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Worldsteel: Iran’s Steel
Output Increases by
12.7%in 11 Months

Iranian steel mills produced a total of 26.36
million tons of crude steel during the first 11
monthsof 2020, whichindicatea12.76%rise
compared with the corresponding period of
2019, thelatestreportreleased by the World
Steel Association shows.

Iranranked the world’s 11th biggestcrude steel
producer —one spotlower thanits previous
position — and was placed between Vietnam
(10th) with 26.7 million tons and Taiwan (12th)
with 18.7 million tons.

Vietnam posted a 44% growth in crude steel
outputduringthe period under review, higher
than other major steel producers,becoming the
world’s 10thlargestproducer of crude steel.
Iran and China came next, with 12.76% and
5.7%increasein 11-month outputrespectively,
followed by Turkey with a 4% growth. Thisis
while growth was negative for the remaining
major steel producers.

The closure of businesses and disruptionin
industrial operationsasaresultof Covid-19,
which spreadinearly 2020, was among key
factors causingadropinthe outputof countries
ranked above Iran duringthe 11-month period.
Iran's November output also increased by
14.15% year-on-year to hit 2.57 million tons,
according to the Brussels-based international
trade body for theiron and steelindustry.
World Steel Associationis one of the largest
and mostdynamicindustry associationsin
the world, with members in every major steel-
producing country. Worldsteel represents steel
producers, national and regional steel industry
associations and steel research institutes.
Membersrepresentaround 85% of global steel
production.

Global crude steel production by the 64
countries reporting to the World Steel
Associationwas 158.3 million tonsin November
2020,a26.6% increase compared to November
2019.

During the first 11 months of 2020, China
remained the world’s largest crude steel
producerwith963.17 million tons, up 5.7% YOY,
whileits November outputamounted to 87.65
million tons, up 7.9%.It was followed by India
with89.39 million tons, Japan with 75.6 million
tons, the United States with 66 million tons,
Russiawith 65.1 million tons, South Koreawith
60.79 million tons, Germany with 32.5 million
tonsand Turkey with 32.3 million tons.
Crudesteelisdefined as steelinits firstsolid (or
usable) form:ingots and semi-finished products
(billets, blooms and slabs). Thisisnotto be
confused withliquid steel, whichissteel poured.
Production Capacity Nears40m Tons

The aggregate annual capacity of Iranian steel
companies hasreached 39.82 million tons,
accordingtonew datareleased by the Iranian
Minesand Mining Industries Developmentand
Renovation Organization.Presently, there are
84 steel millsin Iran.Mobarakeh Steel Company,
Iran’s biggest steelmaker, accounts for 18% of
the total production capacity with 7.2 million
tons peryear.Khuzestan Steel Company comes
nextwith 3.8 million tons followed by Esfahan
Steel Company with 3.6 million tonsand South
Kaveh Steel Company with 2.4 million tons.As
perthegoalssetinthe 20-Year National Vision
Plan (2005-25),Iranseekstobecome theworld’s
sixthlargeststeelmaker by 2025 with a crude
steel output capacity of 55 million tons.
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Since the Iranian outbreak of coronavirus

pandemicin February, the country’s taxi

fleethasincurred a heavyloss of8.26

trillion rials (32.11$ million), a deputy

head of Iran Taxi Union declared.

According to Ali
Aslani, the loss
includesthe wear
andtearofvehicles
and the revenue
of employeesand

