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Foreign trade atabove
S30Sbin 6 months: IRICA

Thehead of IRICA announced thatIran’s trade
withits top trading partnersreached over $30
billion in the first six months of the current
Iranian calendaryear (March 21- September
21,2020)

Iran’strade turnover with China, Iraq, the UAE,
Afghanistan, and Turkey stood at $30.34 billion
inthelastyear’s six-month period, Mehdi
Mirashrafitold Tasnim on Friday.

The total volume of Iran’s exports to the five
countriesin the same period also stands at
$10.4 billion, Mirashrafisaid.

China accounted for over 27.3 percent of
Iran’s total exports, followed by Iraq, UAE,
Afghanistan, and Turkey with 21.9 percent,
14.2 percent, 8.1 percent, and 5.3 percent
respectively, the official said.

He added thatover 16 million tons of basic
goodsworth $16.7 billion had been cleared
through Iran’s customsin the past five months.
The top five sources ofimports during this
period were China with $4.295 billion, the UAE
with $3.961 billion, Turkey with $1.814 billion,
Indiawith $1.097 billion, and Germany with
$835 million worth ofimports.
Chinaaccounted for over 25.6 percentoflran’s
totalimports, followed by UAE, Turkey, India,
and Germany with 23 percent, 10.8 percent, 6.5
percent, and five percent, respectively.

Iran Energy Minister
Approves First Ever
Extraction of Ultra-Deep
Water

Iranian Energy Minister Reza Ardakanian
confirmed that water drilling from a
depth of 3,000 meters is underway in the
southeastern water-stressed province of
Sistan-Balouchestan.

The governmentdecided to seriouslyinvestin
ultradeep water drilling projects after carrying
outzoning studies and geophysical studies
for digging wells in potential areas backin
2010, Ardakaniantold Tasniminaninterview
published on Friday.

Headded thatthe governmentbegan working
onone projectinthe town of Zaboltoseeifthe
studies would show any positive results.

“We managed to extractsamples from adepth
0f2,191 meters. The water had a high content
of saltandits Electrical Conductivity (EC) was
25,000 MicroSiemens per centimeter. [t was
notdrinkable and alsonotsuitable for farming
purposes” the minister said.

Later,we decided to continue drilling to the
targetdepth of 3,000 meters and extracted
more samples, Ardakanian said.

Notingthat Tehran planstosendits firstsample
of water from ultradeep resources torelevant
international authorities with the help of
the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran, the
ministersaid, “Weneed to determine the age of
thewatertoseeifitiseither fossil water orhas
dynamicproperties”.

Perpetual droughthasbeenaccompanied bya
significant decline in rainfall thathasresulted
ina 6-billion-cubic-meterdrop inthe average
water level of reservoirs.

Iran uses 90% of its renewable water
resources, while the global average is 40%.
Officials say the amount of water drawn from
groundwater sources needs to drop from 55
billion cubic metersto 26.5 billion cubic meters
peryeartoavoidacrisis.
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Investors on Wall Streetcanadd anotherlayer

ofuncertaintytoamarketalreadyunnerved by

lastmonth’ssell-off, stalled fiscal stimulusand
PresidentDonald Trump's COVID19- diagnosis,
whichweighedonstocksonFriday.

- A higher
%f/w capital gains
tax that could

ISFAHAN accompanyawin
N E W 3 by Democratic
NEWS presidential

_IEEM  nominee Joe

Bidenisalsoemergingasa
potential counterweightto
thisyear’s powerful rally in
stocks.

Biden has proposed here
taxing capital gains and
dividends as ordinary
income, which would
increase the tax rate
from 20% to 39.6% for
individuals and couples
earning over $1 million, the
highesttaxbracket.

That policy - which would
likely be easier to enact if
Democrats also win the
Senate andretain control of
the House - may push some
investors to lock in gains
ahead of Decemberif Biden
emerges the winnerin the
Nov. 3 vote, fund managers
said.

Tax-motivated sellingwould
likely be most pronounced
in technology and other
momentum stocks and
could push the broad S&P
500indexlower between
Novemberand the end ofthe
year,said Eddie Perkin, chief
equity investmentofficer at
Eaton Vance.

“Ifyouhave enough people
lookingtoharvestgains, that
has animpact on the stocks
that have led the market,
and thebigtech stocks could
be where people choose to
sellatthe end of the year,”

hesaid.

