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Pars-1remote-sensing satellite
passesfinaltests: ICT'min.

[ranian ICT ministerannounced thatthefinaltestsofthe
advancedremote-sensingsatellitehave been completed
atthelranianSpaceResearch Centerand willbedelivered
tothelranian Space Agencynextweek.

[ranian Minister of Communicationsand Information

&%w

Technology (ICT) Mohammad Javad Azari Jahromi
made the announcementon Monday at the opening
ceremony ofthe exhibition of "Localization ofadvanced
equipmentofthe National Information Network" which
washeldinthe Research Institute for Informationand
Communication Technology.

"Pars-1"satelliteisthe mostadvanced remote-sensing
satellite ever builtin the country, he said, adding that
the finaltests of the satellite have been completed atthe
[ranianSpace Research Centerandwillbedelivered tothe
[ranian Space Agencynextweek.

He noted thatafter this project, the researchers of
[ranian Space Research Center willwork on “Nahid-2"
telecommunicationssatellite project.

TheIranian Space Agency hasplanstolaunchanumber
of satellitesincludingPars-1, Pars-2, Zafar-2 and Nahid-2.
Theywillorbit500kilometersabovetheearth.

8.6mn tons ofoil products sold at
IRNEXin 6 months

Managing Director of Iran Energy Exchange (IRENEX)
AliHosseiniannounced on Sunday thatin the pastsix
months, 8.6 million tons of oil products have been sold
atthemarket.

Since the beginning of the currentyear (March 20,
2020),8.6 milliontons of oil productshave beensold at
the IRENEX, of which 7.6 million tonshave been sold for
exportsand only onemillion tons have been consumed
domestically, Hosseinisaid.

Thefigures showagrowth compared to the preceding
year;headded.

Since the USwithdrawal from Iran’snuclear pactin May
2018,vowingtodrivelran'soil exportsdowntozero, the
Islamic Republichasbeen taking various measures to
counter USactionsand tolessenitseconomy’sreliance
onoil.

The countryalso sought new strategies to help its oil
exportsafloat,oneofwhichisdiversifyingthe mechanism
of oil sales, like offering oil and oil products at the
country’sstockmarket.

Inthe pastfewyears, Iranian think-tanks and energy
expertshavebeenrepeatedly stating that the country
shouldincreaseitsrefining capacityinordertolessenthe
economy'sreliance on crudesales.

Inthisregard, one ofthe mainstrategies ofthe National
Iranian Oil Companyinrecentyearshasbeenfocusingon
the country’srefineriesand offeringvarious oil products
atIRENEXinordertoincreasetheexports.

Iraq Forms Delegationto
Negotiate Water Share with Iran,
Turkey

ThelraqiForeign Relations Committee in Parliament
formedaspecial delegation headed by the Minister of
Water Resources, MahdiRashid Al-Hamdani, toresolve
thewater filewithIranand Turkey.

The committee’srapporteur, MP Igbal Abdul Hussein,
said the Ministry of Foreign Affairshad beeninformed
ofthe formation ofthe delegation under the direction
of Prime Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhimi, the Iragi News
Agency (INA) reported.“The negotiations delegation
willseektohaveserioussolutionstoreleasingtheshared
water, and not establishing more dams, which have
turnedanumberofregionsinlraqintodeserts,aswellas
cutoffalotofwaterfromagriculturalareas,’ sheadded.
The committee stressed on the importance that the
negotiatingteam succeedsinresolving the water crisis
andusingeconomicrelations “asameanstopressurelran
and Turkey” toresolve the waterfile.

PublicRelations: 031-32274754

Combining theory and practice, amust for indigenizing

oil equipment

Strengthening domestic productionand

indigenizingtheknowledgeandtechnology

for production of the products and

equipmentthatIranimports fromother

countries has become one of the major

programs thatthe countryis pursuingin

recentyears.

