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Iraneyesproducing 33mntons
steelingot thisyear
Withthestudiesmade,ithasbeentargeted that33 million
tonsofsteelingotwillbe producedbefore termination of
the currentyear (toend March 20,2021).

The steelindustryis considered asthe mostimportant
achievements ofthe currentadministration dubbed
‘Hope and Prudence’ which has experienced a
considerablejumpinrecentyears.

Accordingtothe statistics, steel outputvolume would hit
33 milliontonshbyyearend.

Another statisticshowed thatabout 120 million tons of
steelwasproducedin 2013, therate of which hitabout
210and 260 milliontonsin2018and 2019 respectively,
showingsignificantgrowth duringtheseyears.
Accordingly, 8.2 millionand 12 million tons of steel was
exported fromIrantoother countriesin2018and 2019
respectively.

Inthisregard,about25milliontons of steel was produced
in 2018, therate ofwhich hitabout28 milliontonsinthe
pastyear (ended March 20,2020).

Statistics of foreign trade ofthe countryindicated that
ahugeamountofspecial steels (alloys) wereimported
intothe countrylastyearand presently, domesticsteel
production units are moving forwards to meet the
domesticdemandand preventsteel productsfrombeing
importedintothe country.

Iran,Asian Nations Discuss Ways
to'Tackle Challengesin Rural
Areas

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) along with its 46 member nations
conveneda conferenceto provideaninclusive platform
toexamine ways forward to strengthen the resilience of
agro-food systemsandlivelihoodsamid the COVID-19
crisis.

Represented by Alimorad Sarafrazi, the Acting-Head
of PublicRelationsand International Affairs Center of
the Iranian Ministry of Agriculture Jahad, Ambassador
Mohammad Hossein Emadi, [ran Permanent Envoy to
FAO and AliKianiRad, the Head of Iran’s Agricultural
Planning, Economicand Rural Development Research
Institute, the Iranian delegation shared its concerns
regarding the increasing challenges the agriculture
sectorfacesatbothregionaland globalscales, particularly
highlighting the adverse effects of climate change, the
lack ofknowledge-loaded agricultural practices, low-
skilled workforce, the prevalence of poverty inrural
communitiesand youth emigrations.
Engagingactivelyin the discussionsheld on solutions
strategies, the Iranian delegation underscores the
needtoincrease the investmentinfood systems and
promoting the utilisation of digital technologiesin this
sector,asthetwokey factorstoboostboth productivity
and sustainability ofagricultural activities.

According to a press release published by FAO
Representationin Iran, The 35th session ofthe FAO
Regional Conference for Asiaand the Pacific, organised
virtually from 1 to 4 September 2020, is focused on,
among other things, the impact of COVID-19 on food
and agriculture; settingregional priorities to manage
water foragriculture under conditions of water scarcity;
building sustainable and resilient food systems;
harnessing innovation and digital agriculture and
implementing FAO’s Hand-in-Hand Initiative - asan
evidence-based, country-led and country-owned
programme forged to accelerate the agricultural
transformation and sustainable rural development
to eradicate poverty,and end hunger and all forms of
malnutritionacrosstheregion.

Home to more than half a billion of the world’s
undernourished people, Asiaand the Pacificregiondue to
COVID-19-linkedlockdownsis experiencinganeconomic
slowdown, widespreadjoblosses, collapsingincomes,
andfallingremittancesthatfurther threatened the food
securityandincreased theacutehungerintheregion.
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Chinano longerinterestedin

expensive Saudi oil: Report

Chinahassignificantlyreduceditsimports

of crude oil from Saudi Arabiain recent

months, shows a report, adding that

the Saudis are nolonger amongthe top

suppliersofcrudetoChina.

The analytic
report
published by
the Oilprice

N E w s shows that

NEWS Chinese
S EEEEN § buyers of
oil, including state-
oil companies and
independentrefiners,
imported atotal 1.26
million barrels per
day (bpd) of oil from
Saudi Arabiain July, a
record low that have
comemainlyasaresult
of high benchmark
prices setby Persian
Gulf Arab producers
for orders placed in

&%gz’u
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importer.

