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NEWS

Iran's Agrifood Exports Earn Over
$330minl1Month

Iran exported 679,510 tons of agricultural and food
productsworthabout$336 million duringthe monthto
April19toregistera25.85%riseintonnageanda9.13%
declineinvalue compared withlastyear’s corresponding
period, the Agriculture Ministryreported.
Tomatoestoppedthelistofexportsintermsofvalue,asthe
countryexported $37.94 millionworth ofthe crop during
themonth.

Apple was the second major exported agricultural
productin terms of value with $28.56 million followed
by watermelon with $24.51 million, tomato paste with
$14.12 millionand orangeswith $10.55 million.

Interm oftonnage, watermelons topped the list with
117,260 tons, followed by tomatoes with 84,000 tons,
appleswith 76,070 tons, oranges with 34,130 tonsand
cucumberswith21,200tons.

Agronomical productsaccounted for447,510tonsworth
$154.88 million of total exports, up 7.83% in tonnage
and down 20.92% invalue year-on-year. Exports of
horticultural products stood at 169,500 tons worth
$112.61 million,up 119.29%and 6.79% in tonnage and
valuerespectively YOY.

Livestockand poultryexportsstoodat55,270tonsworth
$55.3 million, up 36.36% intonnageand down 0.82%in
valueYOY.

Thefisheriessector exported 6,340 tonsworth $11.87
million, up 3.35% and 3.25% in tonnage and value
respectively YOY.

Exports from the forestand rangeland sector hit 880
tonsworth $1.25 million,down 8.88%intonnageand up
12.72%invalue YOY.

10%DeclineinImportValue

Importsduringthe same period stood at2.07 milliontons
worth $831.18 million, indicatinga 33.64% growthin
tonnagebuta10.4%decreaseinvalueyear-on-year.
Wheathad the biggest shareintotalimportsinterms
of value with $190.67 million, followed by soymeal
with $106.88 million, field corn with $104.69 million,
semi-polished and polished rice with $89.06 millionand
soybeanwith $79.05 million.In terms of tonnage, wheat
toppedimportswith 692,420tons, followed by field corn
with 430,220 tons,soymeal with 269,110 tons, soybean
with 178,990 tons and semi-polished and polished rice
with 104,280 tons.Agronomical productsaccounted for
2milliontonsworth$712.48 million oftotalimports, up
39.67%and 8.24%intonnageandvaluerespectively YOY.
Horticultural productsstoodat61,190 tonsworth $65.2
million, down 28.66%and 20.91% in tonnage and value
respectively YOY.Importsoflivestockand poultry products
hit11,120 tonsworth $47.95 million, down 66.87%and
73.39%intonnageandvaluerespectively YOY.

The veterinary sectorimported 20 tons worth $2.83
million,down 73.84%intonnageand up 30.35%invalue
YOY.Imports by the fisheries sectoramounted to 1,080
tonsworth $1.9 million, up 1,635.44%and 22.97%in
tonnageandvaluerespectively YOY.
Importsfromtheforestand rangeland sectortotaled 620
tonsworth$820,000,down 3.52%and 73.16%intonnage
andvaluerespectively YOY.The exportand importsums
indicatethatIranrecordedatrade deficitof 1.39 million
tonsintonnage and $495.26 millioninvalue duringthe
monthinreview.

AbundantRainfallsBoostYields

Agriculturalyields are expected toimprove by 3million
tonsthankstothe currentgood rainfall year. Unlikelast
year,when downpoursand floods caused significant
damagestofarmers, theincreased precipitationreceived
inaridand semi-arid provincesisexpectedtoleadtoa
bumperharvestthisyear (started March 20).
Outofnearly 18 million hectaresofIran's farmlands, 12
million hectaresarerain-fed. Theimpact of rainfallsis
more significantinarid areasin the central, southern,
easternand southeasternregions strugglingwith water
shortages, droughtand extended dry seasons since most
oftheirfarmsarerain-fed.
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Iran Real Estate Perceived as Safe
Haven for Investment

The coronavirushas

stoked concernsaboutlosing

one’ssavingsasmore people entered the housing

marketin the month ending May 20 to register

an %809.9riseinhome deals compared with the

precedingmonth.
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Mehdi Soltan-
Mohammadi, a
housingexpert,says
w s peopleareturningto

thehousingmarket
WS to protect their

oo savingsinthe face of

risinginflation.

