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Liquidity Harming, Not Helping
Manufactures

Unusuallylargevolumes ofliquidity is flowingintonon-
productive sectors and speculative markets, instead of
boostingmanufactures,aneconomistsays.
“Directingliquidity toward manufacturingdemandsthat
theyieldsinspeculative markets decline,” ISNA quoted
Hossein Abdoh Tabriziassaying.

Lowerreturnsinreal estate,stockmarketandthelikescan
shiftthe focusofinvestorstowardsthe myriad ofunfished
developmentprojects or putmoneyintobusiness that
createvalue, the senioreconomistsaid.
“Despitetheballooningliquidity,assorted businessesface
acreditcrunchandareindireneed offinancial assistance.”
Datafromthe Central Bank of [ran show thatliquidity
hasgottenoutofbounds.Itcrossed 22,623 trillionrials
($141.3billion) as of last December, marking the end of
thethird quarter oflastIranian fiscal year (March 2019-
20). Thefigurewasup 28.2%onanannualbasis.

The government’s insatiable thirst for funds has
compounded the situation for the private sector. “The
governmentneeds to fixitsbudget deficits,and more
recently pay for costsarising fromthe coronavirus. This
hastransformeditintoarival of private firmsin the
financialmarketand thebourse,” herued
Asaresultprivatesector distresshasgrownalongwiththe
emergence ofthe crowding outphenomenon.

“With the private sectorin dire need of working capital
formeetinghigh production costs, seesthebanksastoo
weak” and unable or unwilling tolend to businessesin
need, Abdoh Tabrizi told thenewsagency.

InAprilthe governmentannounced arescue package
based on which an estimated 750 trillion rials ($4.6
billion) was set aside to help small and medium
enterpriseshithard by the covid-19 pandemic.
Accordingtogovernmentfigures, the regulatorallowed
bankstotapintotheirlegal reservestoaccessfunds.
RoleofInterestRate

Thefreemarketadvocate pointedtointerestratesasone
ofthekeyfactors (butnottheonlyone)indirecting funds
toward productionandjob creation.

Hestressed the need tobridge the gapbetweeninterest
ratesondepositsand onloans, saying thattheratesare
determined largely by market forces butcentralbanks
alsointervene.
Besidesreasonableinterestrates,afunctioningeconomy
needsnormal, and if possible cordial, ties with the
international community, a calm and stable business
environment, high-tech, productive human resources
alongwith optimal use of national resources, such as
cheap energy, hewas quotedassaying.
Lastmonthheadsofbanksand creditinstitutions decided
tocomplywiththeinterestrate ceilingsetthe by the CBI
andstoppayinghigherratesonlarge desists.

The centralbankhadseta15%  caponlong-termdeposits
butlendersweregivenleewaytoraiseitupto18%.

The CEOsalsodecided tolowerinterestrate for short-
termdepositsto 8%, downfrom 10%.
Rateswentashighas20% duringthe currency chaoslast
summet;and the CBIturnedablind eyetothehigherrates
because of its own policy pushing for measures tolure
savingstobanksand controlhighandrisingforexratesby
curbingdemand forhard currency.

Ageneral tendency among Iranians to investinnon-
productive sectors was confirmed by a poll by the Iran
StudentPolling Agency (ISPA) inthe middle ofthelast
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Central Bank of Iran: Slight Decline in

Producer Inflation

Adecrease of 2.4 percentage pointwasregistered

inthe Producer Price Index forthe Iranianmonth

endingApril 19 compared withthe precedingmonth
(Feb.-20March 19),according to Governorofthe
Central BankofIran Abdolnasser Hemmati.

wumm e monthly
‘&”’J/Vi producerinflation
decreased from

ISI:AHAN 1.6% in the month
N E w s endingMarch 19 to
NEWS -0.8% inthe month

oo endingApril 19.
“Year-on-year  producer
inflationreached 20.9% for
the month under review,
indicatinga 2.9 percentage
pointdecline compared with
that of the month before,”
Hemmatiwas quotedassaying
bythe CBIwebsite.

PriceIndex), productionand
manufacturingindustries,as
wellascommodities markets,
fromthe perspective of the
seller.

According to Investopedia,

"Given the forward-looking
nature of PPI, a decline in
Consumer Price Index and
inflationary expectations
would bedown theline," he
added.

