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President Lauds Iran Central
Bank’s Efforts to Meet Basic
Demands

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani praised the Central
Bankoflran (CBI) foritseffortsto cope with the domestic
demandsand provide the necessary fundingamid the
severeinternational conditions.

Inatelephone conversation with the governor of the
Central Bank of Iran Abdolnasser Hemmati on Friday,
Rouhani was briefed on the latest measures and
developmentsintheprocessofprovidingforeign currency
financingforbasicand necessary commoditiesinIran.
Thepresidentwasalsoinformed aboutthe details of the
CBI'seffortstorepatriate foreign currency earned from
exports, the CBI'suse of variousresourcesatits disposal,
and its strategies to supply the basicand necessary
productsthatthe countryneeds.

Rouhani commended the CBIforsatisfyingthe necessary
domesticdemands under the difficultinternational
conditionsaccording to the plans formulated by the
administration, the government’s official website
reported.

Forhis part, Hemmati expounded on the process of the
CBI'sactivities for open marketoperationinmoneyand
capitalmarkets.

Thelatestreportbythe Central BankofIranshowsthatthe
monthlyfluctuationintheproducerpriceindex, whichisa
leadingindicator, hasfortunately stood atminus 0.8 inthe
monthofFarvardin (March20-April 19), Hemmatiadded.

Iran’s drug production exceeds
23% growthlastyear

Statistics of the Ministry of Industry, Mine and Trade
showed that48.2 billionhuman drugs were producedin
the countrylastyear [from March 21,2019 toMarch 20,
2020], registeringa 23.7 percentgrowth as compared to
thesameperiod oflastyear.

Inthe same period, 604,500 tons of detergents were
producedinthe country,showinga5.1 percentdeclineas
comparedtoayearearlier,theministryadded.
Inaddition, domesticfactories succeeded in producing
36,600tons ofpesticides, recordinga37.2 percentgrowth
ascompared tothesameperiod oflastyear.

Iran eyes resumption of border
exchanges with neighbouring

countries

The Iranian president says border exchanges and
transportation of commodities with neighbouring
countries should be resumed while observing health
protocols.Inaphone conversation with Minister of
Roadsand Urban Development Mohammad Eslami,
President Hassan Rouhanireferred to hisrecenttalks
withsomeheads of state, includingthose of neighbouring
countries, sayingtheywelcomed theresumptionofborder
exchangesand thetransportation ofgoods.
PresidentRouhaniordered the ministerto promptlyadopt
the necessary measures for the resumption ofborder
exchangesin full compliance with health protocols.
Duringthe phone conversation, the presidentwasbriefed
onthelatestsituation oftransportinthe country during
theimplementation ofthe smartsocial distancing plan.
President Rouhanialso stressed the need to draw up
creative planswithregardstothe smartsocial distancing
planinthetransportdomain.“The social distancing plan
asrecommended by the health ministry should make it
obligatorytousefacemasksinsuchawaythatitbothallays
people’sconcernsandatthe sametime stemthe spread of
thedisease,’ said the president.
PresidentRouhanifurtherunderscoredtheneed tofinish
unfinished plansand projectsinthe country despite the
currenttough economic conditions caused by the United
States’unfairsanctionsaswellasthe consequencesofthe
coronavirusoutbreak.

“The necessary measures should be adopted to finish
projectswhicharemorethan80 percentcompleteassoon
aspossible,"headded.
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Basicincomeis vital for the precariat, and for

society; Guy Standing

The proletariatlongago ceased to be aradical

progressive force, which it was a century ago,

whenitled the struggle forawelfaristversion of

industrial capitalism. Today, theradical potentially

transformative class is the precariat, which is

growingineverypartoftheworld.

Guy Standing, (born

&"sz 9February 1948) s
British prof;

IsFaHN R

NEW s Studies at the

NO 476
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_EESEM  andAfrican Studies
(SOAS), University of London,
and co-founder of the Basic
Income Earth Network (BIEN).
Standinghaswritten widelyin
theareas oflabour economics,

School of Oriental

labour  market policy,
unemployment, labour market
flexibility, structuraladjustment
policiesand social protection.
Hisrecentworkhasconcerned
the emerging precariat class
and the need to move towards
unconditionalbasicincomeand
deliberative democracy.

