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Iran eyes producing
10mn tons of steelin
PGMISEZ by 2025

Deputy Minister of Industry, Mineand Trade
said thatitis expected that 10 million tons of
steel would be produced in the Persian Gulf
Miningand Metal Industries Special Economic
Zoneby 2025.

Khodadad Gharibpour made the remarks
onSat.and added, “Under the Development
Outlook Visionin 2025, itis predicted thatthe
annual production capacity of steel in Persian
Gulf Mining and Metal Industries Special
EconomicZone will hit 10 million tons.”
Increasing import of raw materials and
also exporting manufactured products
are prerequisites for creating steelmaking
capacityintheregion, he added.

Paying due attention to the specialized
infrastructurestorealize the objective of the
mining roadmap for the Persian Gulf Mining
and Metal Industries Special Economic Zone
isoftheimportant programs in this field,
ChiefExecutive of Iranian Mines and Mining
Industries Development and Renovation
Organizationadded.

The existence of huge energy resources
includingoil and gas, 8th Oil Refinery, Persian
Gulf Star Refinery and gas refineries of
Sarkhoun, Qeshm and Gurzin is one of the
important factors distinguishing the special
zone from other special zones of Persian Gulf
littoral states, Gharibpouradded.
Elsewhereinhisremarks, Gharibpour pointed
to the attraction ofinvestment and added,
“Successinattraction ofinvestoris one ofthe
mostimportantachievements of Persian Gulf
Special EconomicZone.”

Persian GulfSpecial Economic Zone enjoys
high potentials and capabilities in attraction
ofinvestor and hasthus far showed acceptable
performanceinthisregard, headded.

Rouhani: Nextyear
budgetbill aims to cut
directreliance onoil

revenuces

President Hassan Rouhani said on Saturday
thatIran’s nextyear budgetbill aims to fully
stop the country’s direct reliance on oil
revenues.

The president made the remarks speaking
duringthe 181stsession ofthe government’s
Economic Coordination Headquarters.
Rouhani said that the main goals of the
country’s nextyearbudgetbill are toreduce
the costsand increase incomes, lessen the
government'sroleinthe economy, promote
e-governance, cutreliance on oilrevenues,
pave the way for a production boost and
implementthe general principles of resistance
economy.

Healso said thatthe nextyearbudgetbill will
focus onlong-term growth through more
focus on non-oil exports, more active fight
against COVID-19 and reducingits negative
impacts onthe country’s economy, facilitating
business activities, and paying attention to
people'slivelihoods with the priority of basic
commodities.

The President further highlighted the need
toreduce tariffsin bilateral agreements to
promote traderelations with neighboringand
Eurasian countries.
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Iran, Pakistan develop barter trade

Iranian trade with Pakistan has decreased due to

smugglingand USsanctionsso thetwoneighboring

countrieshavedecidedtolookintovariousmethods of

trade, especiallybartersystem.

Iran’s Foreign
Minister
Mohammad -
N E w s Javad Zarif and his
accompanying
NEWS political and
m economic
delegation made a
visit to Islamabad last
Tuesday and met with
high-ranking officials of
Pakistan, including Prime
Minister Imran Khan,
Foreign Minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi, and
ArmyCommander General
Qamar Javed Bajwa.
Zarifhad already visited
Pakistan 10 times.
Pakistanisone ofthe most
important neighbors of
Iran and its population,
about212 million,ismore
thanallthe other countries
thathaveland borderwith
[ran.
However,level oftradewith
Pakistanisnotsatisfactiry
forIran.Iranranked the
30th exporterto Pakistan
in2018and provided only
0.6% of the needs of the
mostpopulated neighbor.
The number is tiny for a
countrythathas900km of
landborderwithIran.
Therefore, the 11thtrip of
ZariftoIslamabad should
beseenasonetodiscuss
economic relations.
Business Recorderwrote,
“Pakistan and Iran are
said to have discussed

&"J;Qu

differentways and means
toenhancebilateral trade
throughbartermechanism
duetoabsence ofbanking
channels.”

The Business Recorder
said, “Both countries
discusseddifferentoptions
during two-day visit of
Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif.
Prime Minister Advisor on
Commerceand Investment,
Abdul Razak Dawood also
discussed bilateral trade
relationsinformally with
thevisitinglranian Foreign
Minister”

Saying that presently,
informal trade between
Pakistan and Iran is far
higherthanformaltrade, it
added, “Interestingly, both
countries have complaints
against each other on
informal trade/smuggling
whichishittingtheirformal
economies.”

