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Iran will face foreign currency crisis if o
exports donotdouble; Expert TranSupplics
Nearly Halfof
0 0
“IfIrancannotdoubleits currentexportlevelin Afghamstan S
theupcomingyears, thecountrywill faceaforeign Market
Oil prices rose on Tuesday following U.S. currency crisis,” Chairman of Iran-Chinajoint Demand
President Donald Trump’s return to the White ChamberofCommercetold. [ranaccountsfornearly
House from hospital after being treated for half of Afghanistan's
COVID-19 last Friday, while another storm ) market demand,
brewing in the U.S. Gulf of Mexico posed a RN Speakingto ILNA, according to Iran’s
threattorefineries. %‘JJJV’ M‘?‘Jld Reza Hariri commercial attaché
Prices fell sharply last Friday when Trump ISFAHAN said thatcurrently, to the neighboring

wentinto hospital, then climbed more than
5% on Monday after he said he would return
tothe White House and as hopes grew that
adeal could be agreed fora U.S. economic
stimulus package to counter theimpact of the

the condition is
in a way that the
government can

NEWS

_EEZM  donothingfortwo

reasons, adding
that the first reasonis

country, Mohammad
Mehdi Javanmard-
Qassab.

About $3-4 billion of
Afghanistan’s total

coronavirus pandemic. annual imports worth
U.S. West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude thatsanctions have led $6-7 billion are from
CLc1 futures were trading up 24 cents, or 0.6% totheslump inIran’s oil Iran,headded.

at$39.46abarrelat 0435 GMT. revenuesand the second “The depreciation of
Brent crude LCOc1 futuresrose 21 cents, or reas(;’nis'the coronavirus : Iranian currency has

andemic.
0.5%,t0$4?.50ab.arrel. _ ‘I‘)The virus pandemic worth $30bwhichmade wouldbearound $30b expenditures do not paved th? way foran
An .expandlr?g strike by v.vorkers in Norway, has affected non-oil the total revenuessome  whilethe figurewas$40b match. increase in exports...
which shut.51x offs.hore 01lan('i gas fields,and exports  comparing $15bbutinrecentyears lastyear. He reiterated that if Afghaplstanhas huge
the gvacuatlonof011p1'atformsmtheU.S. Gul.fof to the previous years andduetosanctionsand Haririaddedthatsothis the country does not .capac1.tyand dema.md
Mexico aheaql quroplcal Storm Deltaheading reiterating that even ;¢ theslumpintheoilprice, yearandatthebest the increase its exports 1nthefleldof'.cechm.cal
toward Louisiana and Floridaalso helped the no-oil exports had Iran’s oilrevenueshave countrywouldhaveforex anddoesnotdoubleit, and. engineering
S;‘Ppﬁrtprlcis- dof bt N 4 not faced a slump, the considerably dropped. revenuesbetween35bto it would face the forex SeWICeS-TEISPYOVIdTS
“It’'sthesu -side factors thathave change ’ ; . us  wit ample
in the lasfgi’ho rs and are contrib tign country wouldstillhave On the probable forex $4-0b while the country - erisis. opportunity for the
OUrS 3 uting faced ashortage ofthe 'EVENues ofthecountry initsmosteconomized Hariri noted that pp y for |

more to the.upllft, said Lachl.an Shaw,hea.d forex” this year, Hariri said conditionneeds$50b. due to sanctions, the exportoftheseservices
of commodity research at National Australia . that it is expected The economic expert government is unable and the transfer of our

Bank.

Haririnoted thatinthose

technical knowhow

The Norway strike will cutthe country’s total years thatthe country optlmls'flcal.ly the urgefi the country o 10 do- anything, adding in different fields to
Al ' y had good forexrevenues country’s oil revenue continue the resilient thatifthe countryputs . "
outputca.paatyby]ustover330,000barrels it used to sell oil wort}; tobearound $5andthe and economized behind this year with Afghan businesses,
of oil equivalentper day, or about 8% of total $120b annually and it Statisticsforthefirsthalf  policies until the end  this condition, the next Javanmard-Qassab
production, accordingto the Norwegian Oil had non-oil export oftheyearshowthatthe oftheyearbecausethe yeartheconditionwillbe was quotedassaying
and Gas Association. country’snon-oilexports country’srevenuesand tougher. byFarsNews Agency.