Belowisthe [LNA'sinterview
with thisauthoritative thinker
about the international
worker's day, the epidemic of
COVID-19 and the question of

Charterhad 29 policies, centred
onrevivingasenseofthe Future,
orrevivingthe enlightenment
valuesoffreedom, equalityand
solidarity.

Key demands were to
reconceptualizewhatwe mean
by ‘work’, and to move away
fromatotal focus on ‘labour’.
The social democrats and
labourists of Labour Parties
and Labour Unions had been
the progressive force in the
early 20th century, and in
my view, this was a historical
error. Putting ‘jobs’ and ‘Full

theproletariat. Employment’ on a pedestal,
In "The Precariat: The New  astheover-ridinggoal,wasan
Dangerous Class", you exerciseinalienation.Butifwe

talk about the notion of an
emergingclassof people facing
insecurity, movinginand out
of precarious work that gives
little meaning to their lives.
[t seems that this new class
of peopleisincreasing daily.
Whatsortofpolitics should be
takentoactioninordertomove
towarda progressive strategy
ofredistributionandincome
security?

In the follow-up book, ‘A
Precariat Charter: From
Denizensto Citizens’, I posed
therhetorical questions: What
setofdemandsasamanifesto
would the progressive part of
the precariat make, and how
would that differ from one by
the proletariat one hundred
yearsago, had they drawn up
suchamanifesto? The Precariat

focus on creating the space,
opportunity,and conditionsin
which everybody can pursue
theirownsense of occupation
and work, including the
preciousactivity ofunpaid care
work,thenoneisledtopromote
basicincome oranew form of
anincomedistribution system,
alongwitharesurrectionofthe
commons. So, my subsequent
writing has focused on basic
income and The Plunder of
the Commons, published last
year. Theworkonbasicincome
hasbeenapreoccupation for
several decadesand sadly has
been givenanewimpetusand
urgency by the coronavirus
pandemic.Basicincomeisnow
vital for the precariat, and for
society.

The proletariatisa classical
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A local manager of Sistan-
Balushestan
southeastern Iran, said that
openingRimdanborderpointwith
Pakistan will be a turning point
for the economy of the regional
countriesandlocalpeople.Ebrahim
Javshiri told IRNA that Rimdan
Border point, close to Chabahar,
isthe closest passage to Pakistan.
It is only 650 kilometers away
from Karachi, Pakistan's biggest
port.Rimdanhasbeen chosen for
transporting people and goods
between Iran and Pakistan.
Javshirisaid thatlackof securityin

wmmum

important conceptin Leftist
thought. If in the past the
proletariatincluded industrial
workersas well as peasants,
today the term can cover a
huge range of socio-political
classes, fromrefugeestocollege
studentswhoknowevenbefore
entering the labor market
thatthereisnoplace forthem
insociety. One danger of the
situationisthetendency ofthis
unstable classtowardsvarious
forms of extremism. How can
thisriskbeavoided?
Itmakesnointellectual sense
tousetheterm ‘proletariat’to
coverall people whorely on
labour for theirlivelihood. It
istoovaguetobeanalytically
or politically useful. In the
Marxistorsocialisttradition, the
proletariatreferred toworkers
withthefamous ‘twofreedoms’
-freeofthemeansofproduction
andfreetohirethemselves out
infull-timelabour. Akey concept
inthinking of the proletariat
is ‘proletarianisation’ - the
processofhabituation to full-
timelabour. Ironically, social
democrats, socialists, and
communistsinthe 20th century
did all they could to support
proletarianization. They sought
to obtain ‘generalised labour’,
andintheprocesssurrendered
the rhetoric and values of
freedomand equality.

