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NEWS

Agro Sector Gobbles Up91%
of Water

Anestimated 90% ofthe renewable water resourcesin
Markazi Provinceis consumed intheagriculture sector,
managingdirector of Markazi Regional Water Company
said.

Thisiswhile,alarge partofthe waterused for farming
iswasted dueto oldandinefficientirrigation systems
used by farmers. “The efficiency of flood irrigationis
barely 30% with 70% wasted,” ISNA quoted Ezatolah
Ameriassaying.

Natural renewable water resources are the total
amountofaregions water resources, both surface
waterand groundwater, whichisgenerated throughthe
hydrological cycle. Theamountiscomputed onayearly
basis.

“Ofthetotal 3 billion cubicmeters of renewable waterin
the province, 91%isused by farmers, 5% for drinking
and4%inindustry,headded.

Surfacewatercomprises 700 million cubicmetersofthe
renewablewaterintheprovinceand 2.3bcmcomesfrom
groundwaterresources.
Floodirrigationisanoldirrigating method. Water
isdeliveredto the field viaditch, pipe, or some other
meansand simply flows overthe ground through tothe
field. Thismethod isnotefficient compared with other
modernoptions.

Accordingto Ameri,ithasbeenplanned toreduce water
consumptionintheagrosectorandincreaseefficiency
through differentprograms.

Drip irrigation is one of the most efficient and
appropriate systems. Instead of wetting the whole field
surface, waterisapplied onlytothe plantrootzone. The
primary goal of dripirrigationistoapply wateratthe
time whenplantsneed it mostand ayrates needed for
properplantgrowth.

“Thereare 7,000legal agricultural wellsand 2,600 are
unauthorized,” Amerisaid.

“Inthe pasttwo decades 3,000 illegal wellshave been
sealedandtherestwillbeshutgradually”.
Regardingtheinstallation of smartmetersonwells, he
said: "Theinstallation of the metersis mandatory, but
therearediscrepanciesinthe budgetlawin terms of
financing. Sometimes the governmentpays foritand
sometimes the paymentisleftto the farmers. In the
latter case, the farmershesitate toinstall the meters,and
financial constraintshave slowed down the process.”
Sofar, 1,500 meters have beeninstalled on the wells,
whichhasprevented overdraftofupto34 mcmofwater.
Thenumbershould reach 7,000 in future, the official
noted.
Asmartmeterisamodernelectricitymeterthatdigitally
sends meterreadingsto energy suppliers. Itensures
accurate energy bills. Smart meters also come with
monitors sothatusers cansee and adjust (reduce)
consumption.

Agro-wells equipped with the new system help in
efficiently monitoringwater extraction.
Favorablerainsinthelasttwoyearsin Markazi Province
have filled the dams. According to the official, in the
pastwateryear (September 2018-August2019),the
amountofrainfallinthe province was 477 millimeters,
whichwasin factan exceptional year. Since the start of
the currentwateryear (September2019),356 mm of
rainfallhasbeenregistered, which showsanincrease of
31%compared tothelongterm.

Markaziprovince has two large dams, Kamal Saleh
Dammin Shazand and Al-Ghadir Damin Saveh, which
nowarealmostfull.

The total reservoir capacity of Al-Ghadir Damis 280
mcm, whichis90% full. [tswaterisused foragriculture
and drinking. The total volume of water Kamal Saleh
Dam canholdis 97 mem. Itis 90% full.

Thereare 45 small damsin the province, which have
beenfilledinthelasttwoyears, Amerisaid.
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Iran’s auto industry wasinahopelessand

failing platform even before Donald Trump

imposed tough new economic sanctions

in 2018 after getting out of Iran’s historic

nuclearagreement.

As  expected,
the US penalties
disrupted and
gradually cut off
the supply of raw
materials and
autopartsonamassivescale.
Foreign carmakers and part
suppliers walked away from
thelucrative market fearing
Washington’sire.
Multifarious  solutions
have been proposed by
authorities to minimize the
negative impact of the US
president’s open animosity
and ‘economicwar’, namely
against Iran’s  major
industries. The proposals
have produced nothing of
essence, save for car prices
goingthroughtheroof!
TheMinistry of Industriesisin
charge ofregulating theloss-
making carmakingindustry.
Over the years (decades),
theministry’sthickties with
theundeservingsectorand
vestedinterests ofsomestate
actorshasimpeded effortsfor
realreform.
Corruptionscandalsrunning
intothe hundreds of millions
ofdollarshave been exposed
further tarnishing the auto
sector’s publicimage. The
scandalshave made economic
experts and informed
observers wonder whether
theparalyzedindustryhasa
future.