Iranians argue that
Pakistani smuggled
products canbe found in
Tehran'sbazaars and on

the other hand, Iranian
oil and other goods are
also available in every
part of Pakistan. Also,
Iranian fruits are being
smuggled into Pakistan
through  Afghanistan
without paymentof duty
which hurts theinterests
of Pakistani farmers
especiallyin Baluchistan.
The Business Recorder
alsowrote, “The sources
said, in order to finalize
the Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) withIran,acouple of
meetings ofthe Technical
Negotiating Committee
(NNC)havebeenheldsince
2016.Draftof FTAingoods
and Mutual Recognition
Agreement (MRA) on
Technical Barriersto Trade
(TBT) and sanitary and
phytosanitary have been
shared.”

“However, Pakistan
maintains that Iran
should take measures
to fully operationalize
existing Preferential Trade
Agreement (PTA) until FTA

isfinalised.”

Iran can meet Pakistan’s
need for oil “at a
comparatively cheaper
price”,andtherehasalways
been demand of medical
and surgical instruments
and Pakistaniriceandfruits
inIran.

Pakistan is capable of
meeting Iranian needs
of these products by
improving the requisite
logisticsandinfrastructure
inthisregard, thearticle
added.

Iflegal meansoftradeare
notexplored betweenIran
and Pakistan, the people
residingneartheborders
arelikely to getinvolvedin
exploringillegalmeansand
channelsoftradinggoods,
whichmay ultimately give
risetothegreaterrisks.
Themainobstaclefortrade
betweenIranand Pakistan
isthe bankingsanctions,
whichcantoalarge extent
be overcome if there is
mutual resolve for barter
trade.

Iran's economy
should notbe
tied to White

House

Iranian Parliament Speaker
said that Iranian people's
livelihoods should notbetied to
thevictory or defeat ofanyone
inthe White House.
Referringto the US presidential

election, Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibafsaid, "The recent US
election and the events before
and after it were instructive.
The US, which foryears hid its
structural, social, political and
economic problems with its
media power, was now exposed
totheworld's publicopinion.”

"The real US, which, along
withits economicand military
strength, isembroiledindeep
social divisions and structural

discrimination, is along way
from a dramatic US. The real
picture of US showed the
declining trend of this country
infrontofthe eyes oftheworld's
oppressed,"headded.

"As my dear brother Seyyed
Hassan Nasrallah said a few
daysago, weare happy with the
defeatofthekiller of Lt. General
Soleimaniand Abu Mehdi al-
Muhandis," Ghalibafnoted.

He highlighted, "We blame the

corruptregime in the United
States for their misdeeds, and
theymustwithdraw their forces
fromtheregion."

"Although we are happy with
the defeat of the gambler
Trump, we deeply believe that
people'slivesandlivelihoods
should not depend on the
victory or defeat of anyone
in the White House," the
Parliament Speaker said.
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Iran nanofabrics

An Iranian knowledge-

based company, which
has been successful in
exportingits nano fabric

materials to neighboring
states, hasbeen targeting

European and North
American countries.

Managing Director of
the company, Mahmoud

Zarrabi, says that his team
hasachieved suchasuccess
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coronavirus pandemic
as the main obstacle to
exports.

Ashesaid, Iran's domestic
economy should notrely
onoilbutonotherproducts
including fabrics whose
markethasabrightfuture.
Iraq, Pakistan and
Afghanistan are among
the neighboring countries
which receive Iran's
exported nanofabrics
items; while the country
has targeted the
Netherlands, Canada,
Austriaand Bulgariaforits
products.
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Chineseeagerto
involvein Iran
miningsector

Head ofMinesand Mineral
Industries Commission
of Iran Chamber of
Commerce says Chinese
areeagertoinvestinlran’s
mining sector, adding
the arrival of foreign
investmentisawin-win
interactionforthe country.
SpeakingtoILNA, Bahram
Shakoorisaid that while
the 25-year agreement
between Iran and China
is talked, Chinese are
interested ininvestingin
differentsectorsespecially
in Iran’s mining and
mineral industries and
some lucrative projects
for foreign investment
inthemineralindustries
aretobepresentedtothe
Chineseinvestors.

