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Khaf-Herat Railroad
Significantfor Region

Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifunderlined
thesignificance ofthe Khaf-Heratrailroad ahead of the
project’sinaugurationon Thursday.

“The Khaf-Heratrailroad’s significance is not only for
[ran& Afghanistan, butforthe greaterregion,"hesaidina
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tweeton Wednesday.

The 220-kmrailroad connects the city of KhafinIran’s
northeastern province of Khorasan RazavitoHeratinthe
westof Afghanistan.

[tissettobeinaugurated on Thursday duringaceremony
attended by President Hassan Rouhaniand his Afghan
counterpartAshraf Ghani.
Theprojectprovideslandlocked Afghanistanwithaccess
tofreewatersand the European marketthroughIran’srail
networkthatconnectsitto Bandar Abbasand Chabahar
Port.

Itisalsoanimportantpartofthe East-West Railroad
Corridorwithalengthofabout2,000km,involving China,
Uzbekistan, Afghanistan, Iran, Turkey and Europe.
“Asagateway thatwillboosttradeand people-to-people
exchanges, itwillalso contribute to regional stability
and development. Turningour frontiersintobridgesisa
priority,” Zarifsaid.

SCI Reviews Q2 Export/
Import Price Changes

The Export Price Index, anindicator measuring the
overall changein prices for goods and services sold
abroad, (usingtheyearendingMarch 2017 asabase
year),stoodat850inthe second quarter ofthe current
[ranianyear (June 21-Sept.21) intermsofrial.
Theindexregistereda35.9% increase compared with
thepreviousquarteranda 131.4%rise compared with
thesame quarteroflastyear.
Accordingtodatareleasedbythe Statistical CenterofIran,
theaverage EPlduringthefour-quarterperiodleadingto
Sept.21witnesseda94.9% growthyear-on-year.

The three-month period also saw EPIstandat125in
dollarterms, registeringanincrease 0f0.8%and 2% over
theprecedingquarterandthe corresponding quarter of
lastyear.

Theaverage EPlindollarterms duringthe four quarters
leadingtoSept.21 witnesseda 6.5% declineyear-on-year.
ThelmportPricelndex,arelativeindicatormeasuringthe
overall changesinpricesofimports of merchandiseinto
acountry (usingtheyearendingMarch 2017 asabase
year),stoodat6,138in Q2 interms ofrial, registeringa
69.4% increase compared with the quarterbeforeand
a498.2%rise compared with the same quarter of the
yearbefore.

Exports Increasebyl3%to
$3.8 Billionin Eight Months

Atotal of 5.45 milliontonsofagricultural productsworth
$3.84billion were exported from Iran during the first
eightmonthsofthe currentIranianyear (March 20-Nov.
20),showinga27%and 13%growthinweightandvalue
respectively compared with the similar period oflast
year,accordingto the technical affairs deputy with the
IslamicRepublicofIran Customs Administration.
“Agroproductsaccounted for7.26%and 18.87% ofthe
volumeand value of Iran’s overall exportsrespectively
during the eight-month period,” Mehrdad Jamal
OrounagiwasquotedassayingbyIRNA.
“Ourmainexported productswereunshelledandshelled
pistachio, tomato and tomato paste, watermelonand
apple, whichtogethermadeupcloseto 1.52 milliontons
ofthetotal agro exports worth $1.31 billion. Exports
ofthese productsregistereda7%and 30%increasein
volumeandvaluerespectivelyyear-on-year.”
Theofficial said exports ofunshelled pistachio stood at
109,000 tonsworth $675 million and those of shelled
pistachioamountedto 10,000 tonsworth $118million,
indicatingan82%and 37%riseinvalue YOY.
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Iranian Carmakers’ Double-Pronged
Strategyfor Boosting Production

[ranian carmakers have implemented a double-

pronged strategy to curb theirreliance on foreign

suppliers: expanding ties with local tech firms

and academia, as well as collaborating with armed

forces.

&Jjjw Following the

¥ reimpositionofharsh
ISFA“AN USsanctionsagainst
(BA'BY Tehran in 2018,

most international
automotive
companies cuttheir
ties with Iran. The sudden
movetookaharshtollonlocal
carproduction.

