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addingthat Health Ministry and Central Bank of
Iran have spared no efforts for providing vaccine.
Addressing the cabinet ministers meeting on
Wednesday, Rouhani congratulated birthday
anniversary of Jesus Christ (PBUH), saying
the Holy Prophet was the messenger of peace,
friendship and kindness.Elaborating on the
people's cooperation with the Government,
President Rouhanisaid thatdespite pressures
created by the US sanctions and economic war
aswell as coronavirus, "we observed harmony
of people with their government."He gave
explanation aboutthe nextyear’sbudgetplan,
sayingthatthe budgetplan hasbeendrawnup
giving priority to the economicdevelopment.
Reacting to some media concerns over
coronavirusinIran, Rouhanisaid thatthereisno
concerninthisregard and Iran hastaken more
positive movements.He said thatoverthelastfew
weeks, the third wave of COVID19 was controlled
and death tollreduced 50%.Elsewherein his
remarks, President Rouhani hailed progressin
medical equipment, knowledge-based firms,
pharmaceutical sector and training professors,
experts and nurses. Sanctions were the
fruitof Zionists and hardliners in the United
States, he said adding that Saddam imposed
military war and Trump imposed "economic
war" against people.During the imposed war,
Iranians were united and defeated Saddam,
Rouhanisaid stressing that Trump’s fate will
alsobethe same asthatof Saddam.Referring
to US failure in against Iran with a variety of
attempts with the international bodies, he said
the US Administration gotisolated.President
Rouhani said that Iran was satisfied with
cessation ofhostility on Karabakh between the
twoneighboring states of Iran -- Azerbaijanand
Armenian Republics when the occupation of
Karabakh ended.Rouhaniexpressed pleasure
withinauguration of Khaf-Heratrailway, saying
Iran was connected to Afghanistan through
railway forthe firsttime.

China Rejoins Iran Gas
Drilling Operationin
South Pars Site: Report

Chinahasrejoined Iranindrilling for natural
gas at a major gas field in the Persian Gulf
afterleavingthe field two years ago under US
pressure, areportsaid.“Iran and China last
week started drilling operationsin Phase 11 of
Iran's supergiant South Pars natural gas field
officially,” the report carried by oilprice.com
said on Tuesday.Developmentworkin the field
cametoanindefinite haltin 2018 when France’s
energy giant Total announced itwould withdraw
from the project over difficulties of working
underan Americanregime of sanctions on Iran.
China’s CNPC, the second-largest stakeholder
inthe developmentproject,also withdrew later
under similar excuses.Thatforced Iran to award
the entire projectto the minority shareholder
Petropars,amajor Iranian energy company with
years of experiencein oiland gas development
projects.South Parsis the world'slargest gas
field, coveringanareaof3,700 squarekilometers
ofIran'sterritorial waters.
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Gov'tsafeguards nation’s rights in joint
oil, gasresources

Boostin the capacity of extracting oil and

gas from Iran’s joint resources with its

neighboring countries is among the high

priorities of the governmentin line with

safeguarding the Iranian nation’s rights,

which are already fulfilled in many such

fields.
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Thejoint oil and
gas fields had
until afew years
ago been a big
concern for the
Iranian officials
and evenalargenumber
ofthelranians.

Due to the past few
decades’ anti-Iran
sanctions, these huge
energy resorts that
are located near the
southern and western
Iranian borders were
either left unused or
functioning at a very
low production capacity
than expected.
This had led to
encouraging of Iran’s
neighboring countries
to take maximum
advantage of theirjoint
oil and gas fields with
Iran.

Ever since President
Hassan Rouhani took
charge ofthe Petroleum
Ministry to make
tremendous efforts
to block the path for
making morelosseson
Iran’sjointoil and gas
fieldswithitsneighbors.
The norm for use of
such fieldsinthe world
istakingequal shares of
thembyallsides,butthe
situation for Iran was
quite unjust.
* Safeguarding oil
rights by strengthening
private sectors

Iran has a number
of shared oil and gas
fields with Iraq, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, the UAE,
and Turkmenistan.