BY: Ebrahim
Fallahi

To materialize
this objective,

N E w s knowledge-

NEWS b a s e d
SN on panies
have played a noticeable
part, especially in
indigenizingthe products
and equipment used in
the oil industry, which
is the major sector in
the country’s national
economy.
Cooperatingwith capable
domestic knowledge-
based companies and
startupsisone ofthe very
fruitful steps thatthe oil
ministry has taken in its
effortstoreach complete
independence from the
foreign resources for
meeting its equipment
needs.
Inthisregard, the Tehran
Times had an interview
with the Secretariat
of Iranian Petroleum
Industries Equipment
Manufacturers
Association (IOIEMA)
Mojtaba Eslami to
discussthe Oil Ministry’s
programs and the
challengesin the way of
realizing these programs,
in detail. What follows is
agistofthe conversation.
Theoretical measures
Asked about the Oil
Ministry’s programs and
strategies for supporting
knowledge-based
companies and startups
that are working on
indigenization projects,
Eslami noted that the
ministry has taken
several positive steps so
far, however, most of this
steps can be categorized

a@’/jg}t

i

astheoretical measures
andthereisstillalongway
tothe fullimplementation
ofthemin practice.
“Promising decrees
and regulations have
been defined in this
regard and all three
major subsidiaries of
the Oil Ministry (NIOC,
NIGC, and NPC) have
been ordered to follow
up ontheseregulations
for supporting the
indigenization program
in their areas of work,
however, theoretical steps
arejustoneaspectofthe
equation, we cannotjust
define someregulations
andrefer some decrees
and expect them to
become materialized,” he
explained.

So the Oil Ministry needs
to take its efforts one
step further to ensure
the realization of the
mentioned plans in
practice, Eslamisaid.
Practical solutions
Explaining the measures
thatthe Oilministry orthe
government, in general,
must take for ensuring
the practicality of their
decisions and programs,
Eslamisaid: “well, after
settingthebasics, it'stime
totakeaction, forinstance,
holding exhibitions
(both online or physical)
for introducing the
industry’sneeds, creating

a system for the major
companiesto submittheir
required technologies or
equipment,and financing
knowledge-based
companies,are somevery
beneficial measures that
canbetakenforastarter”
According to Eslami, the
first and foremost step
inrealizing the goals of
domestic production
in the oil industry is
the identification of
the equipment, parts,
and machinery that
the industry needs and
presenting them to
the knowledge-based
companies so that they
would know which areas
toworkon.

The second step would
be reassuring the
companiesaboutthelong-
term purchase of their
products, he said.
“Itisnotenoughtobuya
prototypeand thenleave
them on their own, they
need to be sure that the
investment that they
are making and the time
and resources that they
spent for indigenizing
the knowledge and then
manufacturinga product
willbe worth theirwhile.”
Most of the knowledge-
based companies
and startups are not
financially strong and
their main assetis their
knowledge and expertise,

sothe governmentshould
take supporting such
companiesinto serious
consideration ifit wants
to ensure the realization
of the goals of its
indigenization programs.
According to Eslami,
there are currently about
4,000 knowledge-based
companiesactiveinlIran,
300 of which are working
inthe oiland gasindustry
areas.

“Only 170 of the
mentioned 300
companies are

especially active in the
manufacturing of oil
industry  equipment
and all of them are
the members of our
association,” he noted.
“These companies have a
huge potentialand can go
beyond the expectations
if given the opportunity
and resources,” Eslami
stressed.
Instead of
theoretical models
and repeated rules
and statements, we
should focus more on
implementation and
operationalization, he
concluded.

“Preparing the basis
for bringing supply and
demand, aswell astheory
and practice together
is the first and most
important step in this
regard.”

defining
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What's News

Chinese
official calls
Irankey
economic

partnerin
WestAsia

Hailing Iran’s excellent
cooperation with China
inthe economicfields,
aChinese official in the
DepartmentofIndustry
and Information
TechnologycalledIranas
animportanteconomic
and trade partner for
ChinainWestAsia.
Speaking at  the
signing ceremony of
the Memorandum of
Understandingbetween
Iran and China over
expandingindustrialand
commercial cooperation
between Iran Small
Industriesand Industrial
Parks  Organization
(ISIPO) and China's
International Smalland
Medium Enterprises Fair,
Mohsen Salehinia, Iran’s
Deputy Industry, Mining,
and Trade Minister
added, “Sofar,morethan
50 Iranian companies
have participated in
this exhibition and
offered their products
to the Chinese market
thattheresult of which
was signing some
successful cooperation
agreements.”’

“At present, we are
trying to improve the
cooperation of the
[ranian companies with
the Chinese side in the
frameworkofconcluding
this memorandum of
Understanding”, the
CEO of the Iran Small
Industriesand Industrial
Parks  Organization
added.