“No one sees housing as
a short-term consumer
commodity. Even real
consumersview purchasing
a home as a long-term
investment,” hesaid.

“In recent years, Iran’s
population has continued
togrow and migration from
villagestocitieshasincreased
tremendously.  Policies
need to be directed toward
encouragingsupply. However,
interference in markets,
including housing market,
which hasthe self-regulation
function,isnotadvisable.”
Echoingthe samesentiments,
Ali Abdolalizadeh, former
housing minister, said, “There
isnosuchthingasspeculative
practiceinthehousingmarket:
85%ofhomesbuiltinlranare
traded by real consumers.
A small fraction of people
engages in house flipping
[buyingahouse or property
with the intent of selling it
for a profit] and that’s only
observable aboutluxurious
homes,” he was quoted as
sayingbythe Persian-language
daily Shahrvand.

“Price balance is more
conspicuousin thehousing
marketthanany other market.
Theriseinhome prices over
five-to-10-year periods went
harmoniously along with
inflationpeaks.”
Atotalof11,310homeswere
soldinthe capital duringthe
second month ofthe current
fiscalyear (April 20-May 20),

registering an 809.9% rise
compared withthe preceding
month. They saw ayear-on-
yeardeclineof6.7% compared
with 12,128 deals in the
corresponding month oflast
year.

Data published by Central
Bank of Iran on its website
alsoindicatethattheaverage
price ofeachsquare meterofa
residential propertyin Tehran
stoodat169.72 millionrials
($981) during the month
underreview,showingasurge
0f33.9%overlastyear’ssame
monthasaverage prices were
registeredat 126.72 million
rials (§720) then.
Homepricesinthe capital city
increased by 11% compared
to152.95 millionrials ($884)
inthefirstmonthofthecurrent
year.

PropertyDeals

The CBI dataalso show that
duringthe month endingMay
20, newly-built residential
properties up to five years
old constituted the highest
proportion ofdealsat38.8%
(or4,391deals),downby 2.2
percentage points compared
with the same month oflast
year.
Thatlostsharewasadded to
homessixto 10yearsoldand
thoseabove 15years. Homes
withalifespanofsixto 10years
and 16to 20 yearsaccounted
for18.3%and 17.8% of total
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dealsrespectively.

The share of dealsinvolving
homesthatwere11to15years
oldalsodecreasedfrom12.6%
ofthetotal deals oflastyear’s
samemonthto12.5%thisyear.
Homesabove 20years posted
ashareof12.6% oftotal deals,
compared with 11.1% ofthe
samemonthoflastyear.

The distribution of dealt
properties showsthatamong
Tehran's 22 districts, District
5grabbed the highest share
oftotal dealsat15.2%.Itwas
followed by districts 2 and 4
witharespectiveshare 0f9.6%
and8.3%.

All-in-all, 10 districts (five,
two, four, 10, 14, eight, seven,
15, one and three) grabbed
thelion's share of the deals
at72.8% withtheremaining
12 districtsholdinga27.2%
share.

AmongTehran's 22 districts,
District 1 registered the
highestaverage home price
of 339 millionrials ($1,959)
per square meter. District
18 offered the capital city's
cheapest homes with an
average per-square meter
price of 78.5 million rials
($453). The aforesaid
numbers showarespective
increaseof30.3%and 32.8%
YOY.

Residential units with an
average price range of 120
million rials ($693) to 135

million rials ($780) per
square meter were the most
popularin Tehran duringthe
Iranian month underreview,
asitgrabbedan8.8% share of
alldeals. They were followed
by units priced at 90 million
rials ($520) to 105 millionrials
($606) persquaremeterwitha
share of8.6%.
Fromthetotalnumberofdeals,
56.9% belonged to homes
cheaperthantheaverage per-
square meter price of the city
(i.e.169.72 million rials or
$981).

Residential units withafloor
areaof50-60 square meters
registered thehighestnumber
of saleswitha 15% share of
totaldeals.

