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NEWS

Diplomat: National efforts result
inreopening Bazargan border

Iranian Consularin Erzurum Sajjad Soltanzadehsaid
reopening Bazarganborder wasresulted by effortsin
nationalandlocallevel.

SpeakingtoIRNA, Soltanzadeh said itwasagood news
forthosewhoareactiveintransportation,exportsand
importsfields.

Theborderpointshavebeen closedsince thebeginning
ofthe coronavirusoutbreakinIran,headded.
Reopening the border was the result of phone
diplomacy of officialsin variouslevelsand even the
phone conversation between Iranian and Turkish
presidents.

Hewentontosaythatbothsidesfollowed upboosting
railtransportation capacity through Razi- Kapikdyand
implementingthe plantoexchangetrucksinanisolated
environmentin SariSubordermarket.
Referringtothe factthat Bazargan Customsisthefirst
and themostimportantgatebetweenIranand Turkey
toEuropewhichisnowactive for 24 hoursand through
whichover1,000trucksare exchanged, he hoped that
the capacity oftheborder canincrease development
volumeto 30billionperyear.

Earlier,Head of Iran's Presidential Office Mahmoud
Vaezisaidreopening Bazarganand Habur borders
by Turkish Trade Minister will cause developmentin
traderelations.

In addition to continuation of exchanging goods
throughrailway, road transportation willalso playa
significantroleinboostingtrade interactions, Vaezi
said.

Expressinghappinessthatthe outbreak of coronavirus
could notstop developingIran-Turkeyties, hehoped
forreinforcingrelationsby observinghealth protocols.
Bazargan Customs Houseisthe mostimportantIranian
ground border forimporting from and exporting to
Turkey.

Official: Khorramshahr port
interlinked with Iraqi ports
Managing Director of Khorramshahr Ports and
Maritime Office said on Thursday thatall maritime
activities of Khorramshahrporthavebeeninterlinked
withIragiportsinabidto controlandsafeguard Arvand
waterway.
Referringtoincreaseinthenumberofshipscommuteto
Iragandtheinternational nature of Arvand, Noorollah
Asaadisaidthatinterlinkedactivities of Khorramshahr
PortwithIraqiportswillensure maritime security.
Withregard tostoppingexports shipsreturning from
Persian Gulfstatesafter coronavirus outbreak, he said
thatships carryingexportproductswerenotpermitted
toenter Kuwait.

Theywere waitingin Khorramshahr Portformonths,
hesaid,addingthatthe cargoisnowbeingunloadedto
bepackedagain.

Thanks to its strategic position and its nearness
to significant markets like Iraq and Kuwait,
Khorramshahr Portisone ofthe mostimportanttrade
portsforexportinggoodsto Persian Gulfstates.

Iran, UAE resume maritime
trade

Theportsaffairsdirector of Iran’s Portsand Maritime
Organization (PMO) Ravanbakhsh Behzadian said that
Iranand UAE haveresumed maritimetrade.
Hemadetheannouncementon Thursday, saying that
maritime trade between Iran and the UAE hasbeen
halted since the outbreak of coronavirus pandemic.
Accordingtothe newhealth guidelinesand protocols,
these business communications have resumed
betweentwo countries,headded.

Of course, according to the UAE ports, theimport of
fruitfrom Iranshould onlybe done withrefrigerated
containers, whichisnotpossiblein ourtraditional
launches, Behzadiansaid.
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Iran's Foreign Non-Oil Trade at 9.3$
Billionin 2 Months

[ran’s foreign non-oil trade stood at9.34$ billion

intwo months ending May 20, of which exports
accounted for4.3$ billionandimports 5.04$ billion,
the spokesperson of the Islamic Republic of [ran

CustomsAdministrationsaid.

The country posted
a trade deficit of
$741 million over
thefirsttwomonths

N E W s ofthecurrentyear.