Onthe probable effects of
JoeBidenvictoryintheU.S.
electionand reduction of
sanctions, hesaiditseems
Democrats and Biden
have promised torejoin
theJCPOA and likely with
theUS.returntothe]JCPOA
and its commitments to
theP5+1,sanctionswould
lessen, and ultimately
foreign companies,
whichhave experience of
cooperationinlranand
left the country due to
sanctions, may return to
[ranmarket.
Shakooriadded thatifby
Biden’s presidency and
hisreturntothe]JCPOAthe
ground is paved, some of
the European, Asian,and
other countriesare keen
toinvestinIran’s mining
and mineral industries
sector because this is
an attractive sector for
investors.

He said the arrival of
foreigninvestmentsinto
the country is helpful
and it will definitely
accelerate the country’s
development.

Shakoori added that
itisnatural that foreign
investors are after their
own profits but this can
beawin-wininteraction
as our country is a
developing country and
itmakes more profits for
investors. He noted that
country hasmanyprojects
for investment but its
resourcesarelimited and
this investment is not
limited onlytothefinancial
oneand the countryneeds
import of technology
which can be important
forthe country.

He went on to say that
almost 50 percentofthe
mines in the country
are closed because of
a lack of sanctions and
lack of machinery and
equipment.
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Baghdadneeds
Tehran’s support,
cooperation: Iraqi
senior M P

lagi Member of
Parliament and
Commissioner of
Foreign Policy Amer
al-Fayez told IRNA
on Sunday thatIraq
needsIran’s support
and cooperation.
Speakingto IRNA on
the occasion of Iraqi
Defense Minister Lt.
General Juma Anad
Saadoun’s visit
to Tehran, Amer
al-Fayez said that
relations between
the two brotherlyand
friendly countries of
Iran and Iraq serve
the interests ofboth
nations.

Al-Fayez said that
the relationship
between Iran and
Iraq formed after the
downfall of former
Iraqidictator Saddam
Hussein, which is
a historiceventand
that Iraqi defense
minister’s visit to
Tehranisinline with
strengtheningtheties
and development of
cooperation.

He said thatIranand
Iraqi nations enjoy
historical affinities
preparingthe grounds
for close cooperation
beneficial to both
countries, adding
thatlranisnowstable
countryandadvanced
inmilitaryindustry.
Sayingthatlraqisin
need of cooperation
withregional friendly
countries, especially
Iran, he added that
history testifies that
when the Daesh
terrorist group set
foot in Iraq, Iran
took a differentand
honorablestance.
Iran sent military
advisors, money,and
weaponry to Iraq
andtrained the Iraqi
forcesto preventISIS
advances poised to
capture Baghdad, he
said,addingthatwhat
Iran did served the
entire world, notjust
Iraq.

With regards to
Iran’s proposal to the
regional countries for
collective cooperation
to ensure security of
the region, he said
that the suggestion
made by Iranboosted
morale oftheregional
countries and that
Iran invited the
regional countries to
becomeself-sufficient
aslranhasdone.

=

Iranready to meet Iraqi
Army's needs: DefMin.

[ranian Minister of Defense Amir Hatami, in a meeting with his
Iraqi counterpart]JumaInad Saadoun, said Iran, withits plenty
of capacities and infrastructure, isready to meet the needs of
thelraqi Armed Forces.

Inthis session, Amir Hatami commemorated the resistance's
martyrs, especially the martyrs Lt. Gen. Qasem Soleimani and
Abu Mehdi Al-Mohandes, saying: "These two commanders
have done greatto secure the Iranand Iraq, theregion and the
humanity.”

AmirHatami, stating thattoday Iraq enjoys better security than

inthe past, said: "We continue to supportthe political process
and the stability and security of Iraq and the territorial integrity
of ourneighbor."

The Minister of Defense of Iran noted: "To ensure the region's
security, good cooperation hasbeen established between Iran
and Iraqin the fightagainstterrorism. The development of
Iraqisnecessary for establishing stability and security there,
and we are ready to participate in the reconstruction and
developmentoflraq.”"He also stated: Insecurity and instability
intheregionhavenotbeenlimited torecentyearsand decades;
Unfortunately, this situationhas more orless existed in the past
due to the intervention of foreigners, colonial and arrogant
powers,and today the regionis going through susceptible and

Clash erupts between extremists in

Washington

difficult conditions.