NEWS

_ B companiesdirectly

and indirectly
involved in the cab fleet,
IRNAreported.
Aslani said that with the
spread ofthe viral disease,
the number of urban and
intercity passengers has
seena40%declineandthe
frequency oftaxitravelshas
decreased by 28%, causing
a 65% fall in cab drivers’
averagedailyearning,
“Close to 124,000 taxi
drivers, each with a daily
income of 1.8 millionrials
($6.99), are operating in
metropolisesand 296,000
areworkinginsmallercities
withadailyincomeofaround
1.1millionrials ($4.27), he
said.
“The monthly average
income of a taxi driver
hardly reaches 55 million
rials[$213.5], over halfof
whichisspenton fueland
maintenance.”
The officialnoted thatasthe
pandemic crisis prolongs,
the procurementofhealth
protective materials,
including facemask, gloves,
face shield and plastic
partition for inside the
car cabin, has imposed
extra costs ondriversand
pushedthemtothebrinkof
bankruptcy.
CabDriversKilled by Corona
Arecentsurveyby Tehran
TaxiOrganization showed
Covid-199 has claimed
thelives of 86 cab drivers
inthe capital city by early
December.
Aslani said the only state
benefitoffered tocabdrivers
has been aloan worth 60
millionrials ($233).
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Hesaidthenumberofdrivers
receiving the loans is yet
to be announced, but the
governmentwill hopefully
extend resourcesto support
thehardworkingsector.
With the spread of the
viral disease, a majority
of people opt for private
vehicles over publicmeans
oftransportation for daily
commutation.

Social distancing, or
remainingatleastameter
and ahalfapartfromother
people, is considered
the most practical way of
controllingand cutting the
coronavirusinfection chain.
To achieve this aim,
the government keeps
encouraging people to stay
home and use private cars
for commuting, iftheyhave
to. The transportvehicles,
especially cabs, are also
obliged to operate with
lower capacity.

The state measures,
however, have caused some
challenges, including an
immenseloss ofincome for
the publictransportation
system, including taxis,
busesand the subway.
Multiple Pressures

While some Iranian
businesses have adapted
to virus restrictions and
economicconstraints, the
transportation industry
continuestosuffer.
Mid-October, Mohammad
Alikhani, the head of
Tehran City Council’s
Transportation Commission,
said Tehran Metro and
Tehran Bus Company have
been facing a cash crunch
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Iranian, German
universities to exchange

students

Islamic Azad University of
Shahr Rey and Technical
University of Cologne, Germany,

Azad University of Shahr
Rey, Saeed Ghazi Maghrebi,
said on Wednesday.Ghazi
Maghrebisaid thatapplicants
will receive two certificates
fromthe Iranian and German
universities.
He added that the course will
be held in three models of
"onlyinIran",

sincethe USsanctions were
reinstatedin2018.

“The spread of the novel
coronavirushaslentanother
blow to the sector; shrinking
thenumberofpublicvehicle
passengers and inflicting
a loss of 5 trillion rials
[$19.41 million] onthetwo
companies, hesaid.

“Over 60% ofbusesworking
in Tehran are privately
owned and they will stop
workingiftheir operations
arenoteconomicallyviable.”
Speaking to reporters,
Mahmoud Tarfa, thehead of
Tehran Bus Company, said
challenges facing public
transportationarenotanew
story.
“Tehran’sbuseswerealready
inadequateand dilapidated,
and unable to provide a
decenttransportserviceto
citizens. More than half of
Tehran buses are over 12
years old and every day
over300busesbreakdown
because oftechnical flaws,”
hesaid.

Tarfa added that the viral
outbreakhasadded to the
sector’sproblems,asthebus
fleet’s daily frequency has
reduced from 1.8 million to
under700,000.

“Bus drivers are not even
recovering theirexpenses,’
hesaid.

Pointingto the factthatthe
governmenthasoverlooked
the sector for the past
decade, Tarfa said, “We
should waitand see if the
government officials will
eventually extend support
tothepublictransportation
system by the end of the

current [fiscal] year {March
20,2021])”

Hazardous Vehicles

Talks of transportation
incomelossaswellas the
highrisk of contamination
incongested publicvehicles
hasraised concernsamong
officialsand health experts.
YousefHojjat, the head of
Tehran  Municipality’s
Transportation and Traffic
Organization, said many
people who do notown a
private carinevitably takea
busortaxi,orusethesubway,

togettowork.

“Keeping a reasonable
distance between
passengers becomes

almost impossible when
the number of passengers
increases,” hesaid.
“Thevirusisstill spreading
and infecting people in
the city, and the situation
hasnotbeen normalized.
The resumption of social
activities can makeittough
tohandlemortalitiesrelated
tothedisease.”

