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NEWS

Switzerland Expands
Trade Relations With Iran

The transport agreement with Switzerland,
signed duringavisitto Bernin 2018 by Iranian
President Hassan Rouhani, envisages the complete
liberalization of goods transportand the removal of
administrative barriers.

Abilateral trade agreementhasbeenin force since
2017,Swissinfo.chreported.

“Collaborationinthe transportsectorispartofthe
roadmap Switzerlandand Iranagreed uponin 2016,
aspokesman for the Federal Department of Foreign
Affairs explains.

Theroadmap, he added, is the basis for deepening
Swiss-Iranianrelations.

The agreementisthelatestexample of Switzerland’s
effortstokeep upitsgood economicand diplomatic
relationswith Iran.

“Since the nuclear deal was agreed upon in
2015, Switzerland hasbeen trying to reactivate
itseconomicand trade relations with Iran,” says
Christian Blickenstorfer, former Swiss ambassador
to Saudi Arabia, the United States and Germany, who
wasalso political counselloratthe Swiss Embassyin
Iraninthe 1980s.

“After the nuclear deal and the graduallifting of the
sanctions, several European countries were hoping
toexpand theirrelations with Iran.”

ALaCarte Sanctions

Eventhough Switzerland adhered to the sanctions
imposed by the United Nations onIranin 2007, it
only partially observed the sanctions putin place
by the European Union a few years later. After
theimplementation of the nuclear dealin 2016,
Switzerland evenlifted some ofits sanctions.
“Itwas clear that Switzerland had to adhere to the
sanctionsimposed by the UN,butnotto the sanctions
imposed by the USorthe EU,” says Blickenstorfer.
The problem with the US sanctions was that
companies and banks that did not observe these
sanctions wereatrisk ofbeing prosecuted in the US.
"Companiesdoingbusinessinthe USaswellasbanks
arenotprepared totake suchrisks,” he said.
Humanitarian Channel

Switzerland managed to find a partial solution to the
problem.InFebruary2020,a payment mechanism
forthe delivery of humanitarian goods to Iran was
devised.

Under the “Swiss Humanitarian Trade
Arrangement”, Swiss firms in the food,
pharmaceuticaland medical sectors have asecure
payment channel with a Swissbank for theirexports
tolIran.

“The payment channel for the delivery of
humanitarian goods and pharmaceuticals to Iran
could onlybelaunched with the agreement of the US.
Itwas conceived for purely humanitarian reasons
to avoid a shortage of essential goods in Iran,”
Blickenstorfer explains.

[tisnotby chance that Switzerland managed to
broker this paymentmechanismin cooperation with
therelevantauthoritiesinthe USandinIran.
Switzerland hasnurtured good diplomaticrelations
withIranfor 100 years,and throughits protecting
power mandate hasrepresented USinterestsin Iran
since 1980.

“This mandate torepresent US interests ... allows
Switzerland to maintain normal relations with
Iran,” says Blickenstorfer,adding that relations
were notalways easy. “InIran, we are dealingwith a
governmentthatis completely different from ours.”
Duringhis election campaign, US President-elect
Joe Biden pledged to reactivate the nuclear deal
withIran.

“If Biden were to seek dialogue with Iran justlike
Bill Clinton did, the well-functioning Swiss payment
channel could be ofuse to him,” Blickenstorfer said.
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MRC Report: Wastewater Potential
Remains Underexploited

The Majlis Research Centersaid urban wastewater

networksand sewage collectionfacilitieshave been

expandingbutthesameisnottrueforruralareas.

=

NEWS

Sewage systems came
to the villages long
after cities and less
than 0.5% of Iran's
rural populationare
linked to wastewater

IS ities the MRCsaid,

ISNAreported.

The report said of the total
urban population 51% (300
cities) are connected to the
wastewater systemsand many
municipalregionsand almost
allruralareasarestill deprived
ofit. Absorbing wellsare used
todisposewastewater:

The problem withabsorbing
wells is that a part of the
wastewater enters surface
water and groundwater
networksand harms drinking
waterquality.
Besidescontaminatingpotable
water, untreated sewage can
alsoharmmarineand wildlife,
expands oxygen depletion,
restrictsrecreational wateruse
andfishfarming.

