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city of Chabahar have extended an agreement
for offering 40% discountto cargos coming from
or going to either destination for another year,
accordingtoalocal official. Behrouz Aghaei, the
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director of Sistan and Balouchestan Province What’s News
Departmentof Portsand Maritime Organization,

said on Sunday thatthe discountwasintroduced T ‘N7 d B kl. t . .

for the first time a year ago to help further 0 al. an up cy 34% Declinein Coal
strengthenregional bonds, and increase the Concentrate Qutput

transfer of goods between the two countries.He
said thatsincethe Iranianand Indian ports agreed
to offera40% discountto port costslastyear, the
two countries have witnessed anincrediblerise
of bilateral exchanges so thatIran’s exports to
Indiahave excessivelyincreased over the past six
months.India’s 75,000 tons of donated wheatto
Indiawere sentto Afghanistan viaIran’s Shahid
Rajaei Portlastyear, the official said.

Iran unveils Yalda gas
field so soon

Economicconstraintsand Covid19-havetakena

tollon Tehranpublictransportation,astheypush

thesectortotheverge ofbankruptcy, thehead of

Tehran City Council's Transportation Commission

said.

&4/&1

Mohammad Alikhani
added that Tehran
Metro and Tehran
Bus Company have
been facing a cash
crunch since the

The combined output
of Iran’s two major coal
producersreached 42,569
tons of coal concentrates
during the sixth [ranian
month (Aug. 22-Sept.
21) to register a 34.6%
decline comparedwithlast
year’s similar month, the
[ranian Minesand Mining
Industries Development
and Renovation
Organizationreported on

“Iran will unveil the Yalda gas field up to the next NEWS - -

two weeks,” Deputy Maniging Dirre)ctor ofthe US_ sanctiops were gf,g%’jfﬁi@fiﬂﬁg

National Iranian Oil Company for Explorations reinstated in 2018, for33.588t fthetotal
) . ) : IRIBreported. 0r 33,060 tonsorthetota

Affairs Seyed Ali Moalemi told ILNA.Speaking to W outputand Central Alborz

ILNA news agency, the Iranian official said that The spr.ead ththe n(l)vel Coal Company for the

inthe Persian Gulf, arigisbeingdrilled in Yalda coronavirus has lent inine8.981

Square.Referring to the lack of equipment, he anotherblow to the sector, ;el\r}i:‘mng ’ tstons.

said “we have obtained importlicenses forall Shm,lkmg .the number of I EXP“

the required equipment, but we cannotimport publicvehicle passengers sector by the end of the Tarfa added that the incurred abiglossof 1.2 ranian

them,” adding that one company was shutdown and inflicting a loss of 5 year [March2021],whichis outbreak of the lethal trillionrials($3.7 million) Ullemplo?fment .

for sixmonths for failing to import equipment “We trillionrials ($15.52million)  barelysufficienttosolveany ~ coronavirushasaddedtothe ~ permonth. RatetoRise0.2%in

may be lagging behind in terms of technology, onthetwo companies,”"he  problem,” hesaid. problems,asthebusfleet’s Late May, Alikhani had said 2021

but we are ahead of other countries because of said. Alikhani believes that dailytravelshavereduced thatwiththespreadofthe The International

the specialized forces that we have.”He further
pointed to drilling exploration wells in the Yalda
gas field, starting development operationsin
the northernareas of South Parsfield [known as
North Pars], and the design and installation of
gas pressure boosting platforms as the POGC’s
nextstepsinproduction maintenance.lran shares
the supergiant South Pars gas field with Qatar in
the Persian Gulf. Geographically, one-third of the
South ParsfieldisinIran's possession, while today
Iran’sgas production fromthisjointfield isequal to
Qatar. In fact, havingjust one-third of the field, we
are producingan equal amountofgas with Qatar.

Neighboring States
Constitute 70% of $13.5b

“Over60% ofbusesworking
in Tehran are privately-
owned and they will stop
workingiftheir operations
have no  economic
justification.”

The official noted that
negotiationsare underway
to  increase  public
transportation fare by
25% for the second time
inthe currentIranian year
(started March 20).
“Althoughrising prices can
bediscouragingtothe public
and mightfurther shrinkthe
number of passengers, the

it is unfair to blame the
mismanagementof officials
and the worsening state on
the general public.
Speaking to reporters,
Mahmoud Tarfa, the head of
Tehran Bus Company, said
challenges facing public
transportationarenotanew
story.