Similarly, Mohsen Hashemi,
the chairman of TCC,
underlined the warnings
of Health Ministry and
professionals over the
risk of contamination in
using public means of
transportation.

He said the ventilation
system of subway trains
isconcentrated, so the air
in wagons is constantly
circulatingand combining
withtheairoutsidethetrain.
“This means one infected
personinatrain car might
pollutetheairinall cars,” he
added.

non

partlyin Iran

and Germany" and "only in
Germany".

Ghazi Maghrebi noted that
Persianlanguageisnecessary
for Iranian versions and for
studying in Germany, the

; applicants should learn
signed agreement to exchange German language at least at
students, Chancellor of Islamic B2level

He said that visa together
with invitation will be issued
from the German university
and the student should pay
for the ticket.Tuition feesin
Iran will be provided by the
student or the sponsoring
company, which maybe Iranian
orarepresentative ofa German
companyinIran.
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Iranto Resume
Gas Flows to Iraq
after Dealon
Unpaid Bills

Iran will resume
normalgasflowstolraq
on Wednesday after
reachinganagreement
with Baghdad on
Tuesday over unpaid
bills, a spokesman for
the Arab country’s
electricityministrysaid.
Iran's state gas
company said on
Monday ithad slashed
suppliestoneighboring
Iraq over arrears of
more than $6 billion.
The Iraqi electricity
ministry said the
cuts placed Baghdad
and other cities at
risk of serious power
shortages.

An agreement was
reached during a
meeting  between
Iranian Energy Minister
Reza Ardakanian,
who visited Baghdad
yesterday, and Iraqi
counterpart Majid
Mahdi to resume
normalgasflowratesas
of Wednesday evening,
spokesman Ahmed
Moussatold Reuters.
"Meeting ended with
resolving lingering
issues and gas flow
would be resumed to
reach normal rates
gradually," hesaid.
Iran'senergy minister
also met with Prime
Minister Mustafa
al-Kadhimi and
conveyed the Iranian
government's pledge
to "urgently resume
gas pumping which
had been slashed
recently aftertechnical
problems",astatement
from the prime
minister's office cited
Iran'sministerassaying
withoutgiving details.
It was not clear if a
specific deal over
arrears had been
concluded with Tehran
topaythedelayedbills.
Butasenior member of
theIran-Iraq chamber
of commerce said
Tehranhadaccepteda
barter dealand would
receivegoodsas partof
thearrears.
"Iranhasboughtgoods
forpartoflraq'sdebt...,
whichwillarriveinthe
countryinthenextfew
days," Hamid Hoseini
said.

Iragsaid onDec. 21 it
was ready to export
700,000 tons ofbarley
to Iran at a price of
$125pertonaspartof
payments owed by the
Iraqi government to
Iran.
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Trump struggling
tooverturn
Wisconsin

electionresult

US President Donald
Trump’s campaign has
filed a petition for a Writ
of Certiorary with the US
Supreme Courtregarding
the Wisconsin election
results,seekingtoinvalidate
them over alleged voter
fraud.

Trump campaign head
attorney Rudi Giuliani
broke the news on Tuesday,
claiming that Wisconsin
Supreme Court "allowed
over50,000illegalabsentee
ballotsinviolation of Article
[Tofthe US Constitutionand
Wisconsin law", Sputnik
reported.

Trump'slegal team seeks
"expedite consideration”
before the Congressional
review of the Electoral
College vote that is
scheduled for 6January.
"Regrettably, the Wisconsin
Supreme Court, in their
4-3 decision, refused to
address the merits of out
claim. This 'Cert Petition'
asksthemto address our
claims, which, ifallowed,
would change the outcome
oftheelectionin Wisconsin",
said Jim Troupis, Trump's
lead attorneyin Wisconsin.
"Three members of the
Wisconsin State Supreme
Court, including the Chief
Justice, agreed with many
ofthePresident's claimsin
written dissents from that
court'sDecember 14 order”
Giuliani says the Trump
campaignisaskingSCOTUS
to overturn the Wisconsin
Supreme Court’s ruling
that upheld Biden’s win
there, whichisunlikely togo
anywhere.The conservative
Wijusticewhohelpedreject
Trump’s effortto overturn
theresults now has extra

police protection.
The statement s
also supplemented

with comments from
Professor John Eastman,
aconstitutional scholarat
the conservative Claremont
Institute, who praised the
petition as "extremely
persuasive”.

