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Neighboring countries
caninvestin Chabahar

with no limit

Director General of Sistan-Baluchestan
Ports and Maritime Department said
thatneighboring countries caninvestin

Tuesday ,December 22 , 2020, No. 676

Chabahar Portwithoutanyrestriction.
Inhis meeting with Pakistan Ambassadorto
Iran on Monday, Behrouz Aghaeireiterated,
“Based on their needs and interests,
Pakistan and other neighboring countries
oflran caninvestin Chabahar portwithout
anyrestrictions.”

Chabahar Portishub ofbondingports ofthe
region with one another, he said, adding,
“Strengthening connection of countries
and their mutual cooperationis one ofthe
missions of this port.”

Referring to the cultural and social
commonalities with countries of the
region, he added, "All ports in Iran are
complementary to each other."

For his part, Rahim Hayat Qureshi,
Ambassador of Pakistan to Iran said that
unique equipment and infrastructure
capacities in Shahid Beheshti Port of
Chabahar canplayanimportantroleinthe
developmentofregionalinteractions.
Expressingsatisfaction with the possibility
of transferring goods through Shahid
Beheshtiportin Chabahar to Karachi, he
expressed hope thatthis process would
continue with strengtheninginteractions
between the two countries.

Iran's Envoyupbeat
with enhanced ties
with Russia

Iranian Ambassador to Moscow Kazem
Jalali said that despite of the US cruel
sanctions againstIran, Tehran-Moscow
relations have evolved.

In his Twitteraccount,Jalalisaid on Sunday
nightthatthe two countrieshave witnessed
seriousachievementsintherelations.
Headded thatthe cooperation ofthe Islamic
RepublicofIran as one of the founders of
OPECand the Russian Federation asone
ofthe members of OPEC Plus and one of
the biggestproducers of crude oil to strike
balance to the global energy marketis so
important, the global energy turbulence
marketwhichisstillunderthe influence of
waves from unilateralism, sanctions, and
coronavirusoutbreak.

Iran's Oil Minister Bijan Namdar Zangeneh
arrivedin Moscow on Sunday night for talks
with the Russian officials.

Heisscheduled to meetwith high-ranking
Russian officials and discuss the latest
developments of energy supply and
prospects of global market.

He was welcomed by several Russian
officialsand Iranian Ambassadorin Moscow
Kazem Jalali.

Zangenehisslated tohold talks with Russian
Deputy Prime Minister Alexander Novak
and Energy Minister Nikolai Shulginov
duringhis stayin Moscow.
Russia,asamember of OPEC Plus, hasan
important share in the oil market, and
therefore good relations between the two
countries canbe effective to benefitIranin
the global oil market.

Tel:031-32274500
PublicRelations: 031-32274754

SMS:30007232

Iranfurtherinvests in petrochemical
projects despite sanctions, official says

Iran has made some 8,230 billion rials

investmentin Gachsaran and Dehdasht

petrochemical projects which shows a

significantrise despite the US sanctions,

according to Heshmatollah Samimidoust,

the deputy governor-general of

Kohkilouyeh-Boyerahmad Province.

oy

NEWS

to

Petrochemical project,
withtherest1,000 billion
rials beingallocated to
Dehdashtpetrochemical

Samimidoustsaid
that some 7,230
billion rials of
the amount has
been

allocated
Gachsaran

~

P S

project.

He said that Gachsaran
project has now made
73% progress while it He

was just40% complete
before the sanctions two
and ahalfyearsago.

also said

that

Dehdasht project has
made 22% progress

since the imposition of

sanctionsin2018.

'Oil Market'
main topic of
discussion
between Iran,
Russia

Iranian Oil Minister said
that‘global oil market’ is
the mostimportanttopic
ofdiscussion with Russian
officials, stating thatitistoo
early totalkaboutreturn of
Iranian oil to the market.

Upon hisarrival to Moscow

stated, “In this visit, we
will hold meetings with
Russian officials as well
as Russian oil companies,
but our most important
discussionistoreviewthe
latestdevelopmentsin the
global oil market, whichis
inasensitive situation.”