Wu Hong, the Chinese
Deputy Director-General
of the Department of
Industryand Information
Technology of
GuangdongProvince, for
hispartthankedISIPOfor
itscooperationinrecent
years,consideringlranas

NO 581 m Solution: NO 580 animportanteconomic
-m and trade partner for
. . Chinain WestAsiadueto
9 6 Domestic Raw Materials Meet %100 of itsexcellentcooperation
Construction Demand with his country in the
economic and trade
Iran's steel, cement and tileand ceramicindustries fields.

tileand ceramicindustries
produce more than twice
the country’s domestic

even produce more
than twice the country’s
domesticdemand. Of the

Consideringthesigning
ofthelran-ChinaMoUas
asymbol ofjointefforts

demand. $10 billion worth of the inorderto develop the
Iran’s building and mining sector’s exports two countries'long-term
construction industry inthelast[Iranian]year cooperation, Wu Hong
meets 100% of its [March2019-20], exports stressed that through

requirements for raw ofconstruction materials
materials from the accounted for $7 billion.
local market, says Jafar Iran is one of the major
Sargeini, the caretaker of steel exporters in the
the Ministry of Industries, regionandoneofthe main
Miningand Trade. cementexportersin the

“Iran's steel, cementand world.”

inking the mentioned
MoU, anew chapter in
international events,as
wellasjointventures of
thetwo countries, willbe
opened.
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MP:

Settingup ‘Club
of Sanctioned’
tohelpboost
economy
Chairman of
Parliament's
Economic
Commission said
that the launch of
‘Club of Sanctioned’
will help enhance
economy of the

country along with
other sanctioned
countries.

Speaking in an
interview with
Mehr News
Agency on Monday,

Mohammadreza
Pour-Ebrahimi
reiterated that
settingup the special
commission of ‘Club
of Sanctioned’ in
the Parliament will
assistthe exchange
of cooperation
between sanctioned
countries, especially
inthe economicfield.

“Launch of this
Special Commission
can help set up a
structure in the

world, so that
countries, that
have been put
under sanctions,
can establish
cooperation and
interaction with one
another”

Launch ofaspecial
commission of Club
of Sanctioned is
definitely effective,
he said, adding,
“There are ways
in the world where
countries can easily
share some of their
capabilities and
potentials with
each other under
the agreement
they conclude and
formation of the
commission is in
this direction,” he
emphasized.
Elsewhere in
his remarks,
the chairman of
ParliamentEconomic
Commission
stated, “Sharing
the capacities of
countries that have
been sanctioned
can help boost their
economies and we
can certainly make
economicprogressin
thisregard.”

The formation
of a Special
Commission of the
Club of Sanctioned
is great capacity and
sanctioned countries
can exchange
cooperation and
interactionwith each
other,headded.

=

1,044 centrifuges
enriching at Fordow:
AEOI chief

The head of the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran
(AEOI) Ali-Akbar Slahehireferred to Iran’s commitments
under the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)
and implementation of policies of reduction of JCPOA
commitments, sayingbased on the fourth step ofreduction
JCPOA commitments a sum of 1,044 centrifuges are
engagingin enrichmentprocessin Fordownuclear site.

Inareaction tostatements by somelawmakers thatIranhas
notimplemented the reduction of itsJCPOA commitments
in Fordow nuclear site, Salehinoted, “The policies of the
fourth step of reduction JCPOA commitments have been
fullyimplemented and we have activated a Fordow wing”.
“Based onthe policies ofreduction ofJCPOA commitments,
asum of 1,044 centrifuges are engaging in enrichment
processin Fordow and we as executor of these policies were
completely fulfilling our duties,” he added.

“Wehad made commitmentsin the JCPOA thatthese 1,044
centrifuge devices would not operate, butaccording to
reducing the JCPOA commitments we do the enrichment
asneeded and we will also pile up the enriched material,”

"Transition period; new chapter opensin

international relations

Donald Trump’s first tenure in office is

nearingits end while the extremistand

unilateral decisions of the US president

has created major changes in world
diplomacy opening a new chapter in

international relations.

=

Since he took office
in 2016, Trump’s
policies have made
different countries

N E w s to change their

NEWS approach towards

il - L the United States.
Thewidespread opposition
of countries, including US
allies, to Trump's policies
hasbeenunprecedented.
Itisnotgood news forthe US
officialsthattheiralliesare
nolongerreadyto followthe
USlead.
Therecentdevelopments
areindicative ofatransition
period which can lead
the world to peace and
tranquility away from
warmongering and tense
policiesofthe US.
World countries’ distancing

ISFAHAN

from US policies paves the
way for therise ofanew era
inwhich Washington’srole
willbe much less significant
while the other counties will
move towards constructive
cooperationtothebenefitof the US president have
theirnationalinterests.