On Friday, President
Trump’s COVID-19
diagnosis triggered a

sell-offin stocks and oil as
investors moved away from
risk assets. But many tech
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and momentum stocks are
sporting healthy gains for
the year despite a sell-off
that pushed the S&P 500
down 3.9% in September,
its first monthlyloss since
March.

Tesla Inc TSLA.O, for
instance, is up 436%
for the year through
Friday, while Zoom Video
Communications IncZM.0
isup 610%and Amazon.com
Incisup 74%. The S&P 500
indexasawholeisup 3.8%
overthesametime.

That kind of momentum
may be difficult to slow,
especiallyifitis aided by
seasonal trends. November
and December tend to be
among the best months for
stockperformance, boasting
an average gain of 1.34%
and 1.57%, respectively, for
the S&P 500, according to
research firm CFRA.
“Thethird quarterisusually
weak, but whenitisreally
strong, like itwasin 2020,
thissaystherallyisn't over
yet,” explained LPL Financial
Chief Market Strategist Ryan
Detrick.

Still, some believe a Biden
victory would provide a
strong incentive for profit-

taking.

SELLING ‘AHEAD OF
SCHEDULF’

Chris Cordaro, chief
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Iran’s
agricultural

exportsriseup

Iranian agricultural exports
haverisenupby 12.2% despite
the outbreak ofthe COVID-19,,
official with Iranian Customs
Administration
Saturday.The value of the
farming products exported in
thefirsthalfifthe [ranianyear
(startingon March 20) was
$2.57 billion, said Mehrdad
Jamal
head of Islamic Republic of
Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA).He said that 3.706
million tons of farming

&%L;v

A Biden victory could weigh on stock
market's winners

investment offlcer of

RegentAtlantic, believesa
broad Democratic victory
willlikelylead to more stock
market volatility assoonas
theresults of the election
areknownasinvestorsstart
sellingwinners.

He has been counseling
some clients to generate
more income this year
as opposed to in 2021,
by taking money out of
retirementaccounts, which
would add anotherlayer of
selling, he said.

“You're going to see people
selling things that they
would be sellinganyway, but
ahead of schedule,” he said.

Investors in the coming
weekwillbekeepingan eye
onminutes fromthe Federal
Reserve’s most recent
monetary policy meeting,
due out Wednesday, for
insight on how the central
bank views the nascent
recovery in the United
States.

Higher taxes do notalways
lead to increased selling.
Overall, the capital gains tax
rate could goas highas40%
before having widespread
effects on  investor
behavior and discouraging
investment, according
to a paper by Princeton
University  economics
professors Owen Zidar and

OleAgersnap

Personal income tax rates
are more likely to affect
the market’s winners this
year, Cordaro said, while
increased corporate taxes
would most likely lower
valuationsacross the stock
marketoverthe nextyear.
By 2024, however,
enactment of Biden's
proposed tax measures and
other policies would cutjust
4% off of estimated earnings
forthe S&P 500 compared
with baseline estimates,
accordingto Goldman Sachs.
Increasing corporate taxes
while the global economy is
stilltrying to recover from
the coronavirus pandemic
could denttherally in the
stock marketand cutinto
company plans to hire or
investin new projects by
eating into after-tax net
income, said

Hedge fund manager J.
Daniel Plants, whoruns Voce
Capital Management.
“History teaches us that
thisis the worst possible
moment to subject the
economy to the type of
massive tax increases
that Biden is proposing,
especially the changes
thatwould impede capital
formation and make
domesticjob creationless
attractive,” he said.

products were exported.Jamal

Orounaqiadded the weight

said on

Orounaqi, deputy

ofthe exported goods show
a24.4% increase compared
to the same periodlast year.
Pistachio, tomatoes, tomato
paste, pistachio nuts, apples,
potatoes,and peacheswere on
thetop ofthelistofthe export,
he said.Pistachio exporthas
been47,000 tons fetching 304
million dollars, indicating
143% growth in weightand
101% growth in value, he
said, adding thattomato paste
exporthasbeen 104,000 tons
(88 million dollars), which
show growth of 108% in
weightand 48%invalue.
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Iran exports
S1.1bn goods to
Afghanistan via
Dogharoonin
pastsixmonths
About$1.16 billion
worth of goods
were  exported
to  Afghanistan
through Dogharoon
Special Economic
Zone over the past
sixmonths (starting
on March 20),
IRNA reported on
Saturday:.

