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NEWS

CurrentyeargoldenyearofTran's
petchemindustry: dep. oil min.

Thedeputyministerofoilinformed thatconsidering 17
projectsthatare planned to come onlineinthe current
year,using 11.5billion dollars ofinvestments, thisyear
wouldbeagoldenyear forthe Iranian petrochemical
industry.

Behzad Mohammadisaidatotal of $11.5 billionworth
projectswould belaunchedin Iran by the end of the
currentlranian calendaryear (March 20,2021).
Mohammadiadded thatthe projects would add 25
milliontonstothe country’sannual production capacity
andbringitto90milliontonsperyear.

Hedescribed the currentcalendaryearas the golden
year forthe petrochemicalindustry, saying 17 projects
wereplannedtocomeonlineintheyearwith 11.5billion
dollarsofinvestment.

Thefirstofthese projectswas Miandoab Petrochemical
Projectwhich came onstreamlastweek.
PetrochemicalindustryplaysacrucialroleinIran’snon-
oileconomy,asthepetrochemical exportisthesecond-
largestsource of revenue for the country after crude
oil. Petrochemical exportsalready constitute nearly 33
percentofthe country’snon-oil exports.

Iran hasbeen highly developing this sector over the
recentyearsasthe developmentofthe giantSouth Pars
gasfield (Iranshareswith Qatarin the Persian Gulf) has
been supplying more feedstock to the petrochemical
units.

Also, the US sanctioning Iran’s oil exports has
encouraged more developmentofthe petrochemical
industrytoboostexportsfromthissector.

The countryhasalsobeen developing theindustry’s
downstreamsectorinordertopromote the production
ofproductswithmoreadded-value.

Inthisregard construction of petrochemical parks,
petro-refineriesalongside the development of the
country’s current petrochemical complexesis highly
pursued by the oil ministryand especially the National
Petrochemical Company (NPC).

Afghanistan’s Ghazanfar Bank
toopenabranchin Chabahar
port

The head of Iran-Afghanistan Joint Chamber of
Commercetold thatthe Central Bank ofIran (CBI) has
approved Afghanistan’s Ghazanfar Bankto opena
branchinsoutheastern Chabahar Port.

Speakingto ILNA news agency, the Iranian official
Hossein Salimisaid “The Afghanbankrequested the
establishmentofabranchin Chabahartofacilitatetrade
betweenIranand Afghanistan.”

He pointed thatthe Iranian governmenthasagreed
tosetup abranch ofthe foreign bankin Sistan and
Baluchestan province; adding “wehave some problems
intransferringcurrencyand tradewith Afghanistan,and
theestablishmentofthisbranchwouldbeagreathelpto
thetrade exchangesbetweenthetwo countries.”
“Irancanactasafinancial channel,”headded.

The head of Iran-Afghanistan Joint Chamber of
Commerce confirmed thatIndia, Pakistan, Afghanistan,
and [ran would have a stronger trade relationship
through thisbank.

"Fortunately, the portofChabaharisexempted fromthe
U.S.sanctions,and with the prosperity of the port, Afghan
tradershavebecomeveryactiveinthisregion.”
Accordingto Salimi, the bankwould provide service to
bothIranianand Afghan companieswhichareactivein
bilateral trade between the twonations.

Ghazanfar Bankstarted offits operation from Kabul,
Afghanistan,andisofferingkey financial services both
under conventional and Islamic. Ghazanfar Bank, a
full-fledged licensed commercial Bank, commenced
itsoperationsin March 2009. The Share Holders ofthe
Bankbelongsto one of theleadingbusiness groups of
Afghanistan.
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Six solar plants to open as Iran expands

renewable portfolio

Sixnew solar plants will come online in Fars

provinceinsouthernIran Thursday, marking

anotherwatershedin the country’spathtoa

decarbonized energy system and expanding

itsrenewable portfolio.