Based on data from the
National =~ Water  and
Wastewater Engineering
Company (Abfa), 220
wastewater treatmentplants
are operating (in big cities)
with an annual output of
about4billion cubicmeters of
processed wastewater, apart
ofwhichisunused duetolack
of customers.

Abfa has said it is in the
process of expanding the
system but due to financial
constraintsexpanding sewage

infrastructuretosmalltownsis
notapriority, fornow.
According to Abfa, the
processed sewage is largely
used foragriculture, industrial
activities,greenspaces, stream
augmentation and aquifer
recharge.

An average 70% of water
consumedinhouseholdsturns
into sewage ofwhichlessthan
50%isreclaimed.

Beforethe 1979 revolutionin
Iran, wastewater treatment
andreclamationwasvirtually
non-existent. Concerted efforts
weremadeinthe 1990'sand
by 2001 there were 39
wastewaterplantswithatotal
capacityof 712,000 cmperday
treatingwastewater produced
byalmost3.8millionpeople.
Accordingtothe MRCreport,
processing wastewater has
become fundamental to the
growth of industries and
agriculture. One cubicmeter of
polluted water contaminates
40 cubicmetersofcleanwater,
which explainswhy collecting
wastewater has become
critical to help protect the

environment.

Untenable

The MRC complained that
the average volume of water
usedinIrantoproducemetals,
namely gold and copper, is
fivetimesaboveinternational
norms, putting the industries
inanuntenable position.
Worldwidelessthan400 cubic
metersofwaterisused tomine
onekilogramofgold, whereas
inlranitis 2,000 cubicmeters.
The report said Iranian
companies use 200 cubic
meters of water to produce
one ton of copper that is at
least five times above other
copper producingcompanies.
For cement and sand the
consumption is 900 cubic
metersperton.

Morethan 128 cubicmeters of
waterisrequired toproduce
oneton of steel and based on
the government’s target to
annually produce 45 million
tonsof steel by 2021, close to
6billion cubicmeters ofwater
willbeneeded, whichis more
than 7% ofthe total used for
farming.

The worsening water crisisin
[ranhasputmountingpressure
ondomesticsteel companies
to innovate and improve
productivity. Moststeel plants
are facing strong opposition
from conservationists,
economic experts and
environmentalists as water
resources dryupand demand
keepsonrising.

According to the report, to
preservethepreciousresource,
the Energy Ministryis pushing
industries and farmers to
use reclaimed water. Huge
investments have gone into
water treatment plantsand
desalination units, the last
of whichisthe controversial
$800 million projectlaunched
last week to bring water
from the Persian Gulfto the
desertprovince of Kermanin
southeastIran.
Thegovernmenthopesthatby
making treated wastewater
saferand moreaccessible for
industries and agriculture
will have a positive effectin
preservingdrinkingwater.

Cigarette
Smuggling
Increases by

8.9%

Atotal of 7.58billion cigarettes
were smuggled into Iran
during the seven months to
Oct. 21, indicating an 8.9%
increase compared with the

corresponding period of last
year.

An estimated 37.91 billion
cigarettes were smoked during
the period, registering no
significant change year-on-year,
Mehr News Agency reported,
citingthe Ministry of Industries,
Miningand Trade’s data.
Thereportadded thatcigarette
exports stood at 71 million
duringthe period, indicatinga

42%YOY increase.

Local production stood at
30.2 billion, registering a
2.6% decline YOY. The Iranian
government has banned the
importof cigarettes foralong
time now.The average goods
and services Consumer Price
Index of "tobacco"”,among 12
groups ofthe basketof consumer
goods and services purchased
by households, inthe 12-month

period ending Oct. 21, which
marks the end of the seventh
Iranian month, increased by
17.6% compared with the
corresponding period of the
previousyear.