NEWS Noting that Iran
IS traded over 21
milliontonsofnon-
oilgoods duringthe period,
Rouhollah Latifiadded that
exportsweighed 14.5 million
tonsand imports 6.5 million
tons, IRICA'swebsitereported.
Compared  with  the
corresponding period of
lastyear (March 21-May 21,
2019), exportsregistereda
52% and 49% decline in
weightandvaluerespectively.
Year-on-year comparison of
imports showsadecrease of
4%inweightand 11%invalue.
“Duringthe second month of
thecurrentlranianyear (April
20-May 20),non-oil exports
hit9.17 million tons worth
$2.64,indicatinganincrease
of 71% in weight and 60%
invalue compared with the
precedingmonth,” Latifisaid.
“Imports grew by 53% in
weight and 61% in value
month-on-month to reach
3.87 milliontonsworth $3.11
billion.”
Atotal of 5.34 million tons of
non-oil goods worth $1.65
billion were exported and
2.52milliontonsworth $1.93
billionwereimported during
themonthendingApril 19.
Iran’s non-oil exports
during the month to May 20
registereda5.1% growthin
weight but a 4.5% decline
invalue compared with the
monthendingMarch 19.0ne-
monthimportsshowa31%
increaseinweightbutan 18%
decline in value compared
withthemonthendingMarch
19.
The IRICA spokesman said

JM/@;;

Chinawas Iran’s main export
destination, purchasing
$1.19billionworth of non-oil
goods fromus duringthe two-
month period toaccountfor
morethan27% ofIran’s total
exports.

“Itwas followed by [raq with
$1.1billionandashareofmore
than25%ofIran’sexports, the
UAE with $682 million and
theshare of 15%, Afghanistan
with $341 million and the
share of8% and Turkey with
$144 millionand the share of
morethan 35 fromIran’stotal
exports,"headded.

Top exporters to [ran were
Chinawith $1.23 billion, the
UAEwith$1.07billion, Turkey
with$535million, Russiawith
$356 millionand India with
$335million,hewasquotedas
sayingby Otaghiranonline.ir.
Germanyisnolongeramong
thetop five exporterstoIran,
asithasbeenovertaken by
Russia.

Declinein Exports Expected
Over Coronavirus

Iranhasto prepare fora30%
decline in its export value
in the current Iranian year
(March2020-21) compared
with last year due to the
impactofthe spread of the
novel coronavirusonnational
and international trade, a
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EmploymentofDirector General
of Cooperatives, Laborand Social
Welfare in North Khorasan
Province Mohammmad Arbabi
said on Tuesday that the first
international employmentoffice
started its activity in Bojnurd,
NorthKhorasan Province.

Arbabi said that not only we
are trying to send labor to the
Scandinavian regions such as
Norway, Sweden, Denmarkand
thenorthernpartofFinland, but,

member of I[ran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture’s Board of
Directorssaid.

“Under  the  current
circumstances, itis estimated
thatthe country’sexportswill
fallbetween $10-12 billion
compared with last year.
The main products that will
experienceaplungeduetothe
pandemicarepetrochemicals,
steel, mineral products, tile,
ceramicsand nuts,” Pedram
Soltani was also quoted as
sayingby ISNA.

According to  Mehdi
Mirashrafi,thehead of Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs
Administration, Iran’s non-
oil foreign trade stood at $85
billioninthefiscal2019-20,of
which exportsaccounted for
$41.3billionand imports for
$43.7billion.

Oil-based products and
byproducts as well as
petrochemical products
are included in IRICA's
"non-oil" export data. In
fact, petrochemicalsand gas
condensates constitute the
greatershareoftotal exports.
Notingthatlrantraded over
169 milliontonsofgoodslast
year, the ICCIMA member
said exports weighed 133.9
milliontons—threetimesas

muchasimportsinweightand
about13.5% morethaninthe
previousyear.

Interms of value, however,
exports showa 7% decline
year-on-year, Mehr News
Agencyreported.
“Importsreached 35.3 million
tons in the fiscal 2019-20,
indicating a 9.3% growth
year-on-year. A $2.4 billion
trade deficitwasregistered for
the countryduringthe period
underreview. Raw materials,
machineryandintermediate
goods accounted for 85% of
theimports,”hesaid.
“Petrochemicalsmadeup the
lion’s share of exports, which
indicates thatthe countryis
movingfrombeingdependent
onsellingunprocessed goods
toward exporting petroleum
products. However, the fact
thateachtonoflran’simports
wasvaluedat$1,220 while
eachtonofexportswasworth
only $309 indicates that
exportsofunprocessedgoods
poses a challenge to [ran’s
economy.”

Accordingto Soltani, prices
of Iranian products have
increasedasaresultofarisein
theprices ofrawmaterials. He
saidtheeconomywillcontinue
tograpple withhighinflation
ratesintheyearahead.

in Iran

The Deputy Minister
of Cooperatives for
Entrepreneurship and

Int'l employment office starts operation

wearelooking forjobsin other
countriesaswell.

