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Zanganch:
Majorityofoilindustry
equipmentbuiltdomestically

Oil Minister Bijan Namdar Zanganeh said the majority
ofequipmentneededintheoilindustryare produced

domestically.

Speaking ata ceremony for granting the first quality
certificateatIran Petroleum Institute (IPI) on Monday;,
Zanganeh said the contractors will use domestically-

PublicRelations: 031-32274754

Dollar holds its ground as investors await

%J/g;u

ISFAHAN
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manufactured equipmentinover70%  ofrecentcontracts W Des
signed withthe ministry.

NotingthatIranisinaposition todayto setupabody for l S t’ l t lks .

issuing certificates for oil goodsand equipment, hesaid, in ° ° S lmll us a Parvizkhan
thepast,domesticproducershad togetaquality certificate Border
fromthe foreigninstitutesbutsanctions deprived them of ) \

thisopportunity makingthe ministrytogearup theefforts {he dolanheldnyerightgaing on Rucsday EXI)Ol'tS

forself-sufficiency.

Zanganeh stressed thatthe oilindustry cannotuse non-
standard equipment, adding thatriskin the oilindustry
ishighsothatevenasimple error may cause anational
disaster.

“Today the first certificate of quality of goods and
equipmentoftheoilindustrywasawardedto Iran Quality

following seven weeks of an almost

relentless fall asinvestors clungtohopes of

abipartisan stimulus deal in Washington

and U.S.bondyields rebounded from multi-

month lows.

Exceed
$560m

Atotal of 1.34 million
tons of commodities
worth $562 million
were exported from

Certification Foundation. This will be animportant Parvizkhan  border
step to develop domestic technology and support for The dollar crossingin Kermanshah
domesticmanufacturinginaccordance withinternational indexjumped Province’s  Qasr-e-
standards,"headded. back to Shirin County during
Speakinginanother ceremonylastweek, Zanganehsaid 93.568USD= the first four months

activitiesinthe oilindustry have continued vigorously for NEWS from Friday's QW*\J' A »\ ‘“ o of the current Iranian
morethantwoyearsdespitetheimplementationofthe US' _ Il two-yearlow iﬁguﬁr.n_% > > ) A year (March 20-July
unilateralsanctionsin2018. of 92.495. sy i A -‘::\ ! 21), which madeitthe

: 2 = A busiest  checkpoint

“Westand firmand buoyanttoservethegoal of servingthe

Having fallen for seven

people,” Zanganeh said. “There are many problems, but straight weeks, the and FX research at officials. The lira was quoted of the western Iranian
wehavekepttheactivitiesin the oilindustryalive during currency wasdue fora JPMorgan. U.S.TreasurySecretary at 7.340 per dollar province overthe period.
the twoyears thathave passed since the sanctions were short-term corrective ~Looking at market StevenMnuchinsaid TRYTOM=D3, just According to Director
imposed”” bounce, traders said. reactions, investors companiesfromChina aboveFriday'srecord General of Kermanshah’s
Hesaid thatnowtwoyearsand three monthshave passed The euro changed appearto think that and other countries lowof7.365. Customs Administration
sincethe severesanctionsagainstIranwereimposedand hands at $1.1745 therewillbesomesort thatdonotcomplywith Withmorewildswings Khalil Heydari, the

duringthis period notonlynoplansinthe oilindustryhad
halted, but “wehavealsostarted newplans.”

EUR= up slightly on
the day, having eased
0.5%inprevioustrade.

of deal eventually,”
JPMorgan’s Yamawaki.
U.S. congressional

accounting standards
will be delisted from
U.S.stockexchangesas

inthe Turkish currency
expected, implied
volatilities, calculated

above figures show a
respective rise of 78%
and 33%intonnage and

Duet()FAl F,Afghanbank The dollarstood little leaders and Trump oftheendof2021. from option prices, value compared with
. changedat106.07yen administration While the market have soared, with the similar period of
COllldIlOtO[leIlabl'allChlIl JPY=. officials said on has shown limited three-monthvolatility lastyear, IRNAreported.