"If there were not for the
resistance of the Iraqis
and Syrians against the
aggressors and criminal
terrorists, theregion might
have beeninan unknown
and dangerous situation,"
Henoted."The world powers
policy, especially the US the great
Satan, has shown that they have
long-term plansto destabilize theregion,”
hesaid.

NEWS

Iranto Sign Military Cooperation

Supporters of Donald Trump participatedina"Stop

the Steal" protestoutside the US Supreme Courtin
Washington, DConSaturday.

The streets of
Washington, DC
were filled with
US flags and
MAGA banners
NEWS as Trump
N pporters
marched to protest
Joe Biden’s declared
victory,which they seeas
fraudulent. Crowds sang
and prayed, and several
fistfights broke out, RT
reported.

Deal with Iraq: Top General
ChiefofStaffofthe Iranian Armed Forces Major General
Mohammad Hossein Bageriunveiled plans for signing
an agreement with Iraq on military and defense
cooperation.

Speakingtoreportersafterameetingwith Iraq’s defense
ministerin Tehran on Sunday, Major General Bagerisaid
Tehranand Baghdad havedraftedadocumentonmilitary
cooperation, whichisbeingfinalized and will be signed
inthenearfuture.

Onthe meetingwith Iraqi Defense Minister of Iraq Lt.
GeneralJumaAnad Saadoun, thetop Iranian commander
said they have discussed various topicsrelating to
defenseindustries, security of commonborder, exchange
of experiences, training programs, and holdingjoint
military exercises.

Highlighting Iran’s supportforlraq’s security andits
battle againstterrorisminthe pastyears, Bagerisaid
such cooperationwould strengthen the security of Iraq

Billed by its organizers

as the “the biggest
Trump rally in
history,” Saturday’s
#MillionMAGAMarch

drew enormous crowds
of President Trump’s
supporterstothenation’s
capital on Saturday,
where they gathered
at Freedom Plaza to
protestwhattheyseeasa
fraudulentelection.

White House Press
Secretary Kayleigh
McEnany claimed
that “more than one
million” marchers
showed up. More
conservative estimates
put the attendance

in the thousands, but
aerial shots ofthe march
showed crowds that
appeared to dwarf the
tens ofthousands drawn
to Trump’s final slew
of campaign rallies last
month.

Shortly after the rally
kicked off at noon,
Trump’s supporters
launchedintoarendition
of ‘The Star-Spangled
Banner’. When the
marchersheaded toward
the Supreme Court
afterwards, chants of
“stop the steal” and
“Fox News sucks” were
sounded out -thelatterin
reference to Fox’srecent
shiftaway fromits usual

enthusiasticsupport for
the president.

After arriving at the
Supreme Court, the
crowd prayed that God
“reveal all the corruption
and fraudinthiselection,
and show everyone your
will”

The atmosphere wasn'’t
all festive, though. Small
groups of black-clad
counter-protesters
showed up to picket
the rally, and scuffles
broke outbetweenboth
sides. DC police quickly
broke up any violence
and kept the counter-
protesters away from a
large contingentofright-
wing Proud Boys, who

have clashed with Antifa
riotersatviolentrallies
across the country over
thelastfouryears.

Trump himself drove
pasttherally earlier on
Saturday, waving to his
supporters from the
presidential motorcade.
“People are not going
to stand for having this
Election stolen from
them by a privately
owned Radical Left
company, Dominion,” he
later tweeted, referring
to the voting machine
firm whose hardware
was used in 28 states
and has been blamed for
awarding Biden votes
through “glitches.”

consideringthatthe USis pushingforaresurgence of
terroristsintheregion.

Healsogaveanassurance thatthe Iranian Armed Forces
will continue supportingthe “Iragibrothers”intraining,
operationalandadvisory fieldswhenevernecessary.

Power shiftin White House not
importantfor Islamic Republic

The Spokesman of Parliaments’ Independent Faction
said thatany changeinthe whitehouse doesn’'tmatterto
theIslamicRepublicoflranand the USelectiondoesn't
exhilaratelraniansinnoway.

The weekly meeting of the Parliaments’ Independent
Factionheld withthe presence of Iranian Deputy Foreign
Minister Abbas Araqchi, Jaber Ansari, and Deputy
Foreign Minister forlegal, consular,and Parliamentary
Affairs, Gholamreza Nouri Ghezeljehsaid.

