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NEWS

Iran, Russiaclinch new
agreement to build Sirik
Power Plant

New agreement was clinched between the
Islamic Republic of Iran and the Russian
Federation for the construction operation of Sirik
Power Plantin southern Hormozgan province.

Commissioner of Steam Power Plant Projects of
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Thermal Power Plants Holding Company broke I l o t b t t t. l .

tensorsatanimmecioncopeneo | 1IN Planning to boost constructiona W s

this company made with new Russian contractor

for building this power plant and added, t t Aﬁ.' .

“Construction operation of this giantpower plant eXpOI. S 0 lca C"""F‘a Viruas

projectwillbeginsoon using state-owned loan of restricted

the Russian Federation.” Iran-Sweden

Be hnam _ Khaefinejad added, “Given t.h € IslamicRepublicofIraniseyeingtoincreaseexport economicties

introduction of new contractor by the Russian 5 N s 3 Iran-Sweden
. . ofconstructionandbuildingmaterialsto African i

Energy Ministry for the construction of 1,400- Joint Chamber

MW Sirik Power Plantin Hormozgan province, states. of Commerce

negotiations for conclusion of contractstarted held a meeting

with this company since the beginning of the
currentyear (started March 21, 2020).”

Africawith over
50 countries

o

on Wednesday in
presence of Sweden

Afterholding 90 expert-level sessions, necessary ISH“.IAN has been Ambassadorto Tehran
agreementwas finally reached with the Russian N E w s experiencing and some economic
Company and the contract wasinked between some partial activists.

thetwo sides, he added. NEWS stability Inthe meeting, Head
After finalization of this contractin the presence over the past of Iran-Sweden
ofrepresentatives ofemployer, consultantand years, which has Joint Chamber of
representatives of the Energy Ministry of Iran led to elevating the Commerce Abdolreza
and Russia, the land area for construction of infrastructures and Rezaei welcomed
the power plant, aslarge asabout 200 ha, was increasing economic the participants and
provided to the new contractor, Khaefinejad activities in thislarge Sweden Ambassador
underscored. continent. as well as Sweden
Presently, feasibility studies for constructing the As statistics show, ,f benefitting from the exports of such from related unions Counselorand pointed
first phase ofthis projecthave been completed, Africa hasimported the capacities of the productstoAfricais andassociations, were to the problems
hesaid, adding, “Feasibility study for the launch commodities worth  African market, TPO currently pursuing also present in the regardingissuingvisas
ofthe second phase of this power planthas been over one trillion re_evaluateddifferent seriously by the TPO’s meeting. forthemembersofthe
putatopagenda.” . dollarsin 2018, and aspectsoflran-Africa Office of Arabianand African countries’ chamber.

Accordingto the scheduled plan, construction amajor partofwhich ¢r3de and defined a African Countries. imports of Rezaei noted
operation of this giant power plantwill startin has been imported pewstrategytoexpand A recent measure constructional the necessity for
near futureafter receiving finalapproval of the from China. Iran’s presenceinthe taken by this office materials and developing  trade
Russian Ministry of Finance and consequently, Althoughthe African  markets of African washoldingameeting equipment, the cooperationbetween

opening Letter of Credit (L/C).
He putthe creditneeded for the construction

marketisnow offering
a wide range of

countries.
Among the Iranian

of TPO’s commodity-
region desk on

problemsin the way
of exporting these

Iran and Sweden,
adding that easing

operation ofSirik Power Plantat over €1.4 billion opportunities, Iranhas products proper boostingtheexports commodities tothose businessvisaissuance
whichwillbe provided out ofloangranted by the not benefitted from for export to Africa, of constructional countries, return canbeagoodboostto
governmentof Russian Federation to the Islamic this marketso much (gonstructionmaterials materials and of money, regular commercialactivities
Republicoflran. overthe pastyears. and equipment equipmentto Africa and competitive betweenbothstates.
With the agreement made, the executive part “The developmentof yere found as some onOctober12. transportation, He underlined the
ofthis projectwillbe completely carried outby trade with the African  jmportant ones, The mentioned unknown  African consular  section
Iranian contractors, he said, adding, “Capability countrieshasalways pecause recent meeting was markets, difficulty of of the Sweden
of domestic manufacturers will be used for beenapriorityforthe gevelopment in the participated by a makingconnections Embassy  should
supplyingrelevantpartsand equipment.” Iranian government. African countries number of Iranian to the African sides, create appropriate
However, despite has made them governmentofficials and the high risk of conditions and
Government Tweaks the implementation 4 appropriate §s well as Iranian presenceintgheAfrican better facilities for