Chabahar Port

“The dollar’s decline

Monday they were

response to the latest

TRY3MO= rising to

The second busiest

Afghanistan Joint Chamber of Commerce told appears to have come ready to resume salvos, analysts say 23.6%,itshighestsince border crossingin the
Af flglanistan'sGhazanfarBankcouldnoto enabranch to a halt for now. hegotiations on a the confrontations Aprillastyear. province was Sheikh
Alg 'otop : Althoushtalksonfiscal coronavirusaiddeal, have longer term RikiyaTakebe,senior Salehin Salas-e Babajani
in Chabahar Port,asaresult of Iran being put on FATF's oughtalksontisca . L .

blacklist ’ spending are locked althoughitwasunclear implications. strategist at Okasan County, exports from

SpeakingtoILNAnewsagency, the Iranian official Hossein
Salimisaid “Abasiclicense hasbeenissued for Ghazanfar
banktooperateinlranbutforreasonssuchasthebanking
laws of the two countries and the fact thatIranisnota
member of the FATF, Ghazanfar Bank could nothavea

inastalemate, we are
at least avoiding a
complete cutoffofextra
jobless benefit,” said
Minori Uchida, chief

whether Democrats
and Republicans would
beabletobridge their
differences.

On Monday, the

“What used to be a
dispute over trade
hasnow evolved into
something about
ideology,” said Daisuke

Online Securities, said
“thelira will probably
faceastormortwo,” as
Turkey’s central bank
willlikely intervene in

which stoodat226,115
tons worth $115
million, registering a
20% and 41% growth
respectively year-on-

branchinIran” currency analyst at S&P500 index .SPX Uno,chiefstrategistat thecurrency markets year.Heydarinoted that
Gﬁ’mc Hfl 1'271131’1. K started offit tion from Kabul MUFG Bank. rose to a five-month SumitomoMitsuiBank. ahead of its meeting exports from Shooshemi
azantarbank started olf1ts operation from Babul, U.S.President Donald highwhiletheyieldon “Onthewhole,theU.S.- nextweek. border crossing in

Afghanistan, andis offering key financial services both
under conventional and Islamic. Ghazanfar Bank, a

Trump on Saturday

10-year U.S. Treasuries

Chinatensions could

“Investors might grow

Kermanshah’s Paveh

) , . signed executive Trose to as high as leadtodollarselling wary ofcapitalflight Countystoodat 124,532
.f;ﬂl fled%.ed11.cerl:/15edlclc;r(r)lér;e;illalsl}fiankﬁcc;;nmenfctid orders restoring 0-581%US10YT=RR, butthenegativeimpact in a government- tons worth $13 million
%Zgiiialc:ﬁn:igonagf)ftheleladir? bi?iene(;s errcfl? Soef part of enhanced itshighestlevelinmore willnotbelimitedto controlled market, during the four-month
Af hanistan%{eferrin tothedecline%ntradebet%veenplran unemployment thanaweek. the U.S.Stagnanttrade whichmayalsoprompt period, making it the

g ' & payments and Investors are also betweenthem could themtosellthelirafor province’s third busiest

and Afghanistan, hesaid: "Iranexports $ 3.2 billionayear

to Afghanistan, which thisyearwill probably reach $ 2.9 suspending payroll keeping aneye othe hurt th"e (global) dolla.rs, yenor euros,’ Fhekaoint. The figu.res
billion dueto coronavirus epidemic."The Iranian official taxes. raplqu de'Ferloratlng economy. hesaid. %ndlcate a 2% dedlr(l)e
pointedtotheimpactofChabahar portinincreasinglran- “Compared to market relatlgnshlp between Elsev.vhere.:, the Separately, Bank in tonna-ge and a 44%
Afghanistan traderelations,andtated: "Inpreviousyears, consensus of a Wa_l.s_hmgton and Turkish lira staye.d of England Deputy increaseinvalue YOY.
this portwasalmostclosed, but today some ofthe goods stimulus deal worth Bel_]mg. . neara recordlow hit Governor . .Dave Over the f(.)ur months
needed by Afghansare exported through this port”“We $1 trillion-$1.5 trillion, Chlna. imposed onFridayon concerlzs .Ramsd.en said in an under review, a total
. , , > economic boosts sanctionson 11 U.S. about the country’s interview published of 1.69 million tons
are currently witnessingan increase in China's trade from the announced Citizens, including depleting foreign on Tuesday that the of commodities