However, a slump in
global oil prices that
began in March and
continued into April,
mainly a result of a
price war between
Saudi Arabia and
Russia and the
subsequentdeclinein

April. ~ demand foroilbecause
For two years, Saudi of the coronavirus
Arabia has been

pandemic, pushed
many Chinese buyers
tolookforultra-cheap
oil.

Thatcaused imports

either the number-
one or number-two
oil supplier to China,
the world’s top oil

China
America to surge at
the expense of Saudi
Arabia.Infact,imports
from the United States
and Brazil increased
in July, showing that

into from

Chinese preferred
supplies that took
almost 45 days to
reach the country
from Americaoverthe
cargoesontheshorter
route between the
Middle Eastand China.
Thereportpredicted
thatSaudis would have

to wait for months to
beableto capture their
previous share of the
Chinese market. It
cited economic data
asshowingthatsupply
of crude from the US
and Brazil into China
would continue to be
strongin Augustand
evenin September as
the Chinese buyers
have continued to be
price-conscious earlier
this month when they
chartered tankers for
future deliveries.

Nearly 88% of cross-

offices operating
vy gng' =1

percentfor China.

Deputy head ofIran’s Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO) said approximately
88 percent of Iranian cross-border
customs offices are open for trade
exchange and passengers’ travel.

Mojtaba Mousavian said on Monday
thatIran hasjointborders with 15

halt.

neighborsanditprefersto expand trade
with these nations as the country is

border customs underillegal harsh sanctions, reported
Fars News Agency.
Iraq and China are the two top

destinations for the exportoflranian
commodities, Mousaviannoted,adding
thatnearly 23 percentofIran’s exports
are destined for Iraq and some 24

Meanwhile, Managing Director of
Arvand Free Zone Organization Ali
Mousavisaid that Shalamchehborder
crossinginthe southwestern province
of Khuzestan wasreopened and trade
exchanges with Iraq were resumed
throughtheborderafterashorthalt.

Hesaid thattheborder crossing, which
connects Iran’s Khuzestan Province to
BasrainlIraq,resumedtrade operation
on Monday morning after aone-week

Mousavi added that based on an
agreementwith thelraqiside, traders
are allowed to exportnon-oil goods,

Then

including foodstuffs, fruits, vegetables,
and meat,aswellastechno-engineering
services tothe neighboring country
through Shalamcheh.

Iraq closeditsinternational bordersin
March, exceptfortheimportofessential
goodsto curb the coronavirus spread.
it partially reopened its
southeastern Shalamcheh border
crossingwith Iran onJuly 7 after over
three months.

In early June, Iranian Parliament
Research Center announcedthat China,
Iraqand the UAE, accounted for more
thanhalfofshare of Iran’s total value of
non-oil goods exported during the last
Iranianyear (ended March 19,2020).
“There is a relatively strong focus
on Iran’s export target markets in
such a way that the UAE, China and
Iraq accounted for about 54 percent
of country’s total exports share
value of non-oil goods,” Head of
Iranian Parliament Research Center
Mohammad Qassemisaid.
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SomedIlrs 10billioninvestments
have been made in oil and
petrochemical industries over
the past five months since the
beginning ofthe currentIranian
year (startedonMarch21,2020),
Oil Ministry said on Tuesday.
The government has plans to
inaugurate 17 petrochemical
projects by the end of this year
which has caused this year to
be called the “golden year of
petrochemicalindustry”.

Once the new plants are
inaugurated, the country’s
petrochemical outputwillreach
100 million tons ayear which

108 billion investments made in oil, petrochemical
industries over past five months

willbeabletoproducesome $25
billionannually.

The governmentalso plans to
inauguratean oilterminal outof
the Persian Gulfwatersby March
20,2021 sothatthe countrywill
nolongerhavetousethe Straitof
Hormuz forthe exportsofitsoil.
The construction project ofthe
new oil terminalin Makranand
apipeline for transfer of oil from
GourehtoJaskwasinaugurated
onJune26.

