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Tehran Stocks Gain Ground

The benchmark of Tehran Stock Exchange
moved to new highsatthe startoftrading week
onSaturday amid renewed investor sentiments
toward the market’s future.

TSE’smain gauge, TEDPIX, gained 40,306 points

for the dayto climb 3.9% and stand atall-time
highof1,068,844 points.

Therally sweptthrough all small and large cap
stocks with large-cap shares having the upper
hand as showninthe 4.3% growth in the TSE-
30index, which tracks the performance of 30
largest companieslisted with the TSE in terms
of market capitalization.

Petrochemical,base metal, mineral, investment
andrefinery companies were the main drivers
ofthebenchmark growth.

A combination of domesticand international
developmentsboosted investor sentiments and
their vision of future market growth.

Sharesin manylisted companies, including
those inthe key food and pharmaindustries,
rallied on the back of reports that the
government plans to increase prices of such
products.

The governmenthas further shortened thelist of
imported goods eligible for subsidized currency
(42,000railsforaUSD).Arange of goodsand
pharmaceuticalimporters should henceforth
buy forex from the secondary market, knownas
Nima, whererates goashighas 155,000 rials for
onedollar. Itwasnot clear which goods would
notbe eligible for subsidized currency.
Intheinternational arena, surge in crude oil
prices and major commodities drove forward
petrochemical, refinery and mineral shares.
Market Performance

About9.31billion sharesvalued at76.88 trillion
rials ($449.64 million) changed hands at TSE
fortheday.

HiWeb Company was the biggest winnerasits
shareswentup 13.58%to 26,848 rials pershare.
Shahid Ghandi Corporation Complexincurred
thebiggestlossamongall TSE-listed companies
and wentdown 4.78% to 137,690 rials per
share.

Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping Lines
Company contributed the most to the
benchmark's fall, followed by Shahid Ghandi
Corporation Complex, Pars Minoo Industrial
Group Company and Iran Khodro Investment
Development Company.

Persian Gulf Petrochemical Industries Company
gave the biggestboosttothebenchmarkindex,
followed by Mobarakeh Steel Company, National
Iranian Copper Industries Company and Social
Security Investment Company.

IFXUp3.33%

Iran FaraBourse mainindex, IFX, gained 389.27
points, or 3.33%, to close Saturday trade at
12,086.17.

About 1.89 billion securities valued at 36.74
trillionrials ($214.8 million) were traded atthe
over-the-counter exchange.

Day Bank had the highestnumber of traded
sharesand trade valueas 136.08 million of its
sharesworth 2.55 trillion rials ($14.93 million)
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PublicRelations: 031-32274754

Need to Shore Up Economy Amid Virus
Fight

PresidentHassan Rouhanisaid on SaturdayIran

hasnochoicebutto pursueeconomicgoals,asit

triestostemthespread ofthenovel coronavirus.

t-_%l*’//g;u

NEWS

SN economy must

During the
coronavirus
taskforce
meeting, Rouhani
said, “Businesses
and the national

remain active while
tackling the Covid-19
pandemic; there is no
second choice,” his website
reported.

The president pointed out
thathisadministration’s
redline is healthcare
resources and that
infections must always
remain below the capacity
ofhospitals.

“The coronavirus epidemic
will last for long; we do
notknow whenitwill end
and we have to carefully
observe safety protocols
under the circumstances,”
hesaid.

The top official urged
the public to refrain
from participation in
gatheringsuchaswedding
ceremonies and funerals.
He pointed to a Health
Ministry report that
showed community
transmission has risen
sharplyinaregionduetoa
wedding celebration.
While the presidentdid not
specify thelocation, earlier
comments by Health
Minister Saeed Namaki
indicate the southwestern

SMS:30007232

province of Khuzestan,
which hasbeeninastate
ofemergency for weeks, is
mostlikely the culprit.
Rouhani noted that the
governmentwill continue
to financially supportthe
underprivileged atleast
until the end of this year
tohelp them cope with the
economic fallout of the
outbreak.