He pointed to the keyrole
of Russia in OPEC+ and
added, “It is for several
years that Russiahasbeen
playingavery constructive
and effectiverolein OPEC+,

Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries
(OPEC) and otherallies.”
Turning to the recent
meeting between Russian
Deputy Prime Minister
Alexander Novakand Saudi
Energy Minister Abdulaziz
bin Salman, he said that
consultations between
OPECmembers and their
allies have always been
effective.

Asked if Iran is ready to
return to the oil market,

too early totalkaboutthis
issue.

Members of OPEC+
recently decided to
facilitate their agreement
toreduce oil production
to 500,000 barrels per
day in January 2021 and
to hold monthly meetings
to consider further
adjustmentsinthe coming
months.
Iranian oil ministerarrived
in Moscow on Sunday night
tomeetwith high-ranking

onDec.20,Bijan Zanganeh alongwithmembersofthe Zanganeh said that it is Russianofficials.
Iranian thatthereisagreatcapacity reconstructionandeconomic countries, including the
. inAzarbaijan Provinceinlran relations with the two Republic of Azerbaijan, he
businessmen torebuild and contributeto countries. added.Babaeisaid that some
l'eadyto further the developmentofdifferent ***4 milliontonsofcement 22milliondollarshavebeen
. regions of the Republic of exported from Azarbaijan exportedsincethebeginning
develOp tradeties Azerbaijan. Province of the current Iranian year
WitllAzerbaijan The presence of trades and Thehead of West Azarbaijan (started March21,2020) from
Chairman of Urmia Chamber businessmen in official province Industry, Mine theprovincetotheRepublicof
of Commerce, Industries, meetingsofthetwocountries and Trade Organization Azerbaijan.

Mines and Agriculture said
that Iranian businessmen
especiallyin West Azarbaijan
Province are ready to further
develop trade ties with the
Republic of Azerbaijan,
provide the needs of Karabakh
and expand trade ties with the
country.

HassanEntezarinaninterview
with IRNA on Monday said

plays a crucial role in
advancing economic goals,
he said, stressing that the
government is required to
provide the path for economic
cooperation with the Republic
of Azerbaijan.

Referring to the cultural ties
ofthe two countries, Entezar
added that this item can be
agood starting pointin the

Gholamreza Babaei, too, told
IRNA the province isready to
exportcementto the Republic
of Azarbaijan, and even
grow production to meetthe
northernneighbor'sneeds.

West Azarbaijan produces
more than four million tons
of cementyearly, asignificant
portion of which could
be exported to different

The head of West Azarbaijan
province Industry, Mine and
Trade Organization said,
noting that the Republic of
Azerbaijanis one ofthe most
important countries for the
developmentoftradeinthe
region, and the province's
commercial capacities are
ready toincreaseitsrelations
with the country.

NO 661

Solution: NO 660

oo
N

MoUonsustainable
agriculture

Iran, Netherlands sign

9 4
5|7
1|2
78
3 1
6|5
43
8 6
2 9

NN =N B |O|00 W
W O DINDN | =2~ |00 O,

0 aNIWwWOO ~|O —~ N
A2 O OO0 N W
ONNO|= O W|IN P>
= W oo~ NO|O1 ©
N A O NIW o —

The Organization of Agricultural
Engineering and Natural
Resources of Khorasan Razavi
Provinceand the Dutch Chamber
of CommerceonSunday signeda
memorandum of understanding
to promote sustainable
development in the fields of
agriculturalresearch, production
and trade.Economic Attache of
Iran'sEmbassytothe Netherlands
AliRezaNaragqi,who participated
in the ceremony virtually on
Sunday, said Khorasan Razavi
province can turnintoacenter

amongMiddle Eastern countries
inthe fields of technology, bio-
fertilizers and types of seeds
with the cooperation of the
Dutch companies.Referring
to historic ties between Iran
and the Netherlands, he said
that fortunately, in the current
situation, thereisagood prospect
forbilateralrelations,and signing
ofthismemorandum can serve
asanewstep for developingties.
Head of the Dutch Chamber of
Commerce Arie Kraaijeveld, for
his part, said during the online
communicationthattheissue of
agriculture, waterandsustainable
energyisone ofthe goals of the
memorandum.
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Iranian
businessmenready
tofurtherdevelop
tradetieswith
Azerbaijan