President
Hassan Rouhani
and Energy
Minister Reza
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will oversee the
commissioning
of the plants, including
the 10-megawatt
Kourdeh project in
Larestan, via a video
conference, IRNA
reported on Wednesday.
“Theseindustrial power
projects, which have
entered the operation

phase mainly with
foreign investment,
beside promising

utilization of clean
energy, suggest the
ineffectiveness of the
pressures caused by
oppressive sanctions
againstour country,” the
newsagency said.
Kourdehis the biggest
of the plants, builtby a
private developer with
11 million euros of
investment.

"With the operation
ofthis power plant, an
annualreleaseof13,712
tonnesofenvironmental
pollutants will be
avoided, and 4,272
cubic meters of water
willbe saved ayear," the
Fars province’s deputy
governor Jalil Hosseini
told IRNA.

The other plants will
become operational
in Shiraz, Eqlid,
Lamerd and Nayriz.
They will collectively
add 33 megawatts of
new capacity to Iran's
national grid.

They will also raise
overall renewable
energy capacity in
Fars province to 58.6

A

megawatts, Hosseinitold
IRNA. He said permits
have been issued to
set up 17 more solar
plants with capacities
ranging from one to
25 megawatts in the
province.

Renewable energy is
booming in Iran, but
new US sanctions under
PresidentDonald Trump
have disrupted some
of Tehran’s expansion

plans.

Iran opens its
largest wind farm in
renewable push

Iran has marked a
turning point in its
ambitious renewable
energy goals, opening
its largest wind farm
inthe northern Qazvin
province.

Before Trump
reimposed sanctions
on Iran in May 2018,
the Islamic Republic
expected its installed
renewable capacity to
grow atleastsevenfold
overthenextfiveyears.
Norway’s Saga Energy
cancelled a $2.9 billion
deal to install 2,380
megawatts (MW) in
renewable capacity
in the oil-producing
country.

British firm Quercus
had signedadeal to help
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added 53,000 points,
reaching 1,600,000 pointson
Wednesday.

By the presentmoment, more
than 3.94 billionsharesatthe
value of 5.612 trillion rials
($29.5 million) have been
exchangedin602,000deals.

Persian GulfChemicalindustry
company, Mobarakeh Steel
Company,and National Iranian
Copper Industry Company
were the main role players
pushing up the index on

build the world’s sixth-
largest solar farm in
central Iran, investing
over halfabillion euros,
but it abandoned the
projectin fear ofthe US
sanctions.

Dutch energy firm
Global Renewables
Investments (GRID)

planned to build up
solar and wind farms
thatcould produce up to
1,700 MW of electricity,
but it followed its
European peers in
leaving Iran.

Iran’s ambition is
to install 5,000 of
renewables by 2022,
according to officials.
The country is a
signatory of the 2015
Paris climate agreement
committing 195 nations
to limit their carbon
emissions.

Scientific studies
suggestlrancanincrease
electricity generation
from the renewables
toup to 80,000 MW, of
whicharound 80 percent
can come fromthe solar

energy.
Increaseinrenewable
capacity can also

allow Iran to free up
a significant amount
of natural gas burntin
thermal power plants
and feed it to export

pipelines.

According to
International Renewable
Energy Agency (IRENA),
Iran dominated the
Middle East’srenewable

the

production capacity
whichrose 13 percentto
22,710 megawatts (MW)
last year.The country
accounted for 57 percent
ofthe Middle East’s total
in2019 and 63 percent
in2018,theagencysaid
inareport. Renewables
accounted for 26 percent
of total power capacity
expansionlastyearinthe
Middle East, itsaid.
Hyropower comprises
the bulk of Iran’s
renewable capacity,
nominally putat12,000
MW. Hydroelectric
plants, however,
produced less for
many years because of
a protracted drought
which caused damlevels
to plunge. According
to officials, Iran’s
hydroelectric power
plants can produce at
least10,000 MW.

The country has an
additional renewable
production capacity
of some 900 MW from
other sources such as
wind power, solar farms
and burning ofbiomass
and waste.

points
The benchmark of Tehran
Stocks Exchange, TEDPIX,

TSE'smainindex surpasses 1.6mn

Wednesday.