More Relaxation

The taskforce decided to
relax more restrictions
on Saturday, according
towhich kindergartens,
Qur'an courses and
institutes such as English
language schools can
resume classes starting
June 13.
Moderate-riskregions can
hold communal Friday
prayers from June 21.
Domestictourtravels can

once again offer services
fromJune 13.

Cinema theaters and
concerthalls canreopen
onJune 13,buttheywillbe
limited to halfthe normal
capacity. Funeralsarealso
authorized to be held in
openspaces.

All reopenings will be
subject to strict health

guidelines.

Health Ministry
Spokesman Kianoush
Jahanpour said on
Saturday that about

2,260 coronavirus cases
were confirmed during
a 24-hour period, ISNA
reported, showing a
20% drop compared to
yesterday’s daily count.

The new overnight
numbers bring the
national tally of cases to
nearly 169,500.Some 75

fatalities has taken the
deathtollto 8,209.

More than 132,000 have
recovered orlefthospitals,
while 2,570 arein serious
condition.

According to the health
official, 15 provinces
registered no fatalitiesand
sixreported only one.
Iran has carried out 1.06
million coronavirus tests
since the outbreakwas first
detected.

During Saturday’s
meeting, Rouhani said
more than 1,200 centers
across the country are
equipped to take samples
from suspected patients
and carry out diagnostic
tests.

Worldwide, Covid-19
cases have soared above
6.87 millionand death toll
neared400,000.

JM/Q’

ISFAHAN
NEWS

What's News

Rising Liquidity
StressTied to
Borrowing From
NDFI, Sanctions
Inapressreleaseoutlining
reasons behind the
monumental growth in
liquidityinrecentmonths,
the Central Bank of Iran
blamed borrowing from
theNational Development
Fund of Iran and the
new US sanctions on oil
exports.

The CBI said the stress
of liquidity growth
“has rightly become a
catchphrase  among
analysts and attracted
attentioninthepastyear”.
Although the bank has
notreleased detailsabout
liquidity growth since
last December,inapress
releaselastmonthitsaid
liquidity had climbed to
24,721 trillionrials ($145
billion) atthe end of the
last fiscal year (March
2019)-up31%onayear-
on-yearbasis.

The figure is staggering
in that it is higher than
the average liquidity
growthinthelong-termas
acknowledged by the CBI.
“The current liquidity
growth rates are by no
means desirable for the
centralbank”
LiquidityinIranhasseen
high growthratesinthe
past50years. Reviewing
itsgrowthinthe pastfive
decades, the CBI said
liquidity was 16.9% on
averageinthe 1960s,30%
in the 1970s, 18.4% in
1980sand 26.7% during
2000s (bytheendofMarch
2020).Accordingly, the
highestannualgrowthwas
registered forfiscal 1974-

75--at57% followed by
2006-07 at 39% and in
1995-96itwas 38%.

The bank, however,
attributestheballooning
liquidity to “mounting
pressure  on  the
governmentbudgetdue
to tough restrictions
on oil export... and the
centralbank’s purchase of
currency fromthe NDFT".
Itmeritsmentionthatthe
government has often
approached the NDFI, the
country’s crisis lender
and sovereign wealth

infrastructuresintrade and tourism fields.
We will spare no efforts for satisfying
Mazandaran businessmen, Ghukasyan
reiterated.He went on to say that
Mazandaran enjoys good garden, food,and
dairy products which can fulfil considerable
partof Armenian provinces’needs.

He referred to signing MoU between
Mazandaran and Lori, saying we are
committed toimplementing these MoUs.

Mazandaran governor, Ghukasyan said
Loriisreadyto fulfill Iranian and Armenian
businessmen’s demands in line with
reinforcing economicties.

Armenian official vowed for facilitating
and accelerating clearance of customs
goods for Iranian businessmen.Investment
in Mazandaran is an opportunity
for Armenian businessmen, he noted.
He alsounderlined Mazandaran’s good

weretraded.

Shahdab Nab Khorasan Agricultural And
Industrial Company, Behpak Industrial
Company, Alborz Distribution Company
and FKA animal husbandry and agriculture
Company had the mostnegativeimpacton IFX.

Marun Petrochemical Company gave the biggest
boostto IFX, followed by Arya Sasol Polymer
Company, Esfahan Steel Company and Saba
Tamin Investment Company.