To curbtheindustry’s over-
reliance onimports, [ranian
car companies tapped
domestic capabilities. The
decision hasbeen praised
by Islamic Republic officials
andisinline with policies
outlined by the Leader of
IslamicRevolution Ayatollah
Seyyed AliKhamenei.
Armed Forces

Major automaker SAIPA
initiated collaboration with
armed forces toimplement
81 projects for localizing
high-tech auto parts,
hoping to curb the sector’s
dependency on foreign
suppliers.

The projects have been
establishedin collaboration
with the Defense Ministry,
Aerospace Force of the
Islamic Revolution Guards
CorpsandtheIranian Army’s
Air Force, the automaker’s
website Saipanews.com
reported.

According to Daryoush
Golmohammadi, SAIPA’s
deputyforstrategicplanning,
28jointventuresare being
implemented withindustrial
unitsaffiliated with Defense
Ministry.

“So far, seven high-tech
electronic car components
havebeenlocalized and are
ready formass production,”
hesaid.

Golmohammadi noted
that SAIPAis producing 26

NEWS

advanced partswiththehelp
of IRGC’s Aerospace Force.
“Thesepartsareundergoing
trials and will enter the
productionline,assoonas
the prototypes giverise to
positiveresults,” he said.
The army’s Air Force is
also cooperating with
theautomakerin 27 other
localization projects, which
Golmohammadi said are
in the design phase. The
targeted auto parts, which
used to be imported,
include Engine Control Unit,
modulator, injector, airbag,
multimedia system, DC
engines, electricsensorsand
digitalammeter:

“With thelocal production
ofthese components, SAIPA
can curb capital flightby up
to€94 millionannually,” the
official said.

The automaker is also
negotiatingwith the Defense
Ministry for the joint
production of GPSand radar
systemsforelectricvehicles.
TechFirms

SAIPA is strengthening
cooperation with the
University of Science and
Technology to upgradeits
products with the state-of-
the-arttechnology.

SAIPA CEO Javad Soleimani
and Mohammad Hossein
Shojaeifard, the dean ofthe
university’sresearch faculty,
signedadeal onexpansionof
collaborationsinJune.
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LengthofTran
railwaynetwork
exceeds 14,000km:

Deputymin.
Deputy Minister of Roads

DevelopmentofTransportation
Infrastructures Company of
Iranputthelengthofcountry's
railway network at 14,000
kilometers.

With the inauguration of the
Khaf-Herat Railway, Iran’s
length of railway network
reached 14,000 kmatlarge.
Speaking in the inaugural

Thedeal callsforestablishing
a specialized taskforce
to design joint projects,
absorbuniversity graduates
in the industrial unit as
technical and scientific
advisors, conductresearch
using university facilities
and strengthen therole of
academiccenterin SAIPA’s
new projects.

Soleimani said SAIPA
intends to seek the help
of university graduates,
professionalsand tech units
bornintheacademiccenterto
systematically transfer new
technologiesand know-how
totheautomotive production
lines.

The efforts have not been
limited to the academia.
[ran Spare Parts Company,
a major manufacturer of
auto components, recently
announcedithasproduced
crankshaft pulley, rubber
bush, plastic bush, engine
handle, hydro mount and
balance shaft using state-
of-the-art technologies,
the office’s website Isti.ir
reported.

The componentsusedinthe
production of several car
modelsareinhighdemand.
RezaAryana, CEO of ISPC,said
the partshavea coatingthat
makesthemresistanttorust
and corrosion.

Noting that various
engineering methods are
employedtodesigningthese

parts, Aryanasaid, “ISPC’s
productionis supervised by
professionals and quality
control units to enforce the
latestglobal standardsand
meet the requirements of
domesticautomakers.”
Hefurthersaidthe company’s
productsare compatiblewith
foreign samples,addingthat
themassproduction oftech-
based auto parts can curb
the sector’s dependency
on foreign resources and
preventcapital flight.
urgeinOutput

Iran’s automotive output
increased by 16.3% during
the eight monthsto Nov. 20
compared with theyear-ago
period.