Export Revenue

of various programs

destination for the

ambassadorstosome

countries wereamong

the members of the

o 4o and agreements in exports of such African countries theissuesdiscussedin chamber in order
Repatl'latlon Rules recentyears,wehave commodities. including Kenya, themeeting. to accelerate visa
The government on Wednesday again adjusted notyetachievedthe chijna, Spain, Italy, Ghana, and the Holding such issuanceand support
rules for the repatriation of non-oil export desired goals and [pdia, France, Democratic Republic meetings to explore of the economic
revenues that has long become a bone of the development of Tyrkey, Belgium, ofCongo. and discuss the ways activists.
contention. economic and trade 3pnd Germany are Representatives for the expansion Then Sweden
Approved by the ‘Headquarters for Economic relations with Africa  the major exporters of Iranian private of constructional Ambassador to
Coordination of the Cabinet, exporters can use due to numerous of constructional companies, that exportstothe African Tehran Mattias Lentz,
their exportearnings forimportinggoods, raw problemsatdifferent materials and are producers and countries, and also for his part, pointed
materials and machinery either for their own levels,” Farzad equipmentto Africa. exporters of the closecooperationwith tothe developmentof
needsorathird party, ISNAreported. Piltan, the director- of the $620 million mentioned products, thelranianembassies economiccooperation
The so-called “importin exchange for export” general of Iran’s orth of Iran’s andrepresentatives in those countries, betweenboth states,
orthe “currency barter between exportersand Trade  Promotion constructionalexports of transportation Trade Promotion adding that Sweden
importers’,was one of the options for exporters Organization (TPO)’s in the past Iranian companies, as well Organization ofIran Embassy hasalways
tofulfilltheir financial commitmentsin the policy Office of Arabianand calendaryear (ended as representatives hopestolaytheground done its best to
packageannouncedby the CBIinthefiscal 2018- African Countries,has  onMarch19),just$1.5 from Iran Chamberof for the country to provide facilities to
19and 2019-20. Buttheregulatorhas scrapped stated. million has been to Commerce,Industries, benefitfromthelarge improve commercial
thatruleforthe currentfiscal year (ends March Therefore, in order Africa. Minesand Agriculture marketofAfricainthis levelbetweenIranand
2021). tomake Iran capable Theissue ofboosting (ICCIMA), and those field. Swedenandtodevelop

tradebutthe current

problem is because
of the outbreak of
Coronavirus which

Solution: NO 617

NO 618

(e}
~J

Poor Families imposition ofinternational has closed down the
. o . sanctionsintheearly 2010s visa section of the
Livingin resultedina 10-20% decline embassy since March.
Rural Areas inthe welfare ofallincome He pointed to the
Bear Bruntof decilesinIran. ban for the arrival
o The preliminary nuclear of foreigners to
Sanctlons agreement in the Iranian the EU zone states,

Low-income households
livinginruralareasbearthe
bruntof US sanctions while
high-income familiesliving
in both urban and rural
areasreaped the benefits
ofinternational sanctions’
removal.

year ending March 2014
and the startofnegotiations
with world powers and
ease of some international
transactions benefited
households in different
income deciles but the
realimprovementin their

adding that except
the residents of EU
states and EU state
passport-holders,no
foreignerisallowed
toenter EU zone and
this restriction has
several times been

According to a report spending and welfare repeated and by the
by the macroeconomics was realized in 2016 as endof2020ithasbeen
departmentofthePlanand sanctions were officially extended.
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Iranon