Chairman of Urmia
Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and
Agriculture said that
Iranian businessmen
especially in West
Azarbaijan Provinceare
ready to further develop
trade ties with the
Republic of Azerbaijan,
provide the needs of
Karabakh and expand
tradetieswiththe country.
Hassan Entezar in an
interview with IRNA on
Monday said that there
is a great capacity in
Azarbaijan  Province
in Iran to rebuild and
contribute to the
developmentofdifferent
regions of the Republicof
Azerbaijan.The presence
oftradesandbusinessmen
inofficial meetings ofthe
two countries plays a
crucialroleinadvancing
economic goals, he
said, stressing that the
governmentisrequired
to provide the path for
economic cooperation
with the Republic of
Azerbaijan.Referring
to the cultural ties of the
two countries, Entezar
added thatthisitem can
beagood starting point
inthereconstructionand
economicrelations with
thetwo countries.

The head of West
Azarbaijan  province
Industry,Mineand Trade
Organization Gholamreza
Babaei, too, told IRNA the
provinceisreadytoexport
cement to the Republic
of Azarbaijan, and even
grow production tomeet
thenorthernneighbor's
needs.West Azarbaijan
produces more than four
million tons of cement
yearly,asignificantportion
ofwhich couldbeexported
to different countries,
including the Republic
of Azerbaijan, he added.
Babaei said that some
22 million dollars have
been exported since the
beginning ofthe current
Iranian year (started
March21,2020) fromthe
province to the Republic
of Azerbaijan.The head of
WestAzarbaijan province
Industry,Mineand Trade
Organization said, noting
that the Republic of
Azerbaijanisone ofthe
mostimportantcountries
for the development of
tradeintheregion,andthe
province's commercial
capacities are ready to
increaseitsrelationswith
thecountry.
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Trump
Campaign Will
AgainAskUS
High Courtto
Upend Election
Results

US President Donald
Trump’s campaign said
on Sunday itwould again
askthe Supreme Courtto
overturnresults fromthe
Nov. 3 election, itslatest
long-shotefforttosubvert
the electoral process
and sow doubt over the
legitimacy of President-
elect]oeBiden'svictory.

Inastatementissued by
the campaign, Trump
lawyer Rudy Giulianisaid
the campaign had filed a
petition asking the high
court to reverse three
rulings by a Pennsylvania
state court interpreting
thestate’srulesformail-in

ballots.
“The Campaign’s
petition  seeks to

reverse three decisions
which eviscerated the
Pennsylvania Legislature’s
protections against mail
ballotfraud,” Giuliani said
in a statement, Reuters
reported.

Giuliani said the filing
sought all “appropriate
remedies,” including
an order allowing
Pennsylvania’s Republican-
controlled legislature to
award the state’s 20
electoral votes to Trump.
Biden won the state by
morethan80,000votes.
The petitionis “frivolous”
and is not going to stop
Biden from becoming
presidenton]Jan. 20, said
JoshuaDouglas,anelection
law professor at the
University of Kentucky.
“The Courtwillshutitdown
quickly,’ Douglassaid.
The Supreme Court on
Dec.11rejected alawsuit
filed by Texas and backed
by Trump seeking to
throw outvoting results
in four states, including
Pennsylvaniathatwentfor
Biden.
Several senior Republican
US senators, including
Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell, have
acknowledged Democrat
Biden as the country’s
president-elect  after
the Electoral College
affirmed his victory,and
haverejected theidea of
overturning the 2020
presidential election in
Congress.

A candidate needs 270
Electoral College votes to
winthe White House. Biden
won 306 ofthose votesto
Trump’s 232 and defeated
the Republican president
by more than 7 million
ballotsinthe popularvote.

JCPOA Not Renegotiable, Iranian

Spokesman Reiterates

The spokesperson for [ran’s Foreign Ministry reiterated thatthe
2015nuclear deal could notbe subjectto renegotiation atall.
Inaninterviewwith Hamshahrinewspaper, published on Sunday;,
Saeed Khatibzadeh denounced the US for scrapping the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), saying Washington
“unilaterally ended its membership and after that, outrageously
violated Resolution 2231 both by refraining from implementing
its own commitments and preventing other signatories from
fulfilling theirs.”