with Afghanistan, and recently the Turks have entered
the Afghan market.”He confirmed thatIran has started
investingin Afghanistan's mines; adding “Afghanistan has
richand pristine minesthatcanincrease Afghanincomes
byinvestingintheseareas.”

NO 554

measures would be
clearly smaller,” said
Takafumi Yamawaki,
head of Japan rates

Republican
lawmakers, following
Washington’s
sanctions on Hong
Kong and Chinese

Solution: NO 553
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period in 2019, head
of National Iranian Gas
Company Dispatching
Departmentsaid.

“Thermal power plants
accounted for the major
share of consumption at
34 bcm in the 140-day
period,” Mohammadreza

reserves, leading to
expectations thatthe
central bank may take
more decisiveaction to
stemitsfall.

central bank will step
up quantitative easing
(QE) if the British
economy slows again.

Iran Natural Gas Consumption Up
%4 Since March

Natural gas consumption Joulaee was quoted as

whichrun onnatural gas.
Giving a breakdown on
NIGC’s output, he said 630
million cubicmeters of gas
isinjectedinto the Iran Gas
Trunkline (IGAT) per day
since March 20, of which
200 mcmis forhome user
perday.

worth $691 million
were exported from
Kermanshah with the
main products being
tomatoes and tomato
paste, air conditioners,
cheese, industrial oils
and their derivatives,
biscuits, different types
ofmelons, watermelons,
tiles and ceramic,
plasticbags, disposable
tablecloths, polished but

has reached 85 billion sayingbyILNA.

cubic meters since the Close to 92% of Iran’s uqcarvedmarble,yogurt,

beginning of the current electricity (58,000 milk, cream, cucumbers,

fiscal in late March, up megawatts)isproducedin eggplarllts, applels and

4% compared tothesame 123 powerstationsmostof melamine dishes.
Kermanshah shares

around 371kilometers of
borderswithIragandthe
Iraqi Kurdistan Region.
With six official border
crossings, the province
accounts foralmosthalf
of [ran’sannual non-oil
exportstoIraq.



Islamicmonth of Muharram.

This comesafterthe Leaderofthe
I[slamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei urged
people late in July to observe
health protocols during
the Muharram mourning
ceremonies.

Expressinggratitudetotheselfless effortsofthehealthcare staffacross
the countryin the fightagainstthe coronavirus, the IDO chief said
“Weareobligedtoremovethe obstaclesinthe way people’sreligious
mourningduringMuharram.”
‘Andatthesametime,wewillexerteveryefforttomake surethehealth
protocolsare completely metin orderto preventthe spread of the
pandemic,’headded.

Earlier this month, Hojjatoleslami Ghomi said his organization is

IDO Chief:
Observinghealth protocolsduring
Muharram'atoppriority’

Head ofIslamic DevelopmentOrganization Hojatoeslam Mohammad
Ghomi says observing health protocols during the mourning
ceremoniesof Muharramis definitelyatop priority.
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RussiacallsonUS
tostop pumpingup
ME withweapons
In reaction to
Pompeo'ssatisfaction
with the PGCC's
letter against Iran,
Russia's Permanent
Representative
to International
Organizations in
Vienna sarcastically
calledonthe UStostop
pumpingup WestAsia
withweapons.
Inatweeton Tuesday,
Mikhail Ulyanovwrote,
"Itcould beadvisable
for USasthefirststep
to stop pumping up
the Middle Eastwith
weaponsfordozensof
billionsofdollars."

