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productsto EUbegins

Iran Fisheries organization said on Tuesday thatthe
exportandregistration of new companies for exporting
[ranianfisheryandaquaculture productsto EUhasbegun
despitethe USarbitrarysanctions.

Saturday ,June 13, 2020, No. 520

The Agriculture Ministry reported that despite the US
sanctionsthatcausedalotofproblemsforthe exportof
fisheryproducts,Iransucceeded againtoobtainalicense
toexportaquacultureand fisheryproductstothe EU.

Itispossibletoregisterand exportnewIraniancompanies

Tel:031-32274500

PublicRelations: 031-32274754

SMS:30007232

New Measures to Ease Financial

%Jjg;u

ISFAHAN
NEWS

What's News
tothe European Unioninline with the criteriasetbythe
fisheries organizationwiththe ECcode. °
Noonecanstoplran-Venesuela | Pprocedures for Export Firms tranvarns South
tradeties: Tehran Koreatorelease
Iran'smoney

IransaysaslongasTehranand Caracasare determined
todobusinesswitheach other,themutual exchanges will
definitely continue, and those who seek to disruptthe
tradetiesmustknowtroublescanbecreated forthemtoo.
Deputy Foreign Minister for Economic Affairs Gholam-
Reza Ansarisaid on Wednesday Iranand Venezuelahave
hadverysuccessful trade ties formanyyears,solranhas
agoodrelationshipwith Venezuelainterms ofexporting
and importing goods as well as exporting technical
engineeringservices.

The Government-Private Sector Dialogue Council

onTuesdayapprovedsevenproposalsoutofnine

toeaserulesand procedures for repatriation of

exporters’ overseas earningsand help promote

thekeysector.

Thehead ofthe Central Bank
of Iran said the actions of
South Korean banks were
preventingIran fromusing
themoneytobuyfoodsand
medicines, whichisexempt
fromUSsanctions.

Iranisescalatingitspressure
onSouth Koreatorelease

His comments came inreactiontothelatestsanctions %J/w The council, billions of dollars of ?11'
imposed by the USagainstanumber of Iranian tankers, |SH\|| AN comprisingbusiness 'f;l(ptosrt Fle.‘/enltl);.tst'flr}l’lfég
following the Islamic Republic’s shipment of fuel to N E w s leaders,  senior prissi(l)“lel flrsosrlrll itslUIS agll;
Venezuela. governmentofficials . . :

“USsanctionsarenotanewissue, buttheyhavebeengoing NEWS and lawmakers, and illegally withholding

onfor40yearsandtheyaredoingtheirbesttoincreasethe
sanctions,”henoted onthesidelines ofameetingwith the
Chamberof Commerce officials.
AnsariaddedthelslamicRepublicoflranhasalwaysbeen
successfulinthe face of pressures,and hasbeen doing
wellinthefield ofexportandimportand marketdiversity
duringthesefewyears.
Hefurtherunderlinedthesanctionsarenotabarrierand
cannotstop Iran; however, whatsanctionsareimposing
onTehranisincreasingthe costs.

Regarding the latest situation of the borders amid
COVID-19 threats, Ansari said “After the outbreak of
the corona, the entire world was experiencingasimilar
situationandstrictcontrolwasperformedattheborders.”
“Asthe coronasituationiseased, ourbordersarenaturally
reopenedandreactivated, and we hopethatinthe future
wewillbeableto createastronghealth situationatthe
bordersandevenreturntothe pre-coronalevel oftrade.”
Ansarialsoexpressed hopethatinthe future,byactivating
trade agreements with different countries, especially
neighbouringstates,amore organised andsecuretrade
withthese countriescanbecarried out.

$2 Billion Aid Package to Bolster

Automeotive Industry

Thefinancial helpistobe provided by the Central Bank
of Iran, the state-backed Iranian Mines and Mining
Industries Developmentand Renovation Organization
andseveral privateinvestors.