In any case, the proletariat
longago ceasedtobearadical
progressive force, which

itwasacenturyago, whenit
led the struggle for a welfarist
versionofindustrial capitalism.
Today, the radical potentially
transformative class is the
precariat, which is growing
inevery partofthe world. The
greatpotentialisthatwhilethe
precariatisinternally divided
intowhatIhave called Atavists,
Nostalgicsand Progressives, it
isthegrowingprogressive part
oftheprecariatthatisintuitively
looking foraway oflivingand
workingthatisnon-labourist,
a psychological distancing
fromlabour. Thisis profoundly
ecologicaland democratic.
ILNA: With the currentcrisis
of COVID-19, many analysts
believe thataglobal recession
iswaitingforus. This, of course,
means adarker future for the
working class. What measures
shouldwe considertodeal with
the uncertain future ahead?
Would the idea of "Basic
Income"beapractical solution
inthisregard?
Thavealwaysarguedthatabasic
income system is justifiable
fundamentally for ethical
reasons - to promote social
justice, enhance liberal and
republican freedom, and to
provide basicsecurity forall.
Inmybooks onthe precariat, [
advocateditasawayofenabling
theprecariattoobtainfreedom,
securityand enoughresources
to be able to obtain the key
assetsofaGood Society.

Province,

Opening Rimdan border pointto help
flourishregional economies: official

Pakistan’s Baluchistan has made
Afghanistan interested to use do
itstrade from Rimdan, which can
changeinto an economichub.On
theotherhand, Pakistanisplanning
tojoin Gwadar Portto Rimdanboth
togetconnectedtoIran’srailroads
andtohavetradewith Afghanistan
and Turkmenistan.Itis predicted
thataboutonemillion passengers
will commuteand 200,000 tons of
goodswillbe transported through
theborderpoint, whichwillprovide
400,000peopleonbothsidesofthe
borderpointwithemploymentand
abettereconomy.
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What's News

Iran, Turkey to
talk on border
closureon Monday
Head of Iran-Turkey
Joint Chamber of
Commerce Mehrdad
Saadat Dehghan told
“Iran’s relation with
Turkey is strategic
and importantand the
country should not
damage it with hasty
actionsoverthe closure
of Turkey’sborder”

SpeakingtoILNAabout
thelatestdevelopment
aboutthe closure ofthe
borderby Turkey, Saadat
Dehghan said that
borderswith Turkeyare
still closed and nothing
haschanged,addingthat
after talks with some
related ministriesinthe
country,theywereurged
toliftthe pressure from
thechamber’sshoulder.
Heurgedthemtoresolve
the problem which has
putthe exportersand
producersinlimboand
they donotknowabout
thefuture oftheirtrades.
SaadatDehghanadded
that officials of both
countriesaretohavea
video-conference talk
on Monday to find a

solution toresolve the
problem.
He added that

representatives of all
organization'sbodies
whoareinvolvedinthe
trade will participatein
thisvideo-conference.
Reacting to the letter
writtenbyHead ofIran’s
Chamber of Commerce
tothe Road and Urban
DevelopmentMinister,
he warned about any
hastyaction, reiterating
that Iran’s relation
with Turkey is strategic
and important and
hasty actions should
not damage it and
one should not forget
Turkish businessmen
and  government’s
supportandhelpduring
thesanctionsera.
Saadat Dehghan
reiterated that the
problemisjustinland
border and both
countries have no
probleminrail transit
ofgoods.

He said some 300
Iraniantruckshavebeen
stranded in the Turkish
borders which are to
transporttheir cargos
tothis countryand they
carryagroproductslike
date, watermelon, and
dried fruits which may
decay.

He furtheradded that
160 Iranian trucksare
alsostrandedin Turkey
andtheyare unable to
returntothe country.
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Iran’s 'Top
Security
Official Raps
German
Blacklisting of
Hezbollah
Secretary of Iran’s
Supreme National
Security Council
said Germany’s
blacklisting of the
“heroic” Lebanese
Hezbollah has
unmasked the
true sponsors of
terrorism, citing
Berlin’ssale of WMDs
to Saddam Hussein
and its servility to
the child-murdering
Zionistregime.

In a post on his
Twitter account
on Friday, Ali
Shamkhani lashed
out at the German
government
for designating
Hezbollah a terror
organization
and banning the
Lebanese group’s
activities in the
European country.
Slamming
Germany’s action
asa“new surprise”,
Shamkhani said,
“Those who sold
Saddam chemical
weapons have now
become advocates
ofhumanrightsand
are designating the
heroic Hezbollah
as terrorist, feeling
intimidated by their
child-murdering
friend.”

Paying tribute to
Hezbollah for its
contribution to
the fight against
terrorism, the
Iranian official said,
“Daesh (ISIS) could
not reach Europe
because it was held
offbehind the wall of
resistance.”