As part of the ministry’s
agenda to revitalize the
sector, localization of parts
and technologies has been
puthighontheagendaofthe
governmentand carmakers.
However, simultaneously
importpermits wereissued
for low auto parts like
mudguards.
Ina2018report, reviewing
data from the Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs
Administration, the Financial

NEWS

7

Tribunerevealed thatsuch
permitshad beenissued for
years. The dataisnolonger
available and it cannot be
ascertained whether the
practicestill continues.
Dilemma ofParts Makers
Domesticauto part makers
are having a harder time
procuring raw material and
keypartsfromforeignsources
duetothe USsanctions, an
industryinsidertold the semi-
officialnewsagency ISNA this
week.

Mohsen Razmkhah said
theindustry has falleninto
stagnation due to soaring
currency rates that make it
almostimpossibletoimport
machineryand equipment.
Since the summer 0of 2018
whenthe US sanctions were
reimposed, the rial haslost
abouttwo-thirds ofits value,
and pricesofalmostallgoods
havesoaredtounprecedented
highs. The greenback was
trading at 235,000 rials in
Tehranon Wednesday August
5),thoughithardly fetched
42,000rialstwoyearsearlier.
Castigating the state’s poor
management of the ailing
sector, Razmkhah said,
“Loansgiventothisstruggling
industry have done what
sedativesdo.”

The governmentis the main
shareholder of the biggest
carcompanies-- Iran Khodro
and Saipa. Bothauto ‘giants’
arelivingonborrowed time,
soitseems. They havelong
beensinkinginaseaofred
inkand are always salvaged
by the state and government
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on the threadbare pretext
that“thousandsofjobsareat
stake.”
Borrowinghasnotand will
not solve the deepening
problems of auto parts
manufacturers and an
effective strategyisrequired
torevivetheindustry,hesaid.
Giving a more optimistic
perspective, Abdolvahab
Sahlabadi, head of the
House of Industry, Mine
and Trade of Iran, affiliated
to the namesake ministry,
said automotive companies
are in direct contact with
parts makers, so they must
forge closer collaboration
to overcome the current
economicheadwinds.

“With financial
mismanagement,
automakers’ debts are
pilingup, causingtrouble for
bothsides. Part makersare
struggling to finance their
operationsand thishaskilled
theirmotivationand working
spirit,"hesaid.
InDecember2019,the Tehran
Chamber of Commerce
announced thatIran Khodro
(IKCO) and Saipa are very
closetoinsolvency and owe
partsmakers 230trillionrials
($987million).
“Carmakersshould cutcosts,
pay theirdebtsand build a
meaningful collaboration
with partsmakers.”
Localization

Inlinewith effortstoincrease
indigenization ofauto parts,
IKCOlaunched 175 projects
inlateJune.

Farshad Moqimi, the IKCO

boss, said the projects would
cutdemand for foreign auto
parts to the tune of €246
million.

To accelerate the projects,
IKCO signed an agreement
with Iran’s Tejarat Bank to
supportSMEsinthekeyauto
partssector.

The projects include mass
production of key parts for
passenger and commercial
vehicles to supply IKCO
productionlines.

Moqimi said making auto
partsinside the country is
awin-win situation simply
because it creates much-
needed jobs and reduces
dependency on foreign
suppliers.
Elaboratingonindigenization
plans, the Industries Ministry
inMarch said with domestic
production of 70 key parts
since July 2019, the auto
industry saved €127 million.
The claims cannot be
independentlyverified.
Implementation of measures
toincreaselocal contentin
vehicles have had some
positive impacton the auto
industry. Only time will tell
whether this policy and
practice canbe sustained.
After a year of declining
output, domestic auto
output picke upinthe first
quarter of the current fiscal
year in March. According
to the Industries Ministry
data, output increased by
9.4% during the first three
months (March 20-June 20)
compared to the year-ago
period.