His tweet came as
US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo in his
Twitteraccountwrote,
"Countries in the
Middle East from the
Gulfto Israel support
extending the arms
embargo.Itisdeeply
important to every
oneofthem.Arabsand
Israelis are speaking
withonevoiceandthe
Security Councilmust
listen."

In a letter to the UN
Security Council on
Sunday, the Persian
Gulf Cooperation
Council (PGCC)
accused the Islamic
Republicoflran,calling
onUNSCtoextend the
armsembargoonIran.
According to
Resolution 2231, the
UN arms embargo
on Iran will end
on October 18.
Accordingtoreports,
the US will offer the
draft resolution
of extending arms
embargo in a UNSC
sessiontoday.
Chinaand Russiahave
clearly announced
that they will veto
such a resolution,
however, Foreign
Policy has reported
that Washington may
evenfailtoattractthe
required 9 votes to
passtheresolutionin
thefirstplace.
Alast-minuteattempt
by Britain, Franceand
Germany to broker
a compromise with
Russiaand China on
an arms embargo
extension appeared
unsuccessful so far,
some diplomats told
Reuters.

“This Us
administration’s goal
istoterminatethelran
nuclear deal,” said a
Europeandiplomat,
speakingoncondition
ofanonymity.

“Ourbiggestconcernistoraiseawarenessand contributetotheutmost
implementation ofthehealth protocolsinthesociety, Hottajoaleslam
Ghomisaidatasessiononthehealth protocols duringthe Muharram
ceremonies on Tuesday, which wasalsoattended by Health Minister

Saeed Namaki.

responsible forimplementingtheinitiatives ofthe National Task Force
for Fighting Coronavirus duringthe Muharram ceremonies.

The Council of Iranian Religious Congregations hasalso urged the
nationto followthe guidelines ofthe National Task Force for Fighting
Coronavirusinholdingmourning ceremonies duringthe upcoming

Liebanese govt. overthrow: coup instead of
accountability

After the Beirut blast, there needs to
be more accountability on the part of

Lebanese authorities, yet some foreign-

backed internal parties have been

advocatingapolitical coup againstthe

government.

Soon  after the
%jjw devastating explosion
. thatgutted outthe port

ISFRHAN
NEWS
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area of the Lebanese
capital, Beirut,awave of
political exploitation of
the turbulentsituation
was triggered. Before
theexplosion, Lebanon’sformer
Minister of Foreign Affairsand
Emigrants, Nassif YoussefHitti,
was forced to resign under
foreign pressure,and after the
explosion, pressureintensified
againstPrime Minister Hassan
Diab, callingforhisresignation.
Americanand Saudi media, in
the meantime, made efforts
tointensify their pressure on
Lebanoningeneraland against
Hassan Diabin particular,ina
bidtocausetensionand createa
politicalvacuumin the country.
Foreign pressure on Hassan
Diab's government, aimed at
creatingapolitical vacuumin
Lebanon, escalated tothe point
where the Lebanese Minister
of Health announced the
resignation of the Lebanese
cabinet. Beirut-based Al
Mayadeen satellite television
channel also reported that
Hassan Diabwould announce
his resignation shortly
afterward.

Following the resignation
of former Lebanese Foreign
Minister Nassif Hitti, Hassan
Diab quickly appointed his
successorinordertopreventa
political vacuuminhis country.
Political developments in
Lebanon were once again
on the right track after the
appointmentofanew foreign
minister when a sudden
explosionintheportofBeirut
changedallequations.

Thus, the Beirut explosion
became a perfect pretext for
certainleaders ofthe domestic

Plan on domesticoil sale
ratified initially, says

Rouhani

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said thatthe proposed
plantosell the country’s crude oil domestically has been
initially ratified by the Supreme Council of Economic

Coordination.

Speaking at the 158th session of the government’s
economic coordination meeting, Rouhanireferred to the
concerns of economic experts over the high volume of
liquidity among people and the need to guide thisliquidity
to the path of production and countering sanctions.