Meanwhile hopes for a bipartisan U.S.

To achieve this

economic relief package grew as House dentified ously th ) ] onslikethi 1 inglearn objective, the official
; identified previously through a mapping sessionslike thisaswellas providinglearning
2?:3}:? II:I/[?lnuC(}:]}?iilOssij)nkdeTZZaShljlzynsgac;e;arfg FAO SllppOl'tS Il'anto exercise conducted jointlyby FAOand DOE  opportunities will increase the capacity(?f zddeti'chnlirj;i h;rig
prepared to talk again Tuesday, continuing a Stl'engthen capacity underthe.sta'1'<eholder.engagementcor.nponent partners in .order. to secure the co'u.ntr.y S engineeringexhibition
recent flurry ofactivity working towards a deal oftheproject"GreenClimateFund Readinessand ~ ownershiptoinvestinclimate changemitigation inSeptember.
onlegislation. Ofnat'l andl()cal Preparatory Programmeofthe IslamicRepublic ~and adaptation measures," said Mr Gerold The First Exhibition
“There’s better (fuel) demand sentiment . ofIran."Thankstoan opportunity providedby ~ Bddeker, FAO Representative to the Islamic ofIran’s Technical and
surrounding the potential for U.S. fiscal Stakeh()ldel's on ch]]]ate FAO to connect differen.t p.arties.from Tehran, Bepuplic oflran.Highlightingth?jointefforts put Engineering Services
agreement, and perhaps President Trump Bangkok,.andmanyprowpc'lalcap.ltals.acrosthe mactlonbyFAOandDOE,MrBo.dekeras.serted in Water, Electricity
leaving hospital might drive abit ofimpetus to finance countryvirtually, the participantsinthismeeting ~ thatthe "country's ownershipisacontinuous andEnergy Sectorswas
concludeadeal there,” Shaw said. To provide aninclusive platform toaddress  sharedtheirviewsonthecountry'sinstitutional ~process, and the role of the Department of heldinKabul,alongside
Data from the American Petroleum Institute climate-related issuesinIran, the Foodand andtechnicalcapacities,existingchallengesand ~ Environmentiskey in driving institutional the first edition of
on Tuesday and the U.S. government on Agriculture Organization ofthe United Nations ~ stepsforwardtoaddressclimate-relatedissues. ~ capacity development and stakeholder’s Urban Services,
Wednesday will provide a picture of whether (FAO) and the Department of Environment ~ The partaker.s also discussed the pooled engagementforstrongown'ersh'ipinaddressing Transportation, Traffic
demand is pickingup. (DOE), asthe National Designated Authority 'reco.mmlendatlons ophowto enhancethe.NDA’s thecllmfite challengesIranis facmg.." . andRelated Machinery
Five analysts polled by Reuters estimate, on (NDA) of GreenClimate Fund (GCF),partneredto  institutional capaaty, amendthe apphcable FAO,beingthe le.ad UN agency driving gl(?bal Exhibition from Sept.
average, that crude stocks rose by 400,000 bringtogetherandbuild capacity ofaround 100  rulesandregulations,and formulatenewpolicy ~ efforts onsustainable and climate-resilient 22t024.
barrels in the week to Oct. 2, while gasoline local, national and international stakeholders ~ prioritiestobothaccessand effectivelyutilise ~ agriculture and rural development, offers “Iran  dispatched
inventories likely fell by 900,000 barrels and todiscuss climate finance.AccordingtoFood international fundingresourcesto finance technical expertise to member countries its biggest trade
distillate stockpiles, which include diesel and Agriculture Organization (FAO)in Tehran, climate change mitigation and adaptation  insupportingtheir effortsto plan,accessto delegationoverthepast
and heating oil, likely dropped by 1.4 million the engaged stakeholders, from the public measuresinthe country."FAOiscommittedto  finance, implement and report on climate 25yearstoAfghanistan
barrels. sector,academia, international organizations, ~developinginclusive mechanismstoensure changeadaptationand mitigationmeasuresin toattend thisexhibition
private sector and civil society, have been stakeholder’s engagement. Consultative agricultureandnaturalresourcesmanagement. for negotiating Iran’s
capabilities and

Afghanistan’s market

Al Solution: NO 600 -m capacities,” the official
said.