“Inthis meeting, everyone agreed thatthe principled
policies ofthe White House towards the Islamic Republic
of Iran will notchange, therefore, Iran must deal with
every aspectofthisissue withamore sensitive and
accuratemanner”, headded.

Stressingthatany change inthe whitehouse doesn’t

Shamkhani

PeaﬂirlI!S Support stability and security.
for Iraqis' _ m

o N Iraqi Defense Minister JumaInad.
determination,

terrorism.

Secretary of Iran’s Supreme National
Security Council (SNSC) Ali Shamkhani
stressed thatsupporting Iraqi people's

determination and security is Iran's
sustainable policy, saying defense and
security cooperation guarantees Iraqi

He made theremarksinameeting with

Shamkhani called for promoting and
institutionalizing defense and security
relationsto strategiclevel.

Herecalled Iran-Iraq good cooperationin
fighting systematicterrorismofthe USand
itsalliesintheregionand Iran's support
forsavinglraqicities frombeing occupied
by ISIS terrorists.He noted that creating
dispute and conflicthave been one of US
objectivessinceits presencein West Asia.
Heurged allregional states to exercise
vigilance to thwartsinister conspiracy of

Shamkhanisaid thatIran will firmly stand
up to any attempts to disruptsecurity in
the two countries.

peaceand calmness.

security fields.

cooperationinotherfields.

Hatami.

He termed expulsion of US military
forces fromtheregionasone ofthe most
important parameters for maintaining

JumaInad, forhis part,appreciated Iran's
all-out support and assistance with
regardto eradicatingterrorisminIraqand
emphasizedreinforcingrelationsbetween
Iran and Iraqespecially in military and

He stressed thatno third country will be
abletoinfluencelran-Iraqrelations, saying
bothsides' experiencein fighting Daesh
indicated thatitis possible to confront
criseswithjoint cooperationandto create
suitable opportunities for maintaining

Iraqi Minister of Defense Juma Inad
arrived in Tehran on Saturday evening
atthe official invitation by his Iranian
counterpart Brigadier-General Amir

mattertothelslamicRepublicofIranand the USelection
doesn'texhilarate Iranians, he said, “However,we must
makethemostofeverypossible opportunityaheadsoas
tomeetournationalinterests.”

Hashd al-Sha’abi dismantles

The commander of Hashd al-Sha’abiin Iraq's Diyala
announced the dismantling ofthelargestISILterrorist
networkinthe province.

Talib al-Mousavi, the commander of Hashd al-Shaabi's
operationin Diyalasaid thatthe largestremaining
networkof ISILterroristsinthe provincewas dismantled
duringthe pre-emptive operation.
Inanoperationinthe Khanaginareaof Diyala province,
intelligence forces clashed with the terroristgroup,
inflicting deadly blows on them and seizing large
quantities ofweaponsandmilitary equipment,headded.
Accordingto the commander, ISIL forces planned to
carryoutterroristoperationsagainstciviliansin Diyala
province, which failed with this pre-emptive operation.
Lastweek, Iraq’s Popular Mobilization Units (PMU),
alsoknown as Hashd al-Sha’abilaunched ananti-ISIL
operationin Diyala Province.

Iranian Speaker: Biden’s
Admin Must RejoinJ CPOA
Unconditionally

Speaker ofthe Iranian Parliament Mohammad Bager Qalibaf
urged thenew USadministration to resume honoringthe 2015
nuclear deal withoutany preconditions and make up for the
harmits predecessor has done to the people of Iran.
Addressinga parliamentary session on Sunday, Qalibaf said
practical measures, not “futile rhetoricand claims”, would
prove US president-elect]Joe Biden’s sincerity as he has
pledged to adoptan approach different from the incumbent
US president.

Biden’s planned policies have already been carried out, the
speakersaid, adding thatif Biden is really committed to an

agreement thathe has already signed with Iran as the vice-
presidentofthe previous US administration, he must now
fulfill the JCPOA commitments unconditionally and make
up for the damages to the Iranian people caused by the US’
withdrawal from the deal.

Iranhasbeenunderaseries ofillegal sanctions imposed by
Washington since 2018 when US President Donald Trump
withdrew his country from the 2015 nuclear deal, officially
known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).
The US unleashed the so-called maximum pressure campaign
and targeted the Iranian nation with the “toughest ever”
restrictive measures.