Some $2 billion has been
allocated to the project which
isexpectedto create 4,000 new
jobs.
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What's News

Denmark’s
Novo Nordisk
Sets Up
Insulin
Production

Linein Iran
The world's top
insulin-maker,

Novo Nordisk
of Denmark,
has unveiled a

productionline of
the drug in Iran,
the Iranian health

ministersaid.
Saeed Namaki
inaugurated the

plant's production
line, located in
Alborz province,
west of Tehran, via

video conference.
“Today we are
witnessing  the

inauguration of
one of the most
important projects
since the (Islamic)
revolution with the
jointinvestment of
Iran and Denmark,”
he said, Bourse &
Bazaarreported.
Namaki expressed
hopethatlran could
soon become a
“drugdistribution
and production
center” for the
Middle East.

The Danish
pharmaceuticals
giant has sold its
products in Iran
since 2005 through
itssubsidiary, Novo
Nordisk Pars.

It signaled its
intention to
construct the 70
million euro ($83
million) facility
in 2015 and said
it would take five
yearsto complete.
Drugs and medical
equipment
are  technically
exempt from the
US sanctions, but
purchases are
frequently blocked
by the unwillingness
of banks to process
purchases for fear
of incurring large
penalties in the
United States.
According to the
head of Iran’s
food and drug
administration,
Iranian diabetic
patients require
800,000 insulin
pensper month.
Novo Nordisk has
promised to save
Iran 25 million
euros in the first
year and 45 million
eurosinthesecond
after production
starts.
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Joint
Commission
should be an
opportunity
tosafeguard
JCPOA
Chinese Foreign
Ministry
SpokespersonZhao
Lijian said thatthe
Joint Commission
Meeting should
be an opportunity
topreserve Iran’s
nuclear deal,
officially known
as the Joint
Comprehensive
Plan of Action
(JCPOA).
Speaking in his
weekly press
briefingon Monday,
he expressed
hope that the
commission would
work to resolve
disputes over the
implementation of
JCPOA within the
framework of the
Joint Commission,
coordinate efforts
toaddress current
challenges, and
continue the
political process
ofresolvingIran’s
nuclearissue.
Chinese Foreign
Ministry
spokesperson
added, “Tension
around Iranian
nuclearissue has
been mounting
because of the
us unilateral
withdrawal from
JCPOA in May
2018 and aseries
of actions it has
taken unilaterally
andillegally against
the international
rejection. The
JCPOA has cometo
acrucialjuncture.
Chinahopesthatall
partieswill take the
Joint Commission
meeting as an
opportunity to
further commit
ourselvesto firmly
safeguarding
the JCPOA
and faithfully
implementing the
Security Council
Resolution 2231,
properly handle
differences

on JCPOA
implementation
under the

framework of the
Joint Commission,
coordinate efforts
to address the
currentchallenges,
and continue to
move forward the
political settlement
process of Iran’s
nuclearissue.”

=

Iranian Diplomat Expects
JCPOA Commission’s

Concerted Actionagainst US

AnlIranian deputy foreign minister expressed hope thatthe
partiesattendinganewsession ofthe JCPOA Joint Commission
would adopta united stance against the US government’s
unilateral policiesand attemptstoruinthenucleardeal.
Inaninterviewwith IRIBin Vienna, Seyed Abbas Araqchisaid
thelatestmeeting ofthe JCPOA Joint Commissionisaroutine
quarterlysession focusingonthe 2015 nuclearagreement.
Aragchialsohopedthatthe JCPOAJoint Commission would

takeaunited stance on dealingwiththe USattemptstoruinthe
nuclearagreement.
Denouncing Washington’s disregard for multilateralism, the
IraniandiplomatsaidallUN member states,eventhe US’s close
allies,are opposed toitsmeasures.HoldingaJCPOA meeting
inthe current circumstance when the UN Security Council’s
permanentand non-permanentmembershave opposed the
US-proposedresolution onthe extension ofanarmsembargo
onlranishighlyimportant,headded.Araqchisaid one ofthe
maindiscussionsinthe]JCPOA Joint Commission meeting will
be the attemptsthe UShasmade againstiranatthe UN.The
Iranian deputy foreign ministerisgoingtohold talkswith IAEA
Director General Rafael Mariano Grossiand with Austria’s