Refusal of the US allies to
obey Washington’s policies
carries different messages,

Salehistressed.

“Weare engaged inapolitical
challenge with the global
arrogance and it is the
reality. The Islamic Republic
of Iran has been engaged
in this challenge since the
victory of the 1979 Islamic
Revolution and the challenge
gradually turned into anuclear
issue, but we managed to eventually

isolate the USin this challenge and thisis a very valuable
achievementforthe Islamic RepublicofIran,” he added.

NEWS

UAE, Bahrain traitors must wait for

which is the need for a unilateralism.
reforminthe structure of
international bodies such
asthe UN Security Council.

The policies followed by

also carried

now made the world
countries aware of the
significance and necessity

of multilateralism in the nations.

the most important of world vis-a-vis the US

Failure of the US policies
another
message: Although it may
seem difficult at the first
look, itis possible to stand
up to US heavy pressures
which will strengthen
the independence of the

Resistance'srevenge
Addressingtraitorousrulersof UAEand Bahrain, the Head of
Ideological-Political Organization ofthe Ministry of Defense
warnedall compromiserstowaitforthe angerandrevenge
ofthelslamicUmmahandthe Resistance Axis.
Reactingtotherecentnormalization oftiesbetweenBahrain
and the Zionistregime, Hojatoleslam Seyyed Ziaeddin
Aghajanpour criticized theacts of therulers of UAE and
Bahraininamessage on Sunday:“We strongly condemn the
shamefulactofthetraitorousleadersofthe UAEand Bahrain
inestablishingdiplomaticrelationswiththe Zionistregime”,
he wrote in this message, stressing thatthese leaders
betrayed the Islamic Ummah and the Palestinian cause
through taking refuge to the enemy.The rulers ofthe UAE
and Bahrainsacrificed the dignityandindependence oftheir
nation forsake oftheirowninterests,he maintained. Hewent
ontostate thatundoubtedly, this shameful actwill remain
foreverinthehistoricalmemory ofthe oppressednation of
Palestine andall freedom-seekers ofthe world. The Head of
Ideological-Political Organization ofthe Ministry of Defense
alsoasserted, “Wewarnallthe compromisersandtraitorsto
waitfortheangerandrevenge oftheIslamicUmmahandthe
Resistance Axisgroups.”

Irantoincrease capability of
homegrownmissiles: Defense
Minister

[ran’s Defense Minister, Brigadier General Amir Hatami
announced thatthe countryseekstoincreaseits missile
capability.General Hatami made the remarks while
elaboratingonthelatestachievementsaswellasprioritiesof
[ran’sdefenseindustry‘Missile capabilityand preparedness

states’ normalizing relations with Tel Aviv.

Eventually, after twoyears of secrettalksand

hasalwaysbeenamongtheimportantpriorities of Iran

Trump making every
efforttomislead US
voters

US President Donald Trump is cheating
bothinside and outside the US to win the
elections. Heistryingto give his opponent
Joe Biden a mighty blow with two projects:
peace in Afghanistan and Arab states’
normalizingrelations with Israelioccupying
regime.

He has played the card of transfer of
embassies of some countrieslike Poland and
Kosovo to Jerusalem, which has cornered
Biden.

Heknew this move will perplex the countries
oftheregion, especially Palestinians.

The news shookthe US public opinion like
abomb and had its effect on the elections
in the first few hours. The second bomb
exploded when Bahrainrevealed itsdecision
tonormalize ties with Israeli occupying
regime.

Most probably, in the coming week, one
more Arab state willannounce thatitisto
normalize relations with Israel. [t doesn’t
make any difference which one; the
importantthingisthatthe flamebeburning
until the night of the elections. Saudi Arabia
will most probably be the lastring of the
chain.

Thisisan electoral trickery on the part of
Trump because Arab states of the Persian
Gulfhad clandestinely good cooperation
with Israel since 40 yearsago, when Egypt
andJordan publicized their relations with
Tel Aviv.