“It’s good that the
true sponsors
of terrorism
are unmasked,”
Shamkhani  said
of Germany and
its support for the
Zionistregime.

On Thursday,
Germany designated
the Lebanese
Hezbollah a terror
organization,banned
all of its activities
in the European
countryand ordered
raids onsiteslinked
to the Lebanese
group.

The German police
have raided several

mosques and
cultural associations
linked with
Hezbollah.

Iran Ready to Share Experiences
in COVID-19 Battle with Friends:
Top Commander

Iran’s highest-ranking military commander expressed the
Iranian Armed Forces’ readiness to share their experiences in
the fightagainst the novel coronavirus with friendly countries
acrosstheregion.Chief of Staff of the Iranian Armed Forces Major
General Mohammad Hossein Bagerisent separate messages to
his counterparts and the defense ministers of Iraqg, the Republic
of Azerbaijan, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Oman, Qatar, Kuwait, Syria
and Lebanon to offer help in handling the coronavirus pandemic.

In the messages, the top Iranian commander highlighted the
Islamic Republic’s success in dealing with the coronavirus
outbreak, saying that Iranian military forces are ready to share
their experiencesin the battle with the infectious disease.

“The Iranian Armed Forces are prepared to exchange the
experiences thathave beenachieved and offerthem to the officials
offriendly and brotherly countries,” the general said.

He also warned thata failure to cope with the virusina correct
and scientific manner could increase the spread of the disease
and threaten the health of nations.“The Islamic RepublicofIran’s
successful performance in controlling the virus could provide
solutions for other [slamicnations and friendly and neighboring
states,” the top commanderadded.

Dispute Resolution Mechanism of JCPOA is
open “only” to current JCPOA parties: Finaud

In remarks on April 14,
Commander of the Iranian
Army Ground Force said his
units are ready to provide
other countries with the
experiences in the fight
against coronavirus at the
discretion of Leader of the
I[slamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed AliKhamenei.

On Wednesday, the [ranian Defense
Ministry provided Afghanistan with a consignment
medical and health products for diagnosing COVID-19.

NEWS

Iran haslowestratio of coronavirus
deathinworld: official

Marc Finaud, the former French Foreign
Ministry spokesman, says If the UN
Security Council doesnotagree to extend
the arms embargo, the United States can
always apply unilateral sanctionsasithas
beendoingsince 2018 withoutlegal force

on third countries.
Former Senior
Resident Fellow
at the United

Nations Institute
for Disarmament
NEWS Research (UNIDIR)
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Thehead ofIran’s Red Crescent Society said on Saturday
thatin comparisontoits population, Iranhasthelowest
ofthedeathtoll. Kareem Hemmatisaid thatno country
hadaplanto fightthe epidemic; many countries were
severelyhitand the United Stateshasthe highestdeath
tollintheworld. Hemmatiadded thatatthebeginning
ofthe crisis, Iran had the second-highestnumber of
infected casesafter China.Headded thatotherswere
pointingafinger ofaccusationatlran, claiming that
[ranhadspread thevirus,butbeforelong, the claimwas
provenunfounded.Hemmatisaidalthoughthehospitals
were full of patientsand "we were under suppressive
sanctions,wemanaged to curbthe disease withtheleast
equipmentevenrecoveryhospitals" thatwereallotted
werenotallused.He said 70 thousand volunteersare

Resolution Mechanism ofthe

helpingthe poor.Head of Iran's Health Ministry's Public

JCPOAis, of course,openonly
tothecurrent]CPOA parties.”
A senior member of the
Geneva Centre for Security
Policy also says that “It is
indeed paradoxical that
the Trump administration
was critical of the JCPOA but
atthe same time criticized
Iran for suspending its
implementation.”
Followingisthefulltextofthe
interview:

The United Statesis working
to extend theissueofIran's
arms sanction in the UN
Security Council. Given that
the United Stateshasviolated
and withdrawn from the
JCPOA, canitlegallymakesuch
arequest?

Itistruethat, by withdrawing
fromthe JCPOA, the United
Stateshasacted against UN
Security Council resolution
2231unanimouslyadopted
to endorse the agreement

any provision on unilateral
withdrawal. Thatresolution
provides for thelifting of the
arms embargo against ran
by 2020 0r2023 depending
onthe category ofarmsand
technology and if the IAEA
certifies thatIran’snuclear
programremains peaceful. In
any case, foradecisiontobe
taken by the Security Council
to extend the sanctions, all
the Permanent Members
mustagree,and atthis stage,
itseemsunlikely that Russia
or China (and perhaps France
and the United Kingdom) will
joinsuchadecision.