According to the Statistical
Center of Iran, the CPI of the
group stood at 396.4 during
the period, indicatinga 6.5%
rise compared with the month
before.
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Iran's'Trade

With AfricaTops
$200m

A total 0f959,848 tons of
commodities worth more

than $180 million were
exported to 27 African

countries during the
period, while imports

stood at 8,299 tons worth
$20.39 millionIrantraded 1

million tons ofgoods worth
more than $200 million

with African states during
the first seven months of
the current Iranian year
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According to the
spokesperson ofthe Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs
Administration, 959,848
tons of commodities worth
more than $180 million
were exported to 27
African countries during
the period.

“Exports included dairy
products, dates, plaster
and cement, carbon, metal
sheets, glass, iron bars,
aluminum, flowers for
use in perfumery, licorice
extract, medical equipment
and oilseeds,” Rouhollah
Latifi was also quoted as
sayingby IRNA.
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Gold, Currencies

Under Pressure
Forex and gold prices
continued to fall on
Wednesday in Tehran.
The Emamigold coinlost
3.42%andwaspricedat
117 millionrials.
HalfBahar Azadiplunged
5.74%to 61 millionrials.
The coin had closed
Tuesday trade at 64.5
millionrials. A quarter
Bahar Azadi gold coin
lost 1.5 million rials
and was traded for 43
millionrials,accordingto
Eghtesadnews website.
Gold coin prices in
Iran almost always
move in tandem with
foreign exchange rates,
thoughattimesarealso
impacted by prices in
theinternational bullion
market.

According to Reuters,
gold stuck toanarrow
range on Wednesday as
optimism over Pfizer's
successful vaccinetrials
countered concerns
overrising coronavirus
infections and bets
for further economic
support.Spotgold eased
0.1%t0$1,876.41 per
ounce, while US gold
futures fell 0.4% to
$1,876.90.

Foreign exchangerates
inIran posted smaller
decline on Wednesday.
The dollar was worth
257,000rialsinthefree
market, 4,000 rials or
1.56% lower than the
previousday'sclose.The
eurolost2,350rialsor
0.77%to fetch307,530
rials and the British
pound shed 1,560 rials
to buy 343,920 rials.
The Emirati dirham fell
0.7% cut compared to
Tuesday's close to be
taggedat72,300rials.
Moneychangers
affiliated to banks
quoted slightly lower
rates. Melli Exchange,
affiliated to Bank Melli
Iran, priced each US
dollarat 256,200 rials
andtheeuroat303,000
rials. Theregulated forex
market, officiallyknown
as the Iran Currency
Exchange, started
announcing prices for
thefirsttime on Monday
-- anew move to help
improve transparency
inthe near permanent
volatile forex market.
Theregulated marketis
anetwork ofbanks and
certified moneychangers
under CBI auspices
and deals inwholesale
trade. The dollar was
tradedat248,110rials
intheregulated market,
whichwasdown 1.42%
compared to Tuesday.
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Syria Condemns
Pompeo's
‘Provocative’
Visitto Israeli-
Occupied Golan
Heights
Syriainthe “strongest
language,” has
condemned the US
Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo's
visit to the disputed
Israeli-occupied Golan
Heights on Thursday.
Pompeoisthe firstUS
official tovisitthearea,
and the nearby Israeli-
occupied West Bank
where he announced
a special “made in
Israel” system of
labels for West Bank
products. The move
sparked outrage
among Palestinians.
Palestinian President
Mahmoud  Abbas
said Pompeo's visits
tothe occupied areas
represented “active
participation in this
occupation.”

A Syrian government
source spoke out
against the official
US visit, calling on
the United Nations to
condemn Pompeo's
“provocative” visit to
Golan Heights, which
Israel captured from
Syria in the Six-Day
Warof1967.

They alsoreportedly
criticized
Israel's  repeated
“aggressions” against
the country, ahead of
theend of US President
Donald Trump's
tenure in the White
House, according to
Syria's SANA news
agency.