Thelargestofthemis
located onthe westside
of Iran’s border river
with Iraq, the Karun
River, as well as the
South Parsoil and gas
field.

Iranand Iraq havelots
of shared oil fields, but
in terms of extracting
from them, they have
notpursuedreciprocal
cooperation or a
harmonizedjointpolicy.
Of course, until recent
years, many of Iran’s
jointoil and gas fields
were commissioned
to foreign contractors,
whose projects were
generallynotcompleted
duetosanctions.

For instance,in 2014
about 200 oilrigs were
scheduled tobe dugin
Phase One of Azadegan
Oil Field but on the
pretextofthe sanctions,
only seven of them
reachedthe production
phase, according to
reports.

Parallel with increased
instability in Iraq which
led the countrytoinvite
anumber oflarge multi-
national companies to
develop those fields,
Iraq’s oil extraction
from those fields made
aheavylossonlIran.
Therefore, a
comprehensive project
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Tehran, Baku
agree tobuild
power plantat
Khodaafarin
Dam

Iranian energy minister
announced thatIran and the

"One of the major projects
thatits executive operations
started about 20 yearsagowas
the Khodaafarin Dam on the
Aras Riverborder," said Reza
Ardakanian on Wednesday on

onfull developmentand
use of those oil fields
were devised and soon

implemented.
The joint South
Azadegan Oil field

located in the Iran-
Iraq border is 80 km
of the southeast of
the southwestern
Iranian city of Ahvazin
Khuzestan province.
The estimated volume
of the extractable oil
resource in Azadegan
OilFieldisaround 605
billion barrels, which
even based on the
current $40 perbarrel,
amountstoahuge sum,
indicates the great
economicsignificance
ofthatjointfield.

Iran was extracting
only 70,000 barrels
per day (bpd) which
was drastically less
than Iraq’s extraction
from that field;
therefore, boosting
Iran’s extraction from
Azadegan Oil Field
became of urgent
propriety forthe Iranian
officials.

* Iran’s extraction
exceeds Qatar’sin South
ParsField

The other most
important field in the
focus of attention of the
Iranian governmentis
the South Pars Oil Field-

ajointfield with Qatar.
This is the largest
proved gas field in the
world, with 14bn cubic
metersofnatural gas.
Untiltheyear2013,Iran
hadonly 110 oilrigsin
that field, while Qatar
had over400.

From then up to
2017, very special
attention was paid
to development and
extraction from that
field.

And this attention led
to effortsto extract570
million cubic meters
eachdayin 2017 that
left Qatar with its 560
million cubic meters'’
extractionbehind.

It should be noted
that Qatar had been
extracting the same
volume for eightyears
tillthatdate.

Making the
development of
the South Pars and
achieving success in
that region became
possible thanks to the
completion ofphases 17
to 21 ofthatmacroscale
projectintheyear2017.
Up to that year, the
completion of other
phases of that gas
field had enabled Iran
to extract 610 million
cubicmeters of gas per
day.

thesidelines of cabinetsession.
"This dam isimportant and
canregulate about 1.6bn cubic
meters of water throughout
the year," he added, saying,
"In addition to irrigating
agricultural
hydropower plants with a
total capacity of 280 MW can

land, two

Azerbaijan Republicagreed 8enerate ellectricity."
tobuildahydroelectricpower Aradakanian noted,. An
plantattheKhodaafarinDam. agreement was signed

between the government
of Iran and the Republic of
Azerbaijan four years ago
to complete the dam and it
was approved by Iranian
Parliamentaswell."
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What's News

Russian official
hails'Tehran-
Moscowoil
cooperation
Director of Moscow-
based Center for Energy
and Security Studies
Anton Khlopkov said
on Wednesday thatthe
RussianFederation gives
importance to Tehran-
Moscowtiesinoil,gasand
refineryfields.
Speaking to IRNA,
Khlopkovsaid thatRussia
attachesimportance to
cooperation with Iran
in oil, gas and nuclear
energy.