He added that the borders are
closed due to the coronavirus
pandemic but expressed hope
that the condition for sending
workersabroad willimprove with
operation of the international
office.Accordingtothereport,the
membership of more than4,000
engineersinthe North Khorasan
Construction
Standards Organizationindicates
the provincial high capacity in
terms of enjoying experts and
skilled workers.

Engineering
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What's News
Iran, Serbia
emphasizeboosting
transportation
relations
Iranian Ambassador
to Belgrade Rashid
Hassanpour and

Serbian Minister of
Construction, Transport
and Infrastructure
Zorana Z. Mihajlovi¢
stressed  developing
cooperation in air and
road transportationand
infrastructurefield.
Z.Mihajlovi¢highlighted
developing cooperation
withIraninvariousfields.
She also praised Iran's
principled position with
regard to defending
Serbian territorial
integrity and national
sovereignty.

She also referred to
facilitating cooperation
between Iranian and
Serbian construction
companies.

She described Iran-
Serbiaairtransportation
agreement as  an
important factor in
developingtourism, and
cooperationinagricultural
andeconomicfields.
Hassanpour, for his
part, elaborated on the
importance of recent

phone call between
Iranian and Serbian
presidents.

He underscored both
sides’ independence in
foreign policy field and
the firm determination
forreinforcing bilateral
relations.

He expressed Iran’s
readiness forreinforcing
cooperationinagriculture,
foodindustry,education,
information technology,

tourism, mine and
constructionfields.
Iranian diplomat

stressed the need for
facilitating visaissuance
and launching direct
flight between Tehran
and Belgrade aiming to
exchangetourists.
Earlier, Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani in a
phone callwithhisSerbian
counterpartAleksandar
Vuci¢underlined Iran’s
readinessfortransferring
anti-COVID experiencesto
Serbia, sayingthe US cruel
sanctionswillnotdisturb
economictiesbetweenthe
twocountries.
Referringtolran’ssuccess
and planningin fighting
coronavirus such as
producing diagnostics
test kits by Iranian
knowledge-based
companies, President
RouhanisaidIranisready
toshare experiencesand
tomaintain scientificand
technology cooperation
with Serbia.
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British FM reacts
toUSprotests
Inreaction totherecent
protestsin US due to the
deathofan Americanblack
man, UK Foreign Minister
Dominic Raab said on
Thursday that Britain
expects the USto protect
mediafreedoms.

Asked duringaninterview
on Sky News whether
he condemned police
violence in the United
States,Raabsaid, “Anyone
thatsawthefootage ofthe
treatmentof George Floyd
would have been moved
anddistressedasIwas,and
[thinkseeingthe protests
and the violence is very
distressing," accordingto
Reuters.

“You mention media
freedomsandjournalistic
freedoms, of course,
the UShasatradition of
protecting all of those
things and yes we do
expectthattocontinue.”
Raab said Britain would
“of course” raise difficult
issues with the United
Stateswhenitneededto.
“Wewantto see America
cometogether;”hesaid.
GeorgeFloydan American
blackmandiedlastweek
after a police officer
pressed hisknee into his
neck for several minutes
even after he stopped
moving and pleading
for air. The death set off
proteststhatspreadacross
America,and now; beyond.
His death hasalsoled to
the protests ofthousands
ofpeopleacrosstheworld,
includingthe UK, Greece,
France, Finland, Sweden,

andetc.
Russia' UN

envoy backs
Iran's right to
missileprogram
Russian Ambassador to
UN Vasily Alekseevich
Nebenzya on Friday
slammed allegations
statingIranhasbreached
theUNresolutionin2015
throughthelaunchofthe
satellite.

The United States'
prolonged  attempts
to deprive Iran of the
benefits of a peaceful
space program under
false pretences could
beregardedasaserious
concernand deepregret,
headded.He termed the
US allegations against
thelaunch ofthe satellite,
which was carried out
on April 22, 2020, as
misleading.Iranhasnever
had nuclearweapons; he
said adding, the country
does not have them
currently,and we donot
expectittohavethemin
thefuture.

American convictreleased
with Islamic kindness: Spox

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Seyyed Abbas
Mousaviannounced therelease ofa US citizen Michael
White, who was imprisoned on security chargesin
Iran, on Thursday:.