1 3 6 Lake Urmiawater metersabove sealevel, whichis Twenty-.one Framan

3 centimeterslessthanthe water companies in the

levelreaches 3.35 level onthe correspondingdateof urban services sector

billioncubicmeters lastyearThelakeisnowcovering fmd 54 companies

The volume of the water at some 2,807 square kilometers mn .tech.mcal .and

Lake Urmia, northwesternIran, ofland, whichis 2,059 square engineeringservices

reached 5 million cubicmeters kilometerslessthanayearbefore. sector participated in

during thelastwater yearthat SharedbetweenWestAzarbaijan the exhibitions, Iran’s

ended on September 22.Based andEastAzarbaijanprovincesin Embassyinthe Afghan

onthedatareleasedbytheEnergy northwesternIran, Lake Urmia, capital said in an
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Ministry, the giantreservoir’s
waterlevel declined by 80 million
cubic meters (down 2.33%)

at an elevation of 1,271.27

wasonce the largestsalt-water
lakeinthe Middle East.However,
decadesoflong-standingdrought

sector shrankthelakedrastically.

announcement.
Javanmard-Qassab
noted that although

compared with the previous spellsand elevated hotsummer Iranaims to increase
365-dayperiod (Sept.22,2018, temperatures that speed up exportsto Afghanistan,
till Sept. 22,2019).Accordingly, evaporationaswellasincreased there ~are many
thelake’slevel currently stands waterdemandsintheagriculture mn fr.a st r uctural
handicapsintheway.
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Interior

Minister: Iran
NottoTolerate
Insecurityat
Border

Iran’s minister of
interior warned the two
northwesternneighbors
entangledinawar over
the Nagorno-Karabakh
region to be careful
not to harmsecurity at
the Islamic Republic’s
border areas.
Askedbyreportersabout
thesituationalonglran’s
northwestern borders
after arecent flare-up
of fightingbetween the
Republic of Azerbaijan
and Armenia, Interior
Minister Abdolreza
Rahmani Fazli said on
Monday, “We have
advised and warned the
neighboring states that
we would by no means
tolerate  insecurity,
interference, or any
other measure damaging
thesecurity ofour people
inthoseregions.”

The minister expressed
hopethatAzerbaijanand
Armeniawould observe
theinternationallaw that
entails respect for the
national sovereignty and

rights ofall states.
Rahmani Fazli also
hoped  that the

country’sborder areas
would not experience
any insecurity with
the warring sides
proceeding with caution
and Iran monitoring the
border zones strongly
and thoroughly.

The interior minister
said anumber of mortar
shells fired during the
Nagorno-Karabakh
fighting have fallen
in Iran, stressing that
Tehran will give the
warring sidesastronger
warningifsuchincidents
recur.

On Saturday, Iranian
Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson Saeed
Khatibzadeh called on
Armeniaand Azerbaijan
to be careful not to
violate Iran’s border
amid the outbreak of the
newround of fighting.

His comments came
after officials in Iran’s
northwestern province
of East Azarbaijan
reported that mortar
shells fired by the
warring sides in the
latestround of fighting
between Armenia and
Azerbaijan have hit
borderruralareasinthe
province.

Accordingtoreports,one
ofthe mortarshas fallen
inavillagein Khoda Afrin
county, injuringa 6-year-
old child.