Crude Prices Snap-4Day Winning
Streak

Oil prices fell for the firsttimein
four days on Wednesday, slipping
fromasmuchasfive-monthhighs
asmounting coronavirus cases
worldwideandinthe United States
undercutmarketconfidenceabout
apotential pickupinfueldemand.
Brentcrude wasdown 4 cents, or
0.1%,at$44.39abarrel.Itfinished
0.6% higher on Wednesday - the
highest close since March 6, CNBC
reported.West Texas Intermediate
oilwasdown 8 cents, or0.2%, at
$41.62 a barrel. The contract
ended Tuesday trading 1.7%
higher, itshighestclose sincelate

July.Coronavirus cases continued
toriseinthe United States, and
deathsareatmorethana1,000a
day, while dozens of states have
hadtopauseorscalebackplansto
reopentheireconomies.Still, abig
fallin USinventories of crude oil
providedabottomtoprices.Crude
inventories were down by 8.6
millionbarrelsinthe weekto Aug.
1to520millionbarrels,compared
withanalysts’ expectationsfora
drop of 3million barrels.Official
figures fromthe US Department
of Energy were due outlater on
Wednesday.
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Local Firms
Meet40% of
Stationery

Demand
Domestic production
meets almost 40%
of Iran's demand
for stationery
products, according
to the CEO of Iranian-
Islamic Stationery
Association.
"Domestic share
was 20% eightyears
ago. Since then
Iranian producers
increasingly made
foraysinto the market
to produce varieties
of stationery to suit
the home market.
In terms of quality,
our stationery can
compete with foreign
products,” Mohammad
Yaqini was quoted as
saying by the Persian-
language economic
newspaper Donya-e-
Eqtesad.

Iran’s stationery
market’s annual
turnover nowisabout
60 trillionrials ($257
million).

The official noted
thatthe coronavirus
pandemichasreduced
Iran’s stationery
marketto athird and
itisnotclear whether
itwould bounce back
if and when schools
reopen.

Iran’s 34 stationery
producers have
created 5,000 jobs,
according to figures
released by the
Ministry of Industries,
Minesand Trade.
There are eight pen
manufacturers
with total nominal
capacity to produce
656 million pens a
year while domestic
demandis 300 million
to 350 million. These
companiesso far have
created 1,000 jobs,
IRNAreported.
Almost57 millionpens
wereimportedintothe
countryduringthelast
Iranian year (March
2019-20) down
30.48% compared to
theyearbefore.
There are also four
felt-tip pen production
factoriesinthe country
with total nominal
capacity of 248.5
million pens peryear.
Domestic demand
for felt-tip pens
currently is between
145 millionand 150
million perannumand
these factories have
provided employment
for890 people.



Krasny Zvezda (Red Star), Anadolu Agency reported.
Theministryadded: “Onceradarhas detected thelaunch
of ballistic missiles attacking Russian territory, the
militaryleadership will be automatically informed and
will determine the scale of nuclear weapons’ use.”

The newspaper also said
nuclear weapons will also
be used to repel attacks
using weapons of mass
destruction, aggression

Non-nuclear attack could
trigger nuke response:
Russia
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UNscramblestoget
food, medical aid to

Beirut

The United Nations said
Friday it was urgently
trying to get food, aid
and medical equipment
to Beirut following the
devastatingexplosionthat
rippedapartthe Lebanese
capital'sport.

The UN's World Food
Program (WFP) warned
that as economically
ravaged Lebanonimports
85% of its food, the
flow could be severely
damaged.

The World Health
Organization (WHO),
meanwhile, said it lost
several containers of
essentialmedical supplies
intheblast, with personal
protective equipment

(PPE) completely
destroyed.
"WFPisconcernedthatthe

explosionand the damage
tothe portwillexacerbate
an already grim food
security situation," said the
agency's spokeswoman
Elisabeth Byrs, AFP
reported.

The severe damage to
Lebanon's largest port
"couldlimittheflow offood
suppliesinto the country
and push food prices
beyondthereachofmany;"
sheadded.