To fool the American voters, Trump is
playingacard thathasbeenplayedlongago.
Trumpis alsousing the issue of peace in
Afghanistanagainstthe Democratswhoare

give-and-take with the Taliban, Washington
succeeded tositatone table with themin
Doha. The meeting was, however, expected
by many to end in failure due to rooted
reasons.

Even if the talks culminates with an
agreement, thereisno guarantee thattheit
will stay forlong.

So, the game Trump is playingis morea
deceittoshepherdthe US public opinion
to Republican ballotboxes than something
real.

Even in the domestic issues, Trump is
cheating. He could have simply solved the
issue of George Floyd’s murder by the US
police through dealing with itnormally and
orderingthe murderertobearrested. Buthe
preferred to fanthe flames of people’srage to
threatenthe middle class Americans.
Trump imagines no moral barriers for
himselfin order to win the elections. He is
even using the fatal coronavirus to stay in
the White House.

Hehaskilled 200,000 Americansand made
the huge economy ofthe US fall,and now is
trying to engineer the public opiniontowin

and the Defense Ministry,and we have always focused on
the strengtheningand development ofthis domain,” said
the defense chief.“We have achieved considerable and
extraordinary progressin terms of missile capability in
recentyears,” headded.The top general underlined that
significant developments have taken place in the missile
domainintermsofboth quality and quantity,accordingto
[FP.Headded therange of some missiles willbeincreased
three-fold compared to their previous generation.“This
capabilityisveryimportanttous,”he noted.

Mohsen Rezaei:
Trumpabusing Arabnationsto
gainfakepoliticachievements

The Secretary ofthe Expediency Council said that Trump
isresorting to a fake foreign policy achievement via
putting some weak Arab countries under the pressure
of compromising with the Zionistregime.Slamming the
recentnormalization of ties between Bahrain and the
Zionistregime, Mohsen Rezaei wrote in social media,
“Failure in combatagainstthe coronavirus pandemic,
anti-racistprotestsinthe United Statesand recession ofthe
USeconomyhave made Trumpleftbehind his Democratic
rival."Rezaeiadded thatin order to make up his failures
inthe USadministration, Trump nowis adopting a fake
foreign policy achievementvia putting pressure on weak

The other card Trump has played is Arab

trying draghim out of White House.

theelections.

Arab countriesin West Asiato compromise with the Zionist
regime.

Iran Refutes Allegation of
Attemptto Assassinate US
Envoyto S. Africa

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesperson dismissed the allegation
raised by an American magazine that Tehran is weighing an
assassination attemptagainstthe USambassador to South Africa
inrevenge for the assassination of top Iranian commander Lt.
General Qassem Soleimani.

In astatement on Monday, the Foreign Ministry spokesman
dismissed the anti-Iranaccusationleveledina“custom-ordered,
biased and purposeful” reportpublished in an American media
outlet,which he said hasreferred to remarks froma purportedly
US governmentofficialinanattemptto makeitlookreal.
“Weadvise the American officials to stop resorting to hackneyed
and worn-out methods for anti-Iran propaganda in the
international arena,” Saeed Khatibzadeh added.
“Asaresponsible member of the international community, the

Islamic Republic of Iran has proved its constant commitment to
theinternational diplomatic principles and norms. Conversely,
this is the United States and the incumbent regime at the
White House that hasignored the basic diplomatic principles
and has become arogue regime in the international arena,
particularlyinrecentyears, with numerous measures outofline
with internationally-accepted methods and norms, including
mastermindingand implementing tens of plots for assassination
and military and intelligence interference, withdrawal from
many international agreements, violating the territorial integrity
ofnations, and the cowardly assassination of General Qassem
Soleimani, the honorable commander of the fight against
terrorism,” the spokesman said.

Khatibzadeh denounced the baseless allegations, such as the
recentanti-Iranianreportin the USmedia, as partofthe “Trump
administration’s counter-intelligence campaign against Iran”,
adding, “Itwas predictable that the United States regime would
resorttoanti-Iranianaccusationsand falsificationahead ofthe US
presidential election, coupled with that (US) regime’s pressures

abuse the United

Nations Security Council’s mechanisms with the
purpose of intensifying pressure on the people of Iran.
“However, such measures and news fabrication that would
possibly continue in future willundoubtedly getnowhere and
willadd to thelonglistof Washington’s continuous defeatsin the
face of the Islamic RepublicofIran.