The sourceadded that
Pompeo's trip had
violated UN Security
Council Resolution
497,which declared
any Israelijurisdiction
over Golan Heights
“null and void and
withoutinternational
legal effect.”

In March 2019 Trump
signed a declaration
recognizing Israel's
sovereignty of the
Golan Heights,
describing the move
as a “diplomatic
victory” at a joint
press conference with
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu.
“The simple
recognition of this as
partoflsrael.. wasa
decision President
Trump made that is
historically important
and simply a
recognition of reality,”
said Pompeo on
Thursday.

=

Armenia's Defense Minister
Submits Resignationas

Armenians Leave Occupied
Areas

Armenian Defense Minister Davit Tonoyan has tendered his
resignation, the Aravotdailyreported Friday,as Armenianresidents
continued toleave occupied areasin Nagorno-Karabakh.
Tonoyanhasheld the position since May2018.

The governmentofPrime Minister Nikol Pashinianhas come under
pressuretoquit,withthousandsof demonstratorsdemandinghe go
following the signing ofa cease-fire thatordered Armeniatoleave

Trump sending message to KU, opponents

via threating Iran

occupiedareasinNagorno-Karabakhaftersixweeks offightingwith
Azerbaijan, Daily Sabahreported.

The two ex-Soviet nations have beenlocked ina conflictoverthe
territory for decades. Heavy fighting flared up in late September
and haslefthundreds, possibly thousands, dead in the biggest
escalationinaquarter-century. Several cease-firesannounced
overthe pastsixweeks failed to haltthe violence, but the current
agreementappeared tobeholding, with neithersidereportingany
morefightingsinceitcameinto force.

The pact, whichhasbeen celebrated in Azerbaijan and angered
Armenians, calls for Armenia to turn over control of some areasit
holdsoutside theborders of Nagorno-Karabakh. Theyinclude the
Lachinregion, whichhasthe shortestroute between Armeniaand
the Nagorno-Karabakhregion. Theagreementcalls fortheroad,

Commentingonrecentpsychologicalwarfareagainst

[ran, Shireen Hunter says Trump mightbe sendinga

message to hisopponentsand EUaboutincreasing

costsofhisremovalfrompower.

myamm Recently there
wj/?’ are some
ISFAHAN contradictory
NEW s reports on

possible us
NEWS President

S ponald Trump’s

the so-called Lachin Corridor, to
remainopenandbe protected
by Russian peacekeepers.

The deal also calls for
transport links to be
established through
Armeniathatwould connect
Azerbaijanand its western
exclave of Nakhchivan, which
is surrounded by Armenia,
Iran and Turkey. A total of 1,960
Russian peacekeepers, some of whom

havealreadyarrived in Nagorno-Karabakh,are tobe
deployedintheregionunderafive-yearmandatetosecurethetruce.

NEWS

Pompeo's visit to Golan Heights

violation of our sovereignty

The Syrian Foreign Ministry, in a statement, strongly
condemned Mike Pompeo'sillegal visit to the occupied
Golan Heights, callingita clearviolation of the country's
sovereignty.

As AlMayadeenreported, the statement underlined
that"Mike Pompeo's visit to the Golan Heights in Syria
while Donald Trump's presidencyisabouttoendisa
provocative actanda clearviolation of the sovereignty
ofthe Syrian Arab Republic."

"Pompeo’svisit coincides with the ongoing recent
attacks of the occupiers' regime on Syria, the last of
which took place two days ago on November 17," it

military action against
Iran before leaving the
officeonJan 20,2021.
“President Trump asked
senior advisers in an
Oval Office meeting
on Thursday whether
he had options to take
actionagainstIran’s main
nuclearsiteinthe coming
weeks," the New York
Timeswrote.