“People should be sure thatthe administration will spare
no effortto create peace and stability in the economy and

guard their assets,” Rouhanisaid.

Thehead of Executive Branch described the plan onselling

partiesand their foreignallies
toexactsome political revenge
against the government and
the resistance movement
in Lebanon. They saw the
post-explosion conditions
as a perfect opportunity to
implement a pre-planned
scenario of overthrowing
the government. That is
why the resignation process
did not end with the former
Lebanese foreign minister
and went as far as to include
the minister of Information,
minister of Environmentand
Administrative Development,
andalsotheminister of Justice.
Inaddition to some of Hassan
Diab's cabinet ministers,
a number of Lebanese
parliamentarians have also
resigned. Among them are
representatives of the Kataeb
Party affiliated with the March
14 Alliance and some other
figuresin this coalition. All of
thesepeople cited theirreason
forresignationashavinglost
allhopeforimprovementofthe
currentsituation of Lebanon
afterthe Beirutexplosion.

This trend of resignations
revealsacollective effortbased
onapre-designed scenarioin
ordertooverthrowthe cabinet
-somethingthatwilleventually
lead to a political vacuum
in Lebanon and will have
many adverse consequences
in various aspects. In the
meantime, one mustnotignore
the role of the United States

and France as the two most
influential actors in leading
the overthrow ofthe Lebanese
government.

Earlier, the Lebanese daily Al
Akhbar, referringto the efforts
of Washington and Paris to
weaken the government of
Hassan Diab, wrote, “the US
has always sought to weaken
Hassan Diab’s government
due to the positions taken
by the government. The
US ambassador's series of
interventionist remarks on
Lebanesepoliticaland domestic
issues prior to the Beirut
explosiontestifies to this claim.
Followingin the footsteps of
the United States, France has
exerted heavy pressure on
the Diab government. Parisis
furiouswith Diab."

Onthe other hand, a cursory
glance at the series of
interventionistremarks made
by French President Emmanuel
Macronafterhisvisitto Lebanon
followingthehorrificexplosion
attheportofBeirutrevealsthe
extentofforeignintervention
to create a political vacuum
in Lebanon. "I will return on
the firstof September, and if
they [the Lebanese leaders]
can'tdoit, I'll take my political
responsibility, Macronsaidin
remarks to crowds oflocalsin
Beirut.
Theseclearandstraightforward
statements by the French
presidentshowed thathe was
seekingtorevive the French

oildomestically via IRENEX as one of the important
people-centered economic plans. He said that the plan
can play aninfluential role in organizing the stockand
capital marketand be animportant step in countering
enemies’ sanctions againstthe country’s oil sales.
Rouhanihoped thatthe administration would be able to
implementthe plan afterits final ratification, however, he
didn’tprovide further details of the plan.
"Thisroadmap is a coherentsetof macro policiesin
various economic fields thathave been designed and
compiled for the next year so that the government
can protect the economy from external shocks and
create prosperity in people's lives and livelihoods,
while countering the economic war of the enemies and
overcoming the problems caused by the outbreak of
coronavirus.”
The President said thatrelying on domestic capabilities,
liberalizingand activating semi-active economic capacities

colonialismof Lebanonthrough
"dancingontheruinsof Beirut"
and considered the creation
ofapolitical riftin the country
asaprelude toachieving this
goal. In the meantime, one
cannotsimplyignore therole
ofsomeinternalmovementsin
Lebanon, especially the March
14 coalition, for siding with
foreignsidesinabidtocreatea
political crisisin Lebanon.

A case in point is the recent
remarks of Walid Jumblatt,
presidentofthe Progressive
Socialist Party, whose position
has alwaysbeen close to that
ofthe March 14 coalition. He
has explicitly called for the
overthrow of Hassan Diab's
government and stated that
thisgovernmentshould be put
ontriall Some media outlets
affiliated with March 14
coalitionhavealsomaintained
that the countdown to the
overthrow ofthe government
would begin in the coming
weeks! These remarks show
thatsomeinternal partiesin
Lebanonhave putontheagenda
a"political coup" against the
government with the aim of
overthrowingit.
Fromwhathasbeensaid, itis
clear thattherecent wave of
resignationsin Lebanonisnot
spontaneousbutapre-planned
scenarioand its perpetrators
havedecided thattheturbulent
situation caused by the Beirut
explosionisthe perfecttimeto
executethisscenario.