Theimportance of PPIliesin
itspredictive content for the
future pattern of Consumer
PriceIndex.ChangesinPPlare
usuallyreflected in CPIwithin
ashortperiod oftime.

PPI gauges the price
fluctuations of goods and
services for the producer
whereas CPI measures
changesinthe pricelevel of
abasket of consumer goods
and services purchased by
households.

In other words, PPI is an
index of prices measured at
the wholesale, or producer
level. It shows trends within
the wholesale markets (asit
wasonce called the Wholesale

PPIcanserve multiplerolesin
improvinginvestment-making
decisions,becauseitcanserve
asaleadingindicator of CPI.
When producers face input
inflation, those rising costs
are passed along to the
retailersand eventually tothe
consumer.

PPI presents the inflation
picture from a different
perspectivethan CP1. Although
changesinconsumer prices
areimportantforconsumers,
tracking PPI allows one
to determine the cause of
changesinCPL

If, for example, CPlincreases
atamuch fasterrate than PP],
suchasituationcouldindicate
thatfactorsotherthaninflation
may be causing retailers to
increasetheirprices.
However, if CPI and PPI
increaseintandem,retailers
may be simply attempting

to maintain their operating
margins.
Allinall,adecreasein PPlis
oneofthesignsofaprobable
slowdown in CPI in future
months. Almost a perfect
correlationexistsbetween CPI
and PPL.

Consumer Inflationat32.2%
The average goods and
services Consumer Price
Indexinthe 12-month period
ending April 19 increased
by 32.2% compared with
the corresponding period of
the year before, latest data
released by the Statistical
CenterofIranshow.

SClhad puttheaverageannual
inflationrateforthe preceding
Iranianmonth,whichendedon
March 19,at34.8%.
Theaverageannualinflation
hasbeenonadowntrendsince
themiddle oflastIranianyear
(March2019-20).

The consumerinflationforthe
month underreview (March
20-April 19) registeredayear-
on-year increase of 19.8%
compared with the similar
month ofthe previousIranian

year.

The overall CPI (using the
[ranianyeartoMarch 2017 as
thebaseyear) stoodat204.8
lastmonth, indicatinga 2.1%
risecompared withthemonth
before.
CPIregisteredayear-on-year
increase of 20.2% for urban
areasand 18.1%forruralareas
inthemonthending April 19.
Theoverall CPIreached 203.4
for urban households and
212.6 forrural households,
indicatingamonth-on-month
increase of 2% and 3.1%
for urban and rural areas,
respectively.

SCI put the average annual
inflation for the month under
review for urban and rural
areas at 31.9% and 33.9%
respectively.

The highest monthly growth
intheindexamong 12 groups
of the basket of consumer
goodsand services purchased
byhouseholdsintheIranian
monthwasrecorded for food
andbeveragewith 5.2%, while
theeducationgroupregistered
nomonth-on-month change.
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What's News

Iran’s corona
diagnostickits
tobe exported
to Germany,
Turkey: VP

Vice-President
for Science and
Technology Sorena
Sattarisaid thatIran-
made coronavirus
diagnostickits will be
exported to Germany
and Turkey in the
coming weeks.

He made the
remarks on Mon. in
an interview with
IRNA and added,
“coronavirus
diagnosticserology
kits, manufactured
by knowledge-based
companies, have
received anecessary
exportlicense from
the Ministry of
Health and Medical
Education.”

With the planning
made in thisregard,
these kits will be
exported to Germany
and Turkey, he said,
adding, “export
details of coronavirus
diagnostic kits will
be finalized in the
coming weeksunder
the strictsupervision
of the Ministry of
Health and Medical
Education.”

Turning to the
serology kits, he said,
“Iranhasattained self-
sufficiency regarding
coronavirus
diagnosticserology
kits greatly in a way
that it can export
these Kkits to most

countries. Also, we
have not faced any
restriction in the
volume of export
of these products

currencywillbethe ‘parseh.
So,asperthenewlyratifiedlaw, 10,000 rials will
beequalto 1tomanand eachtomanwillbe equal
to100parseh.

Theparityrateofforeign currencieswillbe setand

Accordingly, both rial and toman will be valid
duringthetransition period. Afterthatphase,all
financial commitmentsbased ontherial willbe
fulfilledintoman.