The value of the
exported goods
has risen up 33%
compared to the
same period last
year, the head of
Dogharoon Special
EconomicZone told
IRNA.
Mohammad
Rostami said that
the weight of the
exported goods
has been 719.439
million tons.
Rostami said that
34,981 trucks have
taken Afghanistan
exports to Iran,
which have been
worth $2.575
millionand weighed
2,992 million tons.
He added that
50% of  the
Iranian exports
to  Afghanistan
through Dogharoon
gotoHerat,whichis
the second biggest
market in the
country.

The 30-million-
person  market
of  Afghanistan
welcomes Iranian
goods, he said,
adding that
construction
materials, fresh
and dried fruits,
and food are
among the most
goods exported
Afghanistan and
construction stones,
oil seeds, and used
batteriesareamong
the most goods
exported to Iran by
Afghanistan.
Dogharoonborder
customs office
is 100 years old.
Rough Most of
the goods that go
through Dogharoon
to  Afghanistan
are the ones that
have originated
from Pakistan,
Persian Gulfstates
countries, and
sometimes India,
and other border
customs offices
of Iran, including
Bandar Abbas and
Bandar Lengeh.



supply basiccommodities amid the pandemic.

“While the economy of an advanced country like Germany
has faced problems because of the coronavirus outbreak,
our economy has better conditions thanks to the efforts by

the country’s economy has
beguntorecoverafterthe
shock of outbreak of the
coronavirus pandemic.

Iran’s Economy OQutdoing
Germanyunder COVID-19:
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Venezuelan
President
Thanks Russia
for Coronavirus
Vaccine Supply
Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro
thanked  Russian
President Vladimir
Putin and Russian
citizens for the
delivery of the first
batch ofthe Sputnik V
coronavirusvaccine
tothe Latin American
country.
"Sputnik Visalready
here! We are the first
countryinthe Western
Hemisphere tobegin
phase 3 ofthe clinical
trials of this vaccine
against COVID-19.
On behalf of the
Venezuelan people,
I thank President
Vladimir Putin and
the Russian people
fortheirsolidarity," he
wrote on Twitter on
Friday, TASSreported.
On Friday morning,
the firstbatch of the
SputnikV coronavirus
vaccine arrived in
Venezuela. About
2,000 Venezuelans
will participate in
clinical trials of the
vaccine, according
to the authorities.
The country's Vice
President, Delcy
Rodriguez, noted that
Venezuelaalso plans
tolaunch production
of the vaccine on its
territory.
OnAugust 11, Russia
became the first
country toregistera
coronavirusvaccine,
which was named
Sputnik V. Russian

Health Minister
Mikhail Murashko
said the vaccine

created by the N. F.
Gamaleya Federal
Research  Center
for Epidemiology
and Microbiology
had shown its
effectiveness and
safetyontheoutcomes
of clinicaltrials. [twas
created onaplatform
that had been used
forthe development
ofanumber of other
vaccines. On August
15,the Russian Health
Ministry announced
thelaunch ofvaccine
production.

In August, head of
the Russian Direct
Investment Fund
Kirill Dmitriev said
that Russia had
received arequestfor
the production and
supply of 1blndosesof
the SputnikVvaccine
from 20 states.

President

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said the country’s economy
has outperformed Germany after the outbreak of coronavirus
pandemic, predicting a positive economic growth by March

2021.

Speakingata Saturday session of the Coronavirus Fight
National Headquarters, Rouhani hailed his administration’s
performance in economy and production and the efforts to

production companies and economicsectors,” he added.

The presidentalso hoped thatIran would have economic
growthratesabove zero by the end of the currentIranianyear
(March 2021) with or withoutoil sales.
Rouhaninoted thatIran’s digital economy growth over the
pastsixmonthshasincreased by several times compared to
ayear before, saying that sector has played a significantrole
amid the coronavirus health restrictions.

Last month, the Governor of the Central Bank of Iran said

“The

with

said.

"We’re moving firrom subsonic to supersonic

missiles'

Navy Commander Rear Admiral Hossein

Khanzadisaid the Iranian Navy has made

tremendous efforts over the past years to

modernizeitsarsenal.

=

Do you think Israel’s
presenceintheregion
inherentlyhassecurity

N E W s dimensions and will

NEWS change the security
—m equations?
Yes,Ido.