“All the mourners, mourning
gatherings and eulogists must follow
whatisannouncedbythe National Task Force

for Fighting Coronavirus, becauseitisaveryimportant
issue,’the Leaderasserted.

NEWS

World Food Program to Send
Wheat Flourto Lebanon

A report by the UN Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) released Tuesday said the
World Food Program would be sending 50,000 tons of
wheatflourto Beiruttostabilize Lebanon'swheatsupply.
AReutersreportFridayrevealed Lebanon's government
held no strategic stockpile of grain before last week's
blastatthe portand all privately held stocks at the
country'sonly grainsilo were destroyedin the explosion.
The flour will be sent "to stabilize the national supply
and ensure thereisno food shortage inthe country," the
reportsaid.

Currentflourreservesin Lebanon were estimated to
covermarketneeds for sixweeks.

"Aninitial shipmentof 17,500 tonsis due toarrivein
Beirutwithin the coming 10 days to supply bakeries for
onemonth,"thereportsaid.

Thehead ofthe UN food agency said Monday he’s "very,
very concerned" Lebanon could run outofbreadinabout
2 Y2 weeksbecause 85% ofthe country's grain comes
through Beirut's devastated port-buthebelievesanarea
ofthe portcanbe made operational thismonth.

David Beasley,whoisin Beirutassessing damage and
recovery prospects, told avirtual UN briefing on the
humanitarian situation followinglast week’s explosion
inthe Lebanese capital that "atthe devastated site, we
foundafootprintthatwe can operate onatemporary
basis."

Biden Expected to Announce US
Presidential Running Mate This

Week: Source

US Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden has
interviewed the finalists to be his running mate and his
campaignisreadyingtoannounce his choiceassoonas
thisweek, aperson familiarwith the processsaid.
Biden and his potential vice president will formally
accepttheparty’snominationatthe DemocraticNational
Convention,scheduled for Aug. 17-20,and heis expected
toannouncehis pickbeforeitbegins.

The New York Times reported earlier on Monday that
Biden’s campaign plans to announce adecisionassoon
as Tuesday, but more likely on Wednesday; citing people
briefed ontheselectionprocess.

The newspaper said the committee thatscreened the
candidateshad “effectively disbanded” after completing
its work. It noted that Biden has missed previous
deadlines to announce his pick, and that the timeline
could “slipagain.”

ABiden campaign spokesmandeclined tocomment.
Biden, the formervice presidentunder Barack Obama,
has committed to pickinga womanas his running mate
and has come underincreasing pressure from some
Democraticleadersandactivists for hertobe Black.
They argue Biden otherwise risks dampening
enthusiasm among Black voters who are so crucial
tothe Democratic base and his hopes of unseating
Republican President Donald Trump in November’s
election, particularly as the country hasbeen gripped
with protestsagainstracial injustice.

in
the countryand using

publicparticipation areimportantfeatures of this
program and said, "This roadmap creates coordination
amongall active economicsectors, and will draw a bright
horizon for the country for the nextyear”




Trumpabusing Iranarms embargo towin 2020 election
AformerIraniandiplomatbelieves USefforts to extend thearmsembargoonIran
aimtoinfluence the 2020 election, butexactly like the previous proposal, it will
resultinnothingbutdefeat.

Speakinginaninterview with Mehr News Agency, Iranian Former Ambassadorto
Poland Ramin Mehmanparastreacted to US effortsto extend arms embargoonIran,
which expiresin Octoberbased on UN Security Council Resolution 2231, explaining
"Whatisinferred from the US efforts to extend embargos against Iranis that Americansare
moreinterestedinlaunchingpropagandaand waging psychological warfare."

