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Industrymin.:
Non-oil exports, driving force of

Iran’seconomyincurrentyear
Iranian Minister of Industry, Mine and Trade Reza
Rahmanisaid thatexportofnon-oil commoditiesis the
drivingforce ofeconomy ofthe countryinthe currentyear
[startedMarch21,2020].

Inthisline, activation of all export capacities and export
markets withafocus onthe private sectorhasbeen put

ISFAHAN
NEWS

atopagenda.
Speakinginameetingwithmembers of Special Taskforce R l F ht T p t I Up W 4 What's News
to SupportNational Production on Monday, he said, al Pelg Pans 01. ln I.an 0
“despiteall problems facing ahead, the Ministry of
Industrymanagedtoexportmorethan 135 milliontonsof AtOralef 51 millioheons bf commodities were Talks underway
non-oilgoodslastyear [ended March 20,2020].” ; ; . AT between Iran,

. ! ransported by therailnetworksince the beginning
He pointed to the outbreak of coronavirus, COVID-19, : : Tul'keyovel'
inthe countryand added, “the Ministry of Industry, B reopening
Mine and Trade has taken drastic measures to support indicatesa%4year-on-yearincrease,thehead ofthe borders
businessesincurred severe damageasaresultofspread IslamicRepublicofIran Railwayssaid on Wednesday. Talks are underway
ofcoronavirus” between Islamic
The.outbrez%k.o.fcoronavirus haslaffectedtrade ar.ld . & “Wheataccounted Republic of Iran
bu51.nes"s. activities ofot.herc.ountrles sev_erely, he said, &"JA/! for more than and Turkey over the
adding, “inthe currentsituation, we are witnessing that ISI:AHAN 168,000 tons of reopening of trade
special decisions have been taken by other countriesin the total sum. The andbusinessborders
thefield ofbanningandrestrictingimportsand exports.” N E w s figure registersan amid the outbreak
Iransays4-zero cutfrom currency NEws  eightfoldincrease of the coronavirus,
willbenefiteconomy —BEEN  year-on-year, EOVI?};E'
Implementation ofaplantoslash fourzerosfromIran's Saeed Rasouli was also Hor d ' fpul:lP osde,
national currency whichhad been postponed foryears quotedassayingby ILNA. eac o race

willbe ofbenefitto the country from differentaspects.
Expertsbelieve that cutting four zeros from currency
approved by Majlis on May 4, willtemporarily strengthen
national currency, reduce costof coiningand printing
banknotes and help improve the accountancy related
tasks.

OnMay 4, Iranianlawmakersvoted for the details ofan
amendmenttothe Monetaryand Banking ActofIranthat
would changethe official currency from 'rial'to 'toman'.
Based onthe plan, the process of changing the national
currencywilltake place gradually.
Astheplanhadbeenprepared withintwoyears,athree-
year period hasbeen envisaged for its stage-by-stage
implementation.

Meanwhile, credibility of both rial and toman will be
effective during the stage-by-stage transmission period.
Aneconomicexperttold IRNA on Tuesday thatslashing
fourzerosfromnational currencyhasnothingtodowith
theinflationrate.

Meysam Radpour believes that suchamove to change
national currencyisaneutral planasitdoesnothaveany
impacts onthevaluesof currency and the commodities
aswell.

Further, the expert welcomed cutting four zeros of
the national currency, saying it will help simplify the
accountingtask.

Making coininstead of printing banknote isanother
advantage ofthe planbecauseitreduces costof printing,
protectingand destructingbanknote, the expertsays.
Analystsbelievethatchangeinnational Iranian currency
will psychologically have positiveimpactonashort-term
period.

Inrelated developments, Governor of Central Bank of
Iran (CBI) Abdolnasser Hemmatihad already said that
keepingthe prestige ofnational currencyishigh onthe
agenda.

Based ontheexperts' opinion,change ofnational currency
will create an opportunity forimproved models tobe
adopted foreconomicdevelopment.

Those expertsalso believe that cutting four zeros from
[ran'snational currencyisabigstep toimplementuseful
reforminaccountingformats.

Inlinewithapproval ofabillonshiftofnational currency
fromrialtotoman, the Central Bankof Iranundertakesto
fulfill preparatory works forimplementation ofthe new
lawwithintwoyearssince takingeffect.