Accordingto CBI, there are 8 billion pieces of

fiscalyear.

Theresultsshowhardly 10% ofthose polled preferred
tousetheir money for manufactures, while banks were
ratedasthemostattractive optionto protecttheirsavings.
The pollalso found outthatinvestinginreal estate was

Iran chops offzeroes from
currency, changes ‘rial’ to
‘toman’

Iranian lawmakers approved on Monday a

the second best investment for large numbers more monetarybilltoshave fourzeroesoffthenational ~ adjustedbythe CentralBankofIran (CBI)asper  banknotescirculatinginthecountryandregularly overseas.’ . .

concernedaboutthe tankingoftherial currency. thenew currency system. impose high costs of printingnewmoney onthe Elsewhere in his
However, morerecently, thereisagrowingtendency to Asperthebill ReformingMonetaryandBanking ~ The Parliament hasgiven the g,","emm,e“t a gove.rnment. remarks:‘ Sattari
investinthestockmarketthathas seen historicgrowth Law’,themonetaryunitwill changeofficiallyfrom  Maximumoftwoyearsasatransitionperiodto  Theideaoffewerzeroshasbeenfloatedforalmost said, presently,

the country enjoys
the capability of
performing one
million coronavirus

implement thelaw and replace the banknotes
andcoins.

16years. Theinitiativetochange the currencywas

therialtothe commonlyused toman.
firstproposed by the governmentin August.

Furthermore, theminormonetaryunitofthenew

drawinginvestorsineverincreasingnumbers.
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The Sartak-Pishta border
crossing between Iraq’s

Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG) and the
I[slamic Republic of Iran was

reopened on Mon. after more
than two-month hiatus due to

the outbreakofthe COVID-19.
Iraqreopenedits 3rd border

crossings with the Islamic
Republic of Iran which had

been closed for more than two
months due to the pandemic,
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KRG’s Sartak-Pishtabordercrossing
reopens with Iran amid pandemic

borderisunderway through
observing necessary health
protocols and also corona
termsand conditions naturally.
Iraq’s Kurdistan Regional
Governmentalsoreopened its
twoborder crossings with Iran
onApril21,28,2020.Inaddition
to the aforementioned three
border crossings,Iraq’'sKRGhas
seven otherborder crossings
with the Islamic Republic of
Iran, atotal of which were shut
down due to the outbreak of
coronavirusinlranandIraq.

tests per day, all of
thesetestsare carried
out in the country
using domestically-
manufacturedKkits.”
He pointed to the
high capabilities of
knowledge-based
companies in the
country and added,
“these companies
have provided and
produced equipment
regarding COVID-19.
The corona-related
equipment will be
exported to other
countriesifpermitted
by the Ministry of
Health.”
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U.Slawmakers
urge Pompeo to
take'increased
diplomatic
action'torenew
Iranarms
embargo

Hundreds of House
lawmakers in both
parties are calling
on Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo to take
“increased diplomatic
action” to renew a
United Nations arms
embargoonlIransetto
expirein October.

“We write to urge
increased diplomatic
action by the United
States to renew the
expiring United
Nations arms
embargo againstIran
and United Nations
travel restrictions
on those Iranian
individualsinvolved
with dangerous
proliferation
activities,” the
lawmakers wrote in
a letter to Pompeo
obtained by The Hill
ahead of itsrelease.
“America must
continue its
longstanding,
bipartisanleadership
inordertolimitIran's
destabilizingactivities
throughoutthe world,”
theyadded. “Welook
forward to working
withyoutoreauthorize
these expiring U.N.
restrictions,which are
essential to protecting
our national security
and the American
people.”

Accordingto Hillnews
website, the letter
was organized by
House Foreign Affairs
Committee Chairman
Eliot Engel (D-N.Y.)
and committeeranking
member Rep. Michael
McCaul (R-Texas). As
of Sunday, theletter has
384 signatures.
“Nearly every member
of the U.S. House of
Representativesisin
agreement: Iran must
notbeallowed tobuy or
sellweapons,” McCaul
said in a statement.
“Thisisn’taRepublican
or Democratissue, or
evenjustan American
issue. We need to
extend the U.N.arms
embargoonIranforthe
sake ofinternational
peace and security. |
am proud the House
is speaking with
one voice to protect
the world against
Iran’s aggressive and
destabilizingbehavior”

=

Minister: Iran manages
COVID-19 amid sanctions
climax

Iran hasrelatively managed coronavirus outbreak amid
sanctionsand economic problems climax, Iranian Minister
of Health, Treatmentand Medical Education Saeed Namaki
said.