Iran puts into service two
advanced long-range radar
systems

Iran has puttwo more Ghadirlong-rangeradar systems into
operationinabid toboostthe country’s deterrence might.
The domestically-builtradar systemsjoined the country’s
defense network on Tuesday, in a ceremony attended
by Commander of I[ran's Army and Khatam al-Anbia Air
Defense Base, Major General Seyyed Abdolrahim Mousavi,
and Commander of Isralimc Revolutionary Guards Corps

Aerospace Force Brigadier General Amir Ali Hajizadeh.
Thefirstsetofthelong-range advanced radar was stationed
inabaseinthe central city of Garmsarin June 2014. The
second setwas putinto service in the southwestern city
of Ahvazin July 2015.Totally designed and produced
by the local military experts at the IRGC Aerospace
Force, the Ghadiridentifies aerial targets on the basis of
3-dimensional detection. The system enjoys nonstop
monitoringactivities.Usinglow signals, Ghadirisasuitable
option for electronic warfare.With an approximate range of
1,100 kilometers, the homegrown radar system can even
detecttargets with pretty small cross-section areas.

Being capable of detecting small flying objects and targets

Lieader’s Adviser: Armenia Should Leave
Occupied Azeri Lands

Ali Akbar Velayati, an international adviser to

the Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution, called on

Armenia towithdraw its forces from the regions

ithasoccupiedin the Republic of Azerbaijan, but

emphasized thatsuchaprocess should take place

politically, not militarily.

Inaninterview with
Iranian daily Kayhan,
Velayati commented
on the latest flare-
N E W S up of armed clashes
NEWS between Armeniaand
_ B Azerbaijanoverthe
disputed Nagorno-
Karabakhregion.
Pointing to the Armenian
occupation of seven
cities and the four UN

=

ISFAHAN

at far distances, the radar
systemleavesnobottleneckin
radar maintenance industry
inlIran.

Iran has in recent years
made great headways in
manufacturingabroad range of
military equipment, including the
air defense systems thatuse cutting
edgetechnologies.

Tehran hasrepeatedly stated thatits military

mightis defensive in nature and posesno threatto other
countries.

NEWS

Defense ministerreacts to
shells hitting N'W Iran

Statingthatitisinnowayacceptable forabullet
tohitIran over Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, Iran's
Minister of Defense said that Iran will definitely
takemeasuresifthesenegligences continue by both
countries.

Statingthatthesecurity ofthebordersofthe Islamic
Republicoflranisamajor, vitaland veryimportant
issueforthearmed forcesofthe country, Brigadier
General Amir Hatamisaid thatduring the conflict
between Armeniaand Azerbaijan Republic,some
bullets sometimeshitthe borders of the Islamic
Republicoflranbymistake.

The necessary warnings were given to both
countriesinthisregard,headded.

Iran closely monitors the conflictsin theregion,
hesaid,addingthatthelives ofthe citizens and the
security of I[ranisanimportantandvitalissue.
Hestressed thatitisinnowayacceptableforabullet
tohitlranduetothe carelessnessofthe countries

resolutions calling
for the withdrawal of
Armenians from the
occupied Azeriterritories
and their return to the
internationally accepted
boundaries, Velayati said
all UN Member States
mustobeytheresolutions.
“We call on Armenia to
return those occupied
parts to the Republic of
Azerbaijan. More than
one million Azeris have
been displaced after
the occupation of those
areas and must return
home soon,” he added.
The Leader’s adviser

underlined that Iran
takes the same stance on
the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflictthatithasadopted
ontheIsraeli occupation

of the Palestinian
territories.

Velayati made it clear
thatthe dispute between
Armeniaand Azerbaijan
has no military solution
whatsoever,and mustbe
resolved politically.

Iran is opposed to any
military action from any
side, because people
would be the only loser
inthe war, Velayati stated.
Deploring the recent
attacks on residential

areas amid the Nagorno-
Karabakh war, the former
Iranian foreign minister
said thiswar runs counter
totheinterests of people
ofthe two countriesand to
regional security.
Velayati further deplored
the foreign parties, such
as Israel and Turkey,
for fanning the flames
of war, adding, “Why is
Turkey insisting on the
continuation ofwar? This
country (Turkey) must
help end the warifitcan
doso, provided thatthe
occupied cities of the
Republicof Azerbaijan be
liberated definitely.”