The Americansaretryingtousetheissue ofthearmsembargo on Iranand JCPOA in favorofinfluencing the
2020USpresidential election through psychological warfareand propaganda, he noted.
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but he has also made
the worst mistakes
the United States has
made in decades,”
Rabiei said when asked
about US President
Donald Trump's claim
thathe would reach an
agreement with Iran
immediatelyifre-elected
in the November US
presidential election.

Dollar holds its ground as investors
await U.S. stimulus talks

Envoy rejects effect of sanctions on Italy's
cultural activities in Iran

[talian Ambassador to Tehran Giuseppe Perrone says that

his countryand Iran enjoy longstandingrelations, and the

sanctions could notinterruptItaly's cultural activitiesin Iran.

Of course, sanctionsare challenging, butcould
notcreate obstacles tohold [cultural] events
and exhibitions, Perrone told IRNA in an
interview.

[taly didall culturalactivitiesithad planned to
holdinIran,theambassadorsaid.
Elaborating on measures taken by Italian
Embassyin Tehrantostrengthenlongstanding
relations, theambassadorsaid thatmany plans
havebeenimplementedinline withwidening
cultural cooperation.
Suchlongstandingrelationsindicate common
identity,theambassadoradded.

Henoted thatthetwonationshave deepmutual
understandingrootedinrich civilization.
ItalyhasbeenactiveinIranoverthe pastyears
and had done many cultural activitiesin the
areas of cinema, theater, architecture and
archeology, said Perrone stressingthatRome
will continue cooperation with Tehran.

He said thatthe Urban Art Units projectwas
unveiled fewmonthsago tobean opportunity
forltalianand Iranianartiststoworktogether

togetknowledge aboutculture ofoneanother.
Atthe same time, the [talian Embassy has
plannedto co-sponsororganizingan exhibition
infuturein cooperation with differentIranian
partners.
Headdedthathisembassyhasfocused onthe
greatnessof [ranianarchitectureintheItalian
magazine.

Referringto the coronavirus pandemicwhich
has created obstacles to many world events
since its outbreak in December 2019, the
ambassador said thatthe deadlyvirus changed
timesand placesofsomeplans.

Meanwhile, Italian and Iranian artists
continued cooperation through online
programs,hesaid.

Turningtotheissue ofRome-Tehraneconomic
cooperation, the ambassador said Italy was
Iran'snumberonetrade partnerin Europe for
years,buttoday,ithasstood atsecondplace.
Henoted thathis country makesits all-out
effortsto enhance economicrelations once
again.

Asked about the role of reporters and
journalistsinbilateral ties, Perrone said they
canplayanimportantroleinestablishmentof
sustainablerelationsbetweenthe twonations.
Further,he gave opinionaboutIran,sayingthat
Iranisacountrywithdiverse cultureand deep
andrichcivilization.

China Professorcalls
forboosting Beijing-

two countries.

enjoyenhancedrelationsbetweenthe  different exhibitions beautifully

showcased preciousIranianartifacts

Vaccine experts say US President Donald Trump will notbe

able tohavea coronavirusvaccine ready by Election Day.

Contraryto his predictions, Trump won'thave
acoronavirus vaccine ready by Election Day,
vaccine experts tell CNN after reviewing data
from Moderna, the first company to begin its
Phase 3 clinical trials of a coronavirus vaccine
inthe United States.

"There's no way. There'sjust no way," said Dr.
Peter Hotez,avaccinologistat Baylor College of
Medicine and a CNN medical analyst.
Lastweek Trump said he was "optimistic" a
vaccine would be ready around Election Day on
November 3.

"Ibelieve we'llhave the vaccine before the end
oftheyear, certainly, butaround thatdate, yes.1
thinkso," Trump said Thursday.
CNNobtained partofan email Moderna sent
on Friday to the principal investigators of its
vaccine trials. Itsays 4,536 study subjectshave
enrolled inthetrials.