Units withanarea of 60-70
square meters and 70-80
square meters came second
and third with respective
sharesof14.2%and 11.3%
respectively. All-in-all, units
withanareaoflessthan 80
square metershada53.8%
shareoftotal deals.
CBldatafurthershowTehran's
homes worth between 4.5
billionrials ($26,011) and 6
billionrials ($34,682) were
themostpopularwitha10.6%
shareoftotal deals. Thesewere
followedbyhomeswithaprice
tagofbetween 6 billion rials
and7.5billionrials ($43,352)
with ashare of 10% oftotal
deals.

cooperation

sides discussed

Iran Russia to hold 16th joint

economic commission in Caucasus

Iran and Russia have
agreed on holding the
16thround of theirjoint
economic
commission.
In a phone talk between
Iran's Energy Minister
Reza Ardakanian and
his Russian counterpart
Alexander Novakon Friday,
the two sides agreed to
holding the nextround of
Iran-Russiajointeconomic
cooperation commissionin
the Caucasus.

Both

various topics, including
joint projects and holding
the
commission.
Ardakanian and Novak
conferred on power plant
projects, especially the
Sirik project.
Implementing projects
of building four thermal
plants in
Abbas named Sirik and
electrifying Garmsar-
Inche Boroun railway
were among other topics
reviewed by both ssides.

joint cooperation

Bandar
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What's News

Central Bank of
Iran: First Bond
AuctionJune 2
The Central Bank of
Iran will hold its first
auction of government
bonds on Tuesday. Ithas
askedbankstoplace buy
orders forthe Murabeha
bonds on the interbank
trading platform.
Bonds are worth 100
trillion rials ($588
million) and mature in
2023 at 15% payable
every six months. The
bonds are to be sold
on a gradual basis in
regularweeklyauctions,
according to a notice
published on the CBI
website.

Plansto openaprimary
interbank market for
bond auctions are
aimed at helping the
governmentraise funds
forbudgetaryneedsasit
struggles with highand
rising deficits.

Earlier the CBI had
announced thatitplans
tohold auctions at the
start of each trading
weekand onaregular
basis.

Orderswillbe processed
by the CBI's brokerage
arm and will be sent to
the Economy Ministry
for approval. The
brokerage firm should
settle the payment in
oneworkingday.

As per the 2020-
21 budget, the CBI
cannottradein Islamic
bonds issued by the
government in the
primary market. This
means “it cannot
participateinauctions
ofgovernmentbonds”.
“The CBI can only
trade in bonds in the
secondary market,” the
regulatorsaid.

[tsaid theinitiative aims
to boost government
finances, reduce trading
costsinthe interbank
market and facilitate
access of banks and
credit institutions to
bonds.

Raising funds through
the debt market is
seen as critical for the
government saddled
with deepbudgetholes
thathave become bigger
due to the coronavirus,
collapsingoil prices, US
sanctions andloss of oil
exportrevenue.

The government
expectstomake 1,090
trillion rials ($6.4
billion) from bonds
as per provisions
of the current fiscal
budget. Thisisup 70%
compared to the 640
trillion rials that was
envisaged in the last
fiscalbudget.
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Rights Group
Reportsover
100 Israeli
Violationsin

Palestine

The Palestinian
Center for Human
Rights (PCHR)
documented over
100 violations of
international human
rights law inflicted
by Israeli occupation
forces and settlersin
justone weekin the
occupied Palestinian
territories.
AccordingtoaPCHR
report published
yesterday, a total of
106 Israeli human
rights abuses were
comprehensively
recorded; however,
the restrictions
imposed under the
state of emergency
have hindered the
NGO’s ability to cover
all incidents in the
occupied territories,
the Middle East
Monitorreported.
“This week, which
marked the Muslim
holiday, Eid al-Fitr,
which celebrates the
end ofthe holy month
of Ramadan, was
no different, as IOF
attacks continued;
additionally, settlers
shot and wounded
Palestinian farmers,
setlands ablaze and
attacked houses,” the
rights NGO stated.