Iran FM advisor: There is no military
solution to Afghan crisis

Iran Foreign Ministry’s Director-General for West Asia Rasoul
Mousavisaid on Monday thatthere is no military solution to Afghan
crisis."Yes, there is no military solution to the Afghan crisis, butit must

be acknowledged thatthe political solutionis notto pursue the same goals
pursued militarily," Mousavi wrote in his Twitteraccounton Monday. "The political

20000 Rials

solutionis forgiveness and consensus in the National Interests," he added.The firstround

ofintra-Afghannegotiations (IAN) started in Doha, Qatar, on Saturday in the presence of US
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Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, Qatari officials and representatives of about 30 countries
and international organizations.

1,044 centrifuges enriching at
Fordow: AEOI chief 5

Tehran offers suggestions to accelerate trade

with Ankara

Tehran Offers Suggestions to Accelerate Trade With

Ankaralranisreadytoincrease trade exchanges with Turkey,

the head of Iran Customs Administration said, referring to

carryingoutthe pilotplan of electronic exchanging customs

information

Iranisreadytoincrease trade exchanges with
Turkey, thehead of Iran Customs Administration
said, referringto carrying out the pilot plan of
electronic exchanging customs information,
followingup the possibility ofelectronicinquiry of
the certificate of origin from the relevant Turkish
authoritiesdoingjoint projectsand increasing
trucks’ transit.Speaking with Turkey’s Deputy
Minister of Customsand Trade Riza Tuna Turagay
viaajointvideo conference, Mahdi Mir Ashrafi
expressedreadiness forholdingborder meeting
inBazargan-Gorbolaghborderandimplementing
the pilot plan of the technical final project for
exchanging customsinformation.

Headded thatIranian customsalso suggested
followingup the possibility ofelectronicinquiry of
the certificate of origin from the relevant Turkish
authorities.

Mir Ashrafi noted that Iran Customs
Administration is ready to sign MoU on
implementingthe Authorized EconomicOperator
(AEO)andgreencorridor.
Hewentontosaythatincreasing the capacity of
acceptingtrucksin Gorbolagh customsandalso
increasingthe capacityinEsendere.

Mir Ashrafisaid the Turkish side has started
accepting 120 people per day in the Esendere
bordersince August14.
Headdedthat110trucksmovetoward Turkey per
dayand 50 onesmove towardIran.
Elaboratingon Iraniandrivers’ dissatisfaction
overservices provided and health conditions
in Gorbolagh border, he said theissueis being
addressed by the Turkish deputy economy
minister.

Hewentontosay thatthe Turkishside suggested
liftingthebanontheimportof 68itemswhichare
subjecttolran’s preferential tarifffor Turkey.
Theyalsorequested for finalizing phase 3 of the
e-TIRprojectand facilitatingitsimplementation.
Mirashrafi ithen put forward the following

suggestions, asking for required follow-up
measurestobetakenbythe Turkishside.

Iran suggestsholdinganintroductory online
meeting among the IT experts of the two
parties on Tuesday, September 16th, to discuss
the requirements and set the schedule for
anupcoming face-to-face border meeting at
Bazargan-Gorbolagh customsas well asthe pilot
implementation ofafinalized projectforelectronic
and online exchange of customsinformation,
The Islamic Republicalso calls for pursuing the
possibility of electronicinquiry of the origin
certificatefromtheaffiliated authoritiesin Turkey,
Iran Customsvoicesitsreadiness for signinga
MemorandumofUnderstandingwiththe Turkish
counterpart forimplementation ofa project
of Authorized Economic Operator (AEO) and
simplified green corridor customs,

Iranurges Turkey toincrease the acceptance
capacity oftrucksat Gorbalagand Essen Darreh
customsin Turkeybyimprovingsanitationand
quarantinefacilitiesattheborders,

Tehran wants Istanbul to remove the imposed
restrictions onthereception oflraniantravelers
toTurkey,

Iran urges Turkey to increase the time span
forreceiving Iranian passengersat Gorbalagh
Customs,

Topreventthe congestion ofexported goodsfrom
Iraninthe customsareaof Gorbalagh in Turkey,
the Turkishgovernmentisaskedtodoitsrequired
investigations on the specified [ranian goods at
Dogubayazitborder,
Iranannounceditsdrivers’dissatisfactionwith the
services providedand thelackof sanitary facilities
atthe Gorbalagh customs parkinglotin Turkeyand
callsforrequired measurestobetaken,
Iranwantstheacceptance of wagonsKapikoy-Razi
bordertbeincreased,and

Iran criticized the frequent damages made to
Iranian exported goods during assessment
procedures carried by the Turkish side at
Gorbalagh Customs.