Over the past few months,
we have seen a propaganda
campaign to highlight the
military aspects of the UAE-
Israel normalization deal,
particularly theissue of selling
F-35 fighter jets to the UAE.
Some analysts believe that
thenormalization dealisnot
benefitting the UAE, so they
highlighted its military aspect.
There are speculations that
the military equationsinthe
regionwould changeasaresult
of the normalization deal.
Butyouthink the deal would
haveintelligence and security
implications.
Yes. Infact, the normalization
dealwasreachedaccordingto
asecurityapproachinline with
the U.S. policy of “maximum
pressure” campaign against
Iran. They think that a
relationship between Israel
and the UAE would increase
the pressure on Iran. This
is while we have passed an
irreversible threshold in
terms ofacquiring economic,
technological, and defense
capabilities. We have reached
astagethatif,one day, we were
eagerlyafterbuyingequipment
suchasdestroyers from other
countriestoday we arenotin
need of thisequipmentatall.
Because we know thatbuying
defenseweaponsfromanother
country significantly makes
usdependentonthatcountry
inthelong-term. During the
Sacred Defense years [the
[ran-Iraqwar],weexperienced
dependence. Whentheydon’t
give us even a simple bolt
and when the weapons need

ISFAHAN

Iran's policies not tobe affected
by US elections: FM spo

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman says the US’ internal
affairs, including the presidential elections, have nothing
to dowith Tehran’s overall foreign policies.

“Although the results of the American presidential
elections are important for many countries and they have
numerous regional and international impacts, Iran is
one ofthe few independent countries thatare notunder
the influence of the people in the White House,” Saeed

Khatibzadeh told IRNA on Friday:.

Referring to the possibility of a change in the European
countries' approachin case of Trump's re-election, the
Iranian spokesman said anythingmayhappenbutthe point
isthatlIran's foreign policy is never affected by the people

who come and go in the White House.

repairing or maintenance,
they refuse to cooperate or
repair only after receiving
very huge sums of money,
thenwe consider the idea of
buying foreign weapons as
unfavorable. However,whenwe
usehome-grownweaponsand
native technology, everything
goes smoothly without any
delay. Today, whereverweneed
to do maintenance or repair,
we immediately dispatch our
talented young people todo
the job all over the country
without strange costs. For
example,ifourdestroyersneed
tobeupgraded, we send these
people.

The pointis that the military
aspectsofthe normalization
dealswillnotaffectus greatly.
Because they live in glass
houses. There is a proverb
that says “Those who live in
glasshouses should notthrow
stones”. This proverb means
that the Americans built
military bases in the vicinity
of our countryall of whichwe
seeastargetswhetherbeitthe
Americansor those who gave
thembases. Theyunderstand
thatany militaryactioninthe
region willwreak very heavy
damage onthem. Once, they
were far from our country but
nowtheyare closertous. The
Leader ofthelslamicRevolution
hasusedanicestatement. The
Leader said in war, the one
whohasalongsword will be

victorious because he can
thwartthe strike ofthe enemy
and wreak havoc. At some
point, they were in favor of
stayingaway. For example, the
Americansmoved theiraircraft
carrier outofthe Persian Gulf
and then attacked Iraq. This
was an effective strategy. But
thisstrategy doesn'tworkwith
Iran because whether they
stayaway or come closer, they
will be within our reach. The
faraway area for them maybe
their own country. Wherever
they stationintheregionand
theIndian Ocean, they willbe
within our reach. They will
notbeaway from us. Besides,
they established so expensive
capacitiesinourvicinity that
they will not be able to take
these capacitiesaway soon.
Maybe if they take their
equipment away quickly,
they will be able to protect
themselves.

Recently, itwasannounced that
Iranis makingan unmanned
submarine. Can you give
us information about this
submarine?

Submarines areavery broad
issue. Today, we have reached
thehighestlevel of submarine
technology. Unmanned
submarines are a little bit
complicated. But we are
stronglyinterestedinthistype
of submarines. In pastyears,
the commander-in-chiefhas
reiterated that we should

“Tehranis notfocusing on the US’ internal issues and
domesticproblems.”
X Commentingon the US’hawkish approaches toward Iran,
Khatibzadehsaid, the USwould have taken actions against
Iranalongtimeago, haditknownitselfcapable of doingso.
However, he stressed, the Islamic Republicwillnothesitate
torespond toany actofaggression.
“As fortheissue of legitimate defense, itis explicitly stated
inthe Charter of the United Nations as the natural right
of any country to defend itself against violation of its
sovereignty, territorial integrity and territorial interests so
Iran will never pause a second toreactto any aggression,"

Khatibzadeh said.

and failurein theregion.
The spokesman further outlined the efforts made against
theIranian nation and governmentby the US since the very

take the control of the region
with submarines. He exactly
pointed to the enemies’ weak
spots. Today,weremainfocused
onsubmarinesamongother
things. Wearenotwillingtogive
moredetails,butwehavealotof
surprises forthe enemiesand
globalarrogance.