He also said that the
illegitimate Zionistregime
whichis founded uponthe
occupation of Palestine
hasnorightto comment
onthe Nagorno-Karabakh
dispute.

Azerbaijan and Armenia
have exchanged heavy
rocketand artillery fire,
with each side accusing
the other of targeting
civilian areas as the
fighting over the disputed
region of Nagorno-
Karabakh intensified.
Dozens of soldiers and
civilians have been killed
inboth countriesin the
new round of fighting.

involvedinthe conflict.

Ifthese cases and negligences continue by the
countriesinvolved in the conflict, more measures
will definitely be taken, Hatamihighlighted.
OnMonday, Governor of Khoda Afarin countyin
Northwestoflransaid thatnumberofshellshitting
theland area of the city increased following the
intensification ofthe exchange offirebetween forces
of Armeniaand Azerbaijan Republic.
Ontheninthday ofthe conflictbetween Republicof
Azerbaijanand Armenia, more than 10 moreshells
hitthevillages of Sharafah, Mohammad Salehloo,
Hamrahlu and Gholi Begluin Garmaduz district,
headded.

Inthisregard, Iran's Interior Minister Abdolreza
Rahmani Fazlisaid thatthe Islamic Republic of Iran
will give stronger warningsifany mortarattackon
bordersofthe country continues.

New Kuwaiti Emir

Iranattaining
deeperlayers of self-
sufficiency: Hatami

Iranian Minister of Defense said thatIslamic
Republicoflranismovingtowardsattaining
self-sufficiency despite sanctionsimposed
againstthe countrybythe Global Arrogance.

Brigadier General Amir Hatami made the
remarkson Tue.intheinaugural ceremony of

“military and nonmilitary Teflon cablesand
wiresproduction factory”in Khorasan Razavi
province, and stated that Islamic Republic
of [ran has attained various scientificand
industrialachievementsininternationalarena.
Islamic Republicoflran has entered deeper
layersofself-sufficiencyin producing military
and nonmilitary equipmentand devices, the
defense minister emphasized.

He went on to say that the activity of this
industrial and production factory has met

emphasized.

the demands of the country for producing
high-quality productsin the field of defense,
maritime,aviationand missileindustries.

Expertsand engineersin defenseindustry
of the country at Maritime Industries
Organization, affiliated to the Ministry of
Defense,succeededinsettingupalarge factory
which plays animportantrole in advancing
military-nonmilitary and economic-trade
objectives ofthe Islamic RepublicofIran, he

Reiterates His Country’s

Supportfor Palestine

Newly appointed Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh Nawaf Al
Ahmad Al Sabahreiterated his country’s support
for Palestinians and their fight for the liberation of
theiroccupiedland.

His remarks came during a recent meeting
with Palestinian Authority (PA) Prime Minister
Mohammad Shtayyeh, who visited Kuwait to offer
condolences onthe death ofthelate Emir Sheikh
Sabah AlAhmad Al]Jaber Al Sabah.

Sheikh Nawaf said that he would follow the

footsteps of his predecessor and offer solid

Rouhani warns against
unwanted compliance
with USinhumane
actions

Iran'sPresidentHassan Rouhanireferredtothe
effortsmade by the Iranian Foreign Ministry
andthe Central Bankwithregardstounfreezing
Iran'sassetsand urged those countries that
reluctantly followthe USsanctionsagainstIran
notto complicitto US'inhumaneacts.

Addressing the economic coordination

prices.

committee meeting on Tuesday, Rouhani said
the governmentisdetermined toimplement
regulatory programs to control marketand
prices to ensure people's swift access to
basicitems.He noted thatthe governmentis
determined tosupply goods with preferential

supportto Palestineandits people.