Armenian cityreadyto
facilitate economic ties with

Iranian province

Governor of Lori City in Armenia Andrey
Ghukasyan announced thatthe cityisready
to pave the way for businessmen from
Iranian province of Mazandaran to do
economicactivities.

Speaking in a video conference with
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UAE, China, Iraq account for %54 share of

Iran’s non-oil exports value: IPRC
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Iranian Parliament country’s total exports fund, for financial aid as
Research Center [IPRC] share value of non-oil its own revenues were
said that the three goods, Head of Iranian notadequate to copewith
countries [including the Parliament Research multiple crises, such as
United Arab Emirates Center Mohammad thedeadlyfloodsin March
[UAE], China and Iraq] Ghasemiadded. 2019 and the ongoing
accounted for about 54 Accordingto IPRC, about coronavirus pandemic.

percentshareoflran’stotal 42 percentoflran’simports NDFI, which is
value of non-oil goodsin from 2018 to 2011 has independent of the

2018.
Thereisarelatively strong
focusonlran’sexporttarget

government, technically
holdsaportion ofoiland
gas revenue for future

been made from the three
countries of China, UAE
and South Korea while over

markets in such a way 70 percent of products generations when
thatthe aforementioned has been imported from governmentearningsare
three countriesaccounted 10 countriesinthe same high.
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Hariruad
incidentresultof
illegal trafficon
Iranian- an
border: deputy
™M

[ranian  Deputy
Foreign Minister for
Legal Affairs Mohsen
Baharvand described
the Harirudincidentas
theresultofillegal traffic
onthelranian-Afghan
border.

“Iran's strategy on
Afghanistanisto help
this country to find
political  solutions
to achieve peace
and stability,” said
Baharvand on Sunday
referring to his visitto
Afghanistaninlate May.
StatingthatAfghanistan
is an important
neighbor for the
Islamic Republic of
Iran, he added, “Iran
shares about 1,000
kilometers ofborders
with Afghanistan,andas
weknowanyinsecurity
and instability in
Afghanistan will affect
securityinlran’sborder
as well.”Stating that
the Harirud incident
is the result of illegal
trafficon the Iranian-
Afghan border, the
Iranian diplomatsaid,
“Dueto Afghanistan's
armed struggle against
terrorism, Afghanistan
has closed its border
checkpoints. Therefore
there is no control
over the country’s
border. This causes
peopleto getcaughtby
traffickersandfacealot
ofproblems.”Referring
to the overflown of
Harirudinthe spring,
henoted, “Smuggling
groups, especially
those who are active
for transportation of
people to Iran, will
transfer peoplethrough
difficultandimpassable
routes, including
Harirud. Therefore,
such incidents may
occur”

“Iran's investigation
does not show the
Harirud incident
was the result of the
intervention of Iranian
border guards,” he
added, saying, “We did
notfind any evidence
that this incident
happened on Iran’s
border. Annually,
500,000 illegal
transportations occur
through the Afghan-
Iranian border and
Iranian border guards
deal with violatorsin
a specific procedure.
Theybehave based on
orderandlaw.”

=

US., Israeli services behind 2017
terrorist attack on Iranian Parl.:
Ghalibaf

Iranian Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibafsaid
thatthe USand Israeliintelligence services were behind the
terroristattack onIranian ParliamentonJune 7,2017.

USand Israeliintelligence servicesand someregional countries
were behind the terroristattack on the Parliament who had
planned to carry out masskilling on streets of Tehran, Ghalibaf
reiterated.

Speaking on Sunday’s open session of the Parliament, he
expressed his condolences on the third anniversary of the

Fuel shipments to Venezuela was defeat for

US:; Expert

The U.S Professor, Karl Kaltenthaler said in
an exclusive interview to ILNA news agency
thatIranianfuel deliveriesto Venezuelahave
become yetanotherissuein the tensions
betweenthe U.S,, Iran,and Venezuela.

terroristattack on Iranian Parliamentand added, “today
isreminder of US-backed ISIL terrorist attack on Iranian
Parliamentand endeared the name and memory ofthose who
weremartyredinthisterroristattack.”
Thatincidentwasasymbol of what sinister dreams the enemy
had orchestrated againstthe Iranian people, he said, adding, “if
itwere not for the struggle of soldiers and guardians of unity,
terrorist groups would spare no effort to commit crime and
attackagainstIranian people.”