The Iranian official said that the Turkish side,
forhis part,hasasked forlifting ofthebanonthe
importsof68itemsofgoods subjecttopreferential
tariffs and finalization of the third phase of the
e-TIRprojectbetweenthetwosides.

IDO:Bahrain move in normalizing tie with

Israel, acleartreason

The Coordinating Council of the Islamic Development

Organization (IDO) inastatementon Sunday said that Bahrain’s

normalization of ties with the Zionistregime is a clear act of

treason.

While condemning the shameful agreement
and humiliatingact, IDO’s Coordinating
Council described itasastrategic stupidity
and agreatbetrayal, addingthatthe history
will never forget this heinous move taken
by Bahrain.

The textofthe statementisread as follows:
Afteraccepting humiliation by the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) government, now
accepting the humiliation of compromise
by Bahraini governmentin diverting the
world's publicopinion fromthefirstissue of
theIslamicworld and normalizingrelations
with the child-killing [sraeliregime is a
clearbetrayal that will never diminish the
determination and resistance of nations
of the Islamic world. Relying upon the
assistance of the Almighty God, we will

soonwitnesstheliberation ofthe occupied
lands and territories as well as Al-Quds by
the Palestinian people.

With thishumiliating compromise, Bahraini
rulers should know thatallowing Zionist
regime to stepits footin the Persian Gulf
region willnotbe asimpleissue and not
only thisirrational actwill notlead to the
spread of peaceand security butalso will
lead to growinginsecurity and instability
intheregion.

The foolishrulers, who areinahurry to
normalize relations with the occupying
regime of Israel, will one day pay a heavy
price forthisgreatcrime.

In continuation of their struggle in
supportingthe Palestinian cause, the brave
nation of Bahrain willundoubtedly respond
tothisbetrayal of the dictatorial rulers.
While strongly condemning this shameful
agreement and humiliating act, the
Coordinating Council of the Islamic
Development Organization considersita
greattreason thathistory will never forget.

TikTok NotSelling
Its US Operations:
Chinese State Media

Anewreportsuggeststhat TikTok
won'tsellitsUSbusinessafterall.

Shortly after news broke that
Microsoft is out of the picture in
bidding for TikTok’s US operations,
and rumors began circulating that
Oracleisthe winner, China’s state
broadcaster CGTN reported that
ByteDance willnotsell TikTok’s US
operations to Microsoftor Oracle,
citingsources, TechCrunchreported.
ByteDance, the world’s most
valuable startup credited with
pioneering algorithmic content
recommendation forshortvideos—
asignificantkeytohow TikTokworks
sowell —won'tgiveitssource codeto

any USbuyers, sourcestold CGTN. A
sourcetold the South ChinaMorning
Postearlierthatthetechupstarthas
decided notto sell or transfer the
source codebehinditspopularvideo
app.
ByteDancesaiditwon'tcommenton
marketrumors.

The clockistickingon TikTok’s fate.
Beijingwas ostensibly absentfrom
ByteDance’s negotiations with
Washingtonin the early days, but
thatseems to have changed as the
deal’sdeadlineinches closer, with
the US governmentthreatening to
shut down the service in 45 days
from August 6 (September 20) if
ByteDance didn’'tfind alocal buyer
forthe company.

First, the Chinesegovernmentrevised
its export rules that could block
the transfer or sale of ByteDance’s

recommendation algorithms, and
nowthere’sthe statereportrefuting
rumors that Oracle hassecured the
deal.

Theacquisition of TikTok’s US assets
hasbeenrumoredtobeforasmuchas
$50billion,accordingtoreports.
ByteDance’srise to prominence is
closelylinked toitsuse ofalgorithmto
serveupvideos,memes,newsarticles
and other forms of contentacrossits
family ofapps. Machinelearningdoes
away the need for human curation
and evensocialand interestgraphs,
forming virtuous cycles within
ByteDance services - the more
contentone consumes, the betterthe
appsgetatpredictingone’sinterest.
The data-driven processtranscends
cultural differences, arguably why
TikTok became the first consumer
app from Chinato conquerthe West.
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