He described Iran and
Russiaastwo oil giants
and lauded Iranian oil
Minister BijanZanganeh
visitto Moscow.

Iran is an important
member of OPEC and
Russiahasalsohasgood
cooperation with OPEC
plus, so negotiations
between two countries
on situation of global
market and other
producers is  of
importance.
Askedaboutthe meeting
between Zanganeh and
Deputy Prime Minister
of Russia Alexander
Novak, he said that
Novak had stated
that Russia is keen on
reinforcingconvergence
and developing more
cooperationwithIranin
allfields.
Moscowisinterestedin
maintaining cooperation
with Tehran withregard
to developing oil and
gas fields and taking
advantage of Russian
technologies.
Referring to Russian
companies’ cooperation
inbuildingphase2and 3
of Bushehrnuclearplant,
hesaid therearevarious
grounds for cooperation
betweentwo countries.
Elsewhereinhisremarks,
Khlopkovsaid that the
USunilateral sanctions
are the main issue for
bothsides cooperation,
adding that two
countriesshould expand
energy cooperation
by bypassing these
sanctionsand thwarting
the effects of the illegal
actions.

In Moscow, Zangeneh
held talks with Russian
Minister of Energy
Nikolai Shulginov,
Deputy Prime Minister
Alexander Novak and
other oil officialsin the
hostcountry.

Attheend ofhis Moscow
visit,Zangenehtold IRNA
that his negotiations
in Russia focused on
stability inthe global oil
market.



Thursday ,December 24 , 2020, No. 678

ISFAHAN
NEWS

RussiaNot
Expecting
'Anything
Good' from
Biden

Administration
Russian Deputy
Foreign Minister
Sergei Ryabkov said
Wednesday Moscow
was not expecting
"anything good" from
US President-elect
Joe Biden, accusing
members of his future
administration of
"Russophobia".

"We are definitely not
expecting anything
good. And it would
be strange to expect
good things from
people, many of whom
made their careers
on Russophobia and
throwing mud at my
country," Ryabkovsaid
in an interview with
newsagency Interfax.
The interview was
released days after the
USaccused Russiaofa
major cyber attack on
governmentagencies.
Biden on Tuesday
said the attack cannot
go "unanswered",
promising toretaliate
once he takes office on
January 20.
Ryabkov said Moscow
should move to a
"total containment”
approachinrelations
with the United States,
retaining "selective
dialogue" on subjects
thatare ofinterestto
Russia, AFP reported.
The deputy foreign
minister said that
Russia would not
initiate any contacts
with Biden's
transition staff,
and would also not
make any "unilateral
concessions".
Headded thatifthe US
continued approaching
Russia asa "strategic
rival" then Moscow
would "treatthemina
similarway".
Referring to fresh US
sanctions imposed
earlier thisweekon 45
Russian organizations
over their military
connections, Ryabkov
said the outgoing
administration was
trying to "loudly slam
thedoor".

"We are going from bad
toworse. Thiswasvery
typical for the pastfour
years and so far there
isno feeling that this
trend has outlived its
usefulness," Ryabkov
said.

Iran Ready to Help Permanent
Settlement of Karabakh Dispute

The chiefofstaffofthe Iranian presidentvoiced Tehran’s
readiness to help resolve the conflicts between the
Republicof Azerbaijan and Armenia over the Nagorno-
Karabakhregion once and forall.

Inameeting with Azerbaijan’s Deputy Prime Minister
Shahin Mustafayev, held in Tehran on Tuesday,
Mahmoud Vaezi hailed an end to arecent flare-up of
military clashes between Baku and Yerevan.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran is prepared to help
resolve the conflictbetween the two neighboring states

permanently and decisively,” he added.

Iran maintains that disputes between the neighbors
mustberesolved through negotiations, as war would
neverreplace political solutions, Vaeziadded.