The Central Bank of Iran, alongwith severallocal banks
and government, issettoroll outanaid package worth
$2billion to boost the country’s automotive industry,
secretary of[ran Auto Parts Manufacturers Association
said.Maziar Beiglouadded thatthe financial helpistobe
provided by the Central Bank of Iran, the state-backed
[ranian Minesand Mining Industries Developmentand
Renovation Organizationand several private investors,
Tasnim News Agencyreported. Themoneyisexpected to
helpthesectorexpand productionandseal their financial
gaps,headded.

Beiglounoted that parts makers and auto production
companies,whichhavelongbeenstrugglingwithabudget
deficit, areexpected tosettle their financialissuesand sign
new contractstoresumework.Accordingtolocalreports,
major Iranian carmakers, Iran Khodro (IKCO) and SAIPA,
haveaccumulated substantial debtsto parts makers.
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meets irregularly
to address export
issues.

Inthe Tuesday meeting, which
was attended by Economy
Minister Farhad Dejpasand
and officials from the Central
BankofIran,thecouncilagreed
to extend the deadline for
repatriation of exportincome
inthelastfiscal year (March
2019-March 20) until late
September.

The CBI had earlier set July
21astheclosingdate for the
repatriation, the news portal
ofIranChamberof Commerce,
Industries, Mines and
Agriculture, otaghiranonline.
irreported.

It was also decided that
repatriation procedures be
thesameaslastyearinorder
toavoid confusion and help
maintain stability in rules
and procedures, said Hossein
Selahvarzi, the ICCIMA vice
president.

Deadline(s) set for the
repatriationofexportearnings
waslongabone of contention
betweenthe centralbankand
private businesses sector
withthe formerinsistingthat
earnings should bereturned
asperthedeadline.

In a letter to the ICCIMA
president Gholamhossein
Shafieiearlierin the month,
the CBI Governor Abdolnasser
Hemmati had warned that
“allexportersare given until
July 21 tofulfill their financial
commitments, otherwise
they would notbe eligible for
exportincentivesand trade

services offered by relevant
administrativebodies”.
Hewasreferringtotherefunds
ofvalueadded taxlevied on
exportersiftheyrepatriate
theiroverseasearnings within
CBI-setdeadlines.
FourOptions

Outlining other discussions
in the meeting, Selahvarzi
said the council agreed on
measurestofacilitateaprocess
based on which exporters
canimportgoodsinstead of
bringingbacktheirearnings.
Accordingly,  exporters
now have four repatriation
methods. Export earnings
aresupposedtobereturned
via one of the following
ways:  selling currency
on the secondary foreign
exchange market, known as
Nima (Persianacronym for
Integrated Forex Deal System),
cash transfers through
hawalah, selling currency to
exchangebureaus,and finally
usingtheir money toimport
goodsand machineryorallow
athird partytodoso.
Rulesstipulate thatcompanies
exportingnon-petrochemical
goodssellatleasthalfoftheir
earningsviaNimaand 20%
in cash to moneychangers.
Thebalance canbe used for
importinggoodseitherbythe
exportingfirmorathird party.
Petrochemical exportersmust
bringbackaminimumof60%
oftheir currencyearningsand
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Deputy Foreign Minister for the
Economic Diplomacy Affairs
GholamrezaAnsarisaid thatAras
FreeZone in North West of the
country enjoys great potentials
thatneedtobetappedinto.
“ArasFreeZonehasaveryeffective
roleandaverygood geographical
position in the trade with
Eurasiaand Nordoozborderis
the country’s onlyland gate and
highway for exportto Eurasian
countries,” he said on Thursday
whilepayingaone-dayvisittothe
freezone.

Theofficial pointed tothe necessity

sellitviaNima.

Nima is a platform where
exporters sell their overseas
earnings to companies
importing non-essential
goods. It logs data bout
repatriated and purchased
forexforimportandexport.
The council also agreed to
set a cap on the amounts
new exporters can handle.
The newcomers can export
a limited amount of goods
withtheir special commercial
cards for the first time to
demonstrate that they are
capable of fulfilling their
financial commitment.

“The cap will be removed if
they fulfill their commitment,”
Selahvarzisaid.

The session conditionally
approvedaproposalbased on
whichthegovernment’srolein
allocatingforextoimportersis
minimized.