Accordingto datareleased
by Securities and Exchange
Organization on Codal.ir,
Iran’s major automakers,
namely Iran Khodro (IKCO),
SAIPA and Pars Khodro,
produced 566,844 sedans
duringthe eightmonths.
IKCO’s output during the
periodroseto291,234,which
is43.6% higheryear-on-year
whenthe companyproduced
202,695 passengervehicles.
Several Peugeotand Dena
models formedahuge share
ofthe company’sproduction
rate. In addition, IKCO
manufactures commercial
vehicles, such as pickups,
vans, trucks and buses, the
statsof which havenotbeen
announced.

General
and

Director
Construction

ceremony of Khaf-Herat
Railway on Thu., held through
videoconference, Kheirollah
Khademisaid thatthisinaugural
ceremony will remain in the
memory ofthetwonations.
Inauguration of Khaf-Herat
Railway will be turned into a
turning point in social and
economicrelations between
the two nations of Iran and
Afghanistan,headded.

He went on to say that five
provincial centersjoined the
national rail grid last year
(ended March 20,2020), three
other provinces will also be
connected to the national rail
networkinthe comingyear.

=
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What's News

PMI for Industries
Drops Below
Threshold

ThePurchasingManagers’
Index for industries in
the eighth month of the
current fiscal year (Oct.
22-Nov. 20), settled at
47.63from52.22 inthe
preceding month (Sept.
22-0ct.21),indicatinga
4.59-pointoran 8.79%
decrease.

The announcement was
made by the Statistics
and Economic Analysis
Center of Iran Chamber
of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture.
The centeris measuring
PMI, known by its Farsi
acronym Shamekh, inIran
forthepast26 months.
PMI is an indicator of
economic health for
manufacturing  and
services sectors. It
provides information
aboutcurrentbusiness
conditions to company
officials, analysts and
purchasingmanagers.
The headline PMI is
a number from 0 to
100. A PMI above 50
representsan expansion
when compared with
the previous month. A
PMI reading under 50
representsacontraction,
and a reading at 50
indicatesno change. The
furtheraway from 50, the
greaterthelevel ofchange.
PMIisbased onamonthly
survey sent to senior
executives of more than
400 companies.Itisbased
onfivemajorsurveyareas:
“new orders” (30%),
“raw material inventory”
(10%), “production”
(25%), “supplier
deliveries” (15%) and
“employment” (20%).
The survey poses 12
questionsaboutbusiness
conditions and any
changes, whether it is
improving, no changesor
deteriorating.
Industries categorized
as “others” posted the
highestPMIwithareading
of 581in the month while
“clothing and leather”
registered thelowest PMI
readingwith41.6.

Five Main Sub-Indices
The “production” sub-
indexforlran’sindustrial
sector decreased from
56.17 inthe sixth month
(August22-Sept.21) to
52.16 in the seventh
month (Sept. 22-Oct.
21)to47.94intheeighth
month (Oct.22-Nov.20).
Industries  classified
as “others” recorded
the highest PMI of the
production sub-index
(70)whilefoodindustries
registered thelowest PMI
withareadingof40.3.
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Fakhrizadeh
assassins,
enemies of
Islamic System:
Pakistanex-
Army Chief

Pakistan's former Army
Chief says all attempts,
especially the crippling
sanctions, to break the
will of the Iranians have
failed,addingthekilling of
Iranian Nuclear Scientist
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh
shows that enemies of
Iranareagainstthebasis
ofIslamicSystem.
General (retd) Mirza
Aslam Begwhoisopposed
to US policies and its
interferenceintheregion,
inanarticle published in
Englishdaily 'The Nation’
entitled ‘Safeguarding
the basis of our Islamic
system, said, ofthekilling
ofFakhrizadehisnotabout
Iranian Nukesbutagainst
thelslamicSystem.

He said Imam Khomeini
had once stated that
‘our enemiesare against
the basis of our Islamic
System, and they will
never cease their enmity’
whichisthe ‘fundamental
truth’.