For his part, Mustafayevlauded Iran for its policies on
the Karabakh dispute and for supporting Azerbaijan’s
territorial integrity.

He also hailed Iran asamajor country and a brotherly
neighbor of Azerbaijan, saying his country holds
strategicrelations with the Islamic Republic.
Lastmonth, Armeniaand Azerbaijan signed a ceasefire
agreementto end the war in Nagorno-Karabakh after
weeks of conflict thatre-erupted in late September,

Biden’s win changes dynamics of outcome of

Iran nextelection; U.S Professor

An Assistant Professor of Political Science
believes thatthere is competition for foreign
policy perspectives amongthe elitesin Iran

too, and public pressure to change or to

negotiate does not benefit the groups who

have become more powerfulin Iran under

Trump’s government.

becomingthe worstfightingin
theregionindecades.
Under the agreement,
Yerevan and Baku agreed
on November 9 to end
hostilitiesundera Moscow-
brokered deal thatsecured
territorial advances for
Azerbaijan in Karabakh and
sevensurrounding districts.
Nagorno-Karabakh is internationally
recognized as partof Azerbaijan buthasbeen populated
by ethnic Armenians.

NEWS

'If Yemen's siege not lifted,
SA's ports not to be safe'

Foreign Minister ofthe Yemeni National Salvation
Governmentstrongly criticized the seizure of
Yemeni ships carrying oil products by the Saudi
coalition.

"Continued seizure of Yemeni ships carrying oil
productsisa collective punishment for Yemenis,"
said Hisham Sharaf.

Q:Donald Trump
has insisted he
isnotconceding
the US election,
despite seemingly

o acknowledging

from the
beginning that Democrat
Joe Biden won. Why was
the result of the 2020
presidential election so
shocking?
A: It was closer than I
thoughtitwouldbe.ltwasn't
surprising that Biden won,
butthisisgenerally unusual.
Most often the incumbent
presidenthasanadvantage.
There wasawide segment
ofthe American population
thatneverreally accepted
Trump as President, so it
mightbeabitofasurprise
that the results were
relatively close although
Biden clearlywon.
Q: WhatwillaBiden herald
administration for Iran?
A: American foreign policy
will certainly change. Itis
an important moment or
opportunity for Iran. As
you know, people in Iran
arenotofonemind, butthe
hardlinersand conservatives
whoare tappedinto Iran’s
“resistance economy” are
abletomaintainthemselves
and evenbenefitwhile most
of the rest of the people
suffer under sanctions.
When someonelike Trump
istheleader of the United
States, not only does he
weaken the United States
anditsability tohave strong
foreignrelationsand policy,
he supports the image of
the “Great Satan” that the
hardliners want to use to
justify keepinglIranisolated.
When there areleadersin
the European countries
and the United States that
wanttohave goodrelations

RSy

withIran, thisputs pressure
on the conservatives and
principaliststo change,and
itprovidesmomentumtothe
reformersand pragmatists.
There is competition for
foreign policy perspectives
among the elites in Iran
too,and public pressureto
change ortonegotiate does
notbenefitthe groups who
havebecome more powerful
in Iran under Trump'’s
government.

So,yes, thisisimportantfor
Iran, butldon’tknow what
thegovernment (dowlat) or
theregime (nezam) will do.
Iranwillalsohaveanelection
nextyear,and Biden’s win
changes the dynamics of
thatoutcome. Conservatives
would have benefited if
Trump would have stayed
in office, butnowitopens
the door foramoderate or
pragmaticcandidate.
Itisclear,onthe United States
sidethatBiden wantsto try
to work with Iran again,
butIdon’tknow what the
leaders of “nezam” and
“dowlat” want.In general,
the people want the
removal of sanctions, and
thegovernmentinIranfeels
thispressure, butthiskind of
changeisnotforthebenefit
ofeveryoneatthetop ofthe
[slamicRepublic.