Seyyed Abbas Mousavi said that Michael White
compensated the plaintiffs and was released with
Islamic kindness and considering human rights
considerations, and left Iran on Thursday.
Mousaviadded, "Simultaneously with White's release,

y skin coloris not a erime, butyour
racism should be

The USisnow going through widespread b -

racial unrest following the killing of a
-46year-old black man George Floyd, whose
repeated ' can'tbreathe' minutes before
he died under the knee of a Minneapolis
police officer on May 25 is being chanted
worldwidein protestagainstthe US systemic

racismand police brutality.

i

The brutal killing
of George Floyd, a
46-year-old black

ISFAHAN

N E w s man  suspected
of passing a
NEWS counterfeit $20 bill,

I § under the knee of

aMinneapolis police officer
onMay 25,2020, has sparked
worldwideralliesinsolidarity

Majid Taheri, an Iranian scientistwho wasimprisoned
inthe United States for false reasons, wasreleased too."
Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman also noted that
"After coronavirus spread, accordingto the order ofthe
head ofthe Judiciary Ebrahim Raisi, White was given
furlough, butaslongashehadnooneinlIran, he was
handed overto the USinterests sectioninIran,i.e.the
Embassy of Switzerland. As he had some symptoms
ofthevirus, he was totally examined and after making
sure thathe was notsick, the freedom verdict was
implemented."

Confirmingtherelease of Iranian scientist Majid Taheri
from US prison, Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad

Zariflast night said that
this can happen for all
prisoners.

Majid Taheri was
sentenced to 16
months in prison
for circumventing
unilateral anti-Iranian
sanctions.

On Wednesday, Another
Iranian scientist Sirous Asgariwho
hadbeenimprisoned inthe United Stateshasreturned
tothe country.

NEWS

Zarif: Iranian hostages in US

should come home

Iran's Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifina
messagereferredtothe upcomingreturnofthe Iranian
hostagetoIran,sayingIranianhostagesinthe USshould
come home."Pleased that Dr. Majid Taheriand Mr.
White will soonbejoiningtheir families," Zarif wrote
onhis Twitteraccounton Thursday."Prof. Sirous Asgari
washappily reunited with his family on Weds. This can
happenforallprisoners,”headded.

“Noneed for cherry-picking. Iranian hostages held
in—and on behalf of—the US should come home,”
the Iranian foreign minister noted.Zarif earlier said
prisonerswapbetween Iranand the UShasno problem
and "we donotneed holdingnegotiations”,adding
thatprisoner swap will be made with coordination
ofthe US' Interests Section in Tehran.On Wednesday,
[ranianscientistSirous Asgariwhowasarrested by the
USImmigrationand Customs Enforcement (ICE) was
released upon the efforts made by the Iranian Foreign
Ministry and returned home.Dr. Asgari, 59, was taken
to custodyin the United Statesin November 2019 on

with anti-racism protests
currently underway in the
United States.
Caughtonaphone’scamera
by onlookers, the viral video
shows awhite police officer,
Derek Chauvin, pressing his
kneeto Floyd'sneckforalmost
nine minutes while Floyd was
handcuffed face downin the
street. “I can’tbreathe,” Floyd
saysrepeatedly while three
other officers watch. “Please.
Please.Please.l can’'tbreathe.
Please, man.” According
to the complaint submitted
tothe court, during the final
three minutes, Floyd was
unresponsiveandhadnopulse,
butofficersmadenoattemptto
revive himand Chauvin kept
hisknee onFloyd'sneckeven
asarrivingemergency medical
techniciansattemptedtotreat
him.

The incident in itself is
harrowingenough to invoke
suchworldwide outrage and
abhorrence over the loss
ofinnocentlife at the hands
of whatis actually sworn to
protectthesaidinnocentlives,
butthatdoesn’tevenbeginto
covertheactual extentofthe
systemicracismand carnage
againstthe African-Americans
thathavebeeninplaceinthe
United States forhundreds of
years.