Byrssaid the WFP would
be allocating 5,000 food
parcelstoaffected families,
which containenoughfood
tofeed afamily offive fora
month.
Itisalsoplanningtoimport
wheat flour and grains
for bakeries and mills to
help protectagainstfood
shortages.

The WHO said hospitals
were overwhelmed with
injured patients,withthree
hospitals now deemed
non-functional, putting
400 bedsoutofuse,and
a further two hospitals
partiallydamaged, putting
afurther 100bedsbeyond
use.WHO called for $15
million (12.7 million
euros) tocoverimmediate
emergency trauma and
humanitarian health
needs.Itsaid hundreds of
thousands of PPEitems for
the country's coronavirus
responseweredestroyed.
UNICEF, the UN children's
agency, said preliminary
numbers suggested that
upto 100,000 children's
homeshadbeendamaged
ordestroyedandtheywere
nowdisplaced.

"We have initial reports
of over 120 public and
private schools that
have sustained damage,"
serving approximately
55,000 children, UNICEF
spokeswoman Marixie
Mercadosaid.

Inapossiblewarningto the USand Western allies, Russia
announced Friday it will consider any missile attack as
beingnuclearin nature,and so will resultin anuclear

response.

“Any missile attack will be considered nuclear, because
thereisno possibility ofidentifying what type of the
warhead itcarries,and will trigger anuclearresponse,”
Russia’s Defense Ministry said in its official newspaper

Publication of the procedures follows President
Vladimir Putin this June signinganew policy on nuclear
deterrenceallowing nuclear weaponstobeused torepel
aconventional armsattackifitthreatens the homeland.
By specifiying thatanon-nuclear attack can trigger
Russian nuclearretaliation, the procedure appears to
warn the USandits allies againstany missile attack on
Russia, nuclear ornot.

with

weapons, and attempts
to destroy critical Russian
facilities.
Russiahasrepeatedlyargued that
itsnuclear capability is defensive in
nature,and thatithasapolicy ofnotbeingthe

conventional

firsttolaunch anuclear strike.

Iran President Hails Journalists’ Role
in Tackling Spread of Fake News

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani

praised the effective role of journalists in

confronting the spread of fake news.

In a Friday message
marking the National
Journalists’ Day,
Rouhani said Iran is
currently under the
maximum pressure
of sanctions and
misinformation.

Under such circumstances,
he said, the country needs
journalists who take the
reality out of the rubble of
distortion,and add real hope
tojudgementsandanalysesso
astomakethemmorerealistic.
Hereferred to the National
Journalists’ Day as a day of
commemorating precious
valueslike truth-seekingand
awarenessraising,

“Atthe currenttime when fake
news and false accounts are
targetingthe people’shope
and trust, we are more than
everinneed of arelentless
pursuit of reality,awareness
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raisingand unbiased account
ofevents,”headded,according
to IFP News.Rouhani said
“our world and our country
stillneed humanbeingswho
prefertruth toanybelonging,
and shed light on the
complications, ambiguities,
anddarknessofourtime.”

“In the battle of accounts
and in the confrontation of
authentic/fake and valid/
invalid data, our country

iswholeheartedly praising
journalists who report the
reality in full, whether it is
bitter orsweet,” the president
added."Webelieve awareness
isastrongshield forthesociety,
and a safe shelter for public
opinion. Our future hingeson
choices,and the consequence
of choices depends on the
existence or nonexistence of
awareness.”
Rouhani

praised  the

journalists’ role these days,
amid the COVID-19 outbreak,
and described them as
protectorsofboth truth and
health.

“One can see the heroes of
Iran’s confrontation with the
coronavirus pandemicboth
inhospitalsand the medical
systemandinthe production
sector of the economy and
among media professionals,”
headded.