US Claims
about
Seized Oil:
Pirates
Boasting
about
"Their
Booty

Iran’s Foreign
Ministry
spokesman
stressed thatthe
crude shipments
seized and
recently sold by
the US did not
belong to the
Islamic Republic,
saying that the
“Pirates of the
Caribbean" are
openly boasting
abouttheirbooty.
“The Pirates of
the Caribbean
openly boasting
about their
booty. Only, as
we said before: it
wasn'tours. But
somebody else's
oil has certainly
been stolen. No
one civilized
brags about
stealing. To US
rogue regime:
your toolbox,
unlike ours, is
shrinking by
the day. Ask @
robertcobrien!”
S a e e d
Khatibzadeh
tweeted on
Friday.
Washington said
on Thursday
it had sold 1.1
million barrels of
previously seized
Iranian oil that
was bound for
Venezuela.
Back in August,
I ranian
officials said
Washington’s
claims were in
fact an attempt
to portray the
seizure as a
victory against
Tehran after
the US failed to
stop five Iranian
tankers from
delivering fuel to
Venezuelain May.
Tehran also
described the
reported seizure
of Iranian crude
as an “act of
psychological
warfare” meant
to compensate
for the us
administration’s
“humiliation
and defeat by
Iran using false
propaganda.”

=

President Unveils New
COVID-19 Restrictions in

Iran

Stressing the need for strictimplementation of the new

restrictions, he said those violating the ban

includingwedding and mourning ceremonies, will face

punishment.

He also noted thatdetection of the coronavirus patients

and analysis of the data on the spread of the

carried outby the Health Ministry in cooperation with the

Ministry of Information and Communicatio

The presidentalso emphasized the need for “neighborhood
instructions” to fightagainstthe contagious diseasein every
neighborhood and district, saying the local Basij forces can

assistintacklingthe pandemic.

On Friday, Commander of the Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps Major General Hossein Salami ordered the Basij
commanders across Iran to convert their bases into
healthcare and rescue centers to help contain the
coronavirus pandemic with early detection of infection.
The Iranian Army, the IRGC and Basij have greatly
contributed to the countrywide plans to help the medical
staffand have expressed readiness to stand by the health
society in protecting thelives of people.

on gatherings,

diseasewill be

ns Technology.

In March, Leader of the
Islamic
Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khameneiassigned the
Armed Forcestoworkon
the necessary methods
to prevent a further
spread of coronavirus,
in addition to the other
activities such as treatment
of patients and establishment
of medical centers like field

Revolution

hospitals and convalescenthomes.

Macron should be arrested, prosecuted for

hate speech

HumanrightsactivistFiras AlNajim believes French

President Emmanuel Macron should be held

accountable forpromotinghate speech.

“Macron should
be arrested and
prosecuted for
hate crimes,”
Najim, manager
of  Canadian

NEWS

MDefenders

For Human
Rights, told Mehr News
Agency in an exclusive
interview following the
controversial remarks
of Macron who had
associated Islam with
terrorism.Hereis the full
textoftheinterview:
Whatdo you thinkabout
the recent anti-Islamic

remarks of French
President Emmanuel
Macron?

Ithinkthisisagrand attack
on a grand figure such
as Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) thatisbelovedin
the world and especially
by the French Muslimsand
all Muslims worldwide.
This shows the animosity
of the highest power in
France and this has a
historical dark face that
is now unfortunately
reviving. It is also an
attackon the constitution
that was supposedly
established to protect
humanrights and French
citizens'beliefs.
Whatare the main goals
behind these statements?
Why does he generalize
theaction ofone personto
the whole Islamic world?
Will such actions incite
violenceinsociety?

I believe his goals are

quite clear that Macron
wants to cause disunity
between Muslims and
other faiths orideologies
in a volatile time when
the Azerbaijan-Armenia
war is being exploited by
certain partiesto sparka
warbetween Muslimsand
Christians and this really
would divert people from
that.

Palestine-Israel is the
essential world problem
&crisis.It’salso quite clear
thattheIsraeliillegitimate
regime and their lobbyin
France have a big hand
and benefit from this
major sedition. It’s an
Islamophobicnarrative
and terminology used
by biased systems and
many media networks
repeatedly to brainwash
people with the words
'Islam' and 'terrorism’
together so that it is
programmed in the
peoples’ minds to hate
Islam and Muslims and it
serves for future planned
wars and colonial control
projects by France or their

[ 5 @Q

\

alliesintheIslamicworld.
Tehraners protest
Macron's remarks in
frontof France's embassy
on Oct. 28 (Mahmoud
Rahimi/Mehr News
Agency)

Given the significant
population of Muslims
in France, can Macron’s
remarks spread hatred
in French society and
polarizeit?