IFX,the mainindex ofIran’s
over-the-counter
market, known as Iran Fara
Bourse (IFB),improved 391
pointsto 16,908bythetime.
As reported, 959 million
shares worth 2.172 trillion
rials ($11.43 million) were
exchangedin305,000dealsin
the OTCmarket.

On Tuesday, TEDPIX gained
64,000 points to 1,546,850
on Tuesday, breakingabove
the psychological 1.5 million
points.
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What's News

Genaveh-Kuwait
container
shippingline
launched: official
Head of Genaveh
Ports and Maritime
Department Davood
Bahadori on Wed.
revealed the launch
of Genaveh-Kuwait
container shippingline.
Arefrigerated container
shippingline between
Islamic RepublicofIran
and Kuwait started its
activity withforwarding
the first shipment
of agricultural food
productsviathisport.
Hemadetheremarksin
aninterview with IRNA
on Wed. and added,
“the firstconsignment
of this shipping line,
as weigh as 160 tons
including various types
of food products, fresh
fruits and vegetables,
wasloaded by Landing
Craft “Arabakhtar”
and exported to the
destination country
within the framework
of eight refrigerated
containers.”

This ship has the
capacity of transporting
eight  refrigerated
containers, with a
total capacity of 497
tons, which is active
in the field of export
of agricultural and
livestock products, he
highlighted.
Consideringthe policies
adoptedin the field of
activity of all affiliated
portsand use of facilities
and infrastructures
created in them,
necessary planning
was made forlaunching
a containerized line
between Genaveh Port
and Kuwait, Bahadori
added.

Elsewhere in his
remarks, he pointed
to the exportofgoods
viathisportandadded,
“export of goods via
this port can lead to
the lower costs for
exporters due to the
short distance of 140
miles to Kuwait.”
Bahadori referred to
theimportantstrategic
and geographical
location of this coastal
cityand added, “proper
access roads to the
city, current location
ofthe port, properand
appropriate equipment,
supportofgovernorand
city officials and also
customs cooperation
are of the salient
advantages of the city
that has encouraged
traders and merchants
todotradeandbusiness
activityinthisport.”
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C aes ar
sanctions
'economic
terrorism':
Iran's envoy to

Brussels
Addressing the
IV Conference on
'Supporting the future
of Syriaand theregion’,
Iranian ambassador
to Brussels
Gholamhossein
Dehghani named the
US Caesar sanctions
against Syria as
'economicterrorism'.
The Fourth Conference
on "Supporting the
Future of Syria and
the Region" took
placeon30]June 2020
inavirtual format. It
was hosted by the
European Union (EU)
and co-chaired withthe
United Nations (UN).
The Conference was
preceded by virtual
DaysofDialogue and by
aweekofside events.
Dehghani, in his
remarks, described
Caesar sanctions
as a violation of
international law and
human fundamentals,
adding that such
sanctions will only
exacerbate the
conditions. He added
thatthe sanctions are
'economic terrorism’
for they terribly
influence the lives of
manyinnocentpeople.
The Iranian diplomat
noted that the US
sanctions  against
Syria also act as an
impediment on the
way of combatwith the
lethal coronavirusin
Syria.

Elsewhere in his
remarks, he reacted
totherecentremarks
of Saudi Arabia's FM
andsaid "Saudi Arabia
isthe central bank of
terrorismand the main
source of extremism in
theregionandbeyond.
Headded thatto evade
from the accusations
made against it due
toits crimes in Syria,
Saudi Arabiais making
baseless accusations
against the Islamic
Republicoflran.
Dehghani said, "The
world knows about
Iran's effective rolein
the fight against ISIS
and terrorismin Syria
andtheregion."

The Caesar Actpassed
as part of an annual
defense spendingbill,
contains the most
severesanctionsonthe
governmentsince the
Syrian civil war began
nineyearsago.

=

Chinato Foreign Critics: Hong
Kong Law'None of Your Business'

China on Wednesday slammed international criticism over a
controversial newnational security law for Hong Kong, saying other

countriesshouldkeepquiet.