"Arange of senioradvisers
dissuaded the president
from moving ahead with
a military strike. The
advisers —including Vice
President Mike Pence;
Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo; Christopher C.
Miller, the acting defense
secretary; and Gen. Mark
A. Milley, the chairman
oftheJoint Chiefs of Staff
— warned that a strike
against Iran’s facilities
could easily escalate into
abroader conflictin the
lastweeks of Mr. Trump’s
presidency.”While New
York Times says Trump
was the initiator of this
plan, some other sources
say the plan wasinitiated
by other officials of the
White House but Trump
wasnotinterestedinit.
To know more about the
issue and the motives
behind such psychological
warfare, wereached outto
Shireen Tahmaasb Hunter

Professor of Political
Science at Georgetown
Universityinthe US.
Some believe that thisis
psychological warfare
orchestrated againstIran
by some US Medias. What
isyour opinionaboutthis
viewpoint?

Itishard tosay.Itcould be
psychological pressure
and most probably is.
However, given the
serious repercussions for
Iran,should suchanattack
take place, the threat
should be taken seriously,
even if it is unlikely to
happen. The risks could
increase should there
be attacks by Iran or its
regional allies on US
targets,suchastherecent
attackonthe US embassy
inlraq.

Some say resorting
to such psychological
warfare after his defeat
in the election, Trump
triestosend amessage to
hisopponentsinside the
country and Europe that
hewillincrease the costs
ofhisremoval from power
while his supportersare

inthestreets. Whatdoyou
think ofthis?

Certainly, Trump mightbe
sending such amessage.
However, 1 doubtthatsuch
amessage would be taken
seriously by US allies. At
any rate, they have little
influence on US' domestic
politics.

Why has Trump revealed
itsplanifhereally intends
toattack? Why doesn’the
wantto attack Iran orits
allies unexpectedly like
what Washington did
during the assassination
ofLt. Gen.Soleimani?
Idon'tthink thatthereis
actually a serious plan to
attack Iran. Trump was
askinghisadvisersto offer
him possible options,
should hedecidetoattack.
His advisers, including
the Vice President, Mike
Pence, pointed out the
risksofsuchanactionand
advised himagainstit.
Itissaid thatbyresorting
tosuch measures White
House wants to create
a balance of horror to
prevent Iran’s revenge
on the eve of Lt. Gen.

Soleimanis assassination
anniversary. Doyouagree
with thisviewpoint?

I doubtthatthiswasthe
mainreason for Trump's
inquiry abouttargets to
attackinIran.Itis clear
that if Iran launches a
significant attack on
US assets in the region,
Washington will retaliate.
Many believe that such
a dangerous decision
thatcanlead toanall-out
regional war cannot be
made by Trump himself
anditneeds confirmation
of both US Republicans
and Democrats. Whatdo
youthink of these points
ofview?

The limited targeted
attack does not need
Congressional agreement
as provided in the War
Power Act. But, there
would be pressure
from Congress, and the
military to prevent such
an act. Furthermore,
such an attack would
be unpopular with
the American people
struggling with Covid 19
anditseconomicfallouts.

added.

The Syrian Foreign Ministry declared thatsuch tripsare
acrime thatencouragesthe Zionist regime to continue
itshostileand dangerous approach.

Damascus called on the United Nations and the
international community to condemnsuch actions and
trips whichareagainstthe UN resolutions.

The Syrian Foreign Ministry also reiterated its call on
the UN Security Council (UNSC) to actagainstsuch
provocative visitsand actions.

Mike Pompeo became the first US secretary of state to
visitthe occupied Golan Heights.

Pompeo toured on Thursday parts of the disputed
territory on the Tel Avivregime’s border with Syria
under heavy security with the Israeliregime's so-called
Foreign Minister Gabi Ashkenazi.

Iran, Portugal confer on visa

issues under pandemic

[ran's Ambassador to Portugal in his meeting with the
Consular Director-General of Portuguese Ministry of
Foreign Affairs discussed visaissuance procedures
forIranianslivingand studyingin Portugal under the
pandemic.

[ran's Ambassador to Portugal Morteza Damanpak Jami
inhis meeting with the Consular Director-General of the
Portuguese Ministry of Foreign Affairs talked about the
delayintheextensionoftheresidency permitofIranians
livingin Portugal, the visaissuance procedures,and the
two countries' cooperation onjudicial assistance and
extradition of criminals.