According to Selahvarzi, as
perthisproposal the CBI will
allocate maximum $10billion
ofexportearningstoimporters
ofhigh priority goodsin the
“real private sector”. The
term seemingly applies to
importing companies that
havenoaffiliationtostateand
governmentbodies.

Samad Karimi, head of the
CBIExportDepartmentand
the bank’srepresentative in
meeting, said the bank has
concerns aboutthe balance
of payments. “This should

be sorted outwithina clear
framework””

“It was agreed that ICCIMA
and the Trade Promotion
Organization of Iran prepare
grounds to supply foreign
currency, fromnon-oil export
earnings, forimporting high
priority goods up to $10
billion and with minimum
government intervention,”
Selahvarzi was quoted as
saying.
‘ImportWithoutForex’ Policy
The council dropped a
proposal that asks the CBI
to recognize the so-called
“importwithoutforex” policy
and referred it to special
committees for further
evaluation. Importwithout
currency allocationrefersto
a method of import where
companies can use theirown
foreign currency,inoroutside
the country, toimportgoods.
The CBIsaid inanotice last
month thatitwelcomed this
processonthe condition that
importers first declare the
originoftheirforeign currency.
Accordingtomediareports,
thesamemethod wascommon
intherecentpastforimports
forwhichthegovernmentwas
unable or unwilling to open
lettersofcredit.

However, the CBI
imposed restrictions on
the practice reportedly
due to transparency
issues.

Deputy FM names Aras Free Zone as Iran’s

‘highway’ to Eurasian region

ofincreasinginvestmentin the
region."Armenia is a great
opportunity forusand given that
the Aras Free Zone hasaunique
opportunity to increase trade
withthiscountryandthe Eurasian
countries, we hope that the
governmentwill try to seize this
special opportunity,’ added Ansari.
The signing of the Free Trade
Agreement with the Eurasian
Economic Union has created a
golden opportunity for Aras
FreeZonethatcanuseittoenter
markets of Eurasian countries,
hesaid.

fundsneeded to counterthe
coronavirusoutbreak.

“It is appalling to see
that Korean banks have
conveniently neglected
their obligations, common
international financial
agreements, and decided
toplay politics and follow
illegal and unilateral US
sanctions,” Abdolnaser
Hemmatisaidinawritten
response to questions of
Bloomberg. Iran could
launchlegal action to gain
access to the funds, he said,
withoutnamingthelenders
inquestion.Hemmatialso
didn’t elaborate on the
course of action that Iran
maytake.

After sanctions werelifted
under the 2015 nuclear
deal, Iranthe followingyear
managed to unlock over
$6.4 billion of oil payments
trappedinIndianaccounts,
using Europeanbanksasa
clearingagent. The central
bankhasalso filed lawsuits
inEuropeagainstfinancial
companies that have
withheld itsmoney on the
basisof courtordersissued
inthe US.Iranannounced
earlier thismonththatithad
received medicines valued
at $500,000 from South
Korea after two years of
negotiations. Atthe time,
Iran’s Foreign Ministry said
the deal was approved by
Washington. It also said
South Korea was about
$7billioninarrears for oil
exported before the Trump
administration last year
reimposed penalties on
Iran’scrudesales.According
to the Foreign Ministry in
Seoul, the drugs shipped
were for the treatment of
geneticdiseases. Thismonth,
South Korea plans to ship
COVID-19testkitsworth $2
million, itclaimed.“Wehave
been consultingwiththe US,
Iran,and thebanksholding
the frozen funds, seeking
to make progress on this
issue,” said Koh Kyung-sok,
aForeign Ministry official.
“So far,we've been able to
utilize some ofthe fundsto
expand humanitariantrade
with Iran,and will continue
to seek ways to increase
such exchanges,” he said by
phone.
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US to Further
Reduce
Troopsin Iraq

The United
States and Iraqi
governments
said in a joint
statement that the
United States has
confirmed plans to
further decrease
the number its
of servicemen
deployedtolragq.
"On the security
partnership, the
two countries
recognised thatin
light of significant
progress towards
eliminating the
Daesh threat, over
the coming months
the US would
continuereducing
forces from Iraq
and discuss with
the Government of
Iraq the status of
remaining forces
as both countries
turn their focus
towards developing
abilateral security
relationship based
on strong mutual
interests. The United
States reiterated
that it does not
seek nor request
permanent bases
or a permanent
military presencein
Irag,” the statement
issued by the US
Departmentof State
on late Thursday
said, Sputnik
reported.