Meanwhile, Press TV reported that Sheikh Nawaf
spoke to the head of the Hamas Political Bureau,
Ismail Haniyeh, on Thursday and stressed
that Kuwait will notalter its policies toward
Palestinians and will remain committed to their
cause.Sheikh Sabah AlAhmad AlJaber Al Sabah
diedlastTuesdayinahospitalinthe US.

Trump Faces Backlashfor
Removing Maskon Returnto
White House

USPresidentDonald Trump faced afresh backlash on Tuesday
forremovinghismaskwhenhereturnedtothe White Houseand
urging Americansnottofearthe COVID-19disease thathaskilled
morethan 209,000 peopleinthe countryand puthiminhospital.
Trumparrived atthe White House on Monday in a made-for-
televisionspectacleinwhichhedescended fromhis Marine One
helicopter wearinga white surgical mask only toremoveitas
heposed, salutingand waving, onthe mansion’s South Portico.
“Don’tletitdominate you.Don’tbe afraid ofit,” Trump said in
avideoafterhisreturn from the Walter Reed Medical Center
military hospital outside Washington where he was treated for
thedisease caused by the coronavirus.

“I'mbetter;and maybe 'm immune-Idon’tknow,” he added,

flanked by American flagsand with the Washington Monument
inthebackground. “Getoutthere.Be careful”

Trump, who was treated by an army of doctors and received
experimental treatment, hasrepeatedly played downadisease
thathaskilled more than 1 million people worldwideandlefthis
own countrywiththe highestdeathtollintheworld.

The Republican president, running for re-election against
Democrat]oe Bideninthe Nov. 3 election, was admitted to
hospital on Fridayafterbeingdiagnosed with the disease.
Trump hasrepeatedly flouted social-distancing guidelines
meantto curbthevirus’spread and ignored his own medical
advisers. Healsomocked Biden atlast Tuesday’s presidential
debate for wearingamaskatevents,even when heis far from
others.

His decisiontoremove his maskafter climbing the staircase to
the White House South Portico -aperch thatputhimatsome
distancefromothers-andhisinsistence that Americansshould
notfearthediseasehorrified some physicians.
“Iwasaghastwhenhesaid COVID should notbe feared,” said

William
Schaffner, a professor of
preventive medicine and infectious diseases at Vanderbilt
University Medical Centerin Nashville.
“Thisisadiseasethatiskillingaround athousand peopleaday,
hastorpedoed the economy, put people outof work. Thisisa
virusthatshouldbebothrespectedand feared,”headded.



Turkey Says France’s Macron ‘Sowing Islamophobia’
Turkey accused French President Emmanuel Macron of “encouraging
I[slamophobia” with hisrecentremarks claiming that “Islamisin crisis”.

“The claim by President Macron that ‘Islamis in crisis’is a dangerous
and provocative statement, encouraging Islamophobia and anti-Muslim
demagoguery,” presidential spokesman Ibrahim Kalin wrote on Twitter on

Monday:.

“MakingIslam and Muslims ascapegoat for the failures of the French Republicisafarcry

20000 Rials

fromrational policy,”headded.

LastFriday, Macron announced a controversial plan againstso-called “Islamistseparatism” in

ednesday ,October 7 , 2020,
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the country.
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Iraq captures
involved elements of
US embassy attack

[raqi Foreign Minister
announced the arrest
of some elements who
cooperatedintherocket
attacks on diplomatic
bases in Baghdad's
Green Zone.Iraqi
Foreign Minister, Fouad
Hussein spoke aboutthe
recentrocketattackson
diplomatic missions in
the GreenZone, Baghdad
Todayreported.Criticizing
the continuation of the
attacks, he said these
attacks have made the
Americansthinkofclosing
theirembassyin Baghdad.
US officials have not yet
officially threatened Iraq
to close their embassy,
Fuad Hussein said and
added, however, the US
Secretary of State has
expressed concernabout
rocket attacks on the
Washington embassy in
Baghdadinaconversation
withthelragipresident.