NO 478

Notably,atotal 0f 18,000
tons of goods worth
more than $41 million
were exported from Razi
border crossing in West
Azarbaijan’s Khoy County
via 813 cargo wagons
during the first month of
the currentIranian year
(March 20-April 19),
showingasevenfold and
20-fold rise in tonnage
and value respectively
compared with the similar
period oflastyear.

“Razi is the only border
crossing between Iran
and Turkey, which has
not been closed down
duetothe outbreak of the
novel coronavirus. All
health protocolsare being
meticulously followed and
adisinfection station has
beensetupattheborder
so trade between the
two sides can continue
without a problem,”
Superintendentof Razi Rail
Customs Administration
Seifollah Rasiwas quoted
assayingby IRNA.

The main exported items
were polyethylene,
urea, copper ingots and
watermelons.

“Some 30,000tonsofgoods
worth around $40 million
were transited through
Razi border via 1,400
freight wagons over the
same period, registeringa
2.5-foldincrease in weight
year-on-year.”

Rasiadded thatsince the
virus outbreaktwomonths
ago, theborder crossing

hasbeen working round
theclock.

CoronaLosses
Passengerand freightrail
transportcould see up to
5,050 billionrials ($31.5
million) and 1,000 billion
rials ($6.2 million) in
losses by June 20 due to
the spread of coronavirus,
Mehrdad Taqizadeh, the
secretary of Iran’s Guild of
Rail Transport Companies,
hasbeen quoted assaying.
“Iran’srail fleet consists
of 2,089 passenger cars,
25,398 freight wagons
and 1,000 locomotives,”
Mohsen Sadeqi, a civil
engineerin charge of the
EconomicEvaluation Office
atthe Ministry of Roadsand
Urban Development, said
lastyear.

Thenumber of passengers
using suburban train
serviceshasincreased from
three million in the fiscal
2014-15to seven million
last year (March 2018-
19).Fromthe fiscal 2011-
12 forward, rail freight
transporthasseen closeto
a50% growth, improving
from 33 million tons then
toaround 50 million tons of
freightperannuminrecent
years.

New Rolling Stock Joins
Rail Fleet

A total of 56 units of
domestically-made
and renovated rolling
stockworth 1.25 trillion
rials ($7.81 million)
joined Iran'srail fleetina
ceremony held lastweek,
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which was attended
by Roads Minister
Mohammad Eslami.

"The newunitsinclude 50
cargoand two passenger
wagons, two new and two
renovated locomotives,
all of which were made
duringthe first month of
the currentIranianyear,”
Saeed Rasouli, the head of
theIslamicRepublicofIran
Railways, was quoted as
saying by the ministry’s
newsportal.

The official added that
rolling stock production
during the period under
reviewregistereda 143%
rise compared with the
similar period oflastyear.
Iranian rolling stock
manufacturer Wagon
Pars will be making 20
passengerwagons for RAJA
Railway Transportation
Company as part of a
contractsigned between
the two companies in
January.

Wagon Pars CEO
Mohammad Reza Mokhtari
hassaid the manufacture of
wagonswillbeginin May.
"If we are duly provided
with  the financial
resources,all 20 passenger
wagons will be completed
and delivered to RAJA by
the end of the nextIranian
year [March 20, 2022],”
the official was quoted as
sayingby the news portal
ofthe MinistryofRoadsand
Urban Development.

He added that the price
of each passenger wagon

manufactured by Wagon
Parswillstand at 75 billion
rials (€428,571) and the
total value of wagons
to be built as part of the
agreement will stand at
€8.57 million.

Mokhtari noted that the
company aims to produce
500 wagons by the current
fiscal yearend (March 20,
2021).

Mohammad Rajabi,
CEO of RAJA Railway
Transportation Compant,
said thatit’s not the first
time Raja has placed
orders with Wagon Pars
and contracts have been
renewed inview of the high
quality of their products.
Wagon Pars, launched in
1974 in the city of Arak
in Markazi Province, isa
subsidiary ofthe Industrial
Development and
Renovation Organization
of Iran and the largest
manufacturer of freight,
passenger and subway
wagonsinthe Middle East.
RAJA was established
in November 1996
as a subsidiary of the
Islamic Republic of Iran
Railways with the aim
ofimproving the quality
and scope of railroad
passenger services. [twas
transferred to the Tourism
Holding of Social Security
Organization  (better
known by its Persian
acronym HEGTA) in March
2010 as part of IRIR’s
outstanding debt to the
organization.