"Thefederal constitutional
issues raised by the case
cannot be more clear”,
he said. "Article II of the
Constitution,asinterpreted
in Bushv. Gore, assigns to
the"legislature” the plenary
power to determine
the manner of choosing
presidential electors, not
executive officials, un-
elected bureaucrats,oreven
the state'sjudiciary. That
authoritywasevisceratedin
Wisconsin, resultinginmore
than50,000illegal ballots
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General Soleimani, heroiciconin
today Iran

A university professor says Lieutenant General Qassem
Soleimani, like well-known historic archer-figure Arash,
isaheroicicon, who managed to expand Iran's spiritual
boundaries to the Mediterranean Sea.In an interview with
"Iran" newspaper on Wednesday, Saeed Leilazemphasized that
general Soleimani's way of thinking and military capabilities
made him one of the greatest commanders in the history of
Iran, adding thatsince thelack of such abigicon seems to be
perilous for the future of the Islamicnation, the United States
assassinated him to targetthe ancientcountry's future.The
professor ofhistory at Shahid Beheshti University said that

Soleimani’s heritage prohibits continuation of

hewrote an article after the martyrdom of general Soleimani
pointing outthat martyr Soleimani was exactly similar to
archer-figure Arash, which served as the historiciconand just
like him losthislife especially for Iran.In Iranian mythology,
Arash could expand Iran's borders, but general Soleinami
succeeded in spreading Iranian spiritual boundaries to the
Mediterranean Seainreality, Leylaz noted.According to the
academic, martyr Soleimaniwas very well aware of the history,
sociology, politics and environment of every region he went to;
so,hewasnotasoldier,buthe played the role ofa geopolitical
leader and a great strategist. Therefore, the professoradded,
the Iranian people have had very rare of his kind throughout
history.The formerjournalistalso called for harsh revenge
for general Soleimani's assassination, adding thatIran should

Israeli occupation: Daughter

Martyred Major-General Qassem Soleimani’s

daughtersaidinaninterview with Lebanese
Al-Mayadin TV on Tuesday night thatboth
our people and the Palestinian resistance

should know that Martyr Soleimani’s

heritage prohibits giving permission to

the occupierZionistregime to continue its

occupation of Palestinians’lands.

Foreign Media
Monitoring
Desk, Zeinab
Soleimani
said, “My late
NEWS father was the

—m commander

of an armed force (the

notretreat fromthis mission even
ifittakes 100 years, because the
United States' terroristacthit
the Islamic nation very hard.
As to general Soleimani's
importanceasa central character,
who could help political figures
join hands, Leylaz said that the US
officials thoughtthey could bring Iran
toitskneesasaresultofimposing crippling

sanctions, butthey witnessed thatthe Iranians

would not succumb to the pressures; so, they decided to
assassinate general Soleimaniin a bid to push the Islamic
country towards a potential war or the negotiating table.

NEWS

Gen. Ghaani says enemy's

bones being crushed

Hailingtherole of General Soleimaniinresolving
regional crises and strengthening the Axis of
Resistance, IRGC Quds Force Commander said
thatthe bonesofthe enemy are being crushed
duetosuch strengthened resistance.Referring
tothe remarks of IRGC Quds Force Commander
Brigadier General Esmail Ghaaniin the closed
sessionoflran’s Parliamenton Wednesday, Iranian
Parliamentmember Ebrahim Rezaee said, “Inthe
first place General Ghaani stressed thatthe US
mustleave Iraqand theregion.”"In this meeting,
General Ghaani emphasized thatone oftheresults
and fruits of the commandership of Lt. General
Soleimaniinthe Quds Force was the strengthening
of the Resistance, and Ghaanialso stressed the
need totake revenge ontheassassination of Martyr
General Qassem Soleimani"”, the Iranian lawmaker
said."IRGC Quds Force Commander also spoke

Quds Force of Islamic
Revolution Guard Corps
- IRGCQF) one of those
ideals is the liberation
of Palestine from Israeli
occupation.