“Tehran’s buses were
already insufficient and
dilapidated, and unable to
provideadecenttransport
service to citizens. More
thanhalfof Tehranbusesare
over 12 yearsoldand every

from 1.8 milliontolessthan
700,000.

“Bus driversare noteven
recovering earn their
expenses,” hesaid.
Pointingto the factthatthe
governmenthasoverlooked
the sector for the past
decade, Tarfa said, “We
should waitand see if the
government officials will
eventually give supportto
the publictransportsystem
by the end of currentyear”
Lossesinthe Capital

Three months after the
Covid-19 entered the

viral disease, a majority
of people opt for private
vehicles over publicmeans
oftransportation for daily
commutation.

"Normally, the public
transportsystem handled
over five million travels a
day. Thefigurehasshrunkto
lessthan one million these
days, hurtingthelivelihood
ofbus and taxidrivers," he
saidthen.
“Cabandbusfleets operate
withalotof empty seats, as
only 40% of their capacity
are utilized. This is while

Monetary Fund expects
theunemploymentratein
Irantorisefrom12.2%in
2020t012.4%in2021.

In its latest World
EconomicOutlookreport,
the IMF putthe 2019 rate
at10.7%.Accordingto the
Statistical Center ofIran's
latestreport, the country’s
unemploymentrate, the
proportion of jobless
population of ages 15
andabove, stood at9.5%
inthe second quarter of
the currentIranianyear,
indicating a 1% decline

EXPOI‘tS in Hl best-case scen.ario isthat  day more than 300 buses  country, TehranCity Council mostvehiclesontheroadare compared with the same
Iran’s 15 neighbors accounted for 70% of the t}.le.mea.sure will carn _500 brealﬁfiownlduetotechnical annoiunced thatthe ciFy’s beingl}seg for purposeslike perlf)doflastyear.
country’s total exports during the first half of ?ﬂhon rials[$1.55 m1111.on] flaws,” hesaid. public  transportation shopping Rail Passenger

or the transportation Trips Down80%

the currentIranian year (March 20-Sept.21),
according to the head of the Trade Promotion
Organization of [ran.This share stood at 60% over

Iran-India trade declines

the pandemic.
He then pointed to the latest statistics and

Rezaeiadded thatIranhastalked with India

tosortoutitsbanking problem,adding that

Passenger rail services
have experienced an80%

the first six months of the previous fisc?l year duetosanctions and condition of trade exchanges betweenIran  consideringlranisfacingwith forex problem, Elefi)?it\kIlZi:j:rizﬁttI};zgirzisrf
(March 21-Sept.21,2019) and 55% during the pande]nic andIndia, sayingthatalthoughIran’s Customs it also faces some challenges which had year (March 20-Sept. 21)

firsthalf of the fiscal 2018-19, Hamid Zadboum
was quoted by IRNA as saying.The official added
that over the last Iranian year (March 2019-
20), Iran’s exportstoits neighboring countries
stood at $24 billion.The official believesIran’s
exports toits neighboring states, namely the
UAE, Iraq, Turkey, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Russia,
Oman, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Kuwait, Qatar,
Kazakhstan, Armenia, Bahrain and Saudi Arabia,
have the potential toreach $125 billion peryear.

Vice president of India-Iran Chamber of
Commerce Parham Rezaei says Iran and
India’s trade exchange hasdeclined due tothe
U.S.sanctions and outbreak of coronavirus,
adding that sanctions accounted for 50
percentofthis decline.

Speakingto ILNA, Rezaeisaid thatthe decline
intrade of Iran and India has had two major
reasonsas sanctions’ share of the declineis
50percentand some 30 percentisbecause of

Administration hasnotreleased any precise
statistics on the volume of imports and
exports ofboth countries, the outbreak ofthe
virushasaffected the trade exchange between
bothstatesinrecentmonthsand importsand
exports have been declined significantly.