Ist Horticulture Shipment to Kuwait
Since COVID19-Outbreak

[ran’sfirstshipmentoffruitsand
vegetables to Kuwait since the
outbreakofthe new coronavirus
hasbeen exported from Dayyer
Port in Bushehr Province to
Shuwaikh Portintheneighboring
countryinrecentdays.Hamid
Zadboum, the head of Trade
Promotion Organization of Iran,
was quotedas sayingby IRNA on
Sundaythatthe 500-tonshipment
was exported usingrefrigerated
containers.According to Dayyer
PortManager Fazlollah Ahmadj,
theshipmentisworth$100,000.

More than $1.4 billion worth of

vegetables were exported from
Iran during the last Iranian
year (ended March 19,2020),
accordingto thedirectorgeneral
of the Fodder and Vegetable
Production Bureau with the
Ministry of Agriculture. A total of
30milliontons of differentkinds
of vegetables were produced
across the country during the
period.Some 25milliontonsofthe
amountwere produced on farms
and orchards,and theremaining
5million tons were cultivated in
greenhouses,” Hossein Asghari
wasalsoquotedassayingby IRNA.

Promotion
Organization  of
Iran (TPOI) Hamid
Zadboum conferred
with Turkey’s
Deputy Minister
of Customs and
Trade Riza Tuna
Turagay on Mon. in
a conversation via
videoconference.
The two sides
discussed the
promotion of
trade, removal of
restrictionsahead of
transitoftrade goods
between the two
countries and also
reopening of trade
borders during the
pandemic.

They also
emphasized the
need forbroadening
friendly ties and
the significance of
bilateral trade and
economicrelations.
TPOI Head
Zadboum pointed
to the measures
taken by Iran
during the spread
of coronavirus
to ensure health
and safety of
commercial cargo,
the establishment of
disinfectantfacilities
and full observance
ofpersonal healthon
exporting goods to
neighboring Turkey
and called on Turkish
side for reopening
borders between
the two countries
through observing
health and hygienic
protocols.
Forhispart, Turkey’s
Deputy Minister
of Customs and
Trade Riza Tuna
Turagay stressed the
significance of trade
with the Islamic
Republicof Iran and
added, “officials at
Turkish Ministry
of Trade are trying
toreopen the trade
borders between
Iran and Turkey as
soonas possibleand
thisimportantissue
will happeninvery
near future.”



Thevideo conference was attended by representatives from 40
countries, including 19 presidents, one vice president, 6 prime
ministers, one deputy prime minister, 8 foreign ministers and
aninterior minister.

The theme of the summitwas "United Against COVID-19" and

Among the main speakers
of the summit was
President Rouhani,
who presented areport
on Iran’s performance

President Rouhani: US
Hostile Policies Hampering
Iran’s Battle with COVID-19

=

AR

In an address to an online summit of the Non-Aligned aimstopromoteinternational cooperationinthefightagainst in  containing and
i Movement (NAM), Iranian President Hassan Rouhaniblamed  the pandemic. fighting against the novel
the US’ inhumane and illegal policies for obstructing or  President of the 74th session of the United Nations coronavirus.

preventing Iran’s plans to obtain medical supplies and for
disruptingthe efforts to contain the novel coronavirus.

The online NAM summit, held on Monday, was chaired by
Presidentofthe Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, who holds

General Assembly Tijjani Muhammad-Bande, Director
General of the World Health Organization (WHO) Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, and Chairperson of the African
Union Commission Moussa Faki Mahamat were among the

In his speech, he also lashed
out at the US administration
for defunding the World Health

Organization amid the global fight against the
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therotating presidency of NAM forthe 2019-2022 period.

participantsin the online NAM summit.