Zariferiticizes
Googleforitsbiased
translation

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarifin a message criticized Google for
its biased translation of condolences to
Lebanese people."When Persian speakers
wantto express their condolences to the

Lebanese in Arabic or English, Google
translatesitas'congratulations'," Zarifwrote
inhis Twitteraccount on Wednesday."Yet
thereisnosuch 'technicalglitch'ifone wishes
to condole Israel or the US. What gives @
Google?," headded.A massive explosion
rocked the Lebanese capital of Beirut
leavingavery highnumber of casualties.A
warehouse atthe Beirut Port caught fire
on Tuesday afternoon, triggering a huge
explosion, Lebanon’s official National News

Agency (NNA) reported.Several smaller
explosions were heard before the bigger
oneoccurred.Abbas Ibrahim, the head of
Lebanon’s General Security, said that “highly
explosive materials” ammonium nitrate
confiscated earlierhad beenstoredatthesite.
Footage shared onthesocialmedia captured
the momentofthe bigger explosion, with
columnsofthicksmokebillowingfastacross
severalhundreds of metersand shrouding
thearea.

Iran’s Shamkahni
Reacts to Brian
Hook’s Surprise
Resignation

Secretary of Iran’s Supreme National
Security Council Ali Shamkhanireacted
to the surprise departure of US Special
Representative for [ran Brian Hook from
his post, saying that Washington’s so-called
‘maximum pressure’ campaign against
Tehran has failed.

The ultimate objective of Washington’s so-
called ‘maximum pressure’ campaign was
Iran’s collapseaswell as ‘regime change’in
the country, Shamkhanitweeted on Friday.
Thisaim, however,hasnow changedasthe
USadministrationis seeking to prevent
[ran from turning into a wealthy country,
headded.

“Brian (Hook) like John (Bolton) left the
White House without any achievement.
Mike (Pompeo) may also need to packup
andleave before (Donald) Trump,” the top
official said.

Hook, isleaving his postand US special

representative for Venezuela, Elliott
Abrams, willadd Iranto hisrole “following
a transition period” with Hook, US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said on
Thursday.

Hook, 52, wasappointed tothetopIranrole
atthe US State Departmentinlate 2018
and tried tolead Washington’s so-called
“maximum pressure” campaign on Tehran
after Trump pulled outofthe 2015 nuclear
dealbetween Iranand the world powers.
Pompeo did not give a reason for the
changebutwroteinatweetthat Hook was
movingon to the private sector.
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Amir-Abdollahian:
Lebanonneeds assistance,

solidarity, notintervention

Iranian Parliament Speaker's Special Aide for
International Affairs has lashed out at French
PresidentEmanuel Marcon'’s flagrantinterferencein
Lebanon’saffairsafterthe Beirutexplosion.“President
Emmanuel Macron's warningin Lebanon wasn't
aheal tothe wound of the Beirutblast,” Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian tweeted on Saturday.“With united
ethnicities, faithsand movements, Lebanon who has
stood firmly againstIsrael can maintain national unity,
independence’Amir-Abdollahianstressed, “Lebanon
needs assistance and solidarity, notintervention
by external parties.”"Macron hasasked fora “new
political pact”amongthe Lebanese groupsin flagrant
interferenceinthe Arab country’s internal affairs
justtwo days after a devastating blast gutted out
the Beirutport.“Iwilltalktoall political forces toask
themforanewpact.lamheretodaytoproposeanew
political pacttothem,” said the French presidentin
central Beiruton Thursday,addressingangry crowds
ofpeople.“Iwillbebackon September 1,and ifthey
can'tdoit, I'lltake my political responsibility” toward
Lebanon, said Macronwhoalso promised mobilizing
aid. “Iguarantee you this - aid willnotgo to corrupt
hands,”headded.OnTuesdayafternoon,acatastrophic
explosionrockedthe Lebanese capital of Beirut, killing
atleast 137 peopleand woundingabout5,000 others.
Dozensofpeoplearestillmissing,and atleast 300,000
peoplehavebeendisplaced asaresultofthe colossal
blast,whichleveled thewhole portandalarge section
of central Beirutand turned successive apartment
blocksintomasses of debrisand twisted metal.

Speaker calls for steps torealize
unityamong Muslimleaders

Iranian parliamentspeaker has congratulated Eid
al-Ghadirtothe politicaland religious figures of the
Shiaworld.