Although aterrorist attack was apparently the cause of the
incident, thisissue has presently been proven that US and
Israeliintelligence services as well as some regional countries
were behind the terroristattack, Ghalibaf maintained.
Martyrs of the terroristattack are the national heroes whose

pure blood reminds us all of
the value of Jihad against
Wahhabi Zionistterrorism,
he said, adding, “we
convey our greetings toall
martyrsand also martyrs
of defenders of the holy
shrine.”

Two terrorist attacks were
simultaneously carried out on
June7,2017,bysevenISILterrorists
againstthe Iranian Parliamentbuilding and the
Mausoleum of Imam Khomeini [RA], both in Tehran, Iran,
leaving 17 civilians dead and 43 wounded.

NEWS

Iran notdenying access to IAEA
inspections: Russia

Russia's Permanent Representative to International
Organizationsin ViennaMikhail Ulyanov dismissed the
reportsthatlranhasdenied IAEA'saccesstonuclearsites.
InaSaturday tweet, Ulyanovwrote, “Iran doesn’t deny
access;itdidnotprovideaccessso far.It's different. Iran

NEWS

—m South Asiabelieves

that This shipmenthasbeen
used as a messaging point
by the three governments

Karl Kaltenthaler
who specializes
in international
securityissuesand
the politics of the
Middle East and

for domestic political
purposes. Heisa Professor
of Political Science and
Director of Security Studies
atthe University of Akron. He
specializesininternational
security issues, violent
extremism, and the politics of
theMiddle Eastand South Asia.
Youcanreadhisinterviewwith
ILNAnewsagencyas follows:
Q: Despite US threats, [ran
sentflotillaoffive fuel tankers
toVenezuelaand the Iranian
governmenthasannounced
thattheyare preparedtosend
more oil. In your opinion,
Iran'sactionwillupsetpower
equations?
A:Thetransferhasbecomeyet
anotherissueinthetensions
between the U.S,, Iran, and
Venezuela. [amnotsurehow
meaningful the actual oil
deliverywasfortheeconomies
ofVenezuelaorlran,butithas
beenusedasamessagingpoint
by the three governments for
domestic political purposes.
[think, inthelongrun,itisa
relatively minor issue of
contention.

Q:Iranian mediaare hailing
fuel shipments to Venezuela
as a victory. Can we say
transferring oil to Venezuela
was a defeat for the United
States?
A:Itdependsonwhatthegoal
ofthe U.S. government was.
Ifthe goal was to stop the oil
fromarriving in Venezuela,

then yes, that goal was not
achieved. If the goal was
morepolitical, thenIthinkthe
outrage among the targeted
audience generated by U.S.
governmentmessagingabout
the incident was more of a
success thanafailure. [ think
allthree governments were
largely speakingto their own
domesticaudiencesaboutthis
incidentmore than trying to
change the balance of power
amongthethree countries.

Q: The coronavirus outbreak
isalready havingadamaging
economicandbusinessimpact,
affectingIranian people more
thanthegovernment. Trump's
policy to impose sanctions
against Iran in this crucial
situationisnot Trump'senmity
withthelranianpeople?
A:1don’t know that Trump
has enmity toward the
Iranian people.Idonothave
any evidence one way or the
other. Itisvery clear thathe
had deepenmityforthelranian
government. Unfortunately
fortheIranian public, theyare
caughtupinthe contention
betweentheirgovernmentand
theU.S.government.
Q:Donald Trump described
the]JCPOA (2015nucleardeal)
asthe 'worstdeal ever'.What
doesallthismean forthefuture
ofthe]CPOA?