The United States, despite
withdrawing from the UN
Security Council, is set to
establishitselfasaparticipant
intheJCPOA.Whyisthe United
Stateslooking forthis?
Itisindeed paradoxical that
the Trump administration
was critical ofthe JCPOA but
atthe same time criticized

Iran for suspending its
implementation. It would
have been more logical for
the United States to remain
apartytotheJCPOAand use
theinternal mechanisms of
the agreement to raise any
questionaboutcompliance.
If the United States fails to
extend its arms sanction
onlran,itislikely toturnto
atrigger mechanism. How
can he do this legally, even
if he considers himself a
participantin]JCPOA?

Ifthe UN Security Councildoes
notagree to extend thearms
embargo, the United States
canalways apply unilateral
sanctionsasithasbeendoing
since 2018 without legal
force onthird countries. But
because ofits extra-territorial
jurisdiction,ithasapowerful
deterrentto pressure foreign
companieswithinterestsin
the United Statestorenounce

Resolution Mechanism ofthe
JCPOAs, of course, open only
tothe current]CPOA parties.
Do European countries
wantto activate the trigger
mechanism and take Iran's
case to the UN Security
Council?

Itistrue thatthe E3 (France,
Germany, United Kingdom)
triggered the Dispute
Resolution Mechanism to
address the suspension
of implementation by Iran
of some provisions of the
JCPOA. However, the EU
High Representative, who
is chairing the process,
suspended itinthe hopethat
furthernegotiationswillallow
findingasolutioninstead of
deferring Iran to the UN
Security Council. Thisis part
of diplomacy made both of
publicsignalsand privatetalks
tosalvagethe]CPOA, towhich
the Europeansare strongly
attached.

Relations Office Kianoush Jahanpoursaid on Friday that
76,318 people outofatotal of 95,646 infected with the
coronavirus (COVID-19) haverecovered whereas 6,091
havelosttheirlives.

Russiacriticizes US’silenceonits
UNSC2231 obligations

Russia's permanentrepresentative to international
organizations in Vienna, Mikhail Ulyanov criticized
US administration’s attempts to presentitselfasa
participanttothe 2015 nuclear deal to pressure the
United Nations Security Council to extend Iran’s arms
embargo.“US officials claim that USretains the rights
underthe UNSCresolution 2231.Nosingle word about
the US obligations which come together with rights.
Inparticular, whataboutrefraining from 'actions that
undermine implementation of commitments under
#]CPOA' (paragraph 2 ofres.2231)?” hewrote on his
official Twitteraccount.Ulyanov’sremarks came after
The New York Timessaidinareportthat US Secretary
of State Mike Pompeois preparingalegalargumentthat
the United Statesremainsaparticipantinthelrannuclear
accord thatPresident Trump hasrenounced, partofan
intricatestrategyto pressure the United Nations Security
Counciltoextendanarmsembargo on Tehranorseefar
morestringentsanctionsreimposed onthe country.

which does not contain

trade with Iran. The Dispute

80% of Patients Recoverfrom

Iran Closely Monitoring
US Movesin Persian
Gulf, Oman Sea: IRGC

Commander

Commander of the Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) Navy Rear Admiral Ali
RezaTangsirisaid the country’snaval forces
closelywatch USvessels’movementsinthe
Persian Gulfand the Seaof Oman.
“ThelslamicRepublicoflran’s (Navy) forces
are monitoringall USmovesin the Sea of
Oman and the Persian Gulf,” Rear Admiral
Tangsirisaidinarecentinterviewwithlocal
media.

Hesaid the USislooking for tensionsand
confrontationintheregionandhasalways
sowninsecuritywhereverithadapresence.
“Today, we have apowerful presenceinthe
entire Persian Gulfregion and the Strait of
Hormuz,” Rear Admiral Tangsiristressed,
addingthatfull securitywillbe establishedin
the Persian GulfifUSforcesleave theregion.
Earlier this week, Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei
said the Persian Gulf belongs to the
nationslivingthere,and thoseare the ones
responsible forensuringitssecurity.