Addressing a meeting to commemorate martyred
healthcare defenderslate on Sunday, Namakisaiditisan
honor for Iranians, who accompanied by their national
consensus and empathy, were able to contain the unbridled

andterrible disease.

He expressed hope for Iranians to be able toreach better
achievementsin managing COVID-19 disease.

Namaki also sympathized with the bereaved families of
the martyred healthcare defenders and appreciated their
patience and cooperation with medical staff.

The deadly coronavirus radiating from Wuhan, China, in
December 2019 has affected millions of people across the
world.

Iran has taken numerous steps to stop the spread of
the disease, ranging from closing down schools and
universities to cancellation of cultural and religious
gatherings. Itisalso constantly disinfecting and sanitizing

Iran to overcome sanctions and become more

powerful: Emile Lahoud

The 15th President of Lebanon Emile
Lahoud maintains that new powers will
emerge in the aftermath of coronavirus
and afundamental change in the balance
of power will occur during this era,adding
Iran will overcome the sanctions and
become more powerful.

publicplaces.

Head of Iran's Health
Ministry's Public
Relations Office

Kianoush Jahanpour
said on Sunday that
some 47 more Iranians
died of coronavirus and
that 78,422 people outofa
total 0f 97,424 infected with
the coronavirus have survived and

recovered, while unfortunately, the total number
ofdeathsreached 6,203.

NEWS

Pres. Rouhani to take part
in NAM summit today via

videoconferencing

Foreign Ministry Spokesman Seyyed Abbas Mousavi
said on Mon. that President Rouhaniwill participate
inthe Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) Summit
today, hosted by the Republic of Azerbaijan, via
videoconferencing.

Emile Lahoudisthe
15th President of
Lebanon from Nov.
24,1998,to Nov.23,
2007.Hewasbornon
January12,1936,in
the town of Baabdat.
Heisthe son of General Jamil
Lahoud, who playedakeyrole
inestablishing the Lebanese
army and strived to achieve
independence forthe country.
He was elected the 14th
President of Lebanon on
Nov. 24,1998. Although his
presidency was due to end
in Dec.2004, the Lebanese
parliament extended his
presidency foranotherthree
yearstill 2007 afterapproving
abillinSep.2004.

In an interview with Mehr
News Agency, Emile Lahoud
expressed hisviewregarding
thelatestpolitical eventsin
Lebanon and the region. He
believesthatlranwillovercome
sanctionsand become more
powerfulintheworld.
According to Lahoud, The
post-coronaviruseraisatime
for emerging new powers
and fundamental change in
the balance of power. He
furtherreferred to US efforts
toeliminate China'seconomic
powerbeforethe pandemicand
said thatcurrently, the US can
onlydeal withitself.
Healsomentioned the former
Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik
Hariri's offer to give him half
amillion dollars amonth for
launchingattacksonHezbollah
inthesouth ofLebanon. Hariri's
proposal was made when
Lahoud was the commander
ofthe Lebanesearmy,aswellas
whenhewasthepresidentand
almostforced him toresign.
TheformerLebanese president
said thatalthough he hasnot
beencloselyacquainted with Lt.
General Soleimani, hebelieves

thathisblood hasgivenIran
greater power. Referringto the
newdevelopmentsin Lebanon,
Lahoudalsonoted thatHassan
al-Diabisaman ofhonorand
willimplementnewplans.
What is your assessment
of the global pandemic of
Coronavirus?Doyouseethisas
abiological war, especially after
Russian and Chinese officials
blamed the United States?
Everythingisfeasible. However;
inthe currentsituation,and
beforeatleastone year since
thebeginning ofthe outbreak,
we cannot know the truth.
This means thatatleastone
year should pass to find the
truth. However, based on my
comprehensiveresearch, the
virus existed in the United
States in 2014, and the
Americans tried to develop
and change its nature to see
how dangerousitis tohuman
beings. Some Americansalso
saidon TV thatan American
professorwasresponsible for
the case, which he worked on
for commercial purposes.