Ahead of the talks,
Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo
emphasized that
the US and Iraq
need a strategic
partnership to move
forward and reap
mutual benefits.

On 5 January, the
Iraqi parliament
approved a
resolution  that
demanded the
immediate
and complete
withdrawal of
foreign troops from
the country.
Theresolution was
approved  after
the United States
killed Iran's Quds
Force commander
Qasem Soleimani
and Iraq’s Hashd
al-Sha'abi (PMU)
commander Abu
Mahdial-Muhandis
and a number of
theirentourage near
Baghdad. Members
of parliament
concluded that the
US action violated
Iraq's sovereignty.

=

US Will Soon Kneel before Iran,
Spokesman Says

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Seyed Abbas Mousavi
decried the US officials' expression of satisfaction with the
results of “economicterrorism” againstIran, saying the US
governmentwillsoonhavetokneelin frontofthe Iraniannation.
“Agovernmentwhosepolicyisrelyingon 'kneeonneck' of either
itsown people or others around the world should be indeed
happy with economicterrorismand pressure on the public,”
theIranianspokespersonsaidinaposton his Twitteraccount
onFriday.

“Butyousee thatnotthe Iranians' neck, butyour knee was

wrung. Youwillsoonkneelin frontofIranian Nation,” Mousavi
told the US officials.

The spokesman hasalso cited aninterview that Al Arabiya
has conducted with US Special Representative for Iran Brian
Hook,whosaid the USishappy with theresults ofthe sanctions
imposedonlran.

Inremarksatacabinetsessionon Wednesday, Iranian President
Hassan Rouhanitookaswipeatthe USforexertingpressureson
others,sayingthat‘kneelingonneck’hasbeenapolicy ofthe US
sincelongago.

“They (Americans) have always been like this throughout
history. They have pressed their knee on the neck of every
oppressed person they have found in order tokill him. Thisis
theirpolicy, notthe policy ofasingle copinasingle city. Thisis

basicallythe USpolicy."
“Butthegreatlraniannation
broke that knee. They
(Americans) wanted to
dothesamein2018.They
broughtthe knee close to
thethroatofthe (Iranian)
nation. Butourdearnation
smashed theirknee with the
giantsledgehammer ofnational
unity and solidarity. Now they
(Americans) havenokneeanymoretoputpressure
onthelraniannation,”the presidentsaid.

Srd step inmanaging COVIDI19-to fully
comply with protocols: Pres. Rouhani

Stating that the third step in managing

coronavirus is to fully observe health

protocols, Iranian President Hassan

Rouhanisaid,

"We need to enter the stage

of compensatingeconomiclosses caused by

coronavirus.”

i

He made the

remarks on
Thursday in
RLLELY e meeting

NEWS

_HEEZEM  committeesofthe

National Task Force for

of the heads of
the specialized

Fighting Coronavirus.

"We have entered the

third phase of managing

coronavirus in some Wwith coronavirus is
parts of the country essential with full
today," the presidentsaid, compliance with
adding, "The first phase protocols, which is

was implemented with
widespread restrictions
through the closure of
many businesses, and the
second phase with smart
distancingthatled to the
reopening of businesses
and the division of cities
into three levels of red,
yellow,and white."
Statingthatthe third step
in managing coronavirus
is to fully observe health
protocols, the president
added, "This phasebegins
while both domestic
expertsand international
organizations have
announced that no end
can be considered for
coronavirus for now."

based on the definition
of specialistsin changing
lifestylesand work."

The President said,
"Fortunately, Iran was
one ofthe first countries
that was able to reduce
the pressure on people's
lives and businesses
by developing health
protocols and provide
a logical and gradual
path to return to the
necessary activities while
maintaining people's
health."