A:TheJCPOAis, forallintents
and purposes, dead. As is
well-known, the Trump
Administration views it as
away for Iran toraise funds

for nefarious purposes.
Trump wouldlike to replace
itwith some sortofdeal with
the Iranian government
that accomplishes his
administration’sgoalsinthe
MiddleEast.Itishighlyunlikely
thattheIranian government
would agree to Trump’s
demands. Thus, unlessthere
isamajor change of attitude
inthe Trump administration
orthe Iranian government,
thereisunlikely tobe forward
movementtowardarevitalized
JCPOA. Itisunclearhowmuch
Joe Bidenifhe were towinin
November,would revitalize or
re-negotiate theJCPOA. While
Bidenisless hawkish onIran
than Trump, heisalsonotsoft
onlran.
Q:Andhowaboutrecentriots
inthe United States, will this
unresthelp Trump towin the
presidential election?

A: There have been long-
simmering tensions in the
U.S. over the relationship
between the police and the
African-American community.
[tisdifficulttoassesshowthe
currentunrestin U.S. cities
over police brutality will
affect President Trump’s
ability to get re-elected in
November. Recent, credible
pollsshowthatthe president
has slipped in popularity
sincetheunreststarted. Some
analysts take that to show
thatthe protestsandriotsand
the government’sresponse
have hurt his standing with

uncertain future.

some Americans. But, given
the state ofthe economy and
the continuing pandemic, it
is difficult to disentangle
how much of the drop in
his popularity is due to his
responsetotheunrestandhow
muchofitisduetothese other
factors. Itisalsounclearthat
his popularity will continue to
erode. One thingisclear, the
unrestin American cities is
becomingadeeply polarizing
issue. Thepresident’sresponse
tothecrisisenergizes Trump’s
base but some of his recent
tweetsandactionsaboutthe
unrest have troubled some
Republicansbecause theyare
viewed asinflammatory.
Q:Sointhatcase, Trump will
remaininthe White House.
A:Theshortansweris:Idon’t
know. AsIstated above, his
popularityis erodingbutitis
notahugeamount. Thereisa
lotthatcanhappenbetween
now and November. There
are some things thatare not
helpinghim politically,namely
the economic crisisand the
pandemic. Themassive wave
of protests energizes some of
his supportersbuttheyalso
energize hisdetractors. The
keytotheelectionin November
will be voter turn-out. If
Democrats want to defeat
Trump, they have to gettheir
voters to come to the polls.
Opinion polls only tell you
partofthestory. Whoactually
shows up to vote is a much
moredifficultthingtopredict.

doesn’tquestion therights of IAEA and standsreadyto
continue consultations.”

“IAEAexpressed concernsinthisregard butisalsoready
fordialogue. Let'shope that problems will be resolved
soon,”headded.

Ulyanov in a message on Saturday also described
theleakofthe IAEA’s confidential reportonIranas
outrageous, writing, “Today’s #|AEAreportonsafeguards
implementationin #Iranwas published bywesternnews
agencies 5 minutesafteritsdistributionamongmembers
ofthe Board of Governors. Theregime of confidentiality in
the Agencydoesn’tworkatall”

Transporting medicines, medical
equipmentsubjectto US sanctions:
IFDA chief

TheHead ofIran’s Food and Drug Administration (IFDA)
Mohammad Reza Shanehsazsaid thattransportation of
medicinesand medical equipmentare subjectto the US
sanctions.

Although the demagogicslogans by the USgovernment
saythatmedicineand medical equipmentarenotsubject
tosanctions, transportation of medicines and medical
equipmentis practically subjectto the USsanctions, the
issue of whichhas created manyproblems forthe country,
accordingto Shanehsaz.

He made the remarks on Saturday in a meeting with
senior managers of IFDA, Minister of Roadsand Urban
Developmentand executives ofthe ministry.