In recent months, Washington has been tightening its
oppressive sanctions against the Islamic Republic, defying
warnings from Tehran and international human rights
organizations thattherestrictions are severely hampering the

Iranian
health sector's fightagainst
the coronavirus outbreak.




Iranmakes advances toproduce COVID-19vaccine

Iranianresearchershave madeadvancesto producevaccine for coronavirus disease
(COVID-19).Now eightIranian-made vaccines have beenregistered as COVID-19
vaccine candidatesbythe World Health Organizationalongwith their Chinese, Russian,
Americanand Germanvaccines. Some 52 million people have beeninfected with the
disease sofaracrosstheworld withnearly 1.3 million people deaths. Thevirushaseven
become moreaggressive nIranthese daysasthe daily death tollisnownear450 with the
totalfatalitiesinthe countrybeingmorethan41,000. Experts say thatmass productionofavaccine would

20000 Rials

take 12to 15yearsatanormaltimebutthe time willbereduced significantly due tothe emergency.Kianous
Jahanpour; the spokesman of Foodand Drug Administration of Iran, tweeted on Saturday that eightIranian-
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madevaccineshave beenregistered as COVID-19vaccine candidates by World Health Organization, while
eightotherIranianvaccinesare onthe verge ofbeingenlisted as candidate vaccines by the WHO.
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B Irantakes official seat

Power shiftin in Int'l1 Astronomical
. Union

‘White House not Iranian  Head of
importantfor Astronomical  Union
. . of Teachers Hassan
Islamic Republic Baghbanisaid on Sunday
. that the body together
Rouhani: NeXtyear with Bushehr research
budget bill aims to center have taken official
. . seatinthe International
cutdirectreliance Astronomical  Union.
onoilrevenues @) Speaking  to IRNA,

Baghbani said that IAU
is the main body for
astronomical activities

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

making decisions
05:10:52 at international
Noon call to prayer: level.According to
11:48:11 its official website,
“The International

Evening call to prayer:
17:20:22

Astronomical  Union
(IAU) was founded in

1919. Its mission is to

WEATHER

promote and safeguard
the science ofastronomy
inallitsaspects,including
research,communication,
education and
development, through
international cooperation.
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NGO Demands Release of Palestinian,
Jordanian Detaineesin Saudi Arabia

The UK-based Arab Organization for Human Rights (AOHR)

Iran's economy should notbe tied to
White House

Hopes for British-Made COVID Vaccine by
Christmas

Tens of millions of British-made COVID19-vaccines couldbe  'You can imagine the sense of pride that

creates in people working on it. They are

rolled outby December, ithasbeen claimed.

renewed its call on Saudi Arabia to release Palestinian and

Jordanian citizens who have been detained in Saudi prisons

for more than twenty months.

Saudisecurity forces launched arrest
campaigns since February 2019, against
68 Palestinians and Jordaniansresiding
in Saudi Arabia and Saudi sponsors and
detain themin differentprisons,including
Al-Ha'ir, Asir, Abha and Dhahaban prisons,
AOHR said in a statement on Sunday, Al
Masirah TV networkreported.

“Some of the detainees remained in
solitary confinement,” it added. “The
detaineeshavebeenheld withoutcharges
or being brought before the courts.
Moreover, they have been deprived of
therightto visitations or contacting their
families.”

The statement said thatoverayear after
theirarrest, the Saudi Public Prosecutor
in Riyadh charged many of them with
loose charges, mostnotably affiliatingtoa
terroristentity, supporting and financing
it.

The origination pointed out that most
ofthe detainees have been subjected to
enforced disappearance, humiliation,
torture and other cruel and inhuman
treatment for months. In addition to this,
they were deprived theright to appoint
lawyers to defend them during the first
courthearing, as the Saudi authorities
prevented lawyers from representing
them orattending courtsessions.

“The detainees were transferred in groups
from Jeddah to Riyadh to attend their
court sessions before the Specialized
Criminal Court, despite the outbreak of
the coronavirus and the seriousness of
itsimpactonthelives and health of the
detainees, especially the sick and the
elderly,” itconfirmed.

“On November 04,2020 the third court

hearing was held and will continue to
convene until November23,2020.”
AOHR confirmed thatthe trials against
Jordanian and Palestinian detainees are of
apoliticalnature and are notlegally based,
while the authorities are attempting to
giveita criminal nature to distort their
image andjustify the violations they were
subjected to.