A quick, simple search

online will bringup over 100
names of African-Americans
who have beenkilled by the
police or in police custody
while unarmed. In fact,
Floyd’s ‘[ can’tbreathe’ was
ahaunting echo of whatEric
Garnerhadrepeated 11 times
beforelosing consciousness
whilelying face down on the
sidewalk. Garner, a 44-year-
old African-American man,
diedon]July 17,2014, afteran
NYPD officer, Daniel Pantaleo,
puthimina chokehold while
arrestinghim onthe suspicion
ofsellingsingle cigarettes from
packs without tax stamps.
Thehashtag "#1CantBreathe"
gained worldwide support
with over 1.3 million tweets
in December 2014 after the
officerwasacquitted fromany
charges.Pantaleodid notface
anyindictmentand was fired
over fiveyears after Garner’s
death.

Associated with the Black Lives
Matter movement, ‘I Can’t
Breathe’ has now become a
slogan chanted by protesters
againstpolice brutality and
institutional racisminthe US.
The US national security
adviser Robert O'Brien may
wishtolookthe other way by
sayingthathe doesn'tbelieve
insystemicracisminpolicing
and talk all he wants about
some ‘bad apples’inthe law

enforcement,butthatdoesn’t
change the glaring statistical
factsthatAfrican-Americans,
despitemakingup only 13% of
theUSpopulation,aretwo-and-
a-halftimes morelikely than
white Americanstobekilled by
thepolice.Blackteenagersare
also 21 timesmorelikely than
white teenagerstobekilled by
police.

A truly tragic case in point,
whichiscredited asone ofthe
several policekillings of black
Americanswhich sparked the
BlackLives Matter movement,
isthe death of twelve-year-old
Tamir Rice, whowas playing
withatoygunina Cleveland
park when police officer
Timothy Loehmann gotoutof
his cruiser and immediately
shot the boy, who died in
hospital the next day. The
officerwasnotchargedinthe
killing, which incited public
protests over police brutality
againstblack people, further
intensified afteragrandjury
decision to not indict the
police officer who fatally shot
Michael Brown,an 18-year-old
blackman, who,accordingto
eyewitnesses, was unarmed
and had his hands up before
he was shot. The "Hands Up,
Don'tShoot" thenbecamea
definingslogan ofthe protests
inFerguson.

According to a study by

pandemicisnotasubjectthat Americansare thinkingabout.

researchersfromNortheastern
and Harvard University, which
analyzed fatal shootings by
police in 27 US states from
2014-15, it was revealed
thatamong those whowere
"unarmed and appeared to
show no objective threat to
police, nearlytwo-thirds ofthe
victimswereHispanicorBlack”
Also,a2019 study by the US
census bureau and Statistia.
com shows that African-
Americans are more likely to
getfatally shotby police than
otherethnicgroups.
TheUSisnowgoingthroughthe
mostwidespreadracialunrest
in its history since Martin
LutherKingJrwasassassinated
byawhitesupremacistin 1968.
The visceral protests,
mainly peaceful, have
been calling for an end to
racism and discrimination
while expressinganger and
frustration overthe continued
acts of the police killing of
black Americans, which, in
many cases, donoteven face
indictment.

The US President Donald
Trump, whoseracistremarks
and stances have been
numerous enough to have a
Wikipedia page ofits own, took
ahardline ontheprotests,even
goingso faras to threaten to
send in the military to quell
unrest.

charges of circumventing the US trade sanctions, but,
hewasre-arrested by the US Immigrationand Customs
Enforcementdespiteacquittal by the US courtofjustice.

Ghalibaf:
Imam Khomeiniforced US toget
itsknee off'the oppressed people’s

necks

ParliamentSpeaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibafsaid
57yearsago peopleshouted "we cannotbreathe"”, but
itwasImam Khomeini, thelate founder ofthe Islamic
Republic, who forced the US to getits knee off the
oppressed people’sneck.Inatweeton Thursday,onthe
57thanniversary ofan uprisingagainstthe former US-
backed Pahlaviregime, Ghalibafreferred totherecent
murderofablackcitizen who choked to death under
thekneesofaUScop,sayingthat57 yearsago, Imam
Khomeiniforced the USto getitsknee offthe oppressed
people’sneckwhen people shouted thatthey could not
breathe.Ghalibafadded, Imam Khomeini showed the
world thatitis possible toremove the US' knee away
fromthe neckofthe oppressed peopleand slapped
themintheirfacesothatthey forgetoccupation, coup
and plunder.nrecentdays, American peoplehavebeen
protestingthe death of George Floyd - ablackman who
was unarmed and died atthe hands of police putting
pressure on his throat until he choked.Earlier, the
[ranian Foreign Ministryhadsaid, "Iranregretsthetragic
murder ofblack Americans, denounces deadly racial
profilingin the United States & urges the authorities
todojustice for every case.""The protestors' voice
mustbeheard.Indoingso, suppressing the suffering
of Americans & #PressFreedom must URGENTLY be
stopped,"itadded.On Thursday,June 5, Iraniansmarked
the 57thanniversary ofanuprisingagainstthe former
US-backed Pahlaviregime. The uprisingin 1963,during
whichmanyIranianslosttheirlives,was one ofthe main
eventsthatculminatedintheIslamicRevolution some
15yearslater.