“Ministry of Roads and Urban Development has
shouldered aheavy responsibility regarding the US
sanctionsagainstIran. Preventingthe transportation
ofmedicinesand health-based items suchas medicine
and medical equipmenthasbeen one ofthe maintools of
sanctionsimposed by enemiesagainstthe Iranianpeople.”
Following the spread of the novel coronavirus disease,
alsoknownasCOVID-19,inthe country,enemiesimposed
toughsanctionsagainstthe countryand hamperedIran’s
accesstothe medical suppliesinthe fightagainstthe
pandemic,he emphasized.Elsewhereinhisremarks, the
deputy minister ofhealthand medical education pointed
tothe proper cooperationandinteraction ofthe Ministry
ofRoadswithallitsmight,includingairlinesand shipping
androad transportation companies,and added, “with
the constructive talks made between healthand roads
ministers onvariousissues, an expert-level meeting
was heldinthe presence of director generals, heads of
relevantsyndicates and trade unionsaswellas CEOs of
airlinesinthefield oftrade and production of drugsand
medical equipment.”Earlier, [ranian Minister of Health
and Medical Education Saeed Namaki,in separateletters
tothe UN secretary general, director general of World
Health Organization [WHO]and UNICEF chief, called on
international communities to stand againstthe crueland
unjustUSsanctionsimposed againstIranian peopleamid
thepandemic.

Trump’s talks offer not
worth consideration:

[J
official
An official with the Armed Forces Chief of Staffnoted that

the history of President Trump’s behavior proves his
dishonesty.

“Our problem with USleaders is their behavior as they
alwaysactagainstbuildingtrust,” Second Brigadier General
Rasoul Sanaeirad, deputy head of the Ideological-Political
Bureau at the office of the Leader. “With his withdrawal
fromthe]JCPOA, Trumpalsoincreased this distrustbetween
the Iranian nation and American officials.”

Pointing to the history of Trump administration’s
withdrawal from international accords in the past few
years, he added that one should be vigilant towards talks
offer by the US Presidentwho isbeing under criticism for
itsinternal and international performance and has an

Theremarks come as the ‘excited’ Trump thanked Iran for
therelease of Michael Whitein atweet,adding “Don’t wait
until after U.S. Election to make the Big deal. 'm going to
win. You'll make abetter deal now!”

US President seeks to take advantage of negotiation with
Iran asatool, Sanaeirad said. “Trump talks about these
issuesto help himin the upcoming presidential election
while dishonestyis evidentin his tone; because of thisand
accordingto earlier behaviors of Trump, it seems that his
messageisnotworth consideration.”

The late founder of Islamic Revolution Imam Khomeini
alsohad noted that we don’thave problem with Americans
iftheybehave properly, however, they have proved seeking
totakeadvantage of situations for their own aims,added the
commander.Nowwe are hearing from Democrats thatthey
willnotreturn to the JCPOA and wantto negotiate with Iran
under new conditions, thisis while a Democratpresident
hassigned the JCPOA, noted the official.

...........

5 _~ /:
“Trump is one of the main opponents of the JCPOA, and
in addition to the violation of the deal, he ordered the
terroristact of assassinating the global hero of the fight
againstterrorism;all of these indicate that Mr Trumpisnot
qualified for sending or receiving messages.”



Iranstoppedusingrialin exchanges with Afghanistan; official
AfghanistanJointChamber of Commerceannounced thatrials (Iranian currency)
arenolongerusedinIran-Afghanistanexchanges.’SpeakingtoILNAnewsagency,
thelranian official Seyyed Hossein Salimisaid thatmost Afghan businessmenkeen
tousetheIranianrialintheirtransactions with Iranbutaccording to therecent
Central Banklaw, the dollarhasbeenreplacedinthesetransactions.Referringtothe
reopeningoftheborderbetweentwo countries, thehead of the [ran-AfghanistanJoint
Chamberof Commerceadded “The border crossings with Afghanistan havereopened

20000 Rials

and trade exchanges between the two neighborshave returned to normal afterahiatus in the wake of the
coronavirus outbreak.”‘Our effortis to make up for the almost 10 percentdrop intrade with Afghanistanin
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recentmonths,”he confirmed.Saliminoted thatvisasareissued fordrivers ofIraniantruckstoenter Afghanistan
andthereisnoproblem fortraffic.

Fuel shipments to hs Enﬂlng
Venezuelawas defeat
news
for US; Expert
5 | UShasnorightto
Rising Liquidity initiate anything
Stress Tied to under2231: Iran’s
Borrowing From envoytoUN
NDFI, Sanctions Iran's  ambassador
. o and permanent
UAE, China, Iraq representative to the UN,
accountforZ% >4 Majid Takht Ravanchi
shareofIran’s non- reiterated thatthe USis
i lue: violator of the UNSCR
oilexports value: 2231and hasnorightto
IPRC o initiate anything under
CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN the resolution.
“US ambassador to UN

believes USretainsright
to initiate snapback

Morning call to prayer:

04:16:27 :

of sanctions under
Noon calltoprayer: UNSCR 2231. WRONG:
3:02:30 US cannot be a JCPOA
Evening call to prayer: “Participant”,  since
20:29:51 Donald Trump ceased

U.S. participation,” he

' > 4
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wrote on his official
Twitteraccount.