We would like to discuss the
Navy’ssocial services. Doesthe
Navyengagein providingsocial
services? The Leader of the
Islamic Revolution hasissued
orderstomakethe Persian Gulf
islandsinhabitable. Does the
navy has any role in making
theseislandsinhabitable?
Over the pastyears, we have
created a division of labor.
Accordingly, the IRGC’snavyis
responsible for the Persian Gulf
region. Mostofourislandsare
located there. Therefore, the
efforts thatarebeing done by
ourdear colleaguesinthe IRGC
intheirarea ofresponsibility
areveryvaluable. They take
measures to increase the
stability in the Persian Gulf.
We [the Army’s Navy] are
mainly focused on eastern
territories. Over the past 10
years, we have builtanumber
ofbigbasesthere. Forexample,
thanks to the deployment of
the Navy in Jask, thousands
of employees moved to Jask,
whichlackedinfrastructuresin
the past, butthe Navy created
infrastructures suchasroads,
airports,andports.

Headdedthatthe greatmistakes made by the United States
haveled itsadministration to the point of defeat, expulsion

economic growth is
promisingincomparison
the
that have not faced any
sanctionsand theireconomies
have been struggling with the
coronavirus alone,” Abdonnaser

country’s

countries
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Irannottohesitate todefendits
borders: Amir-Abdollahian

Statingthatthe complete security of Iran'sborders
is one of the most important priorities of the
Establishment, Hossein Amir-Abdollahian called
foranimmediate end to the war in the Nagorno-
Karabakhregion.

Iranian Parliament Speaker's Special Aide for
International Affairs Hossein Amir-Abdollahian
stressed the sovereignty of Azerbaijan Republicover
theterritories of Nagorno-Karabakh, calling foran
immediateend tothewar.

"UN resolutions emphasize the sovereignty of
Azerbaijan Republicovertheterritories of Nagorno-
Karabakh,"he said,adding, "Respect for territorial
integrity,immediate cessation ofhostilities and
politicalnegotiationare thekeytactics."

"The continuation ofthe war and the presence of
Takfiriterroristsinthe Nagorno-Karabakhregionis
athreattopeaceandsecurity,"henoted.
"Maintaining complete security of Iran'sborders
isourimportantpriority and we won'thesitate to
defendthem," Amir-Abdollahianstressed.
Debate showed ‘anempirein
decline’:academic

An American professorbelieves the first debate
between Presidential candidates Donald Trump and
JoeBidenhasdemonstratedadecliningempire.
Thefirstdebate between Republicanand Democrat
candidates washeld on Wednesday but the wave of
reactions toitisstill hitting American politics. The
eventhasbeendescribedasa‘humiliation’and source
of‘nationalshame’by many Americanoutlets.

The debate was full ofinterruptions and insults from
bothsidestoapointwherethe organizershavedecided
tointroduce new regulations to avoid such chaotic
scenesinthetwoupcomingdebates.

“The debaterepresented an empire in decline with
twoleading candidates for the presidency displaying
rudeness, furyand discourtesy bordering on near
violence, thelatter beingakey trait of the empire,”
Gerald Horne, professor of African American Studies
atthe University of Houston, told Mehr News Agency
onSaturday.

Thereweresomekeymoments duringthe debatebut
onethatstood outwaswhen President Trumprefused
tocondemnwhite supremacy. He called on the white
supremacistgroup ‘Proud Boys’to “stand downand
stand by” which wasimmediately used by the group
asaslogan.

We asked Professor Horne how he assesses the
situationaroundracismwhenitcomesto Republicans
vs.Democrats.
“TheRepublicansareworseinsofarastheyareheavily
dependentuponastridently racistfringe to prevail
inelections. However,aportion ofthe Dembasealso
insists onracism too, which should notbe discounted
and helpsexplain Biden's senatorial record where he
pioneered injailing Blacks, his major constituency,”
replied the academic who has written several books
onthehistoryof African-Americans.

day
theIslamicrevolution

gained victory in Iran and said miscalculations

and misinterpretations could be of dangerous outcomes

sowe have already warned Americans that following such
attitudesaboutIran will make a quagmire for them.