Q: Many Iranian believe
US elections will have a
bigimpactonIran.Doyou
believethesame?
A:Thisisthebig question.
Leaders in Iran, both
the government and the

Supreme Leader;have shown
flexibility and pragmatism,
buttheyalso have differing
interests.IthinkmanyinIran,
evenamongpoliticians,want
Irantore-enternegotiations
to reduce sanctions, but
they don’twantthe kind of
agreement that does not
provideclearandimmediate
sanctionsrelief. [twould be
verybeneficial to everyone
ifsanctions werelifted and
economic markets were
substantially open for Iran
andanagreementwasmade
aboutnucleardevelopment
and some of the other
internationalactivities. The
IslamicRepublichasshown
thatitcan workwith others
in the past (to everyone’s
benefit),sothereisnoreason
why they couldn’t consider
thisnow.

Q: Whatisthestatusofthe
[rannuclearagreement?

A: 1think they will try to,
butldon’tknow ifitwillbe
successful ornot. President-
elect Biden has clearly
indicated his interest in
doingso,and I'm confident
that he is serious, but he
won'’t be able to accept a
weakeragreementthanthe
previousone. There would
be too much pressure on
himifhe gaveIrananeven
better deal. What should
happenisthatsome ofthe
promises of the previous
deal need to be realized
more quicklyonlran’sside.
Evenwhen sanctions were
reduced, trade did thatwas
allowed under the deal did

eventhe price of chickenand eggto the FATF disputes.

notresume very promptly.
Iimagine thatboth groups
would try toresolve thisif
possible. Domesticpolitics
inboth countries could cause
some trouble in the deal
beingreached.
Q:WhylIranandtheU.S.are
atanimpasse and how to
reduceit?

A:lItsoundslike I'mjoking,
butI'mnot:top-levelleaders
on both sides, including
presidents,should spend a
week togetherin the Swiss
mountains talking and
listeningtoeachother. Maybe
theywould understand each
otherbetter.

Q: How the US-Saudi
relationship could changein
theBidenera?

A: This is a very good
question. While the US
has maintained its close
partnership, there have
beenmanyissues straining
the relationship over the
years.Some ofthoseissues
were glossed over under
the Trump administration,
butissuesremain. Bidenis
unlikely tobe quickto make
a drastic change in any
relationship. Theconcernfor
IranmightbeaSaudi-Israel
allianceinthe future. Iran
might want to work things
out with America before
Saudi Arabia and Israel
becometoo close. Clearly,
both countrieshave tried to
keep the United States from
negotiating ornormalizing
relationswithIran.

"Saudi Arabiais preventing ships carrying oil
products from entering Yemen, indicating thatitis
byno means seekingan end to the war," headded.
Sharafnoted, "Despite the fact that Saudi Arabia
anditsalliesin Yemenare takinga humanrights
stance and supporting humanitarian actions,
we see that they are preventing the entry of
shipscarryingoil productsinto Yemen,"adding,
"Undoubtedly, the ports of Saudi Arabia will not
besafeifthis situation continues."
Earlier, the Ansarallah movementreacted to Saudi
Arabia's move to seize ships carrying Yemeni
oil products by the Saudi coalition, and strongly
condemned the move.
The United Nations is a partner of the Saudi
coalitionin continuing to seize ships carryingoil
productsand causingahumanitarian catastrophe
inthe country, the movementsaid.
Pelosi says she will pull
Trump out of W. House by his
hair

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, reportedly
suggested over the weekend that she plans to
make sure President Trump leaves the Oval Office
even by pullinghim outby his hair.
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., suggested
thatshe plans to make sure Trump leaves the
Oval Office one way or another, ashe continues to
suggestthe 2020 election was won unfairly by his
opponent]joe Biden, Fox Newsreported.
As Pelosi engagedin discussions with other
congressional leaders to hammer outboth a
coronavirusreliefbilland aspending package to
fund the US government, the California Democrat
told her team thatshe could notwaituntil Trump’s
termhad ended.
"I'm countingdown the hours ‘tilhe’s gone," Pelosi
told herleadership team over the weekend, as
reported by Politico.
"Iplanto pull him out of there by his hair, hislittle
hands, and his feet."
A spokesperson for Pelosi did not return Fox
News’ request for comment.
This is while in a tweet on Saturday, the US
President called for his supportersto participate
inabigprotestin Washington D.C.onJanuary 6th
andbe'Wild' there.
"Peter Navarroreleases 36-page reportalleging
election fraud 'more than sufficient' to swing
victory to Trump https://washex.am/3nwaBCe,"
hetweeted.
Trump has also told some advisers that he will
refuse toleave the White House on Inauguration
Day, only to be walked down from thatledge.