Damanpakwrote in his Twitteraccount: "Inameeting
with the Consular Director-General of Portuguese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, we talked about the delay
inthe extension of the residency permit of Iranians
reside in Portugal, the visa certification process and
two countries' cooperation onjudicial assistance and
criminals extradition”.

Inthe time ofthe Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, a
number of [raniansliving abroad, especially students
studyingin foreign countries, who havereturned to Iran
are facingvisa extension problems and could notreturn
tothe countries for residence or education.

US Attackon IrantoTrigger
‘Full-Fledged’ Warin
Region: Adviser

Adefenseadviserto LeaderoftheIslamicRevolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei warned thatany American attackon
theIslamic Republiccould setoffa “full-fledged war” in the
region.“We don'twelcomea crisis. We don’twelcome war. We
arenotafterstartingawar;' Brigadier General Hossein Dehgan
told the Associated Pressinarecentinterview.He, however,
warned againstany Americanmilitary escalationin Trump’s
finalweeksin office."A limited, tactical conflict can turninto
afull-fledged war,” he said. “Definitely, the United States, the
region and the world cannotstand suchacomprehensive
crisis.”"Theremarks cameinreactiontoarecentreportinwhich
the New York Times, citingfour currentand former US officials
on Monday, said that Trump asked senioradvisersinan Oval
Office meeting on Thursday whether he had options to take
actionagainstlran’smainnuclearsitein the comingweeks.A
range of senioradvisers dissuaded the presidentfrommoving
ahead withamilitary strike,said The New York Times,adding
thatthe advisers —including Vice President Mike Pence;
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo; Christopher C. Miller, the

actingdefensesecretary; and Gen.Mark A. Milley, the chairman
ofthe]Joint Chiefs of Staff— warned thatastrikeagainstlran’s
facilities could easily escalateintoabroader conflictin thelast
weeks of Trump’s presidency.Further; the advisorreiterated
the country’s principled stance thatits missile poweris
non-negotiable duetoits forming partofIran’s “deterrent”
might."The Islamic Republic of Iran will not negotiate its
defensive power...withanybodyunderany circumstances,” he
added. “Missilesare asymbol ofthe massive potential thatisin
ourexperts,youngpeopleandindustrial centers.”The official
alsowarned aboutlsrael’sregional expansionistambitions
thatsawtheregime normalizingitsrelations with the United
Arab Emirates, Bahrain,and Sudan earlierin the year. Dehgan
warned thatthe ambitious march wasa “strategicmistake”
thatcould putTel Avivinaparlousstate.

“Itisopeningan extensive front,” he said. “Justimagine every
Israeliinany militarybase canbeatargetfor groupswhoare
opposedtolsrael”

General Dehgan, meanwhile,addressed thelikelihood offresh
negotiationswith the USunder President-elect]oe Bidenand
the quality thatsuchtalks could partake of.The US’ atrocities
under Trumphad madeitextremelydifficultforIrantoaccept
itsreturntothenegotiationtable, he said. Amongtherest, he
referred tothe US’assassination of Iran’s senioranti-terror
commander Lieutenant General Qassem Soleimani on

Trump’s

directorder near Baghdad
airportinjJanuary.

Hecalled the IRGC'sretaliatory missilestrikesagainstUSbases
inlraqthatcamealmostimmediately aftertheassassinationa
mere “initialslap,’and said thattheIslamicRepubliccontinued
toseektheexpulsionofall Americanforcesfromtheregionas
revenge forthebarbaricassassination.
“We do not seek a situation in which (the other party)
buys time to weaken our nation,” he also said -- apparently
signaling that Tehran would not tolerate any American
trickery in the event of any fresh talks -- and said, “We
are not after negotiations for the sake of negotiations
either”