She said that the
Palestinian people’sideals
mattered very much for
Martyr Soleimani and
today we see how the
Palestinians’ might has
shattered the foundations
of the occupier regime
of Quds and terrified the
Israeliregime.

Martyr Soleimani’s
brave daughter said,
“My later father set the
foundations of resistance
inIraq, Syria, Palestine,
LebanonandeveninlIran
and by his continuous
support for all of them
he both continually and
effectively nurtured and
strengthened them.”
Zeinab Soleimaniadded:

Haj Qassem was a strong
military commander at
thebattlefields with broad
popularitybothinsideand
outsideIran. “Hewasvery
influentialand talented as
well,and yethehad avery
kind heartandIbelieve his
exemplary success was
verily due to hiskind and
lovingheart.

“My father was notmerely
a political and military
commander to issue
commands and tell his
forceswhattodoand what
nottodo,asheknewhow
to penetrate and rule in
people’shearts, including
the hearts of his own
forces,” sheadded.

She described his late
father’s relations with
the Lebanese Hezbollah
Leader Seyyed Hassan
Nasrallah as “abrotherly
love” and hislove for the
Supreme Leader of the

Islamic Revolution as “I
believe Ayatollah Seyyed
Ali Khameneiresembled
the artillery blood vein
of Martyr Qassem
Soleimani.”

“Haj Qassem’s entire life
was associated with high-
level threats,asanywhere
he wentlots of enemies
hadlaunched anambush
against him in advance.
Once two US fighter jets
tried to target the plane
carrying Haj Qassem and
his only bodyguard was
Martyr Reza Khorrami,”
added Zeinab Soleimani.
She said that Martyr
Soleimani was
simultaneously both
the commander and a
soldier atthe battlefields
and always welcomed
martyrdom. “One of the
reasons why Haj Qassem
strongly and mightily
entered Syria was his

strongbeliefthat Syria,
LebanonandIranarevery
closely interlinked and
that the borders of the
(Islamic) motherland are
threatened.”

Zeinab Soleimaniadded,
“My late father considered
(the Syrian President)
Bashar al-Assad a very
brave leader who cares
muchabouthispeopleand
lovesthemvery deeply.
“Haj Qassem used to say
that (President) Bashar
al-Assad stood strong
despite the entire threats
and mightily defended his
people and his country,”
shesaid,adding, “My late
father simultaneously
defended Syria and
Iran, and in his beliefs,
there was no difference
betweenthe people ofIran
and the Lebanese, Syrian,
Palestinian and Yemeni
people,” she concluded.

abouttheroleandinfluence of General Soleimaniin
resolvingregional crises suchasthe Syriacrisisand
supportingthe Axis of Resistancein Lebanon, Syria,
Palestine, and Iraq, stressing that today we owe
ourachievementsto Resistanceand that'swhy the
bonesofthe enemyarebeing crushed", Ebrahim
Rezaeealsoadded.

Spokesperson: Russian
Embezzlement Case
Unrelated to Iran

The spokesman for the [ranian administration
dismissed Russian media reports thata sum of
$1millionreportedly stolen by a Russian Foreign
Ministry official belongs to Iran.Speaking to
reportersatapress conference on Tuesday, Ali
Rabiee said the embezzlement caserelated toone
ofthe employees of the Russian Foreign Ministry
hasnothingto do with Iran.His comments came
after some Russian media outlets claimed around
$1 million of cash sentin two suitcases to Russia
by Iran had been stolen.“The money belonging to
one of the staff members of the Russian Foreign
Ministry isnotrelated to Iran. This money came
from the Russian government’s earningsin Iran,
and everything happened inside Russia,” Rabiee

said."As farasIknow, one of the staff members of

Sunniclericsays thought, assassination of

. . Gen Soleimani kept him
Gen Soleimani alive in history and further
symbolofsecul'ity strengthened great unity

A Sunni clericsayshe believes
that the way Lt General
Soleimani took to destroy ISIS
terrorism made Iran's security
well-known across the world
andregion.