Inaspeech, Macron claimed thatIslamisareligion thatis “experiencingacrisisacrossthe world”.

A

EURO
E.“Y' :’VQ

Iran will face foreign currency crisis if
exports donotdouble; Expert o

Poll: Biden Leads Growin
Pennsylvania, Wisconsin

US Democratic presidential nominee Joe Biden’s leads

in Pennsylvania and Wisconsin have grown since mid-

September, accordingto pollsreleased on Monday.

Biden holds a5 percentage pointleadin
Pennsylvaniaand a 6 percentage pointlead
in Wisconsin over President Trump less than
amonthbefore the election, according to
Reuters-Ipsospolls conducted inboth states,
TheHillreported.

The formervice presidentearned 50 percent
ofthe supportinboth Pennsylvania and
Wisconsin, while Trump received 45 percent
and 44 percent, respectively. Biden’sleads
inboth statesremain within the polls’ 5
percentage pointmargins of error.

In mid-September, 49 percent of
Pennsylvania respondents sided with
Biden, while 46 percent went with Trump.
In Wisconsin, 48 percent of respondents
said they would vote for the former vice
president, compared with 43 percent who

said they would vote for the president.
Biden’smid-Septemberleadsalso fell within
the polls’ 5 percentage point margins of
€error.

In both states, respondents consider
Bidentobe the better candidate to handle
the coronavirus pandemic, with a 10
percentage pointlead in Pennsylvaniaand a
9 percentage pointlead in Wisconsin.

But Trump continues to have the advantage
over Biden when it comes to the economy.
The presidenthasa5 percentage pointlead
in Pennsylvaniaanda 7 percentage point
lead in Wisconsin.

The Reuters-Ipsos polls surveyed 1,000
adultseachbetween Sept.29 and Oct. 5.
Thepollswerereleased as Trump returned
to the White House Monday on after
spending the weekend at Walter Reed
National Military Medical Center following
apositive COVID-19testlast week.

The opening day ofthe poll was the same day
asthefirstpresidential debate.

US

say that Trump’sadministration “has

fromthedealon8May, 2018.

26 Countries Urge Western Sanctions Lifting

to'Tackle Virus

Chinaand 25 other nations countries on Monday called for

the immediate lifting of sanctions by the United States and

other Western countries to ensure an effective response to the
COVID19- pandemic.

Speakingonbehalfofthe 26 countriesatameeting
of the UN General Assembly’s human rights
committee, China’'s UN Ambassador Zhang Jun
said “unilateral coercive measures” violate the UN
Charter; multilateralism,andimpedehumanrights
byhindering “the well-being ofthe populationin
theaffected countries”and underminingtheright
tohealth, APreported.

“Global solidarityandinternational cooperation
arethe most powerful weaponsin fightingand
overcoming COVID-19,” the joint statement
said. “We seize this opportunity to call for the
complete and immediate lifting of unilateral
coercive measures,in order to ensure the full,
effectiveand efficientresponse ofallmembers of
theinternational community to COVID-19."
Amongthe countriesthatbacked the statement
werehalfadozenthatfacesanctionsbythe United
States, European Union or other Westernnations

including Cuba, North Korea, Iran, Russia, Syria
and Venezuela.

The statementnotes thatboth UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterresand UN humanrights
chiefMichelle Bachelethave called for the waiving
ofsanctionsthatundermineacountry’s capacity
torespond tothe pandemic.

There wasnoimmediate response to an email
seeking comment from the US Mission to the
United Nations.

Germany’s UN Ambassador Christoph Heusgen
addressed thesanctionsissueataSecurity Council
meeting on Syriain May claiming EU sanctions
“donotaffectthedelivery ofhumanitarianaid or
medicalgoodstolimitthe effects of COVID-19".
The 26 countriesalso tookaimat “chronicand
deep-rootedracial discrimination, police brutality
andsocialinequality."

They cited the shooting by police of two Black
Americans, George Floyd who died atthehands
ofawhite police officerin Minneapolisin May,and
JacobBlake, shotbyawhite policeofficerin August
andleftparalyzed fromthe waistdown.