Westerngovernmentsand critics have warned the newlawwill curb
thecity'sfreedomsand undermine the "One Country, Two Systems"
policymeantto protectfreedomsunseen onthe mainland.

But Beijing officials rebuffed the criticism of the law ata press
conference.

"What's this gotto do with you?" Said Zhang Xiaoming of the Hong
Kongand Macau Affairs Office of the State Council. "It'snone of your

business".

Officialsinsisted there had been wide consultation with members of
HongKongsocietyandhitbackatcriticismitwas undermining Hong
Kong'sautonomy.
"Ifwhatwewantis one country, onesystem, itwouldhavebeensimple,"

Zhangsaid, AFPreported.

HongKong.

"Weare completely able toimpose the criminal law, the criminal
procedureand the national securitylaw and other nationallaws on

"Whywould we need to putsomuch effortinto formulatinganational

securitylawtailor-madefor HongKong?"

Zhangalsoinsisted thatthelaw--which he said cannotbeapplied
retrospectively--was only to target "ahandful of criminals"and "not

theentire oppositioncamp”.

"The purpose of enacting Hong

Kong's National Security Law
isdefinitely notto target Hong

Kong’s opposition camp, pro-

hesaid.

government's

hesaid.

democracycamp,astheenemy,"

Instead, the One Country, Two
Systems policy showed the

political tolerance”,

Hiscomments come adayafter Hong Kong

pro-democracy party Demosisto announced it was
disbanding, followingthe passingofthe national securitylaw.

Zhangalsolashed outatsuggestionsof punishmentfromothernations.

Iran not to tolerate political harmon JCPOA:

Rouhani

Iranian President Hassan Rouhanisaid that

the USharm onJCPOAhasbeeneconomicso

far, butifit wants to harm JCPOA politically,

Iran will not tolerate itand take decisive

action.

i
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adhered to and
. abide by

He made the
remarks in a
cabinet session
onWednesday.

"Iran has always

will
its political, legal and
moral obligations"” said
Rouhani, adding, "So far,
the United States’ action
againstJCPOA has been
economic, butifitwantsto
take political action, Iran
willnottolerateitand will
take adecisiveaction."
He also stressed that the
government's discourse
has been moderation
in the country and
constructive interaction
in the world, and the
video conference
this evening with the
presidents of Russiaand
Turkey can be regarded
as a manifestation of
constructive interaction
intheworld."
Emphasising the need
to  strengthen the
discourse of moderation
inthe domesticfield, the
President said, "We do
not accept extremism
inside the country and we
know thatitwill be to the
detrimentofthe country,
andinthisregard, we ask
all friends to choose the
path of unity, interaction
and kindness in this
complex and difficult
situation.”
Rouhani stated, "Today
is the day of unity and
cohesion and we must
stand together. Makinga
mountain out ofamolehill
isnotaskill,and on their
side, making a molehill
outofamountainisnot
moral. The country is
facing difficult problems
due to sanctions and

Worldsees US as

(] ] (]
unreliable: Iranian official
Head ofIran's Presidential Office Mahmoud Vaezisays that
theworld hasarrived atthis conclusion thatthe United States
isunreliable.

Vaezimade theremarks througha Twitter poston Tuesday.
US unilateralism and its doctrine of withdrawal from
the [multilateral] agreements have notonly weakened
international dealsbutalsochallenged thegloballeadership,
Vaeziwrote.

UN Security Council held an online session on Tuesday
afternoon toreview thelatestsituation ofimplementation
ofResolution 2231 and the secretary general'sreportonthe

issue.

Atthesession, allpermanentand non-permanenetmembers,
exceptthe US, gave unconditional supportforthe July2015
nuclear deal between Iran and the sixworld powers- US, UK,

coronavirus,and we must
allwork togetherto solve
theseproblems.”

In another part of his
speech, the President
emphasised thattoday, is
the day of workand effort
atthe sametime, adding,
"We must follow the
advice of the Holy Quran
to the Prophet of Islam
(PBUH) thatwe mustseek
refugein God from unjust
words."