In messages to political and religious figures of
the Shiaworld on Saturday, Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf congratulated the arrival of Eid al-Ghadir.
The speakeradded, "Inthe currentcritical situation
oftheIslamicworld and in the shadow ofadhering
tothe Holy Quranand the Ahlal-Bayt (PBUH), itis
necessary to take andrealize our strongand unifying
stepswith unity and practice ofthe teachings of pure
[slam."Saturday marks Eid al-Ghadir, whichisthe day
whenthe Prophetoflslamappointed Aliibn AbiTalib
(PBUM) --thefirst Shialmam--ashis successorand
Muslims’nextleader.ProphetMohammadannounced
hisappointment on the way back from hislast Hajj
pilgrimage fourteen centuries ago.Shia Muslims
celebrate thisauspicious occasion around the world.
Eid al-Ghadir comeseightdays afteranother great
festivity, called Eid al-Adha orthe Feastof Sacrifice-an
importantfestival on the [slamiccalendarthatmarks
the climax ofthe annual hajj pilgrimage in Meccaand
Medina.

Iran Asks UNtoHold US
Accountable for Plane

Interception

Iran urged the United Nations to hold the USaccountable for
theinterception ofan Iranian passenger plane by two American
fighterjetsin the skies over Syrialastmonth, whichitcalled an

“unlawful” and an “adventuristicact.”

Inidentical letters to UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
and the UN Security Council circulated on Friday, Iran’s UN
Ambassador Majid Takht Ravanchi said Tehran “expresses
its strongest objections against this violation of international
law and will pursue the issue through relevantinternational

bodies.”

The Iranian envoy said a Mahan Airlines Airbus A310 en
route from Tehran to Beiruton July 23 “was aggressively and
unexpectedly intercepted” by two US F-15 fighter jets while

traveling through internationally specified air corridorsin
Syria’sairspace, the Associated Pressreported.
“Inreaction to the offensive and hazardous maneuverings
ofthe United States fighter jets and in order to save the
civil aircraft and passengers’ lives, the airliner had to
change altitude abruptly, causinginjuries to the passengers
onboard,” theambassador said.
Takht Ravanchi said that in line with provisions of the
Convention on International Civil Aviation, Iran’s civil aviation
organization contacted Syrian authorities and called for “a
promptand accurate investigation of the incident.” He said
Iranian authorities also launched an investigation after the
planereturned from Beirut.
Theresults of both investigations will be released “after the

revisionand finalization of the collected dataand information”

byboth teams, the [ranian ambassadornoted.
“Itis obvious thatthe actby the United States fighterjetsis a
flagrantviolation of the aviation security and freedom of civil

aviation

reflected in the 1944

Chicago Convention on International Civil Aviation and
itsrelevantannexes as well as an infringement ofthe 1971
Montreal Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts

againstthe Safety of Civil Aviation,” he said.




'Irannot to consider Hook’s departureas game-changer'
Inreaction to Brian Hook’s departure, the spokesman for Iran’s mission to the
United Nations said thatIran willnotdo so regardless of whois in charge of
implementing thisbankruptpolicy.Hook’s departure “doesnotconcernusand
isnotsomethingwe considerasagame-changer;’ Alireza Miryousefi, spokesman
forIran’s mission to the United Nationsin New York, told Reuters.“The so-called
‘maximum pressure’ campaign waged by the USgovernmenthasfailed,”hesaid. “Iranis
notonitsknees,andwillnotdosoregardlessofwhoisin charge ofimplementing thisbankrupt

policy. The USbidatthe Security Council to extend the arms embargoisakey testthatsome diplomats say
willlikely failasitlacks thenecessary support,and veto powers Russiaand Chinahavealready signaled their
opposition, Reutersadded.
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Hook, His
Non-nuclear Successor: Iran’s
attack could Spokesman

Iran’s Foreign Ministry
spokesman downplayed

the surprise departure

B of US State Department’s
pointmanonIran Brian
Hook, saying thatthere
isnodifference between
him and his successor
when it comes to the
US Iran policy.“No

triggernuke
response: Russia
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Morning call to prayer : difference between
04:54:10 John Bolton, Brian
N It I HookorElliott Abrams;
e MSAT PR Lt whenitcomestothe US
13:08:48 Iran policy, American
Evening call to prayer: officialshave beenbitten
20:12:53 off more thanthey could
chew,” Seyed Abbas