Iranian Official: COVID-19
Vaccine Purchase Unrelated
to FATYF Blacklisting

Amember oflran’s Expediency Council dismissed the
notion thattherestrictionsimposed by the Financial Action
Task Force have blocked Tehran’s purchase of vaccine for
the coronavirus.

The FATF restrictions donotapply to humanitarianitems,
Expediency Councilmember Mohammad Javad Iravani said
aftertherecentcritical remarks from the administration’s
spokesperson who has attributed the failure to purchase
the coronavirus vaccine to the limitations caused by the
FATF.

Iravani criticized those who rush to use the FATF
blacklisting as a tool, saying they are not unlikely to link

At a press conference on Tuesday, administration
spokesman Ali Rabiee said the transaction of money for
purchasingthe coronavirus vaccine fromabroad hasbeen
impededbecause Iranhasnotjoined the FATFE.

Rabiee said the factthat Tehranisnota FATF memberand
hasbeenblacklisted by the international task force hashad
majornegative impacts on financial transactionsand fund
supplies, even when the sanctionsare notthereal problem.
The FATF voted on February 21 tokeep Iran onits blacklist
for whatitsaid failing to comply with international anti-
terrorism financing norms.

In October 2019, Iran’s parliamentapproved four bills put
forward by the government to meetstandards setby the
FATF.

Only two of them have so far gone into effectand the fate of
the two othersis stillinlimbo.

Earlier

this month, Leader of the Islamic

Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei hasapproved

theadministration’s proposal for the extension ofa process

thatauthorizes the Expediency Council to review the
remainingbillsregarding the FATF requirements.



Trump's fate not to be better than Saddam: Rouhani

Iranian President Hassan Rouhanisaid that the fate of US President Donald Trump willnotbe
better than Saddam Hussein."We had two crazy creatures in history who imposed war on the
people; One was Saddam and the other was Trump," said Rouhani on the cabinet session on
Wednesday."Saddam imposed military warand Trumpimposed economicwaronus," headded.
Referring to the Iran-Iraq war, Rouhani said, "We were united during the war and defeated
Saddam. We also witnessed the day when thatmadman was executed.""The fate of Trump will
notbebetter than Saddam," he highlighted. Iranian Presidentalso pointed to the resistance of

20000 Rials

Thursday ,December 24 , 2020,
No. 678

isolated.

y s " o
Iranian Official: hsinﬂlng
COVIDI19-Vaccine v
Purchase Unrelated o
to FATF Blacklisting  Iranstopsdirect

“é flights to UK fearing
Biden’s winchanges mutated coronavirus
dynamics of outcome Iran's Deputy Health

of Iran nextelection;

Minister Iraj Harirchi said

U.S Professor on Wednesday that Iran has
halted direct flights to the UK

B to prevent the breakout of

China Rejoins mutated coronavirus version
Iran Gas Drilling which is rapidly spreading
Operationin South there.Harirchi told that
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Morning call to prayer:

several countries, including
Europeans, have prohibited
directandindirectflightstoand
fromthe UKtopreventthe new
COVID-19.Headdedthatsome
countrieshave evenprohibited

05:36:26 . :

| all foreign travels fearing the
Noon callto prayer: spread of the new version of
12:03:08 the COVID19.The official went

Evening call to prayer:

17:22:38

WEATHER
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on to stress that no cases of
thenew COVID-19 have been
detectedinIran.He said that
theindirect passengers from
the UK are examined and will
be quarantined for 14 daysif
found contaminated.Harirchi
addedthatall the passengers
entering [ranbefore the UK's
announcement have been
screened and will be tested if
needbe.