Rouhani continued,
"We have made great
achievementsin pursuing
aconstructive dialogue
with the world and
establish bilateral and
trilateral relations with
countries around the
region and the world.
One of the important
achievements in this
regard was the JCPOA
agreement, which could
benefittheregionandthe
world."
Thepresidentstated, "The
Zionists, thereactionaries
in the region and the
American extremists
were angry with the
nuclear deal, and these
three reasons joined
together and harmed
the agreement with a
politically weak person
inthe United States taking
office."

Rouhani stated,
"Constructive interaction
was a path that was able

to provide awide range
of cooperation between
Iranand countriesin the
region and the world. In
thisregard, our country's
closerelationswith Russia
and Chinaisdifferentfrom
the pastand today, we are
together in all regional
and globalissues."
Referring to the measures
taken to address the
problem of housing and
rents, the presidentsaid,
"In thisregard, we have
taken the firststepinthe
National Task Force for
Fighting Coronavirus
and set a framework
for rents in Tehran,
metropolises and cities
was determined.”
Rouhani pointed out,
"The government has
taken important steps
in providing people’s
essentials, including
the provision of rials
and currency for the
manufacture of goods,
and the Central Bank
and the Plan and Budget
Organisation have taken
veryimportantmeasures
inthisregard."

The Presidentadded, "We
are also witnessing very
good developments in
theindustrialand mining
sectors, so that large
industrial and mining
projects wereinaugurated
and put into operation
thesedays."

France, Russia, Chinaand Germany.

United Statesisnolongeramember ofthe deal asitwithdrew
unilaterally fromitin May,2018.
RosemaryDiCarlo, Under-Secretary-General for Politicaland
Peacebuilding Affairs,saidinthe UN session that"the 2015
agreement-whichthe Councilendorsed throughresolution
2231-remainscrucialtotheglobalnuclearnon-proliferation |
architectureand toregional and international security,"
accordingtothe UN website.
Also, Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
addressed the UN Security Council session and said
"While the Islamic Republic of Iran has shown—in words
and deeds—our desire and preference for constructive
engagement, we donotdepend on others for our security,
stability or prosperity.
"We have learned to solely depend on ourselves. Thatis
why more than 40 years of US pressure—whether through
demonization or war, sanctions or terror—including the
cowardly assassination of ourregion’s counter-terrorism

Emphasising thatpeople
should know that the
government will do its
besttosolve the problems,
Rouhani said, "The
governmenthashad great
success in controlling
coronavirus, providing
facilities and producing
therequired products, but
atthe sametime, we have
repeatedly emphasised
thatgatheringsareagreat
danger for the spread of
this disease, and the way
to deal with this virusis
tochange ourlifestyle as
long as this virus exists,
and thereis noway other
than observing physical

distance and using
masks."

The president
also expressed his

condolences over the
fireatamedical centrein
Tehran,and expressed his
condolences overtheloss
ofanumber ofpeopleand
medical staff, and wished
the injured a speedy
recovery.

In another part of
his speech, Rouhani
described the downing of
our country's passenger
Airbuson]uly 3,1988 by
aUSaircraftcarrierasa
criminal act and said,
"Such actions are part
of American behaviour,
which it has been
pursuing against the
Iranian nation until today."
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Iran’s Parl. speakerpensletterto
heads of intl. assemblies on Israeli

occupation

[ranian Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf
penned letters tothe heads and secretary generals of
international institutionsand forumsand called on them
toadoptdecisive stepsin confrontingand halting Israeli
regime’sillegalmeasures.

In separate messages sentto UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres, Gabriela Cuevas Barron President
ofthe Inter-Parliamentary Union [IPU], Mohammad
QureshiNiaSecretary General of Parliamentary Union
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, Head of
Asian Parliamentary Assembly Mohammad-Reza Majidi
and Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) Yousef Al-Othaimeen, Ghalibaf put
specialemphasisonthe firmposition of Iranian Parliament
toimmediately stop the Zionist regime’s occupation,
provocative, illegal measures and violatinginternational
peaceandsecurityaswellas supportinginalienableright
ofthe oppressed Palestinian people.