Mousavisaidinatweet

onFriday.“Sameapplies
to Mike Pompeo, Donald
Trump AND their
successors,” headded,
describing the US’ Iran
policy as a “bankrupt”

Iran Auto Industry Future
Uncertain
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Russiato Register World’s 1st COVID19-
Vaccine by Next Week

Nasrallah Dismisses Rumors on Cache of
Hezbollah Missiles in Beirut Port

the four countries worstaffected by the epidemic,
alongwiththeUS, Brazil,and India. Russia’s 14,725

addingthattherole ofthe medics, rescue teams,
municipalities, religiousboardsand individuals

Russian Health Ministry said thatthe country will register the

Secretary General of the Lebanese Hezbollah resistance

world’s first coronavirusvaccine on August 12.

movement Seyed Hassan Nasrallah categorically denied the

Westernreports thatthe fatal blastin Beiruthad been caused

by the missiles and ammunition that Hezbollah may have

stockpiled atthep

ort.

Inatelevised speech on Friday, Nasrallahrejected
thefabricated reportsthatstores ofammunition
belongingto Hezbollahhave caused the August4
explosioninBeirutport.

“I categorically deny the claim thatHezbollah has
stores of missiles,ammunition oranythingelse,”
henoted.

Nasrallah also offered deep condolences to the
families ofthe martyrsofthe Beirutblast,hopinga
speedyrecovery forthewounded.

“Weare in face ofa major humanitarian and
national catastrophe according to all the
standards,”headded.

“Therearemorethan 150 martyrs; the majority of
themare Lebanese, witharemarkable number of
Syriansand nationals from different countries...
Therearethousandsofwounded,and dozensare
missing. Tens ofthousands of familiesleft their
homes damaged by the explosion... Livelihoods
ofthousands were affected, and a panic that
stormedtheheartsofmillions...Buildingsshookin
awaythatmadepeoplebelieve thatitwasamajor
earthquakeorthattherewasanexplosioncloseto
them,” Nasrallahnoted.

Hethenhighlighted the majornegative effects of
Beirutblast onthe humanitarian, medical and
economicsituation in the country, Al-Manar
Englishwebsitereported.

“Beirutblasthas been completely obliterated.
Thiswould cause major economiclosses... This
explosionaffected all the Lebanese withall their
sectarianaffiliations,” he stated.

Secretary General of Hezbollah thenstressed that
allLebanesepeoplemustfacesuch catastrophesin
anexceptionalwaypsychologically, politicallyand
inmedia,adding,“Wemustexpresssympathy;love
andsolidaritywitheach other”

Healsohailed the speedyreaction from the civil
committeesin helping the state authorities,

was vital in face of the consequences of the
calamity.

Nasrallah also emphasized that Hezbollah’s
followers, institutions,and committees rushed
afterthe explosionto providereliefaids to the
affected people, reiteratingthe party’sreadinessto
assistthegovernmentauthoritiesintheface ofthe
catastropheand provide temporary shelters for
thosewhosehouseswere damaged or destroyed.
Hefurtherhailed the stancestakenand therelief
aidssentby the Araband foreign governments
aswellastheresistance movementto support
Lebanon despite the siegeimposed by the United
States, pointingoutthat Hezbollah views the visit
oftheFrenchPresidentpositivelyasitcomesinthe
contextofhelpingand unitingthe Lebanese.

“We wish the US imposed its siege just on
Hezbollah,notonallthe Lebanese.”
Nasrallahadded thatwhen catastrophesoccur,
everyone halts disputesand conflictsin order
topreserve unity in the face of the challenge, but
afterthe Beirutexplosion, thishasnothappened
unfortunately.

“Justafterthe explosion,somelocaland Arab TV
channelsaswellassocialmediapagesadopted an
alleged scenariowhich claimsthatBeirutport’s
warehouse which exploded contained missiles
orammunition of Hezbollah. Although official
sources denied the presence of missilesin the
portand confirmed the existence of nitrate used
foragricultural and industrial purposes, they
(localand Arab TV channels) insisted that the
ammonium nitratehad beenstored by Hezbollah
forsixyearsin order toblamethe party for the
explosion,”hedeplored.