Leader: UA E betraying Islam, Arabs,

region

Supreme Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution

Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei said on
Tuesday thatthe United Arab Emirates
(UAE) has betrayed the Islamic world,
Arab states, the regional countries, and

Palestine, with letting the Zionistregime

intotheregion.

N Ayatollah Khamenei
%J/L’ l madetheremarksin
|$FAHAN avideo conference
N E w s with the Ministry of

Education officials
NEWS_ que to COVID19
conditions Tuesday

morning.

He said thattheactofthe
treason by Abu Dhabi
will notlastlong, butthe
disgrace will stay with
them.

"The UAE betrayed the
world of Islam, the Arab
nations, the region’s
countries,and Palestine. Of
course, thisbetrayal won’t
lastlong."

They letthe Zionists into
theregionand consigned
the issue of Palestine,
which is the issue of

usurping a country
by normalizing their
relations, the Leadersaid:
"The UAE rulers opened
the doortotheregionto
the Zionists,and they have
ignored and normalized
the question of Palestine,
whichisaquestionabout
theusurpation ofa country.
This stigma willremain on
them."

He went on to say that

Palestinians are under
severe pressure from

different directions,
the UAE is cooperating
with the Israelis and the
Americans, including
that Jewish person who
is present in the Trump
family, againsttheinterests
ofthe Islamic world and
dealwith absolute cruelty
with the Islamicworld.

"The nation of Palestine

pressures. Then, the
UAE cooperates with the
Israelis and the filthy US
agents-suchasthe Zionist
in Trump’s family - against
the interests of the world
ofIslam and commits the
greatestatrocity against
it," Ayatollah Khamenei
said.

Hehopedthatthe Emiratis
will wake up soon and
repent from what they

foreign minister duringhis stay
inVienna.The European Union
announced earlier that the
September 1 session of the
JCPOA]Joint Commissionwill
be chaired on behalf of EU
High Representative Josep
Borrell by EEAS Secretary
General HelgaMaria Schmid.The
US was initially a signatory to the
JCPOA, but withdrew from the deal in

May 2018 inviolation ofthe UN Security Council
Resolution 2231 thatendorsestheagreement.

despite the fact that the

isundervarious, severe

havedone.

AustriaurgesJCPOA
partiestoadhereto

obligations

Austrian Foreign Minister Alexander
Schallenberginastatementurgedall parties
to Iran nuclear deal known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action to adhere to
obligations.

"Today Austrian Foreign Minister Alexander
SchallenbergwelcomedIranian Deputy Foreign

Minister Abbas Araqchi, whoisin Vienna for
ameeting ofthe JCPOAJoint Commission,"
Austrian Foreign Ministry saidinastatement.
"Duringtheopenand constructivetalks, Foreign
Minister Schallenbergemphasized theneedto
preservethe]CPOA: the Viennanucleardealis
stillthe mosteffective tool to preventanuclear
armsraceintheMiddleEast,"itadded.
"Theagreementhasbroughtmoresecurityand
weshould do everythingwe cantopreserveit.
Wetherefore call onall sidestoadhere tothe

obligationsthatarise fromthenucleardeal.
"Asaplace of dialogue, where the agreement
wasnegotiatedin 2015, Austria will remain
engaged and try, together with our European
partners, to contribute torebuilding trustin
theregion."
"Wewelcometherecentagreementbetween
Iranand the IAEA on solving the problem of
accesstotwonuclear facilities,and we call on
Iranto continue toworkcloselywith the [AEA
withoutreservations.”