Henotedthatthe enemies
oftheIslamicsystemhad
encouraged Saddam to
invade Iran, whichturned
into an eight-year-long
bloodbath, with Iran
crossingthe Shattal-Arab
to capture Basra, when
Saddam used chemical
weapons, supplied by the
civilized world, tostemthe
Iranian offensive.
“Thenfollowedaseries of
crippling sanctions and
embargoes for the next
thirtyyearsthatcouldalso
notbreakthe will of the
Iranians,” stated General
(retd) MirzaAslam Beg.
Henoted early thisyear,a
loose coalitionwasformed
under the Warsaw Plan,
to punish Iran preceded
by Trump’s targeted
assassination of [ranian
General,Qasim Solemani.
Headdedthe USallocated
asumofUS$ 1.4billion, for
perception management
of the Pakistani nation,
asifwe were the Native
Americans to  be
disciplined.

General Mirza Aslam
Begstressed the need of
thehouristoseeksocial
harmonybased onajust
democratic order that
could safeguard the ‘basis
of our Islamic system’
resonating in harmony
with RevolutionaryIranto
providethemuch-needed
strategicdepth ofsecurity,
to this partoftheIslamic
world,underattack.

Govt. to spare no effortin providing
COVID-19 vaccine: Veep

Stating that provision of coronavirus, COVID-19, vaccine
is ofthe main priorities of the country, [ranian First Vice
President said that the country will spare no effortin
providing coronavaccine despite cruel US sanctions.

Speaking in a session to review the provision of
coronavirusvaccine, Es’hagh Jahangiri pointed to the
provision of COVID-19 vaccine from the world’s prestigious
andreliable companies as one of the main priorities of
the countryin the currentsituation and added, “Despite
economic pressures and cruel US sanctions imposed
againstthe country, the governmentwill use all its existing

capacities and potentials for the removal of requirements
ofpeopleinthisfield.”

Jahangiriseized this opportunity to thank the unflinching
and industrious efforts of physicians, doctors and medical
staffin the fightagainstthe novel coronavirus since the
outbreak ofthe pandemic.

He expressed hope thatthe coronavirus vaccine will be
provided available to people in the country in the shortest
time possiblein cooperation with the Ministry of Health
and Medical Education.

Elsewhereinhisremarks, the firstvice presidentmandated
the Plan and Budget Organization (PBO) to cooperate
with the Health Ministry in funding the provision of the
COVID-19 vaccine and making necessary consultationsin

US Hindering Iran’s Access to
Coronavirus Vaccine: CBI Chief

Governor ofthe Central Bank of Iranlashed

outatthe US forhampering Tehran's efforts

to access the coronavirus vaccine, saying

Washington falsely claims that banks can

process payments for humanitarian trade

with Iran.

“The USpretends
that food and
medicine are
not subject to
sanctions butin
practice (it) is
_ I stonewalling (the
payments),” Abdolnasser
Hemmatisaid Thursday.

e

thisregard.

He also pointed to the high
capabilities and potentials
of domestic knowledge-
based companies and
scientists in the production
of COVID-19 vaccine and
drug and added, “Iran’s
pharmaceutical industryis one of
the mostsuccessful industries that,
inadditiontomeetingdomesticdemand, can
yield significantforeign currency for the country.

NEWS

Iranreminds IAEA about the
body’s ‘solerole’

An Iranian envoy has urged the International
Atomic Energy Organization to focus on its
‘monitoring’ responsibilities and stay away from
offeringanalysis.
“@iaeaorgsoleroleistomonitorand verify the
voluntary nuclear-related measures as detailed
inthe JCPOA and to provide regular updatesin
thisregard,” Iran’s Permanent Ambassador to
Vienna-based International Organizations Kazem
Gharibabaditweeted on Friday.
“Anyassessmentoranalysisis outofthe mandate of
the Agency,”headded.

The tweet came as the head of the IAEA Rafael
Grossihad earlier called on Iran tonotimplement
thedecisiontoincrease nuclearactivities.

Iran should not follow through on threats to

increase uranium enrichmentand throw out his

He said the US decision
earlier thisyear toimpose
sanctions on 18 Iranian
banks and financial
institutions had effectively
blocked channelsavailable
to Iran to carry out
transactions related to
humanitarian trade.

“(They) have raised the
costs of transactions
significantly, and this is
a part of their maximum
pressure policy,” the top

banker noted, Press TV
reported.His comments
came two days after the
US Treasury said in a
statementthatitmaintains
broad exceptions from
its regime of sanctions
on Iran that allows the
commercial saleand export
ofhumanitarian goods to
the country. The statement
was issued following
reports showing that US
sanctions were impeding

Iran’sability toplace orders
for coronavirus vaccines
as the country seeks to
contain one ofthe harshest
outbreaksofthe diseasein
the Middle Eastregion.