Nasrallah stressed that this claimisan unjust
defamation, adding that they follow the
propagandalaw that “Repeatalie often enough
anditbecomesthetruth.”
“Icategorically deny the claim thatHezbollah has
storesof missiles,ammunition oranythingelse.”
“Although the USadministrationand the Western
media stopped promoting this unfair claim,
some Lebaneseand Arab TV channels continued
circulatingit,”hesaid.

OlegGridnevsaysmedicalworkersandtheelderly
willbegiven priority forimmunization.

The senior minister atthe department, Mikhail
Murashko,announcedlastweekthatanationwide
massvaccination programis planned tobeginin
October. Murashkoadded thatallexpenseswillbe
coveredbythegovernment, RTreported.
“Theregistration ofthe vaccine developed atthe
Gamalei Center will take place on August 12,
Gridnevtoldjournalistsin Ufaon Fridaymorning.
“Nowthelaststage, the third, is underway. This
isthetesting partand is extremely important.
We have to understand that the vaccine itself
mustbesafe.”Clinical trials ofthe formulabegan
atMoscow’s Sechenov University on June 18.In
astudy involving 38 volunteers, it passed safety
protocols.Itwas observed thatall those who took
partdevelopedimmunitytotheinfection.

The speed with which Russiahas managedto
researchandapproveaformulahasraised some
eyebrowsinthe West, but Vadim Tarasov,a top
scientistatSechenov,said the countryhadahead
startasithasspentthelast20 yearsdeveloping
skillsinthis field and trying to understand how
virusestransmit.
Thehasteisfairlyeasytograspwhenyouconsider
theeffect Covid-19hashad onthe world’slargest
country.Withmorethan870,000 cases, itisamong

fatalitiesisthe 11thhighestinthe world,although
when measured per capita, the deathrate ranks
47th,below Germany, butabove Austria.

The technology behind the Russian vaccine is
based onadenovirus,the common cold. Created
artificially, the vaccine proteinsreplicate those of
Covid-19,triggering “animmuneresponsesimilar
tothatcaused by the coronavirusitself,” Tarasov
said.Inotherwords,immunizationissimilarto
having survived the virus, but withoutits life-
threateningrisks.

Kirill Dmitriev, the head of Russia’s sovereign
wealth fund, which hasbankrolled theresearch,
lastweek compared thevaccinediscoveryprocess
tothe Space Race. “Americans were surprised
whentheyheard Sputnik’sbeeping, it'sthe same
with this vaccine. Russia will have got there
first,”hetold USTV.He previously noted that
Russian experience in working onremedies for
Ebolaand MERS gaveits scientistsanadvantage
inresponding to the current pandemic.Other
countriesarealsodevelopingtheirown potential
vaccines, mostnotably Britainand the US. Last
month, researchers atthe University of Oxford
said their formula appears safe and seems to
trigger animmune response. Itismade froma
genetically engineered virus responsible for
giving chimpanzees the common cold. The UK
governmenthasalready ordered 100 million
doses.

Germanyand France
quit WHO reform
talks amid tension with
Washington

France and Germany have quit
talks on reforming the World
Health Organization in frustration
atattempts by the United States to
lead the negotiations, despite its
decision to leave the WHO, three
officials told Reuters.The moveisa

setbackfor PresidentDonald Trumpas
Washington, which holdstherotating
chair ofthe G7,hadhopedtoissuea
common roadmap for a sweeping
overhaul ofthe WHO in September,
twomonthsbeforethe U.S.presidential
election.The United States gave the
WHO ayear’snoticein July thatitis
leaving the U.N.agency - whichwas
created toimprove health globally -
after Trumpaccuseditofbeingtooclose
to Chinaand having mishandled the
coronavirus pandemic.The WHO has

dismissed hisaccusations. European
governments have also criticised
the WHO butdonotgo asfarasthe
United Statesintheircriticism,and the
decision by Parisand Berlintoleave
the talks follows tensions over what
they sayare Washington’sattempts to
dominate the negotiations.“Nobody
wants to be dragged into a reform
process and gettingan outline for it
froma country which itselfjustleft
the WHO,” asenior European official
involvedinthetalkssaid.
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