As noted by PCHR,
Israeli forces
unlawfully killed five
Palestinian civilians,
includinga child who
posingnoimminent
threat to life, using
live ammunition
duringIsraelimilitary
raids into Ramallah
and Tubas.
Moreover, Israel
continued to expand
illegal settlements
and related
infrastructure in
the occupied West
Bank, including
the dismantling
of a caravan and
demolition of a
house still-under-
construction in the
central Jordan Valley,
because it did not
have the necessary
permissions fromthe
Israeli occupation
authorities.

Such permits are
almost impossible
for Palestinians to
obtain. It said three
Palestinians were
forced to demolish
their homes
themselves.

=

E3regrets US decision to end waivers
covering JCPOA nuclear projects in

Iran

Inajointstatementon Saturday, spokespersons of the High
Representative of the European Union and the Foreign
Ministries of France, Germany and the United Kingdom
deeply regretted the US decision to end the three waivers
covering key JCPOA nuclear projectsinIran, including the Arak
Modernisation Project.

"These projects, endorsed by UN Security Council resolution
2231, servethenon-proliferation interests ofall and provide
theinternational community with assurances of the exclusively

German FM makes unfounded claims about
Iranian govt.’s pressure on mediaregarding

COVIDI9-

peaceful and safe nature of Iranian nuclear activities," the
statementsaid.

"We are consulting with our partners to assess the
consequences ofthis decision by the United States," itadded.
Terming the JCPOA as a key achievement of the global
architecture, the statement said, "That is why we have
worked continuously with the aim of ensuring the full and
effectiveimplementation of commitments under the JCPOA, in
particular thereturn of Iran to full compliance with its nuclear
commitments withoutdelay."

US Secretary of State in amessage earlier said, “lam ending the
sanctions waiver forJCPOA-related projectsin Iran, effective in
60 days. Iran’s continued nuclear escalation makes clear this
cooperationmustend.”

Some European governments have gone
beyond planting opportunistic elements
to putpressure on the Iranian mediaand
government regarding the freedom of
theIranian pressamid the pandemic,and
have nowreachedapointwhere they make
baseless claimswithoutany evidence.

Political pressures
hiding  behind
‘freedom of the
press’facade

The baseless
pressures of
some European
governments regarding
the freedom of the Iranian
pressinsideand outside the
country have gone beyond

NEWS

Chinese Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson Zhao Lijian said
on Friday that China firmly
opposes USrecentdecision to
end sanctions waiver against
Iran,addingthatitdemonstrates
its consistent pattern of unilateral
and hegemonic practice.

“The US has chosen to stick to its
maximum pressure campaign on Iran,”

Lijian said in his regular press conference, adding,

"The UShasnotonly unilaterally withdrawn from the JCPOA in
violation ofthe UNSCR butalso ratcheted up efforts to thwart
other parties’implementation ofthe deal."

PREHENSIVE
ACTION

NEWS

EU regrets US decision to end

waivers for Iran's civil nuclear
programs

The European Union, France, Germany and the United
Kingdom expressed deepregretinajointstatementon
Saturday for the US decision to end waivers thatallowed
countriesto cooperate with Iranon civilnuclear projects
underthe2015nucleardeal.

"Wedeeplyregretthe USdecisiontoend thethree waivers
coveringkey]CPOAnuclearprojectsinlran,includingthe
ArakModernisation Project," the statementsaid,adding
thattheseprojectswhichwere endorsed by UN Security
Council resolution 2231, serve the non-proliferation
interests ofalland provide the international community
withassurancesofthe exclusively peacefuland safenature
ofIraniannuclearactivities.

Spokespersons of High Representative ofthe EU and the
Foreign Ministries of France, Germany and the United
Kingdomsaidinthe statementthattheywere consulting
with partnerstoassessthe consequences ofthis decision
bythe United States.

The EU+E3underlined thatthe]JCPOA, informally known

planting  opportunistic
elements to put pressure
on the Iranian media and
governmentand have now
reached making baseless
claimswithoutanyevidence.
In his recent speech at
Germany’s parliament, the
German Foreign Minister
Heiko Maaswhilenotingthe
various dire consequences
ofthe coronavirus pandemic,
named what he called
“repressive measures taken
againstjournalistsinIran,
Russia, Venezuela, Turkey,
and China” as examples of
suchconsequences.