The world is very different
beforeand after the pandemic.
Are we facing a new world
orderintheaftermath of the
coronavirus?

Undoubtedly, Coronavirus
broughtdisgrace tothe whole
worldand showed theinability
ofthe superpowers to contain
it. According to the studies,
only one gram of the virus
wasneeded to infect millions
of people around the world,
meaningthatanatomicbomb

[

isinsignificant comparing to
thevirus.

Powerful governments did
not find a weapon to fight
coronavirus. Chinawas able
to contain the pandemic
due to its prior prediction.
However, the United States,
as a "superpower," has not
been able to preventit from
spreading, and President
Trump hasacted foolishlyand
plunged his nation into this
crisis. From this, we realized
thatthe United Statesisone
ofthe weakest countries,and
therefore the balance of power
willundoubtedly change,and
itsconsequences will affectall
countriesinthe world, even
smallones.

Do youbelieve that Iran will
have abetter positionin the
post-Coronavirus era? Will
this pandemicyield positive
results for [ran and motivate
the country to become more
powerful?

Based onmyassessment, Iran
willbecome strongerbecause
the United Statesisapowerful
governmentin the worldand
hashadasignificantimpacton
Iran, butafterthe outbreak, the
United States can only to deal
withitself and asaresult, the
situationinlranwillimmensely
improve and the country will
become sstronger. 1 have come
tobelieve thatIran will always
overcome sanctions and
limitations.

Significant developments
occurredintheregionin2020,
which showed the nature of

the Americansbetter. Despite
the fact that the Americans
believed thatthese eventshad
putanendtoIran'sinfluence
and active presence in the
region, these developments
led to the creation of a new
chapterinregional eventsand
the emergence of new political
literature. The assassination
of Lt. General Soleimani, as
the mostimportantincident
intheregion,begananewera
forthe Axis of Resistance, and
of course, the results of this
assassination were exactly
contrarytotheassessmentand
goalsofthe Americans. Did the
assassination of Lt. General
Soleimani weaken Iran, and
do you believe that Tehran
lost control of the regional
developments?
Unfortunately, [ did notknow
Lt. General Soleimani well, but
[followed up onissuesrelated
tohimaslIdidforothermartyrs
suchasImad Mughniyeh. ButI
believe thathisblood gave [ran
morepower. I believe thatwhen
acountry movesin theright
direction,noonecanstopit.

[ should mention here that
Lebanon, as a small Arab
government, was able to
defeatIsrael because it was
onthe pathoftruth.lamsure
thatIranisrightregardingits
demands,andtherefore,Noone
canovercome this country by
forceandblockade,andinthe
end, itwill win. So the United
Statesis focused on Syriaand
Iranbecausetheyareresisting
inLebanon.

Speaking in his weekly press briefing in front
of media companions after about two-month
hiatus due to the outbreak of coronavirus, he
added, “Iranian diplomacy is going on and we
have witnessed thatsenior political officials of the
countryincluding the president, foreign minister
and other deputies both inside and outside the
country continued diplomaticaffairs significantly.”
Anumberof46 seniorauthorities of countriesand
headsofinternational organizationswill participate
in this Summit, he said, adding, “battling against
coronavirus will be the main topicof discussionin
thissummitaswellasthe cooperation of participant
countriesinthe fightagainst COVID-19.”

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
hasheld about 22 telephone conversations with
his counterpartsindifferentcountries during the
outbreak of COVID-19 and discussed the regional
andinternationalissues, Mousavi stressed.

He pointed to the anniversary of the US pullout
from the 2015 nuclear deal, known as Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) on May
7,2018 and said, “the United States breached
its promise within the framework of JCPOA
and violated UNSC Res. 2231. With violating its
commitments, the United Statesisnolongera
participantto]CPOA”

The United States has adarkhistoryinlack of
complying with international commitments and
JCPOAisoneoftheapproachesof USunilateralism,
Foreign Ministry Spokesman Mousavireiterated.

Borderincidentfor Afghan
nationals occursinside

Afghanistan’s soil: Iran

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman, Seyyed Abbas
Mousavi stressed thatrecentborderincident for
anumber of Afghan nationals happened inside
Afghanistan’ssoil.