Iranian authorities say
they have allocated ample
financial resources to get
nearly 42 million doses
of coronavirus vaccine
from abroad to immunize
people mostatriskofthe
infection. The countryhasa

comprehensive program to
meettherestofitsdemand
for vaccines through
domesticmanufacturing.
However, health ministry
officials have indicated
inrecentdays thatlIranis
facing problems to pay in
advance for more than 16
million doses ofavaccine
currently being developed
under the auspices
of the World Health
Organization.

Bulgarian
political figures
condemn

Anumber of Bulgarian political
and parliamentary figures and
ambassadorsand foreign missions
in the country sent messages to

[ran'sEmbassyin Sofiaexpressing
condolences over assassination
of the Iranian scientist Mohsen
Fakhrizadeh.Followingmartyrdom
of Fakhrizadeh, [ran's Embassy to
Bulgariaopenedavirtualmemorial
bookand Bulgarian officialsand
ambassadorslivinginthe country
sent messages, condemning

the terroristattack whichled to
the martyrdom of the Iranian
outstandingnuclearscientists.

Dr.Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, Deputy
Minister of Defense and Head of
the Research and Innovation
Organization of the Ministry of
Defense ofIran,whowas described
by Iran's Supreme Leader

Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei
as "adistinguished nuclear and
defensescientist",wasassassinated
and attained martyrdom on
November 27, near the town of
Absard, Damavand city to the east
of Tehran duringaterroristattack
bythe criminalagents ofthe Zionist
regime.

Zarifsays Iran
readytoseeUS
returntoJCPOA

United Statesisresponsible for
its commitments to the Joint
Comprehensive PlanofActionand
should makeefforttobeamember
of the JCPOA, Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
hassaid.

[ranisreadytoseethe USreturning
totheJoint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA), from which it
withdrew unilaterallyin 2018,
Zarif said in a recently-held

interviewwith Arman Media on
YouTube.

Theprivilege ofbeingamember of
the2015nucleardeal,akaJCPOA,
wouldbegrantedtothe USifitwere
faithful to fulfill its commitments,
Zarifsaid. Zarifdescribed JCPOA
as a legal agreement reached
between Iran and six world
powers-US, UK, France, Russia,
Chinaand Germany- which had
been confirmedbythe UN Security
Council Resolution2231.
Thelandmarkdeal with 104 pages
isfirmasthe US President Donald
Trump could not frame against
[randuringhis four-yeartenure,

theforeignministeradded.
Trumpistoleave White Houseas
he could not win the November
3 presidential electionatthe US
and hisrivalJoe Biden will be the
next US presidentas of January
20,2021.

Zarif noted that many experts
believe that JCPOA is a great
achievement gained after the US
and Israel were tointroduce Iran
asathreattosecurity.
Commenting on the US policies
during the new presidency, Zarif
said that members of Biden
administration know thatwhen
theyreturntothe]CPOA, certain

issues including Iran's missile
program are not negotiable
because they have already been
discussed.
Iranisnotpessimisticaboutthe
future, stated.

Speaking about the policies
adopted by theIsraeli occupying
regime, Zarif said the regime is
movingtowardsitscollapse.
Hesaid thatIran willnotofficially
recognize Israel; however, ifthe
Palestinians decide to reach
agreementwithIsrael, Iranhasno
problemwiththeissue.
"Democratic way is the sole
solutionto Palestine."

inspectors, he told Sky News. “Ifimplemented,
these measures would bean even further deviation
fromthe commitments thatlranenteredinto when
itjoined theagreement.”

Iran has reduced its commitments to the
2015-signed JCPOAinatransparentand reversible
mood in response to other parties’ failure to
safeguard Iran’seconomicinterestunderthe deal.
Recently, the Iranian Parliamentratified alaw that
further obliges the Iranian governmentand the
Atomic Energy Organization of Iran to boost the
nuclearindustryand reconsiderties withthe IAEA
incase theJCPOA signatories continue theirlack of
commitmentsto the deal.