He addedthatother parties, particularly the three Europeans
states, have also seriously violated the JCPOA by failing to fulfill

their obligationsas per the deal and remove sanctions against
[ran.

“Certainly, the JCPOA is a framework. We have negotiated it
onceandreachedaframeworkthatcannotbe renegotiated and
we are committed toit,” the Iranian spokesperson underlined,
expressing hope thatthe other parties would also return to the
fullimplementation of their undertakings as soonas possible.
“Ifthe day comes (whenall signatories start fulfilling their JCPOA
commitments), we will rewind the steps we have taken toreduce
(our commitments) within the framework ofthe JCPOA, which
arereversible,” the spokesman added, Press TV reported.
Khatibzadeh then referred to the remarks made by the US
president-elect]oe Biden onvariousinternational developments,
including Washington’s approach to Tehran, saying that as

JCPOA and new moves at international scene

faraswords go, Biden’s remarks
are different from actions taken
by the administration of the
incumbent President Trump.
He added, though, what
is important to Iran is the
practical steps that the new US
administration will take, notjust
itswords.

“Whathasbeen heard from Mr. Biden
indicates thathe wants toimplement his definite
commitmentsinvariousfields, including with regard to the Paris
(climate) agreementand other treaties such asthe JCPOA,” the
spokesman said.

NEWS

After President Donald Trump’s defeatin

USelectionsand before taking charge ofthe

president-elect]oe Bidenatthe White House,

the movements atthe international scene

have been drasticallyincreased and signs of

serious will for returning to Iran and others

tothe]JCPOArailonbothsidesare evident.

o

However,
opposition and
destructive
moves, too, are

YT seen.lnboth sides.
_m For instance, the
assassination

of nuclear top expert

Pompeoreacts torocket
attack against US embassyin

Iraq

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo hasreacted to
Sunday night'srocketattackagainstthe country’s
embassyin Baghdad’s GreenZone.

“Iran-backed militias once again flagrantly and
recklessly attacked in Baghdad, wounding Iraqi
civilians,” he claimed inatweet,adding that “The
people of Iraq deserve to have these attackers
prosecuted. These violentand corruptcriminals
must cease their destabilizingactions.”
Atleastthree Katyusharocketslanded near US
embassy in Baghdad on Sunday. Following the
attack, the Iraqi military said in a statement that

Fakhrizadeh and Iran’s

theterminationof sanctions.

an"outlaw group” had fired rocketsat Baghdad's

declarationthatitis planning
to set up new generation
centrifugesin Natanzin the
near futures, or the Iranian
Parliament’s new law that
urges the government to
exitfromthe JCPOAand UN
Atomic Energy additional
protocols voluntary
implementation.

Meanwhile, the reactions
in Iran, especially by the
governmentthatannounced
theratification of this new
law under the prevailing
conditions is contrary to
preservation of national
interestsled to International
Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) managingdirector’s
commentsinaninterview
said if such moves (as
increasing the level of
uranium enrichment,
or not allowing the IAEA
inspectors to enter Iran)

are implemented, Iran’s
deviations  from the
acceptancetime of JCPOAwill
gettothemaximumlevel.
Inthe meantime, the three
European countries have
issued a communique in
which they have warned
that under the prevailing
conditions and given the
election of Biden, the chance
fordiplomacyintheIranian
nuclear program could be
putatstake byinappropriate
moves.

Yet, the stands adopted by
the Supreme Leader of
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed
AliKhameneiand President
Hassan Rouhani - thatifwe
can make moves to remove
thesanctions,evenanhour’s
delayindoingsoisnotlogical-
sentanimportantmessageto
foreignersthatlranintendsto
choosethediplomaticpathfor

After this message was
transmitted by Iran, the
IAEA Director General Rafael
Mariano Grossi expressed
hope that after the Biden
administration will take
charge in Washington
negotiations on JCPOA will
restart. In an interesting
remark, he criticized Trump,
sayingthathis policieshave
raised the nuclear disaster
threatsintheworld.