Iranian people againstthe economicsanctions, saying, "We did notlet this economic warreach
its goal.""As the Leader said, we mustreduce and eliminate the effect of sanctions," Rouhani
noted.Referring to the US defeatin international forums againstIran, he said, "They were

President gives assurance about
providing COVIDI19-vaccine

Americans Bought Estimated 21mln Gunsin
2020 amid Culture of ' Panic’

New datarevealed that Americans have bought an estimated

21million gunsso farin 2020 as an unprecedented political and

social climate sends gunretail rocketing.

ABCNewsreported the figures from an FBI
background checkby The Trace, noting they
marka 73 per centincrease on the same
periodlastyear.

The surge comesasthe nationfaced ayear
of unprecedented social and political unrest
inthe form of the coronavirus pandemic,
economic recession, civil unrest, and a
divisive US presidential election.

"When COVID initially hit the streetsin the
United States of America, business really
started to take off," said Brandon Wexler,
owner of Wex Gunworks in Delray Beach,
Florida told the outlet, The Independent
reported.

"Almost, as faras an analogy, (like) prepping
forahurricaneinSouth Florida."

Gun policy has long been a contentious
issueacrossthe US,and continued political
division across the country has seemingly
onlydeepened fracturesand stoked residents’
fears.

“I'venever owned a gun.I've never wanted a
gun.l'veneverhadaguninmyhome,”recent
first-time gun owner and Florida mother of
three Trish Beaudettold ABC News.

"Itreally bothers me when I watched things
onthe news, when you talk about the riots,
and the looting, and the violence that's
happening," Beaudetsaid.

"Pullinga gunisthelastthinglever wantto
do,butIwantto knowthatifIneedto protect
myself, my family, my, you know, my children,
thatlcandothat."

Across the year, the US saw 42,067 gun
deaths as of 21 December, with 38,327
peopleinjured,accordingto the Gun Violence
Archive.

Effortsinrecentyears to halt gun violence
through intensified gun-control measures
have faced significantroadblocks due to the

polarizing nature of the discussion on both
sides.

The issue has also been forced to take a
backseatduringthisyear'selectionalongside
other high-profile policy asaresult of the
ongoing coronavirus pandemic.
USDemocratic President-electJoe Biden has
vowed sweeping new restrictions on gunsas
soonas he takes office on 20 January,amove
some experts say has only driven sales higher.
"Idon'tknow whattheselaws will be passed,
butthat's got people (thinking) to '"buy my
gunnow or I'mnotgoingtobe able to getit
again," Robert Boyce,aretired NYPD chiefof
detectivestold ABCNews.

Biden’'sagenda on gun control calls for a
renewed ban on AR-style rifles, universal
background checks, restrictions on high-
capacity magazines,and afederal red-flaglaw
designed to preventpeopleatriskofharming
themselves or others from purchasing a
firearm.

"Itis generally true that when we have a
presidentcoming fromthe Democratic Party
that we see higher firearms demand, and
associated sales are primarily stimulated
by the fear that there may be federal
legislation pushed through," Jurgen Brauer,
chiefeconomistat Small Arms Analytics,
a nonpartisan research group, told the
broadcaster.

Robyn Thomas, executive director of the
Giffords Law Center, described the reaction
asanillustration of "panic” which he said is
being fuelled by the gun industry, and the
National Rifle Association, and the Trump
administration.

Bria Smith, a student leader with March
for Our Lives, a movement calling for
action on gunviolence in the wake of the
Parkland shootingin 2018, said she believed
gun culture has been “romanticized” in
the country."l mean, we had our president
willingly say onapublicdebate stage to the
Proud Boysto 'stand by and stand back," she
said."Whenyoulookatthebigger picture, it's
making sure thatyou have an administration
thatcaresforyousetinplacefirst."