awarthatwouldbeunpopularwithswingvoters.

By Biden presidency, US
and Iranrelation become
more normal; Expert

Professorof Governmentand International Affairsbelieves thatif
the United States and Iran can makeitthrough the nextsixmonths
withoutadisaster, and ifJoe Biden defeats President Trump, and
particularlyifthe Democratsalsogain controlofthe U.S.Senate, there
isareal possibility thatthe United Statesand Iran could achievemore
normalrelations.

Edward Rhodes whois Professor of George Mason University
saidinaninterview with ILNA news agency that for the nextsix
months, however, American foreign policy toward Iranislikely tobe
unpredictable onaday-by-daybasis, withareal danger ofdramatic
Americanresponsestolow-level events.

He pointed to America's biggestissues and added “Speaking
bluntly and candidly, the suffering of the Iranian people due to the
coronavirus, and the impactofinternational economicsanctions
ontheability ofthe [ranian governmentand society to cope with the

“AsfarasmostAmericansare concerned, Iran can end the sanctions
whenever it wants - by making the nuclear and foreign policy
concessions thattheinternational communityhas demanded. As
Americantennisplayerswouldsay, “theballisinIran’s court””

The US Professor stated thatitisimportant to recognize that U.S.
foreignpolicyis currentlyinastate ofsuspended animation,adding
“Morebroadly, however, Political attentionin the United Statesis
entirelytakenupwithtwointerconnected subjects: the fightagainst
the coronavirusin America, and the Novemberelections. All other
policy choicesareviewed throughthelens ofthese twoissues: how
willthisaction affectthe spread ofthe coronavirus and how will it
affecttheelection.”
“Sowhetherornottoliftsanctionsonlranandtoseekbetterrelations
-or,conversely, topressIran even harder,attherisk of war-simplyis
notbeingdiscussedatthepresenttime.”

Referringtorecent U.S. policy toward Iran, Edward Rhodes said
“because of coronavirusand election, Trump administration toavoid
doinganythingthatmightappeartobe making concessionstoIran,
whileatthe sametimeavoidingactionsthatwouldbelikelytotrigger

“Itismuch less clear, however, what the President will do as the
electiondraws closerandaspolls continuetoshowhimlosing. While
itremains conceivable that President Trumpmightseeksomesortof
positivebreakthroughin U.S.-Iranianrelationsthathe could present
tohisbaseandtothe wider Americanpublicasagreattriumph, there
isareal dangerthatthe Presidentmightchoose to seize on some
[ranianactionasapretextforwar, headded.

The Professorof Governmentand International Affairs said thatthe
Presidenthasalready decided thatblaming Chinaand the World
Health Organization for America’s difficultieswith the coronavirusis
agoodwaytodistractvoters’attention fromthe failure ofthe Trump
administrationtotake thevirusseriouslyandtoprepare forit.
Referringtotherecenteventsinthe United Statesand the declinein
Trump'spopularity;he said “While the Presidenthasthe unshakeable
supportofhisbase - socially conservative businessleadersand,
moreimportantly, disaffected ruraland small-town voterswhohave
suffered during globalization and who view the outside world with
considerablehostility-thisbasealoneisnotquite enoughtowinhim
re-election.”