He added thatthereason for this declineis
partly for pandemicand partly for sanctions
but sanctions’ share is 50 percent and
pandemicis some 30 percent.

been created by the Central Bank because
of changesinitspolicies.Hereiterated that
in case Iran wants to increase the trade
exchanges, the Central Bank should revise
itsapproach towards exports and improve
it, noting thatinreturn, it shouldliftban on
imports of goodsinorder thatexportersand
importers themselves sortitoutratherthan
the bankseats and waits repatriation of the

forexinto the country by the exporters.

inflicting 14 trillionrials
($44.2 million) inlosses
to the Islamic Republic
of Iran Railways and
otherrail transportation
companies, according
tothehead of IRIR.“This
means thatatotal of 13.7
million fewer tickets for
passenger travels were
sold duringthe six-month
period, compared with

NO 609 Solution: NO 608 [ News | L .
the similar period oflast
7 4 year,all of whichhastodo
CBI Expects rattled most markets. With the outbrez?\k ofthe
. R While inflation growth Covid-19pandemic," Saeed
ngherlnﬂatlon slowed in the past two Rasouliwasalso quoted
In a report  On months, the central as saying by IRNA.The

macroeconomicvariables,

the Central Bank of Iran
said soaring foreign
exchange rates could
buckthe declining trend
ofinflation in the coming
months.

Trackinginflation in the
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past few months, the CBI
said consumer prices
increasedin Mayto July due
todeclining government
revenue that spurred
inflation expectation and
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bank predicts that steep
volatility in financial
markets has the potential
to undermine the trend
andresultinanewbout of
inflation.

Inapressrelease published
on its website, the CBI
said “external factors”
emanating from the US
economicsanctions States
had the biggestnegative
impact on consumer
prices

official noted that many
passengerscancelled their
ticketsforthelranian New
Year holidays (started
March 20) - the peak
season fortourismin Iran
-duetothe coronavirus
outbreak.“Passengerrail
companies gave full refund
tocloseto 1.2 million pre-
purchasedtickets worth
1.07 trillionrials [$3.38
million].
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Legal obstacles
US faced to
extend Iran
arms embargo
Countdown for the
liftingofa2007 arms
embargo against
Iran came to anend
on Sunday although
the United States
had launched a
campaign to extend
therestrictions on
Iran from several
monthsago.

The lifting of Iran
arms embargo is
taking place under
the provisions of a
UNSC Resolution
2231 (2015) which
follows alandmark
Iran nuclear deal
paving the way for
a further lifting of
missile and nuclear
restrictions on the
country.

“As of Sunday, we
can buy arms from
whoever we want
and sell arms to
whoever we want,”
President Hassan
Rouhani said last
Wednesday.

UN Security Council
2231 was adopted
few after the Iran
nucleardeal -known
as JCPOA - was
concluded to help
resolve part of the
remaining missile
andarmsissues.
The Resolution
provided thatIran’s
arms embargo shall
be lifted within a
five-year period
which cametoanend
today (October 18,
2020).

Underthe provisions
ofthe Resolution, the
missile restrictions
on Iran shall be
removed within
eight years from
the date on which
the Resolution was
adopted, setting a
10-15 time period
for lifting nuclear
restrictions on the
country.

The Trump
administration did
whateverit could to
preventthelifting of
Iran arms embargo
and in its last
attempt, Washington
proposed a draft
resolution tothe UN
Security Council for
extending the arms
restrictionson Iran.
However, except
for Dominican and
the USitself, all the
rest 13 members of
the Council either
voted againstthe US
draftresolution or
abstained.

Russia Says Not Afiraid of
US Sanctions, Will Resume
Military Cooperation with
Iran

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov said
Moscow will resume its military cooperation with Tehran
followingthe termination ofthe UN Security Council’sarms
restrictions againstIran.

“Russia is not afraid of US sanctions because it is
accustomed to them,” Ryabkovsaid, according to the TASS

JCPOA impacts come to light by expiry of

arms embargo

newsagency on Sunday.

He added that Russia is developing multi-aspect
cooperation with Iran and “cooperation in the military-
technical sphere will proceed depending on needs of the
partiesand mutual readiness to such cooperationinacalm
fashion.”

The Foreign Ministry ofthe Islamic Republicof Iranreleased
astatementon Sunday,announcingthe official termination
of UN Security Council provisions on armsrestrictionsand
travel ban.

The Foreign Ministry said October 18is “amomentous day
for the international community,” praising the world for
standing with Tehran “in defiance of the USregime’s efforts.”