Chinato sanction, restrict
travel on US diplomats: FM

SPoOXx.

China said it will sanction more US officials
and place new travel restrictions on American
diplomatsinretaliation for measures taken by the
Trump administration over Hong Kong.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua
Chunying didn’t provide specificnames of those
sanctioned, butsaid theyincluded peopleinthe
executive and legislative branches and their
immediate families, aswell asnon-government
organizations, Bloombergreported.

Chinawould also revoke visa-free entry to Hong
Kong and Macau for US diplomatic passport
holders, Hua told aregularbriefingin Hong Kong
on Thursday.

The USannounced sanctions Monday against 14
members of China’s National People’s Congress,
as President Donald Trump tries to ratchet up
pressure on Beijing before President-elect]oe
Bidentakes office.

Meanwhile, the current US administrationis also
harassing Chinese journalists and students. Many
Chinese companies involved in the deal with the
United States have also been disrupted on the
suspicion of collaborating with the Chinese Army.

Sanofi/GSK Announce Delayin
COVID-19 Vaccine Project

Anexperimental COVID-19vaccinedeveloped by Sanofiand Britain’s
GlaxoSmithKline showedaninsufficientimmune responsein clinical
trialresults, the French drugmaker said on Friday,ablowto efforts to
fightthe pandemic.

The two companies said they planned tolaunch another studynext
year, hoping to come up with amore effective vaccine by the end of
2021.

Thenews comesasadisappointment foracrop of vaccinesunder
development thatrely on more conventional proven designs as
the shotdeveloped by Pfizer and BioNTech using breakthrough
technologygetsrolled outacross Britain.

Friday’s results, Sanofi said, showed “an immune response
comparableto patientswhorecovered from COVID-19inadultsaged
18to49years,butalowimmuneresponseinolderadultslikelydueto
aninsufficientconcentration oftheantigen.”

Phaselllstudieswere expected tostartthismonth.
Sanofisaiditwould launch a phase 2b study in February of next

yearinstead afterarecentchallenge studyinnon-human primates
performed with animproved antigen formulation demonstrated
bettereffects.

“The studywillinclude a proposed comparison with anauthorized
COVID-19vaccine,” the companysaid, Reutersreported.

“Ifdataare positive, aglobal PhaseIll study could startin Q2 2021.
Positiveresults from this studywouldlead toregulatory submissions
inthe second halfof2021, hence delaying the vaccine’s potential
availability frommid-2021toQ42021."

The two companies said they had “updated governments and the
European Commissionwhereacontractual commitmenttopurchase
thevaccinehasbeenmade.”

The Sanofi-GSKvaccine uses the samerecombinantprotein-based
technology as one of Sanofi’s seasonal influenzavaccines. Itwillbe
coupled with anadjuvant, asubstance thatactsasaboosterto the
vaccine,madeby GSK.

The companieswould havebeenbe 14th playertoembarkon Phase
[IIstudies onpotential vaccines as governments struggle totame the
pandemicthathaskilled more than 1.5 million people, according to
World Health Organizationrecords.

Phasel/Ilstudytested the
safety, tolerabilityand immuneresponse of the vaccine in
440healthyadultsacross 11investigationalsitesinthe United States.
The partners are notthe firstin the race, but they believe their
respective experienceinthefieldsofvaccinesisanadvantage.
This week, Britain started deploying a vaccine that uses a
breakthrough mRNAtechnology developed by Pfizerand BioNTech,
jumpingahead oftherestofthe world intherace. Canada gave the
greenlightfortheshot, too.



Morocco-Zionist regime normalization draws vastreactions
Palestinian groups condemned the normalization of relations between the
Zionistregime and Morocco, callingitanact of betrayal. The normalization
of relations between the Zionistregime and Morocco has provoked negative
reactionsamongthe Palestinian groups.The Palestinian Islamic]Jihad movement
described the move asabetrayal ofal-Quds.The Palestinian [slamic Resistance
Movement (Hamas) also described the move asamistake thatdoesnotbenefitthe

Palestinian cause,addingthatthe Zionistregime isabusing the normalization of relations