MPcallson EPto
realizejustice via

prosecuting terrorists

Addressingthe chair of the European
Parliament Subcommittee on Human
Rights,an Iranian parliament member
called on EP to provide the victims of
the terroristattacks with justice via
prosecuting perpetrators of the terrors.
Addressing Maria Arena, a member
ofthe European Parliamentin aletter,
Zohre Elahian referred the August 21,
the International Day of Remembrance

and Tribute to the Victims of Terrorism,
addingthateveryyear countless people
intheworld, especially civilians, women,
and children, are targeted by terrorist
acts.Condemning that so far many
Iranian civilians, nuclear scientists,
high-ranking governmentas well as
some military officials, have been
attacked brutally by terrorists, Elahian
underlined, “In the Islamic Republic of
Iran, morethan 17,000 Iranian citizens
have been targeted by the terrorists
especiallyby MEK (Mujahedin-e Khalq)
terroristgroup who have clearly violated

fundamental humanrights, including the
righttolife, security,and health.”
Referring the fact that today, most
terrorists continue to plotagainstIran
viaseekingrefugein European countries,
she called on the European Parliament
and European countries to take effective
actioninthe fightagainstterrorismand
supportvictims of terrorism and their
families through ending the impunity of
the terrorists wholive in their counties
and provide the families of the victims
withjusticeviaprosecuting perpetrators
ofassassinations.

Iransure Nigerwill prevent
US'misuse of UNSCfor
unilateralism: President

Rouhani

Speakingwith the Presidentof Niger, [ran’s President praised the
country's continued supportfor the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA) and the UN Security Council Resolution 2231, noting,
"Therootofmanyoftheworld'sproblemstodayhasbeenthemisuse

of some countriesfromtheinternational forums

thatlranand Niger sharetheviewthatinternationalrelationsshould
bebased onjustice, righteousnessand highhumanvaluesbased on
independence, solidarity and dignity," added President Rouhani.
Speaking with the President of Niger Mahamadou Issoufou by
telephone on Monday evening, Dr. Hassan Rouhani expressed his
satisfaction with the news onhowthe countryis dealing with the
outbreakof coronavirus,adding, "The Islamic RepublicofIranhas

had fruitful effortsin controlling the spread of coronavirusand
we areready to share our experiences with the friendly and
Muslim country of Niger".

Referringto the four decades of friendly relations between
Tehranand Niamey, the Presidentadded, "The two countries
havehadgood cooperationinthefields of mine exploration, health
andagriculture,and [hopewe canuseall our capacitiesto develop
relationsbetween thetwo countries.Iranisalsoreadytoshareits
counter-terrorismexperienceswith the Republicof Niger".
Congratulating Niger on the rotating presidency of the UN
Security Councilin September, Dr. Rouhanisaid, "Iranand Niger
havealwaysbeen had constructive interactionand cooperation |
oninternationalissuesand forums, including the United Nations,
the Non-Aligned Movementand the Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation,inmaintainingindependenceandneutralitytoachieve
thegoalsoftheseforums".The Presidentstated, "lam confidentthat
the Republicof Niger,asamember ofthe Non-Aligned Movement,
willact completelyindependently and professionally duringits
presidency ofthe UN Security Counciland preventthe misuse of the

lamverypleased

NEWS

NoForeign Pilgrim Allowedin Iraq
for Arbaeen: Iranian Official

Baghdadhasdecided tobarallforeign pilgrims fromvisiting
Iragforthisyear’s Arbaeenseasonduetothe outbreakofthe
coronavirus,anlranian deputy minister said.Speakingata
press conference on Tuesday, Deputy Interior Minister for
Security Affairs Hossein Zolfagarisaid hehasbeeninformed
by Iran’sambassador to Baghdad about the plans for the
mourningritualsmarking Arbaeen-thereligiousgathering
incommemoration of the third Shiite Imam.Iran’s envoy
has quoted thelraqiofficialsas sayingthatthey would not
allowanyforeign pilgrimstovisitlraqforthisyear’s Arbaeen
season consideringthe coronavirusrestrictions, Zolfagari
added.Eachyear, millions of Shiites flock to the Iraqi city
ofKarbala, where the holy shrine of Imam Hussein (AS) is
located, toperformmourningrites 40 daysafter Ashura.