He stressed the need for
the authorities to educate
and inform the public
with the cooperation of
the IRIB in the field of

distribution of masks
as a necessary means
to preventthe spread of
the disease hasreached
a relatively good level.
The Ministry of Industry
should putthe production
of cheap masks on the
agendaimmediately.”
The Presidentdescribed
the reports presented
during the reopening
of high-traffic centres
atthe white, yellow and
red classified levels,
especially in religious
centres, and expressed
gratitudetothe custodians
ofthese centres for their
cooperation.
Rouhaniemphasized, "The
officials of the relevant
committees are obliged
to hold explanatory
meetings for the centres

guildsandbusinesses,and
to oblige them to observe
and monitor the strict
implementation of the
instructions."

The president said,
"People should know that
the governmentand the
officialsaretryingtobring
the country's policies and
programs into the stage
ofdealingwith economic
complications caused by
coronairus."

He stressed, "The effects
of coronavirus on the
country's economy are
an undeniable global
phenomenon and we
need to enter the stage of
compensating economic
losses step by step, which
alsorequires ensuringthe
health ofthe people and
the proper observance of

NEWS

Zarifcallsfordeepeningties with

Russia

- Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif,in a
message to his Russian counterpart Sergei Lavrov, called
for deepening mutual ties between the two countries on
differentlevels.
InamessagetohiscounterpartontheoccasionofRussia’s
National Day, Zarif felicitated the Russian nation and
governmenton this day, expressinghope thatthe already
flourishingtiesbetween the two countries would further
beexpandedinthefuture.

Hesaid, “Fortunately, inthelightofthe determination ofthe
leadersand high-ranking officials of the two countries, the
bilateralrelationshave beengrowinginline with ensuring
the commoninterestsand preserving the regional and
international stability and security.”

“Ihopesuch cooperationwill continueand deepeninthe
future,"headded.Atthe end ofhisletter, the top diplomat
whished prosperity, healthand success for the Russian
governmentand people.Reportedly, Zarifis scheduled to
payavisitto Russianextweektohold talks with Lavrovand
othersenior Russian officials.

RussiaDay, called Day ofadoption ofthe declaration of state
sovereignty of Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic
(RSFSR) before 2002, is the national holiday ofthe Russian
Federation.Ithasbeen celebrated annually on June 12
since 1992.Earlierin the day, President Hassan Rouhani,
Vice President Es'hagh Jahangiriand Parliament Speaker
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf,inseparate messagestotheir
Russian counterparts extended congratulations on the
country’snational day.

EUvoices'serious concern'over US'
ICCsanctions

The EU's foreign policy chiefhas expressed "serious
concern” over US President Donald Trump's order to
imposesanctionsonany International Criminal Court (ICC)
officialsinvestigating UStroops, asitconductsaprobeinto
wartimeatrocitiesinto Afghanistan.

JosepBorrellsaid the EUstandsbehind the ICCanditsrole
in"providinginternationaljustice,"addingthat"itmustbe
respectedand supportedbyallnations," Politicoreported.
Inthelatestattemptby the Trump administration to
force the Hague-based tribunal out of the investigation
into potential war crimes by US military and intelligence

Rouhani continued,
"Planning for adaptation

health protocols, adding,
"The production and

thatareataworryinglevel,

including the officials of people.”

healthregulations by the

officialsin the Asian country, Trumpissued an executive
order on Thursday, saying that the United States would
blockall American property and assetsofanyoneintheICC

Tehran, Moscow
hold common
responsibility,
interestson

regional security:
Rouhani

President Hassan Rouhaniin a Friday
message to his Russian counterpart,
Vladimir Putin, said Tehran and Moscow
share common responsibilities and
interests over the security of the region.

In a congratulatory message on the

occasion of Russia’s National Day,
Rouhani said, "I would like to offer
my sincerest congratulations to Your
Excellencyand the people ofthat country
ontheRussian Federation’s National Day."
Laudingthe considerable developments
and deepening ofthe ties between Iran
and Russia over the pastyears, Rouhani
added, "Iam confident thatrelying on
thevaluable experiences of the past, the
relationsbetween thetwo countrieswill ~ of
expand more and more inline with the
common interests and with the aim of
increasingthe welfare ofthe twonations."
He further stressed that “Iran and the
Russian Federation hold common

Moscow ondifferentlevels."