Of course, Heiko Maas made
the claim against these
countrieswithoutproviding
any evidence, citing only
the internal situation in
Germany by saying: “Right
herein Europeweareseeing
how emergency measures
are being used to cut back
the rule of law."Deutsche
Welle had previously cited
UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterresasvoicing
concernovertheadoption of
repressive measures under
thepretextofthe coronavirus
pandemic. Thiswasakind of
warningagainstrestrictions
and violation of human
rights under the pretext of
the pandemiconlyin certain
countriesand eitherrefuses
toreportonorunderstates
thediresituationintheUSor

European countries.
Forexample, US President
Donald Trump recently
announced that no media
outlet is allowed to
independently publishnews
and statistics about the
pandemic,and several cases
ofcover-upintheearlyweeks
ofthe outbreak ofthe virus
inthe United Statesbecame
headlinenewsand evenled
toalegaldisputebetweenthe
executive ofthe Erie County
andthegovernorofNew York.
Erie County Executive
Mark Poloncarzin a press
conference accused the
governor of New York
Andrew Cuomo of breaking
the law by revealing the
number of Erie County
residentsbeing monitored
forpossible exposure to the
coronavirus.

"The state violated the law,"
Poloncarzsaid."We'vebeen
told that we can’t disclose
that."

This instance shows the
extent of the role of the
US government’s delay in
disclosing information on
thewidespread outbreak of
the coronavirusinthe USand
was,infact,aclearstructured
violation of the freedom of
thepress.

Inspite ofthat, the Reporters
without borders (RSF)
website claimedinareport

that Chinaisranked 177th
andlIran173rdincensorship
of information related to
coronavirus outbreaks in
their countries, whilethereis
noinformationinthereport
abouthowtheresearchwas
conducted and what kind
of criteria and scales was
considered for the ranking.
Inthe RSFreport, similarto
the claimsbythe UN chiefand
the German foreign minister,
therisk posed by countries
in opposition to European
governments has been
exaggerated and thereport
is clearlybiased in favor of
thepoliticalangle ofthe other
side.Press Deputy Minister
of Islamic Guidance: German
FMmustpresentevidence
We asked the Press
Deputy Minister of Culture
and Islamic Guidance
Mohammad Khodadadi
about the sources of the
informationusedin the RSF
report,and whatdocuments
had convinced the RSF that
the freedom of the pressin
those countries, including
[ran, wasrestricted.

Based on whatinformation
hasMr. Maastakenthisstance
(againstlran)?

This you should ask the
German foreign minister
himself. If there is any
evidence, he should present
it to us as well. I'm also

bewildered based on what
information the German
officials have made such a
claim!
Doyouthinkthereisakind of
psychological warfare going
onagainstIlranbythe German
government?

[ think the German
government'sintelligence
sources are in disarray.
Thereare only two possible
scenarios here: either the
information they received
wasincorrectortheydonot
actuallyhaveanyinformation
and just wanted to take a
position withoutbasing it
onasource,whichisalsoa
wrongmovetomake.lexpect
the German embassyin Iran
to have at least explained
the real situation to their
own foreign minister. The
embassyshouldatleastsend
him real information and
documents.

Has any journalist been
arrestedamid the pandemic?
Has the activity of any
journalist been restricted
dueto the coronavirus? Are
thereanyopen cases? Have
any orders been issued to
the media? Has any media
beenbanned fromreleasing
statisticalinformation?Ifthey
[German officials] have seen
orbeenreported to ofany
suchinstances, they should
letusknow.

aslrannuclear deal,isakeyachievementofthe global
non-proliferationarchitectureand currently thebestand
onlywaytoensurethe exclusively peaceful nature of Iran’s
nuclearprogram.

USSecretary of Stateinamessage lastweeksaid, “Today, I
amendingthesanctionswaiver for]CPOA-related projects
inIran, effective in 60 days. Iran’s continued nuclear
escalationmakesclearthiscooperationmustend.”
Healso blacklisted two more Iranian nuclear officials,
saying, "[ran’s scientists need to makea choice: pursue
peacefulwork outside of the proliferationrealm, or risk
beingsanctioned.”