Iranian Missiles Have Unique
Features: Army General

[ran’'shomegrown missiles with unique capabilities have
ensured the country’s deterrent power, commander of
theIranian Army Ground Force said.Speaking to Tasnim
on Tuesday, Brigadier General Kiomars Heidari said
Iran employs arange of military equipment to fulfill its
defense needs.Iranian missiles with unique features
have easily ensured the country’s defense power and
created deterrence, headded.One particular defense tool
alone would not complete the defense capabilities, the
commandernoted, sayingthe [ranian Armed Forceshave
focused onhigh-precisionweaponswith pinpointaccuracy,
smartarms, and automated gear.Iranian officials have
repeatedly underscored thatthe countrywillnothesitate
tostrengthenits military capabilities, includingits missile
power,whichareentirelymeantfordefense,and thatIran’s
defense capabilitieswillbe neversubjecttonegotiations.In
February 2018, Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed AliKhamenei called for efforts tomaintainand boost
Iran’s defense capabilities, hitting back at the enemies
for disputing the country’s missile program.“Withouta
momentofhesitation, the country mustmove toacquire
whateverisnecessaryfordefense, evenifthewholeworldis
opposedtoit,” Ayatollah Khameneisaid atthe time.

Irannucleardeal parties meet

amid US pressure

The signatories to the faltering Iran nuclear deal meet
inViennaon Tuesday as the USisurginginternational
sanctionsontheIslamicrepublictobereimposed and an
arms embargo to be extended.Britain, France, Germany,
ChinaandRussiaarestrugglingtosavethe 2015landmark
accord with Iran, which hasbeen progressively stepping
upits nuclearactivities sincelastyear.Tehran insists
itisentitled to do sounder the deal -- which swapped
sanctionsrelieffor[ran'sagreementtoscalebackitsnuclear
programme--followingthe USwithdrawal fromtheaccord
in2018andthereimposition of sanctions.Inaboostto
Tuesday'stalks, the [ranianatomicenergylastweekagreed
forinspectorsofthe UNnuclearwatchdogtovisittwosites
suspected ofhavinghosted undeclared activity inthe early
2000s.The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
head Rafael Grossihadtravelled toIranonhisfirsttripsince
takingup the top postlastyearand after months of calling
foraccess.

position
ofthe United Nationsand the

Security Council for American extravaganceand unilateralism,
justasittookavery constructive stanceagainsttheillegalresolution
toextend thearmsembargoonIran”.
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UAEnormalization ties with Israel violates regional peace

[ranian ParliamentSpeaker's Special Aide for International Affairs said that United
ArabEmirates’ normalization oftieswith the Zionistregimeviolates peaceand security
intheregion.

Speakinginatelephone conversation with Salimal-Zanoun, Speaker ofthe Palestinian
National Assembly on Tue., Amir-Abdollahianreiterated that UAE’snormalization ofties
withthe Zionistregimeinfringesregional peaceand security.

Secretary-General of the International Conference in Supportofthe Palestinian Intifadadescribed the

20000 Rials

UAE'scompromisewiththe Zionistcriminalsandaccompany of some Arableaderswith the fake Zionistregime
asachildishandirrational showand condemned this provocativeact.

Wednesday ,September2

Theresistance ofthe Palestinian peopleinthelegitimate struggle for the completeliberation of their historical
and motherland fromthe Zionistregimeisadivine promise thatwill surely befulfilled, he emphasized.
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B terms Iran-IAEA

Iran cyes agreement 'win-win'
producmg33mn Stating that the I[AEA
tons steel lllg()t chief’s visit to Tehran had

thisyear

Denmark’s Novo
NordiskSets Up
Insulin Production

Linein Iran

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

strategic importance, the
AEOI spokesman Behrouz
Kamalvandi said that the
recentran-IAEAagreement
iswin-win.
“So far, we have received
atleast 17 reports from the
o IAEA and the Director-
Generalindicating thatIran
has complied with all its
obligations,” he said, adding,