Maintaining public health top priority for gov't: Pres. Rouhani

Iranian President Hassan Rouhanisaid thatmaintaining the health of the people
andallmembers ofsocietyisatop priority forthe government.The session of the
specialized committees ofthe National Task Force for Fighting Coronavirus chaired
by President Hassan Rouhani on Thursday, in which the members discussed a
number ofissuesrelated tothereopening of socialand culturalactivities.During the
meeting, the Presidentstressed the need for strict monitoring of the implementation

ofhealth protocolsby theagenciesandall people.Rouhanipointed outthatthe conditions

20000 Rials

ofthe COVID-19virusare unclearin the future, saying, "Maintaining the health ofthe peopleand allmembers

ofsociety isatop priority forthe governmentand should be planned in such away thateconomicand social
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Expert Iranian ship sinks
offIraqi coast
. N An Iranian vessel has
Dlplomat. National drowned near the Iraqi
efforts result port of Umm Qasr, a
in l'eopening seniorIranian maritime
Bazargan border official said on Friday.
Director-General
Iran's Forei of Maritime Affairs
an's .0 cien of Iran’s Ports and
Non-Oil Tradeat Maritime Organization,
9.3$ Billionin2 Nader Pasandeh, said
Months o the Iranian commercial

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

vessel "Behbahan",
carrying 850 tons of
ceramic, sank off the
Iragiportof Umm Qasr

04:16:58 in the early hours of
Noon call to prayer: Friday.
13:02:07 Henoted thatfour crew
. 1 memberswererescued
PGl e payer] buttwo have died in the
20:28:50 incident.
The status of any others

High:38°c
Low:16 °c

onboardisstill unclear
asthelranianandIraqi
rescue teams continue
to search for the other
people who were on
board.

Further details will be
published later.

activitiesaretakenintoaccount"."The societymustbelieve thatthe future of the coronavirusisuncertain, so
peoplemustadapttothevirusinanysituation,” the presidentsaid.

My skin coloris notacrime, but
vyour racism should be 5

Poor Wastewater Infrastructure Taking Toll on

Karoun River

Closeto 80,000 cubicmeters ofindustrialand municipal

effluent flows into the world famous Karoun River

in Ahvaz, Khuzestan Province, every day, head of the

provincial branch of Departmentof Environmentsaid.

“The Ahvaz East Wastewater Treatment
Plant (with daily capacity of112,000 cubic
meters) waslaunchedin2018.Butdueto
theincomplete wastewater infrastructure
(sewage collection network) intheregion,
aslittleas 20,000 cubicmeters of effluentis
recycled atthefacility per day,” Mohammad
Javad Ashrafiwas quoted as sayingby IRNA.
Ahvazisdivided into easternand western
partsviathe Karoun River thatprovides
water for farmingand industries.
Onayearlybasis, 100,000 cubic meters
of wastewaterisproducedinthe eastern
flank ofthe key oil city, of which only 20% s
recycledandtherestisdischargedintothe
riverand the stenchhasmadelife miserable
forresidentsinand around the city, he
added.
“Funding to complete the networkin the
eastern partofthe city ($56 million) has
been madeavailable through the National
Development Fund of Iran, the sovereign
wealth fund.”
According to the official, operations to
complete the sewage collection network
is underway and is supposed to be
completedand connected to the Ahvaz East
Wastewater Treatment Plantin September.
Completion ofthe projectwill revive 7,000
hectaresoffarmland in Ahvaz.
Inaddition to meeting a partofthe water
requirement for farming and industries,
treatment plants help preserve the
environment.
Collecting and treating wastewater is
essential to protecting the environment
becauseifitisnotitcontaminatesclean
waterunderground.

“While the country grapples with a
worsening water crisis, less than 25% of
the wastewaterisrecycled due to poor

infrastructure.”

Rising Deficit

Around 5 billion cubic meters of
wastewateris produced annuallyin Iran,
whichiftreated can help compensate the
risingwater deficitthathasbecomeagrave
national concernas consumptionrisesand
production falls.

Givenyears ofdwindlingrainfalland rising
consumption,authoritiesandindependent
experts have been pleading for more
attention and funds for collecting, treating
andrecyclingwater.

Referring to hospital waste (a major
source of contamination), the DoE official
said all hospitalsin the vicinity of Karoun
Riverare equipped with treatment plants
and thereare “noworriesin thisregard.”
Nonetheless, wastewater from the huge
sugarcane factoriesstill poursinto theriver.
Khuzestanisamajorsugarcane producer.
With a population ofabout 1.4 million,
thereis only one wastewater treatment
facility in the west of the city thatbarely
recycles 30,000 cubicmeteraday.
According to Behnam Moridi, director
ofthe provincial water company,atleast
50% of Ahvaz wastewater infrastructure,
including 1,100 dilapidated pipelines,are
inurgentneed ofrepairs.

