, AEOI
spokesman Behrouz Kamalvandihad presented areportaboutthe
implementation of differentarticles oftheaction plan.“According to
thetimetable, the AEOIwill designareactor similarto Arak'sheavy-
waterfacilitybeforeitsreconstruction.”TheIranianlawmaker further
quoted Kamalvandiassayingthatthe AEOlis developingthe timetable
fordesigningthenewreactoraccordingto Article 5 oftheaction plan.
The committee willsoonreceiveareportontheissue, Amoueisaid,
adding, “Also, the installation of IR-2M centrifuge (machines) has
started.”Under Article 3 ofthe law, the AEOlisrequired to startthe

and fake news providers
created alternative reality
and people (even Trump)
believedinthose "facts".
thinkitisrooted deeplyin
the culture and history of
theUS.

How can existing
deficienciesbeamended?
[thinkitisup to the practice
of Biden Administration.
President-elect  Biden
has to work hard to make
actions thatwill restore the
credibility ofthe US, such as
appointing WTO Director-
General, returning to Paris
Accord, back to JCPOA,
reinstate the normal tariff
with China etc. These may
have someresistancein the
US, butitisimportant for
Biden to demonstrate his
willingness to break with
thepast.Trump gained about
50 percent of the votes of
the American people (about
70 million) in the 2020
presidential election, do
you think that Trump or
Trumpism (better to say
American exceptionalism)
died oritwill reemerge in
the future?

It will not die, but it will
submerge foramoment. But
when someone plays the
role of "Trump the Second”,
itmayberevitalized. [ think
thereisadeepdivision,and
as long as the alternative
mediaand alternative facts
are circulating around,
itis difficult to extinguish
Trumpism.

the South Korean officials
aboutthe problem, Araghchi
said Iran believes thatthe
freezing of its financial
assets in South Korea
results from the Seoul
government’s
political will rather than the
cruel sanctions imposed by
the US.

He further called on South Korea to

make serious efforts to find the necessary mechanism for
resolving theissue asatop priority in the relations with

lack of
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'Tran can become economic

power of region’

Expressing hope for thelifting of unjustsanctions
against Iran, Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan
said thatIranhasthe potential tobecome an economic
powerintheregion.

ReferringtoIslamabad's independent foreign policy
inorder to strengthenrelations with neighboring
and friendly countries, Imran Khan said thatinrecent
years, Iran and Pakistan have established a good
understandingto strengthenrelations with each other.
"Atthe time of the start of the government, bilateral
relations with Iran may nothave been satisfactory,
buttoday I cansaythat there are excellentrelations
between the two countries," headded.

"Wehave agood understanding with Iran to develop
relations," henoted.

Referring to anti-Iranian sanctions and their
consequences inthe developmentoftrade between
thetwo countries, Imran Khan said thatunfortunately,
Iran faces sanctions that have hindered the
developmentof Pakistan's trade cooperation with
thatcountry.

Speaking atthe International Conference on Peace
and Developmentin South Asia and the Middle East
inIslamabadin Octoberlastyear, the Prime Minister
of Pakistan said that Pakistan could benefit from
Iran's economicpotentialifanti-Iranian sanctionsare
lifted and relations between Tehran and Washington
improve.

US Planning to Blacklist

Yemen’s Ansarullah: Sources
Washingtonisreportedly planning to designate
Yemen’s Houthi Ansarullah movementas a foreign
“terrorist” group on Monday.

Three sources have told Reuters that the
administration of outgoing US President Donald
Trumpis goingtoblacklistthe resistance movement.
Accordingto two ofthe sources quoted by Reuters, the
decision could be announced assoonas Monday.
Themove comesastheadministration of US President-
elect]oe Biden prepares to take over from the Trump
administration onJanuary 20.

Saudi Arabia and a number of its regional allies
launched the war on Yemen in March 2015, with the
goal ofbringing the government of former president
Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadiback to powerand crushing
the popular Ansarullah movement.

The US-based Armed Conflict Location and Event
Data Project (ACLED), anonprofit conflict-research
organization, estimates thatthe war has claimed more
than 100,000 lives.

The Houthi Ansarullah movement, backed by armed
forces, hasbeen defending Yemen against the Saudi-
led alliance, preventing the aggressors from fulfilling
the objectives of theatrocious war.

Diplomatsand aid groups worry the US designation of
Ansarullah could threaten peace talksand complicate
efforts to combat the world’s largest humanitarian
crisis caused by the Saudi-led coalition’s aggression
againstthe Yemenination, Reutersreported.

operation
ofinstalling, injecting uranium

gas, enrichmentand stockpiling of materials up to the puritylevel
needed, withatleast 1,000 advanced second-generation centrifuge
machines (IR-2M), withinamaximum ofthree monthsafterthelaw’s
ratification.
OnJanuary 4, the administration of President Hassan Rouhani
announced thatithad started the process to enrich uranium to
20-percentpurity atFordownuclear facility.