Anotherrelated development
was the convening ofthe 7th
Joint Commission of 4+1
deputy foreign ministers.
The European sides of the
JCPOA in that commission
asked Iran to return to its
full commitments in the
framework of JCPOA. The
member countries expressed
hope that after Biden will
take chargethe United States

willimmediately return to
theJCPOA.The moves made
betweenIran,the4+1other
memberstates,andthe [AEA
and the shaped consensus
indicate the need for
returning to the diplomacy
pathontheIraniannuclear
program. Meanwhile, the
new US administration’s
announced inclination to
get the United States back
toJCPOA commitmentsand
terminate the sanctions
(althoughthose movesmight
notbe possible rapidly and
urgently), canagain pave the
way for solving problems
moresmoothly.Suchanevent
willprobablyhave opponents
inside the JCPOA member
countriesbutsince the will of
themainpartiesisfocused on
solvingtheexistingproblems,
obstacles on the path can
definitelyberemoved.

revision of the Constitution
tointroduce a multi-party
system.

Speaking at a Monday
meeting on basic and civil
rights, Rouhani proposed a

revision of the Constitution.

PI'eSldellt He said the Iranian
Urges Constitution has not been
based upon a multi-party
Constitllti()nal system, meaning that people
o o . vote for individuals, not
ReVlSl()lllIl parties, in the presidential,
parliamentary, city council,
Il'all ) or Assembly of Experts
Iranlan.Pre51dent Hassan elections.
Rouhani called for a

Thereisno “party filter” in
Iran, as the Guardian Council
is tasked with a series of
vetting procedures, he said,
adding thatsuch problems
shouldbe addressed.

A constitutional revision

would notbe aproblem ifit
isnecessary, the president
noted,adding, “Constitutions
are scarcely revised in the
world, but the (Iranian)
Constitution hasnotchanged
for31yearsnow.”

He said the Constitution had
beeninitially devised for a
10-year period, asaseries of
revisions were made in the
finalyears oflate founder of
the Islamic Republic Imam
Khomeini’slife.

The Constitutionhasnotbeen
revised for the past31years,
anditmayneed tochange one

time, the presidentadded.
Rouhani further said thatthe
IslamicRepublichassurvived
becauseitisbased uponthe
Republic system, elections,
and thevote of people.
“Thevotes of people play a
basicrole, butwe donothave
aparty systeminour country
unfortunately.”

The processeswould become
alittle bitdifficult withouta
multi-party system, because
the controversiesand uproar
surrounding the election
would make the job difficult,
the presidentadded.

Green Zone, Reutersreported. The rockets hit
aresidential complexinside the Green Zone,
damaging buildings and cars, but causing no
casualties, the statementadded.
Anti-rocketsystems ofthe embassy wereactivated
duringthe attack, repelling some of the rockets
accordingtothereports.

Pompeo’s claims about civilian casualties come as
Saberin Newsreported thatthe defense systems of
the USembassy hasinflicted damage onresidential
areasofthe GreenZone.

Meanwhile, Kata'ib Hezbollah issued a statement
on Sunday, voicing its opposition to any rocket
attackagainstthe US mission. “Shelling of the
embassy of Satan in current circumstancesisan
uncontrolled and undisciplined behavior and
the competentauthorities should prosecute the
perpetrators of thisattack.”

The group has condemned the attack, noting that
such arbitrary measures will pose athreatto the
lives of civilians.

Iran Suspends UK Flights
over New COVID-19 Variant

Concerns

Iran hashalted flights to the UK for two weeks to
preventthe spread ofanew coronavirus strain,a
deputy minister said.

The Iranian deputy minister of Roads and Urban
Developmenttold Tasnim thatthe Health Ministry
hasissued anorderto halt flights from the UK for
twoweeks following the discovery ofanew variant
of COVID-19, which British officials say spreads
fasterthanothers.

The new coronavirus variant, which prompted
the UKgovernmenttoimposea Tier 4lockdown
inLondonand southeastern England, and tighten
restrictions for all of England over the festive
period, is “outof control,” Health Secretary Matt
Hancocksaid on Sunday:.