Trump pardons 15 people, including Blackwater

guards

The US president Trump on Wednesday morning ordered the

pardonof 15 people, including several close to the Republican

Party, four US soldiers convicted of killing Iraqi civilians and

Blackwater Company's guards.

In an audacious pre-Christmas round
of pardons, President Trump granted
clemency on Tuesday to two people who
pleaded guilty in the special counsel’s
Russia inquiry, four Blackwater guards
convicted in connection with the killing of
Iraqi civilians and three former Republican
members of Congress.

One of the mostnotable pardons went to
George Papadopoulos, who was a foreign
policy adviserto Trump’s 2016 campaign
and who pleaded guiltyin 2017 to making
false statements to federal officialsas part
oftheinvestigation by the special counsel,
RobertS. MuellerIIL

Alexvan der Zwaan, alawyer who pleaded
guilty to the same charge in 2018 in
connection with the special counsel’s
inquiry, was also pardoned. Both he

and Papadopoulos served short prison
sentences, New York Timesreported.
Healso orderedthe pardon of four American
soldiers from the Blackwater Company who
hadbeen convicted ofkilling Iraqi civilians.
The US president also rejected a
congressional plan to help those affected
by the coronavirus and called for its
amendment.

The New York Times previously reported
that Trump had put his family members on
hisamnesty listfor fear ofbeingtargeted by
USPresident-elect]oe Biden.

Trump has already pardoned his first
national security adviser, Lt. Gen. Michael T.
Flynn, who pleaded guilty twice to charges
includinglying to the F.B.I.in connection
with the Russiainquiry.InJuly, the president
commuted the sentence of Roger].Stone]r.,
hislongtime adviser whowas convicted ona
seriesof chargesrelated to the investigation.
Both men have maintained theirinnocence.
However, under US law, pardoning these
individuals, and even Trump himself, only
protects them from being prosecuted for
federal crimes, and state courts canstill try
toprosecute them.

'Irannot worried about V\Thile theUSclaimsthe dispatching

. . aims to ensure the security of the
USS Georgla enteﬂng Persian Gulf“Thisisnotthefirsttime
Persian Gulf' thatsuchmilitaryactivitieshappen,

Anlranianlawmakersays Tehranis
notworried aboutthedispatching
ofthe USS Georgia submarine to
the Persian Gulfasthe countryis
ableto targetthe vessel.“Iranian
forces are able to catch the US’
atomic submarines and Tehran
isnotworried about US military
activitiesinthe Persian Gulfwaters,”
Seyyed Amir-Hossein Ghazizadeh
Hashemi, FirstDeputy Speakerofthe
Iranian Parliament, told ArabicRT on
Tuesday.Theremarkscomeasafleet
of USNavy ships, including the USS
Georgia, hasentered the Persian Gulf

saidthe MP, adding, “USand UKhave
created basesin Persian Gulflittoral
states and everywhere thatthese
two countries are present means
Israel hasinfiltrated there.”“These
basesarebeingruninthenameofUS
and UKbutofficially are controlled
by Israel and naturally, we do not
recognize Israelasastatebutasa
partof US’sidentity in West Asia.
Sothese [developments] are not
new and we donotconsider them
serious.”“USand Israel failedtodo
anythingagainstuswhenwehadnot
therequired tools and technology

forencountering them butwe are
notwellequipped,” he said. “Aswe
were able to down the American
dronelastyear, we are capable of
catching American wales easily
fromthe depth ofthe Persian Gulf
usingafishingnet. Soweare not
worriedregardingtheissue.”The
factthatthe submarineisrunby
nuclear energy, he continued,
should beasource of concern for
Arab countries ofthe Persian Gulf
thatare desalinizing the water. “In
caseofanatomicblast, the waterwill
be contaminated with radioactive
elementsand desalinization centers
inthese countrieswillbe destroyed
and thiswillfurther complicate their
situation.”
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