COVID-19 death tollin Tehran Province drops to

17

Some 17 deaths caused by COVID-19 over the past 24 hours in Tehran
Province, Governor General of Tehran Province Anoushiravan Mohseni

Bandpeiannounced on Monday.

Inaninterview with IRNA, Mohseni Bandpeisaid on Monday that
according toreports,some 1,900 patients have been hospitalized. and

950 of COVID-19 patients in Tehran Province are in critical condition and under

20000 Rials

treatmentatintensive care units of the hospitals.

Headded thatforthe timebeing, Tehran Provinceisin Coronavirus yellowzone, adding that
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&t B Rabiei condemns

assassination
Iran l'eady to of Afghan govt.
cooperate with spokesman
foreion fir ith [ranian Government
oreigniirms wi Spokesman Ali Rabiei
newterms condemnedaterroristattack
o inKabulthatledtothe death
Tehran Province ofthree people,including
an Afghan Government
unemployment Spokesman ZiaWadan.Ina
slashes to %6.7: message on Monday, Rabiei

Governor-general (4]

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

wrote, “The assassination
of the spokesman of the
Afghan government
and his entourage was
a shocking news for the

05:40:41 Iranian government and

Noon call to prayer : people”“Whileextendingour
condolences to the Afghan

12:11:44 &

Evening call to prayer:

17:36:32

WEATHER

High:12°¢
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nation, government,and the
families of the victims of the
attack, westrongly condemn
this terrorist move,” he
added.Hedeplored theactof
assassinationas"adisgusting
and unacceptable meansto
achieve political goals that
will have no effect other
thanreinforcingthe vicious
circle of insecurity and
violence.

itmustnotbe forgotten thatthe danger ofthe Coronavirus outbreakin the newwaveis close

Iran Planning to Design New Heavy
Water Reactor

Soldiers Recall Most Powerful Attack against
American Forcesin Decades

American soldiers stationed at the Ain al-Assad air base in

Iraqrecalled the misery they went through when the base was

targeted with abarrage of missiles by the [slamic Revolution

Guards Corps (IRGC) early lastyear in retaliation for the

assassination General Qassem Soleimani.

According to The Washington Post, the
soldiers, some of whom were briefly knocked
unconscious, scrambled from one bunkerto the
nextas the missileslanded in the basein what
became known as the most powerful attack
againstUS forcesindecades.

“I'stillhave anxiety,” said Maj. Alan Johnson, who
struggled to focus after absorbing the monstrous
blastwaves of several explosions.

“I'stillhave recurring nightmares ofincoming
— justthatsound ofthose things comingin,”
Johnsonsaid.

OnJanuary 3 lastyear, US President Donald
Trump directly ordered drone strikes that
killed Lieutenant General Soleimani - who was
in Baghdad on an official visit - and his Iraqi
trenchmate Abu Mahdial-Muhandis, the deputy
commander oflraq’s Hashd al-Sha’abi anti-terror
force.

Five dayslater, [ranretaliated by firing dozens
of missilesat Ainal-Assad air base in al-Anbar
Governorate, western Iraq, as well asanother
USairbasein Erbil, declaring that the attacks
were partofits promised “toughrevenge” for the
assassination.

According to Pentagon, over 100 American
soldiers suffered traumatic braininjuriesasa
resultofthe missile strike against Ain al-Assad.
“Ican’tthink thatanyone has walked away from
thiswithoutsomesortofeffects, psychologically
oremotionally, because of how traumatic the
eventwas,” said Lt. Col. Johnathan Jordan, the
operations officer foran Air Force unitpresent
thatnight.

Jordan said thata day before the attack,heand his
commander, Lt. Col. Staci Coleman, had drawn
upaplan.Shedecided thathalfofthe 160 airmen
they oversawwouldleave ona C-130 withJordan
leading them, while the other half would stay
with Coleman, hunkeringdowninbunkers.

“Wewere expectingjusttotal devastationatthat
point,”Jordanrecollected.

Staff Sgt. Drew Davenport, another US soldier,
said the first missile exploded at 1:34 a.m.about
100yards from amine-resistantvehicle, casting
debrisonthehood. Thereinforced doors were
blown open by the concussive blast of missiles,
whichlanded about300yardsawaybutsounded
much closer, Davenportrecalled.

While no one waskilled during the attacks, the
Pentagon finally disclosed overamonthlaterthat
110troopshad suffered traumaticbraininjuries,
afterinitially sayingthatthere were no casualties.
“Alliswell!” Trump tweeted after the attack.
Speaking the following morning, the US
presidentinsisted that “no Americans were
harmedinlastnight'sattack.”

“We suffered no casualties, all of our soldiersare
safe,and only minimal damage was sustained at
ourmilitarybases,” headded.

However, 29 soldiers, includingJohnson, werein
factinjured seriously enough toreceive Purple
Hearts, which are awarded in the name of the
USpresidentto those wounded or killed while
serving.