COVID-19,and describeditasa strategic mistake.

wmm  Bankruptstatelike the US has no stomach

White House
Keeping US
Congressin Dark
about Nuclear
Talks with

Saudis: GAO

The US Departments of
Stateand Energy should
commit to regular
briefings to relevant
committeesin Congress
on talks about nuclear
power  cooperation
with Saudi Arabia, a
congressional watchdog
saidinareport.

The Government
Accountability Office,
or GAO, report said
Congress should
consideramending the
1954 Atomic Energy
Act, or AEA, to require
the briefings for the
House Committee on
Foreign Affairs and
the Senate Committee
on Foreign Relations
about negotiations on
nuclear power-sharing,
accordingtoReuters.
Lawmakers concerned
aboutnonproliferation
issues associated
with nuclear power
development had
complained they
were being kept in
the dark about Trump
administration talks with
Saudi Arabia, many of
whichwereled by former
Energy Secretary Rick
Perry.

Riyadh could announce
atender thisyear fortwo
nuclear power reactors,
itsfirstcommercial ones.
Russia, China, South
Koreaand France have
alsobeenintalks about
buildingreactorsthere.
The State Department
isrequired by the AEA
to keep Congress “fully
and currentlyinformed”
about the talks. But
the GAO found it was
“unclear” whether
the department did
so.  “Congressional
staff provided us with
examples of having to
findinformation on the
negotiations fromother
sources, such as press
articles,” the GAO said.
Some USlawmakerswant
the United Statestoinsist
thatSaudiArabiaagreeto
aso-called gold standard
thatrestrictsenrichment
and reprocessing,
potential pathways to
making fissile material
for nuclear weapons.
The United States struck
such an agreement
with the United Arab
Emiratesin2009.1fSaudi
Arabiadevelopsnuclear
power without the gold
standard, the UAE would
likely seek tobereleased
fromitsagreement.

for war; Expert

An associate professor at the Department
of Political Science, National University of
Singapore believes that COVID19-shows
how weak, backward and out of touch a

leaderlike Trump canbe.

=

Bilveer Singh who
is an International
Relations Professor
had an interview

N E w s with ILNA news

NEWS agency about
S e spread of the
coronavirusand its effects on
the international world; he
says “This willlead to China’s
domination” Addingthatunjust
system will not survive and
instead oftalkingaboutthe US’s
injustices, we should sidestep
the USand move ontoanew
orderatthe expense ofthe US
andits cronies. Hereceived his
Ph.D.inInternational Relations
from the Australian National
University and teaches courses
on International Relations
and Comparative Politics. His
research focusisonnational
andregional security issues
focusing on Southeast Asia,
especially Indonesia, therole of
greatpowersinSoutheastAsia,
andissuesrelatingto Islamist
extremismand terrorismin
SoutheastAsia.
Q:Mostglobalanalystsbelieve
thatthe world will face new
conditions after the end of the
coronavirus crisis. [would like
toknow whatyouthinkabout
thenewworld order.
A: The Covid-19virussituation
isbad;itisyetto flatten out
esp. in the Western World;
the USisthe worst-hit; most
infectionsand deaths,among
theworstdeaths forthe USin
Vietnam War. Hence, itis the
worst pandemic of late for
the West, esp. the US. Every
countryissufferingbut many
countrieslikethe US, areusing
the COVID-19crisistopoliticize
and securitize the disease to
putpressure on governments
like Iran and China; this is
unfortunate, inhumanand I
am sure will backfire; what
is interesting is that the
COVID-19 may also signal the
fastcollapsing Western world

US Preparing Groundin Iraq
for‘Deal of Century’, Movement

Warns

IragimovementAsa’ib Ahlal-Haq cautioned thatthe USis paving
the way for theimplementation of the so-called deal of the century
incertainpartsoflrag, whereitplotstosettle displaced Palestinians.
Inaninterviewwith Tasnim, Asa’ib Ahlal-Haq Spokesman Mahmoud
al-Rabiee said the movementhasirrefutable evidence thatthe
Americanforcesareincahootswithterroristsinlrag.