“The Persian Gulfbelongstothenationsliving
there.Itssecurityisthe duty ofthesenations,
&Iranwithitslongcoastlineshasakeyrolein

forcesare presentinthe Persian Gulf.

AyatollahKhameneiadded.

keepingthe security ofthisregion. By God’s
gracewewilldoourpart. Thisisourhistorical,
geographical &regional duty;’ the Leadersaid
inaseriesoftweetspublished Wednesdayon
the Twitter page of Ayatollah Khameneion
theoccasionofthe National Persian Gulf Day.
The Leaderalsosaid thata “wiseandrational
collective policy” in favor of the people of
theregion cannotbeachieved while foreign

“The #PersianGulfregion canbe managed
by awiseandrational collective policy that
benefitsall Persian Gulfcountries. The factor
thatthreatens suchaproper, wise moveis
the presence offoreign forcesintheregion,”

Coronavirusin Iran

Iran’sHealth Ministrysaid 80 percentofthe coronavirus
positive casesin the countryhave fullyrecovered from
theinfectious disease and left the hospital.Speaking
atapress conference on Saturday, Health Ministry
spokesman Kianoosh Jahanpoor said the number of
patientswho haverecovered from COVID-19infection
hasreached 77,350.1tshows thatso far eighty percent
ofthe COVID-19 casesin Iranhaverecovered andleftthe
medical centers,headded.
Thespokespersonalsonoted thatthenumberofpeople
tested positive for the virusacross Iran hasrisen to
96,448 following the detection of 802 new cases since
yesterday.

Accordingto the spokesman, 65 coronavirus patients
have died overthe past24 hours, bringing the death toll
t06,156.

Al-Nujaba’s Political Board:
Washington attempting to bring
terrorismbackto Baghdad

Al-NujabaIslamicResistance calling the emptying of the USbasesin
[ragashowwarned onthe USnew projectonbringingbackterrorism
and thetop commanders ofthe ISISto Iraq.Al-Nujaba's Political Board,
inresponse to the new movements of the US, issued amessage and
announced, “Although the world is in the fight against Coronavirus
pandemic, Washington, onceagain usingits forcesin other countries, is
attemptingto playwiththenational geography ofnationsand undermine
the stability ofthe Arabianhomeland”, reported al-Nujaba's Centre for
Communicationsand Media Affairsin Iran.The Board, mentioning that
“Therashpolicy ofthe USstillregards Iraqapartofitsbig project, which
isaimedat creation of religious divisionsand political ethnocentrism,”
states, “Through anew endeavor, in orderto compensateits failuresin

findingnew effective solutions forresolvingitsinternal problems, its
inability in puttingan end to the suffering ofthe American nationand
repairingallthe damages caused by Coronavirus pandemicfollowed by
the evidentcollapse ofthis country’s economy, the USisattempting to
exertinfluence inlraq.”

Al-Nujaba’s Political Board, divulging the new plot of the Americans,
reiterates, “Washington isinsisting on returningterrorism, including
the commanders ofthe ISIS from Syria, to Iraq. The evidence for what
mentioned, the evil planand goals ofthe USforunderminingthe security
and stability of Iraq are carrying the ISIS forces from the east of the
Euphratesandsomeareasof Syriaborderingwith Irag, togetherwiththe
securityproblemsandterroristattacksinKirkuk, allbeing preliminaries
forthe conduction ofthe USnewproject."Thestatementfurthermentions,
“Weexpressour deep concernoverthe expansion oftheinsecuritiesand
emphasize to American occupiers thatthe IraqiIslamicResistance s
closely observingtheir destructive planssothatitcanneutralize all the
perilsthreateningIraqiprovinces. Therefore, weaskthe Iraqiofficial to

S }

adopt

necessary  decisions  for
maintainingthelragisecurityand make therequired plansfor controlling
terroristgroups,and by doing so, preventreoccurrence of2014 events.
Andtothisend, allthemovements of Americans, includingthe entrance
of convoysand theirmilitary equipmentbacked by massiveairstrikes,
oughttobeuncovered by governmentofficials.”