“Ididn’tevenhavetimetobescared,” Davenport
recalled the attack. “Iwasjustso pumped full of
adrenaline.Iremember that mushroom cloud
and thatbrightred, orange color vividly. It was
one ofthewildestthingsI've ever seen.”
Johnson said soldiers who had survived in
bunkers were hesitanttoleave them, even after
an “all clear” message went out, with some
whimperingand othersvomiting.

Among many others, Johnson was later
diagnosed withabraininjury. He spent weeks
receiving physical therapy, speech therapy,
occupational therapy, ocular motor therapyand
psychiatric carein Germany.

Johnson, aflightsurgeon, asked whetheranyone
needed medical attention. No one said yes,
prompting theinitial reportto the Pentagon of
zeroinjuries thatlaterwasannounced by Trump.
“The factwas, everyone had these symptoms of
traumaticbraininjury,” Johnsonsaid. “Butthose
symptoms were insignificantcompared to what
wewentthroughallnight.”

Global Coronavirus Cases Surpass 90 Millionin
Battle on New Variant

variant, countriesacross the globe have started
toextend movementand business restrictions.

In Germany, Chancellor Angela Merkel and
state premierslastweekagreed torestrictnon-
essential travel forresidents ofhard-hitareasall

Worldwide coronavirus cases surpassed 90 million on Monday

as nations around the globe scramble to procure vaccines

and continue to extend or reinstate lockdowns to fight new

coronavirus variants.

Thenew COVID-19 variants discoveredinitially
inthe United Kingdom and South Africaare
rapidly spreadingglobally.

Thenovel coronavirus has picked up paceinthe
pastfew months with about one-third of total
casesregistered inthelast48days,accordingto
aReuterstally.

Europe, whichbecame thefirstregiontoreport
25 million caseslast week, remains the worst-
affected areain the world, followed by North
and Latin Americas with 22.4 millionand 16.3
million casesrespectively.
Europehasreportedaround 31 percentofabout
1.93 million coronavirus-related deaths globally.
The United Kingdom, the worst-affected
European country, crossed 3 million caseslast
Friday.

Thenationison course to have immunized its
mostvulnerable people against COVID-19 by
mid-Februaryand plansto offerashotto every
adultby autumn.

To control the spread of new coronavirus

over Germany for the firsttime, afteralockdown
decreed in December failed to significantly
reduceinfectionnumbers.
Frenchauthoritiesimposed astricter evening
curfewin Marseille after authorities said the
new variant of the COVID-19 virus initially
found in the UKhad been discovered in the
Mediterranean city.

The United States, world's worst affected
country, reported its highest death toll on
Wednesday, with over 4,000 fatalitiesinasingle
day.

The nation hasrecorded more than 22 million
casessince the pandemicstarted, reportingon
average 245,000 new infectionsa day over the
lastseven days,accordingtoa Reutersanalysis.
In Asia, India crossed 150,000 deaths last
Tuesday,becomingthe third nationtoreach the
grimmilestone.

The south Asian nation has approved two
COVID-19vaccinesand will startits vaccination
drive fromJan. 16 with priority given toabout 30
million healthcare and frontline workers.

Iusionof US iie a;)out.(lelvt:eryth(ijri)g iilse (inc‘l‘?vdil?g
¢ e fLa ran) --willbe used by the new ‘Woke,
D.emocracy’,Ruleo W fraudulently elected Harris-Biden
Finally Gone: Ex-Senate regime as the functional equivalent
Adviser ofthe 1933 Berlin Reichstag,” James

Aformer USdiplomatandadviser to
the US Senate Republicanleadership
said theillusion of US “democracy,
constitutionand rule oflawis finally
gone”“Theillusion of ‘democracy’,
constitutionand rule oflawis finally
gone. Of course thishasnothingtodo
with phone calls of ‘racism’ but with
demonizationofthehistoricAmerican
nationanditstraditions, values,and
identity. The eventat the Capitol --
whichisbeinggrosslymisreported by
theideologically slanted media,asthey

GeorgeJatras, the deputy director of
the American Institutein Ukraine, a
privately funded American NGO, told
Tasniminaninterview on Monday.
He added, “After January 20, it will
be followed by a flurry of Executive
actionsandlegislation (cheered onby
mostofthe Republicans) toremovethe
lastvestigesof whatwasafree country.
The First Amendment (freedom of
speech, freedom ofreligion, freedom
ofassociation) are only formalities
now, the Second Amendment (right

tobeararms, considered central to
Americans' conceptoffree citizenry)
isinsevere danger”Jatras further
pointed to reports about Trump’s
impeachmentand said, “Trump may
beimpeached butldon'tthinkhewill
beremoved. Ithardly matters, the
pointistofurtherthenarrativethathis
followersare extremistsand terrorists,
notthe BLM and Antifa thugs who
burnt our cities with impunity this
year. Trumpwasneverreallyin control
of much and haslittle relevance to
anythingnow. Consider, here we are
with our country falling apartand
all he can think of on the way outis
threateningIranand designatingthe
Houthisasterrorists.
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