Russiannation.

Soviet

Russian

Russian Federation.

1992.

responsibilities and interests over the
regional security," adding, "Therefore, itis
imperative to continue the ongoingtalks
andnegotiationsbetweenthe Tehranand

President Rouhani further wished for
further prosperity and happiness for the

Russia Day, called Day of adoption of
the declaration of state sovereignty
Federative
Socialist Republic (RSFSR) before
2002, is the national holiday of the
It has been
celebrated annually on June 12 since

involvedinthe probe.The US decision comesafter Trump
withdrew fromastring ofinternational agreements that
areimportantforthe EUincludingthe Paris climateaccord
andthelrannucleardeal. He'salsoended cooperation with
the World Health Organizationand pulled outofthe United
Nations Human Rights Council. Trump administration
officials said the ICCthreatens toinfringe upon American
national sovereignty and accused Russiaof manipulatingit.
Rightsactivistsslammed Trump's executive order. Human
Rights Watch said that Trump's order "demonstrates
contemptfortheglobalruleoflaw.”

[CC prosecutor Fatou Bensouda wants to investigate
possible crimes committed between 2003 and 2014
includingalleged masskillings of civiliansby the Taliban, as
wellas UStroopsand members ofthe Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA).

Iran Urges UN to Help
Extradite Financial
Criminals

Iran called on the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) to help the Islamic Republic arrest the criminals
who have fled the country and return the money they have
embezzled.

The Islamic Republic’s Permanent Representative to
International Organizationsin Vienna Kazem Gharibabadisaid
on Thursdaythathe hasasked the new Executive Director ofthe
United Nations Office on Drugsand Crime to getinvolved in the
issue and have the Iranian criminalsarrested and extradited.
Inamessage on his Instagram page, Gharibabadisaid some
convicts havelooted people's property and now take refuge in
the safehaven of some Western countries.

“Yesterday, | talked to new Executive Director of the United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, Ms. Ghada Waly. In this

conversation, I called forthe seriousinvolvementofthis officein
theissue ofthereturn oftheselawbreakers,aswell asthereturn
oflooted property,” henoted.

OnMonday, Iran’s Judiciary ChiefSeyed Ebrahim Raeisiordered
bringing back and prosecuting the criminals convicted of
financial crimes who have fled the countryto escapejustice.
“Those facing charges mustsurrender tojustice and know that
they cannotescapejustice,” the topjudge stressed.
Raeisialsolashed outat certain Western states for harboring
criminalsand fugitives who have fled Iran.

“One of the examples of injustice and major cruelties to
humanityisthatanumber of countries claimingto fightagainst
organized corruptionand money-laundering have sheltered
economic criminals and their dirty money,” the Judiciary
chiefadded.Since August 2018, Iran’s Judiciary hasbeen
holding publictrials ofindividuals involved in major economic
corruption cases.Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khameneihas permitted the Judiciary to take special
measuresinorderto confronteconomic corruptionand called

|

for “swiftandjust”legal action againstfinancial crimes.

The Leader has described “outright and unequivocal”
treatment of economic corruption as one of the Judiciary’s
major duties, stressing that confronting economic corrupts
mustbe decisive and effective.
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Zarif: Time to End Israel's Tyrannyover Western Halls of Power

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zariflashed outatthe Zionistlobbies
for “poisoning” US politics, saying the time has come toend Israeliinfluence on the
Western decision-makingbodies.Inapostonhis Twitteraccounton Thursday, the
topIraniandiplomatpointedtoanarticle publishedinthe Jewish Telegraphic Agency
aboutlsrael'sinfluence overthe US Congress, saying, “Ifthere were everany question
of WHO dictates US—& Western—policyin the Mid East, thisheadline screamsitloud &
clear”"AIPAChaspoisoned US politics foryears, overtly givinginstructions to Congress,” Zarif
added.“Timetoend #APARTHEID Israel'styranny over Western halls of power;” the top Iranian diplomatwrote

20000 Rials

inthemessage.Zarifhasalsoattached apicturetohis post,showingthetitle ofanarticle publishedin the Jewish