Iranian, Afghan provincesurge expansion of mutual ties
Governor-General of Khorasan Razaviprovinceand the Chairman ofthe Herat Provincial
Councilemphasized the need toimprove ties between the two provinces.During their
meetingin Mashhad, the Governor-General of Khorasan Razavi province Mohammad
Sadegh Motamedian pointed to thehistorical, cultural, and religious background and
commonalitiesbetween Iranand Afghanistanandsaid Iran expectsthelevel of cooperation

between Heratand Khorasan Razavi provinces toincrease.Pointing to the role of border
provincesinenhancing the interaction between Iran and Afghanistan, Motamedianhoped fora boostin

20000 Rials

bilateraltrade consideringthe twogovernment'spolicy ofincreasingbilateraltradeand economicexchange."We

are fully prepared for theactivation of Iran-Afghanistan Dogharoon cross border gate round the clock," he
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Trump sending
messageto EU, I e )
opponents via
threating Iran Iranbegins feeding
uranium gas into
R B advanced centrifuges
Switzerland Iran's Ambassador to the
Expands Trade Vienna-basedinternational
Relations With organizations  Kazem
Gharibabadi said thatthe
Iran [AEA's report confirmed
o his country begun feeding
Gold, Currencies uranium . hexafluoride
Under Pressure (UF6) gasintotheadvanced

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

uranium-enriching
o centrifuges that it had

installedatitsNatanzsit.
According to the report,
on14November2020,the
Agency verified thatIran

05:14:44 beganfeeding UF6intothe
Noon call to prayer: recentlyinstalled cascade of
11:49:19 1741R-2mcentrifugesatthe

Evening call to prayer:

17:18:18

WEATHER

Fuel EnrichmentPlant(FEP)
in Natanz, Gharibabadi
noted.In response to the
US' unilateral move and
Europe's failure to help
Iran take advantage of the
economic benefits of the
deal, Tehranrowedbackon
itsnuclear commitments
five times in compliance
with Articles 26 and 36 of
the]CPOA.

added Motamedianalsoinformed thatthe Khaf-Heratrailwayistobeinaugurated withindays and thatuponits
completion ofthe Khaf-Heratrailway projectthe trade tiesbetweenboth countrieswillincrease too.

US Attack on Iran to 'T'rigger ‘Full-Fledged’
Warin Region: Adviser

Germany Contributes 1.28m to WFP Activitiesin

Iran

Germany supported the United Nations World Food Program

(WFP) with a supplementary contribution of 1€ million

(approximately 1.2$ million) towards its assistance program

inIran.

This contribution is in addition to a
contribution of €1 million received in
April 2020. It will benefit Afghan and
Iraqirefugeeslivingin settlementsin
Iran.

At the same time, it allows WFP to
assist vulnerable Iranians affected
by natural disasters such as floods,
earthquakes,locustinfestation,and the
socio-economiceffects ofthe COVID-19
pandemic.

“The Government and people of
Germany have steadfastly supported
us since 2014 with funds for our
refugee assistance program,” said WFP
Representative and Country Director
inIran Negar Gerami. “Allowing us this
year to use a portion of these funds for
an emergency response to large-scale
natural disasters gives us more flexibility
to fulfill our mandate and for that, we are
extremely grateful.”

WFP will primarily use the funds to
provide both cash and food assistance
toaddress the mostpressing nutrition

needs of refugee families. A portion of
the fundswill be used tolocally procure
monthly emergency family food packs
fordistributionin areas hardesthitby
locustinfestation and COVID-19, the
combination of which hasjeopardized
thelivelihood of the tens of thousands
of vulnerable people in anumber of
provincesinIran.

“WFP has been a close partner for
Germany for many years to help those
who are suffering from hunger and
malnutrition. Especially during the
Covid pandemic, itisimportantnotto
forgetthe mostvulnerable,” said German
Ambassadorto Iran, Hans Udo Muzel,
accordingto Tehran Times.

“Thatis why Germany will continue to
support WFP here inIran with another
one million Euro to provide cashrelief
and food assistance for refugees and
specially affected communities. This
is partof Germany’s engagement for
multilateralism.”