The UKbroke its daily coronavirus caserecord on
Sunday, recording 35,928 new cases.
Thenewwave of travel banshas cut off UK travelers
frommuch of Europe and other parts of the world.

Ex-USdefense chiefurges Bidento
Punish Germany, Turkey

Aformer USdefensesecretaryhasurged US President-elect]oe Biden
totake "punitive" actionagainstNATOalliesovertrade with Russiaand
useeconomicpoweragainstChina.

Robert Gates, who served as defense secretary under both former
Presidents George W.Bush and Barack Obama from 2006 to 2011,
made his callsina column for Saturday's New York Times, Sputnik
reported.

He welcomed his former government colleague Biden's pledges
tore-engage with US "friends and allies" as well as international
organizationslike NATO, while making greater use of "nonmilitary
instrumentsof power".

But Gates said Biden should continue President Donald Trump's
confrontations with NATOallies' defensebudgets, the construction of
agaspipeline from Russia,and Turkey's purchase of state-of-the-art
surface-to-airmissiles (SAMs) from Moscow.

"Germany mustbe held to accountnotjust forits patheticlevel of
military spending, butalso for trading the economicand security

interests of Poland and Ukraine for the economicbenefits of the Nord
Stream 2 pipeline running from Russia to Germany", the former
defense chiefsaid.

"Turkey’s purchase ofthe Russian S-400 air defense system against
repeated American warnings musthave costs", Gates wrote. "And
AnkaramustalsobeheldtoaccountforitsactionsinLibya, the eastern
Mediterraneanand Syriathatcontravene theinterests of other NATO
alliesand complicate effortstoachieve peace”.

Healsourged "consequences” for NATO members, including Turkey,
Hungary,and Poland, for whathe called their "authoritarianism".
Whileadmittingthe military alliance — dating from the Cold War —
hasnomechanism forexpellingmembers, the US could use "creative
diplomacy",including"suspensionorotherpunitive steps".
Gatesarguedthatthe USshould continueitsbelligerentstance towards
Asian economicgiant Chinanotjustwith "security" agencies, butall
governmentdepartments,alongwith private-sectoreconomicpower,
in"true 'whole ofgovernment' Americanstrategiesand operations".
Ratherthanrelyingonly punitive measureslike sanctions andtariffs,
Washington should "be more creative in finding positive economic
inducementsto persuade other countriestoact — ornotact—in
accordance with ourinterests", Gateswrote, using “nonmilitary tools

conventional diplomacy,
developmentassistance and publicdiplomacy to protect
America’sinterestsand advance our objectives."
Internationalbodies scorned by Trump could be used as "conduits for
Americaninfluencearoundtheworld", Gatesargued,accusing Beijing
of"seeding"the United Nationsanditsvariousagencieswithofficialsas
he claimedthe SovietUniondid."Whenwe walkaway from the World
Health Organization and other such organizations, we provide the
Chinese with opportunities to dominate themand use them fortheir
ownpurposes”, he claimed.




Iran COVID-19 vaccine expected in next sixmonths

Head ofIranian Society forInmunology and Allergy announced on Monday that
the necessary knowledge for manufacturing COVID-19 vaccine existsin the
country and domestically-produced vaccines are expected to be availablein the
nextsixmonths.Before vaccine productionindigenously, the country should buy
the vaccine from differentworld sources to meet the nation'sneeds, Mohammad
Vojganitold IRNAinaninterview. Iran's capability to produce COVID-19 vaccine
isbased onreality, Vojgani said stressing that the country surely is capable of

20000 Rials

manufacturingthe vaccine far from the ballyhoo and propaganda.

Hesaid thatatleastthree [ranian centersareactiveinthisregard while one ofthemhas passed test ofanimals for
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Iran
Iran's capabilities
tohelp
reconstruction
in Karabakhis

immense

A member of the Tehran
Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and
Agriculturewroteanote on
Irannewspaper on Monday
wherehesaid thatthelslamic
RepublicofIran enjoys the
capabilities to take partin
thereconstruction process
of Nagorno-Karabakhregion
intheRepublicof Azerbaijan.
Yahya Al-e Ishaq pointed
to President of Azerbaijan
[Tham Aliyev's callonfriendly
statesto participateinthe
reconstruction of the
Nagorno-Karabakh region,
arguing that Iran has the
most capabilities to be part
ofthe project.Iranian firms
and contractorshave gained
proper experiencesin the
fields of reconstructionand
modernizationafterthelran-
Iraq war (1980-1988), Al
Ishagqwrote.