Ghalibafstated, “based on the fundamental principles of
thehumanrightsandgoalsand principlesstipulatedinthe
UN Charter, effective and practical steps should be takento
immediately stop the hostile and expansionist policies of
theZionistregime.”
Zionistregime’sillegalmeasuresarein clear-cutviolation
ofinternational rules which contradicts the documents
approvedbythe United Nations especially Resolution 2234
ofthe UNSC, Iranian Parliamentspeaker reiterated.

Francerepeats meddlesome

commentson Iran’sinternal affairs
Francehasonceagainmade meddlesome commentsover
[ran’sinternal affairs following a death sentenceissued
for Ruhollah Zam, the administrator ofthe Amad News
counterrevolutionarywebsite and Telegram channel.
France’s Foreign Ministryinameddlesome commenton
Tuesdaydescribed the deathsentence forZamas “aserious
blowto freedom of expressionand pressfreedomin Iran,”
Associated Pressreported.

Thisisnotthefirsttime Franceinterferesinlran’sdomestic
affairs,asthe country made baselessallegations against
the IranianJudiciaryin May followingthe imprisonment of
anlranianacademic, Fariba Adelkhah, whichis claimed to
have dual citizenship.

Iran has made it clear that its national law does not
recognize the dual citizenship of Iranian citizens.
[ran’sJudiciary Spokesman Gholam Hossein Esmaeili said
TuesdaythatZamhasbeensentenced to deathafterbeing
convicted of Efsad-e Fel-Arz (spreading corruption on
earth).TheJudiciary’s spokesmannoted thattheverdictis
notfinaland canbeappealed.

Amad Newswasknown fordisseminatingincriminating
contentagainsttheIslamic Establishment, insulting the
sanctities of [ranian Muslims, and publishing fake news
inorderto drive awedge between the Iranian people
and government.Iranarrested Zamin 2019 following
a complicated intelligence operation by the IRGC's
Intelligence Organization, which involved deceiving
intelligence services of some Western countries especially
France,under whose guidance and protection Zam was
operating.

General Qassem

Soleimani—has failed to 'bring Iranians to their

knees' oraffectour people’sdecision-making calculus."

Resolution 2231 (2015) urges fullimplementation of the
JointComprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) onthetimetable
setbythe Dealand sets forth the nextsteps for the eventual
removal of Security CouncilsanctionsonIran.




Worldsees US as

isasignofthiscountry'sdecline.

ofthe United States."

USfailurein UNSCsignof country'sdecline: Rezaei

Referringto the meeting of UNSC on Tuesday, Secretary of Expediency Council
Mohsen Rezaeisaid thatthe USfailureinthe United Nations Security Council (UNSC)

Inatweeton Wednesday, Rezaeiwrote, "The failure of the United Statesin the UN
Security Councilisnotonlybecause Trumpisirrational, butalsobecause ofthe decline

The Meetingofthe United Nations Security Council (UNSC) washeld on Tuesday virtually
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unreliable: Iranian "
official
B US Bidfor Arms Ban
Currentyear Extension Lacks
goldenyearoflran's  Supportfrom UNSC,
petchemindustry: Iran’s Envoy Says
. . Iran’s ambassador to
dep.ollmln. o the United Nations
. said the UN Security
AfghalllStﬂll’S Councilmemberswould

Ghazanfar Bank

not endorse the US
government’s proposed

to open abranchin resolution to extend an
arms embargo on Iran.
Chabaharport a Inapostonhis Twitter

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

accountafteraTuesday
meeting of the UN
Security Council, Majid

04:21:07 Takht Ravanchi said,
Noon call to prayer : “Today, UNSC members
13:07:30 reiterated, again, their

111 support for JCPOA and

Evening call to prayer:

20:35:04

WEATHER

High:38°c
Low:17%

UNSCR 2231.“Their
speeches proved that
theydoNOT supportthe
US’ move to extend arms
embargo on Iran as it
violates 2231, the envoy
underlined.“US should
withdraw its ill-fated
draftimmediately; before
itisrebuffedyetagain,”he
added.