Chinaopposes USacttoend

sanctions waiveragainst Iran

Chinese Foreign Ministry SpokespersonZhao Lijiansaid on
Friday that Chinafirmly opposes USrecentdecisiontoend
sanctionswaiveragainstIran,addingthatitdemonstrates
itsconsistentpatternofunilateraland hegemonicpractice.
“The UShas chosen to stick to its maximum pressure
campaign on Iran,” Lijian said in his regular press
conference,adding, "The US has not only unilaterally
withdrawn from the JCPOA in violation ofthe UNSCR
butalsoratcheted up efforts to thwart other parties’
implementation ofthedeal.”

Henoted, "The US'latestdecisionto end sanctions waiver
onrelevantnuclear projectshampers the international
non-proliferation progressand shared effortsto preserve
the]JCPOA."

"Chinafirmly opposes USrecentdecisiontoendsanctions
waiveragainstIran, hesaid,adding, "It demonstratesits
consistentpatternofunilateraland hegemonicpractice.”
"JCPOA asamultilateral agreement endorsed by UN
Security Council Resolution 2231, is an important
componentoftheinternationalnon-proliferationregime
andisessential to peace and stabilityin the Middle East,"
headded.

“The Arakreactor conversionisanimportantpartofthe
JCPOAandajointprojectofpartiestotheagreement. China
isreadytoworkwith other partiesto continueupholding
the dealand safeguardingits ownlegitimate rights and
interests," Lijiansaid.

Eventsin Minnesota
Expose Human Rights
Problemsin US: Russia

Theunrestin Minnesota demonstrates thatserious human
rights problems have accumulated in the United States,
the Russian Foreign Ministry said in a statementon Friday.
"Thisincidentis notthe firstin the string of incidents
exposing lawlessness and unjustified violence by
‘guardians oflaw and order’ in the United States," the
Russian foreign ministry said in a statement. "Such high-
profile crimes are being committed by US police officers
too often. The US has evidently accumulated endemic
problemsinthe humanrights sphere."

Moscow called upon Washington to thoroughly investigate
theincident.

"We callupon the USauthorities to return to fulfillment of
international obligations, to bringits national legislation
intoaccordance with basic UN principles on the use of force
and firearms by law enforcement officers, and, of course,
tothoroughly investigate the murder of George Floyd," the
ministry said, TASS reported.

Inthe pastyears, the United States has seen a series of
incidents,in which police officerskilled unarmed civilians.
Thoseincidents often triggered large-scale unrestsin the
country.

Inthelatestofthoseincidents, mass protests and unrests
broke outin Minnesotaand several other US states after
avideo of George Floyd’s May 25 detention was posted
online. Floyd, ablack man, suspected of paying with fake
money atalocal shop, was handcuffed by a white police
officer, who puthim to the ground and pressed his knee
firmly againstthe man’s neck. Floyd pleaded thathe cannot

butpolice paid no attention to
that. Shortly after, Floyd died in hospital. The four police
officers who arrested him were sacked on May 26. One
ofthem - Derek Chauvin, the officer who had his knee on
Floyd - was arrested on Friday afternoon and charged with
third-degree murder and manslaughter.



Iran to spend 100,000 billion tomans on new national data

network: Minister

[ran’s Minister of Informationand Communications Technology Mohammad-Javad
AzariJahromisaid on Saturday thatthe Governmentwill spend more than 100,000
billion tomans to develop and enhance the national data network and make G4
internetavailable.Azari-Jahromimade clearthatthe private sectorhasspent 19,000
billion tomans on upgrading national data network, but, the Government will spend

100,000 billion tomans on settingup modern national data networkand producing G4

20000 Rials

internet.Hesaid thatthebudgethasbeenallocated by the governmentforexpandingthe national datanetwork.

Healsosaid the goal ofthe countryistohave fivemillioninternet TV subscribers. Thisfield ofeconomyisahuge
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German FM makes NEWS
unfounded claims about
. , news
Iranian gOVt. spressureon
borderguards
Tehran Housing martyredin
Market Emerges Sardasht
FromHo]iday Three Iranian
Stagnation border guards were
B martyredin clashes
with gunmen in
500KTons.0f northwestern
Imported Rice borderarea.
Stranded at Customs Soldiers of Sardasht
Terminals Border Regiment
o clashed with

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

armed thugs on
Friday morning on
surveillance on the

04:19:21 border strip.