The trial started the morning of July 27 and
intends to enroll 30,000 study subjects. The
company hassaidit's "on track to complete
enrollmentin September."
Modernawon'tmake that30,000in September
ifthey continue at the rate of the first two
weeks, butit'slikely the speed of enrollment
will ramp up, since as of Friday only 54 of the

'No Way' Trump Can Have Vaccine by Election
Day: Experts

study's 89 sites were operating, according to
the company'semail toitsresearchers.
Moderna'snumbersdid increase significantly
fromthe first week of the trial to the second
week.

Evenif Moderna doesreach its goal of full
enrollmentduring the month of September,
the company still won'thave a vaccine on the
market by Election Day, infectious disease
experts say.

"Idon'tseehowthatwould be possible," said Dr.
Paul Offit,avaccinologistat Children's Hospital
of Philadelphia.

After Moderna enrolls its subjects and gives
themtheir first shot, they then have to wait 28
daysbefore givingthemasecond shot.
Thatmeans participants enrolled at the end
of September won'tbe getting their second
injections until the end of October. Offit said
theythenhave to waittwo weeks forthevaccine
tobecome fully effective.

"Thattakesyou pastElection Day," Offitsaid.
Afterthat, theresearchershave towaitand see
who gets sickwith Covid-19 and who does not.
Halfthe study participants arereceiving the
realvaccine, and half geta placebo, orashot
thatdoesnothing. Neither the participantsnor
the doctors giving the vaccines know who got
whichinjections.

Both Offit and Hotez predict there will be
results from the Moderna study in the first
quarterof2021attheearliest.

'Tehran cultural ties

Standing Director of China National
Artsand Crafts Society of Tsinghua
University, Professor Zhang Fuye,
said on Tuesday thathe believes that
boosting Tehran-Beijing culturaltiesis
effectiveforenhancedrelations.

Speaking exclusively to IRNA on
Tuesday, Fuye said thatlongrecord
indiplomaticand political relations
between ChinaandIranisalsothebest
periodofcooperationthatcanbeagood
experienceforthenextgenerationsto

Along with politics and economy, andhandicrafts,headded.

culture and art are two important
areas for fosteringbilateral ties, Fuye,
the Distinguished Professor of Arts
Academyof China, noted.

Although the pandemic has made
the world countries lessen level of
relations, Iran's culture, art and
handicraftsstillhave greatpotential to
beintroducedin China, the professor
stated.

Before the Dec 2019 outbreak of
coronavirus worldwide, active
presence of the Iranian artists in

The Chinese professor said that the
Persian culturehasalwaysattracted the
worldattention.

He said thatthe Chinese artists are
willingto foster tieswith the Iranians
inthepost-coronaviruseraandhosting
thelranianartslikebefore.

Thedeadly coronavirusradiatingfrom
Wuhan, China,in December2019has
affectednear20,245,000 peopleacross
the world and killed over 738,000
people; whileinIranthenumber ofthe
deadismorethan 18,600.

UNSCFacing Big
Testof Independence

on Iran Arms Embar-
go Extension: Official

The Iranian president’s chief
of staff called on the UN Security
Councilmembersto display their
independence in the big test of
votingagainsta US-initiated bill on
the extension ofan arms embargo
onlranwhichis goingto expirein

Octoberunderthe 2015 nuclear
deal.

Inatweet on Monday, Mahmoud
Vaezisaid the upcoming session
ofthe UN Security Council to vote
onthe US-drafted resolutionisa
“bigtest” for the Council'smember
states."The member states of the
Security Councilareonthevergeofa
bigtesttoshowtheirindependence
by giving a negative vote to the US
regime'spressures,whichareaimed
atimposingitswill againstIran,

violating the UN Security Council
Resolution 2231 and leading the
2015 nuclear deal (JCPOA) to
collapse," hesaid.

During past months, Washington
has stepped up calls for the
extensionofthe UN armsembargo
on Iran, which will expire in
Octoberunder UN Security Council
Resolution 2231, which endorses
the Iran nuclear deal, officially
knownastheJointComprehensive
PlanofAction (JCPOA).
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