The administration of US
President Donald Trump
suffered an embarrassing
loss on August 14 as it
failed to renew the
Iranian arms embargo
through a resolution
at the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC).
Russia and China voted
against the motion and the
remaining 11 councilmembers, including
France, Germany and the UK, abstained.

NEWS

Iran's Arms'Trade Needs

Impacts of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of

Action came to lightby the expiry of [ran arms

embargo 13 years afterits imposition by the
United Nations.

President Hassan
Rouhani said earlier
inhisspeechonlran’s
right toimportand

" E W S export arms that

NEWS one oftheimportant
_EEZM  advantages of Iran
nuclear deal or the
JCPOA is lifting arms
embargo which will take
effect on October 18,

2020.
Accordingly, Iranian
professor in Gilan
University Reza Simbar

=
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No Prior Consent from
UNSC: Envoy

With the termination of the UN arms
restrictions, Iran’sarmstrade with the world
needs no prior consent from the United
Nations Security Council, the Iranian
ambassadortothe UN said.

"5yearsafter Adoption Day of JCPOA—& in
accordance with UNSCR 2231 —illegalarms
restrictions on Iran are now terminated. As
oftoday, Iran's arms trade needs no prior
consentfrom UNSC. The US tried to prevent
thisbutitfailed,asthe UNSCrejected all US
efforts,” Majid Takht Ravanchi tweeted on
Sunday:.

It came after the Foreign Ministry of the
Islamic Republicoflranreleased a statement
on Sunday, announcing the official
termination of UN Security Council provisions
onarmsrestrictions and travel ban.

Itsaid October 18is“amomentous day for the

said in an interview
with IRNA that the
new sanctions of the
US Department of the
Treasury about Iranian
financial institutes
will create obstacles to
Iranian business with
industrial companies
andthearmsimportsand
exports.

Inresponsetoaquestion
whether ending arms
embargoisanimportant
achievementof]CPOA, he
said the sanctions were
imposedonlran13years
ago and before signing
JCPOA.Hesaid thatbased
on arms embargo, no
country was allowed to
selladvanced weapons
toIran.

Lifting the limitations
were among topics for
Iraniandiplomatsagenda
with foreign ministers of

sixworld powers which
hadbeenimposed onlran
unfairly.

Commenting on the
relations between
lifting arms embargo
and Trump’s policies, he
said the main approach
taken by US president
is to withdraw and
lack of commitment
to international
agreements.

He referred to Paris
Climate Change
Agreement, putting an
end to US membership
with  World Trade
Organization, UN
humanitarian agencies
and JCPOA as examples
of Trumprenegade to the
international agreements
and the global concerns.
He described Trump’s
behavioras manifestation
oftherule ofjungle and

today he is trying to
deprive Iran ofits rights
underthe JCPOAby taking
advantage of power of
sanctions

Iranian professors
believes thatIran could
pave the way for US
isolationininternational
policy by standing up
to Trump’s maximum
pressure.

Trump wanted to create
impediments to ending
arms embargo and to
extend it by unlawful
mechanism of so-called
snapback.

But in fact no country
in the United Nations
Security Council followed
US unilateral approach
and as so Iran was the
mainwinner.

It will become more
complicated when the
US doesnotallowmoney

transfer between Iran
and other powersinthe
world, Simbar saidadding
thatthe latest financial
sanctions will make other
countries unable to do
businesswith Iran.
Earlier on Sunday,
Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif
inamessage described
ending arms embargo
against Iran as a
momentous day for the
international community:.
Meanwhile, Iranian
Foreign Ministry
released a statement
on termination of
UNSC Security arms
restrictions and travel
ban, sayingthe definitive
and unconditional
termination of arms
restrictions and travel
bans requires no new
resolution.

international community,” praising the world
for standingwith Tehran “in defiance ofthe US
regime’s efforts.”

The administration of US President Donald
Trump suffered an embarrassingloss on
August 14 asitfailed torenew the Iranian
arms embargo through aresolution at the
United Nations Security Council (UNSC).
Russiaand Chinavoted againstthe motion
and the remaining 11 council members,
including France, Germany and the UK,
abstained.

Saudi Arabia Says
Believesin ‘Eventual

Normalization’ with Israel
Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal Bin
Farhan Al-Saud said his country believesin
“eventual normalization” of ties with Israel,
the Washington Institute for Near East Policy
reported.