Monthsin UK

beginning0f2021, the newspaper said.

COVIDI9-Vaccine Roll-QOut Expectedin Less than 3

Amassroll-outofa COVID-19vaccine in Britain could be finished in aslittleas three
months, the Timesreported, citing governmentscientists.
Scientists working on the Oxford vaccine hope regulators approve it before the

Afull COVID-19 immunization programme, which would exclude children, could be

quickerthan experts predicted, the Times said, adding thathealth officials estimate thateveryadult
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elections: FM Spox tonsofcommoditiesworth
$998 million during the
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ApprovesFirstEver
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DeepWater

firsthalfofthe currentfiscal
year (March 20-September
21).According to Tohid
Azarbod, the supervisor
of West Azarbaijan
Customs, the figures
indicatean 18%and 11%
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and value respectively,
in comparison with the
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corresponding period

Noon call to prayer: of last year.The exports
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andagricultural products
suchaswatermelon,apple,
and fruit concentrate.
He added that a total of
151,868 tons of goods
worth $246 million were
importedinto the country
viathe province, showing
adropof47%and36%in
terms of weightand value
respectivelyyearonyear.

couldreceive adose ofthe vaccine within sixmonths, Reutersreported.
The European Medicines Agency (EMA) said on Thursdayithas started reviewing dataon AstraZeneca
and Oxford University's potential COVID-19 vaccine, inreal time, the first of suchmoves aimed at speeding

Foreign trade atabove 30Sbin 6
months: IRICA

New White House winner may engage
with Iran: Pakistani editor

Editor of Pakistan’s oldest English newspaper 'Dawn' says

ifthereisachangein US administration and Democrats

ends winning the White House there are bright chances that

they will revisit Trump’s decision and return back to Joint

Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).

In an exclusive interview with IRNA in
Islamabad on Saturday, Fahd Husain, who has
30yearsofexperienceinjournalismand media
management, said thateverythingdependson
change ofleadershipinthe USasfaraslranis
concerned.

“Obviously it was Trump’s decision to walk
outofthe]JCPOA despitelot of oppositionnot
only domestically from democrats butalso
from Europeanalliesbuthe did it,so from what
[canseeifthereisachangeand democrats
endswinningthe White House there are bright
chancesthattheywill revisit Trump’s decision,
comebacktothetable,’ noted Hussein.

The English-language Dawn newspaper is
Pakistan'soldestnewspaperwhichwasfounded
by Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad AliJinnahin Delhi,
India,on26 October1941.

**Washington's chancetonegotiate with Tehran
Fahd Husain expressinghisviewssaidasfaras
theJCPOAis concerned, Pakistan has always
beeninsupportofthe pact,itwasanuclearpact
whichwasnegotiated withalotof detailandit
hadallthekeystakeholdersinvolvedinitsoitwas
averypromisingand welcome step.
“Everybodyincluding Pakistan waslooking
forwardtoalotofpromisingresults from that,
unfortunately US President Donald Trump
pulled outofitbutthe encouraging thingis
thatthe European countriesarestillvery much
holdingontothepact,” hesaid.

He said Pakistan hasalso said very clearly and
Ipersonallyalsobelieve thatitisapactthatcan
only have win winresults notonly for Iran but
forthekeystakeholdersaswellasthisregion,so
Pakistanhasalsostakeinthat.

“lunderstand why the government of Pakistan
hasgood things to sayaboutthe pact, [ believe

and hope if there is a change in American
leadership perhapsthe Americans can come
backtothetable,’noted the editor.

He added the pactis there, the Russiansand
Chinese have played very importantrole in
that, ifthereis changeintheleadershipindeed
in Americaperhapsthey can comebackonthe
negotiatingtable and have the pactcome back
into the operation whichwould be for the good
ofeverybody.