Yes, they will cause major
divisions & problems
between the French
Citizensasthereare many
French Muslim citizens
and also many French
citizens thathatereligion
due to many years of the
French government’s
propaganda fighting
religiousrightssuchasthe
banonhijabandtheydoit
inthe name of democracy
and humanrights whenit
isabsolutely the opposite.
Clashes will inevitably
arise now more especially
thatthe head of the state
empowers extremism
and extremists with no
borders orlimits.

Canwe considerinsulting

the divine religions
compatible with the
principle of freedom of
expression?

Insulting divine religions
isahate crime and hate
speech is not freedom
of expression in any
way. Everything in life
has its rules and limits
and especially when the
repercussions are clearly
causing awhole society
to fall into divisions and
destruction.  Macron
should be arrested and
prosecuted for hate crimes
asheismoreaccountable
than any citizen in
France; president and
leaders always have
more responsibility and
accountability than basic
citizens. We pray to see
justice very soon and an
end toalltheseinjustices.
As Martin Luther King
said, “injustice anywhere
isinjustice everywhere”.
Wemustall stand together
ashumans of conscience
and fight injustices for
world peaceandjustice.

Irantogive'crushing'

response to any threat
Head of the Iranian Army’s Strategic
Studies warned Iran enemies over facing
Iran Armed Forces' crushingresponse if
theythreatenthe country'sinterests.
Addressing the Iranian nation in his
remarks Brigadier General Ahmadreza

Pourdastan reassured that Iran Armed
Forcesincluding Army, IRGC, and Police
are equipped with the most high-tech
defense equipmentand all enemy threats
are monitored with such equipment.

Hailingthatallneeded equipmentofthe
Armed Forces ofthe Islamic Republic of
Iranis produced by Iranianscientists and

specialists, he said, “Ifenemies intend to

doany malicious actagainstthe Iranian
nation, they will face the crushingand
decisiveresponse of Iran Armed Forces.”
Healso stressed thatany organsin the
Islamic Republicof Iran should make any
effortto stand againstany threats and
sanction and economic problemsunder
the wise guidelinesofthe Leader.

NEWS

Foreignpowers, main cause of

regional crises: Armycmdr.

[ran’s Army ChiefCommander said thatforeign powersare
themain causeofcrisesintheregion.

Speakingat34th International Islamic Unity Conference
“InWebinar of Religious and Spiritual Foundations and
Challengesin Facing Disastersand Calamities” on Sat.,
Major General Abdolrahim Mousavisaid thatthe Islamic
world hasspread overvastgeographyand extends from
the shores ofthe Atlantic Ocean to southeast Asiaand
fromnortheastCentral Asiatothe southeastoftheancient
continent.

Giventhestrategies ofarrogantpowersand wrongpolicies
ofsomeIslamiccountries, today, the Islamicworldisfacing
seriouscrises, hesaid,adding, “Palestine, Yemen, Lebanon,
Syria, Iraq, Afghanistanand Kashmirand Caucasusregions
arestrugglingwithunrestandviolence.”

Evilpowershave occupiedapartofland of Islam with their
Zionistextremistsand are committing the mostheinous
crimesagainstIslamiclandsandterritories, Major General
Mousaviemphasized.

Hereiterated thatthe Islamic RepublicofIran, whichis
considered as Axis of Resistance against the enemy, has
beenattacked by the enemy with political pressures,
militarythreats, crueland tough economicsanctions.
Elsewhereinhisremarks, Mousavipointedtothe presence
offoreignpowersintheregionandadded, A majorportion
offactorsbehind formation ofthese crisesisduetotherole
offoreign powers. Unfortunately, some factorsarealso
theresultofdivergentpoliciesand behaviors withinthe
[slamicworld, which are far fromrational and religious
principles.”