05:15:49 “Butin connection with the
Noon call to prayer: request made by the [AEA
13:02:51 aboutayearago, especially

Evening call to prayer:

19:44:19

WEATHER

High:33°c
Low: 14 °c

at the Board of Governors
meetings in March and July,
we believed that some ofthe
IAEA'squestionsandrequests
foraccesswerenotdefinedin
theinteractive framework.”
“Wehadinformed the IAEA
that none of its requests
complied with the three
frameworks. Forthisreason,
IranandtheIAEAhadadispute
atsomepoint.

Leader: UALE betraying Islam,
Arabs, region

Biden Accuses “Toxic’ Trump of Fanning US

Unrest

JoeBiden on Monday accused US President Donald Trump of

stokingviolence after aweek of deadly unrest catapulted law

and order to the top ofthe political agendabarely two months

before the US election.

Thestakesfor Biden'sspeechin Pittsburgh,inthe
swingstate of Pennsylvania, could nothave been
higheraday before Trump heads to the city of
Kenosha, Wisconsin, to deliver hisduelingvision
ontheupheaval.

Emerging from months of COVID-19 travel
restrictions, Biden findshimselfsuddenly onthe
defensive, mocked by Trumpasweakinthe face
ofevents combiningleftistanti-racism protests,
riots,deadly shootings and right-wingvigilante
actionsinKenoshaandin Portland, Oregon.
With Trump exaltingin the shift of debate from
hiswidely panned handling ofthe coronavirus
pandemicto his favored theme of crime, Biden
risks losing the momentum thathas puthim
aheadinthepollsforthe November 3 vote.
Butthe 77-year-old Democrat punched back,
branding Trump’s presidency “atoxic presence
inournation.”

“Firesareburningand wehaveapresidentwho
fansthe flamesratherthan fightingthe flames,”
Bidensaid, AFPreported.
“Theincumbentpresidentisincapable oftelling
us the truth, incapable of facing the factsand
incapableofhealing”

While Trump has spentmuch of the past week
warningvoters they “won’tbe safe”in Biden'’s
America, the Democrat sought to turn tables
on the Republicanin his 22-minute speech
-- delivered in a mostly empty hall due to
coronavirus concerns --with the question: “Do
youreallyfeel saferunder Donald Trump?”
Trump “can’tstop the violence, because foryears
hehasfomentedit,” Biden charged.

Trump “maybelievemouthingthewords ‘lawand
order’makeshimstrong, buthisfailuretocallon
his own supporterstostop actingasanarmed
militiainthis country showsyouhowweakheis.”
Biden,whohasbeenaccused by Republicans of
insufficiently denouncingviolencebyleftistanti-

racismprotesters, tried tosetthistorest.
“Lootingis not protesting, setting firesis not
protesting,” hesaid.

“None of thisis protesting. Its lawlessness,
plainand simple,and those who doitshouldbe
prosecuted.”

AtaWhite House press conference, Trump still
complainedthatBiden “mostly seemed toblame
the police and law enforcement,” not leftist
radicals.

On Tuesday, Trump will promote his own
perspectiveonwhat'swrongin America’s cities
byvisitingKenosha.

Thecity,inone ofthemostsignificantswingstates
oftheelectoralmap, hasbeeninturmoil sincethe
shootingbyawhite police officer ofan African-
Americanmanin frontofhis children duringan
arrestthismonth.
Amicrocosmoftheracialandideologicaltensions
ofthe Trump era, Kenoshahasseen Black Lives
Matter protests, riots,and the arrival ofarmed,
white vigilantes, culminatinginanincident
wherea 17-year-old militia enthusiast, Kyle
Rittenhouse, allegedly shotdead two peopleat
theprotestandbadlyinjured another.
Democrats and police reform advocates see
Kenoshaasasymbol of institutional racism
leadingto deadly encounters between officers
andblacksuspects.