The senior Pakistanijournalistadded that
Trump'svictorywould mean the continuation
ofhistough policiestoward Iran,and we believe
that Trump will cause more problemsbetween
[ranandthe United States.
**EuropewelcomesinteractionwithIran

Fahd Husain said if US returns back to
negotiation table, [ think the Europeans are
going to welcome that and with the deep
engagementtherelationshipbetween USand
Iran can definitely improve butif Trump wins
there-election then unfortunatelyIdon’t see
anyhappeningand therelationshipwillbecome
evenmore challenging.
“Trumphasmadehisharshpoliciesonlraninhis
electionkeypointsandifhewinsthere-election
[thinkthere willbe greater problems between
[ranandthe US, hesaid.
**USsanctionsawrongpolicy

Fahd Husainsaid the USunilateral sanctionson
Iranarenotagoodstep,Ithink Pakistanhasbeen
very clearand whenImyselfasajournalistlook
atthissituationarisingoutofthose I thinkthe
sole principle ofone country decidingtoimpose
sanctions onanother country, the principleis
wrong, itshouldn’tbelike that.
“SoasaprinciplelthinkitiswrongandIbelieve
thatlotofgovernmentsincluding Pakistan have
opposedthosesanctions,” hesaid.
Headdedifsanctionsarelifted from Iranitwill
risetoits full potential, which willnotonly bring
benefits for Iran but for Pakistan also, a key
stakeholderinIran’s prosperity.
Hewentontosaywiththe presence of Chinaand
Russiaisagreaterand continuingpressuretore-
engagewithIranandincomingmonthsoryears
thesesanctionswouldbelifted atsome point.

Europeans have to deal with U.Sif
Trumpre-elected; Expert

The United States has threatened to punish any nation that uses

dollars or dollar transfers toaid Iran," an American scholar
whose specialtyisthe Middle East told ILNA.

Q: Can US diplomacy head off conflict
betweenthe USandIran?

A: There are many things that canlead to
war, butnotthese futile "Snapbackactions"
onthepartofthe United States. These have
been completely rejected by every other
nation,and the UN hasruled thatthe United
States cannotmake themincumbentonother
nations, because Trump withdrew the United
States from the JCPOA. So the United State
has failed in trying to enact these actions.
Additionally, the United States had already
sanctioned everything possibleinIran, so
there wasnoroom for Trump to domore.

Q: Europehasnotfulfilled its obligations of
JCPOA.Why did thishappen?

A: The Europeans would like to fulfill their
obligations, butthey are hamstrungby the
United States because of the dominance of
the U.S.Dollarininternational trade. The
United States has threatened to punishany
nation thatusesdollars ordollar transfers
toaid Iran. The Europeans tried to create
another financial transfer system to bypass
the U.S.restrictions,and itwasimplemented,
butitwassominuscule thatithad no effect.
Russiaand Chinaarealso trying to develop
alternative transfer systems that would
bypassthedollar.

Q: EU Chiefreaffirms commitmentto keep
JCPOA alive. Will the EU Keep the JCPOA
Alive?

A:lItisstill alive,and if Biden is elected, it
will be available to be renewed. Everyone
iswaiting for the U.S. presidential elections
before taking definitive action. The United
States has done all it can, and has been
rebuffed by the International Community.

Q: Somebelieve thatwith Trump's victory, we
will see Europe turn to the United Statesand
destroy JCPOA. Whatis your opinion?

A:If Trump wins, this mighthappen, butonly

because four more years ofintransigence on
theJCPOAwillrenderiteffectivelyineffective.
If Trump wins, Europeans will have to find
some way to deal with him. Right now the
JCPOAisinstasis,and it could stay that way,
butitwouldberendered useless.

What people continually forgetis thatIran
and all othernations (exceptIsrael, Pakistan,
India, North Koreaand South Sudan) are
bound by the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) whichisareal treaty, notjust
an"agreement" like the JCPOA.Iranisin full
compliance withthe NPT, and so Iran cannot
proceed to any kind of nuclear weapons
development withoutwithdrawing from the
NPT. Thishasbeentalked aboutinIran, butl
don'tseeithappening.

Foreign Minister Zarifhasjustlaid outaset
of conditions forIrantoreturnto discussions
withthe U.S. over the JCPOA. If Biden wins
he will have a similar set, and discussions
could begin again. If Trump wins, nothing
willhappen.

Q: Is Donald Trump going to win the US
election?

A: At present he is losing. The question
remains whether he would leave office ifhe
lost, or would try to retain power through
some kind of coup. We are worried about
thisinthe United States. Our strange election
system makes it possible for Trump to win
theelection evenifhe wins the popularvote.
So the calculus of voting is very complex,
usually comingdown to the voteinavery few
selected states where the vote will be close.
Those are the states to watch.
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