Despite what the enemies

Wednesday.
Commander of

among millions of Iranians
and the Islamic Ummah, Hajj
Akhund Amangaldi Hanafi
told IRNAinaninterview on

Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps

(IRGC) Qods Force Lt General
Soleimaniwasassassinated by
the US terroristattack on his
motorcadeat Baghdad airport
onJanuary 3,2020.

reserves the right to take
revenge by proportionate

militaryaction,and willdoit. Revolution, headded.

Gen Soleimani did reveal the
arrogantpower'ssinister plans,
butalso strengthened unity
and solidarity among Muslims
worldwide, the clericnoted.

Aday afterthe assassination, Enemies of the Islamic ;
. . ) the caseare notrelated to Iran. The only relation
Iranian President Hassan Republichavealwaysresorted S
. . . toIran,as[said,isthatthe money comes from
Rouhani stressed that Iran to assassinate national

personalities in order to
damage the body of the

the Russian Foreign Ministry did this, and legal
proceedingstoreview the case have been going
oninRussian courts since lastyear.“Thisissue
completely falls within Russian laws and has
nothingto dowithIranandrelations betweenthe
two countries,”headded.“So, issues pertaining to

the consularrevenues ofthe Russian embassy in
Tehran. Neither doesthe moneybelongtoIran, nor
istheaccused personIranian,” he stressed.

Rouhani:
Soleimani a ‘national hero,
source of pride for all Muslims'

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said the martyred
Iranian commander, Lt. General Ghasem Soleimani, was a
rolemodel for both the Iranian nation and all the freedom-
seeking people of the world.

“General Soleimani not only was a national hero, butalso,
hewasthe source of pride forallregional countriesand the
whole Muslim Ummah,” Rouhani also said at the Cabinet
session on Wednesday, on the threshold of the martyrdom
anniversary of the top anti-terror commander, who was
assassinated by US terroristat Baghdad Airporton January
3.

The presidentpointed outthat “the assassination of Martyr
Soleimani was revenge againstthe Islamic Republicand all

Rouhani stressed that US President Donald
Trump and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo are
ontop ofthelistof perpetratorsinvolvedin the
heinous terrorattack, saying, “They did notwant
theISILterrorists’issue to end like this.”

“ISIL was amercenary of the Zionists and the
Americans. When they were hit, the [sraelites gave
themweapons wherevertheyneeded.”
He said, “The Zionists and the US, are the ones
who take advantage of turmoil and insecurity in
theregion.”"No one benefits from the insecurity of
Yemen, Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Afghanistan except
the Zionists.”
Rouhanisaid the enemies tried to eliminate the
number one manin the fightagainstterrorism, but
theymade him eternalin history.
“Theresistance continues to work with the same
enthusiasm and even more power.”

R

—

H e
said the end of Trump’s
eraisone ofthe effects of this shameful and stupid

act,adding, "In a few days, the ruling time of this savage
and crazy murderer will end and the whole history and his
regime will go to the dustbin ofhistory."

The president, addressing the perpetrators of the
assassination, said, “You cut offthe arms of our commander,
wewill cutoffyourlegfrom theregion.”

theindependentcountriesintheregion... Arevenge against
the greatnations thatstood againstthe US and Zionists’
conspiracies.”

beingcastand counted.”



Martyr Soleimani always on front lines of war: Nasrallah

Stating that Martyr Soleimani helped Lebanon alotin the 33-day war, Seyyed Hassan Nasrallah
said thathe was always on the frontlines ofthe war.

"Inthe 33-day war, Martyr Soleimani helped us alot. Iraqi commanders told us thathe was
always atthe forefront of the fightagainstISIL beside the Iragi and Syrian military forces," said
Secretary-General of the Lebanese Hezbollah Resistance Movementinan interview with Press
TV.