“The USis trying to turn certain parts of Iraq into gateways for
implementingthe deal ofthe centuryand the westernal-Anbar ploy.
Accordingto this plan, the Palestinians mentioned in the deal of
centurywillberelocated tothewesternregionsofal-Anbar province.”
Pointingtotheactive presence of Americanforcesinwesternal-Anbar
andinareasnearal-Tanfborder crossingbetween Iraqand Syria,

and during times like these,
it is better to seek friends
and allies, and not enmity.
Eventually, the US will reap
whatitsows.People, especially
Americanswillalsoask-what
happened: Trumpwasto Make
American Great Again - but
with COVID-19,it shows how
weak, backward, and out of
touchaleaderlike Trump can
be.Instead of finding solutions
totheworse pandemic for the
USinrecentdecades, he still
wants to play politicsand use
ittobecome presidentagain;
he is a very dangerous and
irresponsible man. Sometimes
many believe Allah sent the
virustoshow Americans what
iswrongwith Trump and his
policies.Sanctionsunderthese
conditions make no sense -
butthenagain, what canyou
expectfromafastdecliningand
backwardandreversingformer
superpower likethe US.
Q:Chinaurgesrelevantparties
toimmediatelylift unilateral
sanctions against Iran. Why
Trump administration
unwillingtotake stepstolower
tensions?

A: Chinais powerful and my
senseisall ofusshould develop
bilateralism with China; we
can have 2 international
systems: one,amultilateral one
developed since 1945; butitis
alsotimetoundercutthisnon-
functioningand dysfunctional
global system throughanew
modus operandi and that is
througha China-centricglobal
order;if people say, this will

Iraq.

lead to China’s domination;
thentellme, whatare uhaving
today; the US, and Western-
dominated system thatisnot
functioningand the Westand
US, inparticular, usesitforits
own domestic purposesand
hurtpeoplelikeinIran, Syria,
China, etc. Unjust systems
will not survive and instead
of talking about the US’s
injustices, we should sidestep
the USand move ontoanew
orderatthe expense ofthe US
andits cronies. Let'snotshed
tearsaboutwhatiswrongwith
the currentsystem;itis better
todo somethingaboutitand
getmoving; Chinaisalife-time
opportunity tomove forward
with Russiaand possibly India
asitsotherlegs.

Q:Howhard USsanctionshave
hitIranianordinarypeople?
A:Sanctionshurtthetargeted
country’s politics, economics,
andsocial order,and healthis
one ofthese, but thisis mean
andinhuman.Iwonderifthe
USissanctioned tomorrow,
only then willitlearn what it
means; now it knows what
COVID-19 cando; tomorrowit
willbe something worse and
thenonlythe USandits people
willlearnthelessonand moral
-don'tdotootherswhatudon't
wantotherstodotoyou.

Q: U.S congressmen try to
convince Trumptoliftsanction
but we see no change in his
decision.
A:TheUSisbeholdentosrael
and many Americanleaders
donothavethe gutstooptfor

reasonablerelationswith Iran.
Thisisbecauseifithasdone,
thenhawkslike Nethanyuand
his American cronies and the
many Jewish lobbies will go
afterthese Americanleaders
through the mass media,
academics, financial agencies,
and even Hollywood - all
dominated bytheJewishlobby.
Hence, lifting of sanctions can
onlybe doneifthe USishurt
somehow; youmustactand
thinklike Soleimaniratherthan
talkaboutwhatiswrong; the US
willalwayswrongyou.

Q: Asyouknow, [ranisnotable
to buy essential medicines
and medical equipment.Iran’s
administrationis expecting
much help from Europe over
this. How can other countries
helplIraninthisregard?
A:Weallknow this-youneed
to find friends like Chinaand
Russiaand hope the world will
listentoreason.

Q: What is your idea about
recent tension in Persian
Gulf and US claims about
threats against the US. Do
currenttensionsincrease the
possibility of war?

A: Thisis USwar-mongering;
abankrupt state like the US
has no stomach for war; it
will collapse sooner thanyou
canimagine;ithasnotwona
major war foralongtime and
itisunlikelyto dosowithIran;
assassination Soleimani has
not benefitted the US; now
the situation is worse and
eventuallythe U.Swillbeforced
toexitfromthe Middle East.