COVID-19successfullyand fruitful researcheshave been conducted sofar:He furtherelaborated on the Society's
capacitiesand said ithas technology to produce differentvaccines from dead-virus and re-combined virus.

JCPOA Not Renegotiable, Iranian
Spokesman Reiterates

Israel, S. Arabia to continue sabotaging JCPOA
implementation: US columnist

An AmericanjournalistsaysIsrael and Saudi Arabia would not

stop gettingin the way ofimplementing the 2015 Iran nuclear

dealand the policy of reducing tensions.

Conn Hallinan, columnistfor Foreign Policy
In Focus, told IRNA thatthere are positive
signs ofthe United States' strategy change
indealingwith Iran, warning thatthe policy
ofreducingtensionsis facingastumbling
block, which comprises foes bothin the
United Statesand in the West Asiaregion.
Asto US President-elect]oe Biden' plan
to lift multilateral sanctions imposed
by incumbent President Donald Trump
against the Iranian nation, Hallinan
expressed hope thatitwould notbe very
hard, but the Saudi and Israelilobbyists
would do theirbestto spoil the plan.
Saudis hope thatthey could be involved
in a potential negotiation on the 2015
Iran nuclear deal, known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),
which seems to be anambitious demand
thatis unacceptable by not only Iran, but
also Russia, China, Germany and the United
Nations, the analystnoted.

Depicting German Foreign Minister Heiko

Maas' call forinclusion of Iran's ballistic
missile programinanynewagreementasa
kind of violation ofthe initial deal, Hallinan
stipulated thatthese missilesare Iranians’
only tooltorespond to Israel's missile
threats.

He argued thatany new condition would
complicate the situation, urging thatall
anti-Iran sanctions should belifted.
Answering a question on the presence
of Antony Blinken, John Kerry and Jake
SullivanamongBiden's proposed cabinet
team, the columnist said that Blinken
supported the JCPOA and thatisapositive
sign; however, these politicians backed
military strikes against Afghanistan, Iraq,
Libyaand Syria; so, therearereasonstobe
cautiously optimistic.

The  United States' upcoming
administration wants to revive the nuclear
agreement, buttheyare notexpected to
pursue amicable tiesin dealing with the
Islamic Republic of Iran, he mentioned.
However, Hallinan concluded, Biden may
urge Saudi Arabiato stop sabotagingIran's
nuclear deal, but Riyadh may notacceptit
and on the other hand, the Israelisand the
Americanrepublicanswould insiston their
supportforthe Saudisand getin the way of
implementingtheinternational agreement.

Saudi Arabia Removes Anti-Israeli Contents from

Textbooks

Anewreportrevealed that Saudi education authorities have

ordered the removal of significantamounts of anti-Zionist

material from textbooks for the coming school year,ina clear

sign that the ultra-conservative kingdom is working on full

normalization with Israel.

Trump Siens Tem Debate overalonger-termbudgetlaw
l.) et - porary willresume on Monday. In parallel,
Spending Billinto Law : :
. Congresswill try to finally agree on
toAvoid Government the details ofa$900 billion economic
Shutdown supportpackage.US President-elect

USPresidentDonald Trumpsigneda
congressionalinterimbudgetforaday,
preventingagovernmentshutdown,
the White Housesaidinastatement.
The federal government funding
period expired at midnight; without
the currentbudgetlaw therewouldbe
ashutdown -atemporaryreduction
inthe work ofanumber of federal
agencies.

Joe Biden has said he welcomes the
$900 billion economic stimulus
package agreed by US Congress
leaders, adding that the deal will
offer reliefto workers and provide
the necessaryresources to defeat
COVID-19,Sputnikreported.