Mousaviissued astatementinreactiontoreports
released by the Afghan media about a deadly
incidentinvolvinganumber of Afghan citizens who
were trying to make illegal entry into the Islamic
Republicoflranby crossingaborderriver.

Offering sympathy with the families of the victims,
Mousavi said, “The incident has occurred on
Afghanistan’s soil,and the [slamic RepublicofIran’s
Border Police has denied thatany suchincidenthas
takenplace onthesoil of our country”.
“Considering the significance oftheissueandin
orderto obtain detailed informationabouthowthe
incidenthasoccurred onthe Afghanistan’s soil, we
havebeen probingintotheissueincooperation with
the officials of Afghanistan,”headded.

US Plan to RejoinJCPOA
to Get Nowhere: Iranian
Spokesman

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesperson said Washington’s
ploytoagainbecome a participant ofthe 2015 Iran nuclear
deal afterits unilateral withdrawal from the agreementis a
nonstarter thatruns counter to the international law.
Speakingatavideo press conference on Monday, Seyed
Abbas Mousavideplored the US’ push for extendinga UN
arms embargo againstIran underaplantorejointhe 2015
nuclear deal, known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA), saying such attempts are in contravention
ofthe internationallaw and the world is unlikely to approve
the USplan.

“Withitsillegal withdrawal from the JCPOA, the UShas sought

todestroyall political, economicand security achievements
(ofthedeal),” the spokesman said.

“The UShasviolated the (UNSC) Resolution 2231 andisno
longerapartytothe JCPOA. We are in contact with the other
JCPOAmembersandare confidentthatthey (Americans) will
notsucceed,” Mousaviadded.

The spokespersonalso said thatIran will be prepared to give
an “appropriate and decisive” response to the attempts at
referring the JCPOA to the UN Security Counciland triggering
the so-called snapback provisions ofthe nuclear deal.

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo has announced recently
that Washingtonis preparingalegal argumentthatthe US
would remainaparticipantinthe JCPOA -already renounced
by the US president- as partofan intricate strategy to
pressurethe UN Security Council to extend anarms embargo
on Tehran.

Accordingto Pompeo’s plan, bound to be opposed by many of

Washington’s

European allies, the US would, in
essence, claimitlegally remainsa “participant state” in the
nuclearaccord only for the purposes ofinvokinga “snapback”
thatwouldrestore the UN sanctions on Iranthatwereinplace
before thenucleardeal.



Friday Prayersto Be Heldin 157 Iranian Cities

Peoplein 157 citiesacross Iran can attend the Friday prayers this weekaftera
two-month hiatus following the coronavirus outbreak, an official said.

Deputy head ofthe Policy-Making Council of Iranian Friday Prayer Leaders said
on Sunday thatthis week’s Friday prayerswillbe heldin 157 cities in compliance
with the health protocols.Hojjatoleslam Ali Noorinoted that the Friday prayer
leadersin the country had not halted their activities during the temporary
suspension of the Friday prayers after the outbreak of the novel coronavirus, saying

they have taken partin various cultural, social and religious activities.Addressing a Sunday meeting of
the Coronavirus Fight National Headquarters, President Hassan Rouhaniannounced thatmosquesin
132Iraniancitiesinareas categorized as ‘white zones’ (coronavirus-free regions) willreopen on May 4.
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€) monitoringenemy’s
Irantoovercome aerial movements
sanctions and The second-in-
become more command of the

Khatam  al-Anbia
Air Defense Base
Brigadier General
Qader Rahimzadeh
stressed thatenemy’s
aerial movements
and activities

powerful: Emile
Lahoud
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Slight Declinein

Producer Inflation 0 - constantly
CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN monitored.“The
presence of

Morning call to prayer:

transregional

04:42:08 countries  brings
Noon call to prayer : insecurity to the
regionand any unwise

12:59:59 movement of these
Evening call to prayer: forces will threaten
20:06:36 thesecurity of regional
countries,” Brigadier

General Qader

Rahimzadeh said.“All
aerial movements of
enemy are under the
constant watch of
Iran’s integrated air
defense network,” he
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Iran chops off zeroes from currency, changes

High:29°c
Low:12°%

EU Stability in Questionin Post-Coronavirus
World: US Author

Update on Iran's Border Crossings Amid

Coronavirus Qutbreak

outbreakofthenovel coronavirus.