"Martyr Soleimani's presence in Lebanon in the first days of the war was very vital and

20000 Rials

important,"headded.Elsewherein hisremarks, Nasrallah pointed to his friendship with Martyr
Soleimani, saying, "One ofthe divine blessings that I received in my life was the acquaintance
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with Martyr Qasem Soleimani.l was always ready to sacrifice my life for Martyr Soleimani.""He
served Islam, Muslims, the Ummah and the Resistance more than anyone else," he stressed

Gen. Ghaani says hSE‘\#JAE
enemy's bones being s
cl-u she(l Iran
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participationofall countries
in the region to ensure
comprehensive stability
and security away from
aliens'interference, Zarif
pointed to some suspicious
and mischievous USmoves
intheregion, stressingthat
the responsibility of any
possible adventure would
fallonWashington.

Soleimani’s heritage prohibits continuation
of Israeli occupation: Daughter

US Reports Its First Known Case of New UK
COVID Variant

Amanin Colorado hasbecome the first known US case of the

newly identified strain of COVID19- circulating in the UK.

The new variantis thoughtto be more contagious than other,

established variants and has prompted some countries to

restricttravel from the UK.

The Colorado man who contracted the new
variant, called B.1.1.7,isin his 20s,and had no
travel history,according to the state’s health
department.Inastatement, GovernorJared
Polis said thathealth officials are conducting
aninvestigationinto howthe man mighthave
contracted the virus, while he recoversin
isolation, The Guardianreported.

Although the newvarianthad notbeen found
inthe US until now, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention noted thatit was
likely already circulating through the country.
The agency said while the new variant has
notbeenidentified through sequencing
efforts “labshave only 51,000 ofthe 17m US
cases” —and the variant mightnothavebeen
picked up.

“Ongoingtravel between the United Kingdom
and the United States, as well as the high
prevalence of this variantamong current
UK infections, increase the likelihood of
importation,” the CDC said in a statement.
“Given the small fraction of US infections
thathave been sequenced, the variant could
alreadybein the United States withouthaving
beendetected.”

The new variant has also recently been
detectedinatleast 17 countries, including
South Korea, Spain, Australiaand Canada.On
Christmas Day, the CDCissued new guidelines
fortravelers from the UK, requiring proofofa
negative COVID-19 test.

Thatthe Colorado man who tested positive
for the new variant has no travel history
is significantin thatit suggests the new
variant is already spreading through
US communities, said Carlos del Rio, an
infectious disease expertat Emory University,
inatweet.

“Thereis alotwe don’t know about this

new COVID-19 variant, butscientistsinthe
United Kingdom are warning the world that
itis significantly more contagious,” Polis said
inastatement. “We are working to prevent
spread and contain the virusatalllevels.”
Experts say that the coronavirus vaccines
currently being distributed are likely to
stillwork to protect people againstthe new
variant. Scientists believe thatalthoughitis
more contagious, itdoes not cause amore
severeillnessthan otherestablished variants.
Researchis still ongoing, however, and it
remains uncertain whetherthe newvariant
isactually moretransmissible due toagenetic
advantage, or whetheritissimply spreading
sowidely dueto fluke super spreader events.
Areportfrom Public Health England found
thatthe newvariantwasnotlinked to higher
ratesofhospitalization or death.

New variants of the coronavirus have been
seenalmostsince the virus was firstdetected
in Chinanearlyayearago.Itis common for
viruses toundergo minor changes as they
reproduce and move through apopulation.
The US, unlike the UK, has not broadly
and consistently been tracking genomic
sequences of COVID-19 infections and
hasalessrobustprocess for tracking viral
mutations.

“The factthat Colorado has detected this
variantfirstinthenationisatestamenttothe
sophistication of Colorado’sresponse,” said
Jill Hunsaker Ryan, the executive director
ofthe state’s public health department, in
astatement. “We are currently usingall the
toolsavailable to protect publichealth and
mitigate the spread of thisvariant.”

The US hasrecorded more than 19.46m
cases of the coronavirus, more than any
other country. Even as health workers,
elderly people and other Americans start
receiving their first doses of coronavirus
vaccines developed by Moderna and Pfizer,
the countryhasfounditselfbattlingamassive
surge of cases. In some parts of the country,
including Los Angeles, hospitals have found
themselves overwhelmed, forced to turn
away ambulances.