"I applaud the Dbipartisan
Congressional economic relief
package that will deliver critical
resourcestofight COVID-19,including

funding for vaccine distribution,
and muchneeded temporary relief
for workers, families, and small

IMPACT-se, a research institute based in
occupied Jerusalem al-Quds thatanalyzes
school textbooks and reviews educational
material, said inareportthatthe booksno
longerinclude the narrative that Muslims
andJewswould fighteach otherinawarand
the Muslimswouldkillall the Jews. That story
served asafoundation for much of the anti-
Israel attitudesin Saudi Arabia,and wasinthe
curriculumfordecades, Press TVreported.
Aclassictropethatwasincludedaslateas2019
and stated that]Jews, identified as “Zionist
forces,” usevillainous methods, including
money,women,and drugstoachieve theirends
and controltheworld hasalsobeendropped.
Moreover,achapter called “the Zionistdanger,”
which delegitimized Israel’srightto existence
and dealtwith theregime’s plotto expand its
territoryfromthe Niletothe Euphrateshasbeen
removedaswell.

Saudi officials are gradually changing public
attitude toward Israel, laying the groundwork
foraprocessthatcould culminateinfullbilateral
relations.

On November 23, a member of Benjamin

Netanyahu’s cabinetand Likud party confirmed
reportsthatthelsraeliprimeministerhadflown
toSaudi Arabia fora clandestine meeting with
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salmanand US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo.

Earlierinthe day, Israel’'s Kan publicradioand
ArmyRadio said Mossad chief Yossi Cohenalso
attended themeeting.

Themeetingmarked the firstknown encounter
between senior Israeli and Saudi officials,
amid attempts by Pompeo to coaxthe Riyadh
regimeto followitsneighbors, the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) and Bahrain, in establishing
formal diplomaticrelationswith Israel.
Followingthe September 15 signing of US-
brokered agreements on normalization
betweenIsraeland the UAE and also Bahrain,
President Donald Trump announced on
October 23 atthe White House that Sudanand
Israelhad alsoagreed tonormalizerelations.
Trump sealed the agreement in a phone
call with Netanyahu and Sudanese Prime
Minister Abdalla Hamdokand Chairman of
the Sovereignty Council Lt. Gen. Abdel Fattah
Abdelrahman al-Burhan, senior US officials
said.

Sudan’s acting Foreign Minister Omar
Gamareldin, however, latersaid the accord will
depend onapproval fromits yet-to-be formed
legislative council.

Itisunclearwhenthe assemblywillbe formed
under a power-sharing deal between the
African country’smilitaryofficersand civilians.

businesses," Biden said in a press
release that was published on the
president-elect'stransition website.
Despitethedeal, Bidenpledgedtostep
up efforts duringhisfirst 100 daysin
officetolead the country's economic
recovery,adding that the work was
"far from over."Earlier, the measure
was approved by the US House of
Representatives.Thelastgovernment
shutdowninthe US, albeita partial
one,occurred betweenlate December
2018andlateJanuary2019.

US Relocates Daesh
Ringleaders from
Syria’s Hasakah to

Unknown Place: Report
US forces have transferred three
Daesh ringleaders from Syria’s
northeastern province of Hasakah
toanunknowndestination,areport
said.

Eyewitnesses told SANA that
American choppers on Sunday

transported threeleaders fromthe
DaeshterrorgroupdetainedinBulgar
camp prisoneastofal-Shaddadicityin
Hasakah toanunknown destination.
They were identified as Mohsen
Hamadal-Khlouf,whowasin charge
ofarmingterroristsinlraq, Hassoun
Mudrifal-Kadhim, responsible for
recruitmentand trainingin Iraq,
and Muhammad Ahmad al-Najm,a
specialistinbombingoperations.

In May, US forces transported an

unspecified number ofimprisoned
members of the Daesh Takfiri
terroristgroup in Hasaka to their
occupied basesinIraq.Speculations
havebeen madeaboutWashington's
directorindirectsupportthroughits
regionalallies fortheterroristgroup
inthepastyears.Numerousaccounts
have emerged alleging airlifts,
weaponairdropsand aerial support
for the Takfiri outfit, especially asits
strengthdiminishedinSyriaandIraq.
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