Rabieesaidthe USisalsotryingtotransferterrorists from Syriainto

The Americansare attempting to take control of those regionsto
make them safe fortheimplementation ofthe deal ofthe century, the

spokesmanadded, deploring certain Iraqi parties for cooperating

withthe UStofulfilltheir personalinterests.

Rabiee further emphasized thatthe US mustrespect the Iraqi
Parliament’s decision toratifyabill on the expulsion of foreign forces
fromhis country. “They (Americans) may delay withdrawing from
[ragand wanttosettleinareasthatarealittle far from the reach of
theresistance forces,butitdoesnotmean thatresistance doesnot
haveaccesstothem,and,ifnecessary,wewillonceagainbeginarmed
resistance.”

InearlyJanuary, Iraq’s parliament passed aresolution telling the
governmentto end the presence offoreigntroopsinlraqgand ensure
theynotuseitsland, air,and waters foranyreason.

The move came after the assassination of IRGC Quds Force

NEWS

Iran Sends Medical Aid to Lebanon
amid COVID-19 Crisis

Lebanon’shealth minister said the Arab country has
received the first shipment of medical aid from Iran to
help Beirutinitsfightagainstthe coronavirus."I[ran'shelp
ismuchappreciated while the countryis strugglingat
the sametimetofightagainstthevirus," Hamad Hassan
saidduringaceremonyheldattheairporttoreceive the
donation, The National News Agencyreported on Monday.
Thedonationincluded 15 ventilators, 5,000 PCR testsand
Personal Protective Equipment, the reportsaid.Iranian
AmbassadortoLebanon Mohammad-Jalal Firouzniasaid
thatthe PCRtestsweremadeinIranasthe countryisnow
capableofexportingsuchproductstoother countries."We
arealwaysreadytohelpthe Lebanese peopleinallfields
especiallyinthemedicalarea,"hesaid.Lebanon currently
hasatotal of 740 confirmed coronavirus casesand nearly
25 deaths. The Health Ministry hasannounced a total
of200recoveriessincethefirstcase of coronaviruswas
declared onFebruary21.

Iranhasn’tmadeanydecision
towithdrawfromJCPOA
inreactiontoarmsembargo
extension: Rabiei

Iran’s governmentspokesman, Ali Rabiei stressed that
Tehran hasnot made any decision to withdraw from
theJCPOAinreaction to the extension ofarms embargo.
Speakinginapress conference on Monday, Ali Rabiei said
theviolation oftheJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action by
the United Nations Security Councilisnottolerable.“The
violation ofthenuclear deal will definitelybe unbearable
forthelslamicRepublicoflranbecause the consequences
ofthismove would absolutely defame the international
bodyin ensuringtheinternational security,” headded.
Rabieipointed to Washington’sbid tohavearmsembargo
onlranextended, and said Tehran has avastrange of
optionsinreactiontoapossible extension ofthe sanctions,
andwilllookintoeveryscenario.RegardingIran’spossible
withdrawal from theaccord, Rabieinoted itistoo early
forsuch decisions. “Iranhasnotmade any decision to
withdraw fromthe JCPOAinreactionto the extension of
armsembargo,”’emphasized Rabiei.

US Blockingof Tran’s IMF Loan
Request Politically-Motivated:

Russia

The Russian deputy foreign minister said Washington’s
attemptstoblockanIranianrequestforanemergency
loanfromthe International Monetary Fundare politically-
motivated."The USmove, whichis politicallymotivated to
blockthetransferofloans,includingemergency financing
intheface ofahumanitariancrisis, to countriessuchasIran
and Syria,isunacceptable,” Alexander Pankintold Rossiya
Segodnya on Monday.Pankin further called onthe IMFto
takeatransparentand non-discriminatory approachand
helptheneedyandvulnerableamid the deadly pandemic.
InMarch, Iranasked the IMF for $5 billionin emergency
fundingto assistits measures seeking to counter the
spread of the coronavirus.However, Washington has
movedtoblocklran’srequestfortheloan,accordingto
variousreports.

Commander
Lt. General Qassem Soleimani, the

deputy head of Hashd al-Shaabi Abu Mahdial-Muhandis,and a
numberofothersinaUSairstrikein Baghdad.

Theywerekilled in the strike by American drones near Baghdad
International Airportintheearly hoursofJanuary 3.