“Close to 100 kilometers of decrepit
pipelines,somereportedly over 30 years
old, have beenrestored and therestare
beingrenovated.”

Metal pipes, most of which are old, leaky
and rusty, are being replaced with high
density polyethylene tubes, he said, noting
thatthe projectneeds five more yearstobe
completed (due to financial constraints).
The wastewater network stretches over
2,300kilometers and was extended by 35
kmin2019.

The oil-rich city is deprived of efficient
infrastructure that can collect surface
water, soassoonas precipitation surpasses
10 millimeters rainwater penetrates
underground wastewater network causing
extensive damage.

Thousands defyban to attend Hong Kong vigil

forTiananmen Square

Flames from candlesilluminated the streets and parks

of Hong Kong as tens of thousands of people defied

coronavirusrestrictions on gatheringstocommemorate

China's Tiananmen Square massacre.

The annual vigil carried new significance on
Thursday as Hong Kong people remembered
notonlythehundreds,and possibly thousands,
killed when Chinese soldiers cracked down on
pro-democracy in BeijingonJune 4,1989,but
alsolookedahead toanewnational securitylaw
that China planstoimpose and critics say will
threaten Hong Kong's civilliberties.

Despite coronavirus pandemic restrictions
prohibiting gatherings of more than eight
people, Hong Kong police did not move to stop
themainvigilin Victoria Park.

Several thousand people, many clad in black,
joined therallyafter breakingthroughbarriers
thatsealed offthearea. They held signsand
chanted slogans like "liberate Hong Kong,
revolution of our time" and "fight for freedom,
stand with HongKong".

Tear gaswas fired and several arrest made in
the district of Mong Kok during scuffles after
demonstrators tried to set up roadblocks.
Pockets of protesters also fanned out
throughoutseveral shoppingdistricts.

Last month, China's parliament, following
nearly ayear of pro-democracy protestsin
Hong Kong, moved to bypass the territory's
legislature toimpose a national security law
aimed at stifling dissent, "terrorism" and
"separatism".

Critics say the law would destroy the civil
liberties Hong Kongresidents enjoy under the
"one country, two systems" agreement putin
place when the United Kingdom handed the
territorybackto Chinain1997.The agreement
issettoendin 2047.Reporting from Victoria
Parkon Thursday, AlJazeera's Sarah Clarke said
therewasapervasive sense of worry fromvigil
organisersand pro-democracy supportersthat
thenewlegislation could spell the end for such
gatherings."Chinaisgoingtointroduce those

laws, and potentially target political dissidents
or those people who speak out against the
mainland,” shesaid.
Thevigiltookplacejusthoursafter HongKong's
pro-Beijinglegislature passed abill outlawing
anydisrespectofChina'snational anthem, with
ajailtermofaslongasthreeyears.

'Powerful symbol'

Despite whatcriticshave described as threats
toHongKong'sautonomy, the vigil on Thursday
was "avery powerful symbol" that the spiritof
theterritory's peopleremained intact, Anthony
Dapiran,alawyerand author, told Al Jazeera.
"Tonighthasbeenaremarkable symbol that
the HongKongpeoplearestill very passionate
aboutdemocracy in their city, full of a fighting
spirit, and I think we're going to see them
continue comingoutto protestinsupport
of theirbeliefs," he said.In Victoria Park, Yip,
a73-year-old man who only gave his family
name, told AFP news agency: "I've come here
for the vigil for 30 years in memory of the
victims ofthe June 4 crackdown, butthisyearit
ismoresignificanttome."He added: "Because
HongKongis experiencing the same kind of
repression from the sameregime, justlike what
happenedin Beijing."
"Wearejustremembering those who died on
June4,the studentswhowerekilled. Whathave
we donewrong? For 30 years we have come
here peacefully and reasonably, onceit's over
it's'sayonara’ (goodbye)," shesaid.
'Purposefully forgotten'

Inastatementto mark the anniversary, the
White House urged China to respect human
rights and fulfill its commitments on Hong
Kong.

"The American people stand together with all
Chinese citizensin their pursuit of fundamental
rights, including the rightto accountable and
representative governance and freedom of
speech, assembly, and religious belief," the
statementsaid.

The US and Taiwan, which Beijing claims as
its own, have urged China to atone for the
crackdown, forwhich Chinahasneverprovided
afullaccount.China's foreign ministry said the
callsforanapology were "complete nonsense".
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