“Trucks canstayin Uzbekistan forupto 10 days,’
Latifiwas quoted assayingby IRNA, adding that
thetransitfleethasbeenrequiredtofollowhealth
protocolsmeticulously.

Libyainanattempttobringthosenationsinto their
one-world vision---with proxy operations now
takingplacein Syriaand Yemen, and the continued
harassmentofIran.Insum,the USismoreinterested

Spokesman of the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs An American author and political analyst said the

Administration Rouhollah Latifi has given the latest coronavirusoutbreak could haveanegative effecton the

accountoflran'scommercial exchanges throughborder stability ofthe European Union.

crossings with neighboring countries, as the outbreak of

thenew coronavirusrestricted the flow of goods through

land borders.

“Pishinborder crossing,agatewaytoneighboring
Pakistan, reopened on May 2,” he said.
Theborder crossing, whichislocated in the
southeastern Sistan-Baluchestan Province, is
now open fortrading food productsevery other
dayfrom8a.m.to 2 p.m.localtime, Mehr News
Agencyreported onSaturday.

Amaximum of 20 trucksand 40-50 pickup and
minitrucksareallowedto passthrough.

The IRICA spokesman said Rimdan border
crossing, also on the Iran-Pakistan frontierin
Sistan-Baluchestan Province, reopened on April
25butMirjavehborderisstill closed.

Pakistan firstclosed its eastern and western
borderswith Iran, Afghanistan and India on
March 15 to contain the spread of the new
coronavirus.

Iranianborder crossings of Milak, Mahiroud
and Dogharounlinking Afghanistanare open
fortrade.

The head of Iran-Afghanistan Chamber of
Commerce saidlastmonth thatvisaissuance for
AfghantradersandtruckdriverstoenterIran,
which had faced a hiatus after the outbreak of
thenovel coronavirusinthe country,isnotback
tonormal.

“Afghan traders can obtain business visa,
provided theytravelto Iranviaplaneand carry
documented proofthattheyare notinfected
with COVID-19,”Mohammad MehdiJavanmard-
Qassabwasalsoquoted assayingby Mehr News
Agency,addingthattruckdriverswillonlyneedto
submitproofoftheirbeingvirus-free.
Withregard toborderswith Turkmenistan, Latifi
saidallbordersremain closed.
AsforUzbekistan, Iraniantrucksarenowallowed
tocrossfortransit, exportsand imports,and the
Uzbekgovernmenthasremovedallrestrictions.
Uzbekistan lifted the limitationsithad placed
onlraniantransittrucksinitsterritorysincethe

Uzbekistan’s crisis management commission
haslifted the ban for Afghan and Italian transit
fleetaswell.

Trade withnorthernneighborsis underway
through Caspian Sea ports, namely Anzali,
Astara, Caspian, Noshahr, Fereydounkenarand
Amirabad.

Marineroutesto Russiaand Azerbaijanare open.
RailroutestoAzerbaijanarealsooperating.
Iraniantrucksare travelling through the transit
routetoRussia.
Iran-Armeniatradeisalsounderwayvia Nurduz
borderin EastAzerbaijan Province.
Transactions With Turkey

Commercial exchanges with Turkey are carried
outviaRazirailroad but Bazarganborderisstill
closed.

Notably, even Turkish trucks are notallowed to
returnto their country and 360 Turkish trucks
havebeenstrandedatthebordersince April 10,
pending Ankara’sdecisiontoreturnhome.
Latifinoted thatthe border crossing of Sari
Suwith Turkey is the only crossing used for
importinghealth, medicinaland pharmaceutical
products,and no other trade activity is done
throughtheborder.

Atotal 0f 18,000 tons ofgoodsworthmore than
$41 million were exported from the Raziborder
crossingin West Azarbaijan’s Khoy County via
813 cargo wagons during the first months of
the currentIranianyear (March 20-April 19),
showingasevenfoldand 20-fold risein tonnage
andvaluerespectively comparedwith the similar
period oflastyear.