Inarecentvirtual meeting with the prince,
hesaid, “Ibelieve that the focusnow needsto
be on getting the Palestiniansand the [sraelis
backto the negotiatingtable.Inthe end, the
only thingthatcandeliverlasting peace and

lasting stabilityisan agreementbetween the

Termination of UN
Arms Ban A ‘Win for
Multilateralism’: Iran’s
Zarif

Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarifdescribed the termination of the UN
Security Council’'sarmsrestrictionsagainst
Tehranindefiance of Washington’s effortsas
“awin for the cause of multilateralism and
peaceandsecurityinourregion”.

" : . travelban.
‘Amomentous day for the international

community, which— in defiance of malign
US efforts—hasprotected UNSCRes. 2231
and JCPOA. Today's normalization of Iran’s
defense cooperation with the worldisawin
forthe cause of multilateralism and peace
and security in ourregion,” Zarif tweeted
onSunday.The tweetcame after the Foreign
Ministry of the Islamic Republic of Iran
released astatementearlier in the day,
announcingthe termination of UN Security
Council provisionsonarmsrestrictionsand

The Foreign Ministry said October 18 is

(UNSC).

abstained.

“amomentous day for the international
community,’ praisingthe world for standing
with Tehran “in defiance of the USregime’s
efforts."Theadministration of US President
Donald Trump suffered an embarrassing
loss on August 14 asitfailed torenew the
[ranian arms embargo througharesolution
atthe United Nations Security Council

Russiaand China voted againstthe motion
and theremaining 11 council members,
including France, Germany and the UK,

Palestinians and the Israelis.

“If we don’t manage to achieve that, we will
continue to have thatfesteringwound in the
region. We are committed to the process of
peace.

“Peace, we see, is a strategic necessity
for theregion. Partofthatis an eventual
normalization with Israel, as envisionedinthe
Arabpeaceplan”

The prince continued, “So, we have always
envisioned thatnormalization would happen,
butwe alsoneed to have a Palestinian state
and we need to have a Palestinian and Israeli
peaceplan.”

Speaker: End of Iran arms
embargo great failure for
US government

Iranian Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bager Qalibafsaid
thatlifting the arms embargo on Iran was a great failure
forthe US governmentand itisavictory for Iranian nation
when the US snapbackattemptwas thwarted by the United
Nations Security Council.

Addressing the formal session of Majlis on Sunday, Qalibaf
said thatthe expiry of the United Nations arms embargo
onIran envisaged by the UNSC Resolution 2231 took effect
today, and thisisagreatfailure for the US governmentand
agreatachievementforthe Iranian nation enabling Iranian
Governmentto buy and sell conventional weapons.
Earlier on Sunday Iranian Foreign Ministry released
a statement on termination of UNSC Security arms

restrictions and travel ban, saying the definitive and
unconditional termination ofarmsrestrictions and travel
bansrequiresnonew resolution.

"In one of the JCPOA’s innovations, the definitive and
unconditional termination ofarmsrestrictions and travel
bansrequiresnonewresolution, nor doesitrequire any
statement or any other measure by the Security Council.
Thelifting of arms restrictions and the travel ban were
designed tobeautomaticwith no otheractionrequired,"
the statementreads.

"The country’s deterrence stems from native knowledge
and capability,aswellas our people’s power andresilience.
In contemporary history [ran—despiteits power disparity
— hasnever started awar. Regrettably lucrative weapon
deals — concluded mainly between Western powers and
someregional countries — have contributed greatly to,
and aggravated commission of, war crimes in the region,
including the ongoing aggression againstthe Yemeni

itadded.

Meanwhile, Foreign Ministry spokesman Saeed
Khatibzadeh in a Twitter message pointed to the expiry
ofthe United Nations arms embargo againstIran, saying
thatpeace and stability in the region have always been top
priority of Iran.
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JCPOA impacts

Iran announces termination of UNSC arms

restrictions and travel ban

Iranian Foreign Ministry released a statement on termination of UNSC
Security arms restrictions and travel ban, saying the definitive and
unconditional termination ofarmsrestrictions and travel bans requires no

newresolution.

"Inone ofthe JCPOA'sinnovations, the definitive and unconditional termination
ofarmsrestrictions and travel bans requires no new resolution, nor doesitrequire any

20000 Rials

statementorany other measure by the Security Council," the statementreads.