20000 Rials

toincreaseitshostile policy againstthe Palestinian people.Popular Frontforthe Liberation of Palestine

said thatitwasadarkdayand further urged for unity to counter the Zionist regime and protect the
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Iran
COVIDI19-vaccine: NO one can talk
Veep s | about our beloved
. Azerbaijan: Zarif
Iranian Carmakers’ Irani il Zary
ranian Foreign Minister
Double-Pronged referred to the remarks
Strategyfor made by the Turkish
. Presidentand noted that
Boostlng no one can talk about
elove zerbaijan.
roduction 0 beloved  Azerb
In a tweet on Friday,
. . Iranian Foreign Minister
Khaf-Herat Railroad &
SigniﬁcantforRegion Mohammad Javad Zarif

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

wrote, “Pres.Erdoganwas
notinformed thatwhathe
ill-recited in Baku refers
tothe forcible separation
ofareasnorth of Arasfrom

05:29:55 ) o

| IranianmotherlandDidn't
Noon calltoprayer : he realize that he was
LIESVELS undermining the

Evening call to prayer:

17:17:34

WEATHER

High:9°c
Low:-3°¢

sovereignty ofthe Republic
of Azerbaijan?NO ONE can
talkabout OUR beloved
Azerbaijan.”Turkish
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogantraveled to Baku
on Thursday to attend
a military parade of
Azerbaijaniforcesonthe
occasion oftheliberation
oftheoccupiedterritories.

rights of the Palestinian people.The Ahrar movementannounced thatthe normalization of relations
between Moroccoand the Zionistregime is notapproved by the Moroccan people.

US Hindering Iran’s Access to

Coronavirus Vaccine: CBI1 Chief

Carbon neutrality by 2050: World's most urgent

mission

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterreshasissueda

statementin which he talksaboutamajor commitmentbyworld

countriestoachievenetzeroemissions by 2050.

Acopy ofthe message, which wasissued on thefifth
anniversary oftheadoption ofthelandmark Paris
Agreementon climate change, was faxed to IRNA
by the United Nations Information Center (UNIC) in
TehranonFriday.

Thefulltextofthe messagereads:

Asthe world marks the fifth anniversary of the
adoption of the landmark Paris Agreement on
climate change, a promising movement for carbon
neutralityistakingshape. Bynextmonth, countries
representing more than 65 per cent of harmful
greenhouse gassesand more than 70 per cent of
the world economy willhave committed toachieve
netzero emissions by the middle of the century.
Atthe same time, the main climate indicatorsare
worsening. While the Covid-19 pandemichas
temporarily reduced emissions, carbon dioxide
levelsarestillatrecord highs - and rising. The past
decade wasthehottestonrecord; Arcticseaicein
Octoberwasthelowestever,and apocalypticfires,
floods, droughts and storms are increasingly the
new normal. Biodiversity s collapsing, deserts
arespreading, oceans are warming and choking
with plasticwaste. Science tells us thatunless we
cutfossil fuel productionby 6 per centevery year
betweennow and 2030, things will get worse.
Instead, thewordis ontrackfora2 percentannual
rise.Pandemicrecovery gives usan unexpected
yetvital opportunity to attack climate change, fix
our global environment, re-engineer economies
andre-imagine our future. Hereis whatwe must
do:First,weneedbuildatruly global coalition for
carbonneutralityby 2050.The European Unionhas
committed to do so. The United Kingdom, Japan,
the RepublicofKoreaand more than 110 countries
have done the same. So, too, hasthe incoming
United Statesadministration. Chinahaspledged to
gettherebefore 2060. Every country, city, financial
institution and company should adopt plans for
netzero--and actnow to geton therightpath to
thatgoal, whichmeans cuttingglobal emissionsby
45per centby 2030 compared with2010levels. In
advanceofnextNovember'sUN Climate Conference