Religious sites reopen in 132 Iranian cities as

officials easelockdown

Religious sitesreopened in 132 Iranian cities as the officials are easing the
restrictions aimed to contain spread of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19),
according to Hojjatoleslam Mohammad Norouzpour, an official with the
Endowmentsand Charity Affairs Organization of Iran.Speakingto IRNA, Norouzpour
said thateasing ofrestrictions follows improvements ofhealth conditionsin these

the

20000 Rials

cities.Religious siteshad been closed since two months ago following the outbreak of

pandemicinIran.Norouzpour, however, noted thatalthough thereligious sites are open, the visitors need
to observe health protocols. He said that people canvisitreligious sites while practicing social distancing
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President Rouhani: NEWS
US Hostile Policies v
Hampering Iran’s Battle
with COVID19- Irandonates 10,000
protective face
Iranhasn’tmade any masks to Herat,
decision to withdraw Afghanistan
from JCPOA inreaction Iran has donated 10,000
toarms embargo protective face-mask
. .. to Afghan government
extension: Rabiei and people as symbol of
. . international solidarity to
Non-oil exports, driving fight coronavirus pandemic

force of Tran’s economy

incurrentyear

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

inAfghanistan.

According to  Iran’s
consulate in Herat, in line
with its humanitarian aid
to Afghanistan, Iranian
governmentdonated 10,000

04:40:57 protective masks to Herat
Noon call to prayer : health office.The Iranian
12:59:55 maskswhichwere produced

Evening call to prayer:

20:07:22

WEATHER

High:29°c
Low:12°%

by Hami Company were
delivered by Iranian deputy
consul general in Herat Ali
Akbar Baba.Iran had sentits
firstconsignmentincluding
5,000 COVID19 testKkits to
Afghanistanlastweek Earlier;
onApril 29, Iranian Defense
Ministry in a ceremony
donated special medicaland
healthsuppliesto Afghanistan
tofightcoronavirusepidemic.

Iran says-4zero cut from currency will

Nasrallah: US, Israel behind Germany’s

Blacklisting of Hezbollah

The ssecretary-general of Lebanon’s Hezbollahresistance

movementstrongly condemned Germany’s banning of

hisgroup andits designation asaterroristorganization,

saying the move was taken under pressure from Israel

and the United States.

“Germany’s decision to ban Hezbollah
onitssoil was anticipated asitwas made
asaresultofUS pressure. The German
government’s accusations against
Hezbollah are unsubstantiated since it
has failed to presentany convincing proof
ofterroristacts allegedly attributed to
the movement,” Seyed Hassan Nasrallah
saidin atelevised speech broadcastlive
fromthe Lebanese capital city of Beirut
asheaddressed supporters on Monday
afternoon, Press TVreported.

He added that Berlin follows what
Washington and Tel Aviv dictate toitin
theirradical rhetoricagainst Hezbollah,
adding thatthe German government’s
accusations “of promotingarmed struggle
throughterroristmeans,” whichhavebeen
leveled againstthe Lebanese resistance
movement, are totally baseless.

“The USseeksaprojectofhegemonyinthe
region, whilstthe Israeliregime pursues
ascheme of occupation,” the Hezbollah
chiefsaid.

Nasrallah then called uponthe Lebanese
Ministry of Foreign Affairsand Emigrants
to protect his resistance movement
againsttheban.

Nasrallah also emphasized that Hezbollah
has decided not to have any organized
presence outside Lebanonin order to
preventits supportersinother countries
getembroiled in any kind of trouble and
embarrassing situations.

“Hezbollah will remain at the forefront
ofthe fightagainstthe Israeli occupation
and US hegemony in the region,” he
underlined.

Elsewherein hisremarks, Nasrallah said
the Lebanese governmentis working on

acomprehensive planin ordertoresolve
economic problems in the country,
stressing that Hezbollah supports such
adecisionand contributes toits fruition.
The Hezbollah head then urged all
Lebanese political factions to putaside
bickering,and do their share of rendering
assistance to the government’s economic
visionplan.

He demanded due vigilance asregards
financial aid from foreign countries,
stating that Hezbollahis not opposed
to the Lebanese government’s request
for assistance from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) butdoesnotaccept
capitulation toits constraints.