Iranian vaccine, national pride

"Iran" newspaper hasinits Wednesday editorial focused on

revailingtalks onthe pr ion of Iranian Coronavir in . .
RIS opte (Redos fTiablahil olon IV SyAeo g othervaccineintheworlditneedstocomplete

the various stages of thisimportant phase.
Butitmustdefinitely answerthelevel of our

thatis confirmed by concerned officials and was successfully

tested onhumanbeings on Tuesday, Dec 29.

Inthe editorial by Farid Najafi, Deputy Health
Minister for Researchand Technology,weread:
"Achieving thisimportantphase of vaccine
productionisnational pride, keepingin mind
thatIran, too,along with the international
efforts, hasreached phase one ofthe human
testingof Covid 19vaccine, whichisasignificant
pointthatourdear citizens should know.

Our country has along record of vaccine
production, and forinstance, the Pasture
Institute of Iran and Razi Research Institute
eachhavelongrecordsfortrustworthyvaccine
production formany decades, contributingto
betterhealth conditions forourpeople.
Production of such vaccines as the polio
vaccine, measlesvaccine,and tuberculosis
vaccineallinside our country proves ourgood
record forvaccine production, although the
new discussion on Covid 19 vaccine, thatis
quiteanew categoryandis of greatsignificance
andakind ofmovealongwith theinternational
caravanofsciencesand health technology.

At any rate, ever since the spread of the
Coronavirus pandemic in most counties
around the globe numerous countriesbegan
their own vaccineresearch worksand some
have also begun the production phase. The
Iranianbiological researchers, too have now
proved their outstanding capabilitiesin the
production of thisnew vaccine, as they had
alreadyproveditthoroughlyinthe production
of othervaccinesand high-techmedicinesin
thepast.

Alargegroup ofourcitizensvolunteered totake
partinthe human testing process following
thatsuccessand therelated research hasthus
reacheditsfinal phase. Thankstoourlongand
brightrecordinvaccine productionbased on
hightechnologythisjob’ssuccessisguaranteed
aswehaveachieved mastershipinthekilled-
virus type of vaccine production, and thatis
whatlcallnational pride.
Theveryimportantpointis thatthisvaccine
isinits human testing phase, and like any

expectations from ourrenownedresearchers
athis phase. After stage one of the human
testing problem solving with the vaccine’s
deficiencies, including makingitimmune
begins.
Of course, the immunity of the vaccine has
already been worked on before the human
testingphase, butweneed toreach the mental
readiness forthevaccinealongwith theworld
and ourscientistsmusteliminate the faults.
Yet, our researchers and scientist are
simultaneously working on other vaccines
based onappropriate proposed technologies,
whicharesstill not surveyed in the Medical
Ethics Committee ofthe Health Ministry,butthe
survey phase oftheminthe Foodand Medicine
Organizationisin processand phase one of
thosevaccines’ human testing, too, willsoon
bereached.
AsfarasIknow,inthe case of someIranian
vaccines, phasesone and two of the human
testing are combined to save time under
the emergency conditions that we are
experiencing, which makes the production
phaseachievementalotfaster.
We should naturally expectand know that
there will be problems and maybe even
difficultiesin the public vaccination phase,
justasthe Pfizer Coronavirus vaccineand
thoseofthe otherinternationally famouslarge
companiesall faced such problems. Butthe
vaccine productionisaseriousissueand this
capability atthe optimum level existsinIran
and the problems will be surveyed, spotted
andresolved.We need to pursue two different
approaches: weneed Iranianvaccinesand we
alsoneed toimportenough good vaccines,
whicharethetwoimportantthingsthatmost
countriesintheworlddo.
Inotherwords, many countriesare producing
thevaccine, butsimultaneouslyare tryingto
usethe capabilities of the foreign countriesas
well. Thatisbecause thevolume oftheneeded
vaccineisveryhighanditisnecessarytopursue
bothstrategiestosolethe pandemic problem.”
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