Over more than three decades, Iran
hasbeenhostingaround one million
refugees —the sixth-largestrefugee
populationintheworld.Iranisalsoone
ofthe mostdisaster-prone countriesin
the world, hithardinrecenthistory by
earthquakes, floods,locustinvasion,and
COVID-19 pandemic.

Iran Envoy:
Yemenis peopleto
continue resistance
till victory

resistance until victory.

The Ambassador wrote in his

afteranother.

Iranian Ambassador to Sana'a

Hassan Irlou pointed to sixyears
of aggression against Yemen
and stressed thatits people will
remain steadfastand will continue

Twitter account that almost
6 years since the aggression
against Yemen began, hereisa
comprehensive blockade that
stiflesthe Yemenipeople one day

He said: There has
unspeakable destruction in the

level of infrastructure Inreturn
,the people's steadfastness and
resistance continue until victory.
Since March 2015, Saudi Arabia
and itsallies, including the UAE,
have been conducting bloody
military aggression in Yemen,
using arms supplied by their
Westernbackers.

The aim of the war has been to
bring Yemen's former president
Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadiback
topower and defeat the Houthi
Ansarullahmovement.

been

Trump, Xi to Meetat Virtual Asia Pacific Forum

as Trade Spat Endures

US President Donald Trump and his Chinese counterpartXi

Jinping will attend a virtual summit of Asia Pacificleaders on

Fridayto discuss the coronavirusand global economicrecovery,

withlingering trade differenceslikely to cloud the meeting.

The pairwillbe atameeting oftheleaders
ofthe 21-nation Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) hosted virtually by
Malaysiajusttwo weeks after Trump lost
hisre-electionbid.

Asia Pacificleaders have called for more
openand multilateral trade to supportthe
economicrecovery,and warned against
protectionisttrade policies.

After comingto powerin 2017, Trump
slapped tariffs onbillions of dollars worth
of Chinese products, whichlaunched a
trade war between the world's twolargest
economies.

Atthelast APECsummitin 2018, member
countries failed to agree on a joint
communique forthe firsttimeinthebloc's
history as the United States and China
disagreed ontrade and investments.

In the run up to Friday's meeting,
several APEC leaders warned against
protectionism as the world grapples
with the economicimpactofthe novel
coronavirus.

"Aswe confrontthis generation's biggest
economic challenge, we mustnotrepeat
the mistakes of history by retreating
into protectionism," New Zealand Prime
Minister Jacinda Ardern said on Friday,
speaking at the APEC CEO Dialogues,
Reutersreported.

"APECmustcontinue tocommittokeeping
marketsopenand trade flowing."

Xi on Thursday said "mounting
unilateralism, protectionism and bullying
as well as backlash against economic
globalization" had added to risks and
uncertainties inthe world economy:.

He said China will remain committed
to multilateralism, openness and

cooperation.

Other Asia Pacific leaders have also
expressed hope that a Joe Biden
administration would engage more and
supportmultilateral trade.

Japanaimsto expand the Comprehensive
and Progressive Agreement for Trans-
Pacific Partnership trade pact, Prime
Minister Yoshihide Suga said on Friday,
potentially catering for China's and
Britain'sinterestinjoiningthe deal.
Trump pulled the United States out of the
Trans-Pacific Partnership trade pact, the
predecessorto CPTPP. The United Statesis
alsoabsent from the world'slargest free-
trade bloc, the Regional Comprehensive
Partnership Agreement (RCEP) - a
15-nation pactbacked by Chinathatwas
signedlastweek.

The Trump administration has been
criticized foralowerlevel of engagement
in Asia. The only time he hasjoined an
APECsummit-held annually-wasin2017.
Lastyear's summitin Chile was cancelled
duetoviolentprotests.

Trump also missed two virtual Asia
meetings last week: the 10-member
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) summitand the broader East
AsiaSummit.

Other than working on a joint
communique, the APECleadersarealso
expected todiscussthebloc's post-2020
vision, which would replace the 1994
Bogor Goals-asetoftargetsonreducing
barriers to trade and investment - that
expirethisyear.
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