Iran, Turkeyhave “undeniable
role”inregional peace: Deputy F'M
[ran’s Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchidescribed
Iranand Turkey as twoimportantregional players that
have undeniablerolesinpeace and stability of the region.
Inatwitter message on Saturday, Araghchiwrote thathe
had had “frankand productive discussion with Deputy
Foreign Minister SedatOnalin Ankara”Headded, “Iranand
Turkeyaretwomajorplayerswithundeniableroleinpeace
and stability of theregion.’Araghchi, Iran's special envoy
for Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, traveled to the regional
states to presentIran'sinitiative to end the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict. Hearrived in Ankaralate on Friday on
aregional tour thathad already taken him to Azerbaijan
Republic, Russiaand Armenia.lran has putforward an
initiative for settlement of Nagorno-Karabakh conflict,
whichisbased onhumanitarian principlesand attention
tothe demands ofthe warring parties, Araghchinoted
whileleaving Russia.The dispute over Nagorno-Karabakh
startedin1988andled tomilitary conflictin 1992. Armenia
and Azerbaijanresumed clashesontheborderinearly
October, blamingone another forthe violence.Nagorno-
Karabakhhasbeena centerpiece of dispute between the
two countries over the pastdecades.In 1994, following
fouryears of military conflictbetween the two countries,
some Europeanandregional governments steppedinto
endtheterritorial dispute between Bakuand Yerevan,and
aceasefire wasfinally established through the mediation
oftheMinsk Group, consistingofthe US, Russia,and France.
Butinternational efforts for settlement of the conflict
peacefullyhavefailed sofar.

Amir-Abdollahian:

Gen. Soleimani’s path must
be portrayed atintl. level

Iranian Parliament Speaker's Special Aide for International
Affairssaid the great path of Iran’s top anti-terror commander

shouldbe depicted on the internationallevel
“We are in the weeks leading to the ann
assassination of General Soleimani at Baghd
Airport, which was carried out by the dir

presidentofthe United States as the number one terrorist

inthe world,” Hossein Amir-Abdollahian

first press conference of General Soleimani’s martyrdom

anniversaryin Tehran on Saturday.

Noting that "we honor the memory of the hero of the fight

against terrorism, Martyr Qassem Soleimani, and his
companions,” the senior advisor said General Soleimani’s
school and his thoughts and approach should be portrayed
for the currentand nextgenerations, notonly in Iranand the
regionbutalsoacross the world.
Inthisregard, he said thatnon-governmental institutes under
the name of the Martyr Soleimani Foundation have been

formedinIran.

iversary of the
ad International
ectorder of the

said during the

"Formonths, Those cherishing the path of General Soleimani
inIran, theregionand evenin Latin America, the United
States and Europe, have been following their popularideas to
commemorate General Soleimani and his firstanniversary.”

Stating thatitisimportant to pay attention to the various
dimensions of General Soleimani's personality, Amir-
Abdollahian added, "General Soleimani was not merely a
military general."
Infact, hesaid, the characteristics of General Soleimani created

school thatwasinline
with the school of pure Islam of the great Prophet

(PBUH) as well as the ideas of the founder of the Islamic
Republicof Iran and the Leader of the Islamic Revolution.




Iranready to send medical aid to Izmir quake-damaged

areas

PresidentRouhaniexpressed Iran’sreadinessto send anykind of relief, medical
aid,and assistance tothe Turkish peopleinthe earthquake-strickenareas.
Addressinghis counterpart, Recep Tayyip Erdoganin amessage on Saturday,
Iranian President Hasan Rouhani expressed his deep sorrow over the Friday 6.6

magnitude earthquakein Turkey's Izmir, whichleftmany causalities in this country:.
Offering the deep sympathy ofthe Iranian people and the governmentto the Turkish nationand

20000 Rials

government, Rouhaniwished aspeedyrecovery for theinjured and patience for the families ofthe

people wholosttheirlivesin this tragedy.In this message, the Iranian Presidentexpressed Iran’s
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areasinthisneighboringcountry.