They see Rittenhouse, a Trump supporter,
asemblematic of right-wing militias thatare
increasingly brazenaboutbrandishingweaponry
inpolitical settings and attempting to actas
amateurlawenforcers.

Trump, however, is making clear he comes
withadifferentpriority: counteringwhathe
hasrepeatedly described as the “anarchy” in
Democratic-led cities.

He will “meet with local law enforcement
and some business ownersand he’ll survey
the damage” from the unrest, spokeswoman
Kayleigh McEnanytoldreporters.

Trump described his desire “to see the people
thatdid suchagoodjob forme,’ referringtolaw
enforcementunitsthatquelled therioting.
Trumpalsodeclined tocondemnthekillings that
Rittenhouse,whowasinthestreetswitharifle,is
suspected of.

Japan’s top government spokesman, Yoshihide Suga, has won

the backingofthelargestfaction ofthe ruling party tobecome

itsnextleader, publicbroadcaster NHK reported on Tuesday,

making himastrong front-runner tobecome the next premier.

Japan’s chief cabinet secretary and a
long-time lieutenant of outgoing Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe, Suga is widely
expected to stay the policy course set
outby Abe, including the “Abenomics”
strategy aimed atreviving the economy
and keepingitafloatamid the COVID-19
pandemic.

Suga hasnotpublicly announced his
candidacy for leader of the Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) but has
indicated privately thatheintendstorun,
asourcetold Reuters. Mediareported he
would formally announce hisintention to
run on Wednesday.

The party’sleader will almost certainly
become prime minister because of
its majority in the lower house of
parliament. The newleaderwill replace
Abe,who abruptlyannounced on Friday
he was steppingdown for healthreasons.
Inameeting on Tuesday todecide onthe
formatofthe election, LDP executives
agreed toasimplified vote, by party MPs
from both chambers of parliamentand
headsoflocal chapters, party Secretary-
General Toshihiro Nikai said.

The proposal to exclude votes by rank-
and-file members favours Suga, who
hasnow reportedlylockedin support
from the party’s biggest factions. Buta
final decision, to be made ata general
assembly on Tuesday, could be delayed
due to opposition from many party
members.

“We mustelectanewleaderassoonas
possible to avoid creating a political
vacuum,” Nikaitold reporters. “There was
no objection to myview atthe meeting.”
PUSHFORWIDERVOTE

On Monday, however, younger LDP

Largestfaction of Japan's ruling party backs
Suga toreplace Abeas PM: NHK

legislators met with Nikai to presenta
demand from more than 140 MPs and
about400 local party lawmakers for a
full-scale vote. Several local chapters
including Osakahave alsodemanded the
same.

“Toselectthenewleader, we musthavea
party presidential electionin aformthat
listenstoawiderange ofvotes,” one of the
MPs said.

Shigeru Ishiba, a main rival for the
race, echoed those views, repeating on
Tuesday thathe was againstalimited
vote.

“I'think thatboth fordemocracy and for
the party, thisis something that should
notbe,” the former defence minister said
on TV Asahi. Ishibaisthe most popular
with votersamongthelikely candidates
butlacks strongbackingin the party
hierarchy.The LDPis expected toholdits
leadership vote on Sept. 14.

Financial marketsalso favourand appear
tohave factored inawin by Suga.

“Heis consideredtobeavery effective
policy leader within the party and
bureaucracy ... and was key to Abe’s
successful tenure,” said John Vail,
chiefglobal strategistat Nikko Asset
Management.

“Suga’s experience with the virus
situation, including his appropriate
push-back on complete shutdowns, is
key, as thisisJapan’s greatest concern
rightnow,” headded.

Another contender for the postis Fumio
Kishida, a former foreign minister.
Current Foreign Minister Toshimitsu
Motegiand Defence Minister Taro Kono
both said on Tuesday they had notyet
decided whethertorun.
Thereportedbackingofthe LDP’sbiggest
Hosoda faction for Suga follows media
reports of support from the powerful
factionled by Deputy Prime Minister
Taro Aso. LDP heavyweight Nikaiisalso
supportingSuga.
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