Earlier, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani congratulated Iranians over the end of ten years of
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come tolight by et
expiryofarms
embargo Pakistanrejects alleged
B military support to
Speaker: End of Azerbaijan
Iloan arms enlbalogo Pakistani Government
. stronglyrejectedallegation
greatfallureforUS of military support to
government Azerbaijan made by the
Armenian Prime Minister
Iranian, Indian that Pakistan Special
pOI‘tS extend Forces were taking part
. inthe conflictof Nagorno-
discount for mutual Karabakh with Azeri
pOI‘t costs o forces, callingitanegative

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

propaganda.

Pakistan foreign ministry
inastatementon Saturday
said: We have seen the

04:50:02 transcript of Armenian
Noon call to prayer: Prime Minister’sinterview
11:48:13 on 15 October with a

Evening call to prayer:

17:43:22

WEATHER

Russian TV referring to
some unsubstantiated
reports alleging
involvement of Pakistani
special forcesalongside
Azerbaijani army in the
ongoingconflict.

“We categorically reject
these baseless and
unwarranted comments
by the Armenian Prime
Minister;"itsaid.

cruelarmssanctionsagainstthe nationand said thiswill comeasaresultofIran's struggle against
the USinthe pastfouryears.

= ;fiEE’*? “

Iranunveils Yalda gas field
SO Soon

UK journalist: US much onits own in taking
anti-Iran policy

Defense and Security Editor for ‘The Independent’ Kim

Senguptareferred to US’ failure inkilling [ran nuclear deal

and reinstating UNSC sanctions againstIran, saying The

Trump administrationis very much onits own in taking this

action.

Speakinginaninterviewwith IRNA, Sengupta
commented on US claim with regard to
reinstating UN sanctionsagainstIran, saying:
“The imposition of the sanctions on Iran,
the so-called ‘snapback’ was unilateral and
imposed despite opposition from European
allies. There hasbeen similar opposition from
Russiaand China”

“Britain, France and Germanyhad sentaletter
ahead of the USannouncementsaying that
sanctionsreliefshould continue beyond 20th
September;” headded.

“The Trump administrationis very much on
itsownintakingthisaction,” the UKjournalist
reiterated.

Elaborating on the measures taken by the
European countries withregard tosupporting
Irannucleardeal, he said: “The E3 has, as
mentioned, argued againstthe sanctionsand
say theyare doing whatthey can to keep the
JCPOAalive.”

“The financial mechanism, INSTEX, had its
firstdealontradingwithIranafewmonthsago
withmedicinebeingsold toIranbya German
company.’

“PresidentMacron, in particular,hasbeen quite
upbeatabout INSTEX, but the factremains
thatmostmajor companies would be wary of
using the system because of the threat of US
secondarysanctions,” Senguptanoted.
“Inreality, like somuch elsearound the world,
governmentsare waiting to see whathappens
intheUSelection”

“Itisnow pretty clear thatthe currentUS
administrationis out of step with much ofthe
international community, including Western
allies, onnotjust]JCPOA, butalotofother
issues,” he said in response to a question
whether Trump administration’s anti-JCPOA

policywouldlead to confrontation with the
international community in general and the
Security Councilin particular.
“Butthisisanadministrationwhichhasturned
away from amultilateral approachandisvocal
aboutitsunilateral stances. Soitisunlikely that
itwill changeitsways,” he stated.

When asked to comment on US next move
againstIran after UNSC opposition, Sengupta
said: “The natural expectation would be that
the USwould continue with draconianactions.
Wemaysee, forexample,itagreeingtosell F-35
warplanestothe UAE, ashough the Israelis will
objecttothat.”

“Butthen, if Trump does win, he may want
to make a mark as a ‘peacemaker’ as he
claims to have done with Iran. We will see
differentapproachtotheJCPOAunderaBiden
presidency,”headded.

Referringtothe factthearms embargoonlIran
isnowcomingtoanend under UNSCresolution
2231, he offered hisview on what this means
forIran, chinaand Russiainonehandand US
and Europeinthe other.

He said: “Not quite in those terms. The
Europeanstates did notsupportthe extension
ofthearmsembargo despite USpressure.”
“Havingsaid that, the Western stateshave said
they donotwant countries like Russia and
Chinatosell Iranadvanced offensive weapons,”
hesaid.