“The US—which is
in violation of the
resolution—hasnoright
toinitiate anythingunder
2231,” Takht Ravanchi
stressed.

WEATHER

High:33°c
Low:14 °c

Multipleimpact of COVIDI19-,desertlocust
tofuel hungerin Asia, Pacific: FAQ warns

Representative and Head of the FAO Regional
Office for Asia and the Pacific. “While we
continuethebattletosavelivesand containthe
spread of COVID-19, we mustnow fightawar

While the world fights to slow the spread of COVID19-,
the worstpandemicexperienced in a century, countries

in South and Southwest Asia are simultaneously

US, Israeli services behind 2017 terrorist
attack on Iranian Parl.: Ghalibaf

Protests worldwide embrace Black Lives
Matter movement

thesquareto preventaccesstothe embassy,

whichisalso close to the Elysee presidential
Asian cities on Saturday, demonstratinginsupportofU.S.  palace.

Thousands of people took to the streetsin Europeanand

protestsagainstpolice brutality. In Berlin, demonstrators filled the central

respondingto plagues of pests which threaten toworsen

hunger and the livelihoods of millions of people, the

Food and Agriculture Organization ofthe United Nations

thathas multiple frontsand various enemies
hereinthe Asia-Pacificregion,” Kimadded.
DesertLocust-world’s mostdestructive pest
Desert Locusts can devour huge amounts of
vegetation, including wild plants, trees and

(FAO) warned.
NN N N grasslands, buttheyalsoattackvegetable crops
and fruittrees.
Swarms of Desert Locust, over thelastcouple ~ Asingle swarmof DesertLocustcan coveran
of months, have moved swiftly into west entire square kilometre and contain some
Asiaattackingvegetationin partsofiranand 80 millioninsects. FAO experts estimate the
Pakistan, and are now threatening cropsin  number oflocusts could grow twenty-foldin
India. These swarmsare theworstexperienced ~ theupcomingrainy seasoninSouth Asiaunless
inmorethanageneration. extrameasures to counter the swarmsare put
Fallarmyworm, amaize-destroying pestthat  inplace.FAQistrackingthe movementsacross
migrated to Asiafrom Africain2018,hasalso  Africa, Asiaand the Middle East.
spreadacross the continentand hasarrivedin ~ Fallarmywormmarchesonacross Asia
Australia. Inmany countries affected by Fallarmyworm
Multiple challenges foranalready challenged ~ (FAW), COVID-19lockdownshaveresultedin
region pestmanagementactivities beingreduced or
While thelockdowns of countriesacrossthe — ceased entirely. FAO has published a guidance
Asia-PacificRegioninresponse to COVID-19  noteforrespondingto outbreaksof FAW during
have taken their toll on the economies, lives  thesimultaneous challengesfaced by countries’
and livelihoods of millions of people, the responsestoCOVID-19.
convergence of these plantpestswillonlyadd =~ Farmers need significant supportto manage
tothe suffering. FAW sustainably in their cropping systems
“We cannot and must not under-estimate  throughIntegrated Pest Management (IPM)
the damage tolives and livelihoods thatthe ~ activities. FAO haslauncheda Global Action for
convergence of these crises willhave onfood ~ FAW Controlasaresponse to the international
securityand hungerinthis partoftheworld, ~threatthat FAW is posing for food security
already home to most of itsundernourished ~ and thelivelihoods of millions of smallholder
people,”saidJong-JinKim, FAO DeputyRegional ~ farmers.
Iran: OPECtokeepcut- beconditionalontheagreementof10  the coming months," the Minister
. . non-OPECproducers, BijanZangeneh  underscored.
tmgoutputlfNon-OPEC toldreportersasheleftthe 179th  13-member OPEC and their 10
agrees Meetingofthe OPEC Conferenceheld  allies - collectively OPEC+ - in their

Iran’s Minister of Petroleum said
OPECministersagreed on Saturday
tocontinue cutting9.6 Million Barrels
Per Day (MMbd) from their output
provided that non-member allies
agreeonit.