inGlasgow, Governmentsare obligated by the Paris
Agreementtobe ever more ambitious every five
yearsand submit strengthened commitments
known as Nationally Determined Contributions,
andthese NDCs mustshowtrueambitionforcarbon
neutrality. Technologyisonourside. [tcostsmoreto
simplyrunmostoftoday’s coal plantsthanitdoesto
buildnewrenewable plantsfromscratch. Economic
analysis confirmsthewisdomofthispath. According
tothe International Labour Organization, despite
inevitablejoblosses, the clean energy transition
will create 18 millionnetnewjobsby 2030. Butwe
mustrecognize thehuman costs of decarbonization,
and supportworkers with social protection, re-
skillingand up-skillingso thatthe transitionisjust.
Second, we need to align global finance with the
Paris Agreementand the Sustainable Development
Goals, the world’s blueprint for abetter future.
[tistimeto putaprice oncarbon; end fossil fuel
subsidies and finance; stop building new coal
power plants; shiftthe taxburden fromincome to
carbon, fromtaxpayers to polluters; make climate-
related financial risk disclosures mandatory;
and integrate the goal of carbon neutrality intoall
economicand fiscal decision-making. Banks must
aligntheirlending with the netzero objective, and
assetownersand managersmustdecarbonize their
portfolios.Third, we mustsecureabreakthrough
onadaptationandresilience to help those already
facing direimpacts of climate change. That’s not
happeningenough today: adaptationrepresents
only 20 per centof climate finance. Thishinders
oureffortstoreducedisasterrisk. Italsoisn'tsmart;
every$1investedinadaptationmeasurescouldyield
almost$4inbenefits. Adaptationandresilienceare
especiallyurgentforsmallisland developingstates,
forwhich climate changeisanexistential threat.

Iran transits over 2.38m of commodities via

Bashmagq customs

More than 2.3$ million worth of commodities have been

transited from Iran’s western Bashmaq customs in western

province of Kordestan since the beginning of the currentIranian

calendaryear (March 20),according to a provincial customs

official.

Bakhtiar Rahmanipourtold IRNA that
Bashmagq customsis the only transit
customs of Kurdistan Province.

He said that some 950,000 tons of
commodities worth $2.348 million
were transited from the customs over
thementioned period.

Iran's foreign trade in the first eight
months of the current Iranian year
(March 20,2020-November 21,2020)
stood at44.6billiondollars, asittraded
97.7 million tons ofgoods.

According to officials, the volume of
imported goods during the period at

21.8 million tons, of which 15.2 million
tonswere basicgoods.

The total value ofimported goods was
23.1billiondollars.

More than 75 million tons of goods
worth 21.5 billion dollars have been
exported.

Themain exportdestinationsoflranare
Iraq with 5.3 billion dollarsin the first
place, Chinawith the sameamountinthe
second place, UAEwith 2.7 billiondollars
and Turkeywith 1.6 billiondollarsinthe
third and fourth placesrespectively,and
Afghanistan with 1.5 billion dollarsin
thenextplace.

Main countries fromwhich Iranimports
goodsare China, UAE, Turkey, India and
Germany.As to the transitofgoods from
Iran,inthefirsteightmonths oftheyear
to November 20,some 4,471,000 tons
ofgoods were transited from Iran to
neighboring countries.

IRGC Closely
Confronting US
Forces at Sea,

Commander Says
Commander of the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps
Navy said his forces are
firmly standing against
the American forces in the
regional waters.

In comments on Friday, Rear
Admiral Ali Reza Tangsiri
warned the enemies that
the IRGC will take action if
theyintend toupsetregional
security.

The IRGC Navy is closely
confronting the American
forcesintheregional waters,
the commanderadded.

He further emphasized that

Iranwould by nomeansallow
any harm to the country’s
shippingindustry, stressing
the need for sustainable
security in the Persian Gulf
and theremote waters.

Iran extends the hand of
friendship to the Persian Gulf
littoral states, Tangsirinoted.
Highlighting the unity and
close cooperation between
the IRGC naval forces and
theIranian Navy, the general
said Iran’s presence in the
international waters has
ensured the security oftrade
vesselsand oil tankers.

His comments came after the
US flew two B-52H bombers
from Louisianato the Middle

East.
US Central Command
(CENTCOM) said in a

ilF — §=2
statement on Thursday

that the two Air Force
“Stratofortresses” flew
nonstop from Barksdale Air
Force Base, across Europe
and thenthe Persian Gulfona
short-notice mission.
Iranian military officials
have warned the US against
threateningIranianvesselsin
the Persian Gulf, stressing that
Iranisseriousindefendingits
security, territorial integrity
and maritime borders.
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