Allthe detaineesarelegally residingin
SaudiArabiawith valid residency permits
and have not committed any violation of
Saudilaw.

The Saudi authorities rejected all
mediation attempts and all calls for the
release ofthe detainees.

AOHRlaunched acampaign of solidarity
with the Palestinian and Jordanian
detaineesin SaudiArabia, whereit called
on all activists, human rights and civil
society organizations, journalists and
media interested in human rights, to
supportthe campaign by all means in
order to formapublicopinion calling for
therelease of the detainees and ensure
thattheyareenabledtoalllegaland human
rights.

It also called on the Palestinian and
Jordanian ministries of foreign affairs and
all concerned authorities to priorities the
issue ofthe detaineesand establish contact
with the Saudiauthoritiesintheseregards.
AOHRrenewedits call ontheinternational
community to condemn the grave human
rights violations committed by the Saudi
authorities, toputanendtoitandto press
ittoimmediately release all arbitrary
detainees.

Leader of the Oxford University and
AstraZeneca-backed trial, Professor Andrew
Pollard, says the teamis 'optimistic’' about
getting the go-ahead for the 'miracle' vaccine
by Christmastime.

The academic says their anti-viral would
betentimes cheaperthan Pfizer's product-
whichrequires twoinjections several weeks
apartand hastobestoredat-78C.

He told the Sun their vaccine is stored at
'fridge temperature' and is very close to
demonstrating 'efficacy’-which Pfizer proved
onitsownversion on Monday.

Professor Pollard said: 'Wehavebeenworking
tirelessly allyear and can't wait to see the
results in the months ahead, the Daily Mail
reported.

'Weareasmallacademicteamin Oxford. Itis
amiracle thatwehavebeenable to conduct
largescaletrialsinrecord speed.

'Our partner AZwill deliver the vaccine ona
not-for-profitbasis.

Itcomesafter the Governmentsaid a further
462 peoplehad died within 28 days of testing
positive for COVID-19 as of Saturday.

As of 9am on Saturday, there had been
a further 26,860 lab-confirmed cases of
coronavirus in the UK, slightly down from
27,301 onFriday.

And British drugs giant GlaxoSmithKline
hasraised hopes ofanother COVID vaccine
being made available early nextyear after
revealing thatithasalready manufactured
'millions of doses'.Roger Connor, its president
of global vaccines, told The Mail on Sunday
that GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) had launched
mass productionand wasnow setto move into
thefinal stage oftrials.

'We're already getting into the millions of
doses manufactured,' headded. 'We're fully
resourced and moving - in fact, we were
celebrating starting up our Belgium facility
theweekbeforelast.

completely buzzing because they know
they're goingto make a difference.

[t comes after American giant Pfizer last
weekrevealed its COVID vaccineis 90 per
centeffective and could be available before
Christmas.

GSKhas committed to producingabillion
dosesofitsjabnextyearand has previously
said itwas aiming for safety approvalin the
'firsthalfof2021".

However, news of the ramp-up in
manufacturing and progression of the
trials will raise hopes the company can
gainapproval even earlier, opening up the
possibility thatits vaccine could be available
by the spring.

Theresults of trialsby UK giant AstraZeneca
and Oxford University - which are working
togetheronavaccine - could comeasearlyas
thisweek ornextweek. Meanwhile, America's
Johnson & Johnson and Moderna are also
thoughttobenearingannouncements.
GSKisworkingin threeinternational tie-ups
to develop an effective injection, all of which
aresettomove to the final stages of testing.
GSKisproducingaso-called adjuvant-an
ingredientused to create a strongimmune
response - which will be combined with
antigens produced by French drugs firm
Sanofi,Canada's Medicagoand China's Clover
Biopharmaceuticals, to create a vaccine.
Thevaccineisbeingmade atsitesacrossthe
UK, Europe, Canada and the US.The GSK-
Medicago trial of a plant-based vaccineis
moving towardsits final stages, with 30,000
volunteers across North America, Latin
Americaand potentially Europeincludedin
thetests.Connorsaid trials for the GSK-Clover
link-up will begin 'ina couple of weeks' and
the GSK-Sanofipartnership could move into
mass human testing 'in the next few weeks'
afterreceivingencouragingresults. Headded:
'We'relooking forapproval of ourvaccinesin
thatfirsthalfof2021 -the world's goingto
need them.
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