Saturday ,June 13, 2020,

TelegraphicAgency.Thearticlehasadmitted that AIPAC “theleading pro-Israellobbyinthe United Statesistelling
lawmakersthattheyare freetocriticize Israel'sloomingannexationplans.”
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Morning call to prayer:

religious tourismto Iraq.
o Masjedimade the remarks
inhisofficial Twitteraccount
on Thursday.Referring to
separate meetingshemade

04:15:47 earlierinthe daywith Iraqi
Noon call to prayer : ministers of foreign affairs,
13:03:31 health and environment,

Evening call to prayer:

20:32:02

WEATHER

High:38°c
Low:19°%

theambassador said that
theIragiministerspromised
to make every possible
cooperationwithIran.
Masjedisaidthatheandthe
Iraqi ministers discussed
gradual reopening of
bordersfortrade exchanges,
and implementation of
already signed agreements
betweentheleadersofboth
countries.

New Measures to Ease Financial

Procedures for Export Firms

Iranian Spokesman Does Not Rule Out Prisoner
Exchanges with US

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman did notrule outthe

possibility of prisoner exchanges with the US.

“Wehavealready announced readiness
tosecurethereleaseandreturnto the
country oflranian hostages (jailed) in
the US,”Seyed Abbas Mousavi said.
“They (the Americans) have some
prisoners in our country due to
security-related crimes and their
crimesareindisputable,” he said.
Mousavireferred to the goodwill efforts
made by some countries, including
those by the Swissambassadorto Iran,
and said Tehran has hailed the efforts
from the humanitarian pointof view
and taken measuresinthisregard.
Headded thatifthere are grounds for
exchange of prisoners, Iran will use all
itsdiplomatic capacitiesto secure the
release of [raniansjailedinthe USon

On Monday, Iranian scientist Majid
Taheri, who had beenimprisoned in
the US for more than 16 months, finally
returned home on Monday.

The Iranian national who was a
longtime resident of the US state of
Florida, spent 16 monthsin prison for
allegedlyviolating US sanctions on Iran.
The development came days after
another Iranian scientist Sirous Asgari,
aprofessor of material sciences at Sharif
University of Technology,also returned
home.He spentaboutthreeyearsinUS
detention on trumped-up charges of
fraud and theftofinformationrelating
to his work with a university in Ohio.
The case however, was dismissed by
aUSdistrictjudge and he managed to
return to his country.

Iran hascalled on Washington torelease
all other Iranian citizens taken hostage.
The country says the US must make up
for the damages caused by detaining

Iran says possible to send Flight 752 black box
to third country

investigation, the blackboxwillbe decrypted
inthe presence of experts of Iran Civil Aviation
Organization, otherwise the blackbox will be
decryptedinFranceor Ukraine,"headded.
Previously, Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister for
Legal Affairs Mohsen Baharvand voiced Iran's
readiness for delivering the blackbox of Flight
752toaFrench orany other foreign company
withthetechnologyofdecodingitfordecryption.
Heinformed thatnegotiations with Ukraine
ontransferring the blackboxtoitsaccorded
destinationfordecryptionareunderwaybutnot
finalized.

The Tehran-Kyivflightwasunintentionally shot
downbyanIranianair defense unitshortlyafter
taking off from Tehran on January 8, killingall
176 passengersand crew membersonboard.
The Iranian operator was reported to have
mistaken the Boeingjetlinerforacruise missile.
The incident came as Iranian air defenses
were atthe highestlevel ofalertfollowingthe
country’smissileattacks against USbasesin

The spokesperson of Iran Civil Aviation Organization said
thatthereispossibile tosend the blackbox of Flight 752, the
passenger plane that was mistakenly downed near Tehran

inJanuary 2020, to a third country for decryptionin the

presence of Iranian experts.

Reza]Jafarzadeh said on Thursday, "We have
already said thatifitis possible todecryptthe
blackbox ofthe Ukrainian planein Iran, we will
decryptitinthe presence oftherepresentatives
ofthebeneficiary countries."

"Otherwise, theblackboxwillbe decryptedina
third countryinthe presence of representatives
ofthese countries,"headded.