Nasrallah also dismissed recent financial
accusationsagainst Hezbollah as nothing
butpsychological warfare, saying his
group “does not want anything from
Lebanon’sbankingsector,and hasnever
beeninvolvedin monetary activities.”

He urged the Arab country’s banking
systemto actrationally,and not take sides
withthe US.
“Lebanon’sbankingsectorisnotlending
ahelping hand with the nation. It only
follows US diktats and has so far failed
toadoptameasure aimed at uplifting
people’slives,” Nasrallah pointed out.

He also brushed aside allegations that
Hezbollah is collecting the dollars it
possesses and funneling them either to
SyriaorlIran.

The Hezbollah chief called on the
Lebanese government to work out
a solution to the country’s surging
inflationrate, describing the fightagainst
corruption as animportantbattle for
Lebanon’s future.

He alsonoted that Hezbollahisready to
help the Lebanese health sectorin the fight
againstthenovel coronavirus pandemic.
Nasrallah further underlined that there
areno disputes between his movement
and the Amal Movement, stating thatthe
two are closely cooperating with each
otheronabroadarray ofissues.

benefiteconomy

WHO Says Has No Prooffrom USon
‘Speculative’ Wuhan Lab Claims

The World Health Organization said Monday that
Washington had provided no evidence to support

“speculative” claims by the US president thatthe new

coronavirusoriginatedinaChineselab.

“We have not received any data or
specificevidence from the United States
governmentrelating to the purported
origin ofthevirus-so fromour perspective,

this remains speculative,” WHO
emergencies director Michael Ryan told a
virtual briefing.

Scientists believe thekiller virus jumped
from animals to humans, emerging in
Chinalatelastyear, possibly from amarket
inWuhan selling exoticanimals for meat.
But US President Donald Trump,
increasingly critical of China’s
managementofthe firstoutbreak, claimsto
have proofitstartedina Wuhanlaboratory.
And US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo on
Sunday said “enormous evidence” backed
up thatclaim, which Chinahasvehemently
denied.

“Like any evidence-based organization,
we would be very willing to receive any
information that purportsto the origin of
thevirus,“Ryansaid, stressing thatthiswas
“averyimportant piece of public health
information for future control.
“Ifthatdataand evidenceisavailable, then
itwill be for the United States government
to decide whether and when it can be
shared, butitis difficult for the WHO to
operate in an information vacuum in
thatregard,” he added, AFP reported.
The UN health agency - which has also
faced scathingcriticism from Trump over
accusationsitinitially downplayed the
seriousnessofthe outbreakto shield China
- hasrepeatedly said the virus clearly
appearsto have originated naturally from
ananimal source.

WHO expertMaria Van Kerkhove stressed
during Monday’s briefing thatthere were
some 15,000 full genome sequences of

World Health
Organization

thenovel coronavirusavailable,and “from
all ofthe evidence thatwe have seen... this
virusis ofnatural origin”.

While coronaviruses generally originatein
bats, both Van Kerkhove and Ryan stressed
theimportance of discovering how the
virus that causes Covid-19 crossed over
tohumans,and whatanimal served asan
“intermediary host” alongthe way.
“Weneed tounderstand more aboutthat
natural origin, and particularly about
intermediate hosts,” Ryan said.
Itwasimportantto know “so thatwe can
putin place theright public health and
animal-human interface policies that will
preventthishappeningagain” he stressed.
The WHO said last week it wanted
to be invited to take part in Chinese
investigationsinto the animal origins ofthe
pandemic, whichinamatter of monthshas
killed nearly 250,000 people worldwide.
“We have offered, as we do with every
casein every country, assistance with
carrying outthose investigations,“ Ryan
said Monday.

“We canlearn from Chinese scientists,” he
said.

Buthe warned thatif questionsaboutthe
virusorigin were “projected as aggressive
investigation of wrongdoing, thanIbelieve
that’smuch more difficultto deal with. That
isapoliticalissue.

“Science needstobeatthe centre,“he said.
“Ifwe haveascience-based investigation
andascience-based enquiryastowhatthe
originspeciesand theintermediate species
are, then thatwill benefiteverybody on the
planet.”
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