tomulloverthe periodicalreportofthe UNsecretary-general ontheimplementation of UNSCR2231, related

20000 Rials toJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), known commonlyasthe Irannuclear deal.
USappealtoextend the UNarmsembargo onIranfellflatatthe United Nations Security Council, where Russia
Thursday ,July 2, 2020, and Chinarejecteditoutrightand closeallies of the United States wereambivalent.
No. 535

Irannot to tolerate political harm on
JCPOA: Rouhani

Ziarif: UNSC procrastination major
setback to multilateralism

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said

inavirtual meeting of the UN Security Council late

on Tuesday If this Council falters again, it will be a

generational setback for the cause of multilateralismand

therule oflaw.

He said thatand yet, notasingle Council
sessionhasbeen convened toreprove the
US Government, ortoatleastinvestigateits
repeated violations,adding thatinstead,
some European members ofthe Councilare
contemplating further undermining the
Resolution and the Council while further
renegingontheirown JCPOA commitments.
"To coverthisup, the UShas—with some ofits
enablers—pressuredthe Secretariattoadopt
aperversereading of Resolution 2231—
rejected by 3JCPOA Participants, whichis
the polar opposite of the clear affirmation
by the Security Council “that conclusion of
the JCPOA marks a fundamental shiftinits
considerationofthisissue,’ Zarifreiterated.
In spite of our strong and legitimate
objectionsto the historic mistreatmentof
Iran by the Security Council—particularly
throughout8yearsofaggressionby Saddam
Hussein, as well as in the course of the
unnecessary nuclear crisis—Iran showed
itsgood faith by engagingin negotiations to
reachadiplomaticsolutionascalled forbyall
Security Council Resolutions onthenuclear
issue, hesaid.

"In spite ofall this, our remedial measures
have untilnow had noimpactontheIAEA’s
monitoringand verification of our peaceful
nuclear program, thereby making any
proliferationrisksirrelevant.Indeed, Iran’s
peaceful nuclear program remains subject
tothe 'mostrobust’inspectionregimein
history.From 2016 through 2019, over 92
percentofthe Agency’s total comparable
globalinspections were carried outinIran,"
Zarifsaid.

"The United Stateshas carried outnumerous
actsofarmedaggressionagainstIranandits
neighbors; invaded ourneighbors 3 times

inthelast3 decades; milked theregion of its
resources through destabilizingarmssales;
systematically supported terrorists and
provided material supportforcrimesagainst
humanityin Yemen. The peoplesofourregion
have had enough ofthe malign US presence,
and demanditstermination. Thebitterirony
hereisthatmostAmericansalsowanttheir
troopsreturned home, where they belong,"
hesaid.

"Thisveryregime absurdlyaccuses Iran of
“meddling” initsownregion. Yes. Of course,
we wantto partner with all our neighbors
to createastrongregion thatprecludesthe
emergence of hegemonicaspirations, by
any power—regional or global. A strong
region thatrequireshomegrown political
and territorial stability. And astrongregion
for which all neighborsneed to exercise
strategicself-restraint.[twastothisend that,
the Presidentofthe Islamic RepublicofIran
putforward the Hormuz Peace Endeavor—
HOPE.Andwe candoit. WithoutUSmeddling
some 6000 milesaway fromitsshores," Zarif
said.

Asspecifiedintheletter of the President of
theIslamicRepublicofIrantotheleaders of
remaining]CPOA participantson8May 2019,
anynewrestriction by the Security Councilis
againstthefundamental commitmentsmade
tothelranianpeople.Insuchascenario,Iran’s
options,asalreadynotified to theremaining
JCPOA participants, will be firm. And the
United Statesand any entitywhich mayassist
it—oracquiesceinitsillegalbehavior—will
bear fullresponsibility, he said.