"The team of [Iranian experts was scheduled
toreview the crash of the Ukrainian plane in
the presence of representatives from France,
Ukraine, Canadaand other countriesinvolvedin
theincidentbuttheinvestigationwassuspended
sincethebeginningofcoronaviruspandemicand

baseless charges.

Iranian scientists.

Iran slams US for economic
terrorism, pressure on public

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Abbas
Mousavihaslambasted Washington forits economic
terrorismand pressure on the public, saying that
the US government will kneel before the Iranian
nation soon.Mousavi posted a screenshot of Al
Arabiya’sinterview the US Special Representative
forIran Brian Hook, duringwhich he had expressed
Washington’s happiness over the results of the
pressureson Iran,and wrote, “A Governmentwhose
policy isrelying on 'knee on neck’ of either its
own people or othersaround the world should
beindeed happy with Economic Terrorism and
pressure on the public.”Mousavi stressed, “Butyou
seethatnotthelranians'neck, butyourknee was
wrung. Youwill soon kneelin front of the Iranian
Nation.”Last week, Hook said Washington plans
to continue the harsh economicsanctions policy
againstthelslamicRepublicinanattemptto bringit
tothenegotiatingtable onissues suchasthenuclear
program.He said the US would like to see Iran

negotiate anewnuclearagreement.Washington’s
so-called maximum pressure campaign against
Tehran officially started when Republican President
Donald Trump unilaterally pulled his country out
ofthe 2015 Iran nuclear deal officially known as
theJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)
in May 2018.Iranian President Hassan Rouhani,
inacabinetsession on Wednesday, tooka swipeat
the US for exerting pressures on others, saying that
‘kneeling onneck’ hasbeen apolicy of the US since
longago.“They [Americans] have always been like
this throughouthistory. They have pressed their
kneeontheneckofevery oppressed personthey
have foundin order tokill him. Thisis their policy,
notthepolicy ofasingle copinasingle city. Thisis
basically the US policy."“Butthe greatIranian nation
broke thatknee. They (Americans) wanted todo the
samein 2018. They broughtthe knee close to the
throatofthe (Iranian) nation. But our dearnation
smashed theirknee with the giantsledgehammer of
national unity and solidarity. Now they (Americans)
havenokneeanymoreto putpressure ontheIranian
nation,” the presidentsaid.

thecancellation oftheflights,"hesaid.Jafarzadeh
went on to say, "We have no problem for
decryptionoftheblackboxinanother country."

"Assoonasthe conditionsare prepared for the

Iraq,which cameinretaliation for Washington’s
assassination of senior Iranian commander
Lieutenant General Qasem Soleimani.

Iran slams US for trying
toobstruct IAEA reports'

mechanisms, procedures
Iranhas criticized the United States and some other
countries for seeking to underine the mechanisms
and procedures ofthe International Atomic Energy
Agency'sreports on Tehran's nuclear activities.
Iran's Ambassadorand Permanent Representative
totheinternational organizationsin Vienna Kazem
Gharibabadi, in an Instagram post on Friday,
lambasted the constant obstruction ofthe USand
itsalliesagainstIraninthe quarterly meeting ofthe
IAEA’'s Board of Governors.

He wrote thatthe quarterly meeting of the IAEA
Board of Governors will begin its work onJune 15
viavideo-conference given coronavirus outbreak.
At the forthcoming meeting, IAEA Director
General Rafael Mariano Grossi will give a

reporton verification of the implementation
of the 2015 nuclear deal, also known as the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),
Gharibabadinoted.

The envoy said the US, along with some western
countries, seeks to make the decision-making
process possible through votes, ifnecessary, while
some other countries like Russia opposing the
issue."Although thereisashorttimeleftto hold
thismeeting, the modality of the meetingand the
rulingritual ofitswork hasnotbeen finalized yet,"
Gharibabadisaid.

He added thatthe US continues to undermine
international mechanisms and the procedures
rulingtheinternational bodies.

Accordingto the Iranian envoy, the IAEA Director-
General's reports on the verification of the
implementationthe JCPOA, as well asthe safeguard
agreementin Iran, will be discussed during the
session.
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