The seniorjournalistn went on to note that:
“Thereisalsoafeelingin Western capitals
thatIranwould notbe able to afford expensive
advanced weapons because of its economic
problems.”

Commentingon US policy toward Iran after
upcoming presidential elections, he said:
“Biden may well try toresuscitate the JCPOA,
albeit with some modifications. We’ll need
to see how this evolves with the rest of his
policies.”

“It'sworth bearingin mind thatone aim of
‘snapback’ by the Trump administration may
wellhave beento scupper Biden onJCPOAin
the expectation/hope thatIran would react
by pulling outofthe nuclear deal,” Sengupta
added.

John Bolton: US 'Not Safer' Today than It Was
before Trump Presidency

John Bolton, who worked as national security adviser to US

President Donald Trump from 2018 to 2019, told NPR's All

Things Considered thathe doesnotbelieve the United Statesis

safer today thanit was fouryearsago.

"Ithink unfortunately it's not safer, which
isnotto say thatthere haven'tbeen some
important positive decisions made and
some importantaccomplishments," he said,
including withdrawing from a Cold War-era
nucleararms control treaty with Russia.
"Thetroubleis, there hasbeenno overarching
strategyinthe Trump administration,” Bolton
told NPR on Friday. "So that the series of
decisions thathave been made really have
not followed a pattern thatleads us overa
sustained period of time to a stronger
positioninternationally. And I think thatisa
fundamental failing in the administration's
approach that contributes to the general
conclusion, netted outacross all the different
issueareasthatwe'renotinastronger position
today than we were when the administration
tookoffice."

Bolton'sbook abouthis time in the White
House, The Room Where It Happened, contains
amultitude ofallegations against Trump and
his foreign policy. Trump has denied them.

Boltonadded thatthereare "two main threats"
tothe US: Chinaand Russia, because of "their
nuclear capabilities,among other things."
"Withrespecttoboth of those countries,”
Boltonsaid, "we have no strategy."
"Theseareall problemsthatare accentuated
by the president'sad hoc,almostrandom
decision-making," he said. "AsIsay,it produces
decisionsthat]doagree with fromtimetotime,
butitdoesnotproduceacoherent, effective,
sustained policy, whichis whatyouneedtobe
successfulinnational security."
Asnationalsecurity adviser, Bolton also shifted
how the nation would prepare for biological
threats.In2018,longbefore COVID-19, The
Washington Postreported that Rear Adm.
Timothy Ziemer, the NSC official in charge of
the country's pandemicresponse, leftunder
hiswatchas partofarestructuring that Bolton
organized. Ziemer's departure meantthatno
senior administration official was focused
solely on global health security, but Bolton
arguesthathis decision was made "precisely
because [ saw biological threatsasa priority."
"Icombined thatdirectorate with the director
dealing with weapons of mass destruction,
whichinclude nuclearand chemical weapons
andbiologicalweapons,” Boltonsaid. "I felt that
would actually strengthen the NSC's ability to
deal with potential pandemics."

in Afghanistan to all regional

. ' Afghanistan.
AfghaHISt.an S Abdullah is accompanied by a
AbdullahinTehran number of Afghan officials and
for peace, bilateral lawmakers.

talks

Chairman of Afghan Peace Council
Abdullah Abdullah arrivedin the
[ranian capital on Sundaytodiscuss
the peace processin Afghanistanas
wellasbilateralissues.

In his three-day visit to Tehran,
Abdullah will hold meetings with
top Iranian officials.

The meetings will focus on thelatest
developments in peace talks in

In September, Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifin
aninterview with Fareed Zakaria-
CCN'shostand member of Board
of Directors of the US Council on
Foreign Relations- spoke about
peacein Afghanistanand said "Well,
Iran hasalwaysbeena participant
inany peace effort, from the Bonn
Conference in 2001 where Iran
played aleading role in getting
the parent governmentin place

attempts.

"Webelieve thatthere were major
flawsin the attempt by the United
States —intherecent process.|
believe the United States engaged
inanall-outeffortto simply get out
of Afghanistan—which is good,
butitshould notbe atthe expense
ofthe people of Afghanistanand
atthe expense of the democratic
processin Afghanistan, atexpense
oftheachievements of the—ofthe
international community and the
Afghanpeople overthe pasttwenty
years," hesaid.
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