Noon call to prayer : The police said the

13:01:06 incidenthappened
inthe northwestern

Evening call to prayer:

20:25:25

WEATHER on the

High:36°c
Low:17°%

province of West
Azarbaijan and
border
with Iraq’s semi-
autonomous
Kurdistanregion.

A number of the
armed bandits were
also killed in the
fightingas well.

opportunity.Sayingtheinfrastructure ofthe national networkwillbe completed before summer, headded that
thepassive defenseinfrastructureis ofgreatimportance too.

Iran Real Estate Perceived as Safe
Haven for Investment

Rouhani calls on people to coop. with medical

staffinfight against coronavirus

Emphasising thatinstilling fear, anxiety,and uncertainty

about the future of life is not helpful, the Iranian

president called on the people to continue to work

closely with the country's medical staffin the fight

against coronavirus in full compliance with health

protocols.

Speakingon Saturdayatthe meetingofthe National
Task Force for Fighting Coronavirus, Hassan
Rouhanisaid, "Itisnecessary thatour decisionis
based on the factthatwe mustlive withavirus for
months, with full caution and observance of all
healthprotocols.”

The president also said thataccording to the
National Task Force for Fighting Coronavirus,
mosques across the country will be open for
daily prayers with fullimplementation ofhealth
protocols, and shopping malls will reopen for
limited workinghours.”

Atthemeetinginwhich governors-general from
alloverthe countryattended viavideo conference,
Rouhanisaid thatcoronavirusisstillanimportant
issueinthe countryand has caused many changes
inpolitical,social, health,and even culturalissues.
“Fortunately, greatthings have been taken place
duringthetime of coronavirusoutbreak,and today
wearefacingnew conditions. Althoughourlivesare
morelimited and partly through cyberspace, people
needtobelieve thatwe willnotbeabletoreturnto
thenormal conditionsasbefore coronavirussoon,”
said Rouhani.

"Wemay havetochange ourlifestylesforalongtime
andaccepttherestrictionsand bringsome of our
livesintothe cyberspace,”the presidentsaid.
Referringtothereportand concernofthe Minister
ofHealthand Medical Education onnotheeding
health protocols by the people in some areas,
Rouhanisaid, "Notobservinghealth protocolsisa
mistakethatcanendangerthefuture ofourcountry.”
Emphasizingtheneed forcommunitiestokeeptheir
distance and keep theinfected people away from
othermembers of the society, the Presidentsaid,
"Today, the heroes of oursocietyare the medical
staffwhoaretakingstepsinthisdirectionwith their
devotionandself-sacrifice.”

Rouhaniemphasized, "Wehave toplanasifweare
livingwith thisvirus foryearsand monthsbecause
thereisstillno definitive cure for this disease and
thisvirusisspreadingindifferentregions.”

The President said that organizing the economy
and people'slivesis one ofthe mostimportant
issuesinthissituationandsaid, "We mustlive with
coronavirus, as in the past, with full caution and
observanceofcareandinstructions.”
Rouhaniadded, "Wearenotonlymakingdecisions
onaweeklybasis, butwe arealso monitoringand
assessing the conditionsand decisions onadaily
basis,and we are making decisions based on the
situationineachregion.”
Referringtothereportpresentedatthe meetingon
thenumber of coronavirus patientsin the country,
the Presidentsaid, "Thisnumbershouldnotbea
cause for concern forthepeoplebecausethisfigure
isbased ontestsandisinfavorofthe futurebecause
itseparatestheinfected orthe carrier fromother
people.”

Referringtothe criteriaformeasuringthe spread of
coronavirusinthe country,includingthe situation
ofhospitalbedsand the severity of the outbreak of
thedisease, Rouhanisaid, "Fortunately, despite the
lengthofthe diseaseinthe country, themedicalstaff
wastired, buttoday, thevitality ofthemedical staffis
verypromising,and theyare doingtheirworkwith
strength, spirit, self-sacrifice,and dedication.”