UN Envoy

againstIranhavenoplaceintheinternationallaw.

extendingthearmsembargo onIranforanunlimited period.

anarmsembargoonIran.
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ofborderexchanges (COVID-19) hasreduced
withneighbouring from 2.45% to 1.32%
countries over the past ten days,
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10-day period.The total
COVID-19 cases grew
from 82,211 t0 93,657
patients over the past
tendays which showsan
average daily growthrate
of 1.3%, Dehqani said.
This is while the daily
growth rate ofinfections
tothe disease used tobe
2.45inthe preceding 10
days,headded.

Pompeo’s JCPOA Plan Has No Placein IntTLaw: Iran

[ran’sambassadortothe United Nations derided the USstate secretary’snewplanforthe
2015nucleardealasajoke, sayingsuch Americanplans forextendinganarmsembargo

Incommentson Friday, Majid Takht Ravanchidismissed the USgovernment'sattemptsat

“(World) countrieswillnaturallynotacceptthisand would notagreetobe anaccompliceinthe
verygrossactionthatthe Americansare takinginviolation oftheinternationallaw,”headded.

Denouncing the US’ plantobecome a participantofthe 2015 Iran nuclear deal again as an invalid
hypothesis, the UN envoy saiditisajoke that Washingtonisseekingtoresorttothe UNSC Resolution 2231 toextend

President Lauds Iran Central Bank’s
Efforts to Meet Basic Demands

US States Loosen Lockdowns As Virus Drug
Approved

More US states eased pandemiclockdown measures on

Friday even as coronavirus deaths rose, while American

authorities greenlighted an experimental drug for

emergency use on patients.

Washington also renewed its warnings to
Beijinga day after President Donald Trump
threatened to slap tariffs on China, with the
White House accusing Chinese authorities of
“slow-walking” coronavirus dataand putting
USlivesatrisk.

Indiameanwhileannounced thatthe world’s
biggestlockdown —on most ofthe nation’s
1.3 billion people — would continue for two
more weeks.

Butseveral European countries have begun
to easerestrictions thathave shutinhalfthe
world, joining some Asian nations that feel
they havealreadyturnedacorner.

The United Statesalsotookamajor stepinthat
direction, with Texas becoming the largest
stateyetto easelockdowns, despitereporting
50 deaths on Thursday, the mostthere since
the outbreakbegan.

Receptionist Diane Curtis headed to amall
in Houston to buy shoes and “get out of the
house.”

“Eventuallyit’slike every other sickness that
comesaround,” she said of coronavirus. “It’ll
goaway butit’ll probably take time.”
Withabout 1.1 million confirmed cases, nearly
65,000 ofthem fatal, the United States has the
highesttolls ofany country.

“Hopefully,we're going to come in below that
100,000liveslost,whichisahorriblenumber
nevertheless,” Trump said Friday atthe White
House, after suggesting earlier in the week
the country could expect 60,000 or 70,000
fatalities.

Many Americans are wearying of stay-at-
home orders. More protests demanding the
end ofrestrictions took place in several states
Friday including California, where officials
hadre-closed beachestoavoid arepeat of
last weekend when crowds flocked to the
shoreline.

Trump, eager foraturnaround, announced
Friday that USregulators have authorized
the use ofremdesivir to treat serious virus
cases. Amajor clinical trial found that the
antiviral helped patients with serious cases of
COVID-19recover faster.

Meanwhile, the White House again pointed
fingersatBeijing.

“It’sno secret that China mishandled this
situation,” press secretary Kayleigh McEnany
said, highlighting what she described as
Beijing's failure to quickly share the virus’s
geneticsequence orinformation on human-
to-human transmission.

“Slow-walking some of thatinformation put
Americanlivesatrisk,” McEnany said.
Scientists believe the killer virusjumped from
animalsto humans, emergingin Chinalatelast
year possibly from amarketin Wuhanselling
exoticanimals for meat.

The World Health Organization has asked
to be allowed to take part in a Chinese
investigation into the animal origins of the
pandemic, WHO spokesman Tarik Jasarevic
said Friday,addingthatthe global agency was
“notcurrentlyinvolved in the studiesin China”
butwould be “keen” to participate.
Washington’s sharp rhetoric, including
Trump’sunprovenallegation Thursday that
thevirus mighthave come froma Chineselab
inWuhan —anaccusationrejected by Beijing
— and threats of more US trade tariffs sent
stocksin Londonand New York tumbling.
The FTSE shed 1.7 percent while the Dow
Jones Industrial Average slid more than 2.5
percent.