“Raziisthe onlyborder crossingbetweenIran
and Turkeythathasnotbeen closed downdueto
the outbreak ofthe novel coronavirus. Allhealth
protocolsarebeingmeticulously followedanda
disinfectionstationhasbeensetupattheborder
sotrade between the two sides can continue
withouta problem,” Superintendent of Razi
Rail Customs Administration Seifollah Rasiwas
quotedassayingby [RNA.

Thepost-COVID19race could determine whether
theUSreboundsinamannerthatallowsittoretain
whatitself calls the mantle of globalleadership.
Therearereports that Beijing could leverage its
first-moveradvantage-alongsideafastereconomic
recoveryacross Asian markets -acceleratingthe
trend toward aChinese-centricglobalization. What
doyouthink?

Peretto: Inthe early 1970s American globalists
David Rockefeller and Henry Kissinger broke the
Cold Wariceandreached outtocommunistdictator
ChairmanMao. Then PresidentNixon commenced
formalrelations withmainland China by offering
investmentdollarsand infrastructure designed to
openup theirmarketsand provide cheaplaborto
Western corporations.Inthe subsequentdecades,
Chinawas transformed from an impoverished
dystopia into the global economic power it is
today. Besides the obvious 'short-term' economic
advantages for Western corporations, the Western
globalistshoped to eventually incorporate China
into the one-world system of government they so
passionately covet. After World War I1 the United
Stateswasleftunscathed athome and assumed
therole ofthe dominant military and economic
power inthe world. The US quickly broughtthe
Japanese economy into a dominant positionin
East Asiaand rebuilt Western Europe over afew
decades while secretly funding the Soviet Union
tokeepitafloatto provide the USwith an enemy
to justify the military expenditures needed to
make Americaintothe world'sdominantmilitary
power. Once the Soviet Union imploded it was
immediately incorporated into the Western
economicmodel. Yetinorderto continue the flow
of USmilitaryexpendituresand tobeginthe process
ofincorporatingthe Middle Eastand North Africa
into the globalists' one-world vision; attention
wasimmediately turned fromthe Soviet threatto
the manufactured Muslim fundamentalist threat.
In2001 the murderous September 11 operation
was carried outby the USand Israel to provide
an'excuse' toinvade Afghanistan, Iraq, and then

inremaining the world'sleading military while
cedingmanufacturingdominance to Chinaand the
leadincybersecurityandartificial intelligence (Al)
tolIsrael. Now the current coronavirus pandemic
hasbeenunleashed tohelp establisha"lock-step"
world oftop-down governmental controls through
severerestrictionsin movementand travel, plus
surveillance technologies,adigital-only (cashless)
economy, re-monopolizing propaganda and
disinformation throughincreasinginternetand
alternative media censorship,depopulationthrough
bio-warfare and mandatory vaccines, decreased
economicopportunities,and the curtailingofbasic
humanrights.

The IMF has projecteda US economic decline of
about6%in2020andacontractionofthe eurozone
of 7.5%. That compares to projected Chinese
economic growth for 2020 of 1.2% aftera first
quarterreal decline of 6.7% - far less than the
10%-plusdipmany expertshad expected. The only
group of countriesin the world projected tobe in
positive territory are East Asian, atroughly 1%.
Thishasraised concerns withinthe USand Europe.
Recently, French President Emanuel Macronargued
thatthe comingmonths could determine whether
the European Union collapsesas apolitical and
economicproject. Doyoubelieve thattheirsteeper
economicdeclineand slowerrecovery couldlaythe
seedsforalong-lastingshiftofglobal tectonicplates
toEastAsiannations’advantage?

Peretto: Western globalist strategists are satisfied
with Chinain particularand East Asia, in general,
taking thelead inmanufacturing despite Trump's
rantsaboutChinawhichappealstohis constituency
anddivertsattentionofftheIsraelgripithasonthe
US.Mostoftheworld'sfiatcurrencies are created
outofthinairby Western elite families somoneywill
alwaysbe plentifuland used to fund any operations
they seefit. The factthat East Asiais engagedina
dominantpositioninmanufacturingthrough foreign
investmentandlaborexploitationisjustfineforthe
Westernglobalists. Thisallowsthe Westand Israel
to concentrate on surveillance technologies, Al,
internetcensorship,and other 'clean'technologies.
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