The President continued, "Fortunately, we do
nothave any problemsin hospitals in terms of
equipmentand devices for equipping hospitals
andmedicalstaff,andwe onlyaskpeopletohelpthe
country'smedical staffwith more supportand full
implementation ofhealth protocols.”
Explainingtheapprovalsand decisions oftoday's
meeting of the National Task Force for Fighting
Coronavirus, Rouhani said, "In this meeting,
decisions were made in the direction of new
reopening, which doesnotmean thattherisksare
reduced, butwe mustcontinue tolive with caution
and follow the protocols.”

ThePresidentadded, "Intoday'smeeting,according
totherequestofthereligious people of the country
toreopen mosques for holding daily prayers,
itwas decided that congregational prayers be
held throughout the countryby observinghealth
protocolsand keepingdistance.”

Naghsh-e Jahan Square registered as World

Heritage asset

The Horizon 2020, which isamassive EUresearchand
innovation program, hasrecently registered the 17th-
century Naghsh-e Jahan Squareinthe city of Isfahanas
aWorld Heritage assetwith the goal of makingworld-
firsts more known and lucrative.

Naghsh-eJahan Sq.waslaid outin the very
early 17th century under the reign of the
Safavid ruler, Shah Abbas the Great, to signal
theimportance of Isfahan as a capital of a
powerful empire.

Accordingtothe Horizon 2020, the Naghsh-e
Jahan Square (locally called “Meidan
Emam” and literary meaning “Image of the
World”) is an open-air educational hub,
oriented to preserve tradition and know-
how about cultural heritage conservation
while promoting entrepreneurship and
employment.

“The square is public plaza and group of
historicbuildings,a UNESCO World Heritage
site [since 1979],and itis home to various
creative enterprises suchashandicraftshops,
restaurants, galleries, inaddition to mosques
andbazaars.”

The monumental square hasbeenregistered
and introduced in the form of a research
project as a wealth (asset) of cultural
heritageinthe worldin order to attractmore
investment forits optimal use.

Director ofthe Office of International Scientific

Cooperation of the University of Isfahan,
Sayyed Komeil Tayyebiannounced on Friday
thatNaghsh-e Jahan Square, overits unique
heritage, historical, economicand urban
features,hasbeenselected and introduced
asaninternational cultural heritage asset
forinternational organizationsinaresearch
project conducted by the European Union,
Tehran Timesreported.

The square is hemmed on four sides by
magnificentbuildings: to the east, the Sheikh
Lotfollah Mosque; to the west, the palace of Ali
Qapu; tothenorth, the portico of Qeyssariyeh;
and to the south, the eminentImam Mosque.
According to UNESCO, the square was at
the heartof the Safavid capital’s culture,
economy, religion, social power, government,
and politics. Its vast sandy esplanade was
used for celebrations, promenades, and
public executions, for playing polo and for
assemblingtroops.

Foreign Countries Using
Iranian Al-Assisted Software
for COVID-19 Diagnosis

Several African, Americanand European countries have
employed an Iranian smartsoftware thathelps physicians
diagnose the novel coronavirus with the help of artificial
intelligence by analyzing computed tomography (CT)
scans,a Sharif University of Technology professorsaid.Inan
addresstothe 7th Scienceand Technology Exchange Program
(STEP) conferencein Tehran, Hamidreza Rabiee said Nigeria,
Ghana,Romania, Canada, Germanyand Italyhaveused Iran’s
homegrownsystem for diagnosing COVID-19.Hesaid thenew

diagnosticmethod givesresultsinlessthanaminute withan
accuracy of 96 percent.The systemis particularly effective
whenalargenumberofpatientsaretakentoamedical center,
since the software doesnotrequire trained manpower to
examine the computed tomography (CT) scans, the [ranian
professornoted.The [ranian system was unveiled in early
April.Rabiee had announced earlier thatthe homegrown
software’s error marginin detection of COVID-19is much
lower than similar ones developed by Chinaand Stanford
Universityin the US.By using the software, medical centers
cansend online CT scans oflungs of suspicious cases to the
researchersand immediately receive the resultswith high
accuracy. The software could alsobeinstalled on systems of
localmedical centers.
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