Tech giants Apple and Amazon became the
latest firms to announce worryingresults as
corporationsaround the world shed staffand
slash profitforecasts.

The economic mood darkened further with
therelease of amanufacturing survey that
pointed to ahistoricdecline in US outputin
Aprildueto the pandemic.

The Cuban government suspended May Day
celebrations on theisland, normally marked
by the country’slargestannual march, due to
the pandemic.

North Korea's KimJong Un Appears in Public

amid Health Rumors

North Koreanleader Kim Jong Un made his first public

appearancein 20 days as he celebrated the completion

ofafertilizer factory near Pyongyang, state mediasaid

Saturday, endingan absence thathad triggered global

rumors thathemaybeseriouslyill.

North Korea&apos;s Kim Jong Un Appearsin
Publicamid Health Rumors

The North’s official Korean Central News
Agency reported that Kim attended the
ceremony Friday in Sunchon with other senior
officials, including his sister Kim Yo Jong, who
many analysts predict would take overifher
brotherissuddenly unabletorule.

The official Rodong Sinmun newspaper
published several photos of Kim wearing black
and smilingashelooked around the factoryand
cutaredribbon, his sisterlooking from behind.
One of the photos showed him smiling and
clapping with his sister and other senior
officials under a sign that read “Sunchon
Phosphatic Fertilizer Factory: Completion
Ceremony: May 1,2020." Seemingly thousands
ofworkers, many ofthem masked, stood inlines
atthe massive complex, releasing balloons
into the air.The images gave no clear sign that
Kim was in discomfort. He wasn’t seen with
awalking stick, like the one he usedin 2014
when he was recovering from a presumed
ankle surgery. However, one of the photos at
the factory showed agreen electric cart, which
appeared similartoavehicleheusedin2014.
[twas Kim's first publicappearance since April
11, whenhe presided over aruling Workers’
Party meeting to discuss the coronavirusand
reappointhis sisterasanalternate member
of the powerful decision-making Political
Bureau ofthe party’s Central Committee. That
move confirmed her substantial role in the
government.

Speculation about his health swirled after he
missed the April 15 birthday celebration for his
late grandfather Kim IL Sung, the country’s most
importantholiday, for the firsttime since taking
powerin2011.

The possibility ofhigh-level instability raised

troubling questions about the future of the
secretive, nuclear-armed state thathas been
steadilybuildingan arsenal meantto threaten
the USmainland while diplomacy between Kim
and US President Donald Trump has stalled.
Some experts say South Korea, as well as its
regional neighbors and ally Washington,
mustbegin preparing for the possible chaos
thatcould comeifKimis sidelined by health
problems or even dies. Worst-case scenarios
include North Koreanrefugees flooding South
Korea or China or military hard-linersletting
loosenuclearweapons.

“The world is largely unprepared for
instability in North Korea,” said Leif-Eric
Easley, a professor at Ewha University in
Seoul. “Washington, Seoul and Tokyo need
tighter coordination on contingency plans
while international organizations need more
resources and less controversy over therole of
China”,APreported.

South Korea’s Unification Ministry, which
deals with inter-Korean affairs, confirmed
Kim’s visit to the fertilizer factory and said it
was part of his efforts to emphasize economic
development. The ministry called for discretion
oninformationrelated to North Korea, saying
thatthe “groundless” rumors of past weeks
have caused “unnecessary confusion and cost”
for South Korea's society and financial markets.
South Korea's government, which has amixed
record of tracking Pyongyang’s ruling elite,
repeatedly downplayed speculation that Kim,
believed tobe 36, wasin poorhealth following
surgery.

The office of President Moon Jae-in said it
detected no unusual signs in North Korea or
any emergency reaction by its ruling party,
military and cabinet. Seoul said it believed Kim
was still managing state affairs but stayingatan
unspecified location outside Pyongyang.

The KCNA said workers at the fertilizer factory
brokeinto “thunderous cheers” for Kim, whoit
saidisguidingthenationinastruggle tobuilda
self-relianteconomyin the face of “head wind”
by “hostile forces.”
Thereportdidn'tmentionany direct comment
toward Washington or Seoul.
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