Macronshould NEWS
be arrested, i
prosecuted for hate
Zavrif: Iranreadyto help
SpeeCh Turkeyafter quake
F . B [ranian Foreign Minister
oreigmnpowers, Mohammad Javad
main cause of Zarif ~ sympathized
. . with Turkish people
l'eg10nal Crises: and governmentover a
Army cmdr. deadly earthquake that
struck western Turkey
: on Friday, expressing
Iranplanmngto Tehran’s readiness to
boost constructional assistthe neighboring
country.

exportstoAfrica @

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

In a message for his
Turkish counterpart

Morning call to prayer: Me‘.'lm Cavusoglu,
Zarif expressed deep

04:59:26 sympathy overthetragic
Noon call to prayer : earthquake thatstruck
11:46:54 Izmir.He also wished a
. ! speedyrecovery forthe
l;‘;%“;gg calltoprayer: injured and informed

his Turkish counterpart
oflran's preparedness
forprovidinganykind of
assistanceinthatregard.
Iran’s Red Crescent
Society has also
expresseditsreadiness
toprovideassistance for
the quake-hitpeople of
Turkey.

WEATHER

readinesstosendanykind ofrelief, medicalaid, and assistance to the people of the earthquake-stricken

Iran, Russia clinchnew agreement to
build Sirik Power Plant

Iran’srolein Afghan peace process real, but US’

justashow: Afghan analysts

Afghan peace processhasfruitlessly been for manyyearsand

now thereisnegotiations underway in Doha by the Afghan

Governmentand Talibaninitiated by the USand accordingto

Afghananalystsisjustashow for US elections, but, they say

Iran’srolein Afghan peaceis quite real.

Inawebinarheldin Tehran office of Afghan Voice
Agency (AVA) todiscusstherole ofIranand the
USin Afghan peace process, the participants
stressed that the USroleis destructive and
justtoserve Trump Administration's election
campaign.

The participants said with consensusthatthe US
ispresentin Afghanistanjustforitsownregional
aimsandnotto help the Afghan people.
IsaHosseinisaid thatIran hasalwaysbeen
seeking peacein Afghanistanand hasa positive
and constructive role in Afghanistan’s peace
process,addingthat peacein Afghanistanmeans
peaceinlran.

He added thatifthe USreally wants peacein
Afghanistan, it should prepare the ground for
[ran’s participationinthe peace process.
Former Iranian ambassador to Afghanistan
and Italy Abolfazl Zohrevand said that Iran
hasbeen focusing onissues of Afghanistan
overthe past 30 yearsand hasannounced that
everything should be decided by the Afghan
people themselvesand others should just pave
theway,addingthatUShashad noachievements
inthe pasttwodecadesinthisregard.

He said that as shown in history, Iran and

Afghanistan are like one soulin two bodies and
the USdoesn’'twant this.

Zohrevand said that Taliban as the ones who
destroyed Afghanistan and the US as ones
who attacked the country have now made an
agreement, and now they want the Afghan
governmenttonegotiate in Doha, adding that it
isnotpeacetalks;itisthe processtodestroyand
disintegrate Afghanistan.
Mohammad-Esmaeel Qasemyar said in the
webinar that Taliban regime was destroyed in
the one-month invasion ofthe USbutchanged
intoabigforceinthe presence of the USand
NATO forces.

He criticized the Taliban for beinghappy with the
agreementthey made with the US, buttheyare
stillkilling their fellow countrymen.

Jafar Haghpanah, assistant professor for
regional studies and the head of Desk for
Afghanistan Studies in the Association of
Political Sciences of Iran, said Doha talks suffer
astructural deficiency - lack of coordinationin
the three domestic, regional, and international
levels.

Headdedthatothershave notallowed Tehran
tohaveits own initiative in Afghanistan peace
talks while Iran has the ability to bring together
alarge number of Afghan people and parties,and
advantage thatthe US, Pakistan, and others do
nothave suchanability.

Talks between the Afghan governmentand
the Taliban started in Doha on September 12
and have been going on with no progress. Itis
believed by Afghan analysts that the talks have
reachedanimpasse.

Russian hackers targeted California, Indiana

Democratic parties

The group of Russian hackersaccused of meddlinginthe 2016

U.S.presidential election earlier this year targeted the email

accounts of Democraticstate partiesin California and Indiana,

and influential think tanks in Washington and New York,

according to people with knowledge of the matter.