“Itwasdecided thattheagreementon
cutting9.6 MMbd from outputshould

via videoconferencing.Zangeneh
also said there was no “challenge”
between OPEC member states,
adding: “The agreements went
ahead asplanned.”"The mainissue
was compliance by some members
like Iraq with production cutquota.
They promised to compensate in

Declaration of Cooperationin April
agreed onathree-phase production
cut, starting from 9.6 MMbd for two
monthsto continueat7.7 MMbd for
sixmonthsandthenat5.8 MMbd for
another 16 months.

If agreed, the 9.6 MMbd cuts will
continue foruptothe end ofJuly.

Therolling, global protestsreflectrisinganger
over police treatment of ethnic minorities,
sparked by the May 25 killing of George Floyd
inMinneapolisafterawhite officer detaining
himkneltonhisneckfornearlynine minutes
withfellow officersbeside him.
Afteralargely peaceful protestin London,
afew demonstrators near British Prime
Minister BorisJohnson’sresidence threw
bottles at police, and mounted officers
charged push protestersback.

Earlier, more than athousand protesters
had marched pastthe U.S.Embassy,blocking
trafficand holdingplacards.

Many thousandshad also crowded into the
squareoutside parliament, holdingplacards
reading “Black Lives Matter”, ignoring
governmentadvicetoavoidlarge gatherings
duetotheriskfromthe coronavirus.

“Ihave come downinsupportofblackpeople
who have beenill-treated for many, many,
many, manyyears.Itistimeforachange,”said
39-year-old primary school teacher Aisha
Pemberton.

Policeinthe German city of Hamburgused
pepper spray on protesters and said they
wereready to deploy water cannons. One
officerwasinjured, theyadded.
Severalhundred “hooded and aggressive
people”hadputofficersunderpressureinthe
city centre, police said, tweeting: “Attacks on
police officersareunacceptable!”

In Paris the authorities banned
demonstrations planned outside the U.S.
Embassy and on thelawns near the Eiffel
Tower.

However, severalhundred protesters,some
holding “Black Lives Matters” signs, gathered
onPlacedelaConcorde,closetothe Embassy.
Police had installed alongbarrieracross

Alexanderplatzsquare, while there wasalso
aprotestin Warsaw.

PLACARDSANDFLAGS

In Brisbane, one of several Australian cities
whererallieswere held, police estimated
10,000 peoplejoined apeaceful protest,
wearing masks and holding “Black Lives
Matter” placards. Manywrapped themselves
inindigenousflags, callingforanendtopolice
mistreatmentofindigenous Australians.
Bannersand slogans have focused notjust
on George Floyd but on a string of other
controversiesindifferentcountriesaswellas
mistreatmentofminoritiesingeneral.

In Sydney, a last-minute court decision
overrulingabanimposedbecause ofthe
coronavirusallowed several thousand people
tomarch,withaheavypolice presence.

In Tokyo, marchers protested againstwhat
they said was police mistreatment of a
Kurdishmanwho sayshe wasstopped while
drivingand shoved to the ground. Organisers
said theywerealsomarchinginsupportofthe
Black Lives Matter movement.
“Iwanttoshowthatthere’sracisminJapan
now,” said 17-year-old high school student
Wakaba, who declined to give her family
name.

InSeoul,dozens of South Koreanactivistsand
foreignresidents gathered, some wearing
blackmaskswith “Can’tbreathe” in Korean,
echoing George Floyd’s final wordsashelay
ontheground.

In Bangkok, activistsavoided coronavirus
restrictionsbygoingonline, asking forvideo
and photos of people wearingblack, raising
theirfistsand holding signs, and explaining
why they supported the Black Lives Matter
movement.

Protesters were expected to gather in
Washington for a huge demonstration
on Saturday as demonstrations across
the United States entered the 12th
day.
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