“The COVID-19 mortality rate of minorities,
in particular people of African descent, is
disproportionately highinsome countries,” their

“diplomatically
isolated”:John
Hopkins Prof.

The dean ofthe John Hopkins School
of Advanced International Studies
said thatgivenits defeatatthe United
Nations Security Council, the UShas
become “diplomaticallyisolated”.
“The path forward with Iran would
have to be sanctions relief,” said
Professor Vali Reza Nasrwhiletalking
tothe CNNnewsnetwork.

Nasr said that the Trump
administration has shown thathow
ineffectiveand “inexact” the sanctions
canbe.
CommentingoncertainUSprovocative
measures againstIran,he wentonto

gone out of its way to provoke Iran
intosomekind ofaction,” butIranhas
decidedthat“it’snottotheiradvantage
togotowar; because "theydonotwant
todoanythingthatwillhelp Trump.”
Inmid-August, Washington proposed
aresolution to the UNSC to extend
Iran’sarms embargo thatare tobe
terminated on October 18. The US
proposalmetabsolute failurebecause
theresolutions could gain only two
yesvotes-the USand the Dominican
Republic.

Lessthanaweeklater, the US started
toactivate the snapbackmechanism
torestoreall the UNSCsanctions on
Iran. The mechanism was designed
by and for the members of the Joint
Comprehensive PlanofAction (JCPOA)
and the UNSCR2231whichreiterates
this fact. The US officially withdrew

On August 20, the US gave ts official
demand tothe UNSCtoreviveall the
sanctions oftheinternationalbody on
Iran, which was almostunanimously
rejected by the member states.
Eventhe USbiggest Europeanallies,
i.e.the UK, Germanyand France, made
areactiontothe USrequesttoactivate
thesnapbackmechanisminlessthan
hour.Theysaidinajointstatement,
“The USceasedtobeaparticipanttothe
JCPoA followingtheirwithdrawal from
the deal on 8 May, 2018... We cannot
therefore supportthisactionwhichis
incompatible with our currentefforts
tosupportthe]CPoA."

However, despite all the oppositions
madebythe UNSC, the USgovernment
announced on July 20 that it had
unilaterally re-imposed all the
sanctions.

statementsaid.

Arab states’
normalization of ties
“artificial respiration”
forIsracl: MP

Member of Majlis Committee for
National Security and Foreign
Affairs Ahmad Avaee said thatthe
normalization ofrelations between
the Persian Gulf Arab states of
Bahrainand Emiratesislike "artificial
respiration" forthe Zionistregime.
Nothingnew has happenedinthe
regionbecause the samerelations
which used tobe coverthave now
becomeovert, AvaeetoldIRNAinan
exclusiveinterview on Tuesday.

Saying that these Arab states are
dependentonthe West, Avaee noted
thatmostofthese countriesareruled
by those whohavenotbeen chosen
throughelections.

He wenton to say thatrecently,in
an effortto tell Zionistlobbies that
he hasdone something for Israel,
the US President Donald Trump
haslatelybeentryingtonormalize
tiesbetween some Arab statesand
the forged regime of Isreal which
occupiesPalestine.

During Gamal Abdel Nasser’s term of
officein Egypt, he noted, many Arab
statesregardeditasadisgracetohave
relationswithIsrael, butthe enormity
ofthemovebrokeunder AnwarSadat.

TheUAEand Bahrain'snormalization
ofties with the Zionistregime may
have disappointed Muslims butin
thelongrunitwillnothelpthe Zionist
regime whatsoever,headded.
“Israelisfacingreversemigration,” he
said, “becauseithasnotbeenableto
provide security fortheimmigrants.”
Inthe past, the Zionistregime was
able to occupy the land of Arab
states whenever it wanted, but
now Hezbollahis single-handedly
confrontingthem,headded.

He also expressed regret that
human rights organizations have
keptsilentabouttheterrorismacts
regularly committed by the Zionist
regime.
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