The attempted intrusions, many of which were
internally flagged by Microsoft Corp MSFT.0 over
the summer, were carried outbya group often
nicknamed "Fancy Bear." The hackers' activity
providesinsightintohow Russianintelligence
istargetingthe United Statesintherun-uptothe
Nov.3election.

Thetargetsidentified by Reuters, whichinclude
the Center for American Progress, the Council
onForeignRelationsand the Washington-based
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace,
saidtheyhad notseenany evidence of successful
hackingattempts.

Fancy Bear is controlled by Russia’s military
intelligence agency and was responsible for
hacking the email accounts of Hillary Clinton’s
staffintherun-uptothe 2016 election,according
toaDepartmentof]Justice indictment filed in
2018.

News ofthe Russian hackingactivity followslast
month'sannouncementhere by Microsoft that
Fancy Bear had attempted to hack more than
200 organizations, many of which the software
company said were tied to the 2020 election.
Microsoft was able to link this year's cyber
espionage campaign to the Russian hackers
throughanapparent programming error that
allowed the company to identify a pattern of

Qalibafcondoles counterpart Mustafa Sentop

. . . over a deadly earthquake

with his Turkish which shook western city of
counterpart Izmir on Friday.

In his message, Qalibafalso

over deadly extended condolences to all

earthqllake Members of Parliament, the

Iranian Parliament speaker
Mohammad-Baqger Qalibaf
in a message on Saturday
condoled with his Turkish

government and nation of
Turkey.He prayed for the soul
ofthevictimstorestinpeace.

The Iranian speaker also

sympathized with the families
of the victims and wished
immediate recovery for those
injuredintheincident.
Qalibafsaid thatthe Iranian
Parliamentis ready to make
the necessary coordination
for dispatchingreliefitems
tothe quake-hitareasand for
providingany otherassistance
inthisregard.

attack unique to Fancy Bear, accordingtoa
Microsoftassessmentreviewed by Reuters.
Microsoftdeclined to comment on Reuters’
findings, citing customer privacy. But Tom Burt,
corporate vice president, customer security and
trust, said inastatementthatthe company-and
the U.S.government- “havebeen workinghardto
keepthiselectionsafeand secure.”

The thrust of espionage operations could not
be determined by Reuters. The Office of the
Director of National Intelligence said in August

here that Russian operations were attempting
toundermine the campaign of presidential
candidate JoeBiden.

Democratic National Committee spokesman
Chris Meagher said it was “no surprise” that
foreignactors wereattemptingtointerfere with
theelection.

The Russian Embassy in Washington said it
doesnotinterferein America’s internal affairs
and denied anylinkto “Fancy Bear,” calling the
allegation “fake news.”

The Trump campaign did notreturn messages.
Overthe summer, a specialized cybersecurity
unitat Microsoftand federal law enforcement
agents notified many of the targets whowerein
Fancy Bear’s crosshairs, according to six people
withknowledge ofthe matter. Reuterslastmonth
identified SKDKnickerbocker, alobbying firm
allied with Biden, as one of them.

The targeting of Democrats in Indiana and
California- confirmed by four people familiar
with the matter - suggests that the Russians
are “casting theirnetwide,” said Don Smith of
cybersecurity company Secureworks.

The Indiana Democratic Party saidinastatement
itwas “unaware of any successful intrusions.”
California Democratic Party Chair Rusty Hicks
acknowledgedbeingtargeted, butstopped short
ofnaming Fancy Bear, sayinginan email that “the
effortby the foreign entity wasunsuccessful.”
TheFBldeclined comment.

Among them was the Center for American
Progress (CAP), aleft-leaning group whose
founder, John Podesta, was atthe center of the
2016 Russianhackandleak operation,according
toapersonwithdirectknowledge of theincident.
A CAP spokesperson said the organization
had notbeenbreached and declined further
comment. The Open Society Foundations, one of
thefirstorganizationstoseeits correspondence
leaked to the publicby Fancy Bearin 2016, was
targeted by the Kremlin again earlier thisyear,
according to two people briefed on the matter.
Thegroup’s founder, George Soros, has provided
substantial fundingto pro-democracy causesand
isaregulartarget of Russian disinformationas
wellas domestic conspiracytheories.
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