The unlawful US unilateral withdrawal
fromthe JCPOA and there-imposition ofits
sanctions entail the USresponsibilityunder
the UNSCR2231,UN Charterandapplicable
internationallaw. The United Stateshasalso
disregarded thedecision ofthe International
CourtofJustice, hesaid, noting that The
United States must fully compensate the
Iranian people foralldamagesithasinflicted
uponthem—appallingly, fornoreason other
thantosatisfy domestic constituencies and
personalaggrandizement.

USin No Position to Define Terrorism:

Iranian Spokesman

The spokesperson for the Iranian administration hitback

atthe US government for accusing Iran of sponsoring

terrorism, saying the "criminal” US regime lacks the legal

and moral competence to define the examples of terrorism.

Speakingataweekly press conference on
Tuesday, Ali Rabiee said the US government
“isinnolegal ormoral position to define the
examplesofterrorism,andnoglobalauthority
hasentitled the USgovernmenttodosoeither”
HighlightingIran’sleadingroleinthe waron
terrorismandits effortsto containthe spread
ofterrorismintheworld, the spokesmansaid,
“Webelieve,and the world is also noticing
thatnotonly has this (US) administration
supportedtheterroristgroupsand terrorist
regimesand sponsorsofterrorism,itisalsoa
terroristitself”

“The clearest aspect of terrorism is the
assassination of our commander who was
martyred. It (the US) has assassinated a
personinanother countryand then admits
toitbrazenly,” Rabieeadded, referringtothe
Americanassassination of Lt. General Qassem
Soleimaniinlraq.

“Ibelieve thatthe US government’s objective
istomountpressure on people of[ranunder
various pretexts, and [ advise the media
professionalstoread (memoirs of) Bolton.
The documentsobtained from the memoirs
of Boltonreveal Trump’s delusions,” the
spokespersonnoted,accordingtotheIranian
administration’swebsite.

“He (Trump) says ‘I will put pressure and
willforce the Iranian authorities with such
pressureto surrendertomydemands.Iwould
victimize anation,[would cause misery to
anation, Iwould cause sufferingtoanation,
sothattheywould give intomy demands.’
believe thateverybody knows that we -as
I'mreiterating, itis mainly for the foreign
audience,becauseourownpeopleareaware-
havebeenthebiggestenemy ofthe terrorist
and extremistgroupsintheregion,and we
have paidaheavy price forthisbattle,” Rabiee
stated.

“Webelieve thatifthe UShad notsponsored
terrorism, itwould have notbeennecessary
forhundreds ofthousands of people in our
regiontobedisplaced andkilled. Partofthe
spread ofterrorismhasbeen caused by the US’
dualpolicies,” heunderlined.

“Ibelieve thatthe factorthathas prevented
the expansion of terrorist currentin the
regionandits spread to the world hasbeen
Iran. We have paid aheavy price for this,” the
spokesmannoted.

“General Soleimani was the person who
contributed to security in our region more
thaneverybody else. Anyway, the US’ claims,
the US’internal affairs,and the things thatare
beingrevealed today show how groundless
they (the US claims) are, as we, not only
us, butalso the entire world, is facing an
unbalanced phenomenon. We will protect
our country’sindependenceand dignityand
we’ll definitely getthrough thisjuncture,” he
concluded.

ofIran’snuclear program.

UN deputy chief:
JCPOAbestway to

ensure peace

United Nations (UN) Under-
Secretary-General for Political and
Peacebuilding Affairs Rosemary
DiCarloexpressed concernsoverthe
future ofIrannuclear deal, sayingitis

thebestwaytoensurepeacefulnature ~ Program.

According UN official website,
DiCarlomadetheremarksregarding
the UNSC online session on the
implementation of resolution 2231,
saying: "Notwithstandingthe current
challengestothe]JCPOA, itremains
thebestwaytoensure the exclusively
peaceful nature of Iran’s nuclear

"Its fullimplementation, as well as

faithful adherence to resolution
2231,isalsofundamental toregional
stability," sheadded.

"The Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action, endorsed by resolution
2231, isasignificantachievementof
multilateral diplomacy and dialogue.
[tremainscrucialtothe globalnuclear
non-proliferationarchitectureandto
regionaland international security,"
shenoted.
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